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Figure 1-4: Map of Proposed Facilities
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Figure 1-6: Typical Transformer Station

1.3 Approval Process and Regulatory Requirements

131 Ontario Environmental Assessment Act

This Draft ESR has been prepared in conformance with the Class Environmental Assessment for
Minor Transmission Facilities, Revision 6 April 1992 (Class EA), which was approved under the
EA Act. The Class EA defines an environmental planning process, which meets all the
requirements of the E.A A« It includes procedures for initial and final notification of a
recommended undertaking, an associated public consultation process and review period for
the Draft ESR, and the filing of a Final ESR with the Ontario Ministry of the Environment
(MOE). The Class EA document also defines the specific types of transmission projects,
which fall within the specified Class definition. The Class EA is consistent with the

Category B screening process described in the MOE Guide to Environmental Assessment
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Reguirements for Electricity Projects. 'The projects subject to the Class EA also are consistent

with Category B projects.

Transmission facility projects covered under the Class EA process include:
e 115 kV transmission line greater than 2 km in length

e Transmission lines greater than 115 kV and less than 500 kV (generally
230 kV), which are greater than 2 km and less than 50 km in length

o 115kV, 230 kV or 500 kV TS sites and

e Telecommunication towers.

Transmission facilities which exceed these criteria, such as 230 kV lines longer than 50 km or
any length of a new 500 kV line, fall outside of the Class EA definition and are automatically
categorized as requiring Individual Environmental Assessments (EA) (i.e. Category C).
Distribution facilities (i.e. less than 115 kV) fall below E.A A¢f thresholds and are not subject

to EA Act requirements (i.e. Category A).

The Class EA process also can confirm if there are substantive issues or effects, which may
require the status to be changed to that of an Individual EA (termed a “bump-up”). Should
issues arise that require an Individual EA, Hydro One would make the necessary revisions

and submit the project as an Individual EA, or may decide to cancel the project.

Upon arriving at a recommended undertaking or project, Hydro One will issue a final
notification to the provincial ministries or agencies which have indicated a continuing
interest in the project and the directly affected and interested public. A Draft ESR will be
made available for public review and comments for thirty (30) days. Issues identified during
this period will be considered by Hydro One and will be documented and summarized in the

Final ESR.

After the review period, if no bump-up requests were received, the Final ESR is filed with

the MOE, and the project will proceed as described therein.
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132 Ontario Energy Board Act Approval

Under current legislation, the proposed transmission line upgrade is also subject to Ontario
Energy Board (OEB) approval. The OEB is responsible for regulating natural gas and
electricity utilities. OEB approval is required for the construction of electricity transmission
lines longer than two kilometres. In order to obtain approval to construct a transmission
line of this length and capacity, proponents must submit an application to the OEB for
“Leave to Construct” approval under Section 92 of the OEB Act. The OEB will grant
approval if the Board finds that the project is in the public interest. As defined by Ontario
Regulation 365/2000, “public interest” is the interest of consumers with respect to the

pricing, availability and quality of electricity services.

Hydro One will file an application to the OEB seeking approval to construct the proposed
transmission line in March, 2009. Given the urgent need to increase electricity supply in the
Woodstock area, Hydro One feels it is prudent to run the Class EA process in parallel with
the OEB approval process. The OEB review process for Hydro One “Leave to Construct”

applications also includes opportunities for public and stakeholder input and involvement.

133 Other Permits, Licenses and Approvals

Following OEB approval, there are a series of necessary permits, licenses and approvals that
may be required under federal and provincial legislation. Hydro One will be contacting all
affected regulatory agencies in due course to ensure the project conforms with requirements
and that approvals are obtained in a timely manner. Hydro One will finalize the landscaping

plans for the new TS in consultation with the City of Woodstock.

Some of the potential permits, licenses, approvals and compliance requirements are provided

in Table 1-1.
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Table 1-1:

Potential Notifications, Permits and Approvals

AGENCY

POTENTIAL NOTIFICATION/PERMIT/APPROVAL

Ministry of Transportation

Crossing Permit for construction affecting Highway 401.

Utility owners

Agreements on construction procedures for crossing linear utilities

such as rail lines, water and sewer lines, gas pipelines.

Regional and local

Municipalities

Approval and permits for road crossings and “entrances”,
allowances/severances, vehicle restrictions and traffic
management plan, drain crossings and Building Permits (for

building structures).

Conservation Authority (Upper
Thames River Conservation
Authority and the Grand River

Conservation Authority)

Fill, Construction and Alteration to Waterways permit, as
required. Permit to cross Upper Thames River Conservation

Authority and Grand River Conservation Authority lands.

Ministry of the Environment

Certificates of Approval for noise and drainage related to the TS

as required.

Ministry of Culture

Stage Il Assessment Clearance Letter.
Permit to excavate or alter archaeological and historical sites

(if heritage resources are encountered).

Ministry of Natural Resources

Work Permit Controls for clearing of a Forest or Woodland under

the Forest Fires Prevention Act, and the Canadian Fisheries Act
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