


3.2.3 Appearance of the Landscape (Visual Appearance)


The project area is visually characterized by rolling farmland with hedgerows, small woodlands, and natural areas.  As well, a 230 kV four circuit transmission right-of-way runs through the study area in a north-east direction and a 500 kV four circuit transmission right- of-way runs east-west along the south side of the project area. A woodland is located to the north with two naturalized tributaries on east and west sides of the project area. Residences, farm buildings and farmland are located on the road system forming the perimeter of the project area. See Figure 3-11 for the visual envelope.
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Public views into the project area are limited due to the rolling topography, roadside vegetation and distance (greater than 500 metres). On Regional Road 3 looking south, the project area is blocked by the woodland and the 230 kV transmission line on the east side. On Langmaid Road at the 500 kV transmission corridor, the project area is blocked by the topography.  The only major public view of the project area on the south side is at the turn of the Concession Road 7 and Townline Road North. The topography here is sloping up towards the site but blocked because of the difference in elevation.  The public view from the  west is  located at Grandview Street North. Again, the  topography and  hedgerows obscure the view of the project area. Figure 3-11 shows the residences within the study area and views (camera position 1, 2, 3, and 4) towards the project area, as shown on Figures 7-3 to 7-6.


To further assess views of the proposed project, a viewing analysis was completed taking into consideration the distance from a viewing source to the station fence. The viewing source is considered to be the residential buildings. The distance measured provides a degree of visibility where the closer the viewing source is to the built facility the impact is of greater significant and vice versa.  The high, moderate and low visibility zones are from 0 to 250 metres, 250 to 500 metres, and greater than 500 metres, respectively.


There are 2 properties within the high visibility zone, and there are 7 properties within the moderate visibility zone.  This does not take into consideration of any intervening visual barriers such as outbuildings, landscaping, or topography.

3.2.4 Recreational, Mineral and Forestry Resources


There are no recreational, mineral and forestry commercial resources within the project area.


3.2.5 Cultural Heritage Resources


The Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS) is responsible for the administration of the Ontario Heritage Act and is responsible for determining policies, priorities and programs for the conservation, protection and preservation of Ontario’s heritage, which includes archaeological resources, built heritage and cultural heritage landscapes.
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Subsequent to the approval of the Class EA under the EA Act, the Ontario Heritage Act has been amended and Standards and Guidelines have been issued by the MTCS. The goal has been to strengthen and improve heritage protection in Ontario. The MTCS Standards and Guidelines provide direction on the government ministries and prescribed public bodies (including Hydro One) in the management of properties in their ownership or under their control. Cultural heritage resources are defined as built heritage resources (one or more significant buildings, structures, earthworks, etc.), cultural heritage landscapes (a defined geographical area that human activity has modified) and archaeological sites.


A Heritage Impact Assessment report (HIA) was conducted by Hydro One’s consultant, Golder Associates in December, 2012.  The report was completed on June 13, 2013 and was sent to MTCS for information and comment. Although MTCS requested the assessment of those properties that adjoin Hydro One’s land, Hydro One maintains its position that assessment of privately owned lands should not be included in a public document.


Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes


Regarding built heritage resources, the HIA report noted that “the study area contains a number of private properties consisting of individual buildings or built structures, linear field hedgerows, farmed fields, closed and abandoned roads and hydro transmission line corridors”. It also noted that “the project area does not contain any individual buildings or built structures. The lands leased by Hydro One are for agricultural use and contain linear field  hedgerows, an  abandoned  road  and  hydro transmission line  corridors.    As  linear features they contribute to the value of the cultural landscape rather than containing individual cultural value.”


The HIA also noted that “within the study area, two adjacent properties are listed by the City of Oshawa and there are existing structures along Concession Road 7 south of the project area, that maybe more than 40 years old but are located on private properties and therefore no further evaluation was undertaken”.


The studies to date have indicated that:



•  The project area is not designated under the Ontario Heritage Act.  The same is true for adjacent properties.

•  The project area does not have an Ontario Heritage Trust easement.  The same is true for adjacent properties.

•  The project area is not a National Historic Site and there are no federal or provincial plaques on or near the property.

•  There is no indication of Aboriginal value from First Nation or Métis communities.

•  The project area has undergone man made alterations in the form of major transmission corridors (500 kV and 230 kV lines) running east-west through the property and a 230 kV corridor running northeast from a junction at the western edge of the property.

•  The future 407 Highway will cross adjacent properties to the west and will continue south of the station.


The project area:

•  Does not contain any building or structures over forty years

•  Is not associated with a known architect or builder

•  Is not associated with a person or event of historic interest and

•  Has not been identified by municipal planners as having potential cultural heritage value.



The HIA report describes the cultural heritage landscape in terms of its Landforms, Field Patterns, Hedge Rows, Unopened Townline Road North Allowance, Abandoned Road Allowance, and the 1920s/30s Transmission Corridor.


The landform is characterized by rolling topography, natural valleys and streams with remnants of woodlands dispersed throughout the area.  The rolling topography is a result of drumlins. The areas between these drumlins have contributed to the creation of Harmony Creek on the west and Farewell Creek on the east of the project area.  These drumlins also act as natural visual buffers to the project area as indicated in the HIA report.  A drumlin



runs along the unopened Townline Road North and a larger  drumlin runs along the east side of the project area sheltering the future Clarington TS from public views.


The project site is separated from Concession 7 to the south by private lots.



The HIA report further describes the existing hydro transmission corridors as ‘the most distinctive character of the Project Area.’   There are two corridors that intersect in the project area.  These corridors were constructed between the late 1920’s and the 1970’s. It is the reason that in 1978, Ontario Hydro expropriated the project area for the purpose of locating future transmission facilities.


The project area does not contain any significant features such as cemeteries, burial sites, parks, gardens, canals, or evidence of human-made alterations to the natural landscape (e.g., trails, markers, mounds, earthworks, non-native species.) other than agricultural operations and the existing transmission corridors.
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The Clarington property is an unusual shape because of the transmission corridors. It is set back from all bordering roads (i.e., Winchester Road East/ Concession Road 7 to the south, Langmaid Road to the east, Regional Road 3 to the north and Grandview Street North to the west). Immediately west of the property is an unopened road allowance (i.e., Townline Road North). The station site is centrally located in the transmission system, bounded by transmission corridors to the south, west and north.


Adjacent Properties


Adjacent  properties  to  the  north  include  three  properties  which  abut  the  Clarington property. All are agricultural; there are no buildings on site. Some of the properties have been subdivided with three lots having frontages on Regional Road 3 but do not adjoin the Clarington property. A fourth lot is located on Townline Road North, the unopened portion of the road allowance, and does not adjoin the Clarington property. Distances to the station boundary exceed 500 metres.


Adjacent properties to the west include an agricultural property north of the east west corridor  with  no  buildings  or  structures. A  property  further  north  includes a  building fronting Grandview Street North. South of the corridor are two properties, which are in the path of the planned Highway 407 extension.


Adjacent properties to the east include six properties which abut Langmaid Road. One property immediately abuts the Clarington property. It is agricultural land and has no buildings or structures. A second property abuts the east-west transmission corridor but is not contiguous with the station site.


To the south, six properties along Concession Road 7 abut the transmission corridor. Two properties have been subdivided and the subdivided lots abut the road but not the transmission corridor. One of these properties is in the 1878 Belden Atlas of Durham and Northumberland Counties. As identified in the Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) completed on June 13, 2013 by Golder Associates, some of these buildings may be more
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than 40 years old, however, they are located on private properties, and therefore no further assessment was completed on these structures.


The  new  TS  will  be  visible  to  properties  to  the  east,  west  and  south.  The  existing transmission corridors are visible components of the area landscapes.


MTCS has recommended that heritage valuation be carried out on adjacent properties. This was provided late in the process and was not expected. Hydro One believes strongly that information  about  private  properties  and  home  owners  does  not  belong  in  public documents. Out of respect for privacy and personal interests, it would be inappropriate to make judgments about the heritage value of non-designated private properties. It is also our conclusion that such studies would not meaningfully influence mitigation decisions.


Archaeological Sites


A number of archaeology studies have been carried out on the Clarington site beginning in

2006 (Mayer, 2006). At that time, the studies were part of the Class EA process for the Enfield transformer station. As previously indicated in Section 1.1, Enfield TS was approved but has not been constructed because of a decline in electricity demand in the Oshawa and Clarington areas.  Stage I studies concluded that the area had a moderate to high potential for discovery of pre-contact Aboriginal and Euro-Canadian archaeological resources.


A commitment was made in the Enfield Environmental Study Report to conduct a Stage 2 assessment prior to construction.


The Stage II work has subsequently been carried out as part of this assessment for the Project (ASI, 2012). The Stage II assessment was carried out in accordance with MCTS guidelines. It included a pedestrian survey following ploughing of the property. A systematic test pit survey was also conducted in areas where ploughing was not possible.


One archaeological site was found near the eastern boundary of the site. Information was provided to First Nations communities who expressed an interest in the studies (see Section



4.2 for further details) and arrangements were made for a monitor from the Alderville First Nation for the subsequent Stage III studies of this site. A controlled surface pick-up was conducted along with 1 metre square test units in a 5 metre grid. The recommendation of the licensed archaeologist is no further assessment.


Both the Stage 2 and Stage 3 reports have been submitted to MTCS.

It is important to note that the area of the studies will not be affected by the Project. Although the station access road was initially proposed to cross this area, it will now be located on the west side of the site.


An additional Stage 2 work was undertaken on the property for the station access road. Nothing was found on the property and upon completion of the report, ASI will submit to MTCS.


In the event that human remains are discovered during project construction, the police or coroner and the Registrar of Cemeteries at the Ministry of Consumer Services will be notified pursuant to the Cemeteries Act. There is no evidence of trails, markers or mounds. Natural features or evidence of human-made alterations to the natural landscape is evident in the woodland and the two tributaries on the site. Agricultural fields dominate the landscape.

3.2.6 Acoustic Environment


As described in Section 3.2.1, the project area is in active agricultural production and is prime agricultural land. The surrounding area is agricultural and residential within the Municipality of Clarington and contains sensitive noise receptors such as residences. The nearest noise receptor is a residence located at approximately 290 m away from the nearest transformer on site. Based on field observation, the existing acoustical environment is dominated by noise from agricultural activities and natural sounds. Overall, the area fits the description of a Class 1/ 2 acoustical environment. See Section 7.1.1 for details on noise mitigation  and  Appendix  D  for  the  Preliminary  Noise  Evaluation  undertaken for  the Project.
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