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Class EA process

Steps of a Class EA

•  �Identify route alternatives

•  �Seek feedback from the public, Indigenous communities, 
municipalities, interest groups and government agencies 

•  �Collect environmental information

•  �Assess and evaluate route alternatives

•  �Select a preferred route

•  �Identify potential environmental effects and mitigation 
measures

•  �Prepare a draft Environmental Study Report (ESR) that  
will be made available for a 30-day public review and 
comment period

•  �Submit the final ESR

O
ngoing engagem

ent

For more information, see HydroOne.com/ClassEA
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How route alternatives 
were identified

Linear infrastructure likes roads, railways  
and existing power lines

The Chapleau Game Preserve

Mining and forestry operations

Known archaeological and heritage sites

Preliminary feedback from Indigenous  
communities about Indigenous cultural values

Here are some examples of local considerations, data and feedback 
that helped identify the route alternatives:
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Socio-economic 
environment

•  �Commercial and industrial facilities
•  �Mining claims
•  �Urban/residential areas
•  �Properties/land parcels

Natural 
environment

•  Wetlands
•  Provincial parks
•  �Waterbodies
•  �Species at risk
•  �Conservation areas

Technical 
considerations

•  �Reducing the numbers of angles
•  �Crossing of physical features like rivers, lakes, 

buildings and/or steep terrain features
•  �Real estate and land rights considerations
•  �Construction complexity and ability to 

complete construction on time

•  �Traditional land use areas
•  �Areas of known Indigenous cultural 

significance
•  �Values identified from Indigenous knowledge

Indigenous 
community values

Category Examples

How route alternatives  
are assessed 
We will assess route alternatives based on the data we gather 
from field studies, the feedback we receive and how they 
perform in the following categories.
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How route alternatives  
are assessed 
Below are examples of different ways we will continue to learn 
more about each route alternative.

Host engagement opportunities to learn from 
communities

Collect field data from environmental surveys  
(i.e. map species at risk habitat, breeding birds, fish)

Complete field surveys that characterize and  
describe natural environment communities 
(i.e. woodlands, wetlands)

Use data from existing reports, plans, maps, aerial 
photographs and other sources

Assess for areas of archaeological importance and 
cultural heritage significance 

What we learn from these studies will help us select a preferred 
route that balances all the criteria categories.
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Working with  
property owners
Throughout the project planning and during construction  
Hydro One will:

Engage with directly impacted property owners and 
license holders to discuss potential impacts to existing 
land rights

Discuss access needs and work to understand existing 
conditions for planning, construction and the ongoing 
operation of the new line

Provide ongoing support to answer questions and provide 
information to those living in proximity to the project area
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Hydro One continues to work with Indigenous communities in a spirit 
of cooperation and shared responsibility.

Forging meaningful relationships with Indigenous communities based 
upon trust, confidence and accountability is vital to building 
partnerships and advancing reconciliation.

We’re partnering with nine First Nations to build the project through 
Hydro One’s industry leading 50-50 First Nation Equity Partnership 
Model. The model provides an opportunity for First Nations to 
participate in project development and to invest a 50 per cent equity 
stake in the transmission line component of the project.

Working with  
Indigenous communities

The four pillars of Indigenous consultation

Excelling at  
engagement

Working with  
integrity

Breaking  
barriers

Holding  
ourselves 

accountable
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*All dates are subject to change

Summer 2025
Class EA Notice of 
Commencement 
Community open houses

Summer to December 2025
Ongoing environmental studies, 
engagement, feedback and info 
gathering to help assess the 
alternative routes

End of 2025 to early 2026
Selection of preferred route 
Community open houses

Fall 2026
Public comment period for  
the draft ESR

End of 2026
Submission of the final ESR  
and completion of the  
Class EA process

2027
Permitting and mobilization

2028
Community open houses 
Construction start

2030
New transmission line is  
in-service, construction is 
completed

Anticipated project  
schedule
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Feedback and engagement help shape Hydro One’s projects.  
We will continue to work with communities as we prepare to 
build electricity infrastructure that will support growth in  
the northeast.

Your feedback is important to us. Ways to share your thoughts: 

Speak with our team tonight

Complete a comment form available at the check-in  
table before you go

Contact us any time with questions or comments

We will host engagement opportunities throughout the duration  
of the project. To stay informed about the project, sign up to be 
added to the contact list at: HydroOne.com/WawaTimmins

Get involved
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Thank you
Your feedback matters. To provide comments 
or to be added to the project contact list, 
contact us at:

1.877.345.6799

Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
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