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DETAILS OF AGENCY CONSULTATION CONDUCTED BY SENES 
 
 

SENES Project Reference # 34624-Woodstock East Transformer Station and Associated Transmission 
Line Upgrades Class EA 

SENES Contact Person Rosanna Barbuzzi – Environmental Planner 
Contact’s Name 
 

Kevin Clement 
Director 

Date of 
Contact 

December 26, 2007  

Organization Indian and Northern Affairs Canada  
Comprehensive Claims Branch 

Contact’s Address 
 

10 Wellington Street 
Gatineau, QC 
K1A 0H4 

Contact’s Phone  
 

819-994-7134  

Contact Mode � Phone                  � E-mail                  � In person             √ Mail       

Summary of 
Discussion 

Contact was made to determine whether any active Aboriginal comprehensive 
claims occur in the general vicinity of the proposed project area that SENES 
should be aware of.   
 
INAC response letter dated January 25, 2008  
 
I am responding to your request for information sent to the Comprehensive 
Claims Branch, by mail, on December 26, 2007. 
 
We can confirm that there are no comprehensive claims in Woodstock, 
Ontario. We cannot make any comments regarding potential or future 
claims, or claims filed under other departmental policies. This includes 
claims under Canada’s Specific Claims Policy or legal action by the First 
Nation against the Crown. For more information, I suggest you contact the 
Director General of Specific Claims Branch at (819) 994-2323 and the 
Director General of Litigation Management and Resolution Branch at (819) 
997-3582. 
 
INAC- Comprehensive Claims Branch does not have any specific interest in 
the project and would request to be taken out of the mailing list. 
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SENES Project Reference # 34624-Woodstock East Transformer Station and Associated Transmission 

Line Upgrades Class EA 
SENES Contact Person Rosanna Barbuzzi – Environmental Planner 
Contact’s Name 
 

Dave Reynolds, P. Eng. 
Manager Engineering Services 

Date of 
Contact 

January 7, 2008 

Organization Canadian National Railway  
Regional Engineering Engineering Services 

Contact’s Address 
 

1 Administration Road 
P.O. Box 1000 
Concord, Ontario 
L4K 1B9 

Contact’s Phone  
 

905-669-3155 

Contact Mode � Phone                  √ E-mail                  � In person             √ Mail       

Summary of 
Discussion 

Contact was made to confirm that CN Rail received the Notice of  
Commencement for the Woodstock East Transformer Station Class  
Environmental Assessment.   
  
CN Rail response letter dated January 4, 2008 
 
Thank you for your letter dated December 26, 2007, informing us of the 
initiation of the above noted project. CN Rail has no concerns or comments 
at this time, but request to be informed if there will be any potential impacts 
to the Railway. 
 
Please be advised, an agreement must be entered into with the Railway for 
the installation of any utility crossing located on CN Railway property. The 
CN contact to arrange for a work permit and the utility crossing agreement 
is Brennan Jensen at 905-669-3184 or Brennan.Jensen@cn.ca. 
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SENES Project Reference # 34624-Woodstock East Transformer Station and Associated Transmission 

Line Upgrades Class EA 
SENES Contact Person Rosanna Barbuzzi – Environmental Planner 
Contact’s Name 
 

Yu San Ong 
Environmental Planner 

Date of 
Contact 

January 14, 2008 

Organization Environmental Services & Approvals 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 

Contact’s Address 
 

483 Bay Street 
North Tower, 13th Floor 
Toronto, ON     
M5G 2P5 

Contact’s Phone  
 

416.345.5031 

Contact Mode � Phone                  √ E-mail                  � In person             � Mail       

Summary of 
Discussion 

Contact was made by Hydro One to notify SENES of consultation between 
Hydro One and MTO regarding the proposed project. 
  
Hydro One response to MTO phone call 
 
John McDonald of MTO called and we clarified that the proposed 
undertaking involves the line upgrade along the existing Hydro One right of 
way (not MTO ROW).  And the line section to be upgraded is to cross the 
Highway 401, from Woodstock TS to Tower #189 where the permanent 
Toyota Interconnection line is to be tapped from. 
  
He asked, and I confirmed that Vladimir Gracic is the PM for the project. 
  
I also mentioned that prior to the PIC #1 which is tentatively scheduled for 
mid to late February, we will send out notification letters to the agencies to 
inform them of the PIC details.  
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SENES Project Reference # 34624-Woodstock East Transformer Station and Associated Transmission 

Line Upgrades Class EA 
SENES Contact Person Bernard Lebeau - Senior Aquatic & Terrestrial Biologist 
Contact’s Name 
 

Christine Creighton 
Land Use Planner 

Date of 
Contact 

February 25, 2008 

Organization Upper Thames River Conservation Authority 

Contact’s Address 
 

1424 Clarke Road  
London, ON 
N5V 5B9 

Contact’s Phone  
 

519-451-2800 

Contact Mode � Phone                 √ E-mail                  � In person             � Mail 

Summary of 
Discussion 

Contact was made requesting expertise on environmental features.  
Confirmation and clarification was needed on natural environment issues 
regarding fish habitat (stream system definitions), aquatic species of 
concern, and their associated setback distances.  A follow up email was 
sent February 26, 2008 to provide further information to the UTRCA 
regarding this inquiry. 
 
UTRCA response email dated April 4, 2008 
 
The following information has been provided by our aquatic biology 
technician.  I hope this is the info you need.  
   
In the southern portion of the study area, for the most part, the watercourses 
in question appear to be closed surface drainage, or tiled.  In some cases 
the watercourse appears open upstream of closed sections.  The majority of 
this area has been modified for storm drainage and SWM ponds have been 
created.  There is a lack of connection with the downstream watercourses 
that may contain the greenside darter. 
  
In the north western section of the subject area, there are 'watercourses'.  
These drain into the Brick pond wetland complex.  This is a very small 
watershed which may or may not be considered fish habitat.  We have 
collected a couple of samples - benthic and fish near the GM property on 
Beard's Lane. 
  
Any open watercourse with an inlet and/or outlet such as a municipal drain 
or swale is considered fish habitat and is regulated under the fisheries act.   
  
Considering that the watercourses to the south of the study area have been 
modified, it is unlikely that the upstream sections will be given much 
consideration as a watercourse or marginal fish habitat.  Having said that 
any modifications would still require mitigation or compensation for loss of 
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SENES Project Reference # 34624-Woodstock East Transformer Station and Associated Transmission 
Line Upgrades Class EA 

SENES Contact Person Bernard Lebeau - Senior Aquatic & Terrestrial Biologist 
fish habitat. 
  
Otherwise I would agree with Bernard that  
All three systems, I, II, and III are fish habitats.  Yes 
Fish habitat set back is 30 m.  Yes 
However, since all of these watercourses may have the Greenside Darter, a 
fish species of Provincial special concern (SC), development is not permitted 
within 50 m.  Yes 



Environmental Study Report – Commerce Way TS and Associated Line Upgrades 

 
SENES Project Reference # 34624-Woodstock East Transformer Station and Associated Transmission 

Line Upgrades Class EA 
SENES Contact Person Rosanna Barbuzzi – Environmental Planner 
Contact’s Name 
 

Surinder Singh Gill 
Policy Advisor 

Date of 
Contact 

February 29, 2008  

Organization Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs 
Policy and Relationships Branch 
 

Contact’s Address 
 

720, Bay Street, 4th Floor 
Toronto, ON 
M5G 2K1 

Contact’s Phone  
 

416-314-6781 

Contact Mode � Phone                  √ E-mail                  � In person             √ Mail       

Summary of 
Discussion 

Contact was made to determine if there are any issues involving First 
Nations in the general vicinity of the proposed project area that SENES 
should be aware of. 
 
MAA response letter dated April 7, 2008  
 
Thank you for your inquiry dated February 29, 2008, regarding the above 
noted project.  
  
The responsibilities of the Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs (MAA) include 
conducting land claim and related negotiations on behalf of the Province. 
MAA can provide you with information about land claims that have been 
submitted to the Ministry, are currently in active negotiations, or are in the 
process of implementing a settlement agreement. We can also advise as to 
whether there is any litigation with an Aboriginal community that may be 
impacted by your project. 
 
You should also be aware that many First Nations either have or assert 
rights to hunt and fish in their traditional territories. These territories often 
include lands and waters outside of a First Nation’s reserve. As well, in 
some instances project work may impact archaeological and burial sites. 
First Nations with an interest in such archaeological sites may extend 
beyond those First Nations in the nearest vicinity of the proposed project.  
 
With respect to your project, we have reviewed the brief materials you have 
provided, and can advise that this project appears not to be located in an 
area where First Nations may have existing or asserted rights that could be 
impacted by your project.  
 
MAA is not the approval or regulatory authority for your project.  You 
should consider the information provided in this letter in light of the statutes 
and guidance materials provided by the appropriate approval or regulatory 
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SENES Project Reference # 34624-Woodstock East Transformer Station and Associated Transmission 
Line Upgrades Class EA 

SENES Contact Person Rosanna Barbuzzi – Environmental Planner 
authority for consultation requirements with Aboriginal communities on a 
project such as you are proposing. Should you have questions on the 
process please contact the appropriate ministry. 
 
The Government of Canada sometimes receives claims that Ontario does 
not receive, or with which Ontario does not become involved.  For 
information about possible claims in the area, MAA recommends the 
proponent contact the following federal contacts: 
 
Mr. Fred Hosking 
Senior Claims Analyst 
Ontario Research Team 
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada 
10 Wellington St. 
Gatineau, QC K1A 0H4 
Tel: (819) 953-1940 
Fax: (819) 997-9873  
 
Mr. Kevin Clement 
A/Director,  
Financial Issues and Cost-Sharing 
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada 
10 Wellington St. 8th Floor 
Gatineau, QC K1A 0H4 
Tel: (819) 997-8369 
Fax: (819) 997-9147 
 
For federal information on litigation contact: 
 
Jonathan Allen 
Litigation Team Leader for Ontario 
1430-25 Eddy Street 
Gatineau, QC  K1A 0H4 
Tel: (819) 956-3181 
Fax: (819) 953-6143 
 
 
MAA response email dated April 14, 2008  
 
Please note MAA E.A inquiries has been assigned to my colleague Francois 
Lachance, forward your correspondence to him. 
Francois.Lachance@ontario.ca, phone # 416-326-4754. 
 
Thanks for your cooperation 
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SENES Project Reference # 

34624-Woodstock East Transformer Station and Associated 
Transmission Line Upgrades Class EA 

SENES Contact Person Rosanna Barbuzzi – Environmental Planner 
Contact’s Name 
 

Franklin Roy 
Director   

Date of 
Contact 

February 29, 2008  

Organization Indian and Northern Affairs Canada  
Litigation Management and Resolution Branch 

Contact’s Address 
 

25 Eddy, Room 1430 
10 Wellington Street 
Gatineau, QC 
K1A 0H4 

Contact’s Phone  
 

819-997-3582 

Contact Mode � Phone                  √ E-mail                  � In person             √ Mail       

Summary of 
Discussion 

Contact was made to determine if there is litigation involving First Nations in 
the general vicinity of the proposed project area that SENES should be 
aware of. 
 
INAC response letter dated May 7, 2008  
 
We can advise that our inventory includes active litigation cases in the 
vicinity of this property. They are entitled Chippewas of Kettle and Stoney 
Point v. Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada as represented by 
Attorney General of Canada and Minister for Department of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development, Corporation of Township of Bosonquet, Paul 
Hendrick Wi1mink, Joanne Cecilia Wilmink, Joyce Van Geel, Martha Jean 
Morrison, Paul L. Winger, Agnes J. Winger, Leon Edward, Sf. John, 
Margaret J. St. John, Daniel Albert Vincent Rusciolelli, Rachel Emma 
Rusciolelli, Domenico Abrogio, Maurina Ambrogio, William Walter Ellison, 
Gail Ann Ellison, National Trust Company, Joseph John Huybers, Joanne 
Maria Huybers, Karl Huetter, Inge Huetter, Annie Jeanette Dunston, Grace 
Marie Lasenby, Jack Harold Lasenby, Amin Mussani (in Trust), Donald Bruce 
Gray, Juliaan Alfons D'Hanyns, Simonne Clara D'Hanyns, Brian Bernard 
McGowan, Margaret Ann McGowan, Mary Lou LaPratte, Christopher 
Thomas Allan King, William John Harkness, Frances Curry Harkness, 
Barbara L. St. Louis, Eugene M. Sorin, Bank of Montreal, Frank Thoren, 
Cynthia Marie Thoren, The Toronto-Dominion Bank, Daniel Leo Bosnak, 
Ellen J. Bosnak, Edward G. Paschalidis, Veronika E. Paschalidis, Jack 
Malcolm Galbraith, Margaret Irene Galbraith, John Archibald Pedden, 
Dorothy Harriet Pedden Gloria Ann Redmond, Carolyn Jane Sheprak, 
Diana Mary Susan Sheprak, Lotte Nachtnebel, Josef Szela, Erika Szela, Roy 
Francis Giroux, Madonna Giroux, Derek Leslie Barker, Nan Francis Barker, 
George C. Wallis, Janet Wallis, Bernardus Josephus Veel, Hendrika 
Petronella Veel, St. Willibrord Community Credit Union Limited, David A. 
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SENES Project Reference # 34624-Woodstock East Transformer Station and Associated Transmission 
Line Upgrades Class EA 

SENES Contact Person Rosanna Barbuzzi – Environmental Planner 
VolI, Diane M. VolI, CIBC Mortgage Corporation, Pierre Conrad Morisset, 
876709 Ontario Ltd., Ontario Superior Court of Justice, filed in London, 
Ontario, court file #C22725; and  
 
Walpole Island First Nation, Bkejwanong Territory v. Attorney General of 
Canada, Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Ontario, Ontario Superior 
Court of Justice, filed in Toronto, court file #00-CV-189329. 
 
I am unable to comment with respect to the possible effect of these claims as 
the cases have not yet been adjudicated and any statement regarding the 
outcome of the litigation would be speculative at this point. It is  
recommended that you consult legal counsel as to the effect these actions 
could have on the lands you are concerned with. 
 
If you are interested in further details about the claims, copies of the 
pleadings can be obtained from the Courts for a fee; please contact the 
appropriate Court Registry Office and make reference to the court file 
numbers listed above. 
 
We cannot make any comments regarding claims filed under other 
departmental policies. For information on any claims you should also 
contact Fred Hosking of the Specific Claims Branch at (819) 953-1940 to 
inquire about any Specific Claims, and Guy Morin of the Comprehensive 
Claims Branch at (819) 956-0325 to inquire about any current 
Comprehensive Claims. 
 
If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact me at 
(819) 994-1947. 
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SENES Project Reference # 34624-Woodstock East Transformer Station and Associated Transmission 

Line Upgrades Class EA 
SENES Contact Person Rosanna Barbuzzi – Environmental Planner 
Contact’s Name 
 

Fred Hosking 
Senior Claims Analyst 

Date of 
Contact 

February 29, 2008 & 
March 3, 2008 

Organization Indian and Northern Affairs Canada  
Claims Branch - Specific Claims  

Contact’s Address 
 

Room 1310 
10 Wellington Street 
Gatineau, QC 
K1A 0H4 

Contact’s Phone  
 

819-953-1940  

Contact Mode √ Phone                  √ E-mail                  � In person             � Mail       

Summary of 
Discussion 

Contact was made to determine whether any active Aboriginal specific claims occur 
in the general vicinity of the proposed project area that SENES should be aware of. 
 
INAC response email dated March 12, 2008  
 
I am writing in response to your e-mail of February 29, 2008, and our subsequent 
telephone conversation of March 3, 2008, inquiring as to whether there are any 
First Nation specific claims in the area of the above noted project.  
 
We have conducted a brief search of our records and determined that the following 
First Nations have submitted specific claims in the area of interest. 
 
Chippewas of the Thames First Nation 
RR 1, MUNCEY ON  N0L 1Y0 
(519) 289-5555 
 
Oneida Nation of the Thames 
RR 2, SOUTHWOLD ON  N0L 2G0 
(519) 652-3244 
 
Munsee-Delaware Nation 
RR 1, MUNCEY ON  N0L 1Y0 
(519) 289-5396 
 
Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation 
2789 MISSISSAUGA ROAD R.R. #6 HAGERSVILLE ON N0A 1H0 
(905) 768-1133 
 
It may be of interest to you that the following First Nation is in the general vicinity of 
your project. You may wish to contact this First Nation to advise them of your 
intentions. They can be reached at:  
 
Six Nations of the Grand River 
PO BOX 5000 OHSWEKEN ON  N0A 1M0 
(519) 445-2201 
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SENES Project Reference # 34624-Woodstock East Transformer Station and Associated Transmission 
Line Upgrades Class EA 

SENES Contact Person Rosanna Barbuzzi – Environmental Planner 
 
For more information, you may wish to consult a “Public Information Status Report” 
on all claims which have been submitted to date. This information is available to the 
public on the Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) website and can be found 
at http://www.aincinac.gc.ca/ps/clm/pis_e.html. 
 
It should be noted that the reports available on the INAC website are updated 
quarterly and therefore, you may want to check this site at regular intervals for 
updates. In accordance with legislative requirements, confidential information has 
not been disclosed.  
 
Please rest assured that it is the policy of the Government of Canada as expressed in 
Outstanding Business: A Native Claims Policy that “in any settlement of specific 
native claims the government will take third party interests into account. As a general 
rule, the government will not accept any settlement which will lead to third parties 
being dispossessed.” 
 
We can only speak directly to claims filed under the Specific Claims Policy in the 
Province of Ontario. We cannot make any comments regarding potential or future 
claims, or claims filed under other departmental policies. This includes claims under 
Canada's Comprehensive Claims Policy or legal action by a First Nation against the 
Crown. You may wish to contact INAC’s Comprehensive Claims Branch at (819) 
994-7521 or its Litigation Management and Resolution Branch at (819) 934-2185 
directly for more information. In addition, you may wish to consult the unit 
responsible for Special Claims at (819) 994-6453. 
 
To the best of our knowledge, the information we have provided you is current and 
up-to-date. However, this information may not be exhaustive with regard to your 
needs and you may wish to consider seeking information from other government and 
private sources (including Aboriginal groups). In addition, please note that Canada 
does not act as a representative for any Aboriginal group for the purpose of any 
claim or the purpose of consultation.  
 
I hope this information will be of assistance to you. I trust that this satisfactorily 
addresses your concerns. If you wish to discuss this matter further please contact me 
at (819) 953-1940. 
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SENES Project Reference # 34624-Woodstock East Transformer Station and Associated Transmission 
Line Upgrades Class EA 

SENES Contact Person Rosanna Barbuzzi – Environmental Planner 
Contact’s Name 
 

Christine Creighton 
Land Use Planner 

Date of 
Contact 

April 28, 2008 

Organization Upper Thames River Conservation Authority 

Contact’s Address 
 

1424 Clarke Road  
London, ON 
N5V 5B9 

Contact’s Phone  
 

519-451-2800 

Contact Mode √  Phone                 √ E-mail                  � In person              � Mail       

Summary of 
Discussion 

Left voice message inquiring whether Site D6 requires a UTRCA Consent 
(Minor Works) Permit.  Sent a follow-up email on April 28, 2008 with the 
proposed transformer station layout for the proposed site.   
 
UTRCA response email dated April 30, 2008 
  
I have reviewed the information that you have sent and can confirm that you 
will not require a permit from the UTRCA for the construction of the 
transformer station at the proposed location. 
 
Hope this is the clearance you require. 
 
Please let me know if you need anything further. 
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SENES Project Reference # 34624-Woodstock East Transformer Station and Associated Transmission 

Line Upgrades Class EA 
SENES Contact Person Rosanna Barbuzzi – Environmental Planner 
Contact’s Name 
 

Yu San Ong 
Environmental Planner 

Date of 
Contact 

March 11, 2008 

Organization Environmental Services & Approvals 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 

Contact’s Address 
 

483 Bay Street 
North Tower, 13th Floor 
Toronto, ON     
M5G 2P5 

Contact’s Phone  
 

416.345.5031 

Contact Mode � Phone                  √ E-mail                  √  In person             � Mail       

Summary of 
Discussion 

Contact was made to provide Hydro One with expertise on environmental 
features in order to facilitate TS site selection and ranking.  This was a 
follow up to discussions that occurred at PIC 1. 
 
Response email sent March 11, 2008 
 
During the PIC, we discussed determining what natural environmental 
features surrounded the transmission line.  I received data relating to the 
environmental inventory, the following information was summarized for the 
transmission line/transformer station. 
 
Using the large map (of the study area) which was taken from the PIC, 
starting from west to east (identifying natural features crossed):  

• Adjacent to Woodstock TS:  Cedar Creek (significant valleyland).  
Species of Concern:  Greenside Darter  

• North west of Woodstock TS:  Species of Concern:  Nebraska 
Sedge and Purple Love Grass  

• Stream running between Tower 215 and 214:  Tiled Stream  
• TS study area north of Parkinson Road (North of Tower 209):  Brick 

Ponds Wetland (wetland)  Non-PSW (provincially significant 
wetland) by MNR  

• South of Tower 209/208:  UTRCA Wetlands/Stream with 
regulation limits  

• Pond north of Tower 205:  UTRCA Wetlands/Stream with 
regulation limits  

• Pond adjacent to Tower 204:  not found in research  
• Area between Tower 205 and Highway 401:  Species of Concern - 

Longleaf Dropseed  
• Dark blue stream (from the legend) is a cold water stream  
• Stream crossed at Tower 199:  Tiled Stream  
• Stream running through Tower 196:  Mud Creek UTRCA 

Wetlands/Stream with regulation limits  
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SENES Project Reference # 34624-Woodstock East Transformer Station and Associated Transmission 
Line Upgrades Class EA 

SENES Contact Person Rosanna Barbuzzi – Environmental Planner 
• Streams crossed near Tower 193-191:  Tiled Stream  

 
Please feel free to contact me with questions/comments. 
  
 
Response email sent March 13, 2008 
 
The following are MNR setbacks for environmental features (Source:  
Ministry of Natural Resources Natural Heritage Reference Manual, June 
1999 - http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/MNR/pubs/nat_heritage_manual.pdf).  

• Significant wetlands - 120 metres  
• Significant Portions of habitat of endangered and threatened 

species - 50 metres  
• Fish habitat - 30 metres  
• Significant woodlands - 50 metres  
• Significant valleylands - 50 metres  
• Significant wildlife habitat - 50 metres  
• Significant Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest - 50 metres  

 
According to the UTRCA, the regulation limits for wetlands are divided as 
follows:  

• Apply an “Area of Interference” of 120 metres beyond the Wetland 
Limit of provincially significant wetlands and all other wetlands 
greater than 2 Ha.  

• Apply an “Area of Interference” of 30 metres beyond the Wetland 
Limit of all not provincially significant wetlands that are less than 2 
Ha.  

 
Hope this helps, let me know if you require further information. 
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SENES Project Reference # 34624-Woodstock East Transformer Station and Associated Transmission 

Line Upgrades Class EA 
SENES Contact Person Rosanna Barbuzzi – Environmental Planner 
Contact’s Name 
 

Christine Creighton 
Land Use Planner 

Date of 
Contact 

September 16, 2008 

Organization Upper Thames River Conservation Authority 

Contact’s Address 
 

1424 Clarke Road  
London, ON 
N5V 5B9 

Contact’s Phone  
 

519-451-2800 

Contact Mode �  Phone                  √ E-mail                  � In person              � Mail       

Summary of 
Discussion 

Contact was made requesting expertise on environmental features and 
potential UTRCA permits for a potential transformer site (G-1) 
 
UTRCA response email dated September 16, 2008 
 
As you can see from the attached mapping, the proposed G-1 transformer 
location is not affected by the UTRCA's Regulation Limit so a permit would 
not be required from us. Furthermore there are no environmental constraints 
that we are aware of affecting the selected site. 
 
I hope this is the information you need. 
 
Please let me know if you require further assistance. 

 
 
 


