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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: anjala.puvananathan@ceaa-acee.gc.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:39:49 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter CEAA.pdf

Hello Anjala Puvananathan,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Anjala.puvananathan@ceaa-acee.gc.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link Project -Terms of Reference open for comments
Date: June 11, 2018 3:01:56 PM
Attachments: CEAA - ToR open for Comments - June 2018.pdf

Draft of LSL ToR 11jun2018.pdf

Dear Anjala Puvananathan,
 
Please find attached a letter and draft Terms of Reference in relation to Hydro One’s Lake Superior
 Link project for your consideration. Feel free to contact me with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Anjala.puvananathan@ceaa-acee.gc.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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1. Introduction 
 


The Terms of Reference (ToR) as defined by the Ontario Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 


(MOECC) is a document prepared by the proponent and submitted to the Minister of the Environment 


and Climate Change for approval. The ToR establishes the framework for the planning and decision-


making process to be followed by the proponent during the preparation of the Environmental 


Assessment (EA) Report. Supporting material filed in addition to the ToR includes the Record of 


Consultation and supporting documentation that is submitted under a separate cover. The Record of 


Consultation outlines agency, public, Indigenous (First Nation and Métis) and other stakeholder 


consultation undertaken during the development of the ToR.  Supporting documentation provides 


additional detail regarding the Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) Lake Superior Link Project (the 


Project or undertaking). 


The Project is one of several identified by the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) to meet 


Ontario’s current and future electricity delivery needs.  Industrial activities in Northwestern Ontario, 


particularly in the mining sector, are expected to drive strong electricity demand growth in the coming 


decades. Coupled with changes in the region’s supply situation, the IESO forecasts a need for new supply 


to meet future demand in Northwestern Ontario. The identified future demand can be met with 


additional transmission and/or generation. The IESO analyzed both transmission and generation supply 


options and recommended the expansion of the existing 230 kilovolt (kV) East-West Tie to ensure the 


long-term reliability of the electricity supply in Northwestern Ontario (OPA 2011). This recommendation 


is contained in a series of Ontario Long-Term Energy Plan (LTEP) documents (OPA/IESO 2010, 2013, 


2017a), that outline specific energy projects and other initiatives.  The LTEPs identify the East-West Tie 


project as a priority project based on projected industrial growth within Northern Ontario. This 


recommendation was based on technical, economic and other considerations. The need for the project 


was recently confirmed in the Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion (IESO 


2017b), with a specified a targeted in-service date of the end of 2020 for the new line.  


The Lake Superior Link project consists of a new, approximately 400 kilometre (km) double-circuit 230 


kV transmission line that generally parallels an existing double-circuit 230 kV transmission line corridor 


(the existing East-West Tie) connecting the Wawa Transformer Station (TS) to the Lakehead TS near 


Thunder Bay (with a connection at the Marathon TS), which is referred to as the Reference Route. The 


Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative that are to be examined in the EA are presented in 


Figure 1. The Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative identified in the ToR differ in the section 


around Pukaskwa National Park (PNP).  Further details regarding the Project, including the Reference 


Route and Reference Route Alternative, are provided in Section 4. 
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Figure 1 – Proposed Lake Superior Link transmission line routes
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The Project requires approval under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act, 1990 (EA Act) including 


Ontario Regulation 116/01 (O. Reg. 116/01). O. Reg. 116/01 requires the preparation of an Individual EA 


for a project of this nature and size. The first key step of the EA is the preparation of a ToR.  Hydro One 


has prepared this ToR for consideration and approval by the Minister of Environment and Climate 


Change. The ToR serves as the foundation for the EA process.  Hydro One will prepare the EA in 


accordance with the framework laid out in the ToR document in accordance with the Code of Practice: 


Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for Environmental Assessments in Ontario (MOECC 2014).  


 


1.1 Background on the Electricity Sector in Ontario 
 


This section summarizes the background of the electricity sector planning in Ontario and its relation to 


the current Project.   


Over the past two decades the electricity sector in Ontario has changed significantly due to a number of 


key pieces of legislation.  In October 1998, the Ontario Legislature enacted the Energy Competition Act, 


1998, authorizing the restructuring of Ontario Hydro with the aim of introducing competition in the 


wholesale and retail electricity markets in Ontario.  Of note, the Energy Competition Act, 1998 changed 


the landscape of the electricity market in Ontario and introduced market deregulation.  On April 1, 1999, 


in accordance with the Energy Competition Act, 1998, Ontario Hydro was restructured principally into 


three separate entities: (1) Ontario Power Generation Inc., (2) Ontario Hydro Services Company Inc., 


later renamed Hydro One Inc., and  (3) the Independent Electricity Market Operator, later renamed 


Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO).  


The Ontario government established the the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) through the Electricity 
Restructuring Act, 2004. This legislation made changes to the institutional arrangements of the 
electricity sector in Ontario and established the OPA as the province’s long-term energy planner.  
Specifically, the OPA was given the mandate to develop integrated electricity plans that look forward 
several years, with the purpose of providing sustainable electricity solutions to Ontarians into the future.  
 


 the OPA (merged with the IESO in 2015) was given the mandate to develop an Integrated Power 
System Plan (IPSP) and address the looming supply–demand imbalance in Ontario through 
conservation and generation procurements. O. Reg. 276/06 designates and exempts the IPSP 
from the EA Act.  Undertakings resulting from this planning process, however, are required to 
complete an EA if they would otherwise be required to do so; 


 the Government was given the discretion to determine the future “supply mix” for the Province 
as a starting point for the IPSP; and, 


 the OEB was given the authority to review and approve the IPSP. 
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The OPA prepared a 20-year energy plan in 2007 and together with subsequent public policy initiatives 


(primarily the Green Energy and Green Economy Act, 2009), transformed how Ontario produces and 


uses electricity. Implementation was planned through generation procurement and conservation 


measures, and by developing transmission. On January 1, 2015 OPA merged with the IESO to create a 


new organization that combines the OPA and IESO mandates.  The IESO is now directly responsible for 


establishing the need for new transmission facilities. 


There has been, and continues to be, significant interest in connecting renewable generation to both 


distribution and transmission systems as a consequence of the passage of the Green Energy and Green 


Economy Act, 2009. However, the ability of existing or approved transmission facilities in Ontario to 


accommodate more generation is limited. Given this, the Ontario Energy Board (OEB) issued a policy 


document titled Framework for Transmission Project Development Plans on August 26, 2010, which sets 


out the policy of the OEB for a framework for new transmission investment in Ontario (OEB 2010). 


 


1.2 Background on the East-West Tie Expansion  
 


The East-West Tie Expansion Project is required to ensure an adequate, safe, reliable and affordable 


supply of power to enable future growth and development in Northwestern Ontario.  


The 2010 LTEP was published by the Ministry of Energy to serve as an update to the 2007 IPSP, given 


developments in technology, demographic and economic trends, and growth of the renewable energy 


sector.  The Ministry of Energy’s 2013 LTEP notes that the project is a priority project and that 


engineering and engagement should commence on the East-West Tie Expansion project to meet 


anticipated electricity supply needs in Ontario’s northwest. The Updated Assessment of the Need for the 


East-West Tie Expansion (IESO 2017b) states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 


recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in 


Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” 


In August 2013, the OEB, through a designation process, awarded Upper Canada Transmission Inc. 


(NextBridge Infrastructure L.P. or NextBridge) the development phase of the East-West Tie project. 


Hydro One, as the owner of the existing stations, is responsible for connecting the new East-West Tie 


transmission lines by upgrading the associated transmission station infrastructure.  


On July 31, 2017, NextBridge applied to OEB for Leave to Construct for the line portions of the project.  


On August 4, 2017, the Minister of Energy addressed a letter to the President and CEO of the IESO 


expressing concerns of the scale of cost increases of NextBridge’s budget estimates of $777.2 million, up 


from the original estimate of $419 million. In response, the Minister of Energy directed the IESO to 


review all options to ensure that ratepayers are protected and to update the need assessment for the 


project based on the latest costs and system needs.  Previously, in the 2017 LTEP the government had 


stated the following regarding the cost of East-West Tie transmission project: 
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“As the project has moved through development, estimates on its total cost have increased. This is a 


concern, as Ontario is focused on making the electricity system more cost-effective. The government 


will review all options to protect ratepayers as the project continues to be developed.” 


In response to the concerns regarding the cost of the project, as well as its environmental impacts, 


Hydro One is proposing its East-West Tie Line project, called “Lake Superior Link”, to protect the 


interests of the public and ratepayers.  As compared to the current NextBridge proposal, the proposed 


Lake Superior Link project, including its two routing alternatives, has a lower estimated cost, a smaller 


environmental footprint, reduced annual maintenance costs, and enhanced opportunities for 


Indigenous communities to participate with equity stakes in the Project.  


A brief summary of the East-West Tie project chronology to date is presented below: 


 In 2012 the OEB initiated a competitive process to designate an electricity transmitter to 


develop a 230kV high voltage transmission line between Thunder Bay and Wawa; 


 In 2013 a designated electricity transmitter was chosen by the OEB for the development phase 


of the project; 


 In May 2014, NextBridge’s Amended Individual EA Terms of Reference was issued; 


 In 2016, through an Order-in-Council, the East-West Tie was declared a priority project; 


 Summer 2017, the designated electricity transmitter’s Leave to Construct updated construction 


cost projections substantially exceeded the costs submitted in the designation proceeding; 


 In August 2017 the Minister of Energy asked the IESO to explore options and update the Needs 


Assessment of the project. The IESO reconfirmed the project as the preferred alternative to 


meet the need of long-term electricity supply for the northwest on December 1, 2017; 


 On February 15, 2018 Hydro One filed a Section 92 Leave to Construct application with the OEB 


for a new transmission facility - “Lake Superior Link”. Relative to the NextBridge alternative, the 


Lake Superior Link reference route provides in excess of approximately $140 million of capital 


savings and over $3 million annually in operations, maintenance and administration savings. 


 


1.3 Proponent 
 


Hydro One  is the proponent for Lake Superior Link and is responsible for the development of the ToR 


and subsequent EA document.  Hydro One is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Hydro One Inc., and is 


Ontario's largest electricity transmission and distribution provider with more than 1.3 million valued 


customers, $25 billion in assets and 2017 annual revenues of nearly $6 billion. Our team of over 7,400 


skilled and dedicated regular and non-regular employees proudly and safely serves suburban, rural and 


remote communities across Ontario through our 30,000 circuit km of high-voltage transmission and 


123,000 circuit km of primary distribution networks. Hydro One is committed to the communities we 


serve, and has been rated as the top utility in Canada for its corporate citizenship, sustainability, and 


diversity initiatives. We are one of only five utility companies in Canada to achieve the Sustainable 
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Energy Company designation from the Canadian Electricity Association. We also provide advanced 


broadband telecommunications services on a wholesale basis utilizing our extensive fibre optic network. 


The common shares of Hydro One Limited, the parent corporation of Hydro One Inc., are listed on the 


Toronto Stock Exchange (TSX: H). 


 


1.4 Purpose of the Study and Undertaking 
 


The purpose of the undertaking is to ensure an adequate, safe, reliable and affordable supply of power 


to enable future growth and supply in Northwestern Ontario.  The ToR is required under the 


Environmental Assessment Act to initiate the EA.  The ToR provides the framework for the EA and 


discusses the major aspects of the EA and how it will be approached.   


 


1.5 Outline of the Terms of Reference 
 


This ToR sets out the detailed requirements for the preparation of the EA document for the Lake 


Superior Link project in accordance with the requirements of the EA Act. If approved by the MOECC, the 


EA must be prepared in accordance with the detailed requirements set out in the approved ToR.   


In accordance with the MOECC Code of Practice: Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for 


Environmental Assessments in Ontario, (MOECC 2014) the ToR contains the following information: 


 Identification of the proponent; 


 Indication of how the environmental assessment will be prepared; 


 Purpose of the study or undertaking; 


 Description of and rationale for the undertaking; 


 Description of and rationale for alternatives; 


 Description of the existing environment and potential effects of the undertaking; 


 Assessment and evaluation; 


 Commitments and monitoring; 


 Consultation plan for the environmental assessment; 


 Flexibility to accommodate new circumstances; 


 Other approvals required. 


Taken together, the following sections of the ToR are intended to satisfy the requirements under Section 


6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act:  


 Regulatory Framework (Section 2) 


 Overview of the EA Process and Approval Requirements for the Project (Section 3) 
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 Description of the Undertaking and Evaluation of Alternative Methods (Section 4) 


 Consultation (Section 5)  


 Existing Environmental Conditions in the Study Area (Section 6) 


 Environmental Effects Evaluation and Mitigation Measures  (Section 7) 


 Commitments and Monitoring (Section 8) 
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2. Regulatory Framework 
 


Hydro One will identify all necessary approvals that may be required during project planning and 


construction.  Where practical, Hydro One will begin preparation of construction-related applications 


concurrent with the EA process.  It will be necessary to initiate some permit and approval activities or 


applications during the EA process including any required consultation activities with members of the 


public, municipalities, agencies, and Indigenous communities and groups. It should be noted that some 


permits and approvals for construction typically rely on more detailed engineering and design 


information than is available during the EA process.  In this event, Hydro One will carry out required 


studies necessary to support those approvals prior to start of construction. The following sections 


outline the framework for regulatory approvals in Ontario for electricity transmission projects and how 


they apply to the Project. 


 


2.1 Ontario’s Environmental Assessment Act  
 


In Ontario, new and expanded transmission lines are subject to the EA Act.  Ontario’s Electricity Projects 


Regulation (O. Reg. 116/01), formed under the EA Act, stipulates the EA requirements for electricity 


projects in Ontario on the basis of the project type (e.g., transmission lines, transformer stations, power 


generation plants, etc.) and, in the case of transmission lines, the voltage of the line and distance 


traversed. The voltage of the line and length of the Lake Superior Link project requires that an Individual 


EA application be prepared and submitted under Section 5 of the EA Act to the Minister of the 


Environment and Climate Change for approval, which includes preparation, submission and approval of 


a ToR and an EA Report. 


The Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Electricity Projects (MOECC 2011) 


differentiates between Class EAs and Individual Environmental Assessments (IEA).  Class EAs are EAs 


approved under the EA Act to pre-approve certain classes of projects that have predictable and 


mitigable environmental effects. IEAs is a term used to differentiate an EA performed under subsection 


5(1) of the EAA from Class EA projects and generally have more uncertainty or potential for greater 


environmental impacts.    


Hydro One is required to complete and submit a ToR to the MOECC for approval as illustrated on Figure 


2. The purpose of the ToR is to provide the overall study framework that will be followed during the EA. 


The public, Indigenous communities, government agencies and other interested individuals are provided 


with opportunities to comment. 
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Figure 2 – Environmental assessment timeline. Source: MOECC 2016 
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Should the ToR be approved by the Minister of the Environment of Climate Change, it will be used by 


Hydro One to guide the completion of the EA to ensure that it meets the intent of the EA Act.  The 


results of the EA process will then be documented in an EA Report to be submitted to the MOECC for 


review and approval.  


There are two key documentation requirements for the application: 


 the development, submission, review and approval of the ToR; and,  


 the preparation, submission, review and approval of the EA document in accordance with the 


framework set out in the MOECC approved ToR.  


Under the EA Act, an EA can proceed under section 6.1(2) which includes an assessment of “alternatives 


to” the undertaking and “alternative methods of carrying out the undertaking or it can proceed in 


accordance with subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act which allow focusing of the EA.  The reason 


for proceeding with this undertaking has been established by the IESO and is documented in Section 1.4. 


The IESO concluded that a new transmission line is the most practical and cost-effective method of 


bolstering electricity capacity in Northwestern Ontario.  As such, this ToR proposes that the focused EA 


be prepared in accordance with subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1.(3) of the EA Act.  Table 1 provides a 


comparison of Section 6 requirements and the proposed Lake Superior Link EA documentation.     


Table 1 – EA and ToR Requirements. 


Section of EAA  


6.1(2) 


Described in Terms of 
Reference 


To be Described 


 in EA Document 


(a) description of the purpose of 
the undertaking. 


The ToR describes the purpose 
of the undertaking (Section 0). 


The EA will describe the 
purpose of the undertaking. 


(b) description of and statement 
of the rationale for 


(i) undertaking 


(ii) alternative methods of     
carrying out the undertaking and 


(iii) alternatives to the 
undertaking 


i) The ToR provides a 
description of and rationale for 
the undertaking (Section 0).  


ii) The ToR presents two route 
alternatives for carrying out the 
undertaking (Section 4) and 
how those alternative methods 
will be assessed through the EA 
process.   


iii)The ToR provides a rationale 
for a focused EA that does not 
consider a “do nothing” 
alternative nor contemplates 
alternatives to the undertaking 
(Section 4). 


i)The EA will provide a 
description of and rationale for 
the undertaking. 


ii)The EA will assess two 
alternative reference routes. 


iii)The EA will reiterate the 
rationale for a focused EA that 
was presented in the ToR.  
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Section of EAA  


6.1(2) 


Described in Terms of 
Reference 


To be Described 


 in EA Document 


  


 


(c) description of 


(i) environment that will be 
affected or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
affected, directly or indirectly 


(ii) the effects that will be caused 
or that might reasonably be 
expected to be caused to the 
environment; and, 


(iii) the actions necessary or that 
may reasonably be expected to 
prevent, change, mitigate or 
remedy the effects upon or the 
effects that might reasonably be 
expected upon the environment 
by the undertaking 


i) The ToR generally describes 
the environment that will be 
affected or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
affected by the Project either 
directly or indirectly. (Section 6) 


ii) The ToR describes the 
framework of how the EA will 
assess and identify any effects 
on the environment that will be 
affected or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
affected by the Project.  
(Section 7) 


iii) The ToR describes how the 
EA will address any identified 
effects either through 
prevention, change or 
mitigation.  (Section 7)  


i) The EA will describe, in 
greater detail, the environment 
that will be affected or that 
might reasonably be expected 
to be affected, directly or 
indirectly by the Project. 


ii) The EA will assess and 
identify any effects that will be 
caused or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
caused to the environment.  


iii) The EA will evaluate any 
effects identified and address 
them through prevention, 
change or mitigation.  


(d) an evaluation of the 
advantages and disadvantages to 
the environment of the 
undertaking. 


The ToR provides a 
commitment to describe 
advantages and disadvantages 
in the EA document (Sections 4, 
7). 


The EA will provide an 
evaluation of the advantages 
and disadvantages to the 
environment of the 
undertaking. 


(e) a description of the 
consultation about the 
undertaking by the proponent 
and the results of the 
consultation. 


The ToR describes the 
Indigenous, public and 
stakeholder consultation that 
was conducted for the 
development of the ToR.  
(Section 5) 


The ToR provides a list of 
contacts and a record of 
consultation developed through 
the ToR process.  (Section 5) 


The ToR also describes the 


The EA will provide a 
description of the Indigenous, 
public and stakeholder 
consultation that was 
conducted throughout the EA 
process.  The EA will identify a 
list of contacts consulted with 
and provide a record of 
consultation, status of 
consultation, summary of 
issues and summary of issue 
resolution.  
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Section of EAA  


6.1(2) 


Described in Terms of 
Reference 


To be Described 


 in EA Document 


consultation framework that 
will be undertaken during the 
EA process to consult with 
Indigenous communities, the 
public and stakeholders. 
(Section 5). 


 


 


2.2 Other Applicable Provincial EA Processes 
 


The Project is also subject to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) EA requirements 


for disposition of Crown lands in sections of the route that traverse public lands, including provincial 


parks and conservation reserves, and more specifically the MNRF Class EA for Resource Stewardship and 


Facility Development Projects and the MNRF’s Class EA for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves.  


Discussions with the MNRF have commenced and will continue during the EA phase to assist with the 


disposition of Crown land for the Project. In addition, public lands transactions under the jurisdiction of 


Infrastructure Ontario are subject to the requirements of the Ministry of Infrastructure Public Work 


Class EA. It is Hydro One’s intention that these other EA process requirements will be met through the 


Individual EA process for the Project.  


 


2.3 Ontario Energy Board Act 
 


The Lake Superior Link project requires OEB approval. The OEB regulates Ontario’s natural gas and 


electricity industries and is responsible for ensuring construction and operation of proposed 


transmission facilities are in the public interest.  The OEB’s role is to review a transmission project’s 


effect on consumers with respect to prices, reliability and quality of electricity service. The OEB operates 


as an adjudicative tribunal and carries out its functions through oral or written public hearings. There 


are potentially two applications with the OEB related to the Project: 


 Leave to Construct - The Project is subject to “Leave to Construct” approval under Section 92 of 


the OEB Act.  The OEB review of Hydro One’s application for Leave to Construct approval 


examines technical aspects, consumer protection and also includes provisions for 


engagement/consultation.  Hydro One submitted a section 92 Leave to Construct application to 


the OEB on February 15, 2018.   







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 20 


 Early Access to Land (subsection 98 (1.1) of the OEB Act).  Early access allows Hydro One 


employees and representatives to access private properties affected by the proposed Project in 


order to undertake a limited number of activities (including biological and archaeological field 


studies, data collection, legal surveys and soil testing) while the Section 92 application is under 


consideration by the OEB.  This early access is required to gather seasonal data for the EA and 


other approvals and to bring the project in-service by the required due date. 


 


2.4 The Expropriation Act 
 


Hydro One’s goal is to secure voluntary property settlements with affected property owners (“Property 


Owners”) in a timely manner, to the extent practicable, for the portion of properties to be utilized for 


the Project.  Property Owners will be offered the choice of Hydro One acquiring either an easement or 


the fee simple interest in the lands required for the Project. Hydro One’s offers will be based upon 


appraisal reports prepared by external, independent Accredited Appraisal Institute of Canada (AACI) 


appraisers retained by Hydro One. 


Hydro One’s primary intent is to negotiate easement rights with landowners. In some cases, it will be 


necessary to purchase entire properties where current uses are incompatible with a transmission 


corridor e.g., a permanent structure or residence under a transmission line.    


These project-specific land acquisition compensation principles are founded upon Hydro One’s past 


experience pertaining to land acquisition matters for new transmission projects. Hydro One’s central 


consideration has been the need for Property Owners to have flexibility and choice while balancing 


Hydro One’s desire to achieve timely acquisition of property interests and its obligation to ensure that 


expenditures are fair and reasonable to ratepayers. 


Should voluntary property settlements meet an impasse, Chapter E.26 under the Ontario Expropriations 


Act, outlines the conditions and restrictions under which a claim for expropriation can be submitted, and 


the rights of residents facing the claim.  The expropriation plan must be approved and registered under 


both the OEB Act and the Expropriations Act prior to commencement of construction of the new line.   


Expropriations would also need to be approved by the OEB under s.99 of the OEB Act. 


 


2.5 Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 
 


An electricity project subject to the EA Act may also be subject to the Canadian Environmental 


Assessment Act (CEA Act).  CEA Act includes a list of projects or activities (also known as Regulations 


Designating Physical Activities), which identify major projects with the greatest potential for significant 


adverse environmental impact and thus require a federal EA under CEA Act. 
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The Lake Superior Lake project is not considered a “designated project” as the Project does not meet the 


requirements as stipulated in the regulation designating physical activities, and therefore the CEA Act 


does not apply.  In the event that the Project is modified and meets the criteria at a future date, thereby 


becoming a “designated project” under the CEA Act, Hydro One will notify the Canadian Environmental 


Assessment Agency (CEAA). 


Although the Lake Superior Link project is not a designated project under the CEA Act, the Project may 


require federal approvals or authorizations where the transmission route crosses federal lands.  Federal 


lands include two First Nation reserves (Michipicoten First Nation Reserve and Pays Plat First Nation) 


under Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) jurisdiction (formerly Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada) 


and one National Park (Pukaskwa National Park) under Parks Canada jurisdiction. 


Authorization for works within Pukaskwa National Park will be required from Parks Canada.   Hydro One 


currently has a License of Occupation for its existing infrastructure and this license is currently being 


renewed, remaining in effect until such renewal is complete.  Upgrades to infrastructure within the Park 


are allowable within the existing license agreement as they are not considered new development.  Parks 


Canada has confirmed in a letter sent on 27 November 2017 that Parks Canada is prepared to continue 


to consider the Hydro One request in accordance with the License of Occupation, applicable laws and 


policies, and Indigenous consultation obligations.  Additionally, mitigations would need to be identified 


and  more information on construction impacts, as per Article 8.01 of the current License Agreement, is 


required, as well as  completion of either a Basic or Detailed Impact Assessment under Section 67 of the 


CEA Act. An updated Environmental Evaluation Report was provided to Parks Canada on January 24, 


2018, which satisfies the requirements of the agreement.  Studies and consultation will address impacts 


and mitigations within the Park area and the Impact Assessment will be provided to Parks Canada per 


Section 67.  


The usage of First Nation reserve land would require Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) authorization.  


Requirements to this end may be via Project Description Report and/or through a Land Use Permit.  


Consultation with local First Nations is ongoing throughout the lifecycle of the project and will include 


further determination of approvals for use of reserve land. Hydro One will consult with CEAA and will 


work closely with federal authorities to provide specific details about the location and extent of the 


project, including providing a project description, to enable a determination of any permit or 


authorization requirements.  


 


2.6 Other Relevant Provincial Legislation, Permits and Policies 
 


Based on current information, a number of permits, licences and approvals under Provincial legislation 


may be required.  In some cases, a final determination cannot be made until the detailed design phase 


for the project. These may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
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 approval under the Lakes and Rivers Improvement Act, to undertake work on shore lands and 


works within a water body (Consolidated Work Permit); 


 approval for ownership/easement of land on which structures are built from the MNRF under 


the Public Lands Act; 


 permits from the MNRF under the Public Lands Act, for site alteration on Crown lands or 


infrastructure on or over Crown lands; 


 work permit controls, at all times of the year, for clearing within 300 m of a forest or woodland 


from the MNRF Forest Management Branch under the Forest Fires Prevention Act; 


 approval under Aggregate Resources Act, to extract aggregate within Crown lands. 


 Forest Resource License to harvest timber on Crown lands as per the Crown Forest Sustainability 


Act; 


 Fish Scientific Collectors Permits and Wildlife Scientific Collection Authorizations from the MNRF 


under the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act;  


 Approvals to work within provincial parks, if required under Provincial Parks and Conservation 


Reserves Act; 


 Authorization under Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, should the Project potentially impact 


wildlife; 


 permits for application of pesticides from the MOECC under the Pesticides Act, for vegetation 


management during the operation phase; 


 under the Ontario Heritage Act, an archaeological assessment(s) is required to obtain Ministry 


of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS) clearance.   


 heritage and heritage landscape compliance with the Ontario Heritage Act.  


 approval of new structures, encroachment entrances or construction that may affect existing 


and planned highways from the Ministry of Transportation under the Provincial Transportation 


and Highway Improvement Act; 


 compliance with industrial design/construction safety regulations, including filing notice of 


project before construction commences, of the Ontario Ministry of Labour under the 


Occupational Health and Safety Act; 


 compliance with health regulations of the Ministry of Health under the Public Health Act; 


 withdrawal of staking rights or lands from prospecting under the Mining Act, 1990; 


 permits under the Ontario Water Resources Act (section 53) for water taking or discharge, 


dewatering.   


 approvals under the Ontario’s Environmental Protection Act (section 9) on airborne emissions, 


noise, hazardous waste and sewage/waste management.   


 Provincial Policy Statement [Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Ministry of Housing (MMA, MAH), 


2014}; 


 Water Management Policies and Guidelines (MOECC), Policy 1 and 2; and, 


 permits may be required under the Endangered Species Act. 
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2.7 Other Relevant Federal Legislation, Permits, and Policies  
 


Other relevant federal legislation and policies include, but are not limited to: 


 Species at Risk Act (Environment and Climate Change Canada);  


 Migratory Birds Convention Act (Environment and Climate Change Canada); 


 Fisheries Act (Fisheries and Oceans Canada); 


 Navigation Protection  Act (Transport Canada); 


 Aeronautics Act (Transport Canada);  


 Railway Safety Act (Transport Canada); 


 Parks Canada Agency Act (Parks Canada); 


 Indian Act (Indigenous Services Canada); and,  


 Canada Transportation Act. 


Federal policies regarding species and habitat protection include: 


 Policy on Wetland Conservation; 


 Canadian Biodiversity Strategy; 


 Convention on Biological Diversity; and 


 Wildlife Policy for Canada. 


All approvals that are necessary for the Project to proceed will be outlined in the EA document.  It may 


not be practicable to complete all required surveys in relation to other approvals prior to submission of 


the EA document, but Hydro One will commit to continue and complete all information collection prior 


to construction. 
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3. Overview of the EA Process and Requirements for the Proposed 


Project 
 


The EA study will comply with requirements set out in the EA Act. Hydro One will submit the EA for 


review and approval to the Minister of Environment and Climate Change, following an extensive 


engagement/consultation process.   As previously discussed in Section 2.1, the MOECC states: “A 


proponent should use subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) if there is a more defined planning process and 


more details of the proposal are already known (for example, the potential alternatives it wishes to 


evaluate).”  Based on the previously conducted needs assessment and the prioritization of the project 


from regulatory bodies, a more focused approach to the EA will be utilized.  


The EA will consist of the following components: 


 a description and purpose of the Project based on the recommendations and decisions of the 


IESO and the government; 


 a description of and statement of the rationale for the Project; 


 the EA will not include a description and rationale for the Do Nothing alternative as the Project 


has already been identified by the regulator as a priority project; 


 the EA will not include a description and rationale of alternative methods of carrying out the 


Project as it has already been extensively studied by the regulator and the preferred alternative 


has already been identified. However, the identified reference route and reference route 


alternative will be considered for the Project as well as design considerations and local 


refinements; 


 a description of the environment that will be affected, or might reasonably be expected to 


affected directly or indirectly by the Project and the alternative routes considered; 


 a description of the advantages and disadvantages that will be caused or might reasonably be 


expected to be caused to the environment as a result of the Project, and the alternative 


methods of carrying out the Project; 


 a description of the actions necessary or that may be reasonably expected to be necessary to 


prevent, change, remedy or mitigate any effects; 


 description of the advantages and disadvantages of the alternative route methods; 


 description of the public, agency and stakeholder consultations and Indigenous communities 


and groups engagement and consultation undertaken during the EA process; 


 pre- and post- development environmental monitoring plan (as necessary); and, 


 supporting documents, maps, etc., as required under the EA Act and its regulations. 


 


An outline of the ToR and its contents can be found in Section 1.5 which will contribute to the overview 


of the EA process and requirements for the proposed Project. The project as a whole will be assessed 


using the best information available with levels of detail tailored to maximize the clarity of the process.   
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3.1 Flexibility to Accommodate New Circumstances 
 


The lifecycle of a complex and geographically extensive and diverse project from the conceptual stage to 


operation may be subject to project changes. In addition, the time gap between a ToR and a successful 


EA submission potentially allows for new circumstances to arise.  To address these changes, there is a 


requirement for flexibility within the document to lay out a framework for a successful EA submission 


and subsequent construction and operational phases.  Project design updates, study area changes, novel 


information, and implementation of input from the consultation process are examples of new 


circumstances arising during a project lifecycle. These degrees of flexibility allow proponents reasonable 


measures to address unforeseen circumstances but still maintain regulatory compliance throughout the 


project phases without starting the ToR and EA process anew.  Some of these changes are likely to be 


minor and have limited consequences while others may be more significant and require consultation 


with a number of stakeholders and agencies.  Hydro One has prepared this ToR with the most complete 


state of knowledge at the time of its preparation but acknowledges the Project need to adapt to new 


circumstances.  


 


3.2 EA Document Preparation and Submission 
 


The EA will be consistent with the requirements on the EA Act described in Section 2.1. As described in 


the MOECC’s Code of Practice on Preparing and Reviewing Environmental Assessments in Ontario, the 


EA will include: 


 an Executive Summary; 


 list of studies and reports; 


 Terms of Reference requirements; 


 identification of the proponent; 


 commitments and monitoring; 


 other approvals; 


 consultation summary; and, 


 appendices. 


In addition, commitments to post-approval actions including project notification, remedial action plans, 


etc. will also be described. The EA will document need, the purpose for the undertaking, alternative 


routes, engagement/consultation undertaken, a description of and rationale for the undertaking, 


environmental baseline, environmental effects and proposed mitigation measures associated with the 


undertaking, commitments to compliance monitoring, and future commitments to be satisfied at 


subsequent design stages. Further information will be included if warranted.   
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In addition to the EA, reference reports will be prepared at appropriate stages of the EA to document 


technical work that is undertaken to support the decision-making process. These reference reports will 


be included as technical appendices to the EA as described in the Code of Practice. 


A draft EA will be made available to the public, federal and provincial government agencies, 


municipalities and Indigenous communities and groups for review prior to formal submission to the 


MOECC. The documentation will be available at government offices, public libraries and on the project 


web site. Hard copies will be made available to the Bands to allow for comments by their members. 


Subsequent to the pre-submission review and consideration of any comments received, the EA will be 


formally submitted to the MOECC for an approval decision.  


The EA will provide a comprehensive list of all relevant commitments made during the preparation of 


the ToR and the EA to guide future environmental work and engagement/consultation as well as effects 


and compliance monitoring.  All monitoring will be consistent with MOECC requirements. 
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4. Description of the Undertaking and Evaluation of Alternative 


Methods 
 


The project consists of a new approximately 400 km long double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line 


connecting the Lakehead TS to the Wawa TS, with a connection at the Marathon TS. The majority of the 


new transmission line will be constructed on a new right-of-way (ROW) that is largely on or adjacent to 


the existing Hydro One transmission corridor (the existing East-West Tie, or EWT). There are two 


exceptions to this routing. The first is the section of approximately 35 km in the Reference Route 


through Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure will be renewed and replaced, with no 


corridor widening required. Two new circuits and the two existing circuits would be installed on new 


quad-circuit structures. The second is in both the Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative and 


includes the routing of the line around the communities of Dorion and Loon Lake (approximately 57 km 


in length) within the section between Nipigon and Lakehead TS, which deviates from the existing EWT.  


See Figure 1 for further details on these route alternatives.  Temporary and permanent access roads, 


storage and laydown yards, will be form part of the project facilities and are discussed further in Section 


4. 


4.1 Study Area  
 


The Project is located in the Province of Ontario and extends from the Municipality of Shuniah near the 


City of Thunder Bay to east of the Municipality of Wawa. A key map showing the location of the Project 


and routing of the transmission line is presented in Figure 1. The majority of the Project is located on 


provincial Crown land, with some sections within easements acquired from private landowners. The EA 


will study both reference route and reference route alternative study areas.  


It should be noted that another proponent, NextBridge, has done studies in the area of the proposed 


corridor.  Where there is an overlap of the study areas, Hydro One is generally not duplicating these 


studies, but using the information available publicly through an EA document already funded by the 


ratepayers of Ontario.   


 


4.2 Alternative Methods 
 


The Environmental Assessment Act requires proponents under Section 6.1 (2) to conduct an alternatives 


assessment to demonstrate the advantages and disadvantages of the preferred alternative in 


comparison to other alternatives considered.  The East-West tie project has been identified by the 


Ministry of Energy, the OEB and the IESO as a priority project, as per an Order-in-Council issued by the 


Lieutenant Governor in Council on March 4, 2016 and will utilize a focused method.  An extensive 


alternatives assessment process has been previously performed by these agencies in the needs 
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assessments and rationale for the East-West Tie Expansion project conducted by OPA and IESO.  In these 


assessments, other alternatives to the undertaking, such as increased local generation and other 


transmission solutions were assessed and the proposed East-West Tie transmission project was 


identified as the preferred option (IESO).  Under subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the focused EA the 


assessment of alternatives and approach will take into account the IESO recommendations. As such, the 


need and method for the goals of the project have been clearly identified and the ToR will not contain 


an assessment of alternatives to the undertaking.  Instead, the evaluation of alternatives will focus on 


the assessment of alternative methods for carrying out the undertaking, in the form of routing 


alternatives.  A reference route will be evaluated against an alternative route to compare the 


advantages and disadvantages of each option in the context of the natural environment, socio-economic 


environment and technical-administrative and cost considerations.  


The sections below identify the transmission route that will be assessed and will describe the local 


refinement and design considerations.  


 


4.3 Do Nothing Alternative 
 


The “Do Nothing” alternative represents what is expected to happen if none of the alternatives being 


considered is carried out (MOECC 2014).  As with the alternative methods outlined above, the need and 


rationale for the Project has been clearly identified by the government.  The EA will not assess a “Do 


Nothing” alternative but instead focus on the comparative advantages and disadvantages of the 


proposed reference route and reference route alternatives.    


 


4.4 Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative 
 


Hydro One has put forward two route alternatives for assessment. Each of the proposed routes fulfills 


the connection criteria outlined by the government and have been developed to be located adjacent to 


existing transmission corridors, where possible, in accordance with the Provincial Policy Statement.  


Figure 3 shows the reference route (solid line) and reference route alternative (dotted line).  The 


reference route travels from the Wawa TS through Pukaskwa National Park to the Marathon TS along 


the existing Hydro One ROW.  From there, it follows the shore of Lake Superior until Dorion where it 


travels north of the existing ROW and connects to the Lakehead TS.  The reference route alternative 


follows the same route as the reference route, except that, prior to entering Pukaskwa National Park 


from the east, it travels north to White River and follows Highway 17 west to the Marathon TS to avoid 


the area through Pukaskwa National Park.   
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Figure 3 – Reference route (solid red line) and reference route alternative (dotted blue line). 


At a minimum, the alternatives assessment will consider the following questions, as outlined in Section 


5.2.5 of the Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for Environmental Assessments in Ontario 


(MOECC 2016) document:  


 Do they provide a viable solution to the problem or opportunity to be addressed? 
 Are they proven technologies? 
 Are they technically feasible? 
 Are they consistent with other relevant planning objectives, policies and decisions (for example, 


Official Plan, Provincial Policy Statement, Growth Plans under the Places to Grow Act, 2005)? 
 Are they consistent with provincial government priority initiatives (for example, waste diversion, 


energy efficiency, source water protection, reducing greenhouse gas emissions)? 
 Could they affect any sensitive environmental features (for example, provincially significant 


wetlands, prime agricultural area, endangered species habitat, floodplains, archaeological 
resources, built heritage)? 


 Are they practical, financially realistic and economically viable? 
 Are they within the ability of the proponent to implement? 
 Can they be implemented within the defined study area? 
 Are they appropriate to the proponent doing the study? 
 Are they able to meet the purpose of the Environmental Assessment Act? 


4.4.1 Local Refinements of the Reference Route 


 


The project team, in consultation with affected/interested persons, will highlight specific areas where 


the reference route could be refined if an alternative will result in potentially significant benefits, all 


factors considered.     
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As a result of consultation, the EA will work to seek other local route refinements and evaluate them.  


The evaluation will examine the differences in net effects and costs associated with local alignment 


configurations.  After engagement/consultation with landowners, agencies, municipalities, Indigenous 


communities and groups, and interest groups, the project team may refine the reference alignment.  


Hydro One acknowledges that consideration of local refinements may require additional and timely 


notification of new potentially affected landowners.  The decision-making process will be clearly 


documented and presented to stakeholders for input and comment, and to ensure that issues have 


been addressed.   


When route refinements are being considered, a local study area will be established. Data will be 


collected for environmental features within the study area to identify the preferred route alternative.  


This data is intended to assist in determining the overall effect of the ROW alignment on the natural and 


socio-economic environments to develop appropriate mitigation measures.  These evaluation criteria 


and indicators may be subject to refinement and modification during the EA process based on study 


findings, consultation and provincial policy.  Technical, administrative and cost criteria will also be 


considered in this process.   


Route refinement selection will be evaluated in a comparative manner by different factor groups 


(natural environment, socio-economic environment, technical-administrative-cost); criteria (human and 


natural components of the environment that potentially could be affected by the project); and 


indicators (direct quantitative measures that can be used to represent the measurements of potential 


effects for each criterion). Data sources will be identified for each indicator. For consistency and 


reliability, data sets will be limited to secondary source data readily available to Hydro One, for example, 


in a consistent Geographic Information System (GIS) format for the various options.  Some examples of 


indicators to be used for each criterion include the following:   


 Natural Environment (proximity to known Species At Risk) 
 Socio-economic Criteria (number of properties crossed) 
 Technical, Administrative and Cost Criteria (total route distance and area) 


Other factors will be considered depending on stakeholder and Indigenous community input.  For 


consistency and reliability, data sets will rely on secondary source data readily available to Hydro One, 


supplemented, as appropriate, by primary data collected from interest groups, agencies, utilities, 


members of the public, Ministries, Indigenous communities and field studies. Published secondary 


source data for the evaluation of alternative methods, such as aerial photos and GIS data, will be 


obtained from agencies and municipal Official Plans. The analysis and results of the methodology 


described above will be prepared and documented in the EA and its appendices.  Appendix 2 contains a 


list of criteria and their indicators.  


 


 


 







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 31 


4.5 Evaluation of Alternative Methods 
 


The alternatives evaluation will examine the differences in net effects and costs associated with 


alignment configurations. These following general principles will be applied by Hydro One during the EA 


process in the development and evaluation of alternative methods:  


 maximizing paralleling  existing infrastructure corridors; 
 minimizing the affected land area;  
 minimizing negative effects on existing and designated land uses; 
 minimizing negative effects on agricultural lands and operations; 
 minimizing negative effects on natural systems, with particular emphasis on natural features, 


functions and communities (including treed lots and vegetation); 
 minimizing negative effects on built-up areas that provide a cultural, recreational, social and 


economic benefit; 
 minimizing negative effects on businesses, farmers and landowners; and, 
 maximizing opportunities to enhance positive effects on the natural and socio-economic 


environment.  


These principles for evaluating alternative methods are intended to minimize significant environmental 


effects. Modifications to the project design will occur throughout the project planning in conjunction 


with discussions with stakeholders and Indigenous communities and groups.  Evaluation methodologies 


will be fully documented within the EA. 


 


4.6 Technical Overview of the Undertaking 
 


The general location of the Project and certain technical specifications has been determined by the OEB. 
Specifically, on December 20, 2011, the OEB issued an Information Package on the East-West Tie Line to 
Electricity Transmitters that registered to participate in the bid process for the Project. The information 
package provided a definition of the Project for designation purposes, as well as the minimum technical 
requirements for the Project.   


The project will comply with North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC), Northeast Power 


Coordinating Council, Inc., and IESO reliability standards. Climate Change will be taken into account 


during the design of the Project.  The following sections outline the technical portions of the Project.  


4.6.1 Design Considerations 


 


The project will enhance safety and security of electrical supply and design considerations will be 


evaluated consistent with this purpose.  Alternative design considerations involving span length, tower 


height, alignment of access roads, timing of construction and tower design will be evaluated based on 


site-specific environmental and technical considerations and stakeholder input. The criteria and 
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principles defined above will also be used to evaluate design considerations.  Changes to project design 


will be made to accommodate landowner concerns if it is practicable to do so without negatively 


affecting other landowners, environmental features or significantly negatively affecting overall project 


costs.  Hydro One will document landowner issues, how these decisions were made, and the results. 


Alternative design considerations available to mitigate potential effects include: 


 span length between the towers to avoid environmental features (such as ANSIs, ESAs, hazard 
lands, or crossing water bodies), where required; 


 tower height to avoid environmental features, where required;  
 access road specifics, including alignment, location, and removal or possible retention after 


construction is complete, if required;   
 site-specific vegetation management regimes; 
 construction timing (seasonal) and staging along the ROW to minimize potential effects on the 


natural environment and farming operations; and, 
 tower siting and placement for specific applications to minimize aesthetic effects on the local 


public and the traveling public or disturbances to farming operations.  


4.6.2 Transmission Line 


 


The transmission line will be designed to be an overhead 230 kV Alternating Current (AC) double-circuit 


transmission line. The transmission line will consist of transmission structures, insulators, conductors, 


overhead shield wires (OHSW), optical ground wire (OPGW) and grounding. 


Where the proposed route is adjacent to the existing East-West Tie Transmission Line the ROW will 


typically be up to 37 metres (m) wide. A ROW, typically up to 46 m wide, will be cleared of vegetation to 


accommodate the transmission line around the communities of Dorion and Loon Lake between Nipigon 


and Lakehead. For the section of line through PNP, the corridor will not be widened and as such no 


vegetation removals are required outside the existing ROW. The ROW width for the line has been 


determined primarily through consideration of the design of the structures to be constructed, the span 


between structures, the sag of the conductor, and ability to utilize areas within the existing EWT 


corridor during construction. During construction, the requirement for additional permanent ROW 


easements may be identified to accommodate tower assembly and erection; and conductor stringing 


and tensioning, angles in the route, or long spans. 


4.6.3 Transmission Line Structures 


 


Three (3) different transmission structure types will be used, depending on the line location, which may 
include guyed towers and self‐supporting structures.  Figure 4 shows the different types of proposed 
structures. 
 
The actual number of structures and type of foundation will depend on span distances between the 
structures, as determined by topographic, meteorological, technical environmental and socio-economic 
constraints.  This will be confirmed in the detail design stage for the Project.  
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Figure 4 – Proposed typical structure types and heights. 


4.6.4 Access Roads 


 


Temporary access roads will be required for the construction of the Project in some areas. Construction 


requires temporary access to the ROW for clearing and site preparation, construction of the dead-end 


structures, for cleanup and site restoration. It is the intention to upgrade and utilize, where possible, the 


existing access roads that were used to build the existing East-West Tie line, built in the 1960’s. Also, 


where scheduling permits, it is the intention to use winter roads as a means of access. 


All-terrain vehicles will be used to carry out ground based inspections and right of way maintenance. 


Maintenance of the transmission line and any emergency repairs will be carried out using helicopters for 


both access and the delivery of materials and equipment.  


4.6.5 Storage, Laydown and Fly Yards 


 


Storage, laydown and fly yards will be required to receive and distribute materials and equipment 


needed for construction of the transmission line. The EA will assess sites for potential usage as yards and 


it is expected that these yards will be established in strategic locations near the Project and 


communities. Materials, equipment and supplies from the storage yards will be transported by truck to 


laydown yards or to structure locations within the ROW, as required. The contractor may choose to 


transport materials by helicopter to structure locations not accessible by ground vehicle, and more 


specifically to those tower locations within PNP. Permits and/or authorizations for the storage and fly 
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yards will be obtained prior to their use, where applicable. Further details on number and size of yards 


will be determined later in the EA process.  


4.6.6 Construction Offices 


 


The contractor will establish temporary construction offices and communications. The exact locations 


and number of offices will be determined by Hydro One’s contractor. Typically, these facilities are leased 


or rented and may be located in the City of Thunder Bay, Township of Nipigon, Town of Marathon 


and/or Municipality of Wawa or near laydown yards, storage yards, or other temporary facilities. The 


construction offices will be decommissioned and/or returned to existing uses following completion of 


construction activities. 


4.6.7 Temporary Construction Easements 


 


Temporary construction easements are anticipated to be required at select locations along the corridor 
such as at dead-end structures to provide adequate space for equipment and materials to enable 
conductor pulling/tensioning. Once construction has been completed, all temporary construction 
easement areas will be decommissioned and restored as required.  


 


4.7 Project Phases 
 


The project includes the planning, design, construction, and operation and maintenance of the above 
project components. Project activities include: 


 site preparation, including clearing of vegetation for construction access along the ROW; 


 construction of new access roads and upgrades to existing roads; 


 transportation and delivery of construction equipment and materials along the ROW; 


 construction of tower foundations, tower structure assembly and erection, and conductor 


stringing and tensioning; 


 tower replacement within Pukaskwa National Park; 


 tie-in to existing transformer stations (Lakehead, Marathon and Wawa); 


 construction demobilization and restoration; and, 


 operation and maintenance of the new and modified power transmission line. 


4.7.1 Construction 


 


The construction and commissioning of the Project is expected to occur over an approximately 30-
month period, after acquiring all the necessary approvals, permits and clearances to construct. 
Construction activities will continue year-round, with some construction activities being staged and 
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implemented to avoid or minimize potential effects on environmentally sensitive areas or life cycle 
periods of wildlife, such as avoiding clearing of vegetation during the migratory bird nesting season. The 
detailed construction staging and sequencing of the Project will be determined by Hydro One in 
discussion with its construction contractor. Construction activities will typically occur during the working 
hours of 07:00 to 19:00 from Monday to Friday. However, regularly scheduled night-time work and/or 
weekend work may be required to address schedule delays caused by weather or other unexpected 
conditions. Project commissioning and start-up is expected to occur shortly after construction and 
testing is completed. The main construction activities that have the potential to affect the natural 
environmental and socio-economic features include the following, in sequential order: 


 surveying, staking and geotechnical investigations; 


 clearing and grubbing of vegetation; 


 construction of supportive infrastructure (e.g., access roads, watercourse crossings, laydown 


yards, and construction camps); 


 material delivery/distribution to sites; 


 foundation installation for transmission structures; 


 assembly and erection of transmission structures; 


 conductor installation (pull, sag and clip); 


 clean-up and restoration; and, 


 testing and commissioning. 


4.7.2 Operation 


 


Activities such as vegetation maintenance and transmission line assessments would be regularly 


performed on the transmission line.  Vegetation management activities are performed to manage and 


mitigate safety and reliability risks due to vegetation growing both on and off the ROW. 


The operating services to be conducted include: 


 structure climbing and helicopter inspections; 


 line hardware and insulator thermography; 


 ROW inspections; 


 visual ground patrol; 


 Vegetation management; and, 


 Repairs and maintenance. 


4.7.3 Decommissioning 


 


The Project will be operated for an indeterminate time period and retirement (or decommissioning) is 


not anticipated. Should decommissioning activities eventually be considered for some or all Project 


components, decommissioning will be planned and conducted in accordance with the relevant 


standards and regulatory requirements in effect at that time. 
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5. Consultation 
 


Effective consultation for both the ToR and EA is a vital part of the Project lifecycle.  Interested parties 


can raise concerns about the project during the ToR and EA process so that Project planning can resolve 


issues before they arise.  Consultation can result in mitigation of impacts to individuals and 


communities, fewer conflicts and delays and helps to improve transparency around the ToR, EA and 


Project planning process.   


The objectives of the consultation plans are to: 


 consult with all potentially affected and interested stakeholders; 


 provide sufficient information in a user-friendly format; 


 provide opportunities for input before decisions are made; 


 provide appropriate, flexible and convenient opportunities for consultation that meet the needs 


of stakeholders; 


 be responsive by listening to comments, giving them careful consideration, making changes to 


Project proposals where appropriate and providing a rationale where no change is made; 


 document the consultation program as well as the issues raised by stakeholders and provide 


written responses to key issues; and, 


 evaluate the effectiveness of the program on an ongoing basis and make changes for 


improvement. 


Meaningful consultation lasts the life of the Project. Figure 5 identifies the key decision-points in the 


project and the proposed consultation activities for each.   The timelines in the figure are required 


to meet the project need date. Specific consultation activities are described below. 
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Figure 5 – Key decision points during the EA process 
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5.1 Principles and Approach 
 


Consistent with the MOECC Code of Practice and best practices in public consultation and engagement, 


a number of key principles underpin the approach, for this project, including: 


 early, ongoing, clear, timely and respectful communication and dialogue with all stakeholders; 


 a ‘no surprises’ for elected officials by providing advance copies of information being circulated 


in the public domain; 


 provision of multiple and ongoing opportunities for all affected and interested parties to 


communicate with members of the project team and to provide input in a way that meets their 


needs; 


 open, transparent, and flexible planning and decision-making processes; and, 


 thorough documentation of input received during the consultation process and follow-up with 


all participants on how their input was incorporated into project plans, or an explanation of why 


it could not be incorporated. 


The Lake Superior Link team will approach communication and consultation with: 


 a focus on building local relationships by communicating with the residents and officials, media 


and interest groups in the immediate project area and identifying opportunities for face-to-face 


meetings; 


 a commitment to ongoing conversations with communities along the route, including 


Indigenous communities, about what tangible benefits we can bring to the region; and, 


 dedicated property agents to communicate personally with property owners adjacent to the 


proposed corridor (two agents for the permanent rights and one for temporary rights). 


 


5.2 Stakeholder Identification 
 


There are a wide range of project interests and stakeholders. Interactions with stakeholders will be 


compiled and consultation commitments will be tracked.  The following stakeholders will be consulted 


with in regard to both reference and alternative routes: 


 owners and occupants (tenants) of property within the proposed transmission corridor; 


 residents within the area of the transmission line route; 


 non-government organizations and groups with an interest in the project; 


 agencies with an interest in the project including the Government Review Team; 


 municipalities affected by the project; 


 Indigenous communities as identified  by the Crown via the Ontario Ministry of Energy; and, 


 interested members of the public. 
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Early in the Project planning stage a Government Review Team Master Distribution List was obtained 
from the MOECC. This list is used to ensure that the distribution of Project materials is directed to the 
appropriate Federal, Provincial and Municipal agencies.  
 
Stakeholders, interest groups and members of the public have been identified in various ways.  
Geographical Information System data was used to identify directly and potentially impacted property 
owners. A third party realty team was used to gather names, addresses and contact information through 
publicly available sources. Stakeholders and interest groups were identified through research and 
previously completed publicly available environmental assessment information.  
 
In delegating procedural aspects of consultation, the Ministry of Energy has identified fourteen First 
Nations and four Métis Groups as having a potential interest in the Project. 
 
A comprehensive contact list is being maintained from the outset of the Project. The list is updated 
regularly as contacts change and new contacts are identified through consultation activities. 
It is important to keep people up-to-date about what is happening on the project and inviting input from 
stakeholders.  The following on-going consultation activities are planned for the project:  
 


 Website – A dedicated project website will continue to be updated throughout the EA process 


and will offer visitors access to project information and the opportunity to comment on the 


proposal.  The purpose of the website is to provide a widely accessible venue for a large number 


of stakeholders to obtain and download a wide range of information in a timely manner 


throughout the life of the project.  However, internet access is not universally available and 


thus, alternative options for obtaining information will be available.  The website can be found 


at https://www.hydroone.com/lakesuperiorlink.  An email address 


community.relations@hydroone.com is available on the website for comments and questions to 


be submitted to the project team; 


 Hotline – The project hotline, 1-877-345-6799, will provide 24 hour voicemail access throughout 


the life of the project.  This will give stakeholders another opportunity to leave comments or 


request information regarding the project; 


 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) – A list of FAQs has been posted to the project web site and 


will be updated periodically to reflect new issues and concerns; 


 Media – Media will be provided with project information, including a letter, contact card, 


newsletter, FAQs and technical briefings if needed; and, 


 Documents distributed and posted in public places – Draft and final ToR and EA documents will 


be distributed to agencies, key interest groups, and municipal officials and staff of communities 


along the project route.  Hydro One will make documents available locally for review by 


members of the public.  Documents will also be available for download from the project website 


for those with internet access.  


 



https://www.hydroone.com/lakesuperiorlink

mailto:community.relations@hydroone.com
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5.3 Duty to Consult with Indigenous Peoples 
 


It is the responsibility of the Crown to determine whether a Duty to Consult has been triggered and, if 
so, the appropriate depth of consultation to be undertaken.  If the Crown has determined that 
consultation is required with respect to the Project, then the Crown will:   


 Advise Hydro One in a timely manner of the Indigenous communities to be consulted and the 


depth of necessary consultation with respect to each community; and, 


 Notify the identified Indigenous communities that it has delegated procedural aspects of 


consultation on the Project to Hydro One; and Undertake any preliminary and ongoing 


assessment of the depth of consultation required for each identified community. 


The courts have established that the constitutional duty to consult rests with the Crown.  However, 


government can delegate some of the procedural aspects of the duty to consult upon project 


proponents. Also, government may coordinate consultation activities of agencies and proponents. 


Project proponents are obliged under the EA Act to consult with all interested parties.  In addition, the 


public consultation process is also open to the Indigenous communities and groups. On March 2, 2018, 


Hydro One was delegated procedural aspects of consultation with First Nation and Métis communities in 


the project area on behalf of the Crown via written letter from the Ministry of Energy.   


Hydro One is committed to working closely with the Crown to ensure that the duty to consult 


Indigenous communities and groups is fulfilled.  Hydro One will develop an engagement and 


consultation plan for executing its responsibilities during the course of the Environmental Assessment 


and other processes undertaken by the Crown. Hydro One will work directly with Indigenous leadership 


to disseminate clear and concise information to their communities. 


 


5.4 Consultation Plan for the ToR 
 


Hydro One has a detailed consultation plan for the ToR.  It involves keeping all potentially interested 


stakeholders informed of the project and soliciting their input at key points. The following describes the 


public and Indigenous consultation activities undertaken or to be undertaken in relation to the 


preparation of the ToR. 


5.4.1 Agency and Public Consultation 


 


Community Information Centres (CICs) were held in March 2018 in nine communities to introduce the 


project and to let people know that Hydro One was applying for OEB Section 92 approval to build the 


transmission line between Lakehead TS and Wawa TS. 
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Hydro One published the Notice of Commencement of ToR and invitation to Community Information 


Centres in French and English the week of May 28 and June 4, 2018 in the Thunder Bay Source, Nipigon 


Red Rock Gazette, Terrace Bay Schreiber News, Marathon Mercury, Wawa Algoma News Review, 


mywawa.ca and the Thunder Bay Chronicle.  


A community flyer, double-sided in French and English, was delivered to 39,000 subscribers and non- 


subscribers of the Thunder Bay Chronicle. Over 5,000 households in communities east of Thunder Bay to 


Wawa received the flyer via Canada Post unaddressed Ad mail. 


Radio advertisements publicizing the project and CICs will be running the week of June 4 and June 11 on 


the following radio stations CFNO (Marathon, also covering Red Rock and Nipigon); CJSD, CKPR, CKTG 


and CJUK (Thunder Bay, also covering Schreiber and Dorion); and WJWA (Wawa, covering White River 


and Wawa). 


Government Review members and stakeholders have been sent the NoC and the draft ToR. Property 


owners were sent letters to notify them of the NoC, the CIC and the draft ToR.  


There will be a series of nine CICs held the week of June 11, 2018. The sessions are as follows: 


 
Monday June 11, 2018 
Thunder Bay 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room 
Nipigon  
5 p.m. -7:30 p.m. 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 32 
 
Tuesday June 12, 2018 
Red Rock 
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.  
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226 
Dorion 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  
Dorion Community Centre 
Terrace Bay 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre 
 
Wednesday June 13, 2018 
Schreiber 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
Marathon 
2 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
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Thursday June 14, 2018 
White River 
5p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
White River Community Centre 
Wawa 
5p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Royal Canadian Legion  
Branch 429 
 


The draft ToR will be available for review and comment at the CICs, at the local Municipal offices and on 


the Hydro One website from June 11 to July 10, 2018. Once comments have been incorporated, the 


proposed ToR will be submitted to the MOECC and made available for review in the summer of 2018. 


Meetings have been held with as MNRF and Parks Canada.  Future meetings have also been set-up.  


Government Agencies that were identified as being potentially interested in the project were phoned on 


June 8, 2018 and asked if they would like to discuss the Project and notified that the Draft ToR was being 


released for comments on June 11.  This will be followed up on June 11 by an e-mail to the stakeholder 


list with a link to the draft ToR on the Hydro One Projects webpage. 


5.4.2 Indigenous Communities and Groups  


 


Hydro One acknowledges the importance of conducting consultation through a process that is in 


alignment with community values, culture and protocols and is prepared to work with Indigenous 


communities and organizations to make necessary revisions to this Plan to ensure that it is respectful of 


community consultation protocols.  Hydro One commits to ensuring that all regional and community 


protocols will be respected. 


Hydro One recognizes the importance of engaging the Indigenous communities and groups regarding 


the Project..  In delegating procedural aspects of consultation, the Ministry of Energy has identified 


fourteen First Nations and four Métis Groups as having a potential interest in the project:  


 Animbiigoo Zaagi’igan Anishnaabek First Nation ;  


 Biinjitiwaabik Zaaging Anishinaabek First Nation; 


 Biigtigong Nishnaabeg; 


 Bingwi Neyaashi Anishinaabek 


 Pic Mobert First Nation; 


 Fort William First Nation; 


 Ginoogaming First Nation; 


 Long Lake #58 First Nation; 


 Michipicoten First Nation; 


 Missanabie Cree First Nation; 


 Ojibways of Batchewana; 


 Ojibways of Garden River; 
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 Pays Plat First Nation; 


 Red Rock Indian Band (Lake Helen); 


 MNO (Métis Nation of Ontario) Greenstone Métis Council; 


 Red Sky Métis Independent Nation; 


 MNO Superior North Shore Métis Council; and, 


 MNO Thunder Bay Métis Council. 


Hydro One acknowledges that there may be additional Indigenous communities, not included in the 


preceding list that may come forward with information on the potential effects of the Project upon their 


section 35 rights. Hydro One will advise the Crown and seek a determination as to whether the Duty to 


Consult has been triggered and if so, the depth of required consultation. 


All eighteen Indigenous Communities that were in the delegation letter from the Ministry of Energy 


were sent the NoC.  Follow-up phone calls were made offering to meet and discuss the project.  


The administration offices of all eighteen Indigenous Communities will receive a hard copy of the draft 


ToR for their review and comment between June 11 and July 10, 2018.   Hydro One will contact each 


office to arrange to meet and discuss the ToR. CICs are being scheduled in Indigenous Communities to 


provide community members with Project details, inform them of the ToR and provide an opportunity 


for comment. Current CIC schedule includes: 


Wednesday June 13, 2018 
Biinjitiwaabik Zaaging Anishinaabek First Nation 
1p.m. -5 p.m. 
 
Red Rock Indian Band 
5p.m. - 8 p.m. 


5.4.3 Consultation Record  


 


Hydro One will maintain a comprehensive consultation record and track issues to document all 


stakeholder, public, agency and Indigenous engagement activities material to the ToR.  The records will 


be used to: 


 document concerns and follow-up actions and responses; 


 maintain a current record of staff and community representatives; and, 


 maintain a record of all communications (including phone calls and e-mails) and information 


provided to interested parties as well as consultation events/activities with each community. 


The consultation log will be updated to reflect each communication and activity.  A copy of the 


aggregate consultation record will be provided to regulators as required by the regulator and each 


Indigenous community will be provided with a copy of the consultation record pertaining to that 


community concurrent with the submission to regulators. The consultation database will include the 


following information relating to each engagement and consultation event or activity: 
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 date on which the communication, event or activity occurred; 


 method of communication: e.g. letter, e-mail, phone call, face-to-face; 


 identification of  initiator and recipient of communication or in the case of a meeting, organizer 


and participants attending at the meeting; 


 copy of or link to communication in the case of written communication as well as copy of/or link 


to any other relevant documentation provided or generated as part of the communication, 


including all regulatory information provided, notices for community meetings, draft versions of 


all materials prepared for EA, summary of any resources and/or funding offered, 


requested/provided to the Indigenous community by Hydro One;  


 summary of communication or in the case of a meeting, meeting notes; and, 


 identification of issues raised or discussed and any follow-up action or undertaking. 


 


5.5  Consultation Plan for the EA 
 


The Consultation Plan for the EA will apply the same consultation principles as used in the ToR and will 


take into account feedback from Indigenous communities, stakeholders, and the public 


5.5.1 Public Consultation 


 


The following outlines the specific consultation activities that are planned for the EA: 


 Notice of Commencement of the EA – The Notice will announce the initiation of the EA. The 
Notice of Commencement will be published in local newspapers and include a brief explanation 
of the project, key contact information.  This activity is a mandatory requirement of the ToR and 
EA process.   


 Community flyers – Community flyers will continue to be produced at key decision points to 
keep stakeholders up to date on the progress of the EA and to invite them to consultation 
opportunities.  Community flyers will be made available on the project website and will be 
mailed to directly affected property owners within the project routing area and others on the 
contact list.  Community flyers will be produced and distributed via newspaper insert and 
unaddressed ad mail.   


 Issues Workshops – Workshops provide an opportunity for interested members of the public to 
assist in the EA process.  Workshops may be held as appropriate with property owners to 
confirm and develop design alternatives, apply evaluation criteria and establish the relative 
importance of criteria.  If specific issues are identified during the EA process, workshops may be 
utilized to address the issues.   


 Community Information Centres (CICs) – The purpose of the CICs will be to provide an 
opportunity for face-to-face discussion among municipal officials, affected property owners, 
interested individuals, interest groups and the project team.  A series of CICs will be held in the 
fall of 2018 in the same communities as for the ToR.  These CICs will be widely advertised with 
similar methods used for the ToR.  Comment forms will be distributed at the CICs to acquire 
responses to specific questions and to allow an opportunity for participants to provide further 
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comments on the proposal.  CIC panels and any handouts available at the CICs will also be 
posted on the project web site for review by those unable to attend the CICs. This series of CICs 
will allow members of the public to provide input on the proposed project, design (towers 
design and location, access road location and construction), mitigation and effect management, 
as well as review draft EA documents.  


 Meetings with property owners – Property agents and EA team members will meet with 
directly affected property owners where environmental effects have been identified to provide 
updated information on the project, identify issues and discuss the property acquisition process.  
This will provide another opportunity for affected property owners to meet face-to-face with 
project staff and identify any outstanding issues and concerns.  Property owners will also be 
notified directly of upcoming CICs and that the draft EA document is available for review 
through a mailing.  The mailings will include a project newsletter informing affected landowners 
of dates and locations of scheduled CICs and where and when they can review the draft EA and 
EA. 


 Interest group meetings –Key interest groups may request meetings with the project team 
during the EA process and Hydro One will discuss the project and take into account the feedback 
from these meetings.  Key interest groups will also be provided with a copy of the draft EA and 
EA for review.   


 Presentations to Councils and municipal organizations – Upon request, members of the Hydro 
One project team will appear before local Councils and municipal organizations to share project 
information, seek feedback on what tangible benefits mean to each community, and continue in 
a meaningful dialogue with each municipality.  


 Public Notice of Submission of EA to MOECC – Hydro One will notify affected property owners 


and others on the mailing list by mail that the EA document has been submitted to the Minister 


of the Environment and Climate Change for approval.  The Notice will be published in local 


newspapers along the route.  The Notice will also indicate that a government and public review 


has been initiated, the length of the minimum review period, and the date that comments are to 


be submitted to the MOECC Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch (EAPB) contact. 


5.5.2 Indigenous Communities and Groups Consultation 


 
The Consultation Plan is intended to enable Hydro One to carry out its responsibility as described under 


section 4.1(a) of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed with the Provincial Crown (Ministry of 


Energy) on the legal duty to consult.  In addition, the Consultation Plan is also intended to satisfy any 


consultation requirements which may be imposed on a proponent through the  operation of legislation 


or policy, including those contained in the provincial Environmental Assessment Act, the applicable 


Policies and Codes of Practice issued by the Ministry of the Environment and Hydro One’s Indigenous 


Relations Policy. Hydro One will advise the relevant Crown representatives/agencies of the results of the 


ongoing engagement with the Indigenous communities and groups and will work cooperatively with all 


involved to reach appropriate solutions.     


The Consultation Plan will also provide a process to facilitate constructive Project-related consultation 


dialogue between Hydro One and potentially affected Indigenous communities. Such a process will 


assist in the identification of potential adverse effects of the Project upon the asserted and established 
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Indigenous and treaty rights (hereinafter ‘section 35 rights’) of Indigenous communities as identified 


from the Crown and enable Hydro One to work together with those communities to develop avoidance 


and mitigation measures to address the potential adverse effects.  The Consultation Plan will be aligned 


with the environmental assessment process in order to ensure meaningful opportunities for review and 


comment by the Indigenous communities throughout the development and construction of the Project.      


Hydro One acknowledges the importance of conducting consultation through a process that is in 


alignment with community values, culture and protocols and is prepared to work with Indigenous 


communities and organizations to make necessary revisions to this Plan to ensure that it is respectful of 


community consultation protocols.  Hydro One commits to ensuring that all regional and community 


protocols will be respected. 


Consultation undertaken by Hydro One pursuant to this Plan will be guided by the following principles: 


 Ensuring that the consultation process is culturally appropriate and developed and implemented 


in collaboration with the Indigenous communities; 


 Ensuring that potentially affected Indigenous communities  are provided with relevant, 


understandable and accessible Project-related information in a timely and culturally appropriate 


manner; 


 Ensuring that potentially affected Indigenous communities have sufficient opportunity to 


identify and formulate and express their views on the potential adverse impacts of the Project 


upon their section 35 rights; and 


 Ensuring that Hydro One takes every reasonable step to avoid or mitigate/accommodate, as 


appropriate, the adverse effects of the Project upon section 35 rights. 


Hydro One’s process for Indigenous communities and groups is designed to provide information on the 


project to the Indigenous communities and groups in a timely manner.  Hydro One will respond to and 


address issues, concerns or questions raised by the Indigenous communities and groups in a clear and 


transparent manner throughout the completion of the regulatory approval processes (e.g., the EA 


process).  The process with Indigenous communities and groups will address the following objectives: 


 to provide opportunities for information sharing between Hydro One and potentially affected 


Indigenous communities as identified by the Crown, including information about the Project and 


associated review and regulatory processes; 


 to identify the potential adverse impacts of the Project (including social, environmental, 


economic, health and culture) upon section 35 rights;   


 to work with potentially affected Indigenous communities as identified by the Crown to identify 


measures to mitigate or avoid those potential adverse effects; 


 provide project-related information which is comprehensive and accessible to assist Indigenous 


communities and groups to effectively identify their concerns, and any possible effects of the 


project on their existing or asserted treaty or Aboriginal rights; 


 advise of the various provincial approvals that may be required;  
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 seek information from the Indigenous communities and groups that may be applicable to the 


study area, including information on Aboriginal interests and treaty rights including 


archaeological sites, and sacred sites and burial grounds;  


 seek input from Indigenous communities and groups on environmental studies to be conducted 


by Hydro One in the course of the project;  


 offer information centers or meetings with Indigenous communities and groups to provide 


project-related information and to address any concerns, issues or questions about the project; 


 provide information, where requested, on the OEB regulatory process and the EA process 


regarding the project;  


 address all issues and concerns raised by Indigenous communities and groups and to how the 


project may affect these interests; 


 consider any potentially affected interests, and clearly communicate the results;  


 address issues in relation to project land usage within First Nation Reserves; 


 incorporate traditional knowledge and use; 


 focus consultation on areas not already assessed and verifying publicly available information; 


and, 


 Hydro One will also work with Indigenous communities along the route to explore benefits and 


opportunities including, but not limited to, capacity building to participate in the engagement 


process, procurement and sub-contracting opportunities, job training, employment and equity 


participation; and, 


 record all forms of engagement with Indigenous communities and groups, including the creation 


of a list of concerns and issues raised regarding the project and Hydro One’s responses. 


In order to achieve the consultation objectives, Hydro One will:  


 provide Indigenous communities with timely notice of the Project so that they can consider 


possible impacts on their section 35 rights;   


 provide Indigenous communities with information about the Project and the applicable 


regulatory and approval processes on an ongoing basis; 


 meet with and take into consideration any communications from Indigenous communities in 


order to identify any concerns that the communities may have regarding the potential adverse 


impacts of the Project upon section 35 rights;  


 where appropriate, discuss with an Indigenous community measures to address potential 


adverse impacts of the Project upon its section 35 rights; 


 maintain a timely, open and transparent dialogue with potentially affected Indigenous 


communities through phone calls, face to face meetings, e-mails, correspondence and other 


means as appropriate to ensure understanding at each step in the Project’s progress; 


 offer Indigenous communities assistance, including capacity assistance, where appropriate for 


the purpose of participating in consultation on the Project; 


 provide support for community liaisons; and, 
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 document and respond to the issues and concerns which have been expressed by Indigenous 


communities to Hydro One during the EA and other regulatory processes. 


5.5.3  Agency Consultation Plan  


 


The purpose of the agency consultation is to: 


 identify concerns and opportunities and collect information related to the project;  


 identify issues related to the project, and where appropriate, proposed mitigation; 


 identify provincial and federal agency jurisdiction; 


 facilitate the development of a list of all required approvals, licenses or permits;  


 identify relevant guidelines, policies and standards; and, 


 list all the commitments/obligations and responsibilities of the proponent. 


Following the Notice of Commencement of the EA, an agency consultation package will be sent to all 


agency stakeholders from the federal, provincial and municipal governments and conservation 


authorities soliciting their input and feedback on the Project.  The consultation package will include a 


letter describing the project, a map of the project area and a feedback form for completion.   


Follow-up communications will occur with those agencies that request further meetings/involvement to 


discuss their input. Hydro One will be available to meet with agencies regularly to discuss issues that 


arise and provide progress reports as requested.  The feedback forms will capture general comments, 


while the meetings, if necessary, would allow probing of specific issues in greater detail.  Agencies will 


also be notified when the draft EA is available for review.  


Other consultation activities are as follows: 


 Newsletter – Newsletters will be made available on the project web site and will be e-mailed to 


all agency stakeholders; 


 Issues Workshops – Workshops may be held as appropriate with agencies, interest groups and 


municipal staff to confirm and develop design alternatives, apply evaluation criteria and 


establish the relative importance of criteria.  If specific issues are identified during the EA 


process, workshops may be utilized to address the issues;  


 Review Draft EA and EA- Agencies and the Government Review Team will be given copies of the 


Draft and EA for review; and, 


 Notice of Submission of EA to MOECC – Hydro One will notify agencies by e-mail that it has 


submitted the EA to the Minister of Environment and Energy for approval.   


Aside from the arranged meetings/interviews, agency consultations will also dovetail with CIC events as 


avenues for further input to the process.  Engagement with the various stakeholders is expected to be 


ongoing throughout the EA and into the project implementation process.  All agency submissions and 


meetings will be documented and included in the Record of Consultation. 
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5.5.4 Consultation Record 


 


Hydro One will maintain a comprehensive consultation record and track issues to document all 


stakeholder, public, agency and Indigenous engagement activities.  The records will be used to: 


 document concerns and follow-up actions and responses; 


 document and track mitigation measures developed by the Proponent to prevent, mitigate or 


otherwise address potential effects of the Project upon s. 35 rights; 


 maintain a current record of staff and community representatives; and, 


 maintain a record of all communications (including phone calls and e-mails) and information 


provided to interested parties as well as consultation events/activities with each community. 


The consultation log will be updated to reflect each communication and activity.  A copy of the 


aggregate consultation record will be provided to regulators as required by the regulator and each 


Indigenous community will be provided with a copy of the consultation record pertaining to that 


community concurrent with the submission to regulators. The consultation database will include the 


following information relating to each engagement and consultation event or activity: 


 date on which the communication, event or activity occurred; 


 method of communication: e.g. letter, e-mail, phone call, face-to-face; 


 identification of  initiator and recipient of communication or in the case of a meeting, organizer 


and participants attending at the meeting; 


 copy of or link to communication in the case of written communication as well as copy of/or link 


to any other relevant documentation provided or generated as part of the communication, 


including all regulatory information provided, notices for community meetings, draft versions of 


all materials prepared for EA, summary of any resources and/or funding offered, 


requested/provided to the Indigenous community by Hydro One;  


 summary of communication or in the case of a meeting, meeting notes; and, 


 identification of issues raised or discussed and any follow-up action or undertaking. 


The Record of Consultation for the ToR will be submitted under separate cover. 


 


5.6 Documentation and Issues Resolution Strategy 
 


Consultation/engagement with the various stakeholders and Indigenous communities and groups is 


expected to be on-going throughout the EA and into the project implementation phase. All comments 


and input received throughout the EA from the public and review agencies will be documented in a 


summary table and included in the EA document as part of the Record of Consultation.  The summary 


table will provide a response to each issue. Where resolution of issues has not been possible, this will be 


noted along with a record of all attempts to resolve the issue.  Hydro One will develop an issues 
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resolution strategy for the EA.  The EA will also include a consultation summary and a detailed record of 


comments received, and their resolutions, as well as materials and documentation distributed to 


stakeholders. 
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6. Existing Environmental Conditions in the Study Area 
 


It should be noted that another proponent has completed studies along the reference route alternative 


and much of the reference route.  Where there is an overlap of the study areas, Hydro One is generally 


not duplicating these studies, but using the information available publicly through an EA document 


already funded by the ratepayers of Ontario. 


The biophysical and socio-economic baseline of the reference route and the alternative route have been 


assessed and described in other Environmental Studies performed by others. Environmental information 


has been gathered for all the aspects of the existing environment during the preparation of those 


studies that have been reviewed by the government agencies.  


Hydro One performed a gap analysis of the existing environmental study information to identify the 


need of verification or collection of data to complete the environmental description and include the 


area of the reference route through Pukaskwa National Park and the Park approaches as well as the 


corridor section near Dorion, west of Nipigon through Lakehead TS. 


Hydro One is conducting field surveys to characterize the biophysical environment in the areas identified 


in the gap analysis as mentioned in the above paragraph, in compliance with the requirements of the 


MOECC, Parks Canada, MNRF and other government agencies to complete the Individual EA Study. 


This section describes the existing natural and socio-economic environments existing in the project 


study area.  A list of preliminary assessment criteria and indicators can be found in Appendix 2. 


 


6.1 Natural Environment 
 


The following sections document the natural environment present in the proposed project study area.  


The specific study area sizes will be determined through the EA process.   


6.1.1 Geology, Soils and Physical Environment 


 


The Ontario Shield is part of the broader Boreal Shield and is the largest ecozone of the province at 61% 


of the landmass.  This is named after the intersection of the boreal forest and the Canadian Shield and is 


typified by the exposed Precambrian granite bedrock which is routinely exposed.  Glaciers have regularly 


shaped the landscape over the eons and have created the rolling hills, wetlands and lakes of the region. 


These processes and physical geography influence the formation of soils, and subsequently, vegetation 


and animal assemblages (Ontario Biodiversity Council 2010). 


The EA will provide a description of the geological characteristics including tectonics, structural features 


and stratigraphic units and the effects of glaciation on Northern Ontario physiography based on Ontario 
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Geological Survey information, as well as mapping and descriptions of the Lake Superior Link project.  


Regional soils and physical geology of the project study area will be assessed using existing knowledge 


bases and mapping resources. 


The description will not include field work for visual identification or characterization of geological 


formations or structures, terrain or soil characteristics. 


6.1.2 Groundwater and Surface Water 


 


The Lake Superior Link project is situated solely in the Lake Superior Watershed and all surface water 


which includes several hundred streams and rivers and groundwater resources in the project study area 


flow toward Lake Superior (Environment and Climate Change Canada 2017).  The EA document will 


assess and identify the watershed classifications of these water resources. 


The description will not include field work for flows or water quality characterization of streams or water 


bodies.  Should fisheries surveys of watercourses designated as potential temporary crossings be 


required, hydrologic, surficial sediment type, and surface water parameters will be measured and 


recorded on-site. The hydrologic data will be provided in the post-EA applications for watercourse 


crossing permits.  


The EA will also provide a description of groundwater resources including groundwater levels, yields and 


quality based on MOECC water well records and Permit to Take Water published information. A 


questionnaire will be provided which requests information on the location of any wells near the 


construction areas.  Consultation will include information on construction activities which will take place 


on each individual property.  This site-specific information will be used to augment the information 


provided by MOECC in their wells database. 


Wellhead protection areas, intake protection zones, highly vulnerable aquifers and significant 


groundwater recharge areas, source water protection documentation and relevant policies will be 


reviewed. 


The description will not include field work for characterization of groundwater quality, or measurements 
of water levels or drawdown of water wells.  


6.1.3 Environmentally Significant Areas 


 


Provincially Significant Wetlands (PSWs), Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSIs), Regional 


Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs) may be crossed by the proposed transmission corridor.  As the 


names suggest, these areas provide sensitive and significant ecological functions for both wildlife and 


humans alike.   


The reference route currently runs through an existing transmission corridor within Pukaskwa National 


Park.   The Lake Superior Link project also crosses several other Provincial Parks and ANSIs.  Figure 6 and 
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Figure 7 outline the route and its interaction with ESAs.  The reference route intersects through or near 


the following Provincial Parks, Nature Reserves, regulated waterways, and recreational areas: 


 Black Sturgeon River  


 Ruby Lake Provincial Park 


 Pukaskwa River Provincial Park 


 Kama Hills Provincial Park 


 Gravel River Provincial Park 


 Nimoosh Provincial Park 


 White Lake Provincial Park 


 Neys Provincial Park 


 Prairie River Mouth Provincial Park 


 Craig's Pit Nature Reserve 


 Rainbow Falls Provincial Park 


 Ouimet Canyon Provincial Park 


 Red Sucker Point Provincial Park 


 Cavern Lake Provincial Park 


 White Lake Provincial Park 


The study area also intersects or is situated nearby the following ANSIs 


 Jimmy Kash River Candidate ANSI 


 Kama Hill ANSI 


 Makwa River Candidate ANSI  


 


Figure 6 – Dotted Reference Route line intersecting Provincial Parks and ANSIs (light green) 
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Figure 7 – Reference Route (dotted pink line) and Reference Route Alternative (solid red line) traversing provincial parks 
(light green polygons). 


6.1.4 Wildlife and Habitat 


 


Lands within the study area provide agricultural, woodland, wetland and riparian habitat for wildlife.  


Birds, mammals, insects, reptiles and amphibians inhabit these ecosystems along the Lake Superior 


coastline within the Ontario Shield Ecozone.  Preliminary desktop studies to assess current levels of 


knowledge will be conducted for wildlife and wildlife habitat to better understand species incidences.  


A terrestrial wildlife field program will be undertaken with the purpose of characterizing species 
diversity and composition throughout the Study Area as well as identifying and quantifying terrestrial 
wildlife habitat therein. The baseline data resulting from this field program will be used to support 
baseline studies for this Project, conduct an environmental impact assessment as part of the EA process 
for the Project and will inform potential permitting. 
 
Wildlife surveys to be undertaken as part of the wildlife field program will include a winter aerial survey, 
breeding bird point count surveys, crepuscular bird surveys, marsh bird surveys, amphibian call counts, 
bat habitat assessment, and bat acoustic surveys. These surveys are designed with the purpose of 
sampling wildlife diversity and composition within the PSA as well as informing the presence of the 
significant wildlife habitats. Data collected during each survey is likely to contribute to the assessment of 
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multiple significant wildlife habitats types, as well as the presence/absence of SAR and species of Special 
Concern that use those specialized habitat types. 


6.1.5 Vegetation, Forest Resources, and Wetlands 


 


The study area includes forested areas, woodlots, open fields, wetlands, and other vegetated habitats. 


For the study area, the EA will describe and map vegetation communities and delineate plant species in 


all natural areas, such as ESA’s, ANSI’s, wetlands, and municipally-designated significant woodlands, 


valleylands and wildlife habitat, based on the NHIC database, published information, and field studies.  


Should it be necessary, field surveys will also be undertaken in semi-natural communities within the 


study area. 


Ecological Land Classification (ELC) will be used by qualified biologists during field studies to characterize 


the vegetation communities within portions of the study area. This information will be used to confirm 


aerial photography and published data and boundaries of natural features. During the vegetation 


surveys, any significant or specialized wildlife habitat including odonates and butterflies will be 


identified and any casual observations of wildlife species recorded 


In order to characterize and assess impacts to vegetation communities along the proposed sections of 
the PSA, vegetation classification field surveys will be carried out in order to characterize the vegetative 
communities within 1 kilometer of the proposed works. The objectives of the field program will be to:  
 


 Survey vegetation community types (forest, wetland, riparian) within the Study Area;  


 Conduct a detailed inventory of the communities sampled;  


 Define vegetation community function (e.g. wildlife habitat);  


 Identification of sensitive vegetation communities; and,  


 Identification of any listed SAR plant species.  


6.1.6  Water Bodies, Fish Habitat and Aquatic Ecosystems 


 


The primary purpose of the aquatic study program will be to characterize the aquatic habitat that could 
potentially be affected by the construction of the transmission line and to provide baseline information 
to support the EA process.  Most of the larger watercourses within the study area provide fish habitat. 
The EA will map known coldwater and warm water watercourses, as well list fish species present in the 
watercourses in the study area based on previous regional EA studies, MNR Field Collection Records, 
Conservation Authority databases, published information, and supplemental field surveys, where 
required.  Any significant fish habitat (e.g., Sanctuary Areas) will be identified and described. 
Representative watercourse locations will be field inspected prior to construction to confirm 
presence/absence of fish habitat and fish species present in areas where gaps within existing knowledge 
bases are found. Detailed assessments will also be conducted on those watercourses that will be crossed 
by construction access roads where required.  
 
Existing aerial/satellite imagery, along with other background information will be used to establish 
survey locations prior to execution of the field program. Their selection will also be informed by previous 
studies. Sample locations will be determined as design progresses and specific focus will also be on 
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areas where clearing is required. Consideration of any new temporary or permanent access roads will 
also be included in the survey plans in order to characterize impacts associated with construction 
staging requirements, or ancillary infrastructure required for long term maintenance of the line. 
Sampling may also be conducted at selected points along the Project to identify potential sensitivities.  
 
Key considerations in establishing aquatic habitat sampling locations will include:  
 


 Targeting of a representative cross section of aquatic habitat community types based on their 
distribution within the Project area;  


 Aquatic Species at Risk; and, 


 Accessibility.  
 
All information collected as part of the natural environment field programs will be used in the EA, to 
identify potential effects and practicable mitigation measures, and to fine tune the locations of towers, 
access roads and water crossings (where appropriate). Information will also be used for any DFO and 
other approvals that may be required prior to construction.  


6.1.7 Species at Risk 


 


The EA document will map the general locations of known incidences of species at risk, endangered and 


threatened species, and species of special concern in the study area. This information will be based on 


the MNRF’s “Species at Risk in Ontario List”, the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in 


Canada list, Environment Canada species at risk search tool (http://www.registrelep-sararegistry.gc.ca/), 


and Environment Canada, CWS and NHIC databases, as well as known locations based on published and 


unpublished information and personal communications.  All general locations within the study area that 


would be directly affected by construction activities will be screened to confirm presence/absence of 


any species at risk (if practicable) and evaluate habitat potential to support species at risk.  Regionally 


and locally rare species will be considered as an indicator for the EA, based on information obtained 


from NHIC, MNR, local conservation authorities and field observation.  


6.1.8 Air Quality 


 


Air Quality metrics are published in annual Air Quality in Ontario Reports published by Ministry of 


Environment and Climate Change. The closest two air quality monitoring stations operated by the 


province of Ontario are in Sault Ste. Marie and Thunder Bay.  In general, these two stations report lower 


than average concentrations of air pollutants as compared to other parts of Ontario and are generally 


lower than Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards (MOECC 2015). The project will evaluate existing 


studies of air quality, potential project emission sources and identification of receptors.  


6.1.9 Acoustic Environment 


 


The acoustic environment (sound/noise) is an important component of atmospherics. The major sources 


of noise in the rural environment are road traffic and the resource industry such as forestry, mining and 
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associated support industries.  The EA will characterize baseline or background noise conditions, based 


on published information or noise surveys, as required. It will also identify sensitive receptors to noise 


emissions such as recreational areas and communities. 


 


6.2 Socio-economic and Cultural Environment 
 


The following sections outline the socio-economic and cultural environments within the project study 


area.  The sections will establish the baseline conditions and the information required to characterize 


socio-economic components.  


6.2.1 Cultural Heritage Environment 


 


To describe and assess potential effects on heritage resources and archaeology in the study area, the EA 
will draw upon the results of archaeological assessments and cultural heritage studies.  Indigenous 
communities will be engaged in the archaeological studies.  The Project will utilize existing Stage I and 
Stage II archaeological studies completed in the region. Additional Stage I and Stage II studies are 
planned for additional areas as a result of a gap analysis performed to identify missing datasets for the 
proposed transmission corridor. Results from these studies will be incorporated into impact assessment, 
EA decision-making and construction planning.  
 
A background historical study will be undertaken of the municipalities along the transmission route to 


describe their development history and the transmission route development history.  Existing cultural 


heritage resources conditions will be documented.  Built heritage resources and cultural landscape 


resources that could potentially be affected by the proposed corridor will be identified.  If human 


remains are identified during the EA study or during the construction phase of the project, Hydro One 


will cease work in the immediate area, notify the MTCS as required under the Cemeteries Act and 


simultaneously notify Indigenous communities with an interest in the area. 


6.2.2 Regional Planning 


 


Northern Ontario is subject to a number of planning initiatives both provincially and regionally.  The 


majority of the project is located on Crown Land and will be subject to provincial regulation and land use 


policy.  Other portions of the project are privately owned.  Under the Planning Act, the 2014 Provincial 


Policy Statement (PPS) outlines the framework for development, land use and approved developments. 


The goals of the PPS are as follows: 


“The Provincial Policy Statement, 2014 applies province-wide.  Its policies set out the government’s land 


use vision for how we settle our landscape, create our built environment, and manage our land and 


resources over the long term to achieve livable and resilient communities” (MMAH 2014).  In addition, 


the Ministry of Municipal Affairs has published two ‘Places to Grow, Growth Plan for Northern Ontario” 
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which documents the plan for the region for the next 25 years.  Of note, the plan has a goal of 


strengthening the economy of Northern Ontario through the following (MMA 2011): 


 Diversifying the region's traditional resource-based industries 


 Stimulating new investment and entrepreneurship 


 Nurturing new and emerging sectors with high growth potential. 


 
The region has varying levels of development with the highest density near Thunder Bay and less 


development further east.  Owing to the length of the transmission corridor, the project will pass 


through many current land uses such as mining, forestry, trapping, hunting, fishing, residential, 


commercial, industrial, and agriculture, among others.  In addition to these previously mentioned official 


plans, crown land use policies, district land use guidelines, forestry management, land claims and rights, 


and other land uses will be assessed in the EA document.    


6.2.3 Economy, Resource, Commercial and Industrial Activities 


 


Northern Ontario communities rely on a resource extraction economy with a focus on forestry and 


mining. These sectors are dominated by large industrial employers in the region.  These industrial 


complexes rely on a consistent supply of electricity.  The project may cross mining claims and forestry 


management units which will be identified during the EA process and the potential effects the project 


may have.   


In addition to resource extraction, Northern Ontario communities provide a gateway for recreation and 


tourism, and outdoors guiding and outfitting activities.  The communities cater to visitors to local parks 


and activities such as hunting, fishing and camping are all important aspects of the Northern Ontario 


experience.   


The EA document will assess existing commercial and industrial activities in the region and address 
potential effects on these sectors.  Leaseholders, claim owners and other stakeholders will be consulted 
as part of the EA process. Indicators used to describe the economy and employment will be detailed 
(employment, income, etc.).  The EA will also address economic development and economic sectors, 
businesses, governmental finances, and housing characteristics. 


6.2.4 Population, Demographics and Community Profile 


 


Northern Ontario’s population has generally been on a decline since at least 2001, with the age bracket 


of 15 to 34 having the largest out-migration of the region.  This exodus of young people in the region 


has, in turn, increased the average age of communities.  Industries such as pulp and paper mills shutting 


down or relocating, a general slowdown in forestry and depressed mineral prices since 2011 have 


impacted employment prospects in the region and, relatedly, the demographics that tend to serve in 


these sectors.  Projects such as Lake Superior Link may provide skilled and unskilled workers in the area 


employment opportunities (Northern Policy Institute 2014). 



http://www.northernpolicy.ca/article/is-northern-ontario%E2%80%99s-population-aging-or-is-it-just-getting-less-young-286.asp
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The EA document will detail the existing state of communities and potential effects on the population 


and demographics in relation to the project. This information will be documented through government 


statistics, plans, stakeholder engagement, and other sources.  


6.2.5 Traditional/Indigenous Land Use 


 


First Nations and Métis communities in the area have expressed interest in participation in the project 


and assisting in the identification of effects it is projected to have on traditional land usage.  The 18 


communities identified by the Ministry of Energy have a history of traditional land usage in the region 


since time immemorial, many aspects of which continue today.  Mapping indicates that the study area 


overlaps with many traditional use territories.  Information sharing will also be an important aspect of 


EA studies between Hydro One and Indigenous communities. 


Based on consultation with the Indigenous communities, the EA will document concerns and identify 


potential employment and opportunities raised with regards to land and resource use, or other relevant 


socio-economic aspects. The EA will also describe how Hydro One proposes to address these concerns 


and opportunities.  The EA document will describe Indigenous communities and groups, their traditional 


uses of the land and their established and asserted claims. Section 5 details the consultation process 


with Indigenous communities in greater detail and lists the 18 identified communities.  


6.2.6 Human Health  


 


Electric and magnetic fields (EMF) are invisible lines of force produced by the flow of electricity in a wire 


or electrical device. The strength of these fields rapidly weakens away from their source. Everyone is 


exposed daily to EMF from many sources, including household wiring, power lines and appliances.   


Hydro One recognizes the public concerns over potential health effects from exposure to EMF and takes 


seriously its responsibility to understand, appropriately address and communicate the scientific 


data/developments on this issue.  Therefore, Hydro One will: 


 continue to communicate accurate and timely information to its employees and customers; 


 continue to provide, upon request, EMF measurement services at no cost to direct customers of 


Hydro One and individuals and/or organizations whose property is adjacent to Hydro One 


distribution and/or transmission facilities; 


  monitor worldwide scientific research, judicial decisions and regulatory requirements relating to 


EMF, and make necessary adjustments to its policies, programs and practices; 


 support collaborative research; and,  


 consider EMF research when sitting, designing, and communicating about new and upgraded 


facilities and when operating its facilities. 


 
EMF will be addressed in the EA document.  In addressing potential health issues, Hydro One looks to 


the scientific expertise of Health Canada to assess the scientific studies and provide advice and 
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guidance.  As part of its mission to set public health policy, Health Canada continues to monitor the 


scientific research on EMF and human health. 


6.2.7  Visual  


 


During the EA, the Project team will prepare a description of the landscape character within the study 


areas (the area located West of Nipigon, and the Pukaskwa River Provincial Park), identifying landscape 


settings and features of importance.  This assessment will focus on valued viewpoints by the public and 


those identified by the project team as contributing to the aesthetic character of an area (e.g., ESA’s and 


river valleys). The team will review available models for this assessment.  


6.2.8 Infrastructure and Services 


 


The proposed transmission corridor crosses varying levels of infrastructure and services, from remote 


fly-in only access to sophisticated large towns and cities.  Some of the communities along the route can 


provide, waste management, municipal and community services, emergency services, police, and many 


other ancillary services.  


The EA document will describe infrastructure and services which have a potential to interact with the 


proposed project.  Other infrastructure in the area may include pipelines, transmission and distribution 


lines, roads and highways (including traffic counts), rails, air transportation, and utilities, etc.  In addition 


to this, the project may also have the potential to interact with communities and services such as police 


and fire stations, hospitals, schools, churches and other religious buildings, local businesses, and 


residential areas.   


6.2.9 Property Value 


 


During the consultation process, landowners have raised the issue of potential effects on property 


values. Contacts have been initiated with all landowners who may be directly affected by the project 


crossing their property (i.e. those affected by the reference route and the route refinement options 


identified to date).   Compensation will be available to those whose property will be crossed by the 


approved undertaking.  For all other properties which are directly affected by the proposed ROW 


widening, independent appraisals will be conducted and offers based on market value for an easement 


in the area of the proposed widened corridor will be made to the landowners.  If it is determined to be 


appropriate to relocate a structure on a farm property, the Minimum Distance Separation (MDS) 


formulae.  The Hydro One Land Acquisition Compensation Principles (LACP) will be sent out to property 


owners detailing the method of land acquisition and compensation Hydro One employs.   


Hydro One is committed to fair, open and consistent treatment of all affected landowners.  Hydro One 


will consult with municipal stakeholders as part of our efforts to minimize any inconveniences caused by 


the project and will consult with municipalities to understand and address their concerns. 







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 61 


7. Effects Evaluation and Mitigation Measures 
 


The following section identifies the potential effects evaluation and associated mitigation measures to 


address them.  Table 2 identifies the preliminary environmental and technical considerations that will be 


applied in the evaluation of potential environmental effects. Preliminary criteria and indicators have 


been developed for the effects evaluation utilizing the general principles detailed in Section 7.  Hydro 


One will collect relevant raw data from the indicators and use them in the assessment of the effects 


evaluation.  


Table 2 – Preliminary environmental and technical considerations during Project planning 


COMPONENT FEATURES/CONSIDERATIONS 


Natural Environment  Wetlands, ANSIs  


 Environmentally Significant Areas (ESAs) 


 Species at Risk ( (SAR) 


 Water bodies, fisheries and aquatic ecosystems 


 Forests, woodlots, vegetation 


 Significant wildlife habitat, woodlands, and valleylands 


  regulated areas 


Socio-economic 


Environment 


 Existing and approved land uses (reference to Official Plans) 


 Approved developments 


 Commercial activities 


 Mineral and aggregate resources 


 Community profile (including effects to landowners) 


 Community services 


 Community infrastructure 


 Landscape and visual assessment  


 Parks 


 Conservation areas 


 Recreational facilities  


 Traditional Knowledge Studies  


 Historical  


 Built heritage resources  


 Cultural heritage sites and landscapes 


 Archaeological 


 Churches and cemeteries (including other human burial sites) 


Technical and cost 


considerations  


 


 Indicators/measures will be developed during the EA process  


 Safety, compliance with codes 


 Compatibility with the transmission network 


 Utilization of existing infrastructure corridors (e.g., roads and 
ROWs)  


 Minimize changes in transmission line directional heading 
(angles)   


 Shortest length of line 
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COMPONENT FEATURES/CONSIDERATIONS 


 Soil stability for transmission towers, including depth of water 
table  


 Suitable terrain 


 Positive effects on the local and provincial economy 


 Minimizing other transmission circuit crossings  


 Minimizing effects on other utilities (e.g., pipelines, railways) 
 


Mitigation measures will be developed to minimize negative effects due to construction and operation 


of the project with due consideration of cost, safety, feasibility and technical standards. The EA will 


recommend pre- and post-operational monitoring programs designed to verify effects prediction, the 


effectiveness of mitigation measures and the need for any remedial measures, should they be 


necessary. 


 


7.1 Evaluation of Potential Effects on the Natural Environment 


 
Aligning a new ROW adjacent to an existing ROW will reduce potential negative effects on 


environmental features by reducing ROW widening requirements relative to a greenfield ROW. The 


reference route will also use existing ROWs in areas where widening is not possible in Pukaskwa 


National Park.   


Construction activities associated with the Lake Superior Link project that may have an effect on the 
natural environment include: 


 brushing, clearing and grading; 


 staging and stockpiling areas; 


 construction of access roads including stream crossings; 


 delivery of equipment and materials; 


 delivery, assembly and installation of new towers; 


 stringing of conductors; and, 


 rehabilitation/restoration. 
 


Potential negative effects of the proposed undertaking on the natural environment, e.g., soils, surface 


water and groundwater resources, vegetation, wildlife, fisheries resources and environmentally 


significant areas, will be assessed and appropriate redesign, mitigation/remedial measures will be 


recommended to reduce or eliminate those effects will be outlined in the EA.  


Transmission towers will not be constructed in streams, rivers, etc. Similarly, no dewatering, filling in, 


and/or relocating of watercourses are anticipated.  Efforts will be made to prevent any short term 


stream flow interference (i.e. culvert crossing installations) which could cause adverse effects.   The 
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construction plan will minimize or avoid any direct works in water bodies and most construction will 


occur at appropriate setbacks from water bodies.  The potential for these effects will be addressed in 


the EA and on a site specific basis, through the permitting processes. 


Hydro One will consider opportunities for habitat improvements including streamside buffers within the 


proposed reference route including any selected route refinements. This will be done in consultation 


with affected property owners, interested Indigenous communities and groups, conservation 


authorities, provincial ministries and affected municipalities. 


The issue of soil compaction and measures to mitigate effects on soil permeability, drainage and 


hydraulic balance will be addressed in the EA. 


Dust and noise from construction are controlled with appropriate mitigation measures and 


environmental best management practices. 


Sediment and erosion control measures will be identified and addressed in the EA document.  This 


includes identification of areas where soil or other factors could affect the effectiveness of those 


measures. 


Potential effects due to construction are as follows: soil compaction and erosion; loss of vegetation from 


clearing and associated loss of wildlife habitat; displacement of wildlife or effects to nesting birds and 


species at risk; habitat fragmentation; incidental spills of oil, gasoline and other chemicals; water quality 


and fish habitat degradation due to temporary stream crossings; and degradation of environmentally 


significant areas. Agricultural infrastructure can be affected by changes to site drainage. 


Potential effects due to operation are related to maintenance access and vegetation management 


(approximately 3-year cycles). 


To reduce or eliminate potential negative environmental effects associated with the construction and 


operation of the proposed facilities, proven environmentally sound guidelines and best management 


practices (BMPs) will be implemented using: 


 “Environmental Guidelines for the Construction and Maintenance of Transmission Facilities” 


(Hydro One 2009); 


 “Best Management Practices for Wetland Crossings” (Morissette 2014); 


 “Overhead Line Construction” (DFO 2007); 


 “Riparian Zone Protocol” (Fitzsimmons 2010); 


  “Debris Removal for Culvert Maintenance” (TRCA 2014); 


 “Environmental Guidelines for Access Roads and Water Crossings” (MNR 1990); 


 “Guidelines for Evaluating Construction Activities Impacting on Water Resources” (MOECC 1995); 


 “Utility Vegetation Management” (Cieslewicz 2004); and 


 “Management Approaches for Industrial Fugitive Dust Sources” (MOECC 2017). 
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In addition, all other relevant environmental requirements and policies will be identified and taken into 


account in the EA. 


 


7.2 Evaluation of Potential Effects on the Socio-economic Environment 
 


Socio-economic impacts can be positive or negative; and can occur at various units of social order: 


individuals, businesses, communities, economic sectors; however, the objective of the Lake Superior 


Link project is to provide an overall benefit to the Province of Ontario.   


The socio-economic impact assessment will identify positive and negative effects of the project locally 


and to the Province. The key indicators for this study are: 


 displacements of business, property and residents; 


 displacements of social features (e.g. institutional, recreational, etc.); 


 disruption to business, property and residents; 


 disruption of social features; 


 community and neighbourhood effects (e.g. community character, cohesion, function); 


 changes to land use patterns, including existing and planned development; 


 displacement or disruption to farm infrastructure and type; 


 displacement or disruption to mineral and aggregates resources; 


 displacement or disruption to parks, conservation and recreational areas; 


 displacement or disruption to community services and infrastructure; 


 disruption to traditional/ Indigenous land use;  


 changes to the existing landscape, visual character (i.e. visual attractiveness and scenic values); 


 economic benefits to the local communities (e.g., commercial activity); and, 


 economic benefits to the Province (e.g., industrial production, manufacturing, commercial activity 


and technical services). 


 
Socio-economic information will be collected from the following sources: 


 Secondary published sources; 


 Windshield surveys; 


 CIC comments and input; 


 Stakeholder consultation (to be defined as project planning progresses but may include 


municipalities, ratepayer groups, business community, Indigenous communities, agricultural 


community); and  


 Consultation with potentially affected community residents. 


 
The socio-economic impact assessment will include: 


 An assessment of the socio-economic character and profile of the area potentially affected by the 


project; 
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 An  evaluation of the alternatives including identification of issues and concerns; 


 The identification and assessment of effects on the socio-economic environment by indicator; 


and, 


 The identification of protective or mitigation measures.  
 


Potential effects of the proposed undertaking on the socio-economic features identified will be assessed 


and appropriate mitigation/remedial measures will be recommended to reduce or eliminate the 


significant negative effects.  


The assessment of effects will be based on data collected from primary and secondary sources. A broad 


assessment of potential socio-economic considerations of the alternative methods both during and after 


construction on existing land use, potential development, businesses and community features shall be 


prepared and will identify proposed mitigation measures. The data collected as part of the baseline 


environmental description will be provided in the EA document and will form the basis for measuring 


effects of the project.  This includes data from supporting technical studies, surveys and environmental 


inventories collected from within the study area.  


7.2.1 Effects on Traditional/ Indigenous Land Use 


 


Indigenous communities and groups may have an interest in a project in addition to or apart from any 


potential effects on Indigenous interests and treaty rights. Through discussions with Indigenous 


communities and groups, Hydro One will attempt to determine the extent and nature of any interests in 


the project as well as any potential effects on Indigenous interests and treaty rights.   


Hydro One is currently undertaking consultation activities with the 18 First Nation and Métis 


communities identified by the Ministry of Energy to gain information on traditional values as they relate 


to the project.  As part of the EA process, Hydro One will provide to Indigenous communities and groups 


who wish to receive it, species information which is gathered from the field studies.  Hydro One will also 


consider any information Indigenous communities and groups provide on protection of plant and animal 


species which have traditional value. This information will be used in developing indicators and 


measures for effect on traditional/ Indigenous land use where relevant. 


7.2.2 Effects on the Cultural Environment  


 


The Project may have potential effects on the cultural environment, including, but not limited to, the 


following: 


 areas of archaeological potential; 


 built heritage; 


 cultural heritage landscape; and, 


 churches and cemeteries. 
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To assess the potential effects of project on heritage, archaeology and cultural resources, the EA will 


draw upon the results of a Stage 1 archaeological study (and future archaeological work, as required) 


and cultural and heritage assessments. Information and data will also be obtained from Municipal 


Heritage Groups, heritage planners, Indigenous communities and groups, secondary source information, 


and discussions during the engagement/consultation process.  


 


7.3 Technical, Administrative and Cost Considerations 
 


The technical, administrative and cost considerations will be used to evaluate the alternatives, including 


the considerations in the bullet points below.   


 system safety and reliability; 


 constructability and feasibility analysis; 


 duration and impacts of line outages to enable connections for the new line;   


 availability of tower and other infrastructure materials; 


 timely regulatory and agency approvals; 


 material differences or design changes arising from the EA or other approvals; 


 design changes to accommodate requirements from Alternative Methods analysis;  


 poor or contaminated soil conditions; 


 unexpected site drainage requirements; 


 adverse weather conditions; 


 conflicts with other utility ROW’s that intersect or parallel the proposed facilities. 


 land costs; 


 construction capital costs; and 


 operations and maintenance costs 


 
Indicators and measures will be developed during the EA process. Issues that could potentially affect 


project construction and implementation costs will also be addressed as part of the EA. 
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8. Commitments and Monitoring 
 


Hydro One is committed to environmental protection and responsible environmental management. This 


project will be carried out in compliance with environmental legislation, Hydro One corporate policies, 


BMPs, and corporate environmental procedures.  The EA document will provide information so that 


facilities will be designed, constructed and operated in a manner that makes efficient use of resources, 


prevents pollution and reduces environmental effects to the extent that is reasonably achievable.  Hydro 


One strives for the continual improvement in its management system, processes, activities and services. 


The EA document will provide information to address commitments and monitor the Project in the 


following ways: 


 identify, assess, and manage potentially significant environmental risks and integrate 


environmental considerations into decisions; 


 inform employees and contractors so that they understand their roles, responsibilities and Hydro 


One’s environmental requirements and have the skills, knowledge and resources necessary to 


perform their duties; 


 promote continual improvement by setting environmental objectives and targets, monitoring 


performance and taking corrective and preventive actions when required; 


 work cooperatively with governments, customers, suppliers and other stakeholders to develop 


programs that contribute to the achievement of Hydro One’s environmental objectives and 


targets; and, 


 support the investigation and use of new methods of environmental protection that will help 


achieve Hydro One’s business objectives.  
 


The Hydro One Environmental Policy and Environmental Commitment form the overarching foundations 


for commitments made in the EA.   An Environmental Specification will be prepared to guide project 


construction.  An environmental specialist will be assigned to support and monitor construction 


activities.  As noted, pre- and post-operational studies will be carried out to confirm project compliance, 


the accuracy of environmental effects predictions, the effectiveness of mitigation measures and the 


need for any remedial action. 


 


8.1 Project Effects Monitoring 
 


During the later stages of the EA process, a monitoring program will be developed.  The program (to be 


included in the EA) will describe the project environmental management system that will ensure 


compliance with the commitments set out in this assessment plus other environmental requirements 


(e.g., terms and conditions of EA approval and other legislation).    
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Pre- and post-operational monitoring will identify actual effects, assess the effectiveness of the 


mitigation/restoration/enhancement measures to reduce or eliminate these effects, and evaluate the 


need for any additional action to ensure commitment realization. 


Appropriate commitments to compliance monitoring will be reflected in study documentation. The 


duration of the monitoring and follow-up programs will vary and will depend on the conditions of 


permits and approvals granted by regulatory agencies. 


 


8.2 EA Process Monitoring 
 


During the planning and design processes, compliance with EA process commitments outlined in the ToR 


will be regularly reviewed prior to project implementation. External notification and 


engagement/consultation will be consistent with EA commitments. 
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Appendix 1 – Notice of Commencement 
  







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Appendix 2 – List of Preliminary Criteria and 
Indicators 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Natural 
Environment 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 
 


Environmentally 
significant areas 


Area of Provincially 
Significant Wetlands 
Crossed  


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
wetland habitats 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Area of Provincially 
Significant ANSIs Crossed 


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
natural features 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Number of species at risk 
including regionally and 
locally rare species 


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
species at risk or their habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Environment Canada 
where appropriate 


Area of Non-provincially 
Significant and/or 
Unevaluated Wetlands 
Crossed 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
wetland habitats 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Area of significant wildlife 
habitat crossed 


Potential for short- and long-term effects on 
significant wildlife habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Area of significant 
valleylands crossed 


Potential for short- and long-term effects on 
significant valleylands 


Municipalities, existing EA 
studies 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Natural 
Environment 


Area of Hazard Lands 
crossed 


Potential for project effects on natural heritage 
features 


Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority, 
MNRF, existing EA studies, 
field studies if required. 


 Migratory bird flyways, 
feeding and resting areas 


Potential for short- and long-term effects on 
migratory birds and their habitat 


NHIC, MNRF, Bird Studies 
Canada, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Water bodies, fish 
habitat and aquatic 
ecosystems 


Number of coldwater 
streams crossed 


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
fisheries resources and habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Total number of streams 
crossed 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
fisheries resources and habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Socio-economic 
Environment 


 


 
 
 
 
 


Existing land use Existing uses and types Potential for conflict with existing land uses Municipal planning and 
zoning information 


Approved 
development 


Sub-division and 
development plans 


Potential for conflict with sub-division and 
development plans 


Commercial activities Types of business activities Potential to disrupt or displace businesses Local Departments of 
Economic Development 


Tourism related activities Potential to disrupt or displace tourist attractions 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Socio-economic 
Environment 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Potential effect on 
Mineral and 
aggregate resources 


Area of significant 
aggregate deposits 


Potential effects may occur on existing 


aggregate deposits 


Ministry of Northern 
Development and Mines 
(MNDM), MNRF Ontario's 
Land Information Directory 
(OLID) database. Owners  


Area of mines within the 
study area (Ha) 


Potential effects may occur on mining operations  


Number of mining claims 
within the study area 


Potential effects may occur on future mining 
operations 


Area of pits/quarries 
within the study area (Ha) 


Potential effects may occur on pits/quarries 
operation 


Potential effect on 
Remote Tourism 


Number of remote tourism 
businesses effected 


Potential for effects on remote tourism businesses MNRF, MTCS, Business 
Operators 


Community profile Number of potential 
property removals 
(buyouts)  


 


Hydro One Policy prohibits homes or  family 
residences from being located within the 
proposed WIDENED ROW 


GIS shape files, Site Visits 
if required. 


Number of potential 
diagonal severances of 
properties  


Diagonal crossings are considered more 
disruptive because they limit other uses of land  


 


Number of potentially 
affected properties 


Crossings of properties are disruptive to family 
residences and businesses  


 







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 76 


Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Socio-economic 
Environment 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Community services Number of health care 
facilities 


Potential for project to disrupt or displace 
facilities 


Local health department 


Number of educational 
facilities 


Potential for project to disrupt or displace 
educational facilities 


School boards and local 
road maps 


Number of other important 
community facilities 


Potential for project to disrupt or displace 
facilities. 


Local road mapping, site 
visits if required. 


Community 
infrastructure 


Number of natural gas 
pipelines  


Potential effects on utility pipelines operations 
and maintenance 


Utility companies 


Number of roads crossed  Potential effects on the driving public, aesthetic 
and visual 


GIS shape files 


Number of railways 
crossed (segments)  


Potential effects can occur on railway lands and 
crossings due to the widened ROW towers, 
span and overhead clearance  


Number of airports within 
EA prescribed distance of 
the ROW centerline 


Transport Canada requirements for distance 
separation between transmission routes and 
runways 


Local municipalities, 
private airport operators 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Socio-economic 
Environment 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Landscape and visual 
assessment 


Number of residences, 
farm residences within EA 
prescribed distance from 
the ROW or as required 
for viewscape analysis.  


Number of trails, 
waterways, and roads 
crossed 


Proximity of the widened ROW to residents and 
recreational users (of scenic 
landscapes/features) could potentially affect 
viewer expectations in the vicinity of the lines. 


MNRF, Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority, 
Municipalities, Heritage 
Advisory Committees, and 
Site visits if required. 


Parks  Area of Federal, Provincial 
Parks and reserves 


Identify and protect natural   and recreational 
features 


MNRF, Parks Canada, 
Municipalities, counties 
and Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority Area of local parks 


Conservation areas Number and area of 
conservation areas  


Identify natural areas and ecosystems within the 
study area to measure potential effects on use of 
these facilities 


MNRF, and Lakehead 
Region Conservation 
Authority 


Recreational facilities 
(camp ground, park, 
sport field, golf 
course) 


Number of trails 
(segments) 


Identify and protect natural  recreational 
features 


MNRF, and Lakehead 
Region Conservation 
Authority 


 
Number of recreational 
facilities 


 







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Wallace, Craig
Subject: Fwd: Lake Superior Link Project - Project Distribution List - Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency
Date: August 3, 2018 2:22:45 AM

From: "Clavering, Robert (CEAA/ACEE)" <robert.clavering@canada.ca>
Date: July 31, 2018 at 8:56:32 PM GMT+3
To: "'Bruce.Hopper@hydroone.com'" <Bruce.Hopper@hydroone.com>
Subject: Lake Superior Link Project - Project Distribution List - Canadian Environmental
 Assessment Agency

*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open
 attachments or click links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hello Bruce,
 
As a follow up to our July 5th 2018 telephone call regarding the Hydro One Networks
 Inc. Lake Superior Link Project distribution list, I can confirm that you do not need to
 include the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency on your distribution list.
 
Given the ongoing review of the federal environmental assessment process, if your
 project does not proceed immediately, please review your project against any future
 federal legislation and pursuant regulations to confirm application to your project.
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to get in touch.
 
Regards,
 
Robert Clavering
Project Manager, Ontario
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency / Government of Canada
Robert.Clavering@ceaa-acee.gc.ca/ Tel: 416-312-1864
 
Gestionnaire de projets, Ontario
Agence canadienne d'évaluation environnementale / Gouvernement du Canada
Robert.Clavering@ceaa-acee.gc.ca/ Tel: 416-312-1864
 
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:robert.clavering@canada.ca
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@hydroone.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@hydroone.com
mailto:Robert.Clavering@ceaa-acee.gc.ca
mailto:Robert.Clavering@ceaa-acee.gc.ca
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Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: stefan.linder@cn.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:39:25 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter CN Rail.pdf

Hello Stefan Linder,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:stefan.linder@cn.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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From: Medved, Luka
To: "stefan.linder@cn.ca"
Cc: Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 3:47:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Dear Mr. Linder:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to CN Rail via email to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your
 system. Thank you.

mailto:stefan.linder@cn.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
http://www.snclavalin.com/







From: Stefan Linder
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: Automatic reply: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 3:47:31 PM

Please note that Stefan Linder no longer works for CN. For all Regulatory matters please
 contact Tom Brown at tom.brown@cn.ca or 780-643-7753.

mailto:Stefan.Linder@cn.ca
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com


From: Tom Brown
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: Re: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 23, 2018 7:59:25 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
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image005.png

Yes please

Tom

On Aug 23, 2018, at 7:58 AM, Medved, Luka <Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com> wrote:

Hello Tom,
 
Thank you for the reply. Normand will be sent a copy of the Proposed ToR once available.
 
In the future, should all other correspondence related to the project be sent to Normand as well?
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your
 system. Thank you.

 

From: Tom Brown [mailto:Tom.Brown@cn.ca] 
Sent: August 23, 2018 6:56 AM
To: Medved, Luka
Cc: Normand Pellerin; Mitch Beekman
Subject: RE: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
 
Please send to Normand Pellerin,  Assistant Vice President Sustainability.
 
T. Brown
 

From: Medved, Luka [mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 22, 2018 1:50 PM
To: Tom Brown <Tom.Brown@cn.ca>
Cc: Wallace, Craig <Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com>; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com;
 Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
 
Dear Mr. Brown:
 

mailto:Tom.Brown@cn.ca
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:Tom.Brown@cn.ca
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:Tom.Brown@cn.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com







Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) for
 review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to CN Rail via email to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to ensure
 time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to address
 the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the ToR will
 provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA. Important
 elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and determine
 measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

<image001.png><image002.png> <image003.png><image004.png><image005.png> snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged, and/or subject to
 copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other use of or reliance on this
 message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe you may have received this message in
 error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your system. Thank you.

 
 

mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
https://www.facebook.com/snclavalin
https://twitter.com/snclavalin
http://www.linkedin.com/company/snc-lavalin_2?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_558123
http://www.snclavalin.com/
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Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: caroline.ducros@canada.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:39:31 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter CNSC.pdf

Hello Caroline Ducros,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:caroline.ducros@canada.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 


")


")


")


Lac Supérieur 


Première Nation 
Fort William 


Première Nation 
Michipicoten


PARC NATIONAL 
PUKASKWA


Wawa


Dorion


Nipigon


Marathon


Schreiber Terrace Bay


White River


Thunder Bay


PT DE WAWA


PT DE LAKEHEAD


PT DE MARATHON 
ROUTE 17


R


OUTE


11
/ 1


7


R
O


UT
E


11


ROUT E 101


R OUTE 17


Première Nation 
Ojibway de 
Pic River 


Bande indienne 
de Red Rock 


Première Nation 
Pays Plat 


Première Nation 
Pic Mobert 


[0 20 40
km


Itinéraire de référence
Autre itinéraire de référence


") Poste de transformation (PT)
Réserve Première Nation 


1/900 000







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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From: Medved, Luka
To: "caroline.ducros@canada.ca"
Cc: Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 3:45:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
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Dear Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
 via email to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your
 system. Thank you.

mailto:caroline.ducros@canada.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
http://www.snclavalin.com/
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Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: jhannam@thunderbay.ca
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Attachments: image003.jpg

Thunder Bay - NoC - May 28th.pdf

Dear Mr. Hannam:
 
As you are aware, earlier this year Hydro One filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board to
 construct the Lake Superior Link, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer
 Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. We have now initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
 proposed project. The attached newspaper ad, which will be running this week and next week in
 local newspapers, contains more information. I have also attached a flyer which will be delivered to
 residents in the project area over the coming days.
 
Similar to the information drop-ins we held along our proposed route in March, we will be hosting a
 series of Community Information Centres in your area in mid-June. The public session in Thunder

 Bay will be at the Valhalla Inn on Monday, June 11th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  We would like to invite
 Mayor Hobbs, members of Council, you and interested staff to attend a preview from 4:00 p.m. to
 5:00 p.m.  You are all more than welcome to stay for the public session as well.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate the attached to Mayor Hobbs, members of Council and interested
 staff? 
 
Thank you!
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:jhannam@thunderbay.ca




 Hydro One Networks Inc. 
Community Relations 
483 Bay Street 
South Tower, 6th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2P5 
www.HydroOne.com 
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May 28, 2018 
 
Mayor Keith Hobbs 
and Members of Council 
City of Thunder Bay 
500 Donald Street East, P.O. Box 800 
Thunder Bay ON P7C 5K4 
 
Dear Mayor Hobbs and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission 
line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be published 
in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The attached community flyer, 
which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and interest groups in your community and 
along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with local elected officials, and would like to offer you, Council 
and any interested staff a “preview” in the hour leading up to the public sessions. You are more than 
welcome to stay for the public session as well. If you would prefer to set up a meeting at a different time, 
please contact us at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
cc Mr. John Hannam, City Clerk, City of Thunder Bay 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue
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WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  


JOIGNEZ-VOUS À NOUS :
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Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway





		Thunder Bay - NoC - May 28th

		LSL_NoC_May28

		LSL_NoC_May 2018_final

		LSL_NoC_May 2018_FRE final



		LSL_Flyer_May28

		Lake Superior Flyer EN MAY 2018

		Lake Superior Flyer FR MAY 2018







From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: jhannam@thunderbay.ca
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 11, 2018 11:52:37 AM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Thunder Bay - ToR open for comments - June 11.pdf

Dear Mr. Hannam:
Hydro One recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of Reference (ToR) for our
 Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA). The project is for a new
 transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS. The draft ToR
 document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018. Please see
 the attached document with more information.
Thank you!
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:jhannam@thunderbay.ca
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June 11, 2018 
 
Mayor Keith Hobbs 
and Members of Council 
City of Thunder Bay 
500 Donald Street East, P.O. Box 800 
Thunder Bay ON P7C 5K4 
 
Dear Mayor Hobbs and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of 
Reference (ToR) for our Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA).  The project is 
for a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS.   The draft ToR 
document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018.  
 
The ToR sets out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements 
when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that will be 
undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route 
alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects. 
 
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public and other 
interested persons are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. The draft ToR document 
can be reviewed on Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link Project page www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. 
A hard copy of the document will be delivered to your office the week of June 11, 2018 for review as well.  
 
Upon completion of the ToR, the document will be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in 
the ToR. 
 
If you have comments, inquiries or requests for additional information please feel free to reach out to me at 
1-877-345-6799 or email Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
cc Mr. John Hannam, City Clerk, City of Thunder Bay 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: kpower@thunderbay.ca
Cc: jhannam@thunderbay.ca
Subject: FW: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link Project - Update
Date: August 7, 2018 4:25:41 PM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_municipal notification_City of Thunder Bay.pdf

Good afternoon Ms. Power,
Can I ask that you kindly circulate this in Mr. Hannam’s absence?
Thank you!
Steven
 

From: COMMUNITY Relations 
Sent: Tuesday, August 07, 2018 3:56 PM
To: jhannam@thunderbay.ca; ngale@thunderbay.ca
Subject: Hydro One's Lake Superior Link Project - Update
 
Good afternoon Mr. Hannam and Mr. Gale:
 
Please see attached a notification letter that Hydro One has released a revised draft Terms of
 Reference for our Lake Superior Link project.
 
Can I ask that Mr. Hannam kindly circulate this to Mayor Hobbs and members of Council? 
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.
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August 7, 2018 
 
Mayor Keith Hobbs 
and Members of Council 
City of Thunder Bay 
500 Donald Street East, P.O. Box 800 
Thunder Bay ON P7C 5K4 
 
Via email 
 
 
Dear Mayor Hobbs and Council: 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with municipalities and 
community stakeholders will continue throughout the life of the project.  
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Steven Mantifel 
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
cc. Mr. Norm Gale, City Manager, City of Thunder Bay 
Mr. John Hannam, City Clerk, City of Thunder Bay 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: jhannam@thunderbay.ca
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 2:58:07 PM

Dear Mr. Hannam
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the city via email to this email address. In
 addition Hydro One will distribute one paper copy to be made available for public review at the
 municipal office located at: 500 Donald Street East, P.O. Box 800 Thunder Bay ON P7C 5K4, office
 hours Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 
If there are needs for additional paper copies, or if the above contact information is inaccurate
 please notify us by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to ensure time for delivery of the printed
 documents. We can be reached via email:  Community.Relations@HydroOne.com or telephone: 1-
877-345-6799.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
Thank you,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Hydro One
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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Conservation Ontario 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: lrich@conservationontario.ca
To: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 1:54:38 PM
Attachments: image001.png

*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. *** 

Hi Bruce,
 
Thank you for this information. Please contact the local Conservation Authority (Lakehead Region
 CA) with information about this project.
 

Phone: (807) 344-5857
Fax: (807) 345-9156
Email: info@lakeheadca.com

LRCA Administrative Office
130 Conservation Road; PO Box 10427
Thunder Bay ON P7B 6T8
 
 
Kind regards,
 

Leslie Rich, MES, RPP
Policy and Planning Liaison
Conservation Ontario
120 Bayview Parkway
Newmarket, Ontario
905-895-0716 ext 226
Cell 705-716-6174
 
hh-2018_email-footer-400px
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 28, 2018 10:33 AM
To: Leslie Rich
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake
 Superior Link Project
 
Hello Leslie Rich,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Department of Fisheries and Oceans 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link Project -Terms of Reference open for comments
Date: June 12, 2018 3:16:36 PM

From: FPP.CA / PPP.CA (DFO/MPO) [mailto:fisheriesprotection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 12, 2018 9:56 AM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link Project -Terms of Reference open for
 comments
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Dear Mr. Hopper:
 
Thank you for the notification of Lake Superior Link Project.  Fisheries and Oceans Canada reviews
 projects (works, undertakings, or activities) being conducted in or near waterbodies that support
 fish that are part of, or that support a commercial, recreational or Aboriginal fishery.  We also
 review project proposals for impacts to Species at Risk.  We do not review notifications for
 administrative processes. Please visit our Projects Near Water website at www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-
ppe/index-eng.html to determine whether your project requires a review by the Department using
 our self-assessment process.  If you determine that your project needs a review, please complete
 and submit a Request for Review Form to: FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca. If you have any
 questions, contact us at: 1-855-852-8320.
 

Thank you,

 

Jessica Epp-Martindale

Fisheries Protection Biologist

Fisheries and Oceans Canada

 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada has changed the way new project proposals (referrals), reports of potential Fisheries
 Act violations (occurrences) and information requests are managed in Central and Arctic Region (Alberta,
 Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Nunavut and the Northwest Territories). Please be advised that general
 information regarding the management of impacts to fish and fish habitat and self-assessment tools (e.g. Measures
 to Avoid Harm) that enable you to determine Fisheries Act requirements are available at DFO’s “Projects Near
 Water” website at www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/index-eng.html. For all occurrence reports, or project proposals
 where you have determined, following self-assessment, that you cannot avoid impacts to fish and fish habitat,
 please submit to fisheriesprotection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca. For general inquiries, call 1-855-852-8320.

 

 

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:fisheriesprotection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/index-eng.html
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/index-eng.html
mailto:FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: June-11-18 3:00 PM
To: FPP.CA / PPP.CA (DFO/MPO)
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link Project -Terms of Reference open for comments
 
Dear Department of Fisheries and Oceans,
 
Please find attached a letter and draft Terms of Reference in relation to Hydro One’s Lake Superior
 Link project for your consideration. Feel free to contact me with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
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From: fisheriesprotection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
To: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 29, 2018 7:54:37 AM

*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. *** 

Dear Mr. Hopper:
 
Thank you for the notification of Lake Superior Link Project.  Fisheries and Oceans Canada reviews
 projects (works, undertakings, or activities) being conducted in or near waterbodies that support
 fish that are part of, or that support a commercial, recreational or Aboriginal fishery.  We also
 review project proposals for impacts to Species at Risk.  We do not review notifications for
 administrative processes. Please visit our Projects Near Water website at www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-
ppe/index-eng.html to determine whether your project requires a review by the Department using
 our self-assessment process.  If you determine that your project needs a review, please complete
 and submit a Request for Review Form to: FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca. If you have any
 questions, contact us at: 1-855-852-8320.
 

Thank you,

 

Jessica Epp-Martindale

Fisheries Protection Biologist

Fisheries and Oceans Canada

 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada has changed the way new project proposals (referrals), reports of potential Fisheries
 Act violations (occurrences) and information requests are managed in Central and Arctic Region (Alberta,
 Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Nunavut and the Northwest Territories). Please be advised that general
 information regarding the management of impacts to fish and fish habitat and self-assessment tools (e.g. Measures
 to Avoid Harm) that enable you to determine Fisheries Act requirements are available at DFO’s “Projects Near
 Water” website at www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/index-eng.html. For all occurrence reports, or project proposals
 where you have determined, following self-assessment, that you cannot avoid impacts to fish and fish habitat,
 please submit to fisheriesprotection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca. For general inquiries, call 1-855-852-8320.

 

 

From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: May-28-18 10:39 AM
To: FPP.CA / PPP.CA (DFO/MPO)
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake
 Superior Link Project

mailto:fisheriesprotection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/index-eng.html
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/index-eng.html
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/index-eng.html
mailto:FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/index-eng.html
mailto:fisheriesprotection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca


 
Hello Department of Fisheries and Oceans,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environment and Climate Change Canada 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Dobos, Rob (EC)
To: Medved, Luka
Cc: Fell, Denise (EC); Wallace, Craig; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
Subject: RE: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 23, 2018 10:20:53 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Hello Luka,
 
This is to confirm that ECCC only needs to receive an electronic version of the proposed ToR.  It can
 be sent to myself and copied to Denise Fell.
 
Thank you,
 
Rob Dobos
Manager, Environmental Assessment Section –Ontario, Environmental Protection Branch 
Environment and Climate Change Canada / Government of Canada
rob.dobos@canada.ca / Tel: 905-336-4953
Gestionnaire de Section de programme d’evaluation environnementale de l’Ontario / 
Direction générale de la protection de environnementale 
Environnement et Changement climatique Canada / Gouvernement du Canada
rob.dobos@canada.ca / Tél: 905-336-4953
 
 

From: Medved, Luka [mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com] 
Sent: August 22, 2018 3:52 PM
To: Dobos, Rob (EC)
Cc: Fell, Denise (EC); Wallace, Craig; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
 
Dear Mr. Dobos:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to Environment and Climate Change Canada
 via email to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.

mailto:rob.dobos@canada.ca
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:denise.fell@canada.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
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 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your
 system. Thank you.
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From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
To: denise.fell@canada.ca
Subject: Lake Superior Link revised draft Terms of Reference
Date: August 8, 2018 11:05:02 AM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_Notification_ECCC.pdf

20180807_Lake Superior Link Draft RoC for the Proposed ToR - ECCC Comment and Responses Table.pdf

Good morning,
 
Please see the attached notification for the release of the revised draft Terms of Reference for the
 Lake Superior Link and responses to comments received during the draft review period. If you have
 comments or would like to discuss please feel free to reach out to Bruce at 1-416-779-0257 or
 Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com, or Adam Haulena at 1-416-345-6596 or
 Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com.
 
Thank you,
 
Adam Haulena
Planner, Environmental Programs and Approvals
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T - 1-416-345-6596, C – 1-416-201-1108
adam.haulena@hydroone.com
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:denise.fell@canada.ca
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
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August 7, 2018 


 
Mrs. Denise Fell, Environmental Assessment Officer 
Environment and Climate Change Canada 
867 Lakeshore Rd., 5th Floor 
Burlington, ON, L7S 1A1 
 
Via email - denise.fell@canada.ca 
 
 
Dear Mrs. Denise Fell, 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with government agencies, 
Indigenous communities, municipalities and community stakeholders will continue throughout the life 
of the project. 
 
Please see the attached summary of Hydro One responses to ECCC comments and corresponding 
modifications to the draft Terms of Reference.  If you have comments or would like to discuss please 
feel free to reach out to me at 1-416-779-0257 or email Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com or 1-416-345-
6596 or email Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com. 


 
Sincerely,  


 
Bruce Hopper 
Environmental Planner, Environmental Programs and Approvals 
 


 



mailto:denise.fell@canada.ca
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 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision 


 Environment and Climate Change Canada, Denise Fell, Environmental Assessment Officer, Environmental Protection Branch – 
Ontario Region, Email Dated July 12, 2018 to Bruce Hopper, Hydro One Networks Inc. (HONI) 


ECCC - 1 Section 6, Page 51 


Existing Environmental Conditions in the 
Study Area (page 51 of the draft ToR), it is 
explained that Hydro One will use the 
information from the East-West Tie EA 
where there is an overlap of study area. 
This section goes on to advise that Hydro 
One has performed a gap analysis to 
identify where there is a need to verify or 
collect data to complete the existing 
environmental description, and field 
studies are underway to fill in the identified 
gaps.  


To complement the gap analysis and work 
being undertaken as a result, ECCC 
recommends that Hydro One complete the 
necessary environmental field studies in 
relation to migratory birds and species at 
risk that have not been completed by 
NextBridge, in particular with respect to 
the First Nation reserve lands (specifically 
Pays Plat and Michipicoten First Nations) 
being crossed by the project. 


Where studies have been conducted on 
the proposed corridor and they apply to 
the project, Hydro One will not duplicate 
these studies, but instead use publicly 
available information to inform 
assessment efforts. Hydro One will 
conduct the appropriate studies where 
information is needed to satisfy the EA 
requirements. The current preliminary 
focus of field surveys includes Pukaskwa 
National Park, the transmission corridor 
between Wawa and Marathon, the 
Dorion area, temporary and permanent 
access roads, laydown areas, fly yards 
and any additional areas identified as a 
concern. Hydro One will continue to 
engage regulators to ensure the baseline 
data is adequate for the EA. 


Studies of migratory birds and species at 
risk with respect to the First Nation 
reserve lands (specifically Pays Plat and 
Michipicoten First Nations) proposed to 
be crossed by the Project will be 
conducted based on a gap analysis of 
available data and consultation 
agreement with First Nations. The data 
gathered would be used to satisfy CEAA 
2012 and ISC requirements. 


Additional scope added to Section 5.2.4.  
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ECCC – 2 Section 2.1, Page 18 


We further suggest that the environmental 
assessment requirements committed to in 
Table 1 – EA and ToR Requirements 
(page 18 of the draft ToR), that include 
providing a detailed description of the 
environment to be affected by the project, 
identification and assessment of any 
effects to the environment, and 
addressing any effects through 
prevention, change or mitigation, be 
conducted and documented for those 
portions of the project that cross First 
Nation reserve lands. 


The commitment to assess the 
environment that may be directly or 
indirectly affected by the Project includes 
the assessment of First Nation reserve 
lands. It is important to note the 
Reference Route at this time is 
preliminary in nature. Following 
engagement and input from stakeholders 
and the public and detailed engineering, 
the proposed route may be subject to 
local refinement. Dependent on the route 
selected, environmental sensitivities and 
issues/concerns identified during the EA 
process the focus of the studies will vary. 
Should the transmission route cross First 
Nation reserve lands, appropriate studies 
will be completed to characterize the 
local environment and assess potential 
effects including identifying mitigation 
measures to address effects, where 
applicable.  


The EA will include a detailed description 
of the environment to be affected by the 
project, identification and assessment of 
any effects to the environment, and 
addressing any effects through 
prevention, change or mitigation, be 
conducted and documented for those 
portions of the project that cross First 
Nation reserve lands 


Comment added to Table 3 to clarify 
scope of assessment. 


 


ECCC – 3 Appendix 2, Page 73-77 


We also note that in Appendix 2 – List of 
Preliminary Criteria and Indicators, it is 


Engagement of Indigenous communities 
as a data source has been added where 
appropriate including identifying Criteria 
and Indicators of importance to 


Change made in Appendix 1.  
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important to include engagement of the 
First Nation communities as a data source 
where appropriate. 


communities for the assessment of 
potential project effects. 


ECCC – 4 Section 2.5, Page 21 


Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 
it is mentioned that the Project may 
require federal approvals or authorizations 
where the transmission route crosses 
federal lands. Please be advised that a 
permit may be required from ECCC under 
the Species at Risk Act for the works 
occurring on the First Nation reserve 
lands. It is further stated on page 21 that 
the Canadian Environmental Assessment 
Act (CEAA) does not apply to the project, 
as it is not considered a designated 
project. However, further down it is 
acknowledged CEAA 2012 does apply as 
Parks Canada will require “completion of 
either a Basic or Detailed Impact 
Assessment under Section 67 of the CEA 
Act” ECCC advises that Section 67 of 
CEAA 2012 would also apply should the 
project require ECCC to issue a SARA 
permit, and will also be required by 
Indigenous Services Canada to support 
their authorization for the use of First 
Nation reserve lands. 


Hydro One will continue to engage 
federal agencies throughout the project 
to ensure all required permits and 
authorizations are obtained in a timely 
manner.  


The text has been revised to 
acknowledge Section 67 authorizations 
will be required from Parks Canada and 
Indigenous Services Canada, as well as 
ECCC should a SARA permit be required 
for works on Federal lands.  


 


Changes made in Section 2.2.1 and 
2.2.2. 


 


ECCC – 5 Section 7, Page 62 


It is also stated in Section 7 – Effects 
Evaluation and Mitigation, on page 62, 
that “the EA will recommend pre- and 


Comment noted; no change required. 


Environmental monitoring programs will 
be developed and implemented by Hydro 
One to verify the effects predicted, the 


No changes required.  
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post-operational monitoring programs 
designed to verify effects prediction, the 
effectiveness of mitigation measures and 
the need for any remedial measures, 
should they be necessary”. ECCC wishes 
to stress the importance that these 
monitoring programs, once developed, 
focus on the individual species as well as 
the surrounding landscape. 


effectiveness of mitigation measures and 
the need for any remedial measures, if 
necessary. Specific and focussed 
monitoring programs may also be 
developed for species at risk, where 
permits are required under federal and/or 
provincial legislation (i.e. Species At Risk 
Act). 
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW:
Date: July 12, 2018 1:47:51 PM

 
 

From: Fell, Denise (EC) [mailto:denise.fell@canada.ca] 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2018 10:04 AM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: Dobos, Rob (EC); Carpenter, Lesley (EC); Drake, Christine (PC); Dorland, Aaron (AADNC/AANDC);
 Wright, Adam (MOECC) (Adam.Wright@ontario.ca); Irvine, Courtney (PC)
Subject:
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Dear Mr. Hopper,
 
Thank you for providing Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) with an opportunity to
 provide comments on the June 2018 draft Terms of Reference (ToR) for Hydro One’s Lake Superior
 Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA). ECCC is providing these comments in the
 context of our mandate and responsibility for migratory birds wherever they occur, and for
 terrestrial species at risk found on federal lands.
 
In Section 6. Existing Environmental Conditions in the Study Area (page 51 of the draft ToR), it is
 explained that Hydro One will use the information from the East-West Tie EA where there is an
 overlap of study area. This section goes on to advise that Hydro One has performed a gap analysis to
 identify where there is a need to verify or collect data to complete the existing environmental
 description, and field studies are underway to fill in the identified gaps. To complement the gap
 analysis and work being undertaken as a result, ECCC recommends that Hydro One complete the
 necessary environmental field studies in relation to migratory birds and species at risk that have not
 been completed by NextBridge, in particular with respect to the First Nation reserve lands
 (specifically Pays Plat and Michipicoten First Nations) being crossed by the project. We further
 suggest that the environmental assessment requirements committed to in Table 1 – EA and ToR
 Requirements (page 18 of the draft ToR), that include providing a detailed description of the
 environment to be affected by the project, identification and assessment of any effects to the
 environment, and addressing any effects through prevention, change or mitigation, be conducted
 and documented for those portions of the project that cross First Nation reserve lands. We also
 note that in Appendix 2 – List of Preliminary Criteria and Indicators, it is important to include
 engagement of the First Nation communities as a data source where appropriate.
 
On page 21 of the ToR, in Section 2.5 - Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, it is mentioned that
 the Project may require federal approvals or authorizations where the transmission route crosses
 federal lands. Please be advised that a permit may be required from ECCC under the Species at Risk
 Act for the works occurring the First Nation reserve lands. It is further stated on page 21 that the
 Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA) does not apply to the project, as it is not

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com


 considered a designated project. However, further down it is acknowledged CEAA 2012 does apply
 as Parks Canada will require “completion of either a Basic or Detailed Impact Assessment under
 Section 67 of the CEA Act” ECCC advises that Section 67 of CEAA 2012 would also apply should the
 project require ECCC to issue a SARA permit, and will also be required by Indigenous Services
 Canada to support their authorization for the use of First Nation reserve lands.
 
It is also stated in Section 7 – Effects Evaluation and Mitigation, on page 62, that “the EA will
 recommend pre- and post-operational monitoring programs designed to verify effects prediction,
 the effectiveness of mitigation measures and the need for any remedial measures, should they be
 necessary”. ECCC wishes to stress the importance that these monitoring programs, once developed,
 focus on the individual species as well as the surrounding landscape.
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
 
Best Regards,
 
Denise Fell
 
Environmental Assessment Officer, Environmental Protection Branch – Ontario Region
Environment and Climate Change Canada / Government of Canada
denise.fell@canada.ca/ Tel: 905-336-4951
 
Agent supérieur int. d'evaluation environnementale, Direction générale de la protection de
 l’environnement - Région de l'Ontario
Environnement et Changement climatique Canada / Gouvernement du Canada
denise.fell@canada.ca/ Tel: 905-336-4951
 
 

From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: June 11, 2018 2:58 PM
To: Dobos, Rob (EC)
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link Project -Terms of Reference open for comments
 
Dear Mr. Dobos,
 
Please find attached a letter and draft Terms of Reference in relation to Hydro One’s Lake Superior
 Link project for your consideration. Feel free to contact me with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 

mailto:denise.fell@canada.ca
mailto:denise.fell@canada.ca
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: rob.dobos@canada.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:38:46 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter ECCC.pdf

Hello Rob Dobos,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:rob.dobos@canada.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Health Canada 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: June 3, 2018 6:23:27 PM

From: Craigs2, Jeremy (HC/SC) [mailto:jeremy.craigs2@canada.ca] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 30, 2018 2:44 PM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: Boudreau3, Julie (HC/SC); Lee, Dae Young (HC/SC); Ma, Kitty (HC/SC)
Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the
 Lake Superior Link Project
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Bruce;
 
Thank you for your email requesting Health Canada’s participation in the Lake Superior Link Project.  
 
Health Canada's role in Environmental Assessment (EA) is founded in statutory obligations under
 the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012, which provides the legal basis for the federal EA
 process. Health Canada is a federal department with knowledge and expertise that can be called
 upon by responsible authorities, review panels, Indigenous groups and/or other jurisdictions leading
 EAs to determine whether there are potential health risks associated with proposed projects and
 how to prevent, reduce or mitigate them. Upon receipt of a request from one of the above noted
 groups, Health Canada may participate in this EA process.
 
Thank you for your interest in Health Canada's expertise as it relates to EA.  Should you have any
 questions concerning Health Canada’s response or if you have specific questions related to human
 health or Health Canada guidance documents please contact the undersigned.
 
Thank you,
Jeremy Craigs
Regional Environmental Assessment Specialist, Regulatory Operations & Regions Branch
Health Canada / Government of Canada
jeremy.craigs2@canada.ca / Tel: 416 954 5021
 

From: HOPPER Bruce 
Sent: Monday, May 28, 2018 10:33 AM
To: 'aurelia.thevenot@canada.ca'
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake
 Superior Link Project
 
Hello Health Canada,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:jeremy.craigs2@canada.ca
mailto:jeremy.craigs2@canada.ca


 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com


From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: kitty.ma@canada.ca
Subject: FW: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:47:47 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter HC.pdf

H Kitty,
As per Aurelia’s out of office reply please see below. Thank you
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

From: HOPPER Bruce 
Sent: Monday, May 28, 2018 10:33 AM
To: 'aurelia.thevenot@canada.ca'
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake
 Superior Link Project
 
Hello Health Canada,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:kitty.ma@canada.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Hurkett Local Services Board 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: rosestenlund@hotmail.com
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link Project - Update
Date: August 7, 2018 3:56:37 PM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_Municipal notification_Hurkett LSB.pdf

Good afternoon Ms. Stenlund:
 
Please see attached a notification letter that Hydro One has released a revised draft Terms of
 Reference (ToR) for our Lake Superior Link project.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate these to members of the Local Services Board? 
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.
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Hydro One Networks Inc. 
Community Relations 
483 Bay Street 
South Tower, 6th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2P5 
www.HydroOne.com 
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Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


August 7, 2018 
 
Ms. Roseanne Stenlund, Secretary 
Hurkett Local Services Board 
RR#1 
Hurkett, ON P0T 1K0 
 
Via email 
 
 
Dear Ms. Stenlund: 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with municipalities and 
community stakeholders will continue throughout the life of the project.  
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Steven Mantifel 
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: rosestenlund@hotmail.com
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link project
Date: June 29, 2018 12:24:23 PM
Attachments: Lake Superior Link_project update_Hurkett LSB.pdf

Good afternoon Ms. Stenlund:
 
Please see attached a letter which contains information about Hydro One’s proposed Lake Superior
 Link project, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder
 Bay and our Wawa TS near Wawa.
We’d ask that you kindly circulate this to Board members.
 
If you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
Yours truly,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Project
Hydro One Community Relations
1-877-345-6799

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.
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June 29, 2018 
 
Ms. Roseanne Stenlund, Secretary 
Hurkett Local Services Board 
RR#1  
Hurkett, ON P0T 1K0  
 
Via email 
 
Dear Ms. Stenlund: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Lake Superior Link is a new approximately 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line 
between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa.  The Independent 
Electricity System Operator’s Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states 
that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and 
cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term." As shown on the attached 
map, the EA will consider route alternatives for the new line. 
 
A draft ToR document is available for public review and comment until July 10, 2018. The ToR sets out the 
framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the 
EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that will be undertaken. Important elements 
of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects 
and determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects. 
 
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public and other 
interested persons are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. The draft ToR document 
can be reviewed on Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink and hard copies 
are available for viewing at the municipal offices in Dorion, Nipigon, Marathon, Red Rock, Schreiber, Shuniah, 
Terrace Bay, Thunder Bay, Wawa and White River.   
 
Upon completion of the ToR, the document will be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the 
ToR. 
 
If you have comments, inquiries or requests for additional information please feel free to reach out to me at 
1-877-345-6799 or email Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
Attachments (1) 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





")


")


")


Lake Superior


Fort William 
First Nation


Michipicoten
First Nation


PUKASKWA 
NATIONAL  PARK


Wawa


Dorion


Nipigon


Marathon
Schreiber Terrace Bay


White River


Thunder Bay


WAWA TS


LAKEHEAD TS


MARATHON TS
HIGHWAY 17


HIG HWAY 1 1& 17


HI
GH


WAY
11


HIGHWAY 101


HIG HWAY 17


Ojibways of 
Pic River 


First Nation


Red Rock 
Indian Band


Pays Plat 
First Nation


Pic Mobert 
First Nation


[1:900,000 0 20 40
km


Reference Route
Reference Route Alternative


") Transformer Station (TS)
First Nation reserve





		Lake Superior Link_project update_Hurkett LSB

		Map17-04_Lake_Superior_Link_HydroOne_Route_Alternative_colour_English





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Independent Electricity System Operator 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Medved, Luka
To: "RegulatoryAffairs@ieso.ca"
Cc: Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 3:56:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Dear Independent Electricity System Operator:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the Independent Electricity System
 Operator via email to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your
 system. Thank you.

mailto:RegulatoryAffairs@ieso.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
http://www.snclavalin.com/







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: customer.relations@ieso.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:37:54 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter IESO.pdf

Hello IESO,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:customer.relations@ieso.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada (now Crown Indigenous 
Relations and Northern Affairs Canada) 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Medved, Luka
To: "EACoordination_ON@aandc-aadnc.gc.ca"
Cc: Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 3:43:00 PM
Attachments: image005.png

image006.png
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image008.png
image009.png

Dear Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to Crown-Indigenous Relations and
 Northern Affairs Canada via email to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your

mailto:EACoordination_ON@aandc-aadnc.gc.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
http://www.snclavalin.com/







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: EACoordination_ON@aandc-aadnc.gc.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:39:47 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter INAC.pdf

Hello Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:EACoordination_ON@aandc-aadnc.gc.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: EACoordination_ON@aandc-aadnc.gc.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link Project -Terms of Reference open for comments
Date: June 11, 2018 2:54:57 PM
Attachments: INAC - ToR open for Comments - June 2018.pdf

Draft of LSL ToR 11jun2018.pdf

Dear Indigenous and Northern Affairs,
 
Please find attached a letter and draft Terms of Reference in relation to Hydro One’s Lake Superior
 Link project for your consideration. Feel free to contact me with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:EACoordination_ON@aandc-aadnc.gc.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com



 Hydro One
Community
483 Bay Stre
North Tower
Toronto, On
www.Hydro
 


June 11, 2
 
 
Indigenou
25 St. Cla
Toronto, O
EACoordi
 
Dear Indig
 
Hydro On
Reference
for a new 
document 
 
The ToR se
when prep
undertake
alternative
 
Indigenou
interested 
can be rev
 
Upon com
Change (M
the ToR 
 
If you hav
email Bruc
 
 
 
 
Sincerely,
 


 
Bruce Hop
Environme
Environme
 
 


e Networks Inc.
y Relations 
eet 
r, 12th Floor 
tario, M5G 2P5 
One.com 


2018 


us and Northe
air Avenue Ea
ON M4T 1M2
nation_ON@


genous and N


ne Networks In
 (ToR) for our 
transmission 
is open for re


ets out the fra
paring the EA


en. Important e
e, assess pote


us communitie
persons are e
viewed on Hy


mpletion of the
Minister) for re


ve comments o
ce.Hopper@H


 


pper  
ental Planner, 
ental Services 


.  
Tel:  
Email: 
 


ern Affairs Ca
ast, 8th Floor 
2 
aandc-aadnc


Northern Affai


nc. (Hydro O
Lake Superio
line between 
eview and pu


mework and w
A, including an
elements of th
ential effects a


s, governmen
encouraged to
ydro One’s La


e ToR, the doc
eview and de


or would like t
HydroOne.com


 
 


416-779-0257
Bruce.Hopper@H


nada 


.gc.ca 


rs Canada: 


ne) recently se
or Link transmi


our Lakehead
blic comment 


work plan for
n outline of th
is work will b
nd determine


t agencies, m
o actively par
ake Superior L


cument will be
ecision. If app


to discuss plea
m or 1-416-34


HydroOne.com 


ent you a Not
ssion line Env


d Transformer 
from June 11


r addressing E
e studies and


be to evaluate 
 measures to 


municipal offic
rticipate in the
Link Project pa


e submitted to 
proved by the


ase feel free t
45-6596 or e


tice of Comm
vironmental A
r Station (TS) a
1, 2018 to Jul


Environmental
 consultation 
the reference
reduce or mit


ials, members
e planning pro
age www.Hyd


the Minister o
Minister, the 


to reach out to
mail Adam.H


encement of t
Assessment (EA
and Wawa TS
ly 10, 2018. 


l Assessment A
activities that 


e route and re
tigate these ef


s of the public
ocess. The dra
droOne.com/


of the Environ
EA will proce


o me at 1-416
Haulena@Hydr


 


the Terms of 
A).  The projec
S.   The draft 
 


Act requireme
will be 


eference route
ffects. 


c and other 
aft ToR docum
/LakeSuperior


nment and Cli
eed as outline


6-779-0257 o
roOne.com.


ct is 
ToR 


ents 


e 


ment 
rLink.  


mate 
d in 


or 







 Hydro One
Community
483 Bay Stre
North Tower
Toronto, On
www.Hydro
 


 


e Networks Inc.
y Relations 
eet 
r, 12th Floor 
tario, M5G 2P5 
One.com 


.  
Tel:  
Email: 
 


416-779-0257
Bruce.Hopper@HHydroOne.com 


 








Lake Superior Link Transmission Project


Prepared by Hydro One Networks Inc.


June 2018


Environmental Assessment  
Draft Terms of Reference







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 1 


 


 


Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 


Individual Environmental Assessment 


Draft Terms of Reference 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Prepared for and by: 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 


483 Bay Street 
Toronto, ON 


M5G 1P5 
June 2018 







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 2 


Table of Contents 
 


Table of Contents ...................................................................................................................................... 2 


Acronyms .................................................................................................................................................. 6 


1. Introduction ...................................................................................................................................... 8 


1.1 Background on the Electricity Sector in Ontario ......................................................................... 10 


1.2 Background on the East-West Tie Expansion ............................................................................. 11 


1.3 Proponent ................................................................................................................................... 12 


1.4 Purpose of the Study and Undertaking ....................................................................................... 13 


1.5 Outline of the Terms of Reference ............................................................................................. 13 


2. Regulatory Framework .................................................................................................................... 15 


2.1 Ontario’s Environmental Assessment Act ................................................................................... 15 


2.2 Other Applicable Provincial EA Processes ................................................................................... 19 


2.3 Ontario Energy Board Act ........................................................................................................... 19 


2.4 The Expropriation Act .................................................................................................................. 20 


2.5 Canadian Environmental Assessment Act ................................................................................... 20 


2.6 Other Relevant Provincial Legislation, Permits and Policies ....................................................... 21 


2.7 Other Relevant Federal Legislation, Permits, and Policies ......................................................... 23 


3. Overview of the EA Process and Requirements for the Proposed Project ..................................... 24 


3.1 Flexibility to Accommodate New Circumstances ........................................................................ 25 


3.2 EA Document Preparation and Submission ................................................................................ 25 


4. Description of the Undertaking and Evaluation of Alternative Methods ....................................... 27 


4.1 Study Area ................................................................................................................................... 27 


4.2 Alternative Methods ................................................................................................................... 27 


4.3 Do Nothing Alternative ............................................................................................................... 28 


4.4 Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative .................................................................... 28 


4.4.1 Local Refinements of the Reference Route ........................................................................ 29 


4.5 Evaluation of Alternative Methods ............................................................................................. 31 


4.6 Technical Overview of the Undertaking...................................................................................... 31 


4.6.1 Design Considerations ......................................................................................................... 31 


4.6.2 Transmission Line ................................................................................................................ 32 







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 3 


4.6.3 Transmission Line Structures .............................................................................................. 32 


4.6.4 Access Roads ....................................................................................................................... 33 


4.6.5 Storage, Laydown and Fly Yards ......................................................................................... 33 


4.6.6 Construction Offices ............................................................................................................ 34 


4.6.7 Temporary Construction Easements................................................................................... 34 


4.7 Project Phases ............................................................................................................................. 34 


4.7.1 Construction ........................................................................................................................ 34 


4.7.2 Operation ............................................................................................................................ 35 


4.7.3 Decommissioning ................................................................................................................ 35 


5. Consultation .................................................................................................................................... 36 


5.1 Principles and Approach ............................................................................................................. 38 


5.2 Stakeholder Identification........................................................................................................... 38 


5.3 Duty to Consult with Indigenous Peoples ................................................................................... 40 


5.4 Consultation Plan for the ToR ..................................................................................................... 40 


5.4.1 Agency and Public Consultation .......................................................................................... 40 


5.4.2 Indigenous Communities and Groups ................................................................................. 42 


5.4.3 Consultation Record ............................................................................................................ 43 


5.5 Consultation Plan for the EA ....................................................................................................... 44 


5.5.1 Public Consultation ............................................................................................................. 44 


5.5.2 Indigenous Communities and Groups Consultation ........................................................... 45 


5.5.3 Agency Consultation Plan ................................................................................................... 48 


5.5.4 Consultation Record ............................................................................................................ 49 


5.6 Documentation and Issues Resolution Strategy ......................................................................... 49 


6. Existing Environmental Conditions in the Study Area .................................................................... 51 


6.1 Natural Environment................................................................................................................... 51 


6.1.1 Geology, Soils and Physical Environment ........................................................................... 51 


6.1.2 Groundwater and Surface Water ........................................................................................ 52 


6.1.3 Environmentally Significant Areas ...................................................................................... 52 


6.1.4 Wildlife and Habitat ............................................................................................................ 54 


6.1.5 Vegetation, Forest Resources, and Wetlands ..................................................................... 55 


6.1.6 Water Bodies, Fish Habitat and Aquatic Ecosystems .......................................................... 55 







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 4 


6.1.7 Species at Risk ..................................................................................................................... 56 


6.1.8 Air Quality ........................................................................................................................... 56 


6.1.9 Acoustic Environment ......................................................................................................... 56 


6.2 Socio-economic and Cultural Environment ................................................................................ 57 


6.2.1 Cultural Heritage Environment ........................................................................................... 57 


6.2.2 Regional Planning ................................................................................................................ 57 


6.2.3 Economy, Resource, Commercial and Industrial Activities ................................................. 58 


6.2.4 Population, Demographics and Community Profile ............................................................ 58 


6.2.5 Traditional/Indigenous Land Use ........................................................................................ 59 


6.2.6 Human Health ..................................................................................................................... 59 


6.2.7 Visual ................................................................................................................................... 60 


6.2.8 Infrastructure and Services ................................................................................................. 60 


6.2.9 Property Value .................................................................................................................... 60 


7. Effects Evaluation and Mitigation Measures .................................................................................. 61 


7.1 Evaluation of Potential Effects on the Natural Environment ...................................................... 62 


7.2 Evaluation of Potential Effects on the Socio-economic Environment ........................................ 64 


7.2.1 Effects on Traditional/ Indigenous Land Use ...................................................................... 65 


7.2.2 Effects on the Cultural Environment ................................................................................... 65 


7.3 Technical, Administrative and Cost Considerations.................................................................... 66 


8. Commitments and Monitoring ....................................................................................................... 67 


8.1 Project Effects Monitoring .......................................................................................................... 67 


8.2 EA Process Monitoring ................................................................................................................ 68 


9. References ...................................................................................................................................... 69 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 5 


Figures 


 
Figure 1 – Proposed Lake Superior Link transmission line routes ................................................................ 9 


Figure 2 – Environmental assessment timeline. Source: MOECC 2016 ...................................................... 16 


Figure 3 – Reference route (solid red line) and reference route alternative (dotted blue line). ............... 29 


Figure 4 – Proposed typical structure types and heights. .......................................................................... 33 


Figure 5 – Key decision points during the EA process ................................................................................ 37 


Figure 6 – Dotted Reference Route line intersecting Provincial Parks and ANSIs (light green) ................. 53 


Figure 7 – Reference Route (dotted pink line) and Reference Route Alternative (solid red line) traversing 


provincial parks (light green polygons). ...................................................................................................... 54 


 


Tables 


Table 1 – EA and ToR Requirements. .......................................................................................................... 17 


Table 2 – Preliminary environmental and technical considerations during Project planning .................... 61 


 


Appendices 
 
Appendix 1 – Notice of Commencement .................................................................................................... 71 


Appendix 2 – List of Preliminary Criteria and Indicators ............................................................................ 72 


  







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 6 


Acronyms 
 
AACI Accredited Appraisal Institute of Canada 
ACSR Aluminum Conduit Steel Reinforced 
ANSI Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest 
BMPs Best Management Practice(s) 
CEAA Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 
CEA Act Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 
CIC Community Information Centre 
CLI Canada Land Inventory 
DFO Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
EA Environmental Assessment 
EAPB Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 
ELC Ecological Land Classification 
EMF Electric and Magnetic Fields 
ESA Environmentally Significant Areas 
GIS Geographic Information System 
HEPCO Hydro-Electric Power Commission of Ontario 
IEA 
IESO 


Individual Environmental Assessment 
Independent Electricity System Operator 


ISC Indigenous Services Canada 
IPSP Integrated Power System Plan 
Km Kilometre 
kV Kilovolt 
LACP Land Acquisition Compensation Principles 
LIO 
LTEP 


Land Information Ontario 
Long-Term Energy Plan 


MAH Ministry of Housing 
MDS Minimum Distance Separation 
MMA Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
MNDM Ministry of Northern Development and Mines 
MNRF Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
MOECC Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change 
MOU Memorandum of Understanding 
MTO Ministry of Transportation 
ONERC North American Electric Reliability Corporation 
NHIC Natural Heritage Information Centre 
OEB Ontario Energy Board 
OGCC Ontario Grid Control Centre 
OLID Ontario's Land Information Directory 
OM&A Operation, Maintenance and Administration 
OPA Ontario Power Authority 
OPGW Optical Ground Wire 
PNP Pukaskwa National Park 
PSW 
ROW 


Provincially Significant Wetlands 
Right-of-way 


SAR Species at Risk 







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 7 


ToR Terms of Reference 
TRCA Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 
TS Transformer Station 
  







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 8 


1. Introduction 
 


The Terms of Reference (ToR) as defined by the Ontario Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 


(MOECC) is a document prepared by the proponent and submitted to the Minister of the Environment 


and Climate Change for approval. The ToR establishes the framework for the planning and decision-


making process to be followed by the proponent during the preparation of the Environmental 


Assessment (EA) Report. Supporting material filed in addition to the ToR includes the Record of 


Consultation and supporting documentation that is submitted under a separate cover. The Record of 


Consultation outlines agency, public, Indigenous (First Nation and Métis) and other stakeholder 


consultation undertaken during the development of the ToR.  Supporting documentation provides 


additional detail regarding the Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) Lake Superior Link Project (the 


Project or undertaking). 


The Project is one of several identified by the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) to meet 


Ontario’s current and future electricity delivery needs.  Industrial activities in Northwestern Ontario, 


particularly in the mining sector, are expected to drive strong electricity demand growth in the coming 


decades. Coupled with changes in the region’s supply situation, the IESO forecasts a need for new supply 


to meet future demand in Northwestern Ontario. The identified future demand can be met with 


additional transmission and/or generation. The IESO analyzed both transmission and generation supply 


options and recommended the expansion of the existing 230 kilovolt (kV) East-West Tie to ensure the 


long-term reliability of the electricity supply in Northwestern Ontario (OPA 2011). This recommendation 


is contained in a series of Ontario Long-Term Energy Plan (LTEP) documents (OPA/IESO 2010, 2013, 


2017a), that outline specific energy projects and other initiatives.  The LTEPs identify the East-West Tie 


project as a priority project based on projected industrial growth within Northern Ontario. This 


recommendation was based on technical, economic and other considerations. The need for the project 


was recently confirmed in the Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion (IESO 


2017b), with a specified a targeted in-service date of the end of 2020 for the new line.  


The Lake Superior Link project consists of a new, approximately 400 kilometre (km) double-circuit 230 


kV transmission line that generally parallels an existing double-circuit 230 kV transmission line corridor 


(the existing East-West Tie) connecting the Wawa Transformer Station (TS) to the Lakehead TS near 


Thunder Bay (with a connection at the Marathon TS), which is referred to as the Reference Route. The 


Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative that are to be examined in the EA are presented in 


Figure 1. The Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative identified in the ToR differ in the section 


around Pukaskwa National Park (PNP).  Further details regarding the Project, including the Reference 


Route and Reference Route Alternative, are provided in Section 4. 
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Figure 1 – Proposed Lake Superior Link transmission line routes
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The Project requires approval under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act, 1990 (EA Act) including 


Ontario Regulation 116/01 (O. Reg. 116/01). O. Reg. 116/01 requires the preparation of an Individual EA 


for a project of this nature and size. The first key step of the EA is the preparation of a ToR.  Hydro One 


has prepared this ToR for consideration and approval by the Minister of Environment and Climate 


Change. The ToR serves as the foundation for the EA process.  Hydro One will prepare the EA in 


accordance with the framework laid out in the ToR document in accordance with the Code of Practice: 


Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for Environmental Assessments in Ontario (MOECC 2014).  


 


1.1 Background on the Electricity Sector in Ontario 
 


This section summarizes the background of the electricity sector planning in Ontario and its relation to 


the current Project.   


Over the past two decades the electricity sector in Ontario has changed significantly due to a number of 


key pieces of legislation.  In October 1998, the Ontario Legislature enacted the Energy Competition Act, 


1998, authorizing the restructuring of Ontario Hydro with the aim of introducing competition in the 


wholesale and retail electricity markets in Ontario.  Of note, the Energy Competition Act, 1998 changed 


the landscape of the electricity market in Ontario and introduced market deregulation.  On April 1, 1999, 


in accordance with the Energy Competition Act, 1998, Ontario Hydro was restructured principally into 


three separate entities: (1) Ontario Power Generation Inc., (2) Ontario Hydro Services Company Inc., 


later renamed Hydro One Inc., and  (3) the Independent Electricity Market Operator, later renamed 


Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO).  


The Ontario government established the the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) through the Electricity 
Restructuring Act, 2004. This legislation made changes to the institutional arrangements of the 
electricity sector in Ontario and established the OPA as the province’s long-term energy planner.  
Specifically, the OPA was given the mandate to develop integrated electricity plans that look forward 
several years, with the purpose of providing sustainable electricity solutions to Ontarians into the future.  
 


 the OPA (merged with the IESO in 2015) was given the mandate to develop an Integrated Power 
System Plan (IPSP) and address the looming supply–demand imbalance in Ontario through 
conservation and generation procurements. O. Reg. 276/06 designates and exempts the IPSP 
from the EA Act.  Undertakings resulting from this planning process, however, are required to 
complete an EA if they would otherwise be required to do so; 


 the Government was given the discretion to determine the future “supply mix” for the Province 
as a starting point for the IPSP; and, 


 the OEB was given the authority to review and approve the IPSP. 
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The OPA prepared a 20-year energy plan in 2007 and together with subsequent public policy initiatives 


(primarily the Green Energy and Green Economy Act, 2009), transformed how Ontario produces and 


uses electricity. Implementation was planned through generation procurement and conservation 


measures, and by developing transmission. On January 1, 2015 OPA merged with the IESO to create a 


new organization that combines the OPA and IESO mandates.  The IESO is now directly responsible for 


establishing the need for new transmission facilities. 


There has been, and continues to be, significant interest in connecting renewable generation to both 


distribution and transmission systems as a consequence of the passage of the Green Energy and Green 


Economy Act, 2009. However, the ability of existing or approved transmission facilities in Ontario to 


accommodate more generation is limited. Given this, the Ontario Energy Board (OEB) issued a policy 


document titled Framework for Transmission Project Development Plans on August 26, 2010, which sets 


out the policy of the OEB for a framework for new transmission investment in Ontario (OEB 2010). 


 


1.2 Background on the East-West Tie Expansion  
 


The East-West Tie Expansion Project is required to ensure an adequate, safe, reliable and affordable 


supply of power to enable future growth and development in Northwestern Ontario.  


The 2010 LTEP was published by the Ministry of Energy to serve as an update to the 2007 IPSP, given 


developments in technology, demographic and economic trends, and growth of the renewable energy 


sector.  The Ministry of Energy’s 2013 LTEP notes that the project is a priority project and that 


engineering and engagement should commence on the East-West Tie Expansion project to meet 


anticipated electricity supply needs in Ontario’s northwest. The Updated Assessment of the Need for the 


East-West Tie Expansion (IESO 2017b) states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 


recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in 


Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” 


In August 2013, the OEB, through a designation process, awarded Upper Canada Transmission Inc. 


(NextBridge Infrastructure L.P. or NextBridge) the development phase of the East-West Tie project. 


Hydro One, as the owner of the existing stations, is responsible for connecting the new East-West Tie 


transmission lines by upgrading the associated transmission station infrastructure.  


On July 31, 2017, NextBridge applied to OEB for Leave to Construct for the line portions of the project.  


On August 4, 2017, the Minister of Energy addressed a letter to the President and CEO of the IESO 


expressing concerns of the scale of cost increases of NextBridge’s budget estimates of $777.2 million, up 


from the original estimate of $419 million. In response, the Minister of Energy directed the IESO to 


review all options to ensure that ratepayers are protected and to update the need assessment for the 


project based on the latest costs and system needs.  Previously, in the 2017 LTEP the government had 


stated the following regarding the cost of East-West Tie transmission project: 
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“As the project has moved through development, estimates on its total cost have increased. This is a 


concern, as Ontario is focused on making the electricity system more cost-effective. The government 


will review all options to protect ratepayers as the project continues to be developed.” 


In response to the concerns regarding the cost of the project, as well as its environmental impacts, 


Hydro One is proposing its East-West Tie Line project, called “Lake Superior Link”, to protect the 


interests of the public and ratepayers.  As compared to the current NextBridge proposal, the proposed 


Lake Superior Link project, including its two routing alternatives, has a lower estimated cost, a smaller 


environmental footprint, reduced annual maintenance costs, and enhanced opportunities for 


Indigenous communities to participate with equity stakes in the Project.  


A brief summary of the East-West Tie project chronology to date is presented below: 


 In 2012 the OEB initiated a competitive process to designate an electricity transmitter to 


develop a 230kV high voltage transmission line between Thunder Bay and Wawa; 


 In 2013 a designated electricity transmitter was chosen by the OEB for the development phase 


of the project; 


 In May 2014, NextBridge’s Amended Individual EA Terms of Reference was issued; 


 In 2016, through an Order-in-Council, the East-West Tie was declared a priority project; 


 Summer 2017, the designated electricity transmitter’s Leave to Construct updated construction 


cost projections substantially exceeded the costs submitted in the designation proceeding; 


 In August 2017 the Minister of Energy asked the IESO to explore options and update the Needs 


Assessment of the project. The IESO reconfirmed the project as the preferred alternative to 


meet the need of long-term electricity supply for the northwest on December 1, 2017; 


 On February 15, 2018 Hydro One filed a Section 92 Leave to Construct application with the OEB 


for a new transmission facility - “Lake Superior Link”. Relative to the NextBridge alternative, the 


Lake Superior Link reference route provides in excess of approximately $140 million of capital 


savings and over $3 million annually in operations, maintenance and administration savings. 


 


1.3 Proponent 
 


Hydro One  is the proponent for Lake Superior Link and is responsible for the development of the ToR 


and subsequent EA document.  Hydro One is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Hydro One Inc., and is 


Ontario's largest electricity transmission and distribution provider with more than 1.3 million valued 


customers, $25 billion in assets and 2017 annual revenues of nearly $6 billion. Our team of over 7,400 


skilled and dedicated regular and non-regular employees proudly and safely serves suburban, rural and 


remote communities across Ontario through our 30,000 circuit km of high-voltage transmission and 


123,000 circuit km of primary distribution networks. Hydro One is committed to the communities we 


serve, and has been rated as the top utility in Canada for its corporate citizenship, sustainability, and 


diversity initiatives. We are one of only five utility companies in Canada to achieve the Sustainable 
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Energy Company designation from the Canadian Electricity Association. We also provide advanced 


broadband telecommunications services on a wholesale basis utilizing our extensive fibre optic network. 


The common shares of Hydro One Limited, the parent corporation of Hydro One Inc., are listed on the 


Toronto Stock Exchange (TSX: H). 


 


1.4 Purpose of the Study and Undertaking 
 


The purpose of the undertaking is to ensure an adequate, safe, reliable and affordable supply of power 


to enable future growth and supply in Northwestern Ontario.  The ToR is required under the 


Environmental Assessment Act to initiate the EA.  The ToR provides the framework for the EA and 


discusses the major aspects of the EA and how it will be approached.   


 


1.5 Outline of the Terms of Reference 
 


This ToR sets out the detailed requirements for the preparation of the EA document for the Lake 


Superior Link project in accordance with the requirements of the EA Act. If approved by the MOECC, the 


EA must be prepared in accordance with the detailed requirements set out in the approved ToR.   


In accordance with the MOECC Code of Practice: Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for 


Environmental Assessments in Ontario, (MOECC 2014) the ToR contains the following information: 


 Identification of the proponent; 


 Indication of how the environmental assessment will be prepared; 


 Purpose of the study or undertaking; 


 Description of and rationale for the undertaking; 


 Description of and rationale for alternatives; 


 Description of the existing environment and potential effects of the undertaking; 


 Assessment and evaluation; 


 Commitments and monitoring; 


 Consultation plan for the environmental assessment; 


 Flexibility to accommodate new circumstances; 


 Other approvals required. 


Taken together, the following sections of the ToR are intended to satisfy the requirements under Section 


6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act:  


 Regulatory Framework (Section 2) 


 Overview of the EA Process and Approval Requirements for the Project (Section 3) 
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 Description of the Undertaking and Evaluation of Alternative Methods (Section 4) 


 Consultation (Section 5)  


 Existing Environmental Conditions in the Study Area (Section 6) 


 Environmental Effects Evaluation and Mitigation Measures  (Section 7) 


 Commitments and Monitoring (Section 8) 
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2. Regulatory Framework 
 


Hydro One will identify all necessary approvals that may be required during project planning and 


construction.  Where practical, Hydro One will begin preparation of construction-related applications 


concurrent with the EA process.  It will be necessary to initiate some permit and approval activities or 


applications during the EA process including any required consultation activities with members of the 


public, municipalities, agencies, and Indigenous communities and groups. It should be noted that some 


permits and approvals for construction typically rely on more detailed engineering and design 


information than is available during the EA process.  In this event, Hydro One will carry out required 


studies necessary to support those approvals prior to start of construction. The following sections 


outline the framework for regulatory approvals in Ontario for electricity transmission projects and how 


they apply to the Project. 


 


2.1 Ontario’s Environmental Assessment Act  
 


In Ontario, new and expanded transmission lines are subject to the EA Act.  Ontario’s Electricity Projects 


Regulation (O. Reg. 116/01), formed under the EA Act, stipulates the EA requirements for electricity 


projects in Ontario on the basis of the project type (e.g., transmission lines, transformer stations, power 


generation plants, etc.) and, in the case of transmission lines, the voltage of the line and distance 


traversed. The voltage of the line and length of the Lake Superior Link project requires that an Individual 


EA application be prepared and submitted under Section 5 of the EA Act to the Minister of the 


Environment and Climate Change for approval, which includes preparation, submission and approval of 


a ToR and an EA Report. 


The Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Electricity Projects (MOECC 2011) 


differentiates between Class EAs and Individual Environmental Assessments (IEA).  Class EAs are EAs 


approved under the EA Act to pre-approve certain classes of projects that have predictable and 


mitigable environmental effects. IEAs is a term used to differentiate an EA performed under subsection 


5(1) of the EAA from Class EA projects and generally have more uncertainty or potential for greater 


environmental impacts.    


Hydro One is required to complete and submit a ToR to the MOECC for approval as illustrated on Figure 


2. The purpose of the ToR is to provide the overall study framework that will be followed during the EA. 


The public, Indigenous communities, government agencies and other interested individuals are provided 


with opportunities to comment. 
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Figure 2 – Environmental assessment timeline. Source: MOECC 2016 
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Should the ToR be approved by the Minister of the Environment of Climate Change, it will be used by 


Hydro One to guide the completion of the EA to ensure that it meets the intent of the EA Act.  The 


results of the EA process will then be documented in an EA Report to be submitted to the MOECC for 


review and approval.  


There are two key documentation requirements for the application: 


 the development, submission, review and approval of the ToR; and,  


 the preparation, submission, review and approval of the EA document in accordance with the 


framework set out in the MOECC approved ToR.  


Under the EA Act, an EA can proceed under section 6.1(2) which includes an assessment of “alternatives 


to” the undertaking and “alternative methods of carrying out the undertaking or it can proceed in 


accordance with subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act which allow focusing of the EA.  The reason 


for proceeding with this undertaking has been established by the IESO and is documented in Section 1.4. 


The IESO concluded that a new transmission line is the most practical and cost-effective method of 


bolstering electricity capacity in Northwestern Ontario.  As such, this ToR proposes that the focused EA 


be prepared in accordance with subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1.(3) of the EA Act.  Table 1 provides a 


comparison of Section 6 requirements and the proposed Lake Superior Link EA documentation.     


Table 1 – EA and ToR Requirements. 


Section of EAA  


6.1(2) 


Described in Terms of 
Reference 


To be Described 


 in EA Document 


(a) description of the purpose of 
the undertaking. 


The ToR describes the purpose 
of the undertaking (Section 0). 


The EA will describe the 
purpose of the undertaking. 


(b) description of and statement 
of the rationale for 


(i) undertaking 


(ii) alternative methods of     
carrying out the undertaking and 


(iii) alternatives to the 
undertaking 


i) The ToR provides a 
description of and rationale for 
the undertaking (Section 0).  


ii) The ToR presents two route 
alternatives for carrying out the 
undertaking (Section 4) and 
how those alternative methods 
will be assessed through the EA 
process.   


iii)The ToR provides a rationale 
for a focused EA that does not 
consider a “do nothing” 
alternative nor contemplates 
alternatives to the undertaking 
(Section 4). 


i)The EA will provide a 
description of and rationale for 
the undertaking. 


ii)The EA will assess two 
alternative reference routes. 


iii)The EA will reiterate the 
rationale for a focused EA that 
was presented in the ToR.  
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Section of EAA  


6.1(2) 


Described in Terms of 
Reference 


To be Described 


 in EA Document 


  


 


(c) description of 


(i) environment that will be 
affected or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
affected, directly or indirectly 


(ii) the effects that will be caused 
or that might reasonably be 
expected to be caused to the 
environment; and, 


(iii) the actions necessary or that 
may reasonably be expected to 
prevent, change, mitigate or 
remedy the effects upon or the 
effects that might reasonably be 
expected upon the environment 
by the undertaking 


i) The ToR generally describes 
the environment that will be 
affected or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
affected by the Project either 
directly or indirectly. (Section 6) 


ii) The ToR describes the 
framework of how the EA will 
assess and identify any effects 
on the environment that will be 
affected or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
affected by the Project.  
(Section 7) 


iii) The ToR describes how the 
EA will address any identified 
effects either through 
prevention, change or 
mitigation.  (Section 7)  


i) The EA will describe, in 
greater detail, the environment 
that will be affected or that 
might reasonably be expected 
to be affected, directly or 
indirectly by the Project. 


ii) The EA will assess and 
identify any effects that will be 
caused or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
caused to the environment.  


iii) The EA will evaluate any 
effects identified and address 
them through prevention, 
change or mitigation.  


(d) an evaluation of the 
advantages and disadvantages to 
the environment of the 
undertaking. 


The ToR provides a 
commitment to describe 
advantages and disadvantages 
in the EA document (Sections 4, 
7). 


The EA will provide an 
evaluation of the advantages 
and disadvantages to the 
environment of the 
undertaking. 


(e) a description of the 
consultation about the 
undertaking by the proponent 
and the results of the 
consultation. 


The ToR describes the 
Indigenous, public and 
stakeholder consultation that 
was conducted for the 
development of the ToR.  
(Section 5) 


The ToR provides a list of 
contacts and a record of 
consultation developed through 
the ToR process.  (Section 5) 


The ToR also describes the 


The EA will provide a 
description of the Indigenous, 
public and stakeholder 
consultation that was 
conducted throughout the EA 
process.  The EA will identify a 
list of contacts consulted with 
and provide a record of 
consultation, status of 
consultation, summary of 
issues and summary of issue 
resolution.  
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Section of EAA  


6.1(2) 


Described in Terms of 
Reference 


To be Described 


 in EA Document 


consultation framework that 
will be undertaken during the 
EA process to consult with 
Indigenous communities, the 
public and stakeholders. 
(Section 5). 


 


 


2.2 Other Applicable Provincial EA Processes 
 


The Project is also subject to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) EA requirements 


for disposition of Crown lands in sections of the route that traverse public lands, including provincial 


parks and conservation reserves, and more specifically the MNRF Class EA for Resource Stewardship and 


Facility Development Projects and the MNRF’s Class EA for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves.  


Discussions with the MNRF have commenced and will continue during the EA phase to assist with the 


disposition of Crown land for the Project. In addition, public lands transactions under the jurisdiction of 


Infrastructure Ontario are subject to the requirements of the Ministry of Infrastructure Public Work 


Class EA. It is Hydro One’s intention that these other EA process requirements will be met through the 


Individual EA process for the Project.  


 


2.3 Ontario Energy Board Act 
 


The Lake Superior Link project requires OEB approval. The OEB regulates Ontario’s natural gas and 


electricity industries and is responsible for ensuring construction and operation of proposed 


transmission facilities are in the public interest.  The OEB’s role is to review a transmission project’s 


effect on consumers with respect to prices, reliability and quality of electricity service. The OEB operates 


as an adjudicative tribunal and carries out its functions through oral or written public hearings. There 


are potentially two applications with the OEB related to the Project: 


 Leave to Construct - The Project is subject to “Leave to Construct” approval under Section 92 of 


the OEB Act.  The OEB review of Hydro One’s application for Leave to Construct approval 


examines technical aspects, consumer protection and also includes provisions for 


engagement/consultation.  Hydro One submitted a section 92 Leave to Construct application to 


the OEB on February 15, 2018.   
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 Early Access to Land (subsection 98 (1.1) of the OEB Act).  Early access allows Hydro One 


employees and representatives to access private properties affected by the proposed Project in 


order to undertake a limited number of activities (including biological and archaeological field 


studies, data collection, legal surveys and soil testing) while the Section 92 application is under 


consideration by the OEB.  This early access is required to gather seasonal data for the EA and 


other approvals and to bring the project in-service by the required due date. 


 


2.4 The Expropriation Act 
 


Hydro One’s goal is to secure voluntary property settlements with affected property owners (“Property 


Owners”) in a timely manner, to the extent practicable, for the portion of properties to be utilized for 


the Project.  Property Owners will be offered the choice of Hydro One acquiring either an easement or 


the fee simple interest in the lands required for the Project. Hydro One’s offers will be based upon 


appraisal reports prepared by external, independent Accredited Appraisal Institute of Canada (AACI) 


appraisers retained by Hydro One. 


Hydro One’s primary intent is to negotiate easement rights with landowners. In some cases, it will be 


necessary to purchase entire properties where current uses are incompatible with a transmission 


corridor e.g., a permanent structure or residence under a transmission line.    


These project-specific land acquisition compensation principles are founded upon Hydro One’s past 


experience pertaining to land acquisition matters for new transmission projects. Hydro One’s central 


consideration has been the need for Property Owners to have flexibility and choice while balancing 


Hydro One’s desire to achieve timely acquisition of property interests and its obligation to ensure that 


expenditures are fair and reasonable to ratepayers. 


Should voluntary property settlements meet an impasse, Chapter E.26 under the Ontario Expropriations 


Act, outlines the conditions and restrictions under which a claim for expropriation can be submitted, and 


the rights of residents facing the claim.  The expropriation plan must be approved and registered under 


both the OEB Act and the Expropriations Act prior to commencement of construction of the new line.   


Expropriations would also need to be approved by the OEB under s.99 of the OEB Act. 


 


2.5 Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 
 


An electricity project subject to the EA Act may also be subject to the Canadian Environmental 


Assessment Act (CEA Act).  CEA Act includes a list of projects or activities (also known as Regulations 


Designating Physical Activities), which identify major projects with the greatest potential for significant 


adverse environmental impact and thus require a federal EA under CEA Act. 
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The Lake Superior Lake project is not considered a “designated project” as the Project does not meet the 


requirements as stipulated in the regulation designating physical activities, and therefore the CEA Act 


does not apply.  In the event that the Project is modified and meets the criteria at a future date, thereby 


becoming a “designated project” under the CEA Act, Hydro One will notify the Canadian Environmental 


Assessment Agency (CEAA). 


Although the Lake Superior Link project is not a designated project under the CEA Act, the Project may 


require federal approvals or authorizations where the transmission route crosses federal lands.  Federal 


lands include two First Nation reserves (Michipicoten First Nation Reserve and Pays Plat First Nation) 


under Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) jurisdiction (formerly Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada) 


and one National Park (Pukaskwa National Park) under Parks Canada jurisdiction. 


Authorization for works within Pukaskwa National Park will be required from Parks Canada.   Hydro One 


currently has a License of Occupation for its existing infrastructure and this license is currently being 


renewed, remaining in effect until such renewal is complete.  Upgrades to infrastructure within the Park 


are allowable within the existing license agreement as they are not considered new development.  Parks 


Canada has confirmed in a letter sent on 27 November 2017 that Parks Canada is prepared to continue 


to consider the Hydro One request in accordance with the License of Occupation, applicable laws and 


policies, and Indigenous consultation obligations.  Additionally, mitigations would need to be identified 


and  more information on construction impacts, as per Article 8.01 of the current License Agreement, is 


required, as well as  completion of either a Basic or Detailed Impact Assessment under Section 67 of the 


CEA Act. An updated Environmental Evaluation Report was provided to Parks Canada on January 24, 


2018, which satisfies the requirements of the agreement.  Studies and consultation will address impacts 


and mitigations within the Park area and the Impact Assessment will be provided to Parks Canada per 


Section 67.  


The usage of First Nation reserve land would require Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) authorization.  


Requirements to this end may be via Project Description Report and/or through a Land Use Permit.  


Consultation with local First Nations is ongoing throughout the lifecycle of the project and will include 


further determination of approvals for use of reserve land. Hydro One will consult with CEAA and will 


work closely with federal authorities to provide specific details about the location and extent of the 


project, including providing a project description, to enable a determination of any permit or 


authorization requirements.  


 


2.6 Other Relevant Provincial Legislation, Permits and Policies 
 


Based on current information, a number of permits, licences and approvals under Provincial legislation 


may be required.  In some cases, a final determination cannot be made until the detailed design phase 


for the project. These may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
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 approval under the Lakes and Rivers Improvement Act, to undertake work on shore lands and 


works within a water body (Consolidated Work Permit); 


 approval for ownership/easement of land on which structures are built from the MNRF under 


the Public Lands Act; 


 permits from the MNRF under the Public Lands Act, for site alteration on Crown lands or 


infrastructure on or over Crown lands; 


 work permit controls, at all times of the year, for clearing within 300 m of a forest or woodland 


from the MNRF Forest Management Branch under the Forest Fires Prevention Act; 


 approval under Aggregate Resources Act, to extract aggregate within Crown lands. 


 Forest Resource License to harvest timber on Crown lands as per the Crown Forest Sustainability 


Act; 


 Fish Scientific Collectors Permits and Wildlife Scientific Collection Authorizations from the MNRF 


under the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act;  


 Approvals to work within provincial parks, if required under Provincial Parks and Conservation 


Reserves Act; 


 Authorization under Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, should the Project potentially impact 


wildlife; 


 permits for application of pesticides from the MOECC under the Pesticides Act, for vegetation 


management during the operation phase; 


 under the Ontario Heritage Act, an archaeological assessment(s) is required to obtain Ministry 


of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS) clearance.   


 heritage and heritage landscape compliance with the Ontario Heritage Act.  


 approval of new structures, encroachment entrances or construction that may affect existing 


and planned highways from the Ministry of Transportation under the Provincial Transportation 


and Highway Improvement Act; 


 compliance with industrial design/construction safety regulations, including filing notice of 


project before construction commences, of the Ontario Ministry of Labour under the 


Occupational Health and Safety Act; 


 compliance with health regulations of the Ministry of Health under the Public Health Act; 


 withdrawal of staking rights or lands from prospecting under the Mining Act, 1990; 


 permits under the Ontario Water Resources Act (section 53) for water taking or discharge, 


dewatering.   


 approvals under the Ontario’s Environmental Protection Act (section 9) on airborne emissions, 


noise, hazardous waste and sewage/waste management.   


 Provincial Policy Statement [Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Ministry of Housing (MMA, MAH), 


2014}; 


 Water Management Policies and Guidelines (MOECC), Policy 1 and 2; and, 


 permits may be required under the Endangered Species Act. 
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2.7 Other Relevant Federal Legislation, Permits, and Policies  
 


Other relevant federal legislation and policies include, but are not limited to: 


 Species at Risk Act (Environment and Climate Change Canada);  


 Migratory Birds Convention Act (Environment and Climate Change Canada); 


 Fisheries Act (Fisheries and Oceans Canada); 


 Navigation Protection  Act (Transport Canada); 


 Aeronautics Act (Transport Canada);  


 Railway Safety Act (Transport Canada); 


 Parks Canada Agency Act (Parks Canada); 


 Indian Act (Indigenous Services Canada); and,  


 Canada Transportation Act. 


Federal policies regarding species and habitat protection include: 


 Policy on Wetland Conservation; 


 Canadian Biodiversity Strategy; 


 Convention on Biological Diversity; and 


 Wildlife Policy for Canada. 


All approvals that are necessary for the Project to proceed will be outlined in the EA document.  It may 


not be practicable to complete all required surveys in relation to other approvals prior to submission of 


the EA document, but Hydro One will commit to continue and complete all information collection prior 


to construction. 
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3. Overview of the EA Process and Requirements for the Proposed 


Project 
 


The EA study will comply with requirements set out in the EA Act. Hydro One will submit the EA for 


review and approval to the Minister of Environment and Climate Change, following an extensive 


engagement/consultation process.   As previously discussed in Section 2.1, the MOECC states: “A 


proponent should use subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) if there is a more defined planning process and 


more details of the proposal are already known (for example, the potential alternatives it wishes to 


evaluate).”  Based on the previously conducted needs assessment and the prioritization of the project 


from regulatory bodies, a more focused approach to the EA will be utilized.  


The EA will consist of the following components: 


 a description and purpose of the Project based on the recommendations and decisions of the 


IESO and the government; 


 a description of and statement of the rationale for the Project; 


 the EA will not include a description and rationale for the Do Nothing alternative as the Project 


has already been identified by the regulator as a priority project; 


 the EA will not include a description and rationale of alternative methods of carrying out the 


Project as it has already been extensively studied by the regulator and the preferred alternative 


has already been identified. However, the identified reference route and reference route 


alternative will be considered for the Project as well as design considerations and local 


refinements; 


 a description of the environment that will be affected, or might reasonably be expected to 


affected directly or indirectly by the Project and the alternative routes considered; 


 a description of the advantages and disadvantages that will be caused or might reasonably be 


expected to be caused to the environment as a result of the Project, and the alternative 


methods of carrying out the Project; 


 a description of the actions necessary or that may be reasonably expected to be necessary to 


prevent, change, remedy or mitigate any effects; 


 description of the advantages and disadvantages of the alternative route methods; 


 description of the public, agency and stakeholder consultations and Indigenous communities 


and groups engagement and consultation undertaken during the EA process; 


 pre- and post- development environmental monitoring plan (as necessary); and, 


 supporting documents, maps, etc., as required under the EA Act and its regulations. 


 


An outline of the ToR and its contents can be found in Section 1.5 which will contribute to the overview 


of the EA process and requirements for the proposed Project. The project as a whole will be assessed 


using the best information available with levels of detail tailored to maximize the clarity of the process.   
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3.1 Flexibility to Accommodate New Circumstances 
 


The lifecycle of a complex and geographically extensive and diverse project from the conceptual stage to 


operation may be subject to project changes. In addition, the time gap between a ToR and a successful 


EA submission potentially allows for new circumstances to arise.  To address these changes, there is a 


requirement for flexibility within the document to lay out a framework for a successful EA submission 


and subsequent construction and operational phases.  Project design updates, study area changes, novel 


information, and implementation of input from the consultation process are examples of new 


circumstances arising during a project lifecycle. These degrees of flexibility allow proponents reasonable 


measures to address unforeseen circumstances but still maintain regulatory compliance throughout the 


project phases without starting the ToR and EA process anew.  Some of these changes are likely to be 


minor and have limited consequences while others may be more significant and require consultation 


with a number of stakeholders and agencies.  Hydro One has prepared this ToR with the most complete 


state of knowledge at the time of its preparation but acknowledges the Project need to adapt to new 


circumstances.  


 


3.2 EA Document Preparation and Submission 
 


The EA will be consistent with the requirements on the EA Act described in Section 2.1. As described in 


the MOECC’s Code of Practice on Preparing and Reviewing Environmental Assessments in Ontario, the 


EA will include: 


 an Executive Summary; 


 list of studies and reports; 


 Terms of Reference requirements; 


 identification of the proponent; 


 commitments and monitoring; 


 other approvals; 


 consultation summary; and, 


 appendices. 


In addition, commitments to post-approval actions including project notification, remedial action plans, 


etc. will also be described. The EA will document need, the purpose for the undertaking, alternative 


routes, engagement/consultation undertaken, a description of and rationale for the undertaking, 


environmental baseline, environmental effects and proposed mitigation measures associated with the 


undertaking, commitments to compliance monitoring, and future commitments to be satisfied at 


subsequent design stages. Further information will be included if warranted.   
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In addition to the EA, reference reports will be prepared at appropriate stages of the EA to document 


technical work that is undertaken to support the decision-making process. These reference reports will 


be included as technical appendices to the EA as described in the Code of Practice. 


A draft EA will be made available to the public, federal and provincial government agencies, 


municipalities and Indigenous communities and groups for review prior to formal submission to the 


MOECC. The documentation will be available at government offices, public libraries and on the project 


web site. Hard copies will be made available to the Bands to allow for comments by their members. 


Subsequent to the pre-submission review and consideration of any comments received, the EA will be 


formally submitted to the MOECC for an approval decision.  


The EA will provide a comprehensive list of all relevant commitments made during the preparation of 


the ToR and the EA to guide future environmental work and engagement/consultation as well as effects 


and compliance monitoring.  All monitoring will be consistent with MOECC requirements. 
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4. Description of the Undertaking and Evaluation of Alternative 


Methods 
 


The project consists of a new approximately 400 km long double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line 


connecting the Lakehead TS to the Wawa TS, with a connection at the Marathon TS. The majority of the 


new transmission line will be constructed on a new right-of-way (ROW) that is largely on or adjacent to 


the existing Hydro One transmission corridor (the existing East-West Tie, or EWT). There are two 


exceptions to this routing. The first is the section of approximately 35 km in the Reference Route 


through Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure will be renewed and replaced, with no 


corridor widening required. Two new circuits and the two existing circuits would be installed on new 


quad-circuit structures. The second is in both the Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative and 


includes the routing of the line around the communities of Dorion and Loon Lake (approximately 57 km 


in length) within the section between Nipigon and Lakehead TS, which deviates from the existing EWT.  


See Figure 1 for further details on these route alternatives.  Temporary and permanent access roads, 


storage and laydown yards, will be form part of the project facilities and are discussed further in Section 


4. 


4.1 Study Area  
 


The Project is located in the Province of Ontario and extends from the Municipality of Shuniah near the 


City of Thunder Bay to east of the Municipality of Wawa. A key map showing the location of the Project 


and routing of the transmission line is presented in Figure 1. The majority of the Project is located on 


provincial Crown land, with some sections within easements acquired from private landowners. The EA 


will study both reference route and reference route alternative study areas.  


It should be noted that another proponent, NextBridge, has done studies in the area of the proposed 


corridor.  Where there is an overlap of the study areas, Hydro One is generally not duplicating these 


studies, but using the information available publicly through an EA document already funded by the 


ratepayers of Ontario.   


 


4.2 Alternative Methods 
 


The Environmental Assessment Act requires proponents under Section 6.1 (2) to conduct an alternatives 


assessment to demonstrate the advantages and disadvantages of the preferred alternative in 


comparison to other alternatives considered.  The East-West tie project has been identified by the 


Ministry of Energy, the OEB and the IESO as a priority project, as per an Order-in-Council issued by the 


Lieutenant Governor in Council on March 4, 2016 and will utilize a focused method.  An extensive 


alternatives assessment process has been previously performed by these agencies in the needs 
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assessments and rationale for the East-West Tie Expansion project conducted by OPA and IESO.  In these 


assessments, other alternatives to the undertaking, such as increased local generation and other 


transmission solutions were assessed and the proposed East-West Tie transmission project was 


identified as the preferred option (IESO).  Under subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the focused EA the 


assessment of alternatives and approach will take into account the IESO recommendations. As such, the 


need and method for the goals of the project have been clearly identified and the ToR will not contain 


an assessment of alternatives to the undertaking.  Instead, the evaluation of alternatives will focus on 


the assessment of alternative methods for carrying out the undertaking, in the form of routing 


alternatives.  A reference route will be evaluated against an alternative route to compare the 


advantages and disadvantages of each option in the context of the natural environment, socio-economic 


environment and technical-administrative and cost considerations.  


The sections below identify the transmission route that will be assessed and will describe the local 


refinement and design considerations.  


 


4.3 Do Nothing Alternative 
 


The “Do Nothing” alternative represents what is expected to happen if none of the alternatives being 


considered is carried out (MOECC 2014).  As with the alternative methods outlined above, the need and 


rationale for the Project has been clearly identified by the government.  The EA will not assess a “Do 


Nothing” alternative but instead focus on the comparative advantages and disadvantages of the 


proposed reference route and reference route alternatives.    


 


4.4 Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative 
 


Hydro One has put forward two route alternatives for assessment. Each of the proposed routes fulfills 


the connection criteria outlined by the government and have been developed to be located adjacent to 


existing transmission corridors, where possible, in accordance with the Provincial Policy Statement.  


Figure 3 shows the reference route (solid line) and reference route alternative (dotted line).  The 


reference route travels from the Wawa TS through Pukaskwa National Park to the Marathon TS along 


the existing Hydro One ROW.  From there, it follows the shore of Lake Superior until Dorion where it 


travels north of the existing ROW and connects to the Lakehead TS.  The reference route alternative 


follows the same route as the reference route, except that, prior to entering Pukaskwa National Park 


from the east, it travels north to White River and follows Highway 17 west to the Marathon TS to avoid 


the area through Pukaskwa National Park.   
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Figure 3 – Reference route (solid red line) and reference route alternative (dotted blue line). 


At a minimum, the alternatives assessment will consider the following questions, as outlined in Section 


5.2.5 of the Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for Environmental Assessments in Ontario 


(MOECC 2016) document:  


 Do they provide a viable solution to the problem or opportunity to be addressed? 
 Are they proven technologies? 
 Are they technically feasible? 
 Are they consistent with other relevant planning objectives, policies and decisions (for example, 


Official Plan, Provincial Policy Statement, Growth Plans under the Places to Grow Act, 2005)? 
 Are they consistent with provincial government priority initiatives (for example, waste diversion, 


energy efficiency, source water protection, reducing greenhouse gas emissions)? 
 Could they affect any sensitive environmental features (for example, provincially significant 


wetlands, prime agricultural area, endangered species habitat, floodplains, archaeological 
resources, built heritage)? 


 Are they practical, financially realistic and economically viable? 
 Are they within the ability of the proponent to implement? 
 Can they be implemented within the defined study area? 
 Are they appropriate to the proponent doing the study? 
 Are they able to meet the purpose of the Environmental Assessment Act? 


4.4.1 Local Refinements of the Reference Route 


 


The project team, in consultation with affected/interested persons, will highlight specific areas where 


the reference route could be refined if an alternative will result in potentially significant benefits, all 


factors considered.     
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As a result of consultation, the EA will work to seek other local route refinements and evaluate them.  


The evaluation will examine the differences in net effects and costs associated with local alignment 


configurations.  After engagement/consultation with landowners, agencies, municipalities, Indigenous 


communities and groups, and interest groups, the project team may refine the reference alignment.  


Hydro One acknowledges that consideration of local refinements may require additional and timely 


notification of new potentially affected landowners.  The decision-making process will be clearly 


documented and presented to stakeholders for input and comment, and to ensure that issues have 


been addressed.   


When route refinements are being considered, a local study area will be established. Data will be 


collected for environmental features within the study area to identify the preferred route alternative.  


This data is intended to assist in determining the overall effect of the ROW alignment on the natural and 


socio-economic environments to develop appropriate mitigation measures.  These evaluation criteria 


and indicators may be subject to refinement and modification during the EA process based on study 


findings, consultation and provincial policy.  Technical, administrative and cost criteria will also be 


considered in this process.   


Route refinement selection will be evaluated in a comparative manner by different factor groups 


(natural environment, socio-economic environment, technical-administrative-cost); criteria (human and 


natural components of the environment that potentially could be affected by the project); and 


indicators (direct quantitative measures that can be used to represent the measurements of potential 


effects for each criterion). Data sources will be identified for each indicator. For consistency and 


reliability, data sets will be limited to secondary source data readily available to Hydro One, for example, 


in a consistent Geographic Information System (GIS) format for the various options.  Some examples of 


indicators to be used for each criterion include the following:   


 Natural Environment (proximity to known Species At Risk) 
 Socio-economic Criteria (number of properties crossed) 
 Technical, Administrative and Cost Criteria (total route distance and area) 


Other factors will be considered depending on stakeholder and Indigenous community input.  For 


consistency and reliability, data sets will rely on secondary source data readily available to Hydro One, 


supplemented, as appropriate, by primary data collected from interest groups, agencies, utilities, 


members of the public, Ministries, Indigenous communities and field studies. Published secondary 


source data for the evaluation of alternative methods, such as aerial photos and GIS data, will be 


obtained from agencies and municipal Official Plans. The analysis and results of the methodology 


described above will be prepared and documented in the EA and its appendices.  Appendix 2 contains a 


list of criteria and their indicators.  
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4.5 Evaluation of Alternative Methods 
 


The alternatives evaluation will examine the differences in net effects and costs associated with 


alignment configurations. These following general principles will be applied by Hydro One during the EA 


process in the development and evaluation of alternative methods:  


 maximizing paralleling  existing infrastructure corridors; 
 minimizing the affected land area;  
 minimizing negative effects on existing and designated land uses; 
 minimizing negative effects on agricultural lands and operations; 
 minimizing negative effects on natural systems, with particular emphasis on natural features, 


functions and communities (including treed lots and vegetation); 
 minimizing negative effects on built-up areas that provide a cultural, recreational, social and 


economic benefit; 
 minimizing negative effects on businesses, farmers and landowners; and, 
 maximizing opportunities to enhance positive effects on the natural and socio-economic 


environment.  


These principles for evaluating alternative methods are intended to minimize significant environmental 


effects. Modifications to the project design will occur throughout the project planning in conjunction 


with discussions with stakeholders and Indigenous communities and groups.  Evaluation methodologies 


will be fully documented within the EA. 


 


4.6 Technical Overview of the Undertaking 
 


The general location of the Project and certain technical specifications has been determined by the OEB. 
Specifically, on December 20, 2011, the OEB issued an Information Package on the East-West Tie Line to 
Electricity Transmitters that registered to participate in the bid process for the Project. The information 
package provided a definition of the Project for designation purposes, as well as the minimum technical 
requirements for the Project.   


The project will comply with North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC), Northeast Power 


Coordinating Council, Inc., and IESO reliability standards. Climate Change will be taken into account 


during the design of the Project.  The following sections outline the technical portions of the Project.  


4.6.1 Design Considerations 


 


The project will enhance safety and security of electrical supply and design considerations will be 


evaluated consistent with this purpose.  Alternative design considerations involving span length, tower 


height, alignment of access roads, timing of construction and tower design will be evaluated based on 


site-specific environmental and technical considerations and stakeholder input. The criteria and 
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principles defined above will also be used to evaluate design considerations.  Changes to project design 


will be made to accommodate landowner concerns if it is practicable to do so without negatively 


affecting other landowners, environmental features or significantly negatively affecting overall project 


costs.  Hydro One will document landowner issues, how these decisions were made, and the results. 


Alternative design considerations available to mitigate potential effects include: 


 span length between the towers to avoid environmental features (such as ANSIs, ESAs, hazard 
lands, or crossing water bodies), where required; 


 tower height to avoid environmental features, where required;  
 access road specifics, including alignment, location, and removal or possible retention after 


construction is complete, if required;   
 site-specific vegetation management regimes; 
 construction timing (seasonal) and staging along the ROW to minimize potential effects on the 


natural environment and farming operations; and, 
 tower siting and placement for specific applications to minimize aesthetic effects on the local 


public and the traveling public or disturbances to farming operations.  


4.6.2 Transmission Line 


 


The transmission line will be designed to be an overhead 230 kV Alternating Current (AC) double-circuit 


transmission line. The transmission line will consist of transmission structures, insulators, conductors, 


overhead shield wires (OHSW), optical ground wire (OPGW) and grounding. 


Where the proposed route is adjacent to the existing East-West Tie Transmission Line the ROW will 


typically be up to 37 metres (m) wide. A ROW, typically up to 46 m wide, will be cleared of vegetation to 


accommodate the transmission line around the communities of Dorion and Loon Lake between Nipigon 


and Lakehead. For the section of line through PNP, the corridor will not be widened and as such no 


vegetation removals are required outside the existing ROW. The ROW width for the line has been 


determined primarily through consideration of the design of the structures to be constructed, the span 


between structures, the sag of the conductor, and ability to utilize areas within the existing EWT 


corridor during construction. During construction, the requirement for additional permanent ROW 


easements may be identified to accommodate tower assembly and erection; and conductor stringing 


and tensioning, angles in the route, or long spans. 


4.6.3 Transmission Line Structures 


 


Three (3) different transmission structure types will be used, depending on the line location, which may 
include guyed towers and self‐supporting structures.  Figure 4 shows the different types of proposed 
structures. 
 
The actual number of structures and type of foundation will depend on span distances between the 
structures, as determined by topographic, meteorological, technical environmental and socio-economic 
constraints.  This will be confirmed in the detail design stage for the Project.  
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Figure 4 – Proposed typical structure types and heights. 


4.6.4 Access Roads 


 


Temporary access roads will be required for the construction of the Project in some areas. Construction 


requires temporary access to the ROW for clearing and site preparation, construction of the dead-end 


structures, for cleanup and site restoration. It is the intention to upgrade and utilize, where possible, the 


existing access roads that were used to build the existing East-West Tie line, built in the 1960’s. Also, 


where scheduling permits, it is the intention to use winter roads as a means of access. 


All-terrain vehicles will be used to carry out ground based inspections and right of way maintenance. 


Maintenance of the transmission line and any emergency repairs will be carried out using helicopters for 


both access and the delivery of materials and equipment.  


4.6.5 Storage, Laydown and Fly Yards 


 


Storage, laydown and fly yards will be required to receive and distribute materials and equipment 


needed for construction of the transmission line. The EA will assess sites for potential usage as yards and 


it is expected that these yards will be established in strategic locations near the Project and 


communities. Materials, equipment and supplies from the storage yards will be transported by truck to 


laydown yards or to structure locations within the ROW, as required. The contractor may choose to 


transport materials by helicopter to structure locations not accessible by ground vehicle, and more 


specifically to those tower locations within PNP. Permits and/or authorizations for the storage and fly 
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yards will be obtained prior to their use, where applicable. Further details on number and size of yards 


will be determined later in the EA process.  


4.6.6 Construction Offices 


 


The contractor will establish temporary construction offices and communications. The exact locations 


and number of offices will be determined by Hydro One’s contractor. Typically, these facilities are leased 


or rented and may be located in the City of Thunder Bay, Township of Nipigon, Town of Marathon 


and/or Municipality of Wawa or near laydown yards, storage yards, or other temporary facilities. The 


construction offices will be decommissioned and/or returned to existing uses following completion of 


construction activities. 


4.6.7 Temporary Construction Easements 


 


Temporary construction easements are anticipated to be required at select locations along the corridor 
such as at dead-end structures to provide adequate space for equipment and materials to enable 
conductor pulling/tensioning. Once construction has been completed, all temporary construction 
easement areas will be decommissioned and restored as required.  


 


4.7 Project Phases 
 


The project includes the planning, design, construction, and operation and maintenance of the above 
project components. Project activities include: 


 site preparation, including clearing of vegetation for construction access along the ROW; 


 construction of new access roads and upgrades to existing roads; 


 transportation and delivery of construction equipment and materials along the ROW; 


 construction of tower foundations, tower structure assembly and erection, and conductor 


stringing and tensioning; 


 tower replacement within Pukaskwa National Park; 


 tie-in to existing transformer stations (Lakehead, Marathon and Wawa); 


 construction demobilization and restoration; and, 


 operation and maintenance of the new and modified power transmission line. 


4.7.1 Construction 


 


The construction and commissioning of the Project is expected to occur over an approximately 30-
month period, after acquiring all the necessary approvals, permits and clearances to construct. 
Construction activities will continue year-round, with some construction activities being staged and 
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implemented to avoid or minimize potential effects on environmentally sensitive areas or life cycle 
periods of wildlife, such as avoiding clearing of vegetation during the migratory bird nesting season. The 
detailed construction staging and sequencing of the Project will be determined by Hydro One in 
discussion with its construction contractor. Construction activities will typically occur during the working 
hours of 07:00 to 19:00 from Monday to Friday. However, regularly scheduled night-time work and/or 
weekend work may be required to address schedule delays caused by weather or other unexpected 
conditions. Project commissioning and start-up is expected to occur shortly after construction and 
testing is completed. The main construction activities that have the potential to affect the natural 
environmental and socio-economic features include the following, in sequential order: 


 surveying, staking and geotechnical investigations; 


 clearing and grubbing of vegetation; 


 construction of supportive infrastructure (e.g., access roads, watercourse crossings, laydown 


yards, and construction camps); 


 material delivery/distribution to sites; 


 foundation installation for transmission structures; 


 assembly and erection of transmission structures; 


 conductor installation (pull, sag and clip); 


 clean-up and restoration; and, 


 testing and commissioning. 


4.7.2 Operation 


 


Activities such as vegetation maintenance and transmission line assessments would be regularly 


performed on the transmission line.  Vegetation management activities are performed to manage and 


mitigate safety and reliability risks due to vegetation growing both on and off the ROW. 


The operating services to be conducted include: 


 structure climbing and helicopter inspections; 


 line hardware and insulator thermography; 


 ROW inspections; 


 visual ground patrol; 


 Vegetation management; and, 


 Repairs and maintenance. 


4.7.3 Decommissioning 


 


The Project will be operated for an indeterminate time period and retirement (or decommissioning) is 


not anticipated. Should decommissioning activities eventually be considered for some or all Project 


components, decommissioning will be planned and conducted in accordance with the relevant 


standards and regulatory requirements in effect at that time. 
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5. Consultation 
 


Effective consultation for both the ToR and EA is a vital part of the Project lifecycle.  Interested parties 


can raise concerns about the project during the ToR and EA process so that Project planning can resolve 


issues before they arise.  Consultation can result in mitigation of impacts to individuals and 


communities, fewer conflicts and delays and helps to improve transparency around the ToR, EA and 


Project planning process.   


The objectives of the consultation plans are to: 


 consult with all potentially affected and interested stakeholders; 


 provide sufficient information in a user-friendly format; 


 provide opportunities for input before decisions are made; 


 provide appropriate, flexible and convenient opportunities for consultation that meet the needs 


of stakeholders; 


 be responsive by listening to comments, giving them careful consideration, making changes to 


Project proposals where appropriate and providing a rationale where no change is made; 


 document the consultation program as well as the issues raised by stakeholders and provide 


written responses to key issues; and, 


 evaluate the effectiveness of the program on an ongoing basis and make changes for 


improvement. 


Meaningful consultation lasts the life of the Project. Figure 5 identifies the key decision-points in the 


project and the proposed consultation activities for each.   The timelines in the figure are required 


to meet the project need date. Specific consultation activities are described below. 
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Figure 5 – Key decision points during the EA process 
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5.1 Principles and Approach 
 


Consistent with the MOECC Code of Practice and best practices in public consultation and engagement, 


a number of key principles underpin the approach, for this project, including: 


 early, ongoing, clear, timely and respectful communication and dialogue with all stakeholders; 


 a ‘no surprises’ for elected officials by providing advance copies of information being circulated 


in the public domain; 


 provision of multiple and ongoing opportunities for all affected and interested parties to 


communicate with members of the project team and to provide input in a way that meets their 


needs; 


 open, transparent, and flexible planning and decision-making processes; and, 


 thorough documentation of input received during the consultation process and follow-up with 


all participants on how their input was incorporated into project plans, or an explanation of why 


it could not be incorporated. 


The Lake Superior Link team will approach communication and consultation with: 


 a focus on building local relationships by communicating with the residents and officials, media 


and interest groups in the immediate project area and identifying opportunities for face-to-face 


meetings; 


 a commitment to ongoing conversations with communities along the route, including 


Indigenous communities, about what tangible benefits we can bring to the region; and, 


 dedicated property agents to communicate personally with property owners adjacent to the 


proposed corridor (two agents for the permanent rights and one for temporary rights). 


 


5.2 Stakeholder Identification 
 


There are a wide range of project interests and stakeholders. Interactions with stakeholders will be 


compiled and consultation commitments will be tracked.  The following stakeholders will be consulted 


with in regard to both reference and alternative routes: 


 owners and occupants (tenants) of property within the proposed transmission corridor; 


 residents within the area of the transmission line route; 


 non-government organizations and groups with an interest in the project; 


 agencies with an interest in the project including the Government Review Team; 


 municipalities affected by the project; 


 Indigenous communities as identified  by the Crown via the Ontario Ministry of Energy; and, 


 interested members of the public. 
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Early in the Project planning stage a Government Review Team Master Distribution List was obtained 
from the MOECC. This list is used to ensure that the distribution of Project materials is directed to the 
appropriate Federal, Provincial and Municipal agencies.  
 
Stakeholders, interest groups and members of the public have been identified in various ways.  
Geographical Information System data was used to identify directly and potentially impacted property 
owners. A third party realty team was used to gather names, addresses and contact information through 
publicly available sources. Stakeholders and interest groups were identified through research and 
previously completed publicly available environmental assessment information.  
 
In delegating procedural aspects of consultation, the Ministry of Energy has identified fourteen First 
Nations and four Métis Groups as having a potential interest in the Project. 
 
A comprehensive contact list is being maintained from the outset of the Project. The list is updated 
regularly as contacts change and new contacts are identified through consultation activities. 
It is important to keep people up-to-date about what is happening on the project and inviting input from 
stakeholders.  The following on-going consultation activities are planned for the project:  
 


 Website – A dedicated project website will continue to be updated throughout the EA process 


and will offer visitors access to project information and the opportunity to comment on the 


proposal.  The purpose of the website is to provide a widely accessible venue for a large number 


of stakeholders to obtain and download a wide range of information in a timely manner 


throughout the life of the project.  However, internet access is not universally available and 


thus, alternative options for obtaining information will be available.  The website can be found 


at https://www.hydroone.com/lakesuperiorlink.  An email address 


community.relations@hydroone.com is available on the website for comments and questions to 


be submitted to the project team; 


 Hotline – The project hotline, 1-877-345-6799, will provide 24 hour voicemail access throughout 


the life of the project.  This will give stakeholders another opportunity to leave comments or 


request information regarding the project; 


 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) – A list of FAQs has been posted to the project web site and 


will be updated periodically to reflect new issues and concerns; 


 Media – Media will be provided with project information, including a letter, contact card, 


newsletter, FAQs and technical briefings if needed; and, 


 Documents distributed and posted in public places – Draft and final ToR and EA documents will 


be distributed to agencies, key interest groups, and municipal officials and staff of communities 


along the project route.  Hydro One will make documents available locally for review by 


members of the public.  Documents will also be available for download from the project website 


for those with internet access.  


 



https://www.hydroone.com/lakesuperiorlink

mailto:community.relations@hydroone.com
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5.3 Duty to Consult with Indigenous Peoples 
 


It is the responsibility of the Crown to determine whether a Duty to Consult has been triggered and, if 
so, the appropriate depth of consultation to be undertaken.  If the Crown has determined that 
consultation is required with respect to the Project, then the Crown will:   


 Advise Hydro One in a timely manner of the Indigenous communities to be consulted and the 


depth of necessary consultation with respect to each community; and, 


 Notify the identified Indigenous communities that it has delegated procedural aspects of 


consultation on the Project to Hydro One; and Undertake any preliminary and ongoing 


assessment of the depth of consultation required for each identified community. 


The courts have established that the constitutional duty to consult rests with the Crown.  However, 


government can delegate some of the procedural aspects of the duty to consult upon project 


proponents. Also, government may coordinate consultation activities of agencies and proponents. 


Project proponents are obliged under the EA Act to consult with all interested parties.  In addition, the 


public consultation process is also open to the Indigenous communities and groups. On March 2, 2018, 


Hydro One was delegated procedural aspects of consultation with First Nation and Métis communities in 


the project area on behalf of the Crown via written letter from the Ministry of Energy.   


Hydro One is committed to working closely with the Crown to ensure that the duty to consult 


Indigenous communities and groups is fulfilled.  Hydro One will develop an engagement and 


consultation plan for executing its responsibilities during the course of the Environmental Assessment 


and other processes undertaken by the Crown. Hydro One will work directly with Indigenous leadership 


to disseminate clear and concise information to their communities. 


 


5.4 Consultation Plan for the ToR 
 


Hydro One has a detailed consultation plan for the ToR.  It involves keeping all potentially interested 


stakeholders informed of the project and soliciting their input at key points. The following describes the 


public and Indigenous consultation activities undertaken or to be undertaken in relation to the 


preparation of the ToR. 


5.4.1 Agency and Public Consultation 


 


Community Information Centres (CICs) were held in March 2018 in nine communities to introduce the 


project and to let people know that Hydro One was applying for OEB Section 92 approval to build the 


transmission line between Lakehead TS and Wawa TS. 
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Hydro One published the Notice of Commencement of ToR and invitation to Community Information 


Centres in French and English the week of May 28 and June 4, 2018 in the Thunder Bay Source, Nipigon 


Red Rock Gazette, Terrace Bay Schreiber News, Marathon Mercury, Wawa Algoma News Review, 


mywawa.ca and the Thunder Bay Chronicle.  


A community flyer, double-sided in French and English, was delivered to 39,000 subscribers and non- 


subscribers of the Thunder Bay Chronicle. Over 5,000 households in communities east of Thunder Bay to 


Wawa received the flyer via Canada Post unaddressed Ad mail. 


Radio advertisements publicizing the project and CICs will be running the week of June 4 and June 11 on 


the following radio stations CFNO (Marathon, also covering Red Rock and Nipigon); CJSD, CKPR, CKTG 


and CJUK (Thunder Bay, also covering Schreiber and Dorion); and WJWA (Wawa, covering White River 


and Wawa). 


Government Review members and stakeholders have been sent the NoC and the draft ToR. Property 


owners were sent letters to notify them of the NoC, the CIC and the draft ToR.  


There will be a series of nine CICs held the week of June 11, 2018. The sessions are as follows: 


 
Monday June 11, 2018 
Thunder Bay 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room 
Nipigon  
5 p.m. -7:30 p.m. 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 32 
 
Tuesday June 12, 2018 
Red Rock 
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.  
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226 
Dorion 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  
Dorion Community Centre 
Terrace Bay 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre 
 
Wednesday June 13, 2018 
Schreiber 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
Marathon 
2 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
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Thursday June 14, 2018 
White River 
5p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
White River Community Centre 
Wawa 
5p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Royal Canadian Legion  
Branch 429 
 


The draft ToR will be available for review and comment at the CICs, at the local Municipal offices and on 


the Hydro One website from June 11 to July 10, 2018. Once comments have been incorporated, the 


proposed ToR will be submitted to the MOECC and made available for review in the summer of 2018. 


Meetings have been held with as MNRF and Parks Canada.  Future meetings have also been set-up.  


Government Agencies that were identified as being potentially interested in the project were phoned on 


June 8, 2018 and asked if they would like to discuss the Project and notified that the Draft ToR was being 


released for comments on June 11.  This will be followed up on June 11 by an e-mail to the stakeholder 


list with a link to the draft ToR on the Hydro One Projects webpage. 


5.4.2 Indigenous Communities and Groups  


 


Hydro One acknowledges the importance of conducting consultation through a process that is in 


alignment with community values, culture and protocols and is prepared to work with Indigenous 


communities and organizations to make necessary revisions to this Plan to ensure that it is respectful of 


community consultation protocols.  Hydro One commits to ensuring that all regional and community 


protocols will be respected. 


Hydro One recognizes the importance of engaging the Indigenous communities and groups regarding 


the Project..  In delegating procedural aspects of consultation, the Ministry of Energy has identified 


fourteen First Nations and four Métis Groups as having a potential interest in the project:  


 Animbiigoo Zaagi’igan Anishnaabek First Nation ;  


 Biinjitiwaabik Zaaging Anishinaabek First Nation; 


 Biigtigong Nishnaabeg; 


 Bingwi Neyaashi Anishinaabek 


 Pic Mobert First Nation; 


 Fort William First Nation; 


 Ginoogaming First Nation; 


 Long Lake #58 First Nation; 


 Michipicoten First Nation; 


 Missanabie Cree First Nation; 


 Ojibways of Batchewana; 


 Ojibways of Garden River; 
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 Pays Plat First Nation; 


 Red Rock Indian Band (Lake Helen); 


 MNO (Métis Nation of Ontario) Greenstone Métis Council; 


 Red Sky Métis Independent Nation; 


 MNO Superior North Shore Métis Council; and, 


 MNO Thunder Bay Métis Council. 


Hydro One acknowledges that there may be additional Indigenous communities, not included in the 


preceding list that may come forward with information on the potential effects of the Project upon their 


section 35 rights. Hydro One will advise the Crown and seek a determination as to whether the Duty to 


Consult has been triggered and if so, the depth of required consultation. 


All eighteen Indigenous Communities that were in the delegation letter from the Ministry of Energy 


were sent the NoC.  Follow-up phone calls were made offering to meet and discuss the project.  


The administration offices of all eighteen Indigenous Communities will receive a hard copy of the draft 


ToR for their review and comment between June 11 and July 10, 2018.   Hydro One will contact each 


office to arrange to meet and discuss the ToR. CICs are being scheduled in Indigenous Communities to 


provide community members with Project details, inform them of the ToR and provide an opportunity 


for comment. Current CIC schedule includes: 


Wednesday June 13, 2018 
Biinjitiwaabik Zaaging Anishinaabek First Nation 
1p.m. -5 p.m. 
 
Red Rock Indian Band 
5p.m. - 8 p.m. 


5.4.3 Consultation Record  


 


Hydro One will maintain a comprehensive consultation record and track issues to document all 


stakeholder, public, agency and Indigenous engagement activities material to the ToR.  The records will 


be used to: 


 document concerns and follow-up actions and responses; 


 maintain a current record of staff and community representatives; and, 


 maintain a record of all communications (including phone calls and e-mails) and information 


provided to interested parties as well as consultation events/activities with each community. 


The consultation log will be updated to reflect each communication and activity.  A copy of the 


aggregate consultation record will be provided to regulators as required by the regulator and each 


Indigenous community will be provided with a copy of the consultation record pertaining to that 


community concurrent with the submission to regulators. The consultation database will include the 


following information relating to each engagement and consultation event or activity: 
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 date on which the communication, event or activity occurred; 


 method of communication: e.g. letter, e-mail, phone call, face-to-face; 


 identification of  initiator and recipient of communication or in the case of a meeting, organizer 


and participants attending at the meeting; 


 copy of or link to communication in the case of written communication as well as copy of/or link 


to any other relevant documentation provided or generated as part of the communication, 


including all regulatory information provided, notices for community meetings, draft versions of 


all materials prepared for EA, summary of any resources and/or funding offered, 


requested/provided to the Indigenous community by Hydro One;  


 summary of communication or in the case of a meeting, meeting notes; and, 


 identification of issues raised or discussed and any follow-up action or undertaking. 


 


5.5  Consultation Plan for the EA 
 


The Consultation Plan for the EA will apply the same consultation principles as used in the ToR and will 


take into account feedback from Indigenous communities, stakeholders, and the public 


5.5.1 Public Consultation 


 


The following outlines the specific consultation activities that are planned for the EA: 


 Notice of Commencement of the EA – The Notice will announce the initiation of the EA. The 
Notice of Commencement will be published in local newspapers and include a brief explanation 
of the project, key contact information.  This activity is a mandatory requirement of the ToR and 
EA process.   


 Community flyers – Community flyers will continue to be produced at key decision points to 
keep stakeholders up to date on the progress of the EA and to invite them to consultation 
opportunities.  Community flyers will be made available on the project website and will be 
mailed to directly affected property owners within the project routing area and others on the 
contact list.  Community flyers will be produced and distributed via newspaper insert and 
unaddressed ad mail.   


 Issues Workshops – Workshops provide an opportunity for interested members of the public to 
assist in the EA process.  Workshops may be held as appropriate with property owners to 
confirm and develop design alternatives, apply evaluation criteria and establish the relative 
importance of criteria.  If specific issues are identified during the EA process, workshops may be 
utilized to address the issues.   


 Community Information Centres (CICs) – The purpose of the CICs will be to provide an 
opportunity for face-to-face discussion among municipal officials, affected property owners, 
interested individuals, interest groups and the project team.  A series of CICs will be held in the 
fall of 2018 in the same communities as for the ToR.  These CICs will be widely advertised with 
similar methods used for the ToR.  Comment forms will be distributed at the CICs to acquire 
responses to specific questions and to allow an opportunity for participants to provide further 
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comments on the proposal.  CIC panels and any handouts available at the CICs will also be 
posted on the project web site for review by those unable to attend the CICs. This series of CICs 
will allow members of the public to provide input on the proposed project, design (towers 
design and location, access road location and construction), mitigation and effect management, 
as well as review draft EA documents.  


 Meetings with property owners – Property agents and EA team members will meet with 
directly affected property owners where environmental effects have been identified to provide 
updated information on the project, identify issues and discuss the property acquisition process.  
This will provide another opportunity for affected property owners to meet face-to-face with 
project staff and identify any outstanding issues and concerns.  Property owners will also be 
notified directly of upcoming CICs and that the draft EA document is available for review 
through a mailing.  The mailings will include a project newsletter informing affected landowners 
of dates and locations of scheduled CICs and where and when they can review the draft EA and 
EA. 


 Interest group meetings –Key interest groups may request meetings with the project team 
during the EA process and Hydro One will discuss the project and take into account the feedback 
from these meetings.  Key interest groups will also be provided with a copy of the draft EA and 
EA for review.   


 Presentations to Councils and municipal organizations – Upon request, members of the Hydro 
One project team will appear before local Councils and municipal organizations to share project 
information, seek feedback on what tangible benefits mean to each community, and continue in 
a meaningful dialogue with each municipality.  


 Public Notice of Submission of EA to MOECC – Hydro One will notify affected property owners 


and others on the mailing list by mail that the EA document has been submitted to the Minister 


of the Environment and Climate Change for approval.  The Notice will be published in local 


newspapers along the route.  The Notice will also indicate that a government and public review 


has been initiated, the length of the minimum review period, and the date that comments are to 


be submitted to the MOECC Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch (EAPB) contact. 


5.5.2 Indigenous Communities and Groups Consultation 


 
The Consultation Plan is intended to enable Hydro One to carry out its responsibility as described under 


section 4.1(a) of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed with the Provincial Crown (Ministry of 


Energy) on the legal duty to consult.  In addition, the Consultation Plan is also intended to satisfy any 


consultation requirements which may be imposed on a proponent through the  operation of legislation 


or policy, including those contained in the provincial Environmental Assessment Act, the applicable 


Policies and Codes of Practice issued by the Ministry of the Environment and Hydro One’s Indigenous 


Relations Policy. Hydro One will advise the relevant Crown representatives/agencies of the results of the 


ongoing engagement with the Indigenous communities and groups and will work cooperatively with all 


involved to reach appropriate solutions.     


The Consultation Plan will also provide a process to facilitate constructive Project-related consultation 


dialogue between Hydro One and potentially affected Indigenous communities. Such a process will 


assist in the identification of potential adverse effects of the Project upon the asserted and established 
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Indigenous and treaty rights (hereinafter ‘section 35 rights’) of Indigenous communities as identified 


from the Crown and enable Hydro One to work together with those communities to develop avoidance 


and mitigation measures to address the potential adverse effects.  The Consultation Plan will be aligned 


with the environmental assessment process in order to ensure meaningful opportunities for review and 


comment by the Indigenous communities throughout the development and construction of the Project.      


Hydro One acknowledges the importance of conducting consultation through a process that is in 


alignment with community values, culture and protocols and is prepared to work with Indigenous 


communities and organizations to make necessary revisions to this Plan to ensure that it is respectful of 


community consultation protocols.  Hydro One commits to ensuring that all regional and community 


protocols will be respected. 


Consultation undertaken by Hydro One pursuant to this Plan will be guided by the following principles: 


 Ensuring that the consultation process is culturally appropriate and developed and implemented 


in collaboration with the Indigenous communities; 


 Ensuring that potentially affected Indigenous communities  are provided with relevant, 


understandable and accessible Project-related information in a timely and culturally appropriate 


manner; 


 Ensuring that potentially affected Indigenous communities have sufficient opportunity to 


identify and formulate and express their views on the potential adverse impacts of the Project 


upon their section 35 rights; and 


 Ensuring that Hydro One takes every reasonable step to avoid or mitigate/accommodate, as 


appropriate, the adverse effects of the Project upon section 35 rights. 


Hydro One’s process for Indigenous communities and groups is designed to provide information on the 


project to the Indigenous communities and groups in a timely manner.  Hydro One will respond to and 


address issues, concerns or questions raised by the Indigenous communities and groups in a clear and 


transparent manner throughout the completion of the regulatory approval processes (e.g., the EA 


process).  The process with Indigenous communities and groups will address the following objectives: 


 to provide opportunities for information sharing between Hydro One and potentially affected 


Indigenous communities as identified by the Crown, including information about the Project and 


associated review and regulatory processes; 


 to identify the potential adverse impacts of the Project (including social, environmental, 


economic, health and culture) upon section 35 rights;   


 to work with potentially affected Indigenous communities as identified by the Crown to identify 


measures to mitigate or avoid those potential adverse effects; 


 provide project-related information which is comprehensive and accessible to assist Indigenous 


communities and groups to effectively identify their concerns, and any possible effects of the 


project on their existing or asserted treaty or Aboriginal rights; 


 advise of the various provincial approvals that may be required;  
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 seek information from the Indigenous communities and groups that may be applicable to the 


study area, including information on Aboriginal interests and treaty rights including 


archaeological sites, and sacred sites and burial grounds;  


 seek input from Indigenous communities and groups on environmental studies to be conducted 


by Hydro One in the course of the project;  


 offer information centers or meetings with Indigenous communities and groups to provide 


project-related information and to address any concerns, issues or questions about the project; 


 provide information, where requested, on the OEB regulatory process and the EA process 


regarding the project;  


 address all issues and concerns raised by Indigenous communities and groups and to how the 


project may affect these interests; 


 consider any potentially affected interests, and clearly communicate the results;  


 address issues in relation to project land usage within First Nation Reserves; 


 incorporate traditional knowledge and use; 


 focus consultation on areas not already assessed and verifying publicly available information; 


and, 


 Hydro One will also work with Indigenous communities along the route to explore benefits and 


opportunities including, but not limited to, capacity building to participate in the engagement 


process, procurement and sub-contracting opportunities, job training, employment and equity 


participation; and, 


 record all forms of engagement with Indigenous communities and groups, including the creation 


of a list of concerns and issues raised regarding the project and Hydro One’s responses. 


In order to achieve the consultation objectives, Hydro One will:  


 provide Indigenous communities with timely notice of the Project so that they can consider 


possible impacts on their section 35 rights;   


 provide Indigenous communities with information about the Project and the applicable 


regulatory and approval processes on an ongoing basis; 


 meet with and take into consideration any communications from Indigenous communities in 


order to identify any concerns that the communities may have regarding the potential adverse 


impacts of the Project upon section 35 rights;  


 where appropriate, discuss with an Indigenous community measures to address potential 


adverse impacts of the Project upon its section 35 rights; 


 maintain a timely, open and transparent dialogue with potentially affected Indigenous 


communities through phone calls, face to face meetings, e-mails, correspondence and other 


means as appropriate to ensure understanding at each step in the Project’s progress; 


 offer Indigenous communities assistance, including capacity assistance, where appropriate for 


the purpose of participating in consultation on the Project; 


 provide support for community liaisons; and, 
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 document and respond to the issues and concerns which have been expressed by Indigenous 


communities to Hydro One during the EA and other regulatory processes. 


5.5.3  Agency Consultation Plan  


 


The purpose of the agency consultation is to: 


 identify concerns and opportunities and collect information related to the project;  


 identify issues related to the project, and where appropriate, proposed mitigation; 


 identify provincial and federal agency jurisdiction; 


 facilitate the development of a list of all required approvals, licenses or permits;  


 identify relevant guidelines, policies and standards; and, 


 list all the commitments/obligations and responsibilities of the proponent. 


Following the Notice of Commencement of the EA, an agency consultation package will be sent to all 


agency stakeholders from the federal, provincial and municipal governments and conservation 


authorities soliciting their input and feedback on the Project.  The consultation package will include a 


letter describing the project, a map of the project area and a feedback form for completion.   


Follow-up communications will occur with those agencies that request further meetings/involvement to 


discuss their input. Hydro One will be available to meet with agencies regularly to discuss issues that 


arise and provide progress reports as requested.  The feedback forms will capture general comments, 


while the meetings, if necessary, would allow probing of specific issues in greater detail.  Agencies will 


also be notified when the draft EA is available for review.  


Other consultation activities are as follows: 


 Newsletter – Newsletters will be made available on the project web site and will be e-mailed to 


all agency stakeholders; 


 Issues Workshops – Workshops may be held as appropriate with agencies, interest groups and 


municipal staff to confirm and develop design alternatives, apply evaluation criteria and 


establish the relative importance of criteria.  If specific issues are identified during the EA 


process, workshops may be utilized to address the issues;  


 Review Draft EA and EA- Agencies and the Government Review Team will be given copies of the 


Draft and EA for review; and, 


 Notice of Submission of EA to MOECC – Hydro One will notify agencies by e-mail that it has 


submitted the EA to the Minister of Environment and Energy for approval.   


Aside from the arranged meetings/interviews, agency consultations will also dovetail with CIC events as 


avenues for further input to the process.  Engagement with the various stakeholders is expected to be 


ongoing throughout the EA and into the project implementation process.  All agency submissions and 


meetings will be documented and included in the Record of Consultation. 
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5.5.4 Consultation Record 


 


Hydro One will maintain a comprehensive consultation record and track issues to document all 


stakeholder, public, agency and Indigenous engagement activities.  The records will be used to: 


 document concerns and follow-up actions and responses; 


 document and track mitigation measures developed by the Proponent to prevent, mitigate or 


otherwise address potential effects of the Project upon s. 35 rights; 


 maintain a current record of staff and community representatives; and, 


 maintain a record of all communications (including phone calls and e-mails) and information 


provided to interested parties as well as consultation events/activities with each community. 


The consultation log will be updated to reflect each communication and activity.  A copy of the 


aggregate consultation record will be provided to regulators as required by the regulator and each 


Indigenous community will be provided with a copy of the consultation record pertaining to that 


community concurrent with the submission to regulators. The consultation database will include the 


following information relating to each engagement and consultation event or activity: 


 date on which the communication, event or activity occurred; 


 method of communication: e.g. letter, e-mail, phone call, face-to-face; 


 identification of  initiator and recipient of communication or in the case of a meeting, organizer 


and participants attending at the meeting; 


 copy of or link to communication in the case of written communication as well as copy of/or link 


to any other relevant documentation provided or generated as part of the communication, 


including all regulatory information provided, notices for community meetings, draft versions of 


all materials prepared for EA, summary of any resources and/or funding offered, 


requested/provided to the Indigenous community by Hydro One;  


 summary of communication or in the case of a meeting, meeting notes; and, 


 identification of issues raised or discussed and any follow-up action or undertaking. 


The Record of Consultation for the ToR will be submitted under separate cover. 


 


5.6 Documentation and Issues Resolution Strategy 
 


Consultation/engagement with the various stakeholders and Indigenous communities and groups is 


expected to be on-going throughout the EA and into the project implementation phase. All comments 


and input received throughout the EA from the public and review agencies will be documented in a 


summary table and included in the EA document as part of the Record of Consultation.  The summary 


table will provide a response to each issue. Where resolution of issues has not been possible, this will be 


noted along with a record of all attempts to resolve the issue.  Hydro One will develop an issues 
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resolution strategy for the EA.  The EA will also include a consultation summary and a detailed record of 


comments received, and their resolutions, as well as materials and documentation distributed to 


stakeholders. 
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6. Existing Environmental Conditions in the Study Area 
 


It should be noted that another proponent has completed studies along the reference route alternative 


and much of the reference route.  Where there is an overlap of the study areas, Hydro One is generally 


not duplicating these studies, but using the information available publicly through an EA document 


already funded by the ratepayers of Ontario. 


The biophysical and socio-economic baseline of the reference route and the alternative route have been 


assessed and described in other Environmental Studies performed by others. Environmental information 


has been gathered for all the aspects of the existing environment during the preparation of those 


studies that have been reviewed by the government agencies.  


Hydro One performed a gap analysis of the existing environmental study information to identify the 


need of verification or collection of data to complete the environmental description and include the 


area of the reference route through Pukaskwa National Park and the Park approaches as well as the 


corridor section near Dorion, west of Nipigon through Lakehead TS. 


Hydro One is conducting field surveys to characterize the biophysical environment in the areas identified 


in the gap analysis as mentioned in the above paragraph, in compliance with the requirements of the 


MOECC, Parks Canada, MNRF and other government agencies to complete the Individual EA Study. 


This section describes the existing natural and socio-economic environments existing in the project 


study area.  A list of preliminary assessment criteria and indicators can be found in Appendix 2. 


 


6.1 Natural Environment 
 


The following sections document the natural environment present in the proposed project study area.  


The specific study area sizes will be determined through the EA process.   


6.1.1 Geology, Soils and Physical Environment 


 


The Ontario Shield is part of the broader Boreal Shield and is the largest ecozone of the province at 61% 


of the landmass.  This is named after the intersection of the boreal forest and the Canadian Shield and is 


typified by the exposed Precambrian granite bedrock which is routinely exposed.  Glaciers have regularly 


shaped the landscape over the eons and have created the rolling hills, wetlands and lakes of the region. 


These processes and physical geography influence the formation of soils, and subsequently, vegetation 


and animal assemblages (Ontario Biodiversity Council 2010). 


The EA will provide a description of the geological characteristics including tectonics, structural features 


and stratigraphic units and the effects of glaciation on Northern Ontario physiography based on Ontario 
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Geological Survey information, as well as mapping and descriptions of the Lake Superior Link project.  


Regional soils and physical geology of the project study area will be assessed using existing knowledge 


bases and mapping resources. 


The description will not include field work for visual identification or characterization of geological 


formations or structures, terrain or soil characteristics. 


6.1.2 Groundwater and Surface Water 


 


The Lake Superior Link project is situated solely in the Lake Superior Watershed and all surface water 


which includes several hundred streams and rivers and groundwater resources in the project study area 


flow toward Lake Superior (Environment and Climate Change Canada 2017).  The EA document will 


assess and identify the watershed classifications of these water resources. 


The description will not include field work for flows or water quality characterization of streams or water 


bodies.  Should fisheries surveys of watercourses designated as potential temporary crossings be 


required, hydrologic, surficial sediment type, and surface water parameters will be measured and 


recorded on-site. The hydrologic data will be provided in the post-EA applications for watercourse 


crossing permits.  


The EA will also provide a description of groundwater resources including groundwater levels, yields and 


quality based on MOECC water well records and Permit to Take Water published information. A 


questionnaire will be provided which requests information on the location of any wells near the 


construction areas.  Consultation will include information on construction activities which will take place 


on each individual property.  This site-specific information will be used to augment the information 


provided by MOECC in their wells database. 


Wellhead protection areas, intake protection zones, highly vulnerable aquifers and significant 


groundwater recharge areas, source water protection documentation and relevant policies will be 


reviewed. 


The description will not include field work for characterization of groundwater quality, or measurements 
of water levels or drawdown of water wells.  


6.1.3 Environmentally Significant Areas 


 


Provincially Significant Wetlands (PSWs), Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSIs), Regional 


Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs) may be crossed by the proposed transmission corridor.  As the 


names suggest, these areas provide sensitive and significant ecological functions for both wildlife and 


humans alike.   


The reference route currently runs through an existing transmission corridor within Pukaskwa National 


Park.   The Lake Superior Link project also crosses several other Provincial Parks and ANSIs.  Figure 6 and 
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Figure 7 outline the route and its interaction with ESAs.  The reference route intersects through or near 


the following Provincial Parks, Nature Reserves, regulated waterways, and recreational areas: 


 Black Sturgeon River  


 Ruby Lake Provincial Park 


 Pukaskwa River Provincial Park 


 Kama Hills Provincial Park 


 Gravel River Provincial Park 


 Nimoosh Provincial Park 


 White Lake Provincial Park 


 Neys Provincial Park 


 Prairie River Mouth Provincial Park 


 Craig's Pit Nature Reserve 


 Rainbow Falls Provincial Park 


 Ouimet Canyon Provincial Park 


 Red Sucker Point Provincial Park 


 Cavern Lake Provincial Park 


 White Lake Provincial Park 


The study area also intersects or is situated nearby the following ANSIs 


 Jimmy Kash River Candidate ANSI 


 Kama Hill ANSI 


 Makwa River Candidate ANSI  


 


Figure 6 – Dotted Reference Route line intersecting Provincial Parks and ANSIs (light green) 
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Figure 7 – Reference Route (dotted pink line) and Reference Route Alternative (solid red line) traversing provincial parks 
(light green polygons). 


6.1.4 Wildlife and Habitat 


 


Lands within the study area provide agricultural, woodland, wetland and riparian habitat for wildlife.  


Birds, mammals, insects, reptiles and amphibians inhabit these ecosystems along the Lake Superior 


coastline within the Ontario Shield Ecozone.  Preliminary desktop studies to assess current levels of 


knowledge will be conducted for wildlife and wildlife habitat to better understand species incidences.  


A terrestrial wildlife field program will be undertaken with the purpose of characterizing species 
diversity and composition throughout the Study Area as well as identifying and quantifying terrestrial 
wildlife habitat therein. The baseline data resulting from this field program will be used to support 
baseline studies for this Project, conduct an environmental impact assessment as part of the EA process 
for the Project and will inform potential permitting. 
 
Wildlife surveys to be undertaken as part of the wildlife field program will include a winter aerial survey, 
breeding bird point count surveys, crepuscular bird surveys, marsh bird surveys, amphibian call counts, 
bat habitat assessment, and bat acoustic surveys. These surveys are designed with the purpose of 
sampling wildlife diversity and composition within the PSA as well as informing the presence of the 
significant wildlife habitats. Data collected during each survey is likely to contribute to the assessment of 
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multiple significant wildlife habitats types, as well as the presence/absence of SAR and species of Special 
Concern that use those specialized habitat types. 


6.1.5 Vegetation, Forest Resources, and Wetlands 


 


The study area includes forested areas, woodlots, open fields, wetlands, and other vegetated habitats. 


For the study area, the EA will describe and map vegetation communities and delineate plant species in 


all natural areas, such as ESA’s, ANSI’s, wetlands, and municipally-designated significant woodlands, 


valleylands and wildlife habitat, based on the NHIC database, published information, and field studies.  


Should it be necessary, field surveys will also be undertaken in semi-natural communities within the 


study area. 


Ecological Land Classification (ELC) will be used by qualified biologists during field studies to characterize 


the vegetation communities within portions of the study area. This information will be used to confirm 


aerial photography and published data and boundaries of natural features. During the vegetation 


surveys, any significant or specialized wildlife habitat including odonates and butterflies will be 


identified and any casual observations of wildlife species recorded 


In order to characterize and assess impacts to vegetation communities along the proposed sections of 
the PSA, vegetation classification field surveys will be carried out in order to characterize the vegetative 
communities within 1 kilometer of the proposed works. The objectives of the field program will be to:  
 


 Survey vegetation community types (forest, wetland, riparian) within the Study Area;  


 Conduct a detailed inventory of the communities sampled;  


 Define vegetation community function (e.g. wildlife habitat);  


 Identification of sensitive vegetation communities; and,  


 Identification of any listed SAR plant species.  


6.1.6  Water Bodies, Fish Habitat and Aquatic Ecosystems 


 


The primary purpose of the aquatic study program will be to characterize the aquatic habitat that could 
potentially be affected by the construction of the transmission line and to provide baseline information 
to support the EA process.  Most of the larger watercourses within the study area provide fish habitat. 
The EA will map known coldwater and warm water watercourses, as well list fish species present in the 
watercourses in the study area based on previous regional EA studies, MNR Field Collection Records, 
Conservation Authority databases, published information, and supplemental field surveys, where 
required.  Any significant fish habitat (e.g., Sanctuary Areas) will be identified and described. 
Representative watercourse locations will be field inspected prior to construction to confirm 
presence/absence of fish habitat and fish species present in areas where gaps within existing knowledge 
bases are found. Detailed assessments will also be conducted on those watercourses that will be crossed 
by construction access roads where required.  
 
Existing aerial/satellite imagery, along with other background information will be used to establish 
survey locations prior to execution of the field program. Their selection will also be informed by previous 
studies. Sample locations will be determined as design progresses and specific focus will also be on 
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areas where clearing is required. Consideration of any new temporary or permanent access roads will 
also be included in the survey plans in order to characterize impacts associated with construction 
staging requirements, or ancillary infrastructure required for long term maintenance of the line. 
Sampling may also be conducted at selected points along the Project to identify potential sensitivities.  
 
Key considerations in establishing aquatic habitat sampling locations will include:  
 


 Targeting of a representative cross section of aquatic habitat community types based on their 
distribution within the Project area;  


 Aquatic Species at Risk; and, 


 Accessibility.  
 
All information collected as part of the natural environment field programs will be used in the EA, to 
identify potential effects and practicable mitigation measures, and to fine tune the locations of towers, 
access roads and water crossings (where appropriate). Information will also be used for any DFO and 
other approvals that may be required prior to construction.  


6.1.7 Species at Risk 


 


The EA document will map the general locations of known incidences of species at risk, endangered and 


threatened species, and species of special concern in the study area. This information will be based on 


the MNRF’s “Species at Risk in Ontario List”, the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in 


Canada list, Environment Canada species at risk search tool (http://www.registrelep-sararegistry.gc.ca/), 


and Environment Canada, CWS and NHIC databases, as well as known locations based on published and 


unpublished information and personal communications.  All general locations within the study area that 


would be directly affected by construction activities will be screened to confirm presence/absence of 


any species at risk (if practicable) and evaluate habitat potential to support species at risk.  Regionally 


and locally rare species will be considered as an indicator for the EA, based on information obtained 


from NHIC, MNR, local conservation authorities and field observation.  


6.1.8 Air Quality 


 


Air Quality metrics are published in annual Air Quality in Ontario Reports published by Ministry of 


Environment and Climate Change. The closest two air quality monitoring stations operated by the 


province of Ontario are in Sault Ste. Marie and Thunder Bay.  In general, these two stations report lower 


than average concentrations of air pollutants as compared to other parts of Ontario and are generally 


lower than Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards (MOECC 2015). The project will evaluate existing 


studies of air quality, potential project emission sources and identification of receptors.  


6.1.9 Acoustic Environment 


 


The acoustic environment (sound/noise) is an important component of atmospherics. The major sources 


of noise in the rural environment are road traffic and the resource industry such as forestry, mining and 
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associated support industries.  The EA will characterize baseline or background noise conditions, based 


on published information or noise surveys, as required. It will also identify sensitive receptors to noise 


emissions such as recreational areas and communities. 


 


6.2 Socio-economic and Cultural Environment 
 


The following sections outline the socio-economic and cultural environments within the project study 


area.  The sections will establish the baseline conditions and the information required to characterize 


socio-economic components.  


6.2.1 Cultural Heritage Environment 


 


To describe and assess potential effects on heritage resources and archaeology in the study area, the EA 
will draw upon the results of archaeological assessments and cultural heritage studies.  Indigenous 
communities will be engaged in the archaeological studies.  The Project will utilize existing Stage I and 
Stage II archaeological studies completed in the region. Additional Stage I and Stage II studies are 
planned for additional areas as a result of a gap analysis performed to identify missing datasets for the 
proposed transmission corridor. Results from these studies will be incorporated into impact assessment, 
EA decision-making and construction planning.  
 
A background historical study will be undertaken of the municipalities along the transmission route to 


describe their development history and the transmission route development history.  Existing cultural 


heritage resources conditions will be documented.  Built heritage resources and cultural landscape 


resources that could potentially be affected by the proposed corridor will be identified.  If human 


remains are identified during the EA study or during the construction phase of the project, Hydro One 


will cease work in the immediate area, notify the MTCS as required under the Cemeteries Act and 


simultaneously notify Indigenous communities with an interest in the area. 


6.2.2 Regional Planning 


 


Northern Ontario is subject to a number of planning initiatives both provincially and regionally.  The 


majority of the project is located on Crown Land and will be subject to provincial regulation and land use 


policy.  Other portions of the project are privately owned.  Under the Planning Act, the 2014 Provincial 


Policy Statement (PPS) outlines the framework for development, land use and approved developments. 


The goals of the PPS are as follows: 


“The Provincial Policy Statement, 2014 applies province-wide.  Its policies set out the government’s land 


use vision for how we settle our landscape, create our built environment, and manage our land and 


resources over the long term to achieve livable and resilient communities” (MMAH 2014).  In addition, 


the Ministry of Municipal Affairs has published two ‘Places to Grow, Growth Plan for Northern Ontario” 







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 58 


which documents the plan for the region for the next 25 years.  Of note, the plan has a goal of 


strengthening the economy of Northern Ontario through the following (MMA 2011): 


 Diversifying the region's traditional resource-based industries 


 Stimulating new investment and entrepreneurship 


 Nurturing new and emerging sectors with high growth potential. 


 
The region has varying levels of development with the highest density near Thunder Bay and less 


development further east.  Owing to the length of the transmission corridor, the project will pass 


through many current land uses such as mining, forestry, trapping, hunting, fishing, residential, 


commercial, industrial, and agriculture, among others.  In addition to these previously mentioned official 


plans, crown land use policies, district land use guidelines, forestry management, land claims and rights, 


and other land uses will be assessed in the EA document.    


6.2.3 Economy, Resource, Commercial and Industrial Activities 


 


Northern Ontario communities rely on a resource extraction economy with a focus on forestry and 


mining. These sectors are dominated by large industrial employers in the region.  These industrial 


complexes rely on a consistent supply of electricity.  The project may cross mining claims and forestry 


management units which will be identified during the EA process and the potential effects the project 


may have.   


In addition to resource extraction, Northern Ontario communities provide a gateway for recreation and 


tourism, and outdoors guiding and outfitting activities.  The communities cater to visitors to local parks 


and activities such as hunting, fishing and camping are all important aspects of the Northern Ontario 


experience.   


The EA document will assess existing commercial and industrial activities in the region and address 
potential effects on these sectors.  Leaseholders, claim owners and other stakeholders will be consulted 
as part of the EA process. Indicators used to describe the economy and employment will be detailed 
(employment, income, etc.).  The EA will also address economic development and economic sectors, 
businesses, governmental finances, and housing characteristics. 


6.2.4 Population, Demographics and Community Profile 


 


Northern Ontario’s population has generally been on a decline since at least 2001, with the age bracket 


of 15 to 34 having the largest out-migration of the region.  This exodus of young people in the region 


has, in turn, increased the average age of communities.  Industries such as pulp and paper mills shutting 


down or relocating, a general slowdown in forestry and depressed mineral prices since 2011 have 


impacted employment prospects in the region and, relatedly, the demographics that tend to serve in 


these sectors.  Projects such as Lake Superior Link may provide skilled and unskilled workers in the area 


employment opportunities (Northern Policy Institute 2014). 



http://www.northernpolicy.ca/article/is-northern-ontario%E2%80%99s-population-aging-or-is-it-just-getting-less-young-286.asp
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The EA document will detail the existing state of communities and potential effects on the population 


and demographics in relation to the project. This information will be documented through government 


statistics, plans, stakeholder engagement, and other sources.  


6.2.5 Traditional/Indigenous Land Use 


 


First Nations and Métis communities in the area have expressed interest in participation in the project 


and assisting in the identification of effects it is projected to have on traditional land usage.  The 18 


communities identified by the Ministry of Energy have a history of traditional land usage in the region 


since time immemorial, many aspects of which continue today.  Mapping indicates that the study area 


overlaps with many traditional use territories.  Information sharing will also be an important aspect of 


EA studies between Hydro One and Indigenous communities. 


Based on consultation with the Indigenous communities, the EA will document concerns and identify 


potential employment and opportunities raised with regards to land and resource use, or other relevant 


socio-economic aspects. The EA will also describe how Hydro One proposes to address these concerns 


and opportunities.  The EA document will describe Indigenous communities and groups, their traditional 


uses of the land and their established and asserted claims. Section 5 details the consultation process 


with Indigenous communities in greater detail and lists the 18 identified communities.  


6.2.6 Human Health  


 


Electric and magnetic fields (EMF) are invisible lines of force produced by the flow of electricity in a wire 


or electrical device. The strength of these fields rapidly weakens away from their source. Everyone is 


exposed daily to EMF from many sources, including household wiring, power lines and appliances.   


Hydro One recognizes the public concerns over potential health effects from exposure to EMF and takes 


seriously its responsibility to understand, appropriately address and communicate the scientific 


data/developments on this issue.  Therefore, Hydro One will: 


 continue to communicate accurate and timely information to its employees and customers; 


 continue to provide, upon request, EMF measurement services at no cost to direct customers of 


Hydro One and individuals and/or organizations whose property is adjacent to Hydro One 


distribution and/or transmission facilities; 


  monitor worldwide scientific research, judicial decisions and regulatory requirements relating to 


EMF, and make necessary adjustments to its policies, programs and practices; 


 support collaborative research; and,  


 consider EMF research when sitting, designing, and communicating about new and upgraded 


facilities and when operating its facilities. 


 
EMF will be addressed in the EA document.  In addressing potential health issues, Hydro One looks to 


the scientific expertise of Health Canada to assess the scientific studies and provide advice and 
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guidance.  As part of its mission to set public health policy, Health Canada continues to monitor the 


scientific research on EMF and human health. 


6.2.7  Visual  


 


During the EA, the Project team will prepare a description of the landscape character within the study 


areas (the area located West of Nipigon, and the Pukaskwa River Provincial Park), identifying landscape 


settings and features of importance.  This assessment will focus on valued viewpoints by the public and 


those identified by the project team as contributing to the aesthetic character of an area (e.g., ESA’s and 


river valleys). The team will review available models for this assessment.  


6.2.8 Infrastructure and Services 


 


The proposed transmission corridor crosses varying levels of infrastructure and services, from remote 


fly-in only access to sophisticated large towns and cities.  Some of the communities along the route can 


provide, waste management, municipal and community services, emergency services, police, and many 


other ancillary services.  


The EA document will describe infrastructure and services which have a potential to interact with the 


proposed project.  Other infrastructure in the area may include pipelines, transmission and distribution 


lines, roads and highways (including traffic counts), rails, air transportation, and utilities, etc.  In addition 


to this, the project may also have the potential to interact with communities and services such as police 


and fire stations, hospitals, schools, churches and other religious buildings, local businesses, and 


residential areas.   


6.2.9 Property Value 


 


During the consultation process, landowners have raised the issue of potential effects on property 


values. Contacts have been initiated with all landowners who may be directly affected by the project 


crossing their property (i.e. those affected by the reference route and the route refinement options 


identified to date).   Compensation will be available to those whose property will be crossed by the 


approved undertaking.  For all other properties which are directly affected by the proposed ROW 


widening, independent appraisals will be conducted and offers based on market value for an easement 


in the area of the proposed widened corridor will be made to the landowners.  If it is determined to be 


appropriate to relocate a structure on a farm property, the Minimum Distance Separation (MDS) 


formulae.  The Hydro One Land Acquisition Compensation Principles (LACP) will be sent out to property 


owners detailing the method of land acquisition and compensation Hydro One employs.   


Hydro One is committed to fair, open and consistent treatment of all affected landowners.  Hydro One 


will consult with municipal stakeholders as part of our efforts to minimize any inconveniences caused by 


the project and will consult with municipalities to understand and address their concerns. 
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7. Effects Evaluation and Mitigation Measures 
 


The following section identifies the potential effects evaluation and associated mitigation measures to 


address them.  Table 2 identifies the preliminary environmental and technical considerations that will be 


applied in the evaluation of potential environmental effects. Preliminary criteria and indicators have 


been developed for the effects evaluation utilizing the general principles detailed in Section 7.  Hydro 


One will collect relevant raw data from the indicators and use them in the assessment of the effects 


evaluation.  


Table 2 – Preliminary environmental and technical considerations during Project planning 


COMPONENT FEATURES/CONSIDERATIONS 


Natural Environment  Wetlands, ANSIs  


 Environmentally Significant Areas (ESAs) 


 Species at Risk ( (SAR) 


 Water bodies, fisheries and aquatic ecosystems 


 Forests, woodlots, vegetation 


 Significant wildlife habitat, woodlands, and valleylands 


  regulated areas 


Socio-economic 


Environment 


 Existing and approved land uses (reference to Official Plans) 


 Approved developments 


 Commercial activities 


 Mineral and aggregate resources 


 Community profile (including effects to landowners) 


 Community services 


 Community infrastructure 


 Landscape and visual assessment  


 Parks 


 Conservation areas 


 Recreational facilities  


 Traditional Knowledge Studies  


 Historical  


 Built heritage resources  


 Cultural heritage sites and landscapes 


 Archaeological 


 Churches and cemeteries (including other human burial sites) 


Technical and cost 


considerations  


 


 Indicators/measures will be developed during the EA process  


 Safety, compliance with codes 


 Compatibility with the transmission network 


 Utilization of existing infrastructure corridors (e.g., roads and 
ROWs)  


 Minimize changes in transmission line directional heading 
(angles)   


 Shortest length of line 
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COMPONENT FEATURES/CONSIDERATIONS 


 Soil stability for transmission towers, including depth of water 
table  


 Suitable terrain 


 Positive effects on the local and provincial economy 


 Minimizing other transmission circuit crossings  


 Minimizing effects on other utilities (e.g., pipelines, railways) 
 


Mitigation measures will be developed to minimize negative effects due to construction and operation 


of the project with due consideration of cost, safety, feasibility and technical standards. The EA will 


recommend pre- and post-operational monitoring programs designed to verify effects prediction, the 


effectiveness of mitigation measures and the need for any remedial measures, should they be 


necessary. 


 


7.1 Evaluation of Potential Effects on the Natural Environment 


 
Aligning a new ROW adjacent to an existing ROW will reduce potential negative effects on 


environmental features by reducing ROW widening requirements relative to a greenfield ROW. The 


reference route will also use existing ROWs in areas where widening is not possible in Pukaskwa 


National Park.   


Construction activities associated with the Lake Superior Link project that may have an effect on the 
natural environment include: 


 brushing, clearing and grading; 


 staging and stockpiling areas; 


 construction of access roads including stream crossings; 


 delivery of equipment and materials; 


 delivery, assembly and installation of new towers; 


 stringing of conductors; and, 


 rehabilitation/restoration. 
 


Potential negative effects of the proposed undertaking on the natural environment, e.g., soils, surface 


water and groundwater resources, vegetation, wildlife, fisheries resources and environmentally 


significant areas, will be assessed and appropriate redesign, mitigation/remedial measures will be 


recommended to reduce or eliminate those effects will be outlined in the EA.  


Transmission towers will not be constructed in streams, rivers, etc. Similarly, no dewatering, filling in, 


and/or relocating of watercourses are anticipated.  Efforts will be made to prevent any short term 


stream flow interference (i.e. culvert crossing installations) which could cause adverse effects.   The 
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construction plan will minimize or avoid any direct works in water bodies and most construction will 


occur at appropriate setbacks from water bodies.  The potential for these effects will be addressed in 


the EA and on a site specific basis, through the permitting processes. 


Hydro One will consider opportunities for habitat improvements including streamside buffers within the 


proposed reference route including any selected route refinements. This will be done in consultation 


with affected property owners, interested Indigenous communities and groups, conservation 


authorities, provincial ministries and affected municipalities. 


The issue of soil compaction and measures to mitigate effects on soil permeability, drainage and 


hydraulic balance will be addressed in the EA. 


Dust and noise from construction are controlled with appropriate mitigation measures and 


environmental best management practices. 


Sediment and erosion control measures will be identified and addressed in the EA document.  This 


includes identification of areas where soil or other factors could affect the effectiveness of those 


measures. 


Potential effects due to construction are as follows: soil compaction and erosion; loss of vegetation from 


clearing and associated loss of wildlife habitat; displacement of wildlife or effects to nesting birds and 


species at risk; habitat fragmentation; incidental spills of oil, gasoline and other chemicals; water quality 


and fish habitat degradation due to temporary stream crossings; and degradation of environmentally 


significant areas. Agricultural infrastructure can be affected by changes to site drainage. 


Potential effects due to operation are related to maintenance access and vegetation management 


(approximately 3-year cycles). 


To reduce or eliminate potential negative environmental effects associated with the construction and 


operation of the proposed facilities, proven environmentally sound guidelines and best management 


practices (BMPs) will be implemented using: 


 “Environmental Guidelines for the Construction and Maintenance of Transmission Facilities” 


(Hydro One 2009); 


 “Best Management Practices for Wetland Crossings” (Morissette 2014); 


 “Overhead Line Construction” (DFO 2007); 


 “Riparian Zone Protocol” (Fitzsimmons 2010); 


  “Debris Removal for Culvert Maintenance” (TRCA 2014); 


 “Environmental Guidelines for Access Roads and Water Crossings” (MNR 1990); 


 “Guidelines for Evaluating Construction Activities Impacting on Water Resources” (MOECC 1995); 


 “Utility Vegetation Management” (Cieslewicz 2004); and 


 “Management Approaches for Industrial Fugitive Dust Sources” (MOECC 2017). 
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In addition, all other relevant environmental requirements and policies will be identified and taken into 


account in the EA. 


 


7.2 Evaluation of Potential Effects on the Socio-economic Environment 
 


Socio-economic impacts can be positive or negative; and can occur at various units of social order: 


individuals, businesses, communities, economic sectors; however, the objective of the Lake Superior 


Link project is to provide an overall benefit to the Province of Ontario.   


The socio-economic impact assessment will identify positive and negative effects of the project locally 


and to the Province. The key indicators for this study are: 


 displacements of business, property and residents; 


 displacements of social features (e.g. institutional, recreational, etc.); 


 disruption to business, property and residents; 


 disruption of social features; 


 community and neighbourhood effects (e.g. community character, cohesion, function); 


 changes to land use patterns, including existing and planned development; 


 displacement or disruption to farm infrastructure and type; 


 displacement or disruption to mineral and aggregates resources; 


 displacement or disruption to parks, conservation and recreational areas; 


 displacement or disruption to community services and infrastructure; 


 disruption to traditional/ Indigenous land use;  


 changes to the existing landscape, visual character (i.e. visual attractiveness and scenic values); 


 economic benefits to the local communities (e.g., commercial activity); and, 


 economic benefits to the Province (e.g., industrial production, manufacturing, commercial activity 


and technical services). 


 
Socio-economic information will be collected from the following sources: 


 Secondary published sources; 


 Windshield surveys; 


 CIC comments and input; 


 Stakeholder consultation (to be defined as project planning progresses but may include 


municipalities, ratepayer groups, business community, Indigenous communities, agricultural 


community); and  


 Consultation with potentially affected community residents. 


 
The socio-economic impact assessment will include: 


 An assessment of the socio-economic character and profile of the area potentially affected by the 


project; 
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 An  evaluation of the alternatives including identification of issues and concerns; 


 The identification and assessment of effects on the socio-economic environment by indicator; 


and, 


 The identification of protective or mitigation measures.  
 


Potential effects of the proposed undertaking on the socio-economic features identified will be assessed 


and appropriate mitigation/remedial measures will be recommended to reduce or eliminate the 


significant negative effects.  


The assessment of effects will be based on data collected from primary and secondary sources. A broad 


assessment of potential socio-economic considerations of the alternative methods both during and after 


construction on existing land use, potential development, businesses and community features shall be 


prepared and will identify proposed mitigation measures. The data collected as part of the baseline 


environmental description will be provided in the EA document and will form the basis for measuring 


effects of the project.  This includes data from supporting technical studies, surveys and environmental 


inventories collected from within the study area.  


7.2.1 Effects on Traditional/ Indigenous Land Use 


 


Indigenous communities and groups may have an interest in a project in addition to or apart from any 


potential effects on Indigenous interests and treaty rights. Through discussions with Indigenous 


communities and groups, Hydro One will attempt to determine the extent and nature of any interests in 


the project as well as any potential effects on Indigenous interests and treaty rights.   


Hydro One is currently undertaking consultation activities with the 18 First Nation and Métis 


communities identified by the Ministry of Energy to gain information on traditional values as they relate 


to the project.  As part of the EA process, Hydro One will provide to Indigenous communities and groups 


who wish to receive it, species information which is gathered from the field studies.  Hydro One will also 


consider any information Indigenous communities and groups provide on protection of plant and animal 


species which have traditional value. This information will be used in developing indicators and 


measures for effect on traditional/ Indigenous land use where relevant. 


7.2.2 Effects on the Cultural Environment  


 


The Project may have potential effects on the cultural environment, including, but not limited to, the 


following: 


 areas of archaeological potential; 


 built heritage; 


 cultural heritage landscape; and, 


 churches and cemeteries. 
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To assess the potential effects of project on heritage, archaeology and cultural resources, the EA will 


draw upon the results of a Stage 1 archaeological study (and future archaeological work, as required) 


and cultural and heritage assessments. Information and data will also be obtained from Municipal 


Heritage Groups, heritage planners, Indigenous communities and groups, secondary source information, 


and discussions during the engagement/consultation process.  


 


7.3 Technical, Administrative and Cost Considerations 
 


The technical, administrative and cost considerations will be used to evaluate the alternatives, including 


the considerations in the bullet points below.   


 system safety and reliability; 


 constructability and feasibility analysis; 


 duration and impacts of line outages to enable connections for the new line;   


 availability of tower and other infrastructure materials; 


 timely regulatory and agency approvals; 


 material differences or design changes arising from the EA or other approvals; 


 design changes to accommodate requirements from Alternative Methods analysis;  


 poor or contaminated soil conditions; 


 unexpected site drainage requirements; 


 adverse weather conditions; 


 conflicts with other utility ROW’s that intersect or parallel the proposed facilities. 


 land costs; 


 construction capital costs; and 


 operations and maintenance costs 


 
Indicators and measures will be developed during the EA process. Issues that could potentially affect 


project construction and implementation costs will also be addressed as part of the EA. 
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8. Commitments and Monitoring 
 


Hydro One is committed to environmental protection and responsible environmental management. This 


project will be carried out in compliance with environmental legislation, Hydro One corporate policies, 


BMPs, and corporate environmental procedures.  The EA document will provide information so that 


facilities will be designed, constructed and operated in a manner that makes efficient use of resources, 


prevents pollution and reduces environmental effects to the extent that is reasonably achievable.  Hydro 


One strives for the continual improvement in its management system, processes, activities and services. 


The EA document will provide information to address commitments and monitor the Project in the 


following ways: 


 identify, assess, and manage potentially significant environmental risks and integrate 


environmental considerations into decisions; 


 inform employees and contractors so that they understand their roles, responsibilities and Hydro 


One’s environmental requirements and have the skills, knowledge and resources necessary to 


perform their duties; 


 promote continual improvement by setting environmental objectives and targets, monitoring 


performance and taking corrective and preventive actions when required; 


 work cooperatively with governments, customers, suppliers and other stakeholders to develop 


programs that contribute to the achievement of Hydro One’s environmental objectives and 


targets; and, 


 support the investigation and use of new methods of environmental protection that will help 


achieve Hydro One’s business objectives.  
 


The Hydro One Environmental Policy and Environmental Commitment form the overarching foundations 


for commitments made in the EA.   An Environmental Specification will be prepared to guide project 


construction.  An environmental specialist will be assigned to support and monitor construction 


activities.  As noted, pre- and post-operational studies will be carried out to confirm project compliance, 


the accuracy of environmental effects predictions, the effectiveness of mitigation measures and the 


need for any remedial action. 


 


8.1 Project Effects Monitoring 
 


During the later stages of the EA process, a monitoring program will be developed.  The program (to be 


included in the EA) will describe the project environmental management system that will ensure 


compliance with the commitments set out in this assessment plus other environmental requirements 


(e.g., terms and conditions of EA approval and other legislation).    
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Pre- and post-operational monitoring will identify actual effects, assess the effectiveness of the 


mitigation/restoration/enhancement measures to reduce or eliminate these effects, and evaluate the 


need for any additional action to ensure commitment realization. 


Appropriate commitments to compliance monitoring will be reflected in study documentation. The 


duration of the monitoring and follow-up programs will vary and will depend on the conditions of 


permits and approvals granted by regulatory agencies. 


 


8.2 EA Process Monitoring 
 


During the planning and design processes, compliance with EA process commitments outlined in the ToR 


will be regularly reviewed prior to project implementation. External notification and 


engagement/consultation will be consistent with EA commitments. 
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Appendix 1 – Notice of Commencement 
  







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Appendix 2 – List of Preliminary Criteria and 
Indicators 







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 73 


Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Natural 
Environment 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 
 


Environmentally 
significant areas 


Area of Provincially 
Significant Wetlands 
Crossed  


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
wetland habitats 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Area of Provincially 
Significant ANSIs Crossed 


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
natural features 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Number of species at risk 
including regionally and 
locally rare species 


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
species at risk or their habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Environment Canada 
where appropriate 


Area of Non-provincially 
Significant and/or 
Unevaluated Wetlands 
Crossed 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
wetland habitats 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Area of significant wildlife 
habitat crossed 


Potential for short- and long-term effects on 
significant wildlife habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Area of significant 
valleylands crossed 


Potential for short- and long-term effects on 
significant valleylands 


Municipalities, existing EA 
studies 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Natural 
Environment 


Area of Hazard Lands 
crossed 


Potential for project effects on natural heritage 
features 


Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority, 
MNRF, existing EA studies, 
field studies if required. 


 Migratory bird flyways, 
feeding and resting areas 


Potential for short- and long-term effects on 
migratory birds and their habitat 


NHIC, MNRF, Bird Studies 
Canada, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Water bodies, fish 
habitat and aquatic 
ecosystems 


Number of coldwater 
streams crossed 


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
fisheries resources and habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Total number of streams 
crossed 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
fisheries resources and habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Socio-economic 
Environment 


 


 
 
 
 
 


Existing land use Existing uses and types Potential for conflict with existing land uses Municipal planning and 
zoning information 


Approved 
development 


Sub-division and 
development plans 


Potential for conflict with sub-division and 
development plans 


Commercial activities Types of business activities Potential to disrupt or displace businesses Local Departments of 
Economic Development 


Tourism related activities Potential to disrupt or displace tourist attractions 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Socio-economic 
Environment 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Potential effect on 
Mineral and 
aggregate resources 


Area of significant 
aggregate deposits 


Potential effects may occur on existing 


aggregate deposits 


Ministry of Northern 
Development and Mines 
(MNDM), MNRF Ontario's 
Land Information Directory 
(OLID) database. Owners  


Area of mines within the 
study area (Ha) 


Potential effects may occur on mining operations  


Number of mining claims 
within the study area 


Potential effects may occur on future mining 
operations 


Area of pits/quarries 
within the study area (Ha) 


Potential effects may occur on pits/quarries 
operation 


Potential effect on 
Remote Tourism 


Number of remote tourism 
businesses effected 


Potential for effects on remote tourism businesses MNRF, MTCS, Business 
Operators 


Community profile Number of potential 
property removals 
(buyouts)  


 


Hydro One Policy prohibits homes or  family 
residences from being located within the 
proposed WIDENED ROW 


GIS shape files, Site Visits 
if required. 


Number of potential 
diagonal severances of 
properties  


Diagonal crossings are considered more 
disruptive because they limit other uses of land  


 


Number of potentially 
affected properties 


Crossings of properties are disruptive to family 
residences and businesses  
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Socio-economic 
Environment 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Community services Number of health care 
facilities 


Potential for project to disrupt or displace 
facilities 


Local health department 


Number of educational 
facilities 


Potential for project to disrupt or displace 
educational facilities 


School boards and local 
road maps 


Number of other important 
community facilities 


Potential for project to disrupt or displace 
facilities. 


Local road mapping, site 
visits if required. 


Community 
infrastructure 


Number of natural gas 
pipelines  


Potential effects on utility pipelines operations 
and maintenance 


Utility companies 


Number of roads crossed  Potential effects on the driving public, aesthetic 
and visual 


GIS shape files 


Number of railways 
crossed (segments)  


Potential effects can occur on railway lands and 
crossings due to the widened ROW towers, 
span and overhead clearance  


Number of airports within 
EA prescribed distance of 
the ROW centerline 


Transport Canada requirements for distance 
separation between transmission routes and 
runways 


Local municipalities, 
private airport operators 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Socio-economic 
Environment 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Landscape and visual 
assessment 


Number of residences, 
farm residences within EA 
prescribed distance from 
the ROW or as required 
for viewscape analysis.  


Number of trails, 
waterways, and roads 
crossed 


Proximity of the widened ROW to residents and 
recreational users (of scenic 
landscapes/features) could potentially affect 
viewer expectations in the vicinity of the lines. 


MNRF, Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority, 
Municipalities, Heritage 
Advisory Committees, and 
Site visits if required. 


Parks  Area of Federal, Provincial 
Parks and reserves 


Identify and protect natural   and recreational 
features 


MNRF, Parks Canada, 
Municipalities, counties 
and Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority Area of local parks 


Conservation areas Number and area of 
conservation areas  


Identify natural areas and ecosystems within the 
study area to measure potential effects on use of 
these facilities 


MNRF, and Lakehead 
Region Conservation 
Authority 


Recreational facilities 
(camp ground, park, 
sport field, golf 
course) 


Number of trails 
(segments) 


Identify and protect natural  recreational 
features 


MNRF, and Lakehead 
Region Conservation 
Authority 


 
Number of recreational 
facilities 
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Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Medved, Luka
To: "cory.ostrowka@infrastructureontario.ca"
Cc: Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 3:58:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Dear Mr. Ostrowka:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to IO via email to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your
 system. Thank you.

mailto:cory.ostrowka@infrastructureontario.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
http://www.snclavalin.com/







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Lake Superior Link - IO Due Diligence Requirements
Date: July 16, 2018 7:32:42 AM
Attachments: Consulting with Directly Affected Parties - Example Letter.docx

Consulting with Directly Affected Parties - Template Letter.docx
MEMO - Consulting with Directly Affected Parties.pdf
C&D Report Template - July 2017.doc
Indigenous Consultation Log Template.xlsx

From: Ostrowka, Cory (IO) [mailto:Cory.Ostrowka@infrastructureontario.ca] 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2018 4:10 PM
To: BROS Kevin; STAITE Patricia; HOPPER Bruce; HAULENA Adam
Cc: Zhang, Han (IO); Eichenberger, Nicholle (IO)
Subject: Lake Superior Link - IO Due Diligence Requirements
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Good afternoon Hydro One team,
 
Below is a list of environmental due diligence requirements that IO/MOI must fulfill, in order to meet
 its legislative obligations, prior to granting the easements needed for the Lake Superior Link - Hydro
 One Transmission Line.  As you, the proponent, are requesting the application, you are responsible
  to  ensure  that  all  of  these  obligations  are  undertaken.    These  studies  need  to  be  completed
 according to the applicable standards identified below.
 
There are three key elements that need to be completed in order to satisfy environmental due
 diligence requirements:
 
1) Completion of the MOI Class EA, which includes Stakeholder consultation, completion of the Class
 EA (C and D record) and posting on IO’s website for 30 days
2) A Stage I and, if required, Stage II archaeological assessment.  Please note that if Stage III work is
 required, IO is to first be contacted before undertaking any work.
3) A Phase One ESA in accordance with O. Reg. 153.04 (as amended). 
 
Items 2 and 3 will also be used to complete the Class EA (item 1).  Please note that we would like to
 reiterate that additional studies may be required in support of the proposed application; however,
 this is unknown until after consultation with the required stakeholders. 
 
We  will  also  need  a  site  map  that  clearly  shows  what  MOI  lands  will  be  required  for  specific
  undertakings  (easement,  etc).  Please  label  the  undertakings  on  the  map  with  the  associated
 impacted parcels.
 
Please provide our contact  information to  the consultant procured to complete  the Class EA.   We
 have stringent standards on how and who is to be contacted regarding the EA.  Please ensure that
  they contact us prior  to commencing  the EA process. Sign off on  the Category B cannot be done
 until the Phase I ESA has met all compliances (assuming only a Phase I ESA is required), the potential
  Archaeological  issues  have  been  addressed,  and  all  consulting  required  for  the  Category  B  EA  is

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com

DATE





NAME(S)

Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry

ADDRESS

VIA EMAIL 





Dear NAME(S):



RE: 	Ministry of Infrastructure Public Work Class Environmental Assessment

Proposed decommissioning and demolition of the Pumphouse at the Penetanguishene Mental Health Centre (Project XXXX)





The Ministry of Infrastructure (MOI) is the proponent of the proposed decommissioning and demolition of the Pumphouse at the Penetanguishene Mental Health Centre (Project XXXX). This letter is to consult on the Category B Class Environmental Assessment being conducted by Infrastructure Ontario (IO) under the MOI Public Work Class Environmental Assessment (PW Class EA) for the Project.   Please review the information below and provide input by DATE. 



Site Overview

The Penetanguishene Mental Health Centre is located at 500 Church Street in Penetanguishene and consists of 35 buildings and 215 acres of land (see figure 1).  The Pumphouse is located at the north end of the property on Church Street approximately 100m south of the adjacent water body (see figure 2).  



Project Description

The project will involve the decommissioning and removal of equipment housed within the pumphouse building and demolition of the building.  Below ground foundations and a portion of the below ground tanks are expected to remain in place and filled with clean fill. Any physical infrastructure directly related to the building scheduled for demolition (e.g. parking lots, sidewalks, lighting) will be removed.  Building services will be capped and/or removed where no longer required and reconnected to the new building where appropriate.  Grading and reseeding will occur upon completion of the demolition.





Need, Purpose, Scope and Timing

The pumphouse at the Penetanguishene Mental Health Centre is no longer required because a new sewage treatment plant will constructed to service the facility.  Decommissioning and demolishing the pumphouse will minimize potential environmental and other liabilities.  Construction is expected to begin in (season and year) and be completed by (season and year).





Information Gathering

Table 1 summarizes the information IO has gathered regarding natural heritage for the subject Site.  IO is seeking to confirm this information and to gather any new information that is available. Please use this Table to confirm IO’s information and/or to add new information for the Site.



Consultation

Table 2 summarizes the potential environmental effects associated with this project and proposed mitigation measures.  IO is seeking input on the potential effects and associated mitigation and monitoring measures.  Please use this Table to provide your input.



If you have any input related to the project itself or are aware of any other parties who may be interested in the project, please provide this information in writing by DATE to the signatory below.  



Environmental Assessment Reporting

The results of consultation, potential environmental effects, and any proposed ways to address them will be documented in the Consultation and Document Report that will be made available for public review.



Freedom of Information

Personal information – such as individual’s name plus address, telephone number or property location – is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act for the purposes of carrying out an assessment under the Public Work Class Environmental Assessment in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.  Any personal information you provide will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information be confidential.  For more information, please contact the signatory below. 





Thank you for your assistance.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 



Yours truly,



Joanna Brown

Environmental Specialist

Infrastructure Ontario

joanna.brown@infrastructureontario.ca






Figure 1:  Location of the Penetanguishene Mental Health Centre








Figure 2: Location of the Pumphouse










Table 1:  Information Gathering





		Topic

		IO Information

		Stakeholder Information



		Environmentally Significant Areas



		Wetlands

		None 

		



		ANSIs

		None 

		



		SAR and/or SAR Habitat

		A Natural Heritage Study from 2010 and NHIC reviews indicate that there are records in the vicinity of this site for the Massassagua rattlesnake, Five-Lined skink, Lilypad clubtail, Peregrine falcon, Lake Sturgeon and Northern long-eared bat in the NHIC Database.  Barn swallows and bats are known to use buildings as habitat but are not confirmed on site. 

		



		Environmentally Significant Areas

		None 

		



		Floodplains

		None 

		



		Groundwater Recharge/Discharge Areas

		No – The subject site is within the Severn Sound Watershed but does not overlap with any vulnerable areas.

		



		Distinctive Environmental Features



		Other Distinctive Environmental Features (e.g. high groundwater, wells, streams, rivers, natural corridors, springs, ravines, rock outcrops, significant topography, etc.)

		Yes – Severn Sound (approx. 100m downgradient).
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Table 2:  Summary of Potential Environmental Effects and Mitigation and Monitoring Measures



		Potential Environmental Effects

		Proposed Mitigation and Monitoring Measures

		Stakeholder Comments 



		Existing Land Use Status



		None anticipated

		None required

		



		Environmental Condition of the Property



		Designated Substances: If designated substances occur in the building or equipment, there is the potential for disturbance. 

		Designated substances will be removed from the building prior to demolition. All handling, management and disposal of these substances will occur in a manner consistent with health and safety and environmental regulations. The building will be inspected to confirm abatement has occur prior to demolition.

		



		Soil/Groundwater:  If material from the storage tanks remain in place following demolition, it could impact the soil and/or groundwater.

		The tanks will be cleaned prior to removal.  This will be confirmed prior to removal.

		



		Environmentally Significant Areas



		Species at Risk:  There is the potential to disturb species at risk and/or impact their habitat if they are present in, on or around the building.

		A desktop analysis and inspection will be undertaken to identify the potential for SAR, and surveys will be completed as required to confirm presence/absence. If SAR and/or habitat is identified, the project team will work with MNRF to define appropriate mitigation, monitoring and permitting to be applied.  

		



		Distinctive Environmental Features



		None anticipated

		None required

		



		Servicing Capacity



		None anticipated

		None required

		



		Cultural Heritage



		Cultural Heritage:  The broader site is identified as a provincial heritage property of provincial significance.  This building is not considered to be a contributor to the heritage fabric of the property nor is it located in the defined cultural heritage landscape, and thus no impacts to cultural heritage are anticipated.

		IO will secure the appropriate approvals prior to demolition including the consent of the Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport as required under the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Provincial Heritage.  

		
















		Potential Environmental Effects

		Proposed Mitigation and Monitoring Measures

		Stakeholder Comments 



		Socio-Economic Effects



		Construction:  There are common environmental effects associated with construction projects relating to topics such as noise, dust, health and safety and the handling of waste materials.  



		These will be handled through the delivery of the project in a manner consistent with local by-laws and through the development of specifications that reference appropriate legislation, regulations and industry best practices.  Regular inspections will monitor application of these measures.

		



		Other Environmental Effects and Other Issues



		Water:  Disturbed soil and other debris could impact the water body approximately 100m downgradient.  

		Erosion and sedimentation controls will be addressed specifically within the construction specifications.  Regular inspections will be required to ensure they are in place and functioning properly. 

		



		Climate Change



		In view of the relatively small scale of this project, the significance of its potential environmental effects on climate change is expected to be minimal.



Standard construction equipment and techniques will be used for construction.  The emission of greenhouse gases from this equipment is expected to be minimal, and would be consistent with the use of similar equipment for short-term construction projects.



Stormwater runoff from this area during and following construction is not expected to be significant different from the current situation.

		No mitigation measures are anticipated.



The design includes solid surface materials to coordinate with the existing pathways and provide seamless (and accessible) access to the monument area. Landscaped areas will be drained by way of a discrete water collection trough that will be integrated into the landscape design.



No monitoring measures are anticipated.



		



		Source Water Protection



		The site occurs within a Highly Vulnerable Aquifer Zone and overlaps with a Moderate Wellhead Protection Zone. If material from the storage tanks remain in place following demolition, it could impact the soil and/or groundwater.

		The tanks will be cleaned prior to removal.   
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DATE





NAME(S)

ORGANIZATION

ADDRESS

VIA EMAIL 





Dear NAME(S):



RE: 	Ministry of Infrastructure Public Work Class Environmental Assessment

Proposed PROJECT at the BUILDING/PROPERTY located at ADDRESS/CITY (Project XXXX)



The Ministry of the Environment (MOI) is the proponent of the proposed PROJECT at the BUILDING/PROPERTY located at ADDRESS/CITY (Project XXXX). This letter is to consult on the Category B Class Environmental Assessment being conducted by Infrastructure Ontario (IO) under the MOI Public Work Class Environmental Assessment (PW Class EA) for the Project.  Please review the information below and provide input by DATE. 



Site Overview

· Provide a brief overview of the site and surrounding area

· Address, site details (e.g. number of buildings, landscaping, undeveloped areas, etc.)

· At minimum, include reference to a site location map; consider also including a site map highlighting the area to be impacted by the undertaking(s) and photographs  

· At minimum, a map should be included – additional figures could be included as required



Project Description	Comment by Brown, Joanna (IO): Wherever possible, use the terminology from the PW Class EA for pre-defined undertakings (see Figure 2.2 Category listing Matrix)

· Provide an overview of the proposed project.

· Include the main project and ancillary activities to support the project. 



Need, Purpose, Scope and Timing

· Very brief overview of the need, purpose, scope and timing.

· Where timing is uncertain, indicate that the schedule “will be dependent on XXXX”



Information Gathering	Comment by Brown, Joanna (IO): This section would be removed for consultation with members of the general public. 

Table 1 summarizes the information IO has gathered regarding the Subject Site.  IO is seeking to confirm this information and to gather any new information that is available. Please use this Table to confirm IO’s information and/or to add new information for the site.






Consultation

Table 2 summarizes the potential environmental effects associated with this project and proposed mitigation measures.  IO is seeking input on any additional potential effects and associated mitigation and monitoring measures that we should consider.  Please use this Table to provide your input.	Comment by Brown, Joanna (IO): If Information Gathering above were removed (e.g. general public consultation), then this would be Table 1.



If you have any input related to the project itself or are aware of any other parties who may be interested in the project, please provide this information in writing by DATE to the signatory below.  



Environmental Assessment Reporting

The results of consultation, potential environmental effects, and any proposed ways to address them will be documented in the Consultation and Document Report that will be made available for public review.



Freedom of Information

Personal information – such as individual’s name plus address, telephone number or property location – is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act for the purposes of carrying out an assessment under the Public Work Class Environmental Assessment in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.  Any personal information you provide will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information be confidential.  For more information, please contact the signatory below. 



Thank you for your assistance.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 



Yours truly,



NAME

TITLE

ORGANIZATION

CONTACT INFORMATION








Figure 1:  Site Location Map (may include other maps as needed)










Table 1:  Information Gathering	Comment by Brown, Joanna (IO): This table would be removed for general public consultation.

This table should be included if you are gathering and/or confirming information with a stakeholder.  It should always be included in consultations with the MNRF, Conservation Authority, the Municipality and IO Heritage Staff.  It should also be included if you are consulting with stakeholders who may have information to share such as municipal heritage committees, local natural heritage organizations, etc.

All the “Topics” relevant to the party being contacted should be listed and they should match those identified in Part IV of the C&D Report.  e.g.

Existing Land Use Status
Environmental Condition of the Property
Environmentally Significant Areas
Distinctive Environmental Features
Servicing Capacity
Cultural Heritage
Socio-Economic Effects
Other Environmental Effects and Other issues 





		Topic

		IO Information

		Stakeholder Information



		Existing Land Use Status

		

		



		Environmental Condition of the Property

		

		



		Environmentally Significant Areas

		

		



		Distinctive Environmental Features

		

		



		Servicing Capacity

		

		



		Cultural Heritage

		

		



		Socio-Economic Effects

		

		



		Other Environmental Effects and Other issues

		

		



		Source Water Protection

		

		



		Climate Change

		

		








Table 2:  Summary of Potential Environmental Effects and Proposed Mitigation and Monitoring Measures 	Comment by Brown, Joanna (IO): This table would become Table 1 for consultations with the general public.

This table should be consistent for all parties consulted.  It is meant to be a high level summary of the results of the Seven Point Analysis, Potential Environmental Effects and Mitigation and Monitoring Measures (see STEP B3, p. 17)

If there are no anticipated environmental effects under a given topic, then this should be stated.





		Potential Environmental Effects

		Proposed Mitigation and Monitoring Measures

		Stakeholder Comments 



		Existing Land Use Status



		

		

		



		

		

		



		Environmental Condition of the Property



		

		

		



		

		

		



		Environmentally Significant Areas



		

		

		



		

		

		



		Distinctive Environmental Features



		

		

		



		

		

		



		Servicing Capacity



		

		

		



		

		

		



		Cultural Heritage 



		

		

		



		

		

		



		Socio-Economic Effects



		

		

		



		

		

		



		Other Environmental Effects and Other Issues



		

		

		



		

		

		



		Source Water Protection



		

		

		



		

		

		



		Climate Change



		

		

		



		

		

		



















Memo:  Guidance – Consulting with Directly Affected Parties and the Public for Category B Projects

Appendix B: Template Letter

Approved June 29 2018






 


 
 


Memo:  Guidance – Consulting with Directly Affected Parties and the Public for Category B Projects 
Approved June 29 2018 


 


Memorandum 
 


T o :  File  


Fro m :  Joanna Brown, Environmental Specialist  


Re :  Guidance – Consulting with Directly Affected Parties 
and the Public for Category B Projects 


 


Da te :  June 8 2018  
 


 


Background 
 


The “Steps” in this document refer to the steps of the Category B methodology in the Ministry of 
Infrastructure Public Work Class Environmental Assessment (MOI PW Class EA). 


Step B3: Consult with Directly Affected Parties and the Public defines the information that must 
be shared with stakeholders at the point of consultation.  It specifically states that, 


“…directly affected parties must be contacted and provided with a written 
description of the undertaking, its needs, purpose, scope and timing, as well as 
the conclusions of the seven point analysis, including any problems identified 
and planned mitigation measures” (MOI PW Class EA, p. 17).   


Because there is overlap between organizations that are sources of information and directly 
affected parties, IO has historically streamlined its communications by combining Step B2: 
Description of Environmental Effects, Mitigation and Monitoring (information gathering and 
analysis) with Step B3: Consult with Directly Affected Parties and the Public (consultation).   


This memo provides guidance to help Environmental Assessment Practitioners (EA Practitioners) 
meet the intent of Step B3 while continuing to streamline information gathering from, and 
consultation with, stakeholders and directly affected parties. 


Application 
 
In order to meet the intent of Step B3, it is critical that EA Practitioners complete some initial 
information gathering and analysis.  For simple Category B undertakings, it is anticipated that 
this could be completed within one week.   
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Project Initiation  
Before commencing the Class EA for a project, it is important that the EA Practitioner be familiar 
with the project and the status of any work completed (e.g., feasibility studies) that may be 
relevant to the Class EA.  As a basic guide, the EA Practitioner should meet with the project 
manager/project team to confirm the following:  
 


1. Project Name and Number 
 
2. Project Description:  This should include, but not be limited to,  


- A preliminary description of all activities to be carried out as part of the project.   
- The need and purpose of the project. 
- The proposed project timing. 
- The site location and identification of site areas to be impacted by the project, 


including a map.  The impacted areas should include not only the work area, but 
also transportation routes, staging areas, storage, etc. 


- Preliminary drawing(s) of the proposed project design if available. 
 


3. Existing Studies:  Any studies conducted to support the project that are relevant to the 
Class EA.  See Appendix A for examples.  
 


4. Records of Previous Consultation:  If any consultations were undertaken with 
stakeholders during the planning stage of the project, or for previous projects at the 
site, these should be shared with the EA Practitioner. Previous consultations are more 
common for large projects. 
 


5. List of Directed Affected Parties:  Ask the project manager/project team if they are 
aware of any parties who may be directly affected by the proposed work (e.g. adjacent 
landowners, site tenants, general public). 


 


Step B1: Describe the Undertaking  


Building on the information gathered during Project Initiation, EA Practitioners should document 
the full scope of the undertaking.  This should include the clear identification of the pre-defined 
undertakings from PW Class EA that are being assessed, as well as any other undertakings.  For 
example:  


Pre-defined undertakings: Demolition, Decommissioning, Landscaping, etc. (see Figure 
2.2 in the MOI PW Class EA) 
 
Other Undertakings:  Removal of designated substances, removal and/or capping of site 
services and grading and reseeding.  May also include the removal or addition of 
infrastructure (tanks, septic systems, wells, sidewalks, lighting, parking lots, access 
roads).   
 


EA Practitioners should have project managers agree with and/or sign off on the Practitioner’s 
description of the project. 
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Information-gathering 


Using the Seven Point Site-Specific Analysis1 (as seen in the Consultation and Documentation 
Report or C&D Report) as a guide, the EA Practitioners will also gather additional information to 
set the context for the undertaking at this stage.   This consists of describing the conditions 
within the work area and study area using existing data sources such as reports (Phase One and 
Two Environmental Site Assessments, Species at Risk Reports, Archaeological Assessments, 
Cultural Heritage, Evaluations, Strategic Conservation Plans, Heritage Impact Assessments, etc.) 
and internet resources (Official Plans, Zoning By-Laws, Natural Heritage Information Centre, 
Conservation Authority Mapping, Sourcewater Protection Plans and Mapping, Canada Land 
Inventory, etc.)  See Appendix A for a list of suggested resources.  Table 1 of Appendix B should 
be used to document the information gathering completed to facilitate information gathering 
with stakeholders. 


Information gathering from key agency stakeholders (Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry, Municipal Government, Conservation Authority, Municipal and Provincial Heritage 
Staff, others where relevant) has been incorporated into Step B3 below to streamline the 
information gathering and consultation with these parties.   


NOTE:  Although not specifically identified in the Seven Point Site-Specific Analysis, Sourcewater 
Protection and Climate Change must be considered in the analysis.  


 


Step B2: Description of Environmental Effects, Mitigation and Monitoring 


Once the information above has been collected, EA Practitioners are ready to consider the 
potential environmental effects associated with an undertaking and related mitigation and/or 
monitoring measures to minimize and/or eliminate adverse effects.  In addition to reviewing the 
information gathered, EA practitioners are encouraged to review similar completed Class EAs 
and discuss issues with colleagues. 


Examples of mitigation and monitoring measures are provided below:  


- Environmentally Significant Areas:  Where there is the potential for adverse effects to a 
Species at Risk (SAR), mitigation measures would include conducting surveys to 
determine the presence/absence of SAR and working with the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry to define next steps if these species are present, such as 
permitting requirements and appropriate other mitigation measures. Committing to 
specific habitat compensation may be premature.  The associated monitoring should 
explain that IO will confirm that surveys have been conducted and permits were 
obtained (if necessary) before work is carried out. 
 


- Other Environmental Effects and Other Issues:  Identify common construction impacts 
(e.g. noise, dust, H&S, vibration, waste management) and commit to incorporating 
mitigation and monitoring measures into project specifications where appropriate.  
Providing specific details may be premature. 
 


                                                             
1 The MOECC now requires the Seven Point Site-Specific Analysis to also address sourcewater protection 
and climate change. 
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- Distinctive Environmental Features:  Where a water body has been identified that may 


be impacted by physical works, it is appropriate to note generic mitigation measures 
such as erosion and sediment control and associated monitoring measures.   


Table 2 of the Template Letter (see Appendix B) should be used to document the findings and 
facilitate consultation. 


Although not necessary, populating the C&D Report (notably, Part III and IV) may be useful at 
this stage. 


 
Step B3: Consult with Directly Affected Agencies and the Public 
Having completed the steps above, an EA Practitioner should verify that the following is 
available prior to commencing consultation: 


• written description of the undertaking (this should be confirmed with the project 
manager/project team prior to circulation – Step B1); 


• its needs, purpose, scope and timing (Step B1); and  
• the conclusions of the seven point analysis, including any problems identified and 


planned mitigation and monitoring measures (Step B2) 


A template has been provided in Appendix B to provide EA Practitioners with a standard 
approach to information gathering and consultation.  EA Practitioners are encouraged to use the 
template whenever possible to ensure compliance with Step B3 and consistency in consultation 
between EA Practitioners.   


An example of how to use the template letter is included in Appendix C.
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Appendix A:  Suggested Sources of Information 


Class EA Topic Online Sources of Information Other Sources of Information2 
1. Existing Land Use Status 
• Planning context  
• Official Plan designations 
• Zoning 
• Agricultural lands 
• Floodplains 
• Transportation routes 


• Official Plans 
• Regional Plans 
• Sourcewater Protection Plans 
• Conservation Authority mapping 
• Canada Land Inventory website 
• Google maps 


• Livelink 
• Planning memos and studies prepared by IO’s 


Planning Group 


2. Environmental Condition of the 
Property 


• Soil contamination 
• Groundwater contamination 
• Designated substances  
• Hazardous materials 


• MOECC Records of Site Condition 
Database 


• LiveLink 
• Phase One ESAs 
• Phase Two ESAs 
• Asbestos and designated substance surveys 
• Site visit 
• Interviews with the project team, facility 


managers and/or on site staff 
3. Environmentally Significant Areas 
• Provincially significant wetlands 
• ANSIs 
• ESAs in official plans 
• Features designated in legislation such 


as Niagara Escarpment and Oak 
Ridges Moraine 


• Species at risk and their habitats 
• Significant woodlands (municipal) 
• Groundwater recharge areas 


• Natural Heritage Information Centre 
(NHIC) database 


• Livelink 
• Phase One ESAs 
• Natural Heritage Studies including species at risk 


surveys 
• Site visit 
• Interviews with the project team, facility manager 


and/or on site staff 


4. Distinctive Environmental Features 
• Floodplain 
• Hazard lands 
• Waterbodies (streams, lakes, rivers) 
• Wetlands 
• Woodlots 


• Conservation Authority mapping 
• Sourcewater Protection Plans 
• Google maps  


• Livelink 
• Phase One ESAs 
• Natural Heritage Studies 
• Site visit 
• Interviews with the project team, facility manager 


and/or on site staff 


                                                             
2 The availability of the reports listed should be requested upon assignment 
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Class EA Topic Online Sources of Information Other Sources of Information2 


• Significant topography (ravines, steep 
slopes) 


• Rock outcrops 
5. Servicing Capacity 
• Summary of municipal and other 


servicing (e.g. drinking water well, 
septic system, cisterns, tanks, roads, 
gas, hydro, etc.) 


• N/A • Livelink 
• Planning memos and studies prepared by IO’s 


Planning Group 
• Interviews with the project team, facility manager 


and/or on site staff 
• Functional services reports prepared for project 


(e.g., gas and hydro requirements) 
6. Cultural Heritage3  
• Built heritage 
• Cultural landscapes 
• Archaeology 
• Indigenous Communities 


• Municipal websites (heritage 
committees, heritage inventories, 
designated buildings) 


• Livelink 
• Cultural Heritage Evaluations 
• Strategic Conservation Plans 
• Heritage Impact Assessments 
• Archaeological Assessments 


7. Socio-economic effects • N/A • Description of area surrounding the project area 
• IO socio-economic analysis tool 


8. Other Environmental Effects and 
Other Issues 


• N/A • Interviews with the project team 
• Previous Class EA reports 


9. Source Water Protection • Source Water Protection 
Information Atlas provided by 
MOECC (see below) 


• Individual Source Water Protection 
Plans 


 


10. Climate Change • N/A • Interviews with the project team, 
So u r ce Water P rotection  Information Atlas p rovided by MOECC at 
h ttp s: / /ww w.gisapp lic ation .lrc .gov.on.ca/Sou rceWaterProtection/Index.html?site=SourceWaterProtection&viewer=SWPViewer& locale=en-US 


  


                                                             
3 The heritage status of the property should be confirmed upon project assignment 



https://www.gisapplication.lrc.gov.on.ca/SourceWaterProtection/Index.html?site=SourceWaterProtection&viewer=SWPViewer&locale=en-US
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Appendix B:  Template Letter (MS Word version also available) 
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DATE 
 
 
NAME(S) 
ORGANIZATION 
ADDRESS 
VIA EMAIL  
 
 
Dear NAME(S): 
 
RE:  Ministry of Infrastructure Public Work Class Environmental Assessment 


Proposed PROJECT at the BUILDING/PROPERTY located at ADDRESS/CITY (Project XXXX) 
 
The Ministry of the Environment (MOI) is the proponent of the proposed PROJECT at the 
BUILDING/PROPERTY located at ADDRESS/CITY (Project XXXX). This letter is to consult on the 
Category B Class Environmental Assessment being conducted by Infrastructure Ontario (IO) 
under the MOI Public Work Class Environmental Assessment (PW Class EA) for the Project.  
Please review the information below and provide input by DATE.  
 
Site Overview 
- Provide a brief overview of the site and surrounding area 
- Address, site details (e.g. number of buildings, landscaping, undeveloped areas, etc.) 
- At minimum, include reference to a site location map; consider also including a site map 


highlighting the area to be impacted by the undertaking(s) and photographs   
- At minimum, a map should be included – additional figures could be included as required 
 
Project Description 
- Provide an overview of the proposed project. 
- Include the main project and ancillary activities to support the project.  
 
Need, Purpose, Scope and Timing 
- Very brief overview of the need, purpose, scope and timing. 
- Where timing is uncertain, indicate that the schedule “will be dependent on XXXX” 
 
Information Gathering 
Table 1 summarizes the information IO has gathered regarding the Subject Site.  IO is seeking to 
confirm this information and to gather any new information that is available. Please use this 
Table to confirm IO’s information and/or to add new information for the site. 
 
  


Commented [BJ(1]: Wherever possible, use the 
terminology f rom the PW Class EA for pre-def ined 
undertakings (see Figure 2.2 Category listing Matrix) 


Commented [BJ(2]: This section would be removed for 
consultation with members of the general public.  
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Consultation 
Table 2 summarizes the potential environmental effects associated with this project and 
proposed mitigation measures.  IO is seeking input on any additional potential effects and 
associated mitigation and monitoring measures that we should consider.  Please use this Table 
to provide your input. 
 
If you have any input related to the project itself or are aware of any other parties who may be 
interested in the project, please provide this information in writing by DATE to the signatory 
below.   
 
Environmental Assessment Reporting 
The results of consultation, potential environmental effects, and any proposed ways to address 
them will be documented in the Consultation and Document Report that will be made available 
for public review. 
 
Freedom of Information 
Personal information – such as individual’s name plus address, telephone number or property 
location – is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act for the 
purposes of carrying out an assessment under the Public Work Class Environmental Assessment 
in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.  Any personal 
information you provide will become part of a  public record that is available to the general 
public unless you request that your personal information be confidential.  For more information, 
please contact the signatory below.  
 
Thank you for your assistance.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.  
 
Yours truly, 
 
NAME 
TITLE 
ORGANIZATION 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
 
  


Commented [BJ(3]: If  Information G athering above 
were removed (e.g. general public consultation), then this 
would be Table 1. 
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Figure 1:  Site Location Map (may include other maps as needed) 
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Table 1:  Information Gathering 


 
 


Topic IO Information Stakeholder Information 
Existing Land Use Status   
Environmental Condition of the 
Property 


  


Environmentally Significant Areas   
D istinctive Environmental Features   
Servicing Capacity   
Cultural Heritage   
Socio-Economic Effects   
Other Environmental Effects and 
Other issues 


  


Source Water Protection   
Climate Change   


  


Commented [BJ(4]: This table would be removed for 
general public consultation. 
 
This table should be included if you are gathering and/or 
confirming information with a stakeholder.  It  should always 
be included in consultations with the MNRF, Conservation 
Authority, the Municipality and IO Heritage Staff.  It  should 
also be included if you are consulting with stakeholders who 
may have information to share such as municipal heritage 
committees, local natural heritage organizations, etc. 
 
All the “Topics” relevant to the party being contacted should 
be listed and they should match those identified in Part IV of 
the C&D Report.  e.g. 
 
Existing Land Use Status 
Environmental Condition of the Property 
Environmentally Significant Areas 
Distinctive Environmental Features 
Servicing Capacity 
Cultural Heritage 
Socio-Economic Effects 
Other Environmental Effects and Other issues  







 
 


Memo:  Guidance – Consulting with D irectly Affected Parties and the Public for Category B Projects 
Appendix B: Template Letter 


Approved June 29 2018 
 


Table 2:  Summary of Potential Environmental Effects and Proposed Mitigation and Monitoring 
Measures  
 
 


Potential Environmental 
Effects 


Proposed Mitigation and 
Monitoring Measures 


Stakeholder Comments  


Existing Land Use Status 
   
   
Environmental Condition of the Property 
   
   
Environmentally Significant Areas 
   
   
Distinctive Environmental Features 
   
   
Servicing Capacity 
   
   
Cultural Heritage  
   
   
Socio-Economic Effects 
   
   
Other Environmental Effects and Other Issues 
   
   
Source Water Protection 
   
   
Climate Change 
   
   


 
 
 


Commented [BJ(5]: This table would become Table 1 
for consultations with the general public. 
 
This table should be consistent for all  parties consulted.  It  is 
meant to be a high level summary of the results of the Seven 
P oint Analysis, Potential Environmental Effects and 
Mitigation and Monitoring Measures (see STEP  B3, p. 17) 
 
If there are no anticipated environmental effects under a 
given topic, then this should be stated. 
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Appendix C:  Example Letter (MS Word version also available) 
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DATE 
 
 
NAME(S) 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
ADDRESS 
VIA EMAIL  
 
 
Dear NAME(S): 
 
RE:  Ministry of Infrastructure Public Work Class Environmental Assessment 


Proposed decommissioning and demolition of the Pumphouse at the Penetanguishene 
Mental Health Centre (Project XXXX) 


 
 
The Ministry of Infrastructure (MOI) is the proponent of the proposed decommissioning and 
demolition of the Pumphouse at the Penetanguishene Mental Health Centre (Project XXXX). This 
letter is to consult on the Category B Class Environmental Assessment being conducted by 
Infrastructure Ontario (IO) under the MOI Public Work Class Environmental Assessment (PW 
Class EA) for the Project.   Please review the information below and provide input by DATE.  
 
Site Overview 
The Penetanguishene Mental Health Centre is located at 500 Church Street in Penetanguishene 
and consists of 35 buildings and 215 acres of land (see figure 1).  The Pumphouse is located at 
the north end of the property on Church Street approximately 100m south of the adjacent water 
body (see figure 2).   
 
Project Description 
The project will involve the decommissioning and removal of equipment housed within the 
pumphouse building and demolition of the building.  Below ground foundations and a portion of 
the below ground tanks are expected to remain in place and filled with clean fill. Any physical 
infrastructure directly related to the building scheduled for demolition (e.g. parking lots, 
sidewalks, lighting) will be removed.  Building services will be capped and/or removed where no 
longer required and reconnected to the new building where appropriate.  Grading and 
reseeding will occur upon completion of the demolition. 
 
 
Need, Purpose, Scope and Timing 
The pumphouse at the Penetanguishene Mental Health Centre is no longer required because a 
new sewage treatment plant will constructed to service the facility.  Decommissioning and 
demolishing the pumphouse will minimize potential environmental and other liabilities.  
Construction is expected to begin in (season and year) and be completed by (season and year). 
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Information Gathering 
Table 1 summarizes the information IO has gathered regarding natural heritage for the subject 
Site.  IO is seeking to confirm this information and to gather any new information that is 
available. Please use this Table to confirm IO’s information and/or to add new information for 
the Site. 
 
Consultation 
Table 2 summarizes the potential environmental effects associated with this project and 
proposed mitigation measures.  IO is seeking input on the potential effects and associated 
mitigation and monitoring measures.  Please use this Table to provide your input. 
 
If you have any input related to the project itself or are aware of any other parties who may be 
interested in the project, please provide this information in writing by DATE to the signatory 
below.   
 
Environmental Assessment Reporting 
The results of consultation, potential environmental effects, and any proposed ways to address 
them will be documented in the Consultation and Document Report that will be made available 
for public review. 
 
Freedom of Information 
Personal information – such as individual’s name plus address, telephone number or property 
location – is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act for the 
purposes of carrying out an assessment under the Public Work Class Environmental Assessment 
in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.  Any personal 
information you provide will become part of a public record that is available to the general 
public unless you request that your personal information be confidential.  For more information, 
please contact the signatory below.  
 
 
Thank you for your assistance.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.  
 
Yours truly, 
 
Joanna Brown 
Environmental Specialist 
Infrastructure Ontario 
joanna.brown@infrastructureontario.ca 
  



mailto:joanna.brown@infrastructureontario.ca
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Figure 1:  Location of the Penetanguishene Mental Health Centre 
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Figure 2: Location of the Pumphouse 
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Table 1:  Information Gathering 


 
 


Topic IO Information Stakeholder Information 


Environmentally Significant Areas 
Wetlands None   
ANSIs None   
SAR and/or SAR Habitat A Natural Heritage Study from 2010 and 


NHIC review s indicate that there are 
records in the vicinity of this site for the 
Massassagua rattlesnake, Five-Lined 
skink, Lilypad clubtail, Peregrine falcon, 
Lake Sturgeon and Northern long-eared 
bat in the NHIC Database.  Barn 
sw allow s and bats are know n to use 
buildings as habitat but are not 
confirmed on site.  


 


Environmentally Signif icant Areas None   
Floodplains None   
Groundw ater Recharge/Discharge 
Areas 


No – The subject site is w ithin the 
Severn Sound Watershed but does not 
overlap w ith any vulnerable areas. 


 


Distinctive Environmental Features 
Other Distinctive Environmental 
Features (e.g. high groundw ater, 
w ells, streams, rivers, natural 
corridors, springs, ravines, rock 
outcrops, signif icant topography, 
etc.) 


Yes – Severn Sound (approx. 100m 
dow ngradient). 
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Table 2:  Summary of Potential Environmental Effects and Mitigation and Monitoring 
Measures 
 


Potential Environmental Effects Proposed Mitigation and Monitoring 
Measures 


Stakeholder Comments  


Existing Land Use Status 
None anticipated None required  
Environmental Condition of the Property 
Designated Substances: If designated 
substances occur in the building or 
equipment, there is the potential for 
disturbance.  


Designated substances w ill be 
removed from the building prior to 
demolition. All handling, management 
and disposal of these substances w ill 
occur in a manner consistent w ith 
health and safety and environmental 
regulations. The building w ill be 
inspected to confirm abatement has 
occur prior to demolition. 


 


Soil/Groundw ater:  If  material from the 
storage tanks remain in place follow ing 
demolition, it could impact the soil and/or 
groundw ater. 


The tanks w ill be cleaned prior to 
removal.  This w ill be confirmed prior 
to removal. 


 


Environmentally Significant Areas 
Species at Risk:  There is the potential to 
disturb species at risk and/or impact their 
habitat if  they are present in, on or 
around the building. 


A desktop analysis and inspection w ill 
be undertaken to identify the potential 
for SAR, and surveys w ill be 
completed as required to confirm 
presence/absence. If SAR and/or 
habitat is identif ied, the project team 
w ill w ork w ith MNRF to define 
appropriate mitigation, monitoring and 
permitting to be applied.   


 


Distinctive Environmental Features 
None anticipated None required  
Servicing Capacity 
None anticipated None required  
Cultural Heritage 
Cultural Heritage:  The broader site is 
identif ied as a provincial heritage 
property of provincial signif icance.  This 
building is not considered to be a 
contributor to the heritage fabric of the 
property nor is it located in the defined 
cultural heritage landscape, and thus no 
impacts to cultural heritage are 
anticipated. 


IO w ill secure the appropriate 
approvals prior to demolition including 
the consent of the Minister of Tourism, 
Culture and Sport as required under 
the Standards and Guidelines for the 
Conservation of Provincial Heritage.   
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Potential Environmental Effects Proposed Mitigation and Monitoring 
Measures 


Stakeholder Comments  


Socio-Economic Effects 
Construction:  There are common 
environmental effects associated w ith 
construction projects relating to topics 
such as noise, dust, health and safety 
and the handling of w aste materials.   
 


These w ill be handled through the 
delivery of the project in a manner 
consistent w ith local by-law s and 
through the development of 
specif ications that reference 
appropriate legislation, regulations and 
industry best practices.  Regular 
inspections w ill monitor application of 
these measures. 


 


Other Environmental Effects and Other Issues 
Water:  Disturbed soil and other debris 
could impact the w ater body 
approximately 100m dow ngradient.   


Erosion and sedimentation controls w ill 
be addressed specif ically w ithin the 
construction specif ications.  Regular 
inspections w ill be required to ensure 
they are in place and functioning 
properly.  


 


Climate Change 
In view  of the relatively small scale of this 
project, the signif icance of its potential 
environmental effects on climate change 
is expected to be minimal. 
 
Standard construction equipment and 
techniques w ill be used for construction.  
The emission of greenhouse gases from 
this equipment is expected to be 
minimal, and w ould be consistent w ith 
the use of similar equipment for short-
term construction projects. 


 
Stormw ater runoff from this area during 
and follow ing construction is not 
expected to be signif icant different from 
the current situation. 


No mitigation measures are 
anticipated. 
 
The design includes solid surface 
materials to coordinate w ith the 
existing pathw ays and provide 
seamless (and accessible) access to 
the monument area. Landscaped 
areas w ill be drained by w ay of a 
discrete w ater collection trough that 
w ill be integrated into the landscape 
design. 
 
No monitoring measures are 
anticipated. 
 


 


Source Water Protection 
The site occurs w ithin a Highly 
Vulnerable Aquifer Zone and overlaps 
w ith a Moderate Wellhead Protection 
Zone. If material from the storage tanks 
remain in place follow ing demolition, it 
could impact the soil and/or groundw ater. 


The tanks w ill be cleaned prior to 
removal.    
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		Step B3: Consult with Directly Affected Agencies and the Public






PROVINCIAL PUBLIC WORK CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS FOR THE MINISTRY OF INFRASTRUCTURE 


CONSULTATION AND DOCUMENTATION REPORT 

(C&D Report)

This report is completed and signed by Ministry of Infrastructure (MOI), Infrastructure Ontario (IO) or other Agency under MOI (MOI/IO/Agency) staff or its agents for all Category "B" and Category “C” undertakings.  This is an electronic form available from the MOI/IO/Agency.  The form is designed so that any field can be enlarged to incorporate all required information.  The form may be used in either electronic or hard copy form.  All questions must be addressed, as appropriate.  

Project Information 

		MOI/IO/Agency staff or service provider’s name:  



		Phone: 



		Project number and name:  






		PIMS Installation number (N#):




		PIMS Building (B#) or Land (P#) number(s):






		Brief description of undertaking (see Class EA list of undertakings and/or Appendix 1): 






		Review of alternatives to the undertaking (optional): Due to the nature of MOI activities, the assessment of alternatives to an undertaking is not examined under the Class EA for Category B Assessments.  


The assessment of alternatives has taken place within another planning framework or policy process by the client agency in the assessment of program needs. MEI Class Environmental Assessment Process, Section 4.2.







NOTE: All following sections must be completed if appropriate (e.g. If questions/sections are not applicable, N/A (Not Applicable) should be entered).

		PART I – PROJECT AND SITE DESCRIPTION



		1. Identify Undertaking(s)




		Property Management and Development

		Realty Transactions and Approvals



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Building Additions 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Building Alteration and Restor’n (Int & Ext)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Building Maintenance or Repair (Int & Ext)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Co-development Agreements

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Contaminant Search

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Construction of New Facility

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Decommissioning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Demolition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Design Services

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Feasibility Studies

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grounds Maintenance

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Landscaping


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reconstruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Relocation – Heritage Only 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Market & Realty Services


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Building Maintenance (Interior & Exterior)


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (describe):      

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Acquisition

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disposition


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disposition w/ESA, to Conservation Body

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disposition w/ESA, to Non-Conservation Body

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Easements

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Expropriations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Lease Purchase

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Leasing, or Licensing From, No Change in Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Letting, or Licensing To, No Change in Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Leasing, or Licensing From, w/Change in Use


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Letting, or Licensing To, w/Change in Use


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Planning Approvals (Land Development)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sale of Density or Air Rights

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Severance

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Voltage Rights (Power Poles & Guy Wires)


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (describe):      





		2 Client Ministry, Agency, Board or Commission: 



		3. Site Tenant: 



		4. Client's Intended Land Use for Site: 




		5. Site Description and Features (Attach Site Plan if available):      



		Legal Address (if available):



		Municipal Address: 




		Site Area: 



		Brief Description of Site Features (Optional):





		PART II – PROVISIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT CATEGORIZATION


(Ref: Class EA Section 2)



		1. Does client ministry/municipality have an applicable Class EA process or approval for the proposed undertaking?


    If YES, receive written confirmation from client that it intends to use its own process. (Document identified as Item 8 in Appendix 4 to be completed and kept in project file.) In this case, no further EA work is required by MOI/IO/Agency.


If NO, continue.

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No






		2. Identify provisional EA Category of Project using the Class EA, Fig.2.1 (Flowchart), Category Listing Matrix, and Appendix 1. 

    If Category is in doubt, use Class EA Table 2.1 Category Identification Table.


Provisional Category  FORMCHECKBOX 
 A   FORMCHECKBOX 
 B   FORMCHECKBOX 
 C  FORMCHECKBOX 
 D

		



		3. Provisional Environmental Assessment Categorization Summary


· For Category A projects, proceed without further EA action unless a heritage feature of the site or building is involved. 

· For Category B projects, complete remainder of this report and Sign-Off Declaration in Part V.


· For Category C projects, complete remainder of this report and Sign-Off Declaration in Part V and then refer to Class EA, Section 5 for next steps.




		





		PART III – SITE ANALYSIS, CONSULTATION AND DOCUMENTATION (“YES” answers require resolution in Part IV of this report. Ref: Class EA Section 4). 



		1. EXISTING LAND USE STATUS (Under “Source” give name & phone number of Authority contact that provided the information.  If information was derived from public records, give cross-reference.)

		



		a. Current Official Plan and Zoning Designations:      

Source
: Municipality



		



		b. Floodplain Designation:      

Source: CA

If yes, describe:

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No






		c. Designated Prime Agricultural Areas where Specialty Crop Lands and Prime Agricultural Lands (Class 1, 2 and 3) predominate:      

Source: Municipality

If yes, describe:      

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No






		d. Environmentally Significant Areas (ESAs):      

Source: MNR, CA, Municipality


If yes, describe:      

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No






		e. Surface or underground easements?


Source: Surveyor Title Search

If yes, describe:      

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No






		f. From the above contacts / research, in your opinion, will the undertaking require an application under the Planning Act to bring current land use into conformity with intended land use? 


If YES, has MOI/IO/Agency, or anyone else, applied for a change in land use under the Planning Act?

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A






		g. Directly adjacent to major transportation routes? 


If yes, describe and determine whether proposed undertaking will negatively impact local traffic:      



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No






		h. Canadian Environmental Assessment Act trigger? 

(For example, identified on the List of Physical Activities). 

If YES, follow federal-provincial co-ordination guidelines.

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No






		2. ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITION OF THE PROPERTY

		



		In order to complete this Section, the MOI/IO/Agency or its Service Provider has the option of completing a Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment Report (by a qualified assessor) or completing a visual Inspection.  


If a Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment report has been completed and is on file with MOI/IO/Agency please detail reference information:      

Describe resolution of any issues in Part IV.

		



		Site inspection date
:      



		a. Was there evidence on the land or in buildings of any of the following: (X for YES)



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Incineration


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Leaking or unprotected above ground storage tanks


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Stained surfaces


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Oily sheens on water


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Unprotected industrial drums


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 PCB ballasts/transformers


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Vegetation damage


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Underground storage tank(s)



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fill added


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Leaded paint (any building constructed prior to 1980 may contain leaded paint)


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Discarded batteries


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Friable asbestos


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pesticide/herbicide containers


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Signs of above-noted items on adjacent properties


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other potential contaminants (specify):      



		b. Record the results of environmental review or summarize Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment with respect to:

i. current and past uses of site:      

ii. adjacent uses
:       

iii. underground and aboveground storage tanks :      

iv. records of old landfills or previous complaints or violations on site:      

v. use of potentially hazardous substances on site:      

vi. other local findings (e.g. natural gas wells, radon gas, radioactivity, etc):      

vii. Have other contaminant assessments taken place on this site?


               If yes, reference information:      



		c. In your opinion, does the site contain evidence of actual contamination?


A “YES” answer is warranted if there is question of the nature or extent of contamination or the use of hazardous substances.


    If YES, document any proposed investigation in Part IV.

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No





		3. ENVIRONMENTALLY SIGNIFICANT AREAS (ESA) (Ref: Class EA, Glossary)



		These areas will consist of those that have been designated by any of the agencies listed in this Section.





		a. MNR Contact Name:                                           


Wetlands?


Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSIs)?

Habitats designated by Endangered Species Act?


Habitats designated or proposed of rare, vulnerable, threatened or endangered species?


Floodplains (MNR responsible for floodplain management where no Conservation


Authorities exist)?

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A



		b. Conservation Authority Contact Name:               


ESAs?


Floodplains?

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No



		c. Municipal Contact Name:                                    


ESA designation in Official Plans?


Groundwater recharge or discharge sites?

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No



		d. Is any portion of the property designated by the: 

i. Niagara Escarpment Plan as Natural or Rural Protection Area?


ii. Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan as Natural Core Area, Natural Linkage Area and/or as a Key Natural Heritage Feature?

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No






		e. Is any part of the property an ESA?


Is site adjacent to an ESA?

If No, proceed to 4.


If YES, describe:      

Source: MNR, CA, Municipality




		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No






		f.  If the site is part of an ESA, and a sale or disposal is intended, is the purchaser


a conservation body, and if so, is the intended use for conservation purposes?




		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A



		g. In your opinion, based on the above contacts and any current, relevant MOI/IO/Agency feasibility studies, could the intended undertaking cause any local, long term changes significant enough to threaten the ESA?


If YES, document measures to mitigate such impacts in Part IV, OR proceed with a Category C assessment.

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A



		4. DISTINCTIVE ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES



		a. Does visual inspection or research reveal any natural features (other than ESAs noted above) such as floodplain, high groundwater level, groundwater wells, streams, rivers, natural corridors (e.g., hedgerows), woodlots, wetlands, springs, water bodies, topography, prevailing slope direction, steep slopes, ravines, and rock outcrops? 


If NO, then proceed to b.


If YES, describe:     

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No






		b. Do municipal or other authorities or interest groups contacted above identify any Distinctive Environmental Features as described in 4 a. above that warrant protection? 


If NO, then proceed to c.


If YES, describe:      

Source: MNR, CA, Municipality 

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A



		c. Is there a potential to impact any species at risk and their habitats, as designated by the Species at Risk Act and the Endangered Species Act? 

   Source: MNR, CA, Municipality

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No



		d. In your opinion, would any of the observed features be affected by the implementation of the undertaking as currently planned? 


If YES, describe effects and any required mitigation and monitoring in Part IV, below.

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A



		5. SERVICING CAPACITY RE: SEWERAGE, WATER, ROADS, GAS, HYDRO, ETC.



		a. Is a septic system present?

b. Is a new septic system proposed or is expansion proposed to existing system?  


If YES, note in Part IV and if applicable, attach technical research supporting site's capacity to sustain a septic system.

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No



		b. Is potable groundwater well(s) present or proposed? 


If NO, then proceed to d.


c. Is groundwater used for potable purposes?


If NO, specify why and if applicable, note in "Contaminants" section above and describe resolution in Part IV, below. 

If YES, and if the proposed undertaking is anticipated to cause any negative effects to local potable water supply(ies), describe resolution in Part IV, below.

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A






		d. Based on information gathered, will the undertaking require new or different servicing? 


If YES, specify anticipated resolution of new or different service in Part IV, below.




		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No



		6A. BUILT HERITAGE/CULTURAL LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS 



		Background

		



		a. Are there any building(s) present on the subject property?


If NO, then proceed to c.


b. What is the date of construction of the building(s)?


Source:      

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No



		Protection and Recognition

		



		c.  Is the property (check all applicable): 


i. Designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, or


ii. Listed under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, or


iii. Part of a conservation district under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act?


iv. Subject to a municipal heritage easement?


v. Subject to an Ontario Heritage Trust easement?


If YES, provide reference(s): 

Contact MOI/IO/Agency heritage staff for information to complete this section, as required.


For each protection mechanism describe whether or not it will affect the undertaking. 


If the protection mechanism affects the undertaking, document the appropriate mitigation measures in Part IV of this document.  

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No






		MOI/IO/Agency Heritage Management Process (to be completed with information supplied by MOI/IO/Agency Heritage Staff)


MOI/IO/Agency Heritage Staff Contact Name:                                           

		



		d. Has the local community been contacted regarding heritage interest in the property?  


If YES, provide contact information and response:


If NO, provide rationale:      

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No






		e. Has the building/property been the subject of an MOI/IO/Agency heritage evaluation?


If YES, provide reference:      

If NO, document findings of MOI/IO/Agency Heritage Staff review and relevant effects in Part IV of the document and proceed to h. 

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No






		f. Have the recommendations in the MOI/IO/Agency heritage evaluation been confirmed by the MOI/IO/Agency?


If NO, contact MOI/IO/Agency heritage staff and document appropriate mitigation measures in Part IV of this document, proceed to g.  


    If YES, is this an MOI/IO/Agency Heritage Place?


If NO, this property is not considered an MOI/IO/Agency Heritage Property; proceed to 6B. 

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A






		g. If the property is an MOI/IO/Agency Heritage Place, is there an MOI/IO/Agency Conservation Plan?


If NO, contact MOI/IO/Agency heritage staff and document appropriate mitigation measures in Part IV of this document).


    If YES, is the undertaking accommodated by the Plan? 


If NO, contact MOI/IO/Agency heritage staff and document appropriate mitigation measures in Part IV of this document.   

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A






		6B. ARCHAEOLOGICAL ANALYSIS (Applies to all projects)

		



		h. Does this property have archaeological potential according to MOI/IO/Agency heritage staff or as per the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport’s Standard and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists 2012 ‘Determining Archaeological Potential’ or as per existing archaeological reports for the property? 




		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No






		i.  Will the undertaking:


i. Cause a below grade ground disturbance (i.e., site grading, trenching)?


ii. Involve new construction?


iii. Involve a disposition (sale or transfer), easement, or acquisition?


If YES (or unknown), procure or request MOI/IO/Agency heritage staff  to assist in reviewing existing reports/procuring a licensed archaeologist to conduct a Stage 1 & 2 Archaeological Assessment and provide the draft final report to IO heritage staff for comment and direction.

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No



		j. Aboriginal Engagement: MOI/IO/Agency has a statutory duty to accommodate aboriginal interests that may be articulated by the Class EA process.


Are there likely Aboriginal interests based on geographical proximity or cultural affiliation (via archaeological evidence) for the property/undertaking that may be adversely affected by the proposed undertaking?


   If YES or UNKNOWN, contact IO heritage staff for direction and include resolution in  


   Part IV.

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A



		6C ARTWORK (Not Applicable for Undeveloped Land)

		



		k. Are there any murals, artwork, sculptures, stained glass, or other similar features present in the location of the undertaking?


    If YES, does the Archives of Ontario consider the artwork significant? 


Include reply on file and, if YES, describe effects, mitigation and monitoring requirements in Part IV.

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A





		7. SOCIO-ECONOMIC EFFECTS (use MOI/IO/Agency electronic socio-economic analysis tool as needed)

		



		a. Does the undertaking involve an application under the Planning Act?

If NO, proceed to b.


If YES, then defer socio-economic analysis to planning approval process and proceed to Part IV.

b. Could the undertaking cause significant long-term changes to the social structure or the demographic characteristics of the surrounding community?


If the answer to this Question is YES then there must be a study completed to assess the impacts and identify mitigation and monitoring requirements.  

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
No


 FORMCHECKBOX 
N/A








		PART IV – ANALYSIS OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS, AND REQUIRED MITIGATION AND MONITORING (Ref: Section 7 of Class EA)



		Part IV of the C&D Report is used to discuss environmental effects and identify any required mitigation and monitoring that, when implemented, would negate or reduce the significance of any environmental effects. 



See Appendix A for a list of parties contacted.  See Appendix B for a list of issues raised and resolutions.






		1. EXISTING LAND USE STATUS (e.g. Planning Policies, etc.)

Summary of Environmental Effects:      

Mitigation Measures:      

Monitoring Measures:      





		2. ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITION OF THE PROPERTY


Summary of Environmental Effects:      

Mitigation Measures:      

Monitoring Measures:      





		3. ENVIRONMENTALLY SIGNIFICANT AREAS


Summary of Environmental Effects:      

Mitigation Measures:      

Monitoring Measures:      





		4. DISTINCTIVE ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES


Summary of Environmental Effects:      

Mitigation Measures:      

Monitoring Measures:      





		5. SERVICING CAPACITY


Summary of Environmental Effects:      

Mitigation Measures:      

Monitoring Measures:      





		6A. BUILT HERITAGE ANALYSIS


Summary of Environmental Effects:      

Mitigation Measures:      

Monitoring Measures:      

6B. ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND FIRST NATIONS ANALYSIS (see Part III, Section 6B for Declaration on the Protection of Archaeological Resources)


Summary of Environmental Effects:      

Mitigation Measures:      

Monitoring Measures:      

6C.  ART WORK


Summary of Environmental Effects:      

Mitigation Measures:      

Monitoring Measures:      





		7. SOCIO-ECONOMIC EFFECTS (attach or have on file, completed MOI/IO/Agency socio-economic analysis tool as needed)

Summary of Environmental Effects:      

Mitigation Measures:      

Monitoring Measures:      





		8.OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS AND OTHER ISSUES


Summary of Environmental Effects:      

Mitigation Measures:      

Monitoring Measures:      







		PART V – CONFIRMATION OF CATEGORY OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND SIGN-OFF DECLARATION



		I hereby certify, to the best of my knowledge at this date, that the above description of the undertaking and affected site is correct, and that relevant directly affected parties noted in this C&D Report have been consulted by MOI/IO/Agency. The issues raised by the directly affected parties with regard to the above seven point site-specific analysis, including any environmental effects, mitigation, net effects and monitoring have been dealt with as described in this C&D Report and any appended attachments. The results of these investigations conclude that the undertaking(s) qualifies to be assessed under the Class EA process for MOI/IO/Agency as a:


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Category B Undertaking


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Category C Undertaking (Requires the Completion of an Environmental Study Report)






		………………………………………………………..


NAME AND SIGNATURE OF RESPONSIBLE MOI/IO/AGENCY SERVICE PROVIDER(S)/ENVIRONMENTAL PRACTIONER:


………………………………………………………..


NAME AND SIGNATURE OF RESPONSIBLE PROJECT MANAGER:




		………………………………………………………………


DATE:      

………………………………………………………………


DATE:      



		Project Number and Name: 






Technical Reports


This C&D Report has summarized the relevant findings from technical reports that were used to inform this Class EA. These reports have not been appended to this C&D Report but may be made available to the public upon request (e.g. FOI request).  See Appendix C.

Appendix A: List of Parties Contacted and Meetings Held During Consultation Stage


		Name of Ministry/Agency/Department/ Organization

		Name

		Contact Information (optional)

		Consultation Method

		Response Received? (Yes or No)




		Comments or Concerns Received? (Yes or No)


(If “Yes”, provide information in Appendix B)



		Federal



		



		Provincial



		

		

		 

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		



		Municipal



		

		

		

		

		

		



		Indigenous

		

		

		



		



		Other Interested Stakeholders

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		





		Location and Date

		Consultation Method


		Comments



		

		

		



		

		

		





Appendix B: Comments/Concerns/Issues and Resolutions


		Comments/Concerns/Issues

		Resolutions




		1. EXISTING LAND USE STATUS



		

		



		

		



		2. ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITION OF THE PROPERTY



		

		



		

		



		3. ENVIRONMENTALLY SIGNIFICANT AREAS






		

		



		4. DISTINCTIVE ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES



		

		



		

		



		5. SERVICING CAPACITY



		

		



		

		



		6A. BUILT HERITAGE ANALYSIS



		

		



		

		



		6B. ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND FIRST NATIONS ANALYSIS



		

		



		

		



		6C.  ART WORK



		

		



		

		



		7. SOCIO-ECONOMIC EFFECTS



		

		



		

		



		8.OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS AND OTHER ISSUES



		

		



		

		





Appendix C: List of Technical Reports


�IO will provide 


�IO will provide 


�Please check off the correct boxes 


�Insert IO undertaking 


��If there is no municipal address, state: “There is no legal address associated with this Site, however the closest intersection is ___”





��Name, Position, Contact Information (Email and/or Phone with extension)





�List all stakeholders that have identified the presence of an ESA


�Insert date from Phase 1 ESA


�Please list adjacent uses to the north, east, south, and west of the site.


�IO will provide 


�Open house, public information centre, workshop, meetings, etc.


�The C&D Report will set out:


 …


 Brief description of issues and concerns raised


 How these were addressed or resolved





If no concerns were raised during the consultation, this should be noted.





Source:  PW Class EA.  Section 4.2, Page 18


�


Approaches for Resolution


When any specific concern is raised, …attempt to resolve through discussion, further research and field investigations, redesign, mitigation measures, etc.


Source: PW Class EA.  Section 4.2, Page 17.





MOECC Code of Practice on Consultation also requires the following:


Explanations where the proponent decided not to respond to concerns raised in the manner proposed by the participant.





PAGE  

1

Last updated: 




RoE Log Example

		Record of Consultation Log Template Example

																		Fill out these columns if specific issues were raised in the engagement

		RoE Tracking #		Project Phase(s)		Community/
Organization		Date		Method of Engagement		From		To		Summary of Engagement1 2		Issues Recorded		Response to Issue
How Issues Have Been Addressed or Propose to be Addressed		Status of Issue		Date Action Completed		Notes

		1		Identify the applicable project for this engagement activity including Class EA activities and non class ea activities that deal with topics outside of the EA processes but may inform the Crown assessment (e.g. business arrangements)		Name of the Indigenous community or organization being engaged		Chronological order (or reverse chrono)		For example: Meeting, Email, Letter, Phone Call, Site Visit, Open House, Community Event, Mass Mailout, Drop-in Visit/Casual Meeting, Workshop, Hand Delivery, etc.		Include all names and organizations		Include all names and organizations 
E.g. Chief (X First Nation), person 2 (ministry), person 3 (Ministry)		Brief summary of the purpose of the engagement -- 1-4 sentences		If any issues were raised in the engagement, provide brief summary of the issues raised related to the EA or the project - 1-10 sentences		Summary of response from Proponent, including any answers provided to questions, commitments to provide additional information, commitments to follow up		Indicate whether the issue has been resolved and follow up has been completed or ongoing

		2

		3

		4

		5















		Notes:

		1 The Crown will require proof of Indigenous communities receiving key documents or substantive project information (e.g. EA reports, public meeting notices) -- this can be summarized in this log where appropriate, with supporting documentation in the full Record of Engagement.



		2 The Crown will require records of the proponent's follow up efforts for project milestones -- this can be summarized in this log where appropriate, with supporting documentation in the full Record of Engagement.











































 complete.  Consultation is only undertaken with directly affected parties and at a minimum typically
 includes the Municipality, the Region, MNRF, and applicable Conservation Authority.
 
The  attached  “Consulting  with  Directly  Affected  Parties”  documents  provide  guidance  on  the
  consultation  letters  to  be  sent  out.  Please  fill  out  the  template  letters  for  the  identified
  stakeholders,  and  send  drafts  of  these  letters  to  Cory  Ostrowka  (contact  information  below)  for
 review prior to sending them to the stakeholders. Further guidance on commencing the EA will be
 given at that time.
 
Kaye Boucher (IO archaeologist) wanted me to pass along the attached indigenous consultation log. 
 She indicate that MOI has told her that she can distribute the list of Indigenous Communities that
 the Duty To Consult will be triggered with to you so that will be forthcoming. 
 
If you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.
 
Additional  in-depth information on our requirements  is  included in this email below.   You can also
 download the MOI Public Work Class EA guidance document and view posted EAs for examples at:
 
http://www.infrastructureontario.ca/Public-Work-Class-Environmental-Assessment/
 
Thank you,
 
Cory Ostrowka, P. Eng.
Environmental Specialist
Infrastructure Ontario
Realty and Portfolio Planning - Environmental Management
 
*Email: cory.ostrowka@infrastructureontario.ca
'Office: 416-212-6976

'Mobile: 416-571-8294
 
We require electronic versions of these documents:
 
Category “B” Environmental Assessment:
The proponent is required to ensure that IO’s Consultation and Documentation (C and D) record
 required for IO’s Category B Environmental Assessment is completed.  Once the C and D record is
 completed, we will post the C and D record on IO’s website for 30 days (for public comment).  The
 EA will not be posted on  IO’s website without our approval.   We will provide the C and D record
 template and related templates and instructions to the required consultant.  We will work with the
  consultant  to  identify  which  stakeholders  to  contact  and  provide  general  instruction  on  how  to
  complete  the  C  and  D  report.    Please  ensure  that  the  winning  consultant  contacts  us  PRIOR  to
 commencing the EA and that they quote the associated project number (as identified in the subject
  line).   The proponent will also be required to pay any and all  fees associated with the EA.   Please
 note that we are to review and provide comments on the EA process from start to finish. 
 
Phase I ESA:

http://www.infrastructureontario.ca/Public-Work-Class-Environmental-Assessment/
mailto:cory.ostrowka@infrastructureontario.ca


The  Phase 1 ESA is obtained by hiring a consultant who is procured and paid for by the
 proponent.    The  Phase  I  Environmental  Site  Assessment  must  be  conducted  in  accordance  with
 Schedule D of the Revised Brownfield Regulation.  In addition to a site visit and interviews, the site
 history and records review shall include all the relevant sources to ensure compliance with Schedule
 D.  Although Part VII, of the amended reg,  is focused on risks to soil and groundwater, IO expects
 the Phase I ESA work will include investigation and comment on designated substances and typical
 hazardous building materials. This  is  intended  to capture  topics  such as asbestos, PCB-containing
 electrical equipment, lead-based paints, mercury containing materials, UFFI, mould, etc.  IO requires
 a report that presents the details of the Phase I investigation and meets the requirements of Table 1
 of  Schedule D, with additional  information  intended  to capture  the building materials mentioned
 above. With respect to Section 16(3)(c) of Schedule D, the likelihood of contaminants affecting the
  property  must  be  presented  as  either  high,  medium,  low  or  minimal  for  each  potential  risk
  identified.    Please  note  that  *full*  reliance  on  the  report  is  required  to  be  extended  to  IO  (Her
 Majesty the Queen) with a minimum liability cap of $1 million.  IO requires written confirmation of
 this and this MUST be integrated into the report.  IO will need to review the draft Phase I ESA prior
 to finalizing the document. 
 
Archaeological Assessment
In  addition  to  the  Phase  I  ESA,  an  Archaeological  Assessment  is  required  to  inform  the  C  and  D
  record.    The  proponent  is  also  required  to  procure  a  consultant  and  pay  for  the  Stage  I
  Archaeological  Assessment.    If  the  Stage  I  Archaeological  Assessment  identifies  that  a  Stage  II  is
 required, then the proponent is also required to procure and pay for this additional report as well,
 and, if required, any other additional work.  Please note that IO is required to be contacted prior to
 commencing a Stage III Archaeological Assessment work.
 

This email, including any attachments, is intended for the personal and confidential use of the
 recipient(s) named above. If you are not the intended recipient of the email, you are hereby
 notified that any dissemination or copying of this email and/or any attachment files is strictly
 prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please immediately notify the sender and
 arrange for the return of any and all copies and the permanent deletion of this message
 including any attachments, without reading it or making a copy. Thank you.

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email



From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: mylinh.duong@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:35:49 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter_MoI.pdf

Hello My Linh Duong,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:mylinh.duong@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.


")


")


")


Lake Superior


Fort William 
First Nation


Michipicoten
First Nation


PUKASKWA 
NATIONAL  PARK


Wawa


Dorion


Nipigon


Marathon
Schreiber Terrace Bay


White River


Thunder Bay


WAWA TS


LAKEHEAD TS


MARATHON TS
HIGHWAY 17


HIG HW


AY 1 1&
17


H
IG


HW
AY


11


HIGHWAY 101


HIG HWAY 17


Ojibways of 
Pic River 


First Nation


Red Rock 
Indian Band


Pays Plat 
First Nation


Pic Mobert 
First Nation


[1:900,000
0 20 40


km


Reference Route
Reference Route Alternative


") Transformer Station (TS)
First Nation Reserve







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: frank.dieterman@infrastructureontario.ca; alex.lye@infrastructureontario.ca;

 lisa.myslicki@infrastructureontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:37:33 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter IO.pdf

Hello Infrastructure Ontario,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:frank.dieterman@infrastructureontario.ca
mailto:alex.lye@infrastructureontario.ca
mailto:lisa.myslicki@infrastructureontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



Hydro One Networks Inc. 
 

483 Bay Street, North Tower, 12th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada  M5G 2P5 
 
Andrew Spencer 
Vice President, Transmission & Stations 
Telephone:  (416) 345-5742  
E-mail:  andrew.spencer@HydroOne.com  
              
 
August 27, 2018 
 
Ms. Anna Baggio 
Director, Conservation Planning 
Wildlands League 
A chapter of the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society 
Suite 380, 401 Richmond St. W.  
Toronto, ON M5V 3A8 
 
Dear Ms. Baggio,  
 
Thank you for the letter sent on August 21st regarding Hydro One’s proposed Lake Superior Link 
Project.  As you are aware, we are currently undergoing consultation on our revised draft Terms 
of Reference (ToR) for an individual Environmental Assessment under the Environmental 
Assessment Act.  We are also working with Parks Canada to fulfill our obligations under the 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act. 
 
This process allows for extensive consultation with all interested parties and we are pleased 
that you have contacted us to participate in this process.  As outlined in our ToR, our project 
scope includes both a route through Pukaskwa National Park utilizing our existing right-of-way, 
as well as an alternative route bypassing the park. 
 
We look forward to further engaging with Wildlands League.  Our Community Relations and 
Environmental Services staff will be reaching out to you shortly to arrange a meeting at your 
convenience to discuss how you can provide input into our consultation and studies.   
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Andrew Spencer  
Vice President, Transmission & Stations  
Hydro One Networks Inc.  
 
cc:   Steven Mantifel, Special Manager, Community Relations, Hydro One 
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Hydro One Networks Inc. 
Community Relations 
483 Bay Street 
South Tower, 6th Floor 
Toronto, ON  M5G 2P5 
 

 
Tel: 1-877-345-6799 
Community.Relations@HydroOne.com  

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.HydroOne.com 
 

 
 

August 29, 2018 
Ms. Maggie Nattress 
President 
West Loon Lake Campers’ Association 
Shuniah, Ontario 
 
Via Email 
 
Dear Maggie,  
 
Thank you for your letter on behalf of the West Loon Lake Campers’ Association dated August 21, 2018.   
 
We recognize the level of consultation that occurred with community members and we would like to 
reiterate that our preferred route remains the route that bypasses Loon Lake.  We have been asked to study 
an alternative route during our Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) which is why it has been included 
in our Terms of Reference document. Throughout the entire lifespan of planning and building electrical 
infrastructure, including during the EA, Hydro One makes all efforts to demonstrate thorough analysis of all 
factors along our reference route and reference route alternative sections.   
 
There is currently not an approved EA for the project but we will be using as much publicly available 
information as possible from previous consultation and studies when we assess the routes. Community input 
is important to us, and as the project goes through the regulatory process for approvals there will be 
additional opportunities for you to formally comment on the project. You will be able to provide comments 
during the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks public review period for our Terms of 
Reference, and during the Environmental Assessment stage.  
 
Your comments on the addition of a reference route alternative through Loon Lake have been noted in our 
records. We invite you to attend our Community Information Centre in Dorion on August 30th to discuss 
your concerns further. We are also planning to host a Community Information Session in the 
Shuniah/Thunder Bay area in the near future. As these details are finalized we will share with you and the 
West Loon Lake Campers’ Association. 
 
Should you have any further questions, comments or concerns please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
Hydro One Networks Inc.  

http://www.hydroone.com/
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August 29, 2018 

Mr. Will Goodman and Ms. Zoie Yurick 
East Loon Lake Campers’ Association Inc. 
Shuniah Township, Ontario   
 
Via Email 
 
Dear Will and Zoie,  
 
Thank you for your letter on behalf of the East Loon Lake Campers’ Association dated August 20, 2018. 
 
We recognize the level of consultation that occurred with community members and we would like to 
reiterate that our preferred route remains the route that bypasses Loon Lake.  We have been asked to study 
an alternative route during our Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) which is why it has been included 
in our Terms of Reference document. Throughout the entire lifespan of planning and building electrical 
infrastructure, including during the EA, Hydro One makes all efforts to demonstrate thorough analysis of all 
factors along our reference route and reference route alternative sections.  As the preferred route remains 
the bypass, at this time we have not undertaken a detailed analysis of construction needs, such as access 
roads, for the reference route alternative adjacent to Loon Lake. 
 
There is currently not an approved EA for the project but we will be using as much publicly available 
information as possible from previous consultation and studies when we assess the routes. Community input 
is important to us, and as the project goes through the regulatory process for approvals there will be 
additional opportunities for you to formally comment on the project. You will be able to provide comments 
during the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks public review period for our Terms of 
Reference, and during the Environmental Assessment stage.  
 
Your comments on the addition of a reference route alternative through Loon Lake have been noted in our 
records. We invite you to attend our Community Information Centre in Dorion on August 30th to discuss 
your concerns further. We are also planning to host a Community Information Session in the 
Shuniah/Thunder Bay area in the near future. As these details are finalized we will share with you and the 
East Loon Lake Campers’ Association.  
 
Should you have any further questions, comments or concerns please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 

http://www.hydroone.com/


From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: waynetocheri@shaw.ca
Subject: Alternative Reference Route in the Dorion Area

Hello Mr. Tocheri,
 
I would like to confirm receipt of your note, it has been documented in our records. We recognize
 the consultation that the community underwent to determine the bypass route around Loon Lake
 and Dorion. We have been asked to study an alternative route during our Environmental
 Assessment which is why it has been included in our revised draft Terms of Reference document.
 The inclusion of the reference route alternative in the Terms of Reference document allows the
 study of this alternative to be a part of the work plan for the Environmental Assessment. I would like
 to reiterate that the bypass route around Loon Lake and Dorion remains our preferred route.
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have additional questions.
 
Sincerely,
Melissa Fast
Hydro One Community Relations
1-877-345-6799
 

From: WAYNE TOCHERI [mailto:waynetocheri@shaw.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2018 8:53 AM
To: COMMUNITY Relations
Cc: Ed and Betty Chambers
Subject: Alternative Reference Route in the Dorion Area
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

 
Attention : Melissa Fast, Community Relations, Hydro One Networks Inc.
 
Thank you for your recent telephone call advising of Hydro One's intention to
 commence an alternative reference route for the East-West Tie Transmission Line
 through Dorion Township.
This communication is to advise, on behalf of the Dorion Concerned Citizens
 Committee (DCCC), that we are deeply disappointed in Hydro One's decision in this
 regard.
Our Committee was formed several years ago when the East-West Tie Transmission
 Line was proposed; and, Nextbridge (the organization formed to plan, develop, and
 manage the Line) indicated the proposed route would likely parallel an existing
 transmission line as much as possible.
 
Our citizens group comprises landowners both on and near the original
 selected parallel route. We met with Nextbridge officials many times over the study
 period.
It was clear to all interested parties - Nextbridge, affected property owners, Dorion

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:waynetocheri@shaw.ca
mailto:[mailto:waynetocheri@shaw.ca]


 Council and other landowners in Dorion - that there was absolutely no support for the
 proposed parallel utility line as it would seriously bisect our community and
 present further negative consequences.
 
In a sincere effort to seek a responsible solution, the DCCC met over many months
 with Dorion property owners and Council members to identify alternative routes
 which were then presented to Nextbridge for their consideration.
After numerous meetings and correspondence, a clear consensus was achieved
 which confirmed support for the "Dorion Loop" - a route behind the Ouimet
 Canyon.
This Dorion Loop route, supported by the new affected property owners as well
 as Dorion Council, and Dorion ratepayers in general, was in due course, fully
 embraced by Nextbridge as the preferred reference route.
While we understand your intention to examine a parallel route alternative, please be
 assured that the DCCC does not support a parallel alternative and will pursue all
 opportunity to oppose it.
Respectfully,
Wayne Tocheri
On Behalf of DCCC
(copy to Ed Chambers, Dorion Council Reeve) 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email



From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Lake Superior Link
Date: August 22, 2018 12:06:51 PM
Attachments: West Loon Letter to Hydro One Lake Superior Link TOR.docx

From: West Loon Lake Campers Association [mailto:wllcaexec@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2018 4:56 PM
To: COMMUNITY Relations
Subject: Lake Superior Link
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Please see the attached letter.
 
Sincerely, 
Maggie Nattress, President, West Loon Lake Campers Association

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:wllcaexec@gmail.com



August 21, 2018 



Melissa Fast

Community Relations

Hydro One Networks Inc. 

Re: Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project revised draft Terms of Reference  



Dear Melissa: 

This letter is written on behalf of the members of the West Loon Lake Campers Association (WWLCA) to convey the Association’s strong opposition to the Reference Route Alternative in the Dorion/Loon Lake Area proposed in the revised draft Terms of Reference. 

Loon Lake is a high-value recreational area with more than 200 seasonal and year round residential waterfront properties. The existing 230kV transmission line on the north shore of the lake is clearly visible from most properties. The towers and lines are both unsightly and take away from the beauty and natural surroundings of the Lake. Construction of a new transmission line in the existing transmission corridor will have a large negative impact on an area that provides cultural, recreational, social and economic benefit for a large population of residents.

The subject Reference Route Alternative Section was previously considered by Nextbridge Inc. during their EA study. It was later abandoned for a more favorable route near the Greenwich wind farm and Escape Lake Rd corridor. This route had many benefits including passage through predominantly Crown land, industrial road access, minimal impacts on recreational and residential properties, and minimal encroachment on many of the sensitive speckled trout lakes in the area. This is the Reference Route being considered by Hydro One and it is the only route that was presented by Hydro One during many public consultations.

Hydro One only recently introduced a new Reference Route Alternative Section. This was done without appropriate public information and consultation, and only 4 business days (Aug 15 – Aug 21) have been allowed for public comment. Hydro One has stated that the new Reference Route Alternative Section must be considered based on feedback received on the draft TOR from the MNRF, however documents and feedback made available to the public lack any rationale for the inclusion of the new route. 



It is the opinion of the WLLCA that Hydro One is attempting to re-establish the study of an inferior route with many significant and unwelcome impacts as a low-cost route option for the project, and clearly to the detriment of the residents Loon Lake area. As such, the WLLCA respectfully requests that Hydro One immediately remove this Reference Route Alternative Section from the draft TOR.



Sincerely,

Maggie Nattress, President

On behalf of the West Loon Lake Campers’ Association 













From: Melissa.Fast@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Lake Superior Link and Pukaskwa National Park
Date: August 21, 2018 1:44:26 PM
Attachments: image002.png

image004.png
image006.png
image008.png
Letter to Hydro One CEO re proposal thru Puk NP August 2018.pdf

From: Anna Baggio [mailto:anna@wildlandsleague.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2018 12:54 PM
To: COMMUNITY Relations
Subject: FW: Lake Superior Link and Pukaskwa National Park
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

 
Resending…
 

From: Anna Baggio 
Sent: August 21, 2018 12:36 PM
To: 'paul.dobson@hydroone.com' <paul.dobson@hydroone.com>
Cc: 'communityrelations@hydroone.com' <communityrelations@hydroone.com>;
 'regulatory@hydroone.com' <regulatory@hydroone.com>
Subject: Lake Superior Link and Pukaskwa National Park
 
Dear Mr. Dobson, please see attached letter regarding the preferred route of Hydro One through
 Pukaskwa National Park.
 
Thank you,
 
Anna Baggio
Director, Conservation Planning
Wildlands League
416-971-9453 ext 47
www.wildlandsleague.org
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this

mailto:Melissa.Fast@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:anna@wildlandsleague.org
mailto:paul.dobson@hydroone.com
mailto:communityrelations@hydroone.com
mailto:regulatory@hydroone.com
http://www.wildlandsleague.org/
https://twitter.com/BeWildON
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCR9Y4r80RLu55md3JJwYokQ
https://www.facebook.com/WildlandsLeague/
https://www.instagram.com/wildlandsleague/
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August 21, 2018 


Paul Dobson, Acting President and Chief Executive Officer and Chief Financial Officer 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 
483 Bay Street 
South Tower, 6th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2P5  
 
Via email: Paul.Dobson@HydroOne.com 


Dear Mr. Dobson, 


RE: Rejecting any renewed or replaced transmission within Pukaskwa National Park 


CPAWS Wildlands League is writing to urgently request that you avoid Pukaskwa National Park in the 


proposed Lake Superior Link Transmission Project. This Hydro One project is currently undergoing 


consultation on its revised draft Terms of Reference for an independent environmental assessment 


under the province’s Environmental Assessment Act and its preferred route would extend through the 


National Park.  


Wildlands League does not support renewing or replacing existing transmission through Pukaskwa 


National Park because it is inconsistent with the maintenance and restoration of ecological integrity (the 


first priority in managing all aspects of the Park). We urgently advise Hydro One to use an alternative 


around the Park called the Reference Route Alternative.  


Hydro One’s preferred route through the Park would delay restoration of the Park’s ecological integrity 


and ultimately lead to more fragmentation and disturbance within the Park. This is not in the public 


interest and not consistent with the first priority of maintaining and restoring ecological integrity. A line 


through the Park, including a proposal to renew or replace existing transmission, must be rejected 


because it would be moving park management in the wrong direction on the ecological integrity 


continuum. Hydro One must avoid Pukaskwa National Park and phase out the existing transmission line 


so the Park’s ecological integrity can be restored, allowing the Park to fulfill its proper role in helping to 


preserve the nation’s biodiversity. 


In May of this year, the Honourable Catherine McKenna, Minister of Environment and Climate Change, 


and Minister responsible for Parks Canada issued a formal declaration1 reaffirming that “ecological 


integrity is the first priority in considering all aspects of management of national parks – through 


focused investments, limiting development, and by working with Indigenous peoples, provinces and 


territories.” We welcome and support this statement as it reflects our long standing position too. 


                                                           
1 See https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/minister-mckenna-affirms-ecological-integrity-is-the-first-priority-
in-the-management-of-parks-canada-681944261.html 
 



https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/minister-mckenna-affirms-ecological-integrity-is-the-first-priority-in-the-management-of-parks-canada-681944261.html

https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/minister-mckenna-affirms-ecological-integrity-is-the-first-priority-in-the-management-of-parks-canada-681944261.html
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Wildlands League has been following the planning for East-West Tie Expansion Project. We shared our 


view over five years ago directly with proponent NextBridge Infrastructure that any proposed 


transmission line must avoid Pukaskwa National Park in order to maintain and restore the ecological 


integrity of the Park. We were pleased to see that proponent’s preferred route avoid the National Park. 


This is also consistent with Parks Canada’s direction in 2014 to not allow a study of a route through the 


Park by then Acting Field Superintendent R. Lessard. This was and still is the correct course of action. 


Limiting development in the Park is what’s needed at this time.  


As you may know, Canada is not immune to the biodiversity crisis gripping the planet. Our national parks 


are key anchors in our country’s protected areas network and we cannot allow them to continue to be 


degraded. We need them and other new protected areas if we are going to reverse the decline of 


biodiversity and meet our obligations under the Convention for Biological Diversity. Wildlands League 


strongly urges Hydro One to avoid Pukaskwa National Park in order to limit development within the 


Park, to demonstrate support for affirming maintenance and restoration of ecological integrity as the 


first priority for Park management, and to support the phase out of the existing transmission line so that 


the corridor and Park’s ecological integrity can be restored.  


We understand that Hydro One is committed to the communities it serves, and has been rated highly 


in Canada for its corporate citizenship, sustainability, and diversity initiatives. In order to maintain your 


reputation as a top utility in Canada for sustainability, we strongly advise you to avoid Pukaskwa 


National Park.   


Please feel free to call me if you have any questions or comments.  


Sincerely,  


 


Anna Baggio 
Director Conservation Planning 
 


Cc: Steven Mantifel, Special Manager, Community Relations, Hydro One 


Community.Relations@HydroOne.com and regulatory@HydroOne.com 
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From: zogo@shaw.ca
To: community.relations@HydroOne.com
Cc: minister.mecp@ontario.ca; wlandry@shuniah.org; dstewart@shuniah.org; dblunt@shuniah.org;

 dsmith@shuniah.org; rgiardetti@shuniah.org
Subject: letter of opposition to Hydro One proposed route along Loon Lake
Date: August 20, 2018 5:53:44 AM
Attachments: East Loon opposition to Hydro One Lake Superior Link.docx

*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. *** 

To:
Melissa Fast
Hydro One Community Relations
Re: Reference Route Alternative in the Dorion and Loon Lake Area
 (Twinning existing Hydro line along Loon Lake)

Good morning Melissa,

Please find attached a letter from the East Loon Lake Campers'
 Association.

The purpose of this letter is to comment on the draft Terms of
 Reference that will be submitted for review to the Ministry of
 Environment, Conservation and Parks, specifically on the new
 reference route alternative in the Loon Lake area that Hydro One now
 states it must consider.

Thank you,

Zoie Yurick
Secretary
Thunder Bay's East Loon Lake Campers' Association

mailto:zogo@shaw.ca
mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:minister.mecp@ontario.ca
mailto:wlandry@shuniah.org
mailto:dstewart@shuniah.org
mailto:dblunt@shuniah.org
mailto:dsmith@shuniah.org
mailto:rgiardetti@shuniah.org

To: 

Melissa Fast – Hydro One Community Relations

Re:	

Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project

Draft Terms of Reference

Reference Route Alternative in the Dorion and Loon Lake Area (Twinning existing Hydro line along Loon Lake)



This letter is written on behalf of the residents and campers at East Loon Lake to convey our opposition to the proposed alternative route outlined in the Draft Terms of Reference for the Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project.  This proposed alternative route would twin the existing Hydro transmission line that currently exists on the northern side of Loon Lake.   

We find it necessary to first point out that Loon Lake is not part of Dorion.  Loon Lake is situated in Shuniah Township.  It is necessary for you to recognize that we are a community separate from Dorion with our own set of concerns and objections.  

From 2014 to 2016, our Association met with Nextbridge representatives on several occasions within Shuniah and Thunder Bay to discuss our concerns with the proposed routing of the East West Tie adjacent to Loon Lake.  Please give our community the recognition that we deserve by holding future meetings, if required, to discuss the Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project in either Shuniah or Thunder Bay.

This spring, representatives of Hydro One held a community meeting at the Victoria Inn to share the draft Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link.  At that meeting, only one route from Thunder Bay to Dorion was presented.  This was the same path that Nextbridge had determined it would be using, and members of our Association were assured by Hydro One representatives at this meeting that Hydro One would follow this same path and would not twin the existing line along Loon.  Now that has all changed and we feel that Hydro One has misled our community.

Comments were made by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) during the review of the draft Terms of Reference.   The MNRF views the Lake Superior Link project as a new undertaking, completely separate from the Nextbridge project.  How can this be when Hydro One is now examining the exact same path that Nextbridge has already studied and rejected?

The draft Terms of Reference state that the project will “enhance safety and security of electrical supply” (4.2.1). With weather events becoming more severe and unpredictable, what would happen to a twinned transmission line that is struck by a tornado or ice storm?  Separating the transmission line to follow different paths would provide a greater guarantee that the security of the electrical supply would be protected.

Loon Lake is a beautiful lake steeped in history and tradition. Today, more than 200 families enjoy a wide-range of lake-based activities that provide a wealth of happy times and great memories.

	These families have been good stewards of the lake for almost a century. They created two, separate campers' associations that look after the interests of the lake's water quality and any development that threatens the integrity of the lake.

The East Loon Lake Campers’ Association is gravely concerned that Hydro One and its project could jeopardize much that we cherish about Loon Lake.

	Hydro One wants to build a second high voltage transmission line parallel to the one that currently runs along the North side of Loon Lake. That first line was erected in the 1960's by Ontario Hydro. It was built without giving notice to property owners at Loon Lake and with no environmental assessment.

 	In order to build this second line, we are concerned that East Loon Road would be used to access the project site.

		Our road is constantly used for many forms of active transportation all year round.  The safety of children and adults walking, jogging and biking would be at risk when forced to share the roads with all the traffic this project would bring.

	Our roadway was recently paved and is not designed for heavy equipment.  We are concerned that the roads may be damaged.  If damaged, will we, the property owners of Loon Lake, bear the burden of repairing our roads?

	The noise and vibration produced by this traffic on the roads would prevent everyone from enjoying their time at Loon Lake.  It also raises concerns that continuous heavy vibration would disrupt the water table and underground springs that feed the lake and wells around it.  

Hydro One states that the existing transmission line’s right-of-way would be widened and another set of towers would be erected.

	Doubling the right of way for this second transmission line means the creation of a vast clear cut path within the watershed of Loon Lake.  

	Loon Lake is in a bowl. The largest expanse of the watershed lies to the north and west of the lake. The proposed transmission corridor would run directly through this key portion of watershed.  

	As property owners living in this delicate bowl, we believe that disturbing the watershed on such a scale will create additional erosion, impacting the flow of surface water and groundwater flow into the lake.

	Many of us remember a clear-cut logging operation that occurred on the west and north end of Loon Lake a few years ago. 

	The heavy equipment on the land disrupted groundwater seeps into that portion of the lake. The water still doesn't flow to one, century-old shoreline artesian well.

	We also know of one cottage owner who had to spend ten thousand dollars to filter out the disturbed ground sulphur that ended up in his well water.

	Groundwater flow dynamics are very complex. Concrete footings are required to erect the towers. Blasting through bedrock to establish these footings could disrupt those sensitive groundwater seeps.

          Wells that supply drinking water to residents and campers could be affected both in the amount and quality of water they supply.  Disrupting this groundwater supply would also affect the health of the lake water.  

Disrupting both surface water and ground water would affect the aquatic life in Loon Lake, from the vegetation and tiny organisms at the base of the food chain up to the fish and waterfowl that rely upon them.  Loons, cormorants, eagles, bats and fish are just a few species that would be affected.

	It is important to remember that Loon is a speckled trout lake, dependent on the integrity of the flow of these underground seeps that make their way into the lake by way of underwater springs.

Clearing the right of way and the transmission line construction would affect the diverse vegetation and wildlife that exists here.  In addition, a doubled right-of-way will require double the amount of chemical herbicides to curb vegetation growth.  This will all flow downhill to the lake.  Again, what harm will this do to other vegetation in the area as well as the water quality of Loon Lake and its vegetation and wildlife?  Blueberry picking is an activity that campers have enjoyed for generations on this land and it would be damaged by this project. 

Members of the Loon Lake community have laid the ashes of deceased loved ones in the area of the proposed path.  These were spread with the belief that their family members would lie in peace close to the Lake that they had loved.  Construction of the proposed path would disturb those remains.

	Once erected, the towers will have a devastating visual impact on the sightline of Loon Lake. The path for the second set of towers is on higher ground, uphill from the existing line. Both the towers and the missing vegetation will be visible. A double set of towers would be visible down the entire length of the lake.

Whether it was generations ago or in the present day, the property owners at Loon Lake have worked very hard to purchase their land for the specific purpose of finding peace and enjoyment from lakeside living.

The desire of people to be at Loon Lake is directly linked to the health and beauty of Loon Lake.  If Hydro One proceeds with their proposed path, both the health and beauty will be diminished.  As a result, the value of the property at Loon Lake which we have cared for, will also diminish.

	The fact of the matter is that Loon Lake has already borne more than its share of the burden created by modern utilities. Besides the existing transmission line on the north shore of the lake, the CP Rail main line hugs the south shore. Just beyond the watershed is the Trans-Canada pipeline and a second power transmission line. Then there's the doubling of the Trans-Canada highway just to the south of that.

	Hydro One has made no secret that the proposed path along Loon Lake is the most efficient and cost effective. But at what cost to us?

	In 2016, when Nextbridge was considering the path along Loon Lake, a petition requesting that another path for this transmission line be found was circulated to residents and campers of Loon Lake.  A majority of property owners signed this petition making it clear that we want the proposed path moved outside of Loon Lake's watershed.

	We hope you will consider our concerns as your own.  We are asking Hydro One to follow the preferred route, away from Loon Lake, as determined by Nextbridge, and reject the proposal to twin the existing transmission line along Loon Lake. We ask this of you so that Loon Lake, its environment and community, can be preserved for the present and for years to come. 

 

Sincerely,

Thunder Bay’s East Loon Lake Campers’ Association Inc.



Will Goodman President

Zoie Yurick Secretary



Cc: Hon. Rod Phillips Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks

Cc: Shuniah Mayor Wendy Landry and Councillors  Duff Stewart, Donna Blunt, Don Smith and Ron Giardetti 







From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link - project update
Date: August 8, 2018 5:01:39 PM

Good afternoon,
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment
 of its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have
 now updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies,
 Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available
 on Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any
 further input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation community
 stakeholders will continue throughout the life of the project.
 
Should you have any questions or comments, or to provide input on the revised draft Terms of
 Reference, please contact me.
 
Sincerely,
Melissa Fast
Hydro One Community Relations
1-877-345-6799
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink


From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: admin@noma.on.ca
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link Project - Update
Date: August 7, 2018 4:17:32 PM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_notification_NOMA.pdf

Good afternoon Ms. Oliver:
 
Please see attached a notification letter that Hydro One has released a revised draft Terms of
 Reference (ToR) for our Lake Superior Link project.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate these to the NOMA membership?
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.
 

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:admin@noma.on.ca



 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 
Community Relations 
483 Bay Street 
South Tower, 6th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2P5 
www.HydroOne.com 
 


 
Tel:  1-877-345-6799 
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


August 7, 2018 
 
Ms. Kristen Oliver  
Executive Director  
Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association  
P.O. Box 10308  
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 6T8 
 
Via email 
 
 
Dear Ms. Oliver: 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with municipalities and 
community stakeholders will continue throughout the life of the project.  
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Steven Mantifel 
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: ccyr@wawa.cc
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link Project - Update
Date: August 7, 2018 3:55:22 PM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_Municipal notification_ADMA.pdf

Good afternoon Ms. Cyr:
 
Please see attached a notification letter that Hydro One has released a revised draft Terms of
 Reference for our Lake Superior Link project.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate these to members of the Algoma District Municipal Association?
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.
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August 7, 2018 
 
Ms. Cathy Cyr, Executive Director 
Algoma District Municipal Association 
c/o Municipality of Wawa 
40 Broadway Avenue, PO Box 500 
Wawa, ON P0S 1K0 
 
Via email 
 
 
Dear Ms. Cyr: 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with municipalities and 
community stakeholders will continue throughout the life of the project.  
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Steven Mantifel 
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: fonom.info@gmail.com
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link Project - Update
Date: August 7, 2018 4:01:17 PM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_notification_FONOM.pdf

Good afternoon Ms. Bain:
 
Please see attached a notification letter that Hydro One has released a revised draft Terms of
 Reference for our Lake Superior Link project.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate this to Ms. Stanley and members of FONOM? 
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.
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August 7, 2018 
 
Ms. Alison Stanley 
Executive Director 
Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 
 
Via email 
 
 
Dear Ms. Stanley: 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with municipalities and 
community stakeholders will continue throughout the life of the project.  
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Steven Mantifel 
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
cc. Ms. Deb Bain, Project & Operations Coordinator, Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: mforster@adsab.on.ca
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link Project - Update
Date: August 7, 2018 3:55:33 PM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_Municipal notification_Algoma DSAB .pdf

Good afternoon Mr. Forster:
 
Please see attached a notification letter that Hydro One has released a revised draft Terms of
 Reference for our Lake Superior Link project.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate these to members of the Algoma District Services Administration
 Board?
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.
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August 7, 2018 
 
Mr. Morley Forster, Board Chair 
Algoma District Services Administration Board 
1 Collver Road 
Thessalon, ON P0R 1L0 
 
Via email 
 
 
Dear Mr. Forster: 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with municipalities and 
community stakeholders will continue throughout the life of the project.  
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Steven Mantifel 
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: adele.claude@tbaytel.net
Subject: RE: Feedback on Lake Superior Link Project
Date: July 12, 2018 4:09:56 PM

Good afternoon Claude,
 
Thank you very much for your email and the input from the White Lake Cottages Association. Please
 see below Hydro One’s responses to your questions and inquiries:
 
 
From the public Open Houses held the week of June 11th, 2018 it is White Lake Cottages Association
 understanding that Hydro One’s preferred route is within the existing 230 kV corridor through
 Pukaskwa National Park. Should Hydro One be successful in permitting this route the project will
 have no impact to our membership. However, should the Reference Alternative Route be required
 there will be direct impacts to our membership. The maps indicate the alternate route would
 parallel the existing 115 kV transmission line crossing White Lake.
Hydro One response: We would like to confirm that our preferred route is through Pukaskwa
 National Park, upgrading our existing infrastructure while maintaining the current corridor
 width. 
At this time, we believe that the alternate route would indeed parallel the existing 115 kV
 transmission line crossing White Lake.
 
Access to cottages
White Lake, located approximately 20 Km west of White River and just north of White Lake
 Provincial Park has been a cottage area since the early 1960s. The north side of the lake has 48
 cottage lots, with some cottages on third generation of occupancy. The White Lake Cottages
 Association represents 58% of the cottage owners on the lake. Many cottage owners access their
 properties by boat using the public landing just north of Highway 17, west of White Lake Bridge,
 with some cottage owners maintaining docks adjacent to the Marathon North Shore Boat Club. The
 public access road to the boat launch turns into a system of logging roads. There is an heavily used
 off-road vehicle access trail that also allows cottage owners access to their properties.
Hydro One response: Hydro One acknowledges these comments.
 
We understand the need for the project however this alternate route will have a direct impact on
 our ability to access our cottages. In the event the alternate route is chosen the cottage owners
 would be keenly interested in the final route, construction schedule, identification of access roads
 and any staging areas.
Hydro One response: Hydro One will continue to keep the White Lake Cottages Association
 updated about route selection.
 
During the design, construction and maintenance of the line we request you to consider the
 following:

1.      The road system is maintained to the existing standard or if upgraded for access,
 construction or staging purposes, it is left to the new standard.
Hydro One response: Hydro One and its contractors will work with local property owners

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:adele.claude@tbaytel.net


 to ensure that road conditions are left at acceptable standards.
2.      Consideration on timing of construction to avoid hunting season, as local hunters use the

 road system.
Hydro One response: Hydro One and its contractors will make best efforts to minimize
 impacts to hunters by considering hunting seasons.

3.      Unfettered year-round access to the trail system to access our cottages.
Hydro One response: Hydro One and its contractors will work with cottagers and land
 owners to ensure existing accesses to properties remain open.

4.      That non-merchantable wood be piled and left available for firewood collection by those
 interested.
Hydro One response: Merchantable timber will be cleared in accordance with an
 approved Forest Resource Licence, overlapping agreements or in accordance with
 landowner agreements. Timber and disposal options are subject to agreements with
 landowners, Sustainable Forest License (SFL) holders and the appropriate regulatory
 agency.

5.      That all burning of brush be done to MNR standards to minimize possible wildfires as you
 can appreciate our concern with wildfires.
Hydro One response: Hydro One and its contractors will obtain all necessary approvals
 and follow all laws and regulations that apply to the burning of brush.           

6.      During the ongoing maintenance of the line, ground cover plants be used to maintain brush
 control for 50 meters on either side of the road/trail to mitigate trail users or berry pickers
 being exposed to herbicides.
Hydro One response: If mechanical work is required during the initial clearing of
 vegetation, the only herbaceous ground cover which would be considered is a grass
 mixture. Future forestry maintenance could consist of a variety of techniques. Should the
 “reference route alternative” be selected as the final route, the local forestry manager
 will consider suitable methods of vegetation control, considering public safety, system
 reliability and input from Indigenous communities, individual stakeholders and
 stakeholder groups obtained through our work pre-planning processes.

7.      Locate and design the water crossing structures to cross White Lake narrows as not to
 impact islands north of the existing transmission line island. The two islands upriver are
 used seasonally, for camping, by youth and tourists. The proposed steel structure design
 could result in a climbing accident. Also, there is anecdotal evidence that moose have used
 the islands as calving locations.
Hydro One response: Hydro One will take this into consideration.

8.      The island with the existing transmission line also locates a buried Bell telephone cable
 connecting cottages to the provincial phone network.
Hydro One response: During the construction phase, Hydro One and its contractors will
 obtain appropriate locates for buried infrastructure and will adjust work plans as
 needed.

 
The White Lake Cottages Association appreciates the opportunity the Open Houses allowed to
 review the project information and engage Hydro One’s Project Team. We look forward to your
 response to our concerns and the next round of Open Houses.
Hydro One response: Hydro One appreciates the feedback from the White Lake Cottages



 Association and looks forward to continuing to work together through this project. We will
 notify you of the next round of Community Information Centres, which we currently plan to hold
 this fall.
 
If you have any further questions, please let us know.
 
Yours truly,
Stephanie
 
Stephanie Hodsoll
Community Relations │1-877-345-6799

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

 

From: Adele & Claude [mailto:adele.claude@tbaytel.net] 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2018 5:32 PM
To: COMMUNITY Relations
Subject: Feedback on Lake Superior Link Project
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hello,
Please see the attached letter on behalf of the White Lake Cottages Association in relation to Hydro
 One’s Lake Superior Link Project and specifically the alternate route.
 
We appreciate the opportunity to review the project information.
 
Sincerely,
Claude Faubert
President,
White Lake Cottage Association
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Hydro One Networks Inx. 
Community Relations 
483 Bay Street 
South Tower, 6th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5G 2P5 
 
Dear Mr. Mantifel 
 
RE: Lake Superior Link Project EA Process Feedback 
 
From the public Open Houses held the week of June 11th, 2018 it is White Lake 
Cottages Association understanding that Hydro One’s preferred route is within the 
existing 230 kV corridor through Pukaskwa National Park.  Should Hydro One be 
successful in permitting this route the project will have no impact to our 
membership.  However, should the Reference Alternative Route be required there 
will be direct impacts to our membership.  The maps indicate the alternate route 
would parallel the existing 115 kV transmission line crossing White Lake.  
 
White Lake, located approximately 20 Km west of White River and just north of 
White Lake Provincial Park has been a cottage area since the early 1960s.  The north 
side of the lake has 48 cottage lots, with some cottages on third generation of 
occupancy.  The White Lake Cottages Association represents 58% of the cottage 
owners on the lake.  Many cottage owners access their properties by boat using the 
public landing just north of Highway 17, west of White Lake Bridge, with some 
cottage owners maintaining docks adjacent to the Marathon North Shore Boat Club.  
The public access road to the boat launch turns into a system of logging roads.  
There is an heavily used off-road vehicle access trail that also allows cottage owners 
access to their properties.  
 
We understand the need for the project however this alternate route will have a 
direct impact on our ability to access our cottages.  In the event the alternate route 
is chosen the cottage owners would be keenly interested in the final route, 
construction schedule, identification of access roads and any staging areas.  
 
During the design, construction and maintenance of the line we request you to 
consider the following: 
 

1. The road system is maintained to the existing standard or if upgraded for 
access, construction or staging purposes, it is left to the new standard.  

2. Consideration on timing of construction to avoid hunting season, as local 
hunters use the road system. 

3. Unfettered year-round access to the trail system to access our cottages.  
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4. That non-merchantable wood be piled and left available for firewood 
collection by those interested.   

5. That all burning of brush be done to MNR standards to minimize possible 
wildfires as you can appreciate our concern with wildfires.  

6. During the ongoing maintenance of the line, ground cover plants be used 
to maintain brush control for 50 meters on either side of the road/trail to 
mitigate trail users or berry pickers being exposed to herbicides.  

7. Locate and design the water crossing structures to cross White Lake 
narrows as not to impact islands north of the existing transmission line 
island.  The two islands upriver are used seasonally, for camping, by 
youth and tourists.  The proposed steel structure design could result in a 
climbing accident. Also, there is anecdotal evidence that moose have used 
the islands as calving locations. 

8. The island with the existing transmission line also locates a buried Bell 
telephone cable connecting cottages  to the provincial phone network. 

 
The White Lake Cottages Association appreciates the opportunity the Open Houses 
allowed to review the project information and engage Hydro One’s Project Team.  
We look forward to your response to our concerns and the next round of Open 
Houses. 
 
Sincerely, 
WHITE LAKE COTTAGES ASSOCIATION   
 
 
 
Claude Faubert 
President 
 
Cc:  Don MacArthur, Vice President  

Colleen Chisholm, Secretary 
  
  



From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 12, 2018 9:02:31 AM
Attachments: image002.jpg

Dear Resident:
Hydro One recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of Reference (ToR) for our
 Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA). The project is for a new
 transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS. The draft ToR
 document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018. The
 document can be viewed at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink.
Thank you!
Yours truly,

cid:image003.jpg@01D3F669.D233B780

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.
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From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Attachments: image001.jpg

LSL_Project_Update_May_2018.pdf

Good afternoon,
 
Thank you for expressing interest in Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link project. Powering northern Ontario is an
 important part of Hydro One’s past and future. We have a vision for the North, which is why earlier this year
 we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new transmission line between our
 Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most
 innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. Hydro One is committed to delivering
 safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North.
 
We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the
 proposed project. Please see the attached notice for further information.
 
We started conversations with local communities earlier this year and we would like to continue discussions
 with you about how our proposed project will deliver tangible benefits. We will be hosting a series of
 Community Information Centres along the proposed route – please stop by to learn more about the EA
 process, get a project update, and provide your feedback.
 
Please join us:
 

Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking
 Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road

Red Rock
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
 Branch 226
43 Salls Street

Schreiber
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street

White River
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community
 Centre
6 Winnipeg Street

Nipigon
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
 Branch 32
102 5th Street

Dorion
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community
 Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural
 Centre
13 Selkirk Avenue

Marathon
2:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive

Wawa
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
 Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue

 
If you have any questions or comments at any time, please let us know.
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
 
**If you do not wish to receive any future correspondence about the Lake Superior Link project from Hydro

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
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May 28, 2018 
 
Update for the Lake Superior Link Project 
 
Via email  
 
Dear Resident: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior 
Link project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the 
Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to 
be the recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in 
Northwestern Ontario for the long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new 
double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near 
Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be 
published in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The 
attached community flyer, which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and 
interest groups in your community and along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with you and hope you are able to attend a meeting 
in your area.   
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue
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WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  


JOIGNEZ-VOUS À NOUS :
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Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway
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From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: mforster@adsab.on.ca
Subject: Hydro One update: Lake Superior Link project
Date: June 29, 2018 12:05:45 PM
Attachments: Lake Superior Link_project update_Algoma DSAB.pdf

Good morning Mr. Forster,
 
Please see attached an update letter about Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link project.
We would ask that you kindly circulate to Board members. 
 
Yours truly,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Project
Hydro One Community Relations
1-877-345-6799

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:mforster@adsab.on.ca
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June 29, 2018 
 
Mr. Morley Forster, Board Chair 
Algoma District Services Administration Board 
1 Collver Road 
Thessalon, ON P0R 1L0 
 
Via email 
 
Dear Mr. Forster: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Lake Superior Link is a new approximately 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line 
between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa.  The Independent 
Electricity System Operator’s Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states 
that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and 
cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term." As shown on the attached 
map, the EA will consider route alternatives for the new line. 
 
A draft ToR document is available for public review and comment until July 10, 2018. The ToR sets out the 
framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the 
EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that will be undertaken. Important elements 
of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects 
and determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects. 
 
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public and other 
interested persons are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. The draft ToR document 
can be reviewed on Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink and hard copies 
are available for viewing at the municipal offices in Dorion, Nipigon, Marathon, Red Rock, Schreiber, Shuniah, 
Terrace Bay, Thunder Bay, Wawa and White River.   
 
Upon completion of the ToR, the document will be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the 
ToR. 
 
If you have comments, inquiries or requests for additional information please feel free to reach out to me at 
1-877-345-6799 or email Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
Attachments (1) 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink
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From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: ccyr@wawa.cc
Subject: Hydro One update: Lake Superior Link project
Date: June 29, 2018 12:08:13 PM
Attachments: Lake Superior Link_project update_ADMA.pdf

Good afternoon Ms. Cyr:
 
Please see attached an update letter about Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link project.
We would ask that you kindly circulate to Association members. 
 
Yours truly,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Project
Hydro One Community Relations
1-877-345-6799

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

 

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:ccyr@wawa.cc
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June 29, 2018 
 
Ms. Cathy Cyr, Executive Director 
Algoma District Municipal Association 
c/o Municipality of Wawa 
40 Broadway Avenue, PO Box 500 
Wawa, ON P0S 1K0 
 
Via email 
 
Dear Ms. Cyr: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Lake Superior Link is a new approximately 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line 
between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa.  The Independent 
Electricity System Operator’s Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states 
that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and 
cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term." As shown on the attached 
map, the EA will consider route alternatives for the new line. 
 
A draft ToR document is available for public review and comment until July 10, 2018. The ToR sets out the 
framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the 
EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that will be undertaken. Important elements 
of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects 
and determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects. 
 
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public and other 
interested persons are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. The draft ToR document 
can be reviewed on Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink and hard copies 
are available for viewing at the municipal offices in Dorion, Nipigon, Marathon, Red Rock, Schreiber, Shuniah, 
Terrace Bay, Thunder Bay, Wawa and White River.   
 
Upon completion of the ToR, the document will be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the 
ToR. 
 
If you have comments, inquiries or requests for additional information please feel free to reach out to me at 
1-877-345-6799 or email Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
Attachments (1) 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink
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From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: halame@adsab.on.ca
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 22, 2018 2:12:28 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Algoma - EMS notification - June.pdf

 
Dear Chief Alamenciak
 
Hydro One has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental Assessment under the
 Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project.
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce the project and provide your organization with details on where you
 can get more information if you have additional questions. Please see the attached letter.
 
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:halame@adsab.on.ca
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June 22, 2018 
 
Henry Alamenciak 
Chief of Paramedic Services  
Algoma EMS 
1 Collver Road  
Thessalon ON P0R1L0 
 
Dear Chief Alamenciak: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." 
 
Hydro One has developed a draft ToR which is currently available online for review and open for public 
comment from June 11 to July 10 and can be found at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink.  
 
Your organization has been identified as an emergency and medical services stakeholder in the project 
area. We wanted to take this opportunity to notify you of the project and provide you with our contact 
information should you have any additional questions.  
 
As we continue with the Environmental Assessment development work we will provide updates via project 
notifications to Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public 
and other interested stakeholders.  
 
Please feel free to contact us if you would like more information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: office@doriontownship.ca
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 22, 2018 2:06:56 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Dorion - EMS notification - June.pdf

Dear Chief Schaaf
 
Hydro One has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental Assessment under the
 Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project.
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce the project and provide your organization with details on where you
 can get more information if you have additional questions. Please see the attached letter.
 
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:office@doriontownship.ca
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June 22, 2018 
 
 
Dean Schaaf 
Fire Chief 
Township of Dorion Fire Department 
180 Dorion Loop Rd.       
Dorion, ON, P0T 1K0 
 
Dear Chief Schaaf: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." 
 
Hydro One has developed a draft ToR which is currently available online for review and open for public 
comment from June 11 to July 10 and can be found at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink.  
 
Your organization has been identified as an emergency and medical services stakeholder in the project 
area. We wanted to take this opportunity to notify you of the project and provide you with our contact 
information should you have any additional questions.  
 
As we continue with the Environmental Assessment development work we will provide updates via project 
notifications to Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public 
and other interested stakeholders.  
 
Please feel free to contact us if you would like more information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: firechief@marathon.ca
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 22, 2018 2:07:18 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Marathon - EMS notification - June.pdf

Dear Chief Kerster
 
Hydro One has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental Assessment under the
 Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project.
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce the project and provide your organization with details on where you
 can get more information if you have additional questions. Please see the attached letter.
 
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:firechief@marathon.ca
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June 22, 2018 
 
 
Rick Kerster 
Fire Chief 
Town of Marathon Fire Department 
4 Hemlo Dr.      
Marathon, ON, P0T2E0 
 
Dear Chief Kerster: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." 
 
Hydro One has developed a draft ToR which is currently available online for review and open for public 
comment from June 11 to July 10 and can be found at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink.  
 
Your organization has been identified as an emergency and medical services stakeholder in the project 
area. We wanted to take this opportunity to notify you of the project and provide you with our contact 
information should you have any additional questions.  
 
As we continue with the Environmental Assessment development work we will provide updates via project 
notifications to Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public 
and other interested stakeholders.  
 
Please feel free to contact us if you would like more information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: info@nipigon.net
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 22, 2018 2:05:39 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Nipigon - EMS notification - June.pdf

Dear Chief Keay
 
Hydro One has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental Assessment under the
 Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project.
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce the project and provide your organization with details on where you
 can get more information if you have additional questions. Please see the attached letter.
 
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:info@nipigon.net
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June 22, 2018 
 
 
Jim Keay  
Fire Chief 
Township of Nipigon Volunteer Fire Department  
121 fifth St.       
Nipigon, ON, P0T 1J0 
 
Dear Chief Keay: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." 
 
Hydro One has developed a draft ToR which is currently available online for review and open for public 
comment from June 11 to July 10 and can be found at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink.  
 
Your organization has been identified as an emergency and medical services stakeholder in the project 
area. We wanted to take this opportunity to notify you of the project and provide you with our contact 
information should you have any additional questions.  
 
As we continue with the Environmental Assessment development work we will provide updates via project 
notifications to Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public 
and other interested stakeholders.  
 
Please feel free to contact us if you would like more information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: redrockfire@shaw.ca
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 22, 2018 2:05:16 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Red Rock - EMS notification - June.pdf

Dear Chief Pitre
 
Hydro One has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental Assessment under the
 Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project.
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce the project and provide your organization with details on where you
 can get more information if you have additional questions. Please see the attached letter.
 
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:redrockfire@shaw.ca




 Hydro One Networks Inc. 
Community Relations 
483 Bay Street 
South Tower, 6th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2P5 
www.HydroOne.com 
 


 
Tel:  1-877-345-6799 
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 


  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


June 22, 2018 
 
 
Ryan Pitre  
Fire Chief 
Township of Red Rock Fire Department  
42 Salls St.       
Red Rock, ON, P0T 2P0 
 
Dear Chief Pitre: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." 
 
Hydro One has developed a draft ToR which is currently available online for review and open for public 
comment from June 11 to July 10 and can be found at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink.  
 
Your organization has been identified as an emergency and medical services stakeholder in the project 
area. We wanted to take this opportunity to notify you of the project and provide you with our contact 
information should you have any additional questions.  
 
As we continue with the Environmental Assessment development work we will provide updates via project 
notifications to Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public 
and other interested stakeholders.  
 
Please feel free to contact us if you would like more information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: firechief@schreiber.ca
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 22, 2018 2:04:51 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Schreiber - EMS notification - June.pdf

Dear Chief Bourguignon
 
Hydro One has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental Assessment under the
 Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project.
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce the project and provide your organization with details on where you
 can get more information if you have additional questions. Please see the attached letter.
 
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:firechief@schreiber.ca
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June 22, 2018 
 
 
Pat Bourguignon  
Fire Chief 
Township of Schreiber Fire Department  
222 Subway St.       
Schreiber, ON, P0T 2S0 
 
Dear Chief Bourguignon: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." 
 
Hydro One has developed a draft ToR which is currently available online for review and open for public 
comment from June 11 to July 10 and can be found at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink.  
 
Your organization has been identified as an emergency and medical services stakeholder in the project 
area. We wanted to take this opportunity to notify you of the project and provide you with our contact 
information should you have any additional questions.  
 
As we continue with the Environmental Assessment development work we will provide updates via project 
notifications to Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public 
and other interested stakeholders.  
 
Please feel free to contact us if you would like more information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: firechief@shuniahfire.com
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 22, 2018 2:12:06 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Shuniah - EMS notification - June.pdf

 
Dear Chief Arthur
 
Hydro One has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental Assessment under the
 Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project.
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce the project and provide your organization with details on where you
 can get more information if you have additional questions. Please see the attached letter.
 
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:firechief@shuniahfire.com
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June 22, 2018 
 
Blair Arthur 
Fire Chief  
Municipality of Shuniah Fire Station #1 
1700 Lakeshore Dr  
Shuniah ON P7A 0T1 
 
Dear Chief Arthur: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." 
 
Hydro One has developed a draft ToR which is currently available online for review and open for public 
comment from June 11 to July 10 and can be found at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink.  
 
Your organization has been identified as an emergency and medical services stakeholder in the project 
area. We wanted to take this opportunity to notify you of the project and provide you with our contact 
information should you have any additional questions.  
 
As we continue with the Environmental Assessment development work we will provide updates via project 
notifications to Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public 
and other interested stakeholders.  
 
Please feel free to contact us if you would like more information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: wgates@thunderbay.ca
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 22, 2018 2:11:26 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Superior North - EMS notification - June.pdf

Dear Chief Gates
 
Hydro One has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental Assessment under the
 Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project.
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce the project and provide your organization with details on where you
 can get more information if you have additional questions. Please see the attached letter.
 
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:wgates@thunderbay.ca
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June 22, 2018 
 
Wayne Gates 
Chief of EMS  
Superior North EMS 
105 S. Junot Ave.    
Thunder Bay ON P7B4X6 
 
Dear Chief Gates: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." 
 
Hydro One has developed a draft ToR which is currently available online for review and open for public 
comment from June 11 to July 10 and can be found at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink.  
 
Your organization has been identified as an emergency and medical services stakeholder in the project 
area. We wanted to take this opportunity to notify you of the project and provide you with our contact 
information should you have any additional questions.  
 
As we continue with the Environmental Assessment development work we will provide updates via project 
notifications to Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public 
and other interested stakeholders.  
 
Please feel free to contact us if you would like more information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: fire@terracebay.ca
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 22, 2018 2:04:24 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Terrace Bay - EMS notification - June.pdf

Dear Chief Stark
 
Hydro One has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental Assessment under the
 Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project.
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce the project and provide your organization with details on where you
 can get more information if you have additional questions. Please see the attached letter.
 
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:fire@terracebay.ca
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June 22, 2018 
 
 
Moe Stark 
Fire Chief 
Township of Terrace Bay Fire Department  
8 Radisson Ave.       
Terrace Bay, ON, P0T 2W0 
 
Dear Chief Stark: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." 
 
Hydro One has developed a draft ToR which is currently available online for review and open for public 
comment from June 11 to July 10 and can be found at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink.  
 
Your organization has been identified as an emergency and medical services stakeholder in the project 
area. We wanted to take this opportunity to notify you of the project and provide you with our contact 
information should you have any additional questions.  
 
As we continue with the Environmental Assessment development work we will provide updates via project 
notifications to Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public 
and other interested stakeholders.  
 
Please feel free to contact us if you would like more information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: jhay@thunderbay.ca
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 22, 2018 2:08:21 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Thunder Bay Fire Rescue- EMS notification - June.pdf

Dear Chief Hay
 
Hydro One has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental Assessment under the
 Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project.
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce the project and provide your organization with details on where you
 can get more information if you have additional questions. Please see the attached letter.
 
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:jhay@thunderbay.ca
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June 22, 2018 
 
John Hay 
Fire Chief 
Thunder Bay Fire Rescue 
330 Station 1, Vickers St N.    
Thunder Bay, ON, P7C 4B2 
 
Dear Chief Hay: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." 
 
Hydro One has developed a draft ToR which is currently available online for review and open for public 
comment from June 11 to July 10 and can be found at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink.  
 
Your organization has been identified as an emergency and medical services stakeholder in the project 
area. We wanted to take this opportunity to notify you of the project and provide you with our contact 
information should you have any additional questions.  
 
As we continue with the Environmental Assessment development work we will provide updates via project 
notifications to Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public 
and other interested stakeholders.  
 
Please feel free to contact us if you would like more information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: tbps@tbaytel.net
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 22, 2018 2:07:56 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Thunder Bay Police- EMS notification - June.pdf

Dear Chief Hauth
 
Hydro One has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental Assessment under the
 Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project.
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce the project and provide your organization with details on where you
 can get more information if you have additional questions. Please see the attached letter.
 
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:tbps@tbaytel.net
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June 22, 2018 
 
Sylvie Hauth 
Chief of Police 
Thunder Bay Police Service 
1200 Balmoral Street.     
Thunder Bay, ON, P7B 5Z5 
 
Dear Chief Hauth: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." 
 
Hydro One has developed a draft ToR which is currently available online for review and open for public 
comment from June 11 to July 10 and can be found at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink.  
 
Your organization has been identified as an emergency and medical services stakeholder in the project 
area. We wanted to take this opportunity to notify you of the project and provide you with our contact 
information should you have any additional questions.  
 
As we continue with the Environmental Assessment development work we will provide updates via project 
notifications to Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public 
and other interested stakeholders.  
 
Please feel free to contact us if you would like more information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: ksabourin@wawa.cc
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 22, 2018 2:11:51 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Wawa - EMS notification - June.pdf

Dear Chief Sabourin
 
Hydro One has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental Assessment under the
 Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project.
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce the project and provide your organization with details on where you
 can get more information if you have additional questions. Please see the attached letter.
 
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:ksabourin@wawa.cc
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June 22, 2018 
 
Kevin Sabourin 
Fire Chief  
Municipality of Wawa Fire Department 
40 Broadway Ave.   
Wawa ON P0S1K0 
 
Dear Chief Sabourin: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." 
 
Hydro One has developed a draft ToR which is currently available online for review and open for public 
comment from June 11 to July 10 and can be found at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink.  
 
Your organization has been identified as an emergency and medical services stakeholder in the project 
area. We wanted to take this opportunity to notify you of the project and provide you with our contact 
information should you have any additional questions.  
 
As we continue with the Environmental Assessment development work we will provide updates via project 
notifications to Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public 
and other interested stakeholders.  
 
Please feel free to contact us if you would like more information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: wrfd@whiteriver.ca
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 22, 2018 2:03:52 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

White River - EMS notification - June.pdf

Dear Chief Greenwood
 
Hydro One has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental Assessment under the
 Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project.
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce the project and provide your organization with details on where you
 can get more information if you have additional questions. Please see the attached letter.
 
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:wrfd@whiteriver.ca
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June 22, 2018 
 
 
Rick Greenwood 
Fire Chief 
White River Township Fire Department  
102 Durham St.        
White River, ON, P0M 3G0 
 
Dear Chief Greenwood: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." 
 
Hydro One has developed a draft ToR which is currently available online for review and open for public 
comment from June 11 to July 10 and can be found at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink.  
 
Your organization has been identified as an emergency and medical services stakeholder in the project 
area. We wanted to take this opportunity to notify you of the project and provide you with our contact 
information should you have any additional questions.  
 
As we continue with the Environmental Assessment development work we will provide updates via project 
notifications to Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public 
and other interested stakeholders.  
 
Please feel free to contact us if you would like more information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: Peter.Clibbon@res-group.com
Cc: Stephen.Cookson@res-group.com
Subject: RE: Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link project: FAO Bruce Hopper
Date: June 19, 2018 2:41:37 PM
Attachments: image001.gif

image002.gif
image003.gif
image004.gif
image005.gif

Good afternoon Mr. Clibbon,
 
Thank you for your email and for your interest in the project. Please see below answers to your
 questions:
 
1.      What happened to the NextBridge line? Is this a competing line or a replacement line?
 
Answer:
 

The proposals currently before the Ontario Energy Board (OEB) from NextBridge and from
 Hydro One are referencing the new East- West Tie transmission line.

The OEB’s designation to NextBridge in 2013 to undertake development work on the project
 did not carry with it the right to build the line or the right to be the sole applicant to apply for
 leave to construct the line. 

We’ve analyzed new ways to approach this undertaking, and developed an innovative solution
 which will benefit Ontario’s electricity customers.

 
2.      What is the purpose for this line? Doubling the existing line for reliability purposes or for

 enabling additional exchanges between the NW to the SE of the province?
 
Answer:
 
The main purpose for the new line from Wawa to Thunder Bay is to increase the east-west power
 transfer capability to meet the increasing demand in the Northwest. With the existing East-West Tie
 line the transfer capability is limited to 155-175 megawatts (MW) (summer – winter) while
 respecting the requirements of the reliability standards. The new line, along with the new station
 facilities, will increase the transfer capability to 450 MW. In the future when the demand increases
 in the Northwest, the addition of a new Static Var Compensator (SVC) will further increase the
 transfer capability to 650 MW. 
 
3.      What is the design of the line (rating, phases) you are proposing?
 
Answer:
 
The new 230 kV line from Wawa to Thunder Bay, except for approximately 35 km through Pukaskwa
 National Park, will be a double-circuit line with 1120 Amp summer rating. Through Pukaskwa

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:Peter.Clibbon@res-group.com
mailto:Stephen.Cookson@res-group.com







 National Park, the towers which hold the existing East-West Tie line will be modified to carry the
 existing and new lines. 
 
4.      Is the base routing through the Pukaskwa Park?
 
Answer:
 

Hydro One’s proposed reference route includes the unique ability to upgrade the existing
 Hydro One-owned transmission line that runs through Pukaskwa National Park. The upgrade
 will be done without widening the corridor. This contributes significantly to Hydro One’s
 ability to minimize impacts on the environment and deliver the project at a lower cost.

 
 
5.      Does the proponent include a First Nation partner?

Answer:
 

Hydro One will explore and discuss various benefits for Indigenous communities including
 but not limited to capacity building to participate in the engagement process, procurement and
 sub-contracting opportunities, job training, employment and equity participation.

 
 
If you have any further questions, please let us know.
 
Yours truly,
Melissa Fast
Hydro One Community Relations
1-877-345-6799

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

 

From: Peter Clibbon [mailto:Peter.Clibbon@res-group.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 4:09 PM
To: COMMUNITY Relations
Cc: Stephen Cookson
Subject: Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link project: FAO Bruce Hopper
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984



E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
 
Dear Mr. Hopper
 
RES Canada has worked on renewable energy projects in the NW of Ontario over the past decade.
 We were made aware of the EA launch of the transmission line by HONI and wish you the best.
 
We have some basic questions that you might answer

1. What happened to the NextBridge line? Is this a competing line or a replacement line?
2. What is the purpose for this line? Doubling the existing line for reliability purposes or for

 enabling additional exchanges between the NW to the SE of the province?
3. What is the design of the line (rating, phases) you are proposing?
4. Is the base routing through the Pukaskwa Park?
5. Does the proponent include a First Nation partner?

 
Thank you for these clarifications
 
Best regards
Peter Clibbon
 
 
 
Veuillez noter le nouveau numéro de ma ligne directe. Please note my new direct line.
___________________________________________________
 
Peter Clibbon
Senior Vice President, Development | Vice-président senior, développement, Canada

D +1 438 266 1899  |  C +1 514 554 2607 |  Reception +1 514 525 2113 
peter.clibbon@res-group.com  |  www.res-group.com

         
 

NOTICE TO RECIPIENT: This e-mail is meant for only the intended recipient of the
 transmission, and may be a communication privileged by law. This e-mail, including any
 attachments, contains information that may be confidential, and is protected by copyright. If
 you received this e-mail in error, any review, use, dissemination, distribution, or copying of
 this e-mail is strictly prohibited. Please notify us immediately of the error by return e-mail
 and please delete this message from your system. Any communication of a personal nature in
 this e-mail is not made by or on behalf of any RES group company. E-mails sent or received
 may be monitored to ensure compliance with the law, regulation and/or our policies. Thank
 you in advance for your cooperation.

mailto:Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink
mailto:peter.clibbon@res-group.com
http://http/www.res-group.com
http://www.res-group.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/res-americas
https://twitter.com/res_americas
https://www.youtube.com/user/resamericasinc
https://www.facebook.com/resamericas


From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: jkelly@iuoelocal793.org
Subject: RE: Information regarding the Lake Superior Link project
Date: June 13, 2018 10:01:38 AM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Good morning Mr. Kelly,

Thank you for attending our Community Information Centre in Thunder Bay, and for your interest in
 our Lake Superior Link project.
You have been added to our stakeholder contact list to receive updates as they become available.
You can also view the most up-to-date information on our project website at
 www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink.
 
Thank you!
Stephanie
 
Stephanie Hodsoll
Community Relations  
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

 

From: John Kelly [mailto:jkelly@iuoelocal793.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 13, 2018 9:58 AM
To: COMMUNITY Relations
Subject: Information regarding the Lake Superior Link project
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Good morning.
 
I recently attended an information session here in Thunder Bay, and would like to be kept informed
 with any new information regarding this project as it occurs.
jkelly@iuoelocal793.org
 
 
Thank you.
 
 
John Kelly
NW Ontario Supervisor
International Union Of Operating Engineers
 

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:jkelly@iuoelocal793.org
http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink
mailto:jkelly@iuoelocal793.org



From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: john_mikkelsen@transcanada.com
Subject: RE: Lake Superior Link
Date: June 12, 2018 11:38:23 AM

Good morning John,
 
Thank you for your interest in our project. We have added you to our project contact list.
The most up-to-date information is also available on our project website at
 www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink.

Yours truly,
Stephanie
 
Stephanie Hodsoll
Community Relations  

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

 

From: John Mikkelsen [mailto:john_mikkelsen@transcanada.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 12, 2018 9:14 AM
To: COMMUNITY Relations
Subject: Lake Superior Link
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Can you please add me to your project contact list?
 
Many thanks,
 
John Mikkelsen, P.Eng. , M.A.Sc.
Director, Eastern Growth Energy Strategy & Development
TransCanada
Royal Bank Plaza

24th Floor, South Tower,
200 Bay Street, Toronto
Canada
M5J 2J1
Tel: (416) 869-2102
Fax: (416) 869-2056
Cell: (416) 559-1664

 
We respect your right to choose which electronic messages you receive. To stop receiving this
 message and similar communications from TransCanada PipeLines Limited please reply to

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:john_mikkelsen@transcanada.com
http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink


From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: contact-us@tbdssab.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:38:30 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter TBSS.pdf

Hello District of Thunder Bay Social Services,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:contact-us@tbdssab.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Medved, Luka
To: "info@lakeheadca.com"
Cc: Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 4:00:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Dear Ms. Cook:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the Lakehead Region Conservation
 Authority via email to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your

mailto:info@lakeheadca.com
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
http://www.snclavalin.com/







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: info@lakeheadca.com; tammy@lakeheadca.com
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:37:06 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter_LRCA.pdf

Hello Tammy Cook,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:info@lakeheadca.com
mailto:tammy@lakeheadca.com
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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From: Medved, Luka
To: "arnold.anderson@ontario.ca"
Cc: Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 4:05:00 PM
Attachments: image005.png

image006.png
image007.png
image008.png
image009.png

Dear Mr. Anderson:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the MAM, Operations Unit via email to
 this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your

mailto:arnold.anderson@ontario.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
http://www.snclavalin.com/







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: dan.merrick@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:37:00 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter_MAM.pdf

Hello Dan Merrick,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:dan.merrick@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Medved, Luka
To: "david.cooper@ontario.ca"
Cc: Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 4:07:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Dear Mr. Cooper:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
 Rural Affairs via email to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your

mailto:david.cooper@ontario.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
http://www.snclavalin.com/







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: david.cooper@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:37:26 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter_MAFRA.pdf

Hello David Cooper,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:david.cooper@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Ministry of Economic Development and Growth (now Ministry of 
Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade) 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Medved, Luka
To: "michael.helfinger@ontario.ca"
Cc: Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 4:08:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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Dear Mr. Helfinger:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the Ministry of Economic Development
 and Growth via email to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your

mailto:michael.helfinger@ontario.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
http://www.snclavalin.com/







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: michael.helfinger@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:36:24 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter_MEDG.pdf

Hello Michael Helfinger,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:michael.helfinger@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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From: Medved, Luka
To: "mathew.p.thomas@ontario.ca"
Cc: Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 4:15:00 PM
Attachments: image005.png

image006.png
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image008.png
image009.png

Dear Mr. Thomas:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the Ministry of Education via email to this
 email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your

mailto:mathew.p.thomas@ontario.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
http://www.snclavalin.com/







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: mathew.p.thomas@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:36:21 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter_MoEd.pdf

Hello Mathew Thomas,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:mathew.p.thomas@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 









From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: samer.yordi@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link Project -Terms of Reference open for comments
Date: June 11, 2018 2:59:26 PM
Attachments: Draft of LSL ToR 11jun2018.pdf

MOE - ToR open for Comments - June 2018.pdf

Dear Mr.Yordi,
 
Please find attached a letter and draft Terms of Reference in relation to Hydro One’s Lake Superior
 Link project for your consideration. Feel free to contact me with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
 
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:samer.yordi@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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1. Introduction 
 


The Terms of Reference (ToR) as defined by the Ontario Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 


(MOECC) is a document prepared by the proponent and submitted to the Minister of the Environment 


and Climate Change for approval. The ToR establishes the framework for the planning and decision-


making process to be followed by the proponent during the preparation of the Environmental 


Assessment (EA) Report. Supporting material filed in addition to the ToR includes the Record of 


Consultation and supporting documentation that is submitted under a separate cover. The Record of 


Consultation outlines agency, public, Indigenous (First Nation and Métis) and other stakeholder 


consultation undertaken during the development of the ToR.  Supporting documentation provides 


additional detail regarding the Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) Lake Superior Link Project (the 


Project or undertaking). 


The Project is one of several identified by the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) to meet 


Ontario’s current and future electricity delivery needs.  Industrial activities in Northwestern Ontario, 


particularly in the mining sector, are expected to drive strong electricity demand growth in the coming 


decades. Coupled with changes in the region’s supply situation, the IESO forecasts a need for new supply 


to meet future demand in Northwestern Ontario. The identified future demand can be met with 


additional transmission and/or generation. The IESO analyzed both transmission and generation supply 


options and recommended the expansion of the existing 230 kilovolt (kV) East-West Tie to ensure the 


long-term reliability of the electricity supply in Northwestern Ontario (OPA 2011). This recommendation 


is contained in a series of Ontario Long-Term Energy Plan (LTEP) documents (OPA/IESO 2010, 2013, 


2017a), that outline specific energy projects and other initiatives.  The LTEPs identify the East-West Tie 


project as a priority project based on projected industrial growth within Northern Ontario. This 


recommendation was based on technical, economic and other considerations. The need for the project 


was recently confirmed in the Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion (IESO 


2017b), with a specified a targeted in-service date of the end of 2020 for the new line.  


The Lake Superior Link project consists of a new, approximately 400 kilometre (km) double-circuit 230 


kV transmission line that generally parallels an existing double-circuit 230 kV transmission line corridor 


(the existing East-West Tie) connecting the Wawa Transformer Station (TS) to the Lakehead TS near 


Thunder Bay (with a connection at the Marathon TS), which is referred to as the Reference Route. The 


Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative that are to be examined in the EA are presented in 


Figure 1. The Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative identified in the ToR differ in the section 


around Pukaskwa National Park (PNP).  Further details regarding the Project, including the Reference 


Route and Reference Route Alternative, are provided in Section 4. 
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Figure 1 – Proposed Lake Superior Link transmission line routes
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The Project requires approval under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act, 1990 (EA Act) including 


Ontario Regulation 116/01 (O. Reg. 116/01). O. Reg. 116/01 requires the preparation of an Individual EA 


for a project of this nature and size. The first key step of the EA is the preparation of a ToR.  Hydro One 


has prepared this ToR for consideration and approval by the Minister of Environment and Climate 


Change. The ToR serves as the foundation for the EA process.  Hydro One will prepare the EA in 


accordance with the framework laid out in the ToR document in accordance with the Code of Practice: 


Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for Environmental Assessments in Ontario (MOECC 2014).  


 


1.1 Background on the Electricity Sector in Ontario 
 


This section summarizes the background of the electricity sector planning in Ontario and its relation to 


the current Project.   


Over the past two decades the electricity sector in Ontario has changed significantly due to a number of 


key pieces of legislation.  In October 1998, the Ontario Legislature enacted the Energy Competition Act, 


1998, authorizing the restructuring of Ontario Hydro with the aim of introducing competition in the 


wholesale and retail electricity markets in Ontario.  Of note, the Energy Competition Act, 1998 changed 


the landscape of the electricity market in Ontario and introduced market deregulation.  On April 1, 1999, 


in accordance with the Energy Competition Act, 1998, Ontario Hydro was restructured principally into 


three separate entities: (1) Ontario Power Generation Inc., (2) Ontario Hydro Services Company Inc., 


later renamed Hydro One Inc., and  (3) the Independent Electricity Market Operator, later renamed 


Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO).  


The Ontario government established the the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) through the Electricity 
Restructuring Act, 2004. This legislation made changes to the institutional arrangements of the 
electricity sector in Ontario and established the OPA as the province’s long-term energy planner.  
Specifically, the OPA was given the mandate to develop integrated electricity plans that look forward 
several years, with the purpose of providing sustainable electricity solutions to Ontarians into the future.  
 


 the OPA (merged with the IESO in 2015) was given the mandate to develop an Integrated Power 
System Plan (IPSP) and address the looming supply–demand imbalance in Ontario through 
conservation and generation procurements. O. Reg. 276/06 designates and exempts the IPSP 
from the EA Act.  Undertakings resulting from this planning process, however, are required to 
complete an EA if they would otherwise be required to do so; 


 the Government was given the discretion to determine the future “supply mix” for the Province 
as a starting point for the IPSP; and, 


 the OEB was given the authority to review and approve the IPSP. 
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The OPA prepared a 20-year energy plan in 2007 and together with subsequent public policy initiatives 


(primarily the Green Energy and Green Economy Act, 2009), transformed how Ontario produces and 


uses electricity. Implementation was planned through generation procurement and conservation 


measures, and by developing transmission. On January 1, 2015 OPA merged with the IESO to create a 


new organization that combines the OPA and IESO mandates.  The IESO is now directly responsible for 


establishing the need for new transmission facilities. 


There has been, and continues to be, significant interest in connecting renewable generation to both 


distribution and transmission systems as a consequence of the passage of the Green Energy and Green 


Economy Act, 2009. However, the ability of existing or approved transmission facilities in Ontario to 


accommodate more generation is limited. Given this, the Ontario Energy Board (OEB) issued a policy 


document titled Framework for Transmission Project Development Plans on August 26, 2010, which sets 


out the policy of the OEB for a framework for new transmission investment in Ontario (OEB 2010). 


 


1.2 Background on the East-West Tie Expansion  
 


The East-West Tie Expansion Project is required to ensure an adequate, safe, reliable and affordable 


supply of power to enable future growth and development in Northwestern Ontario.  


The 2010 LTEP was published by the Ministry of Energy to serve as an update to the 2007 IPSP, given 


developments in technology, demographic and economic trends, and growth of the renewable energy 


sector.  The Ministry of Energy’s 2013 LTEP notes that the project is a priority project and that 


engineering and engagement should commence on the East-West Tie Expansion project to meet 


anticipated electricity supply needs in Ontario’s northwest. The Updated Assessment of the Need for the 


East-West Tie Expansion (IESO 2017b) states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 


recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in 


Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” 


In August 2013, the OEB, through a designation process, awarded Upper Canada Transmission Inc. 


(NextBridge Infrastructure L.P. or NextBridge) the development phase of the East-West Tie project. 


Hydro One, as the owner of the existing stations, is responsible for connecting the new East-West Tie 


transmission lines by upgrading the associated transmission station infrastructure.  


On July 31, 2017, NextBridge applied to OEB for Leave to Construct for the line portions of the project.  


On August 4, 2017, the Minister of Energy addressed a letter to the President and CEO of the IESO 


expressing concerns of the scale of cost increases of NextBridge’s budget estimates of $777.2 million, up 


from the original estimate of $419 million. In response, the Minister of Energy directed the IESO to 


review all options to ensure that ratepayers are protected and to update the need assessment for the 


project based on the latest costs and system needs.  Previously, in the 2017 LTEP the government had 


stated the following regarding the cost of East-West Tie transmission project: 
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“As the project has moved through development, estimates on its total cost have increased. This is a 


concern, as Ontario is focused on making the electricity system more cost-effective. The government 


will review all options to protect ratepayers as the project continues to be developed.” 


In response to the concerns regarding the cost of the project, as well as its environmental impacts, 


Hydro One is proposing its East-West Tie Line project, called “Lake Superior Link”, to protect the 


interests of the public and ratepayers.  As compared to the current NextBridge proposal, the proposed 


Lake Superior Link project, including its two routing alternatives, has a lower estimated cost, a smaller 


environmental footprint, reduced annual maintenance costs, and enhanced opportunities for 


Indigenous communities to participate with equity stakes in the Project.  


A brief summary of the East-West Tie project chronology to date is presented below: 


 In 2012 the OEB initiated a competitive process to designate an electricity transmitter to 


develop a 230kV high voltage transmission line between Thunder Bay and Wawa; 


 In 2013 a designated electricity transmitter was chosen by the OEB for the development phase 


of the project; 


 In May 2014, NextBridge’s Amended Individual EA Terms of Reference was issued; 


 In 2016, through an Order-in-Council, the East-West Tie was declared a priority project; 


 Summer 2017, the designated electricity transmitter’s Leave to Construct updated construction 


cost projections substantially exceeded the costs submitted in the designation proceeding; 


 In August 2017 the Minister of Energy asked the IESO to explore options and update the Needs 


Assessment of the project. The IESO reconfirmed the project as the preferred alternative to 


meet the need of long-term electricity supply for the northwest on December 1, 2017; 


 On February 15, 2018 Hydro One filed a Section 92 Leave to Construct application with the OEB 


for a new transmission facility - “Lake Superior Link”. Relative to the NextBridge alternative, the 


Lake Superior Link reference route provides in excess of approximately $140 million of capital 


savings and over $3 million annually in operations, maintenance and administration savings. 


 


1.3 Proponent 
 


Hydro One  is the proponent for Lake Superior Link and is responsible for the development of the ToR 


and subsequent EA document.  Hydro One is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Hydro One Inc., and is 


Ontario's largest electricity transmission and distribution provider with more than 1.3 million valued 


customers, $25 billion in assets and 2017 annual revenues of nearly $6 billion. Our team of over 7,400 


skilled and dedicated regular and non-regular employees proudly and safely serves suburban, rural and 


remote communities across Ontario through our 30,000 circuit km of high-voltage transmission and 


123,000 circuit km of primary distribution networks. Hydro One is committed to the communities we 


serve, and has been rated as the top utility in Canada for its corporate citizenship, sustainability, and 


diversity initiatives. We are one of only five utility companies in Canada to achieve the Sustainable 
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Energy Company designation from the Canadian Electricity Association. We also provide advanced 


broadband telecommunications services on a wholesale basis utilizing our extensive fibre optic network. 


The common shares of Hydro One Limited, the parent corporation of Hydro One Inc., are listed on the 


Toronto Stock Exchange (TSX: H). 


 


1.4 Purpose of the Study and Undertaking 
 


The purpose of the undertaking is to ensure an adequate, safe, reliable and affordable supply of power 


to enable future growth and supply in Northwestern Ontario.  The ToR is required under the 


Environmental Assessment Act to initiate the EA.  The ToR provides the framework for the EA and 


discusses the major aspects of the EA and how it will be approached.   


 


1.5 Outline of the Terms of Reference 
 


This ToR sets out the detailed requirements for the preparation of the EA document for the Lake 


Superior Link project in accordance with the requirements of the EA Act. If approved by the MOECC, the 


EA must be prepared in accordance with the detailed requirements set out in the approved ToR.   


In accordance with the MOECC Code of Practice: Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for 


Environmental Assessments in Ontario, (MOECC 2014) the ToR contains the following information: 


 Identification of the proponent; 


 Indication of how the environmental assessment will be prepared; 


 Purpose of the study or undertaking; 


 Description of and rationale for the undertaking; 


 Description of and rationale for alternatives; 


 Description of the existing environment and potential effects of the undertaking; 


 Assessment and evaluation; 


 Commitments and monitoring; 


 Consultation plan for the environmental assessment; 


 Flexibility to accommodate new circumstances; 


 Other approvals required. 


Taken together, the following sections of the ToR are intended to satisfy the requirements under Section 


6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act:  


 Regulatory Framework (Section 2) 


 Overview of the EA Process and Approval Requirements for the Project (Section 3) 
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 Description of the Undertaking and Evaluation of Alternative Methods (Section 4) 


 Consultation (Section 5)  


 Existing Environmental Conditions in the Study Area (Section 6) 


 Environmental Effects Evaluation and Mitigation Measures  (Section 7) 


 Commitments and Monitoring (Section 8) 
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2. Regulatory Framework 
 


Hydro One will identify all necessary approvals that may be required during project planning and 


construction.  Where practical, Hydro One will begin preparation of construction-related applications 


concurrent with the EA process.  It will be necessary to initiate some permit and approval activities or 


applications during the EA process including any required consultation activities with members of the 


public, municipalities, agencies, and Indigenous communities and groups. It should be noted that some 


permits and approvals for construction typically rely on more detailed engineering and design 


information than is available during the EA process.  In this event, Hydro One will carry out required 


studies necessary to support those approvals prior to start of construction. The following sections 


outline the framework for regulatory approvals in Ontario for electricity transmission projects and how 


they apply to the Project. 


 


2.1 Ontario’s Environmental Assessment Act  
 


In Ontario, new and expanded transmission lines are subject to the EA Act.  Ontario’s Electricity Projects 


Regulation (O. Reg. 116/01), formed under the EA Act, stipulates the EA requirements for electricity 


projects in Ontario on the basis of the project type (e.g., transmission lines, transformer stations, power 


generation plants, etc.) and, in the case of transmission lines, the voltage of the line and distance 


traversed. The voltage of the line and length of the Lake Superior Link project requires that an Individual 


EA application be prepared and submitted under Section 5 of the EA Act to the Minister of the 


Environment and Climate Change for approval, which includes preparation, submission and approval of 


a ToR and an EA Report. 


The Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Electricity Projects (MOECC 2011) 


differentiates between Class EAs and Individual Environmental Assessments (IEA).  Class EAs are EAs 


approved under the EA Act to pre-approve certain classes of projects that have predictable and 


mitigable environmental effects. IEAs is a term used to differentiate an EA performed under subsection 


5(1) of the EAA from Class EA projects and generally have more uncertainty or potential for greater 


environmental impacts.    


Hydro One is required to complete and submit a ToR to the MOECC for approval as illustrated on Figure 


2. The purpose of the ToR is to provide the overall study framework that will be followed during the EA. 


The public, Indigenous communities, government agencies and other interested individuals are provided 


with opportunities to comment. 
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Figure 2 – Environmental assessment timeline. Source: MOECC 2016 
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Should the ToR be approved by the Minister of the Environment of Climate Change, it will be used by 


Hydro One to guide the completion of the EA to ensure that it meets the intent of the EA Act.  The 


results of the EA process will then be documented in an EA Report to be submitted to the MOECC for 


review and approval.  


There are two key documentation requirements for the application: 


 the development, submission, review and approval of the ToR; and,  


 the preparation, submission, review and approval of the EA document in accordance with the 


framework set out in the MOECC approved ToR.  


Under the EA Act, an EA can proceed under section 6.1(2) which includes an assessment of “alternatives 


to” the undertaking and “alternative methods of carrying out the undertaking or it can proceed in 


accordance with subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act which allow focusing of the EA.  The reason 


for proceeding with this undertaking has been established by the IESO and is documented in Section 1.4. 


The IESO concluded that a new transmission line is the most practical and cost-effective method of 


bolstering electricity capacity in Northwestern Ontario.  As such, this ToR proposes that the focused EA 


be prepared in accordance with subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1.(3) of the EA Act.  Table 1 provides a 


comparison of Section 6 requirements and the proposed Lake Superior Link EA documentation.     


Table 1 – EA and ToR Requirements. 


Section of EAA  


6.1(2) 


Described in Terms of 
Reference 


To be Described 


 in EA Document 


(a) description of the purpose of 
the undertaking. 


The ToR describes the purpose 
of the undertaking (Section 0). 


The EA will describe the 
purpose of the undertaking. 


(b) description of and statement 
of the rationale for 


(i) undertaking 


(ii) alternative methods of     
carrying out the undertaking and 


(iii) alternatives to the 
undertaking 


i) The ToR provides a 
description of and rationale for 
the undertaking (Section 0).  


ii) The ToR presents two route 
alternatives for carrying out the 
undertaking (Section 4) and 
how those alternative methods 
will be assessed through the EA 
process.   


iii)The ToR provides a rationale 
for a focused EA that does not 
consider a “do nothing” 
alternative nor contemplates 
alternatives to the undertaking 
(Section 4). 


i)The EA will provide a 
description of and rationale for 
the undertaking. 


ii)The EA will assess two 
alternative reference routes. 


iii)The EA will reiterate the 
rationale for a focused EA that 
was presented in the ToR.  
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Section of EAA  


6.1(2) 


Described in Terms of 
Reference 


To be Described 


 in EA Document 


  


 


(c) description of 


(i) environment that will be 
affected or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
affected, directly or indirectly 


(ii) the effects that will be caused 
or that might reasonably be 
expected to be caused to the 
environment; and, 


(iii) the actions necessary or that 
may reasonably be expected to 
prevent, change, mitigate or 
remedy the effects upon or the 
effects that might reasonably be 
expected upon the environment 
by the undertaking 


i) The ToR generally describes 
the environment that will be 
affected or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
affected by the Project either 
directly or indirectly. (Section 6) 


ii) The ToR describes the 
framework of how the EA will 
assess and identify any effects 
on the environment that will be 
affected or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
affected by the Project.  
(Section 7) 


iii) The ToR describes how the 
EA will address any identified 
effects either through 
prevention, change or 
mitigation.  (Section 7)  


i) The EA will describe, in 
greater detail, the environment 
that will be affected or that 
might reasonably be expected 
to be affected, directly or 
indirectly by the Project. 


ii) The EA will assess and 
identify any effects that will be 
caused or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
caused to the environment.  


iii) The EA will evaluate any 
effects identified and address 
them through prevention, 
change or mitigation.  


(d) an evaluation of the 
advantages and disadvantages to 
the environment of the 
undertaking. 


The ToR provides a 
commitment to describe 
advantages and disadvantages 
in the EA document (Sections 4, 
7). 


The EA will provide an 
evaluation of the advantages 
and disadvantages to the 
environment of the 
undertaking. 


(e) a description of the 
consultation about the 
undertaking by the proponent 
and the results of the 
consultation. 


The ToR describes the 
Indigenous, public and 
stakeholder consultation that 
was conducted for the 
development of the ToR.  
(Section 5) 


The ToR provides a list of 
contacts and a record of 
consultation developed through 
the ToR process.  (Section 5) 


The ToR also describes the 


The EA will provide a 
description of the Indigenous, 
public and stakeholder 
consultation that was 
conducted throughout the EA 
process.  The EA will identify a 
list of contacts consulted with 
and provide a record of 
consultation, status of 
consultation, summary of 
issues and summary of issue 
resolution.  
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Section of EAA  


6.1(2) 


Described in Terms of 
Reference 


To be Described 


 in EA Document 


consultation framework that 
will be undertaken during the 
EA process to consult with 
Indigenous communities, the 
public and stakeholders. 
(Section 5). 


 


 


2.2 Other Applicable Provincial EA Processes 
 


The Project is also subject to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) EA requirements 


for disposition of Crown lands in sections of the route that traverse public lands, including provincial 


parks and conservation reserves, and more specifically the MNRF Class EA for Resource Stewardship and 


Facility Development Projects and the MNRF’s Class EA for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves.  


Discussions with the MNRF have commenced and will continue during the EA phase to assist with the 


disposition of Crown land for the Project. In addition, public lands transactions under the jurisdiction of 


Infrastructure Ontario are subject to the requirements of the Ministry of Infrastructure Public Work 


Class EA. It is Hydro One’s intention that these other EA process requirements will be met through the 


Individual EA process for the Project.  


 


2.3 Ontario Energy Board Act 
 


The Lake Superior Link project requires OEB approval. The OEB regulates Ontario’s natural gas and 


electricity industries and is responsible for ensuring construction and operation of proposed 


transmission facilities are in the public interest.  The OEB’s role is to review a transmission project’s 


effect on consumers with respect to prices, reliability and quality of electricity service. The OEB operates 


as an adjudicative tribunal and carries out its functions through oral or written public hearings. There 


are potentially two applications with the OEB related to the Project: 


 Leave to Construct - The Project is subject to “Leave to Construct” approval under Section 92 of 


the OEB Act.  The OEB review of Hydro One’s application for Leave to Construct approval 


examines technical aspects, consumer protection and also includes provisions for 


engagement/consultation.  Hydro One submitted a section 92 Leave to Construct application to 


the OEB on February 15, 2018.   
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 Early Access to Land (subsection 98 (1.1) of the OEB Act).  Early access allows Hydro One 


employees and representatives to access private properties affected by the proposed Project in 


order to undertake a limited number of activities (including biological and archaeological field 


studies, data collection, legal surveys and soil testing) while the Section 92 application is under 


consideration by the OEB.  This early access is required to gather seasonal data for the EA and 


other approvals and to bring the project in-service by the required due date. 


 


2.4 The Expropriation Act 
 


Hydro One’s goal is to secure voluntary property settlements with affected property owners (“Property 


Owners”) in a timely manner, to the extent practicable, for the portion of properties to be utilized for 


the Project.  Property Owners will be offered the choice of Hydro One acquiring either an easement or 


the fee simple interest in the lands required for the Project. Hydro One’s offers will be based upon 


appraisal reports prepared by external, independent Accredited Appraisal Institute of Canada (AACI) 


appraisers retained by Hydro One. 


Hydro One’s primary intent is to negotiate easement rights with landowners. In some cases, it will be 


necessary to purchase entire properties where current uses are incompatible with a transmission 


corridor e.g., a permanent structure or residence under a transmission line.    


These project-specific land acquisition compensation principles are founded upon Hydro One’s past 


experience pertaining to land acquisition matters for new transmission projects. Hydro One’s central 


consideration has been the need for Property Owners to have flexibility and choice while balancing 


Hydro One’s desire to achieve timely acquisition of property interests and its obligation to ensure that 


expenditures are fair and reasonable to ratepayers. 


Should voluntary property settlements meet an impasse, Chapter E.26 under the Ontario Expropriations 


Act, outlines the conditions and restrictions under which a claim for expropriation can be submitted, and 


the rights of residents facing the claim.  The expropriation plan must be approved and registered under 


both the OEB Act and the Expropriations Act prior to commencement of construction of the new line.   


Expropriations would also need to be approved by the OEB under s.99 of the OEB Act. 


 


2.5 Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 
 


An electricity project subject to the EA Act may also be subject to the Canadian Environmental 


Assessment Act (CEA Act).  CEA Act includes a list of projects or activities (also known as Regulations 


Designating Physical Activities), which identify major projects with the greatest potential for significant 


adverse environmental impact and thus require a federal EA under CEA Act. 
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The Lake Superior Lake project is not considered a “designated project” as the Project does not meet the 


requirements as stipulated in the regulation designating physical activities, and therefore the CEA Act 


does not apply.  In the event that the Project is modified and meets the criteria at a future date, thereby 


becoming a “designated project” under the CEA Act, Hydro One will notify the Canadian Environmental 


Assessment Agency (CEAA). 


Although the Lake Superior Link project is not a designated project under the CEA Act, the Project may 


require federal approvals or authorizations where the transmission route crosses federal lands.  Federal 


lands include two First Nation reserves (Michipicoten First Nation Reserve and Pays Plat First Nation) 


under Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) jurisdiction (formerly Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada) 


and one National Park (Pukaskwa National Park) under Parks Canada jurisdiction. 


Authorization for works within Pukaskwa National Park will be required from Parks Canada.   Hydro One 


currently has a License of Occupation for its existing infrastructure and this license is currently being 


renewed, remaining in effect until such renewal is complete.  Upgrades to infrastructure within the Park 


are allowable within the existing license agreement as they are not considered new development.  Parks 


Canada has confirmed in a letter sent on 27 November 2017 that Parks Canada is prepared to continue 


to consider the Hydro One request in accordance with the License of Occupation, applicable laws and 


policies, and Indigenous consultation obligations.  Additionally, mitigations would need to be identified 


and  more information on construction impacts, as per Article 8.01 of the current License Agreement, is 


required, as well as  completion of either a Basic or Detailed Impact Assessment under Section 67 of the 


CEA Act. An updated Environmental Evaluation Report was provided to Parks Canada on January 24, 


2018, which satisfies the requirements of the agreement.  Studies and consultation will address impacts 


and mitigations within the Park area and the Impact Assessment will be provided to Parks Canada per 


Section 67.  


The usage of First Nation reserve land would require Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) authorization.  


Requirements to this end may be via Project Description Report and/or through a Land Use Permit.  


Consultation with local First Nations is ongoing throughout the lifecycle of the project and will include 


further determination of approvals for use of reserve land. Hydro One will consult with CEAA and will 


work closely with federal authorities to provide specific details about the location and extent of the 


project, including providing a project description, to enable a determination of any permit or 


authorization requirements.  


 


2.6 Other Relevant Provincial Legislation, Permits and Policies 
 


Based on current information, a number of permits, licences and approvals under Provincial legislation 


may be required.  In some cases, a final determination cannot be made until the detailed design phase 


for the project. These may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
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 approval under the Lakes and Rivers Improvement Act, to undertake work on shore lands and 


works within a water body (Consolidated Work Permit); 


 approval for ownership/easement of land on which structures are built from the MNRF under 


the Public Lands Act; 


 permits from the MNRF under the Public Lands Act, for site alteration on Crown lands or 


infrastructure on or over Crown lands; 


 work permit controls, at all times of the year, for clearing within 300 m of a forest or woodland 


from the MNRF Forest Management Branch under the Forest Fires Prevention Act; 


 approval under Aggregate Resources Act, to extract aggregate within Crown lands. 


 Forest Resource License to harvest timber on Crown lands as per the Crown Forest Sustainability 


Act; 


 Fish Scientific Collectors Permits and Wildlife Scientific Collection Authorizations from the MNRF 


under the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act;  


 Approvals to work within provincial parks, if required under Provincial Parks and Conservation 


Reserves Act; 


 Authorization under Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, should the Project potentially impact 


wildlife; 


 permits for application of pesticides from the MOECC under the Pesticides Act, for vegetation 


management during the operation phase; 


 under the Ontario Heritage Act, an archaeological assessment(s) is required to obtain Ministry 


of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS) clearance.   


 heritage and heritage landscape compliance with the Ontario Heritage Act.  


 approval of new structures, encroachment entrances or construction that may affect existing 


and planned highways from the Ministry of Transportation under the Provincial Transportation 


and Highway Improvement Act; 


 compliance with industrial design/construction safety regulations, including filing notice of 


project before construction commences, of the Ontario Ministry of Labour under the 


Occupational Health and Safety Act; 


 compliance with health regulations of the Ministry of Health under the Public Health Act; 


 withdrawal of staking rights or lands from prospecting under the Mining Act, 1990; 


 permits under the Ontario Water Resources Act (section 53) for water taking or discharge, 


dewatering.   


 approvals under the Ontario’s Environmental Protection Act (section 9) on airborne emissions, 


noise, hazardous waste and sewage/waste management.   


 Provincial Policy Statement [Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Ministry of Housing (MMA, MAH), 


2014}; 


 Water Management Policies and Guidelines (MOECC), Policy 1 and 2; and, 


 permits may be required under the Endangered Species Act. 
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2.7 Other Relevant Federal Legislation, Permits, and Policies  
 


Other relevant federal legislation and policies include, but are not limited to: 


 Species at Risk Act (Environment and Climate Change Canada);  


 Migratory Birds Convention Act (Environment and Climate Change Canada); 


 Fisheries Act (Fisheries and Oceans Canada); 


 Navigation Protection  Act (Transport Canada); 


 Aeronautics Act (Transport Canada);  


 Railway Safety Act (Transport Canada); 


 Parks Canada Agency Act (Parks Canada); 


 Indian Act (Indigenous Services Canada); and,  


 Canada Transportation Act. 


Federal policies regarding species and habitat protection include: 


 Policy on Wetland Conservation; 


 Canadian Biodiversity Strategy; 


 Convention on Biological Diversity; and 


 Wildlife Policy for Canada. 


All approvals that are necessary for the Project to proceed will be outlined in the EA document.  It may 


not be practicable to complete all required surveys in relation to other approvals prior to submission of 


the EA document, but Hydro One will commit to continue and complete all information collection prior 


to construction. 
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3. Overview of the EA Process and Requirements for the Proposed 


Project 
 


The EA study will comply with requirements set out in the EA Act. Hydro One will submit the EA for 


review and approval to the Minister of Environment and Climate Change, following an extensive 


engagement/consultation process.   As previously discussed in Section 2.1, the MOECC states: “A 


proponent should use subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) if there is a more defined planning process and 


more details of the proposal are already known (for example, the potential alternatives it wishes to 


evaluate).”  Based on the previously conducted needs assessment and the prioritization of the project 


from regulatory bodies, a more focused approach to the EA will be utilized.  


The EA will consist of the following components: 


 a description and purpose of the Project based on the recommendations and decisions of the 


IESO and the government; 


 a description of and statement of the rationale for the Project; 


 the EA will not include a description and rationale for the Do Nothing alternative as the Project 


has already been identified by the regulator as a priority project; 


 the EA will not include a description and rationale of alternative methods of carrying out the 


Project as it has already been extensively studied by the regulator and the preferred alternative 


has already been identified. However, the identified reference route and reference route 


alternative will be considered for the Project as well as design considerations and local 


refinements; 


 a description of the environment that will be affected, or might reasonably be expected to 


affected directly or indirectly by the Project and the alternative routes considered; 


 a description of the advantages and disadvantages that will be caused or might reasonably be 


expected to be caused to the environment as a result of the Project, and the alternative 


methods of carrying out the Project; 


 a description of the actions necessary or that may be reasonably expected to be necessary to 


prevent, change, remedy or mitigate any effects; 


 description of the advantages and disadvantages of the alternative route methods; 


 description of the public, agency and stakeholder consultations and Indigenous communities 


and groups engagement and consultation undertaken during the EA process; 


 pre- and post- development environmental monitoring plan (as necessary); and, 


 supporting documents, maps, etc., as required under the EA Act and its regulations. 


 


An outline of the ToR and its contents can be found in Section 1.5 which will contribute to the overview 


of the EA process and requirements for the proposed Project. The project as a whole will be assessed 


using the best information available with levels of detail tailored to maximize the clarity of the process.   
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3.1 Flexibility to Accommodate New Circumstances 
 


The lifecycle of a complex and geographically extensive and diverse project from the conceptual stage to 


operation may be subject to project changes. In addition, the time gap between a ToR and a successful 


EA submission potentially allows for new circumstances to arise.  To address these changes, there is a 


requirement for flexibility within the document to lay out a framework for a successful EA submission 


and subsequent construction and operational phases.  Project design updates, study area changes, novel 


information, and implementation of input from the consultation process are examples of new 


circumstances arising during a project lifecycle. These degrees of flexibility allow proponents reasonable 


measures to address unforeseen circumstances but still maintain regulatory compliance throughout the 


project phases without starting the ToR and EA process anew.  Some of these changes are likely to be 


minor and have limited consequences while others may be more significant and require consultation 


with a number of stakeholders and agencies.  Hydro One has prepared this ToR with the most complete 


state of knowledge at the time of its preparation but acknowledges the Project need to adapt to new 


circumstances.  


 


3.2 EA Document Preparation and Submission 
 


The EA will be consistent with the requirements on the EA Act described in Section 2.1. As described in 


the MOECC’s Code of Practice on Preparing and Reviewing Environmental Assessments in Ontario, the 


EA will include: 


 an Executive Summary; 


 list of studies and reports; 


 Terms of Reference requirements; 


 identification of the proponent; 


 commitments and monitoring; 


 other approvals; 


 consultation summary; and, 


 appendices. 


In addition, commitments to post-approval actions including project notification, remedial action plans, 


etc. will also be described. The EA will document need, the purpose for the undertaking, alternative 


routes, engagement/consultation undertaken, a description of and rationale for the undertaking, 


environmental baseline, environmental effects and proposed mitigation measures associated with the 


undertaking, commitments to compliance monitoring, and future commitments to be satisfied at 


subsequent design stages. Further information will be included if warranted.   
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In addition to the EA, reference reports will be prepared at appropriate stages of the EA to document 


technical work that is undertaken to support the decision-making process. These reference reports will 


be included as technical appendices to the EA as described in the Code of Practice. 


A draft EA will be made available to the public, federal and provincial government agencies, 


municipalities and Indigenous communities and groups for review prior to formal submission to the 


MOECC. The documentation will be available at government offices, public libraries and on the project 


web site. Hard copies will be made available to the Bands to allow for comments by their members. 


Subsequent to the pre-submission review and consideration of any comments received, the EA will be 


formally submitted to the MOECC for an approval decision.  


The EA will provide a comprehensive list of all relevant commitments made during the preparation of 


the ToR and the EA to guide future environmental work and engagement/consultation as well as effects 


and compliance monitoring.  All monitoring will be consistent with MOECC requirements. 


 


  







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 27 


4. Description of the Undertaking and Evaluation of Alternative 


Methods 
 


The project consists of a new approximately 400 km long double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line 


connecting the Lakehead TS to the Wawa TS, with a connection at the Marathon TS. The majority of the 


new transmission line will be constructed on a new right-of-way (ROW) that is largely on or adjacent to 


the existing Hydro One transmission corridor (the existing East-West Tie, or EWT). There are two 


exceptions to this routing. The first is the section of approximately 35 km in the Reference Route 


through Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure will be renewed and replaced, with no 


corridor widening required. Two new circuits and the two existing circuits would be installed on new 


quad-circuit structures. The second is in both the Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative and 


includes the routing of the line around the communities of Dorion and Loon Lake (approximately 57 km 


in length) within the section between Nipigon and Lakehead TS, which deviates from the existing EWT.  


See Figure 1 for further details on these route alternatives.  Temporary and permanent access roads, 


storage and laydown yards, will be form part of the project facilities and are discussed further in Section 


4. 


4.1 Study Area  
 


The Project is located in the Province of Ontario and extends from the Municipality of Shuniah near the 


City of Thunder Bay to east of the Municipality of Wawa. A key map showing the location of the Project 


and routing of the transmission line is presented in Figure 1. The majority of the Project is located on 


provincial Crown land, with some sections within easements acquired from private landowners. The EA 


will study both reference route and reference route alternative study areas.  


It should be noted that another proponent, NextBridge, has done studies in the area of the proposed 


corridor.  Where there is an overlap of the study areas, Hydro One is generally not duplicating these 


studies, but using the information available publicly through an EA document already funded by the 


ratepayers of Ontario.   


 


4.2 Alternative Methods 
 


The Environmental Assessment Act requires proponents under Section 6.1 (2) to conduct an alternatives 


assessment to demonstrate the advantages and disadvantages of the preferred alternative in 


comparison to other alternatives considered.  The East-West tie project has been identified by the 


Ministry of Energy, the OEB and the IESO as a priority project, as per an Order-in-Council issued by the 


Lieutenant Governor in Council on March 4, 2016 and will utilize a focused method.  An extensive 


alternatives assessment process has been previously performed by these agencies in the needs 
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assessments and rationale for the East-West Tie Expansion project conducted by OPA and IESO.  In these 


assessments, other alternatives to the undertaking, such as increased local generation and other 


transmission solutions were assessed and the proposed East-West Tie transmission project was 


identified as the preferred option (IESO).  Under subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the focused EA the 


assessment of alternatives and approach will take into account the IESO recommendations. As such, the 


need and method for the goals of the project have been clearly identified and the ToR will not contain 


an assessment of alternatives to the undertaking.  Instead, the evaluation of alternatives will focus on 


the assessment of alternative methods for carrying out the undertaking, in the form of routing 


alternatives.  A reference route will be evaluated against an alternative route to compare the 


advantages and disadvantages of each option in the context of the natural environment, socio-economic 


environment and technical-administrative and cost considerations.  


The sections below identify the transmission route that will be assessed and will describe the local 


refinement and design considerations.  


 


4.3 Do Nothing Alternative 
 


The “Do Nothing” alternative represents what is expected to happen if none of the alternatives being 


considered is carried out (MOECC 2014).  As with the alternative methods outlined above, the need and 


rationale for the Project has been clearly identified by the government.  The EA will not assess a “Do 


Nothing” alternative but instead focus on the comparative advantages and disadvantages of the 


proposed reference route and reference route alternatives.    


 


4.4 Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative 
 


Hydro One has put forward two route alternatives for assessment. Each of the proposed routes fulfills 


the connection criteria outlined by the government and have been developed to be located adjacent to 


existing transmission corridors, where possible, in accordance with the Provincial Policy Statement.  


Figure 3 shows the reference route (solid line) and reference route alternative (dotted line).  The 


reference route travels from the Wawa TS through Pukaskwa National Park to the Marathon TS along 


the existing Hydro One ROW.  From there, it follows the shore of Lake Superior until Dorion where it 


travels north of the existing ROW and connects to the Lakehead TS.  The reference route alternative 


follows the same route as the reference route, except that, prior to entering Pukaskwa National Park 


from the east, it travels north to White River and follows Highway 17 west to the Marathon TS to avoid 


the area through Pukaskwa National Park.   
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Figure 3 – Reference route (solid red line) and reference route alternative (dotted blue line). 


At a minimum, the alternatives assessment will consider the following questions, as outlined in Section 


5.2.5 of the Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for Environmental Assessments in Ontario 


(MOECC 2016) document:  


 Do they provide a viable solution to the problem or opportunity to be addressed? 
 Are they proven technologies? 
 Are they technically feasible? 
 Are they consistent with other relevant planning objectives, policies and decisions (for example, 


Official Plan, Provincial Policy Statement, Growth Plans under the Places to Grow Act, 2005)? 
 Are they consistent with provincial government priority initiatives (for example, waste diversion, 


energy efficiency, source water protection, reducing greenhouse gas emissions)? 
 Could they affect any sensitive environmental features (for example, provincially significant 


wetlands, prime agricultural area, endangered species habitat, floodplains, archaeological 
resources, built heritage)? 


 Are they practical, financially realistic and economically viable? 
 Are they within the ability of the proponent to implement? 
 Can they be implemented within the defined study area? 
 Are they appropriate to the proponent doing the study? 
 Are they able to meet the purpose of the Environmental Assessment Act? 


4.4.1 Local Refinements of the Reference Route 


 


The project team, in consultation with affected/interested persons, will highlight specific areas where 


the reference route could be refined if an alternative will result in potentially significant benefits, all 


factors considered.     
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As a result of consultation, the EA will work to seek other local route refinements and evaluate them.  


The evaluation will examine the differences in net effects and costs associated with local alignment 


configurations.  After engagement/consultation with landowners, agencies, municipalities, Indigenous 


communities and groups, and interest groups, the project team may refine the reference alignment.  


Hydro One acknowledges that consideration of local refinements may require additional and timely 


notification of new potentially affected landowners.  The decision-making process will be clearly 


documented and presented to stakeholders for input and comment, and to ensure that issues have 


been addressed.   


When route refinements are being considered, a local study area will be established. Data will be 


collected for environmental features within the study area to identify the preferred route alternative.  


This data is intended to assist in determining the overall effect of the ROW alignment on the natural and 


socio-economic environments to develop appropriate mitigation measures.  These evaluation criteria 


and indicators may be subject to refinement and modification during the EA process based on study 


findings, consultation and provincial policy.  Technical, administrative and cost criteria will also be 


considered in this process.   


Route refinement selection will be evaluated in a comparative manner by different factor groups 


(natural environment, socio-economic environment, technical-administrative-cost); criteria (human and 


natural components of the environment that potentially could be affected by the project); and 


indicators (direct quantitative measures that can be used to represent the measurements of potential 


effects for each criterion). Data sources will be identified for each indicator. For consistency and 


reliability, data sets will be limited to secondary source data readily available to Hydro One, for example, 


in a consistent Geographic Information System (GIS) format for the various options.  Some examples of 


indicators to be used for each criterion include the following:   


 Natural Environment (proximity to known Species At Risk) 
 Socio-economic Criteria (number of properties crossed) 
 Technical, Administrative and Cost Criteria (total route distance and area) 


Other factors will be considered depending on stakeholder and Indigenous community input.  For 


consistency and reliability, data sets will rely on secondary source data readily available to Hydro One, 


supplemented, as appropriate, by primary data collected from interest groups, agencies, utilities, 


members of the public, Ministries, Indigenous communities and field studies. Published secondary 


source data for the evaluation of alternative methods, such as aerial photos and GIS data, will be 


obtained from agencies and municipal Official Plans. The analysis and results of the methodology 


described above will be prepared and documented in the EA and its appendices.  Appendix 2 contains a 


list of criteria and their indicators.  
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4.5 Evaluation of Alternative Methods 
 


The alternatives evaluation will examine the differences in net effects and costs associated with 


alignment configurations. These following general principles will be applied by Hydro One during the EA 


process in the development and evaluation of alternative methods:  


 maximizing paralleling  existing infrastructure corridors; 
 minimizing the affected land area;  
 minimizing negative effects on existing and designated land uses; 
 minimizing negative effects on agricultural lands and operations; 
 minimizing negative effects on natural systems, with particular emphasis on natural features, 


functions and communities (including treed lots and vegetation); 
 minimizing negative effects on built-up areas that provide a cultural, recreational, social and 


economic benefit; 
 minimizing negative effects on businesses, farmers and landowners; and, 
 maximizing opportunities to enhance positive effects on the natural and socio-economic 


environment.  


These principles for evaluating alternative methods are intended to minimize significant environmental 


effects. Modifications to the project design will occur throughout the project planning in conjunction 


with discussions with stakeholders and Indigenous communities and groups.  Evaluation methodologies 


will be fully documented within the EA. 


 


4.6 Technical Overview of the Undertaking 
 


The general location of the Project and certain technical specifications has been determined by the OEB. 
Specifically, on December 20, 2011, the OEB issued an Information Package on the East-West Tie Line to 
Electricity Transmitters that registered to participate in the bid process for the Project. The information 
package provided a definition of the Project for designation purposes, as well as the minimum technical 
requirements for the Project.   


The project will comply with North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC), Northeast Power 


Coordinating Council, Inc., and IESO reliability standards. Climate Change will be taken into account 


during the design of the Project.  The following sections outline the technical portions of the Project.  


4.6.1 Design Considerations 


 


The project will enhance safety and security of electrical supply and design considerations will be 


evaluated consistent with this purpose.  Alternative design considerations involving span length, tower 


height, alignment of access roads, timing of construction and tower design will be evaluated based on 


site-specific environmental and technical considerations and stakeholder input. The criteria and 
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principles defined above will also be used to evaluate design considerations.  Changes to project design 


will be made to accommodate landowner concerns if it is practicable to do so without negatively 


affecting other landowners, environmental features or significantly negatively affecting overall project 


costs.  Hydro One will document landowner issues, how these decisions were made, and the results. 


Alternative design considerations available to mitigate potential effects include: 


 span length between the towers to avoid environmental features (such as ANSIs, ESAs, hazard 
lands, or crossing water bodies), where required; 


 tower height to avoid environmental features, where required;  
 access road specifics, including alignment, location, and removal or possible retention after 


construction is complete, if required;   
 site-specific vegetation management regimes; 
 construction timing (seasonal) and staging along the ROW to minimize potential effects on the 


natural environment and farming operations; and, 
 tower siting and placement for specific applications to minimize aesthetic effects on the local 


public and the traveling public or disturbances to farming operations.  


4.6.2 Transmission Line 


 


The transmission line will be designed to be an overhead 230 kV Alternating Current (AC) double-circuit 


transmission line. The transmission line will consist of transmission structures, insulators, conductors, 


overhead shield wires (OHSW), optical ground wire (OPGW) and grounding. 


Where the proposed route is adjacent to the existing East-West Tie Transmission Line the ROW will 


typically be up to 37 metres (m) wide. A ROW, typically up to 46 m wide, will be cleared of vegetation to 


accommodate the transmission line around the communities of Dorion and Loon Lake between Nipigon 


and Lakehead. For the section of line through PNP, the corridor will not be widened and as such no 


vegetation removals are required outside the existing ROW. The ROW width for the line has been 


determined primarily through consideration of the design of the structures to be constructed, the span 


between structures, the sag of the conductor, and ability to utilize areas within the existing EWT 


corridor during construction. During construction, the requirement for additional permanent ROW 


easements may be identified to accommodate tower assembly and erection; and conductor stringing 


and tensioning, angles in the route, or long spans. 


4.6.3 Transmission Line Structures 


 


Three (3) different transmission structure types will be used, depending on the line location, which may 
include guyed towers and self‐supporting structures.  Figure 4 shows the different types of proposed 
structures. 
 
The actual number of structures and type of foundation will depend on span distances between the 
structures, as determined by topographic, meteorological, technical environmental and socio-economic 
constraints.  This will be confirmed in the detail design stage for the Project.  
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Figure 4 – Proposed typical structure types and heights. 


4.6.4 Access Roads 


 


Temporary access roads will be required for the construction of the Project in some areas. Construction 


requires temporary access to the ROW for clearing and site preparation, construction of the dead-end 


structures, for cleanup and site restoration. It is the intention to upgrade and utilize, where possible, the 


existing access roads that were used to build the existing East-West Tie line, built in the 1960’s. Also, 


where scheduling permits, it is the intention to use winter roads as a means of access. 


All-terrain vehicles will be used to carry out ground based inspections and right of way maintenance. 


Maintenance of the transmission line and any emergency repairs will be carried out using helicopters for 


both access and the delivery of materials and equipment.  


4.6.5 Storage, Laydown and Fly Yards 


 


Storage, laydown and fly yards will be required to receive and distribute materials and equipment 


needed for construction of the transmission line. The EA will assess sites for potential usage as yards and 


it is expected that these yards will be established in strategic locations near the Project and 


communities. Materials, equipment and supplies from the storage yards will be transported by truck to 


laydown yards or to structure locations within the ROW, as required. The contractor may choose to 


transport materials by helicopter to structure locations not accessible by ground vehicle, and more 


specifically to those tower locations within PNP. Permits and/or authorizations for the storage and fly 







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 34 


yards will be obtained prior to their use, where applicable. Further details on number and size of yards 


will be determined later in the EA process.  


4.6.6 Construction Offices 


 


The contractor will establish temporary construction offices and communications. The exact locations 


and number of offices will be determined by Hydro One’s contractor. Typically, these facilities are leased 


or rented and may be located in the City of Thunder Bay, Township of Nipigon, Town of Marathon 


and/or Municipality of Wawa or near laydown yards, storage yards, or other temporary facilities. The 


construction offices will be decommissioned and/or returned to existing uses following completion of 


construction activities. 


4.6.7 Temporary Construction Easements 


 


Temporary construction easements are anticipated to be required at select locations along the corridor 
such as at dead-end structures to provide adequate space for equipment and materials to enable 
conductor pulling/tensioning. Once construction has been completed, all temporary construction 
easement areas will be decommissioned and restored as required.  


 


4.7 Project Phases 
 


The project includes the planning, design, construction, and operation and maintenance of the above 
project components. Project activities include: 


 site preparation, including clearing of vegetation for construction access along the ROW; 


 construction of new access roads and upgrades to existing roads; 


 transportation and delivery of construction equipment and materials along the ROW; 


 construction of tower foundations, tower structure assembly and erection, and conductor 


stringing and tensioning; 


 tower replacement within Pukaskwa National Park; 


 tie-in to existing transformer stations (Lakehead, Marathon and Wawa); 


 construction demobilization and restoration; and, 


 operation and maintenance of the new and modified power transmission line. 


4.7.1 Construction 


 


The construction and commissioning of the Project is expected to occur over an approximately 30-
month period, after acquiring all the necessary approvals, permits and clearances to construct. 
Construction activities will continue year-round, with some construction activities being staged and 
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implemented to avoid or minimize potential effects on environmentally sensitive areas or life cycle 
periods of wildlife, such as avoiding clearing of vegetation during the migratory bird nesting season. The 
detailed construction staging and sequencing of the Project will be determined by Hydro One in 
discussion with its construction contractor. Construction activities will typically occur during the working 
hours of 07:00 to 19:00 from Monday to Friday. However, regularly scheduled night-time work and/or 
weekend work may be required to address schedule delays caused by weather or other unexpected 
conditions. Project commissioning and start-up is expected to occur shortly after construction and 
testing is completed. The main construction activities that have the potential to affect the natural 
environmental and socio-economic features include the following, in sequential order: 


 surveying, staking and geotechnical investigations; 


 clearing and grubbing of vegetation; 


 construction of supportive infrastructure (e.g., access roads, watercourse crossings, laydown 


yards, and construction camps); 


 material delivery/distribution to sites; 


 foundation installation for transmission structures; 


 assembly and erection of transmission structures; 


 conductor installation (pull, sag and clip); 


 clean-up and restoration; and, 


 testing and commissioning. 


4.7.2 Operation 


 


Activities such as vegetation maintenance and transmission line assessments would be regularly 


performed on the transmission line.  Vegetation management activities are performed to manage and 


mitigate safety and reliability risks due to vegetation growing both on and off the ROW. 


The operating services to be conducted include: 


 structure climbing and helicopter inspections; 


 line hardware and insulator thermography; 


 ROW inspections; 


 visual ground patrol; 


 Vegetation management; and, 


 Repairs and maintenance. 


4.7.3 Decommissioning 


 


The Project will be operated for an indeterminate time period and retirement (or decommissioning) is 


not anticipated. Should decommissioning activities eventually be considered for some or all Project 


components, decommissioning will be planned and conducted in accordance with the relevant 


standards and regulatory requirements in effect at that time. 
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5. Consultation 
 


Effective consultation for both the ToR and EA is a vital part of the Project lifecycle.  Interested parties 


can raise concerns about the project during the ToR and EA process so that Project planning can resolve 


issues before they arise.  Consultation can result in mitigation of impacts to individuals and 


communities, fewer conflicts and delays and helps to improve transparency around the ToR, EA and 


Project planning process.   


The objectives of the consultation plans are to: 


 consult with all potentially affected and interested stakeholders; 


 provide sufficient information in a user-friendly format; 


 provide opportunities for input before decisions are made; 


 provide appropriate, flexible and convenient opportunities for consultation that meet the needs 


of stakeholders; 


 be responsive by listening to comments, giving them careful consideration, making changes to 


Project proposals where appropriate and providing a rationale where no change is made; 


 document the consultation program as well as the issues raised by stakeholders and provide 


written responses to key issues; and, 


 evaluate the effectiveness of the program on an ongoing basis and make changes for 


improvement. 


Meaningful consultation lasts the life of the Project. Figure 5 identifies the key decision-points in the 


project and the proposed consultation activities for each.   The timelines in the figure are required 


to meet the project need date. Specific consultation activities are described below. 
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Figure 5 – Key decision points during the EA process 
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5.1 Principles and Approach 
 


Consistent with the MOECC Code of Practice and best practices in public consultation and engagement, 


a number of key principles underpin the approach, for this project, including: 


 early, ongoing, clear, timely and respectful communication and dialogue with all stakeholders; 


 a ‘no surprises’ for elected officials by providing advance copies of information being circulated 


in the public domain; 


 provision of multiple and ongoing opportunities for all affected and interested parties to 


communicate with members of the project team and to provide input in a way that meets their 


needs; 


 open, transparent, and flexible planning and decision-making processes; and, 


 thorough documentation of input received during the consultation process and follow-up with 


all participants on how their input was incorporated into project plans, or an explanation of why 


it could not be incorporated. 


The Lake Superior Link team will approach communication and consultation with: 


 a focus on building local relationships by communicating with the residents and officials, media 


and interest groups in the immediate project area and identifying opportunities for face-to-face 


meetings; 


 a commitment to ongoing conversations with communities along the route, including 


Indigenous communities, about what tangible benefits we can bring to the region; and, 


 dedicated property agents to communicate personally with property owners adjacent to the 


proposed corridor (two agents for the permanent rights and one for temporary rights). 


 


5.2 Stakeholder Identification 
 


There are a wide range of project interests and stakeholders. Interactions with stakeholders will be 


compiled and consultation commitments will be tracked.  The following stakeholders will be consulted 


with in regard to both reference and alternative routes: 


 owners and occupants (tenants) of property within the proposed transmission corridor; 


 residents within the area of the transmission line route; 


 non-government organizations and groups with an interest in the project; 


 agencies with an interest in the project including the Government Review Team; 


 municipalities affected by the project; 


 Indigenous communities as identified  by the Crown via the Ontario Ministry of Energy; and, 


 interested members of the public. 
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Early in the Project planning stage a Government Review Team Master Distribution List was obtained 
from the MOECC. This list is used to ensure that the distribution of Project materials is directed to the 
appropriate Federal, Provincial and Municipal agencies.  
 
Stakeholders, interest groups and members of the public have been identified in various ways.  
Geographical Information System data was used to identify directly and potentially impacted property 
owners. A third party realty team was used to gather names, addresses and contact information through 
publicly available sources. Stakeholders and interest groups were identified through research and 
previously completed publicly available environmental assessment information.  
 
In delegating procedural aspects of consultation, the Ministry of Energy has identified fourteen First 
Nations and four Métis Groups as having a potential interest in the Project. 
 
A comprehensive contact list is being maintained from the outset of the Project. The list is updated 
regularly as contacts change and new contacts are identified through consultation activities. 
It is important to keep people up-to-date about what is happening on the project and inviting input from 
stakeholders.  The following on-going consultation activities are planned for the project:  
 


 Website – A dedicated project website will continue to be updated throughout the EA process 


and will offer visitors access to project information and the opportunity to comment on the 


proposal.  The purpose of the website is to provide a widely accessible venue for a large number 


of stakeholders to obtain and download a wide range of information in a timely manner 


throughout the life of the project.  However, internet access is not universally available and 


thus, alternative options for obtaining information will be available.  The website can be found 


at https://www.hydroone.com/lakesuperiorlink.  An email address 


community.relations@hydroone.com is available on the website for comments and questions to 


be submitted to the project team; 


 Hotline – The project hotline, 1-877-345-6799, will provide 24 hour voicemail access throughout 


the life of the project.  This will give stakeholders another opportunity to leave comments or 


request information regarding the project; 


 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) – A list of FAQs has been posted to the project web site and 


will be updated periodically to reflect new issues and concerns; 


 Media – Media will be provided with project information, including a letter, contact card, 


newsletter, FAQs and technical briefings if needed; and, 


 Documents distributed and posted in public places – Draft and final ToR and EA documents will 


be distributed to agencies, key interest groups, and municipal officials and staff of communities 


along the project route.  Hydro One will make documents available locally for review by 


members of the public.  Documents will also be available for download from the project website 


for those with internet access.  


 



https://www.hydroone.com/lakesuperiorlink

mailto:community.relations@hydroone.com
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5.3 Duty to Consult with Indigenous Peoples 
 


It is the responsibility of the Crown to determine whether a Duty to Consult has been triggered and, if 
so, the appropriate depth of consultation to be undertaken.  If the Crown has determined that 
consultation is required with respect to the Project, then the Crown will:   


 Advise Hydro One in a timely manner of the Indigenous communities to be consulted and the 


depth of necessary consultation with respect to each community; and, 


 Notify the identified Indigenous communities that it has delegated procedural aspects of 


consultation on the Project to Hydro One; and Undertake any preliminary and ongoing 


assessment of the depth of consultation required for each identified community. 


The courts have established that the constitutional duty to consult rests with the Crown.  However, 


government can delegate some of the procedural aspects of the duty to consult upon project 


proponents. Also, government may coordinate consultation activities of agencies and proponents. 


Project proponents are obliged under the EA Act to consult with all interested parties.  In addition, the 


public consultation process is also open to the Indigenous communities and groups. On March 2, 2018, 


Hydro One was delegated procedural aspects of consultation with First Nation and Métis communities in 


the project area on behalf of the Crown via written letter from the Ministry of Energy.   


Hydro One is committed to working closely with the Crown to ensure that the duty to consult 


Indigenous communities and groups is fulfilled.  Hydro One will develop an engagement and 


consultation plan for executing its responsibilities during the course of the Environmental Assessment 


and other processes undertaken by the Crown. Hydro One will work directly with Indigenous leadership 


to disseminate clear and concise information to their communities. 


 


5.4 Consultation Plan for the ToR 
 


Hydro One has a detailed consultation plan for the ToR.  It involves keeping all potentially interested 


stakeholders informed of the project and soliciting their input at key points. The following describes the 


public and Indigenous consultation activities undertaken or to be undertaken in relation to the 


preparation of the ToR. 


5.4.1 Agency and Public Consultation 


 


Community Information Centres (CICs) were held in March 2018 in nine communities to introduce the 


project and to let people know that Hydro One was applying for OEB Section 92 approval to build the 


transmission line between Lakehead TS and Wawa TS. 
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Hydro One published the Notice of Commencement of ToR and invitation to Community Information 


Centres in French and English the week of May 28 and June 4, 2018 in the Thunder Bay Source, Nipigon 


Red Rock Gazette, Terrace Bay Schreiber News, Marathon Mercury, Wawa Algoma News Review, 


mywawa.ca and the Thunder Bay Chronicle.  


A community flyer, double-sided in French and English, was delivered to 39,000 subscribers and non- 


subscribers of the Thunder Bay Chronicle. Over 5,000 households in communities east of Thunder Bay to 


Wawa received the flyer via Canada Post unaddressed Ad mail. 


Radio advertisements publicizing the project and CICs will be running the week of June 4 and June 11 on 


the following radio stations CFNO (Marathon, also covering Red Rock and Nipigon); CJSD, CKPR, CKTG 


and CJUK (Thunder Bay, also covering Schreiber and Dorion); and WJWA (Wawa, covering White River 


and Wawa). 


Government Review members and stakeholders have been sent the NoC and the draft ToR. Property 


owners were sent letters to notify them of the NoC, the CIC and the draft ToR.  


There will be a series of nine CICs held the week of June 11, 2018. The sessions are as follows: 


 
Monday June 11, 2018 
Thunder Bay 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room 
Nipigon  
5 p.m. -7:30 p.m. 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 32 
 
Tuesday June 12, 2018 
Red Rock 
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.  
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226 
Dorion 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  
Dorion Community Centre 
Terrace Bay 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre 
 
Wednesday June 13, 2018 
Schreiber 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
Marathon 
2 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
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Thursday June 14, 2018 
White River 
5p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
White River Community Centre 
Wawa 
5p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Royal Canadian Legion  
Branch 429 
 


The draft ToR will be available for review and comment at the CICs, at the local Municipal offices and on 


the Hydro One website from June 11 to July 10, 2018. Once comments have been incorporated, the 


proposed ToR will be submitted to the MOECC and made available for review in the summer of 2018. 


Meetings have been held with as MNRF and Parks Canada.  Future meetings have also been set-up.  


Government Agencies that were identified as being potentially interested in the project were phoned on 


June 8, 2018 and asked if they would like to discuss the Project and notified that the Draft ToR was being 


released for comments on June 11.  This will be followed up on June 11 by an e-mail to the stakeholder 


list with a link to the draft ToR on the Hydro One Projects webpage. 


5.4.2 Indigenous Communities and Groups  


 


Hydro One acknowledges the importance of conducting consultation through a process that is in 


alignment with community values, culture and protocols and is prepared to work with Indigenous 


communities and organizations to make necessary revisions to this Plan to ensure that it is respectful of 


community consultation protocols.  Hydro One commits to ensuring that all regional and community 


protocols will be respected. 


Hydro One recognizes the importance of engaging the Indigenous communities and groups regarding 


the Project..  In delegating procedural aspects of consultation, the Ministry of Energy has identified 


fourteen First Nations and four Métis Groups as having a potential interest in the project:  


 Animbiigoo Zaagi’igan Anishnaabek First Nation ;  


 Biinjitiwaabik Zaaging Anishinaabek First Nation; 


 Biigtigong Nishnaabeg; 


 Bingwi Neyaashi Anishinaabek 


 Pic Mobert First Nation; 


 Fort William First Nation; 


 Ginoogaming First Nation; 


 Long Lake #58 First Nation; 


 Michipicoten First Nation; 


 Missanabie Cree First Nation; 


 Ojibways of Batchewana; 


 Ojibways of Garden River; 
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 Pays Plat First Nation; 


 Red Rock Indian Band (Lake Helen); 


 MNO (Métis Nation of Ontario) Greenstone Métis Council; 


 Red Sky Métis Independent Nation; 


 MNO Superior North Shore Métis Council; and, 


 MNO Thunder Bay Métis Council. 


Hydro One acknowledges that there may be additional Indigenous communities, not included in the 


preceding list that may come forward with information on the potential effects of the Project upon their 


section 35 rights. Hydro One will advise the Crown and seek a determination as to whether the Duty to 


Consult has been triggered and if so, the depth of required consultation. 


All eighteen Indigenous Communities that were in the delegation letter from the Ministry of Energy 


were sent the NoC.  Follow-up phone calls were made offering to meet and discuss the project.  


The administration offices of all eighteen Indigenous Communities will receive a hard copy of the draft 


ToR for their review and comment between June 11 and July 10, 2018.   Hydro One will contact each 


office to arrange to meet and discuss the ToR. CICs are being scheduled in Indigenous Communities to 


provide community members with Project details, inform them of the ToR and provide an opportunity 


for comment. Current CIC schedule includes: 


Wednesday June 13, 2018 
Biinjitiwaabik Zaaging Anishinaabek First Nation 
1p.m. -5 p.m. 
 
Red Rock Indian Band 
5p.m. - 8 p.m. 


5.4.3 Consultation Record  


 


Hydro One will maintain a comprehensive consultation record and track issues to document all 


stakeholder, public, agency and Indigenous engagement activities material to the ToR.  The records will 


be used to: 


 document concerns and follow-up actions and responses; 


 maintain a current record of staff and community representatives; and, 


 maintain a record of all communications (including phone calls and e-mails) and information 


provided to interested parties as well as consultation events/activities with each community. 


The consultation log will be updated to reflect each communication and activity.  A copy of the 


aggregate consultation record will be provided to regulators as required by the regulator and each 


Indigenous community will be provided with a copy of the consultation record pertaining to that 


community concurrent with the submission to regulators. The consultation database will include the 


following information relating to each engagement and consultation event or activity: 
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 date on which the communication, event or activity occurred; 


 method of communication: e.g. letter, e-mail, phone call, face-to-face; 


 identification of  initiator and recipient of communication or in the case of a meeting, organizer 


and participants attending at the meeting; 


 copy of or link to communication in the case of written communication as well as copy of/or link 


to any other relevant documentation provided or generated as part of the communication, 


including all regulatory information provided, notices for community meetings, draft versions of 


all materials prepared for EA, summary of any resources and/or funding offered, 


requested/provided to the Indigenous community by Hydro One;  


 summary of communication or in the case of a meeting, meeting notes; and, 


 identification of issues raised or discussed and any follow-up action or undertaking. 


 


5.5  Consultation Plan for the EA 
 


The Consultation Plan for the EA will apply the same consultation principles as used in the ToR and will 


take into account feedback from Indigenous communities, stakeholders, and the public 


5.5.1 Public Consultation 


 


The following outlines the specific consultation activities that are planned for the EA: 


 Notice of Commencement of the EA – The Notice will announce the initiation of the EA. The 
Notice of Commencement will be published in local newspapers and include a brief explanation 
of the project, key contact information.  This activity is a mandatory requirement of the ToR and 
EA process.   


 Community flyers – Community flyers will continue to be produced at key decision points to 
keep stakeholders up to date on the progress of the EA and to invite them to consultation 
opportunities.  Community flyers will be made available on the project website and will be 
mailed to directly affected property owners within the project routing area and others on the 
contact list.  Community flyers will be produced and distributed via newspaper insert and 
unaddressed ad mail.   


 Issues Workshops – Workshops provide an opportunity for interested members of the public to 
assist in the EA process.  Workshops may be held as appropriate with property owners to 
confirm and develop design alternatives, apply evaluation criteria and establish the relative 
importance of criteria.  If specific issues are identified during the EA process, workshops may be 
utilized to address the issues.   


 Community Information Centres (CICs) – The purpose of the CICs will be to provide an 
opportunity for face-to-face discussion among municipal officials, affected property owners, 
interested individuals, interest groups and the project team.  A series of CICs will be held in the 
fall of 2018 in the same communities as for the ToR.  These CICs will be widely advertised with 
similar methods used for the ToR.  Comment forms will be distributed at the CICs to acquire 
responses to specific questions and to allow an opportunity for participants to provide further 
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comments on the proposal.  CIC panels and any handouts available at the CICs will also be 
posted on the project web site for review by those unable to attend the CICs. This series of CICs 
will allow members of the public to provide input on the proposed project, design (towers 
design and location, access road location and construction), mitigation and effect management, 
as well as review draft EA documents.  


 Meetings with property owners – Property agents and EA team members will meet with 
directly affected property owners where environmental effects have been identified to provide 
updated information on the project, identify issues and discuss the property acquisition process.  
This will provide another opportunity for affected property owners to meet face-to-face with 
project staff and identify any outstanding issues and concerns.  Property owners will also be 
notified directly of upcoming CICs and that the draft EA document is available for review 
through a mailing.  The mailings will include a project newsletter informing affected landowners 
of dates and locations of scheduled CICs and where and when they can review the draft EA and 
EA. 


 Interest group meetings –Key interest groups may request meetings with the project team 
during the EA process and Hydro One will discuss the project and take into account the feedback 
from these meetings.  Key interest groups will also be provided with a copy of the draft EA and 
EA for review.   


 Presentations to Councils and municipal organizations – Upon request, members of the Hydro 
One project team will appear before local Councils and municipal organizations to share project 
information, seek feedback on what tangible benefits mean to each community, and continue in 
a meaningful dialogue with each municipality.  


 Public Notice of Submission of EA to MOECC – Hydro One will notify affected property owners 


and others on the mailing list by mail that the EA document has been submitted to the Minister 


of the Environment and Climate Change for approval.  The Notice will be published in local 


newspapers along the route.  The Notice will also indicate that a government and public review 


has been initiated, the length of the minimum review period, and the date that comments are to 


be submitted to the MOECC Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch (EAPB) contact. 


5.5.2 Indigenous Communities and Groups Consultation 


 
The Consultation Plan is intended to enable Hydro One to carry out its responsibility as described under 


section 4.1(a) of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed with the Provincial Crown (Ministry of 


Energy) on the legal duty to consult.  In addition, the Consultation Plan is also intended to satisfy any 


consultation requirements which may be imposed on a proponent through the  operation of legislation 


or policy, including those contained in the provincial Environmental Assessment Act, the applicable 


Policies and Codes of Practice issued by the Ministry of the Environment and Hydro One’s Indigenous 


Relations Policy. Hydro One will advise the relevant Crown representatives/agencies of the results of the 


ongoing engagement with the Indigenous communities and groups and will work cooperatively with all 


involved to reach appropriate solutions.     


The Consultation Plan will also provide a process to facilitate constructive Project-related consultation 


dialogue between Hydro One and potentially affected Indigenous communities. Such a process will 


assist in the identification of potential adverse effects of the Project upon the asserted and established 
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Indigenous and treaty rights (hereinafter ‘section 35 rights’) of Indigenous communities as identified 


from the Crown and enable Hydro One to work together with those communities to develop avoidance 


and mitigation measures to address the potential adverse effects.  The Consultation Plan will be aligned 


with the environmental assessment process in order to ensure meaningful opportunities for review and 


comment by the Indigenous communities throughout the development and construction of the Project.      


Hydro One acknowledges the importance of conducting consultation through a process that is in 


alignment with community values, culture and protocols and is prepared to work with Indigenous 


communities and organizations to make necessary revisions to this Plan to ensure that it is respectful of 


community consultation protocols.  Hydro One commits to ensuring that all regional and community 


protocols will be respected. 


Consultation undertaken by Hydro One pursuant to this Plan will be guided by the following principles: 


 Ensuring that the consultation process is culturally appropriate and developed and implemented 


in collaboration with the Indigenous communities; 


 Ensuring that potentially affected Indigenous communities  are provided with relevant, 


understandable and accessible Project-related information in a timely and culturally appropriate 


manner; 


 Ensuring that potentially affected Indigenous communities have sufficient opportunity to 


identify and formulate and express their views on the potential adverse impacts of the Project 


upon their section 35 rights; and 


 Ensuring that Hydro One takes every reasonable step to avoid or mitigate/accommodate, as 


appropriate, the adverse effects of the Project upon section 35 rights. 


Hydro One’s process for Indigenous communities and groups is designed to provide information on the 


project to the Indigenous communities and groups in a timely manner.  Hydro One will respond to and 


address issues, concerns or questions raised by the Indigenous communities and groups in a clear and 


transparent manner throughout the completion of the regulatory approval processes (e.g., the EA 


process).  The process with Indigenous communities and groups will address the following objectives: 


 to provide opportunities for information sharing between Hydro One and potentially affected 


Indigenous communities as identified by the Crown, including information about the Project and 


associated review and regulatory processes; 


 to identify the potential adverse impacts of the Project (including social, environmental, 


economic, health and culture) upon section 35 rights;   


 to work with potentially affected Indigenous communities as identified by the Crown to identify 


measures to mitigate or avoid those potential adverse effects; 


 provide project-related information which is comprehensive and accessible to assist Indigenous 


communities and groups to effectively identify their concerns, and any possible effects of the 


project on their existing or asserted treaty or Aboriginal rights; 


 advise of the various provincial approvals that may be required;  
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 seek information from the Indigenous communities and groups that may be applicable to the 


study area, including information on Aboriginal interests and treaty rights including 


archaeological sites, and sacred sites and burial grounds;  


 seek input from Indigenous communities and groups on environmental studies to be conducted 


by Hydro One in the course of the project;  


 offer information centers or meetings with Indigenous communities and groups to provide 


project-related information and to address any concerns, issues or questions about the project; 


 provide information, where requested, on the OEB regulatory process and the EA process 


regarding the project;  


 address all issues and concerns raised by Indigenous communities and groups and to how the 


project may affect these interests; 


 consider any potentially affected interests, and clearly communicate the results;  


 address issues in relation to project land usage within First Nation Reserves; 


 incorporate traditional knowledge and use; 


 focus consultation on areas not already assessed and verifying publicly available information; 


and, 


 Hydro One will also work with Indigenous communities along the route to explore benefits and 


opportunities including, but not limited to, capacity building to participate in the engagement 


process, procurement and sub-contracting opportunities, job training, employment and equity 


participation; and, 


 record all forms of engagement with Indigenous communities and groups, including the creation 


of a list of concerns and issues raised regarding the project and Hydro One’s responses. 


In order to achieve the consultation objectives, Hydro One will:  


 provide Indigenous communities with timely notice of the Project so that they can consider 


possible impacts on their section 35 rights;   


 provide Indigenous communities with information about the Project and the applicable 


regulatory and approval processes on an ongoing basis; 


 meet with and take into consideration any communications from Indigenous communities in 


order to identify any concerns that the communities may have regarding the potential adverse 


impacts of the Project upon section 35 rights;  


 where appropriate, discuss with an Indigenous community measures to address potential 


adverse impacts of the Project upon its section 35 rights; 


 maintain a timely, open and transparent dialogue with potentially affected Indigenous 


communities through phone calls, face to face meetings, e-mails, correspondence and other 


means as appropriate to ensure understanding at each step in the Project’s progress; 


 offer Indigenous communities assistance, including capacity assistance, where appropriate for 


the purpose of participating in consultation on the Project; 


 provide support for community liaisons; and, 
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 document and respond to the issues and concerns which have been expressed by Indigenous 


communities to Hydro One during the EA and other regulatory processes. 


5.5.3  Agency Consultation Plan  


 


The purpose of the agency consultation is to: 


 identify concerns and opportunities and collect information related to the project;  


 identify issues related to the project, and where appropriate, proposed mitigation; 


 identify provincial and federal agency jurisdiction; 


 facilitate the development of a list of all required approvals, licenses or permits;  


 identify relevant guidelines, policies and standards; and, 


 list all the commitments/obligations and responsibilities of the proponent. 


Following the Notice of Commencement of the EA, an agency consultation package will be sent to all 


agency stakeholders from the federal, provincial and municipal governments and conservation 


authorities soliciting their input and feedback on the Project.  The consultation package will include a 


letter describing the project, a map of the project area and a feedback form for completion.   


Follow-up communications will occur with those agencies that request further meetings/involvement to 


discuss their input. Hydro One will be available to meet with agencies regularly to discuss issues that 


arise and provide progress reports as requested.  The feedback forms will capture general comments, 


while the meetings, if necessary, would allow probing of specific issues in greater detail.  Agencies will 


also be notified when the draft EA is available for review.  


Other consultation activities are as follows: 


 Newsletter – Newsletters will be made available on the project web site and will be e-mailed to 


all agency stakeholders; 


 Issues Workshops – Workshops may be held as appropriate with agencies, interest groups and 


municipal staff to confirm and develop design alternatives, apply evaluation criteria and 


establish the relative importance of criteria.  If specific issues are identified during the EA 


process, workshops may be utilized to address the issues;  


 Review Draft EA and EA- Agencies and the Government Review Team will be given copies of the 


Draft and EA for review; and, 


 Notice of Submission of EA to MOECC – Hydro One will notify agencies by e-mail that it has 


submitted the EA to the Minister of Environment and Energy for approval.   


Aside from the arranged meetings/interviews, agency consultations will also dovetail with CIC events as 


avenues for further input to the process.  Engagement with the various stakeholders is expected to be 


ongoing throughout the EA and into the project implementation process.  All agency submissions and 


meetings will be documented and included in the Record of Consultation. 
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5.5.4 Consultation Record 


 


Hydro One will maintain a comprehensive consultation record and track issues to document all 


stakeholder, public, agency and Indigenous engagement activities.  The records will be used to: 


 document concerns and follow-up actions and responses; 


 document and track mitigation measures developed by the Proponent to prevent, mitigate or 


otherwise address potential effects of the Project upon s. 35 rights; 


 maintain a current record of staff and community representatives; and, 


 maintain a record of all communications (including phone calls and e-mails) and information 


provided to interested parties as well as consultation events/activities with each community. 


The consultation log will be updated to reflect each communication and activity.  A copy of the 


aggregate consultation record will be provided to regulators as required by the regulator and each 


Indigenous community will be provided with a copy of the consultation record pertaining to that 


community concurrent with the submission to regulators. The consultation database will include the 


following information relating to each engagement and consultation event or activity: 


 date on which the communication, event or activity occurred; 


 method of communication: e.g. letter, e-mail, phone call, face-to-face; 


 identification of  initiator and recipient of communication or in the case of a meeting, organizer 


and participants attending at the meeting; 


 copy of or link to communication in the case of written communication as well as copy of/or link 


to any other relevant documentation provided or generated as part of the communication, 


including all regulatory information provided, notices for community meetings, draft versions of 


all materials prepared for EA, summary of any resources and/or funding offered, 


requested/provided to the Indigenous community by Hydro One;  


 summary of communication or in the case of a meeting, meeting notes; and, 


 identification of issues raised or discussed and any follow-up action or undertaking. 


The Record of Consultation for the ToR will be submitted under separate cover. 


 


5.6 Documentation and Issues Resolution Strategy 
 


Consultation/engagement with the various stakeholders and Indigenous communities and groups is 


expected to be on-going throughout the EA and into the project implementation phase. All comments 


and input received throughout the EA from the public and review agencies will be documented in a 


summary table and included in the EA document as part of the Record of Consultation.  The summary 


table will provide a response to each issue. Where resolution of issues has not been possible, this will be 


noted along with a record of all attempts to resolve the issue.  Hydro One will develop an issues 
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resolution strategy for the EA.  The EA will also include a consultation summary and a detailed record of 


comments received, and their resolutions, as well as materials and documentation distributed to 


stakeholders. 
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6. Existing Environmental Conditions in the Study Area 
 


It should be noted that another proponent has completed studies along the reference route alternative 


and much of the reference route.  Where there is an overlap of the study areas, Hydro One is generally 


not duplicating these studies, but using the information available publicly through an EA document 


already funded by the ratepayers of Ontario. 


The biophysical and socio-economic baseline of the reference route and the alternative route have been 


assessed and described in other Environmental Studies performed by others. Environmental information 


has been gathered for all the aspects of the existing environment during the preparation of those 


studies that have been reviewed by the government agencies.  


Hydro One performed a gap analysis of the existing environmental study information to identify the 


need of verification or collection of data to complete the environmental description and include the 


area of the reference route through Pukaskwa National Park and the Park approaches as well as the 


corridor section near Dorion, west of Nipigon through Lakehead TS. 


Hydro One is conducting field surveys to characterize the biophysical environment in the areas identified 


in the gap analysis as mentioned in the above paragraph, in compliance with the requirements of the 


MOECC, Parks Canada, MNRF and other government agencies to complete the Individual EA Study. 


This section describes the existing natural and socio-economic environments existing in the project 


study area.  A list of preliminary assessment criteria and indicators can be found in Appendix 2. 


 


6.1 Natural Environment 
 


The following sections document the natural environment present in the proposed project study area.  


The specific study area sizes will be determined through the EA process.   


6.1.1 Geology, Soils and Physical Environment 


 


The Ontario Shield is part of the broader Boreal Shield and is the largest ecozone of the province at 61% 


of the landmass.  This is named after the intersection of the boreal forest and the Canadian Shield and is 


typified by the exposed Precambrian granite bedrock which is routinely exposed.  Glaciers have regularly 


shaped the landscape over the eons and have created the rolling hills, wetlands and lakes of the region. 


These processes and physical geography influence the formation of soils, and subsequently, vegetation 


and animal assemblages (Ontario Biodiversity Council 2010). 


The EA will provide a description of the geological characteristics including tectonics, structural features 


and stratigraphic units and the effects of glaciation on Northern Ontario physiography based on Ontario 
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Geological Survey information, as well as mapping and descriptions of the Lake Superior Link project.  


Regional soils and physical geology of the project study area will be assessed using existing knowledge 


bases and mapping resources. 


The description will not include field work for visual identification or characterization of geological 


formations or structures, terrain or soil characteristics. 


6.1.2 Groundwater and Surface Water 


 


The Lake Superior Link project is situated solely in the Lake Superior Watershed and all surface water 


which includes several hundred streams and rivers and groundwater resources in the project study area 


flow toward Lake Superior (Environment and Climate Change Canada 2017).  The EA document will 


assess and identify the watershed classifications of these water resources. 


The description will not include field work for flows or water quality characterization of streams or water 


bodies.  Should fisheries surveys of watercourses designated as potential temporary crossings be 


required, hydrologic, surficial sediment type, and surface water parameters will be measured and 


recorded on-site. The hydrologic data will be provided in the post-EA applications for watercourse 


crossing permits.  


The EA will also provide a description of groundwater resources including groundwater levels, yields and 


quality based on MOECC water well records and Permit to Take Water published information. A 


questionnaire will be provided which requests information on the location of any wells near the 


construction areas.  Consultation will include information on construction activities which will take place 


on each individual property.  This site-specific information will be used to augment the information 


provided by MOECC in their wells database. 


Wellhead protection areas, intake protection zones, highly vulnerable aquifers and significant 


groundwater recharge areas, source water protection documentation and relevant policies will be 


reviewed. 


The description will not include field work for characterization of groundwater quality, or measurements 
of water levels or drawdown of water wells.  


6.1.3 Environmentally Significant Areas 


 


Provincially Significant Wetlands (PSWs), Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSIs), Regional 


Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs) may be crossed by the proposed transmission corridor.  As the 


names suggest, these areas provide sensitive and significant ecological functions for both wildlife and 


humans alike.   


The reference route currently runs through an existing transmission corridor within Pukaskwa National 


Park.   The Lake Superior Link project also crosses several other Provincial Parks and ANSIs.  Figure 6 and 
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Figure 7 outline the route and its interaction with ESAs.  The reference route intersects through or near 


the following Provincial Parks, Nature Reserves, regulated waterways, and recreational areas: 


 Black Sturgeon River  


 Ruby Lake Provincial Park 


 Pukaskwa River Provincial Park 


 Kama Hills Provincial Park 


 Gravel River Provincial Park 


 Nimoosh Provincial Park 


 White Lake Provincial Park 


 Neys Provincial Park 


 Prairie River Mouth Provincial Park 


 Craig's Pit Nature Reserve 


 Rainbow Falls Provincial Park 


 Ouimet Canyon Provincial Park 


 Red Sucker Point Provincial Park 


 Cavern Lake Provincial Park 


 White Lake Provincial Park 


The study area also intersects or is situated nearby the following ANSIs 


 Jimmy Kash River Candidate ANSI 


 Kama Hill ANSI 


 Makwa River Candidate ANSI  


 


Figure 6 – Dotted Reference Route line intersecting Provincial Parks and ANSIs (light green) 
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Figure 7 – Reference Route (dotted pink line) and Reference Route Alternative (solid red line) traversing provincial parks 
(light green polygons). 


6.1.4 Wildlife and Habitat 


 


Lands within the study area provide agricultural, woodland, wetland and riparian habitat for wildlife.  


Birds, mammals, insects, reptiles and amphibians inhabit these ecosystems along the Lake Superior 


coastline within the Ontario Shield Ecozone.  Preliminary desktop studies to assess current levels of 


knowledge will be conducted for wildlife and wildlife habitat to better understand species incidences.  


A terrestrial wildlife field program will be undertaken with the purpose of characterizing species 
diversity and composition throughout the Study Area as well as identifying and quantifying terrestrial 
wildlife habitat therein. The baseline data resulting from this field program will be used to support 
baseline studies for this Project, conduct an environmental impact assessment as part of the EA process 
for the Project and will inform potential permitting. 
 
Wildlife surveys to be undertaken as part of the wildlife field program will include a winter aerial survey, 
breeding bird point count surveys, crepuscular bird surveys, marsh bird surveys, amphibian call counts, 
bat habitat assessment, and bat acoustic surveys. These surveys are designed with the purpose of 
sampling wildlife diversity and composition within the PSA as well as informing the presence of the 
significant wildlife habitats. Data collected during each survey is likely to contribute to the assessment of 
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multiple significant wildlife habitats types, as well as the presence/absence of SAR and species of Special 
Concern that use those specialized habitat types. 


6.1.5 Vegetation, Forest Resources, and Wetlands 


 


The study area includes forested areas, woodlots, open fields, wetlands, and other vegetated habitats. 


For the study area, the EA will describe and map vegetation communities and delineate plant species in 


all natural areas, such as ESA’s, ANSI’s, wetlands, and municipally-designated significant woodlands, 


valleylands and wildlife habitat, based on the NHIC database, published information, and field studies.  


Should it be necessary, field surveys will also be undertaken in semi-natural communities within the 


study area. 


Ecological Land Classification (ELC) will be used by qualified biologists during field studies to characterize 


the vegetation communities within portions of the study area. This information will be used to confirm 


aerial photography and published data and boundaries of natural features. During the vegetation 


surveys, any significant or specialized wildlife habitat including odonates and butterflies will be 


identified and any casual observations of wildlife species recorded 


In order to characterize and assess impacts to vegetation communities along the proposed sections of 
the PSA, vegetation classification field surveys will be carried out in order to characterize the vegetative 
communities within 1 kilometer of the proposed works. The objectives of the field program will be to:  
 


 Survey vegetation community types (forest, wetland, riparian) within the Study Area;  


 Conduct a detailed inventory of the communities sampled;  


 Define vegetation community function (e.g. wildlife habitat);  


 Identification of sensitive vegetation communities; and,  


 Identification of any listed SAR plant species.  


6.1.6  Water Bodies, Fish Habitat and Aquatic Ecosystems 


 


The primary purpose of the aquatic study program will be to characterize the aquatic habitat that could 
potentially be affected by the construction of the transmission line and to provide baseline information 
to support the EA process.  Most of the larger watercourses within the study area provide fish habitat. 
The EA will map known coldwater and warm water watercourses, as well list fish species present in the 
watercourses in the study area based on previous regional EA studies, MNR Field Collection Records, 
Conservation Authority databases, published information, and supplemental field surveys, where 
required.  Any significant fish habitat (e.g., Sanctuary Areas) will be identified and described. 
Representative watercourse locations will be field inspected prior to construction to confirm 
presence/absence of fish habitat and fish species present in areas where gaps within existing knowledge 
bases are found. Detailed assessments will also be conducted on those watercourses that will be crossed 
by construction access roads where required.  
 
Existing aerial/satellite imagery, along with other background information will be used to establish 
survey locations prior to execution of the field program. Their selection will also be informed by previous 
studies. Sample locations will be determined as design progresses and specific focus will also be on 
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areas where clearing is required. Consideration of any new temporary or permanent access roads will 
also be included in the survey plans in order to characterize impacts associated with construction 
staging requirements, or ancillary infrastructure required for long term maintenance of the line. 
Sampling may also be conducted at selected points along the Project to identify potential sensitivities.  
 
Key considerations in establishing aquatic habitat sampling locations will include:  
 


 Targeting of a representative cross section of aquatic habitat community types based on their 
distribution within the Project area;  


 Aquatic Species at Risk; and, 


 Accessibility.  
 
All information collected as part of the natural environment field programs will be used in the EA, to 
identify potential effects and practicable mitigation measures, and to fine tune the locations of towers, 
access roads and water crossings (where appropriate). Information will also be used for any DFO and 
other approvals that may be required prior to construction.  


6.1.7 Species at Risk 


 


The EA document will map the general locations of known incidences of species at risk, endangered and 


threatened species, and species of special concern in the study area. This information will be based on 


the MNRF’s “Species at Risk in Ontario List”, the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in 


Canada list, Environment Canada species at risk search tool (http://www.registrelep-sararegistry.gc.ca/), 


and Environment Canada, CWS and NHIC databases, as well as known locations based on published and 


unpublished information and personal communications.  All general locations within the study area that 


would be directly affected by construction activities will be screened to confirm presence/absence of 


any species at risk (if practicable) and evaluate habitat potential to support species at risk.  Regionally 


and locally rare species will be considered as an indicator for the EA, based on information obtained 


from NHIC, MNR, local conservation authorities and field observation.  


6.1.8 Air Quality 


 


Air Quality metrics are published in annual Air Quality in Ontario Reports published by Ministry of 


Environment and Climate Change. The closest two air quality monitoring stations operated by the 


province of Ontario are in Sault Ste. Marie and Thunder Bay.  In general, these two stations report lower 


than average concentrations of air pollutants as compared to other parts of Ontario and are generally 


lower than Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards (MOECC 2015). The project will evaluate existing 


studies of air quality, potential project emission sources and identification of receptors.  


6.1.9 Acoustic Environment 


 


The acoustic environment (sound/noise) is an important component of atmospherics. The major sources 


of noise in the rural environment are road traffic and the resource industry such as forestry, mining and 
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associated support industries.  The EA will characterize baseline or background noise conditions, based 


on published information or noise surveys, as required. It will also identify sensitive receptors to noise 


emissions such as recreational areas and communities. 


 


6.2 Socio-economic and Cultural Environment 
 


The following sections outline the socio-economic and cultural environments within the project study 


area.  The sections will establish the baseline conditions and the information required to characterize 


socio-economic components.  


6.2.1 Cultural Heritage Environment 


 


To describe and assess potential effects on heritage resources and archaeology in the study area, the EA 
will draw upon the results of archaeological assessments and cultural heritage studies.  Indigenous 
communities will be engaged in the archaeological studies.  The Project will utilize existing Stage I and 
Stage II archaeological studies completed in the region. Additional Stage I and Stage II studies are 
planned for additional areas as a result of a gap analysis performed to identify missing datasets for the 
proposed transmission corridor. Results from these studies will be incorporated into impact assessment, 
EA decision-making and construction planning.  
 
A background historical study will be undertaken of the municipalities along the transmission route to 


describe their development history and the transmission route development history.  Existing cultural 


heritage resources conditions will be documented.  Built heritage resources and cultural landscape 


resources that could potentially be affected by the proposed corridor will be identified.  If human 


remains are identified during the EA study or during the construction phase of the project, Hydro One 


will cease work in the immediate area, notify the MTCS as required under the Cemeteries Act and 


simultaneously notify Indigenous communities with an interest in the area. 


6.2.2 Regional Planning 


 


Northern Ontario is subject to a number of planning initiatives both provincially and regionally.  The 


majority of the project is located on Crown Land and will be subject to provincial regulation and land use 


policy.  Other portions of the project are privately owned.  Under the Planning Act, the 2014 Provincial 


Policy Statement (PPS) outlines the framework for development, land use and approved developments. 


The goals of the PPS are as follows: 


“The Provincial Policy Statement, 2014 applies province-wide.  Its policies set out the government’s land 


use vision for how we settle our landscape, create our built environment, and manage our land and 


resources over the long term to achieve livable and resilient communities” (MMAH 2014).  In addition, 


the Ministry of Municipal Affairs has published two ‘Places to Grow, Growth Plan for Northern Ontario” 
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which documents the plan for the region for the next 25 years.  Of note, the plan has a goal of 


strengthening the economy of Northern Ontario through the following (MMA 2011): 


 Diversifying the region's traditional resource-based industries 


 Stimulating new investment and entrepreneurship 


 Nurturing new and emerging sectors with high growth potential. 


 
The region has varying levels of development with the highest density near Thunder Bay and less 


development further east.  Owing to the length of the transmission corridor, the project will pass 


through many current land uses such as mining, forestry, trapping, hunting, fishing, residential, 


commercial, industrial, and agriculture, among others.  In addition to these previously mentioned official 


plans, crown land use policies, district land use guidelines, forestry management, land claims and rights, 


and other land uses will be assessed in the EA document.    


6.2.3 Economy, Resource, Commercial and Industrial Activities 


 


Northern Ontario communities rely on a resource extraction economy with a focus on forestry and 


mining. These sectors are dominated by large industrial employers in the region.  These industrial 


complexes rely on a consistent supply of electricity.  The project may cross mining claims and forestry 


management units which will be identified during the EA process and the potential effects the project 


may have.   


In addition to resource extraction, Northern Ontario communities provide a gateway for recreation and 


tourism, and outdoors guiding and outfitting activities.  The communities cater to visitors to local parks 


and activities such as hunting, fishing and camping are all important aspects of the Northern Ontario 


experience.   


The EA document will assess existing commercial and industrial activities in the region and address 
potential effects on these sectors.  Leaseholders, claim owners and other stakeholders will be consulted 
as part of the EA process. Indicators used to describe the economy and employment will be detailed 
(employment, income, etc.).  The EA will also address economic development and economic sectors, 
businesses, governmental finances, and housing characteristics. 


6.2.4 Population, Demographics and Community Profile 


 


Northern Ontario’s population has generally been on a decline since at least 2001, with the age bracket 


of 15 to 34 having the largest out-migration of the region.  This exodus of young people in the region 


has, in turn, increased the average age of communities.  Industries such as pulp and paper mills shutting 


down or relocating, a general slowdown in forestry and depressed mineral prices since 2011 have 


impacted employment prospects in the region and, relatedly, the demographics that tend to serve in 


these sectors.  Projects such as Lake Superior Link may provide skilled and unskilled workers in the area 


employment opportunities (Northern Policy Institute 2014). 



http://www.northernpolicy.ca/article/is-northern-ontario%E2%80%99s-population-aging-or-is-it-just-getting-less-young-286.asp
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The EA document will detail the existing state of communities and potential effects on the population 


and demographics in relation to the project. This information will be documented through government 


statistics, plans, stakeholder engagement, and other sources.  


6.2.5 Traditional/Indigenous Land Use 


 


First Nations and Métis communities in the area have expressed interest in participation in the project 


and assisting in the identification of effects it is projected to have on traditional land usage.  The 18 


communities identified by the Ministry of Energy have a history of traditional land usage in the region 


since time immemorial, many aspects of which continue today.  Mapping indicates that the study area 


overlaps with many traditional use territories.  Information sharing will also be an important aspect of 


EA studies between Hydro One and Indigenous communities. 


Based on consultation with the Indigenous communities, the EA will document concerns and identify 


potential employment and opportunities raised with regards to land and resource use, or other relevant 


socio-economic aspects. The EA will also describe how Hydro One proposes to address these concerns 


and opportunities.  The EA document will describe Indigenous communities and groups, their traditional 


uses of the land and their established and asserted claims. Section 5 details the consultation process 


with Indigenous communities in greater detail and lists the 18 identified communities.  


6.2.6 Human Health  


 


Electric and magnetic fields (EMF) are invisible lines of force produced by the flow of electricity in a wire 


or electrical device. The strength of these fields rapidly weakens away from their source. Everyone is 


exposed daily to EMF from many sources, including household wiring, power lines and appliances.   


Hydro One recognizes the public concerns over potential health effects from exposure to EMF and takes 


seriously its responsibility to understand, appropriately address and communicate the scientific 


data/developments on this issue.  Therefore, Hydro One will: 


 continue to communicate accurate and timely information to its employees and customers; 


 continue to provide, upon request, EMF measurement services at no cost to direct customers of 


Hydro One and individuals and/or organizations whose property is adjacent to Hydro One 


distribution and/or transmission facilities; 


  monitor worldwide scientific research, judicial decisions and regulatory requirements relating to 


EMF, and make necessary adjustments to its policies, programs and practices; 


 support collaborative research; and,  


 consider EMF research when sitting, designing, and communicating about new and upgraded 


facilities and when operating its facilities. 


 
EMF will be addressed in the EA document.  In addressing potential health issues, Hydro One looks to 


the scientific expertise of Health Canada to assess the scientific studies and provide advice and 
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guidance.  As part of its mission to set public health policy, Health Canada continues to monitor the 


scientific research on EMF and human health. 


6.2.7  Visual  


 


During the EA, the Project team will prepare a description of the landscape character within the study 


areas (the area located West of Nipigon, and the Pukaskwa River Provincial Park), identifying landscape 


settings and features of importance.  This assessment will focus on valued viewpoints by the public and 


those identified by the project team as contributing to the aesthetic character of an area (e.g., ESA’s and 


river valleys). The team will review available models for this assessment.  


6.2.8 Infrastructure and Services 


 


The proposed transmission corridor crosses varying levels of infrastructure and services, from remote 


fly-in only access to sophisticated large towns and cities.  Some of the communities along the route can 


provide, waste management, municipal and community services, emergency services, police, and many 


other ancillary services.  


The EA document will describe infrastructure and services which have a potential to interact with the 


proposed project.  Other infrastructure in the area may include pipelines, transmission and distribution 


lines, roads and highways (including traffic counts), rails, air transportation, and utilities, etc.  In addition 


to this, the project may also have the potential to interact with communities and services such as police 


and fire stations, hospitals, schools, churches and other religious buildings, local businesses, and 


residential areas.   


6.2.9 Property Value 


 


During the consultation process, landowners have raised the issue of potential effects on property 


values. Contacts have been initiated with all landowners who may be directly affected by the project 


crossing their property (i.e. those affected by the reference route and the route refinement options 


identified to date).   Compensation will be available to those whose property will be crossed by the 


approved undertaking.  For all other properties which are directly affected by the proposed ROW 


widening, independent appraisals will be conducted and offers based on market value for an easement 


in the area of the proposed widened corridor will be made to the landowners.  If it is determined to be 


appropriate to relocate a structure on a farm property, the Minimum Distance Separation (MDS) 


formulae.  The Hydro One Land Acquisition Compensation Principles (LACP) will be sent out to property 


owners detailing the method of land acquisition and compensation Hydro One employs.   


Hydro One is committed to fair, open and consistent treatment of all affected landowners.  Hydro One 


will consult with municipal stakeholders as part of our efforts to minimize any inconveniences caused by 


the project and will consult with municipalities to understand and address their concerns. 
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7. Effects Evaluation and Mitigation Measures 
 


The following section identifies the potential effects evaluation and associated mitigation measures to 


address them.  Table 2 identifies the preliminary environmental and technical considerations that will be 


applied in the evaluation of potential environmental effects. Preliminary criteria and indicators have 


been developed for the effects evaluation utilizing the general principles detailed in Section 7.  Hydro 


One will collect relevant raw data from the indicators and use them in the assessment of the effects 


evaluation.  


Table 2 – Preliminary environmental and technical considerations during Project planning 


COMPONENT FEATURES/CONSIDERATIONS 


Natural Environment  Wetlands, ANSIs  


 Environmentally Significant Areas (ESAs) 


 Species at Risk ( (SAR) 


 Water bodies, fisheries and aquatic ecosystems 


 Forests, woodlots, vegetation 


 Significant wildlife habitat, woodlands, and valleylands 


  regulated areas 


Socio-economic 


Environment 


 Existing and approved land uses (reference to Official Plans) 


 Approved developments 


 Commercial activities 


 Mineral and aggregate resources 


 Community profile (including effects to landowners) 


 Community services 


 Community infrastructure 


 Landscape and visual assessment  


 Parks 


 Conservation areas 


 Recreational facilities  


 Traditional Knowledge Studies  


 Historical  


 Built heritage resources  


 Cultural heritage sites and landscapes 


 Archaeological 


 Churches and cemeteries (including other human burial sites) 


Technical and cost 


considerations  


 


 Indicators/measures will be developed during the EA process  


 Safety, compliance with codes 


 Compatibility with the transmission network 


 Utilization of existing infrastructure corridors (e.g., roads and 
ROWs)  


 Minimize changes in transmission line directional heading 
(angles)   


 Shortest length of line 
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COMPONENT FEATURES/CONSIDERATIONS 


 Soil stability for transmission towers, including depth of water 
table  


 Suitable terrain 


 Positive effects on the local and provincial economy 


 Minimizing other transmission circuit crossings  


 Minimizing effects on other utilities (e.g., pipelines, railways) 
 


Mitigation measures will be developed to minimize negative effects due to construction and operation 


of the project with due consideration of cost, safety, feasibility and technical standards. The EA will 


recommend pre- and post-operational monitoring programs designed to verify effects prediction, the 


effectiveness of mitigation measures and the need for any remedial measures, should they be 


necessary. 


 


7.1 Evaluation of Potential Effects on the Natural Environment 


 
Aligning a new ROW adjacent to an existing ROW will reduce potential negative effects on 


environmental features by reducing ROW widening requirements relative to a greenfield ROW. The 


reference route will also use existing ROWs in areas where widening is not possible in Pukaskwa 


National Park.   


Construction activities associated with the Lake Superior Link project that may have an effect on the 
natural environment include: 


 brushing, clearing and grading; 


 staging and stockpiling areas; 


 construction of access roads including stream crossings; 


 delivery of equipment and materials; 


 delivery, assembly and installation of new towers; 


 stringing of conductors; and, 


 rehabilitation/restoration. 
 


Potential negative effects of the proposed undertaking on the natural environment, e.g., soils, surface 


water and groundwater resources, vegetation, wildlife, fisheries resources and environmentally 


significant areas, will be assessed and appropriate redesign, mitigation/remedial measures will be 


recommended to reduce or eliminate those effects will be outlined in the EA.  


Transmission towers will not be constructed in streams, rivers, etc. Similarly, no dewatering, filling in, 


and/or relocating of watercourses are anticipated.  Efforts will be made to prevent any short term 


stream flow interference (i.e. culvert crossing installations) which could cause adverse effects.   The 
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construction plan will minimize or avoid any direct works in water bodies and most construction will 


occur at appropriate setbacks from water bodies.  The potential for these effects will be addressed in 


the EA and on a site specific basis, through the permitting processes. 


Hydro One will consider opportunities for habitat improvements including streamside buffers within the 


proposed reference route including any selected route refinements. This will be done in consultation 


with affected property owners, interested Indigenous communities and groups, conservation 


authorities, provincial ministries and affected municipalities. 


The issue of soil compaction and measures to mitigate effects on soil permeability, drainage and 


hydraulic balance will be addressed in the EA. 


Dust and noise from construction are controlled with appropriate mitigation measures and 


environmental best management practices. 


Sediment and erosion control measures will be identified and addressed in the EA document.  This 


includes identification of areas where soil or other factors could affect the effectiveness of those 


measures. 


Potential effects due to construction are as follows: soil compaction and erosion; loss of vegetation from 


clearing and associated loss of wildlife habitat; displacement of wildlife or effects to nesting birds and 


species at risk; habitat fragmentation; incidental spills of oil, gasoline and other chemicals; water quality 


and fish habitat degradation due to temporary stream crossings; and degradation of environmentally 


significant areas. Agricultural infrastructure can be affected by changes to site drainage. 


Potential effects due to operation are related to maintenance access and vegetation management 


(approximately 3-year cycles). 


To reduce or eliminate potential negative environmental effects associated with the construction and 


operation of the proposed facilities, proven environmentally sound guidelines and best management 


practices (BMPs) will be implemented using: 


 “Environmental Guidelines for the Construction and Maintenance of Transmission Facilities” 


(Hydro One 2009); 


 “Best Management Practices for Wetland Crossings” (Morissette 2014); 


 “Overhead Line Construction” (DFO 2007); 


 “Riparian Zone Protocol” (Fitzsimmons 2010); 


  “Debris Removal for Culvert Maintenance” (TRCA 2014); 


 “Environmental Guidelines for Access Roads and Water Crossings” (MNR 1990); 


 “Guidelines for Evaluating Construction Activities Impacting on Water Resources” (MOECC 1995); 


 “Utility Vegetation Management” (Cieslewicz 2004); and 


 “Management Approaches for Industrial Fugitive Dust Sources” (MOECC 2017). 
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In addition, all other relevant environmental requirements and policies will be identified and taken into 


account in the EA. 


 


7.2 Evaluation of Potential Effects on the Socio-economic Environment 
 


Socio-economic impacts can be positive or negative; and can occur at various units of social order: 


individuals, businesses, communities, economic sectors; however, the objective of the Lake Superior 


Link project is to provide an overall benefit to the Province of Ontario.   


The socio-economic impact assessment will identify positive and negative effects of the project locally 


and to the Province. The key indicators for this study are: 


 displacements of business, property and residents; 


 displacements of social features (e.g. institutional, recreational, etc.); 


 disruption to business, property and residents; 


 disruption of social features; 


 community and neighbourhood effects (e.g. community character, cohesion, function); 


 changes to land use patterns, including existing and planned development; 


 displacement or disruption to farm infrastructure and type; 


 displacement or disruption to mineral and aggregates resources; 


 displacement or disruption to parks, conservation and recreational areas; 


 displacement or disruption to community services and infrastructure; 


 disruption to traditional/ Indigenous land use;  


 changes to the existing landscape, visual character (i.e. visual attractiveness and scenic values); 


 economic benefits to the local communities (e.g., commercial activity); and, 


 economic benefits to the Province (e.g., industrial production, manufacturing, commercial activity 


and technical services). 


 
Socio-economic information will be collected from the following sources: 


 Secondary published sources; 


 Windshield surveys; 


 CIC comments and input; 


 Stakeholder consultation (to be defined as project planning progresses but may include 


municipalities, ratepayer groups, business community, Indigenous communities, agricultural 


community); and  


 Consultation with potentially affected community residents. 


 
The socio-economic impact assessment will include: 


 An assessment of the socio-economic character and profile of the area potentially affected by the 


project; 
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 An  evaluation of the alternatives including identification of issues and concerns; 


 The identification and assessment of effects on the socio-economic environment by indicator; 


and, 


 The identification of protective or mitigation measures.  
 


Potential effects of the proposed undertaking on the socio-economic features identified will be assessed 


and appropriate mitigation/remedial measures will be recommended to reduce or eliminate the 


significant negative effects.  


The assessment of effects will be based on data collected from primary and secondary sources. A broad 


assessment of potential socio-economic considerations of the alternative methods both during and after 


construction on existing land use, potential development, businesses and community features shall be 


prepared and will identify proposed mitigation measures. The data collected as part of the baseline 


environmental description will be provided in the EA document and will form the basis for measuring 


effects of the project.  This includes data from supporting technical studies, surveys and environmental 


inventories collected from within the study area.  


7.2.1 Effects on Traditional/ Indigenous Land Use 


 


Indigenous communities and groups may have an interest in a project in addition to or apart from any 


potential effects on Indigenous interests and treaty rights. Through discussions with Indigenous 


communities and groups, Hydro One will attempt to determine the extent and nature of any interests in 


the project as well as any potential effects on Indigenous interests and treaty rights.   


Hydro One is currently undertaking consultation activities with the 18 First Nation and Métis 


communities identified by the Ministry of Energy to gain information on traditional values as they relate 


to the project.  As part of the EA process, Hydro One will provide to Indigenous communities and groups 


who wish to receive it, species information which is gathered from the field studies.  Hydro One will also 


consider any information Indigenous communities and groups provide on protection of plant and animal 


species which have traditional value. This information will be used in developing indicators and 


measures for effect on traditional/ Indigenous land use where relevant. 


7.2.2 Effects on the Cultural Environment  


 


The Project may have potential effects on the cultural environment, including, but not limited to, the 


following: 


 areas of archaeological potential; 


 built heritage; 


 cultural heritage landscape; and, 


 churches and cemeteries. 
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To assess the potential effects of project on heritage, archaeology and cultural resources, the EA will 


draw upon the results of a Stage 1 archaeological study (and future archaeological work, as required) 


and cultural and heritage assessments. Information and data will also be obtained from Municipal 


Heritage Groups, heritage planners, Indigenous communities and groups, secondary source information, 


and discussions during the engagement/consultation process.  


 


7.3 Technical, Administrative and Cost Considerations 
 


The technical, administrative and cost considerations will be used to evaluate the alternatives, including 


the considerations in the bullet points below.   


 system safety and reliability; 


 constructability and feasibility analysis; 


 duration and impacts of line outages to enable connections for the new line;   


 availability of tower and other infrastructure materials; 


 timely regulatory and agency approvals; 


 material differences or design changes arising from the EA or other approvals; 


 design changes to accommodate requirements from Alternative Methods analysis;  


 poor or contaminated soil conditions; 


 unexpected site drainage requirements; 


 adverse weather conditions; 


 conflicts with other utility ROW’s that intersect or parallel the proposed facilities. 


 land costs; 


 construction capital costs; and 


 operations and maintenance costs 


 
Indicators and measures will be developed during the EA process. Issues that could potentially affect 


project construction and implementation costs will also be addressed as part of the EA. 
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8. Commitments and Monitoring 
 


Hydro One is committed to environmental protection and responsible environmental management. This 


project will be carried out in compliance with environmental legislation, Hydro One corporate policies, 


BMPs, and corporate environmental procedures.  The EA document will provide information so that 


facilities will be designed, constructed and operated in a manner that makes efficient use of resources, 


prevents pollution and reduces environmental effects to the extent that is reasonably achievable.  Hydro 


One strives for the continual improvement in its management system, processes, activities and services. 


The EA document will provide information to address commitments and monitor the Project in the 


following ways: 


 identify, assess, and manage potentially significant environmental risks and integrate 


environmental considerations into decisions; 


 inform employees and contractors so that they understand their roles, responsibilities and Hydro 


One’s environmental requirements and have the skills, knowledge and resources necessary to 


perform their duties; 


 promote continual improvement by setting environmental objectives and targets, monitoring 


performance and taking corrective and preventive actions when required; 


 work cooperatively with governments, customers, suppliers and other stakeholders to develop 


programs that contribute to the achievement of Hydro One’s environmental objectives and 


targets; and, 


 support the investigation and use of new methods of environmental protection that will help 


achieve Hydro One’s business objectives.  
 


The Hydro One Environmental Policy and Environmental Commitment form the overarching foundations 


for commitments made in the EA.   An Environmental Specification will be prepared to guide project 


construction.  An environmental specialist will be assigned to support and monitor construction 


activities.  As noted, pre- and post-operational studies will be carried out to confirm project compliance, 


the accuracy of environmental effects predictions, the effectiveness of mitigation measures and the 


need for any remedial action. 


 


8.1 Project Effects Monitoring 
 


During the later stages of the EA process, a monitoring program will be developed.  The program (to be 


included in the EA) will describe the project environmental management system that will ensure 


compliance with the commitments set out in this assessment plus other environmental requirements 


(e.g., terms and conditions of EA approval and other legislation).    
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Pre- and post-operational monitoring will identify actual effects, assess the effectiveness of the 


mitigation/restoration/enhancement measures to reduce or eliminate these effects, and evaluate the 


need for any additional action to ensure commitment realization. 


Appropriate commitments to compliance monitoring will be reflected in study documentation. The 


duration of the monitoring and follow-up programs will vary and will depend on the conditions of 


permits and approvals granted by regulatory agencies. 


 


8.2 EA Process Monitoring 
 


During the planning and design processes, compliance with EA process commitments outlined in the ToR 


will be regularly reviewed prior to project implementation. External notification and 


engagement/consultation will be consistent with EA commitments. 
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Appendix 1 – Notice of Commencement 
  







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Appendix 2 – List of Preliminary Criteria and 
Indicators 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Natural 
Environment 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 
 


Environmentally 
significant areas 


Area of Provincially 
Significant Wetlands 
Crossed  


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
wetland habitats 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Area of Provincially 
Significant ANSIs Crossed 


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
natural features 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Number of species at risk 
including regionally and 
locally rare species 


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
species at risk or their habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Environment Canada 
where appropriate 


Area of Non-provincially 
Significant and/or 
Unevaluated Wetlands 
Crossed 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
wetland habitats 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Area of significant wildlife 
habitat crossed 


Potential for short- and long-term effects on 
significant wildlife habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Area of significant 
valleylands crossed 


Potential for short- and long-term effects on 
significant valleylands 


Municipalities, existing EA 
studies 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Natural 
Environment 


Area of Hazard Lands 
crossed 


Potential for project effects on natural heritage 
features 


Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority, 
MNRF, existing EA studies, 
field studies if required. 


 Migratory bird flyways, 
feeding and resting areas 


Potential for short- and long-term effects on 
migratory birds and their habitat 


NHIC, MNRF, Bird Studies 
Canada, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Water bodies, fish 
habitat and aquatic 
ecosystems 


Number of coldwater 
streams crossed 


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
fisheries resources and habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Total number of streams 
crossed 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
fisheries resources and habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Socio-economic 
Environment 


 


 
 
 
 
 


Existing land use Existing uses and types Potential for conflict with existing land uses Municipal planning and 
zoning information 


Approved 
development 


Sub-division and 
development plans 


Potential for conflict with sub-division and 
development plans 


Commercial activities Types of business activities Potential to disrupt or displace businesses Local Departments of 
Economic Development 


Tourism related activities Potential to disrupt or displace tourist attractions 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Socio-economic 
Environment 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Potential effect on 
Mineral and 
aggregate resources 


Area of significant 
aggregate deposits 


Potential effects may occur on existing 


aggregate deposits 


Ministry of Northern 
Development and Mines 
(MNDM), MNRF Ontario's 
Land Information Directory 
(OLID) database. Owners  


Area of mines within the 
study area (Ha) 


Potential effects may occur on mining operations  


Number of mining claims 
within the study area 


Potential effects may occur on future mining 
operations 


Area of pits/quarries 
within the study area (Ha) 


Potential effects may occur on pits/quarries 
operation 


Potential effect on 
Remote Tourism 


Number of remote tourism 
businesses effected 


Potential for effects on remote tourism businesses MNRF, MTCS, Business 
Operators 


Community profile Number of potential 
property removals 
(buyouts)  


 


Hydro One Policy prohibits homes or  family 
residences from being located within the 
proposed WIDENED ROW 


GIS shape files, Site Visits 
if required. 


Number of potential 
diagonal severances of 
properties  


Diagonal crossings are considered more 
disruptive because they limit other uses of land  


 


Number of potentially 
affected properties 


Crossings of properties are disruptive to family 
residences and businesses  
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Socio-economic 
Environment 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Community services Number of health care 
facilities 


Potential for project to disrupt or displace 
facilities 


Local health department 


Number of educational 
facilities 


Potential for project to disrupt or displace 
educational facilities 


School boards and local 
road maps 


Number of other important 
community facilities 


Potential for project to disrupt or displace 
facilities. 


Local road mapping, site 
visits if required. 


Community 
infrastructure 


Number of natural gas 
pipelines  


Potential effects on utility pipelines operations 
and maintenance 


Utility companies 


Number of roads crossed  Potential effects on the driving public, aesthetic 
and visual 


GIS shape files 


Number of railways 
crossed (segments)  


Potential effects can occur on railway lands and 
crossings due to the widened ROW towers, 
span and overhead clearance  


Number of airports within 
EA prescribed distance of 
the ROW centerline 


Transport Canada requirements for distance 
separation between transmission routes and 
runways 


Local municipalities, 
private airport operators 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Socio-economic 
Environment 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Landscape and visual 
assessment 


Number of residences, 
farm residences within EA 
prescribed distance from 
the ROW or as required 
for viewscape analysis.  


Number of trails, 
waterways, and roads 
crossed 


Proximity of the widened ROW to residents and 
recreational users (of scenic 
landscapes/features) could potentially affect 
viewer expectations in the vicinity of the lines. 


MNRF, Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority, 
Municipalities, Heritage 
Advisory Committees, and 
Site visits if required. 


Parks  Area of Federal, Provincial 
Parks and reserves 


Identify and protect natural   and recreational 
features 


MNRF, Parks Canada, 
Municipalities, counties 
and Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority Area of local parks 


Conservation areas Number and area of 
conservation areas  


Identify natural areas and ecosystems within the 
study area to measure potential effects on use of 
these facilities 


MNRF, and Lakehead 
Region Conservation 
Authority 


Recreational facilities 
(camp ground, park, 
sport field, golf 
course) 


Number of trails 
(segments) 


Identify and protect natural  recreational 
features 


MNRF, and Lakehead 
Region Conservation 
Authority 


 
Number of recreational 
facilities 
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: samer.yordi@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:36:08 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter_MoE.pdf

Hello Samir Yordi,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:samer.yordi@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Hydro One LSL revised draft ToR (Aug 2018) - MECP comments
Date: August 28, 2018 9:05:31 AM
Attachments: image001.gif

CSPB - Indigenous Consultation Advisor -10Aug2018.pdf
EAPB - Special Project Officer - 27Aug2018.pdf
Northern Region - Air Quality - 17Aug2018.pdf
Northern Region - EA Coordinator - 17Aug2018.pdf
Northern Region - Groundwater - 21Aug2018.pdf
Northern Region - Surface Water - 22Aug2018.pdf

From: Testa, Antonia (MECP) [mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Monday, August 27, 2018 2:50 PM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MECP)
Subject: Hydro One LSL revised draft ToR (Aug 2018) - MECP comments
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hi Bruce,
 
The MECP has completed its review of the revised draft ToR (August 2018) and Hydro One’s responses
 to comments on the June 2018 draft ToR.  The MECP offers the following comments in the attached
 documents for your consideration (6 PDF attachments).
 
In addition to revising the ToR document, can you please continue populate Hydro One’s responses into
 the tables provided (i.e. add a column for proponent responses).  This allows us to carry the conversation
 forward on a specific topic until it is resolved.   
 
Should you have any questions, feel free to contact me.
 
Cheers,
Antonia
 
 
 
Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor, Toronto ON
  M4V 1P5
T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca

 Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca
mailto:antonia.testa@ontario.ca




 Agency Comment Hydro One Response 
Provided 


ToR Section Revision MECP Response 


Peter Brown, Indigenous Consultation Advisor, CSPB 


MECP - 
121 


Throughout (e.g., Sections 3.1, 
4.4.1, 5.0, 5.1, 5.2, 5.4, 5.6) 


Please make sure that 
Indigenous communities are 
identified separately from 
stakeholders and agencies in 
the Final ToR. Many indigenous 
communities prefer to not be 
identified as stakeholders. 


Revise text throughout to 
identify Indigenous 
communities, stakeholders and 
agencies separately. 


Differentiation between 
stakeholders and Indigenous 
communities has been 
clarified.  


Section 3, 5 and Section 6.3.3 
have been modified. 


Thank you, I am satisfied with 
the response. 


MECP - 
122 


Section 5.3, page 40. 


The Ministry of Energy, on 
behalf of the Crown, formally 
delegated procedural aspects of 
consultation to Hydro One and 
provided a list of communities 
to be consulted for the 
environmental assessment 
process on March 2, 2018. The 
Ministry of Energy also notified 
the communities of this 
delegation. 


Revise the first parts of this 


Revised section to include the 
following text: 


The Ministry of Energy, on 
behalf of the Crown, formally 
delegated procedural aspects 
of consultation to Hydro One 
and provided a list of 
communities to be consulted 
for the environmental 
assessment process on March 
2, 2018. The Ministry of Energy 
also notified the communities 
of this delegation. 


Section 9.2 has been revised.  Thank you.  The first few 
paragraphs of Section 9.2 now 
do not flow well, but the 
requested text has been 
added.  For example, the 
second paragraph of Section 
9.2 with two bullets could be 
removed to improve readability.  







 Agency Comment Hydro One Response 
Provided 


ToR Section Revision MECP Response 


section to reflect the up-to-date 
status of the delegation and 
notification. Please also indicate 
that consultation on a draft 
Indigenous consultation plan for 
the EA will occur with all 
identified Indigenous 
communities (see comment #4 
below). 


Consultation on a draft 
Indigenous consultation plan 
for the EA will occur with all 
identified Indigenous 
communities. 


MECP - 
123 


Section 5.4, page 42. 


This section should provide a 
summary of the consultation 
undertaken during the 
development of the ToR, not a 
consultation plan for the ToR. A 
complete record of consultation 
undertaken by Hydro One 
during the development of the 
ToR should also be provided as 
an appendix to the ToR. 
Indigenous community input in 
the development of the ToR is a 
very important part of the EA 
process. 


Please include a summary of 
the consultation undertaken 
during the development of the 
ToR in the main body of the 
ToR. The Indigenous 
consultation summary should 


Section 9.3 has been modified 
to include a summary of the 
consultation undertaken during 
the development of the ToR, 
not a consultation plan for the 
ToR.  


The Record of Consultation will 
be supplied as a supporting 
document to the ToR. 


Section 9.3.2, paragraph 3 has 
been revised to contain 
additional information on 
consultation of Indigenous 
communities in regards to the 
ToR. 


Section 9.3 has been modified. The response is insufficient.  
Please include in Section 9.3 a 
summary of issues (comments, 
questions, concerns) raised by 
Indigenous communities (e.g., 
from meetings, written 
comments, etc.) and how they 
are or will be addressed.   The 
complete record of consultation 
can be appended to the ToR, 
but a summary should be 
included in the main body of 
the ToR (see original July 26, 
2018 comments).     
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Provided 


ToR Section Revision MECP Response 


be organized by community and 
identify key issues raised and 
how they are addressed in the 
ToR (e.g., responses to them 
and/or explanation of how the 
input informed EA methodology, 
study design, etc). The 
appended record of 
consultation should include all 
events and communications, 
and indicate how any questions, 
comments and concerns are 
addressed in the ToR and/or 
will be addressed through the 
EA process. 


MECP - 
124 


Section 5.5.2 


It is not clear if the Indigenous 
consultation plan for the EA 
referenced in the draft ToR is 
contained within section 5.5.2 
or also exists as a more 
extensive stand-alone 
document that can be modified 
through consultation with 
communities. 


It is also not clear how Hydro 
One will “incorporate traditional 
knowledge and use”, as 
indicated in the draft ToR 
(p.47). This is an important part 


The Indigenous Consultation 
Plan is a standalone document 
that can be modified through 
consultation with communities. 
Language clarifying this has 
been added to Section 9.4.2. 


Expanded on Traditional and 
Indigenous Knowledge as 
suggested in the comment. 


Section 9.4.2 has been revised. Thank you.  I look forward to 
reviewing the consultation plan 
for the EA.   
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Provided 


ToR Section Revision MECP Response 


of the EA process and requires 
further clarification. 


Please include a copy of the 
draft Indigenous consultation 
plan for the EA as part of the 
Final ToR or as a stand-alone 
document for review and 
consultation. I suggest calling it 
a draft plan until Hydro One 
consults with each individual 
Indigenous community on the 
plan. Some communities may 
request individualized plans, 
which should be honoured or 
accommodated appropriately 
(e.g., community-specific 
sections) within the overall 
consultation plan. 


Each community may have 
different approaches and 
preferences for the sharing of 
Traditional or Indigenous 
Knowledge, and this should 
also be honoured by Hydro 
One. Please note that 
Indigenous Knowledge should 
be an input to most physical, 
biological and human 
components of the 
environment. Please state a 
commitment to consider, and 
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incorporate as appropriate, 
Indigenous consultation and 
knowledge in, for example: 


• the methodology for and 
description of baseline 
conditions (e.g., study areas; 
environmental components; 
resources, species, other 
values of importance; timing of 
baseline studies, etc.);  


• the evaluation of alternatives 
and assessment of the 
preferred undertaking (e.g., 
criteria and indicators of 
relevance to Indigenous 
communities for all 
environmental components); 


• the development of mitigation 
measures and monitoring 
commitments; and 


• the conclusions of the EA, 
including any residual adverse 
effects on Aboriginal and treaty 
rights 


MECP - 
125 


Section 6.2.5 


“potential employment and… 
other relevant socio-economic 


Indigenous consultation and 
employment/economic 
participation has been moved 


Section 5.2.2 has been 
modified. 


Thank you, I am satisfied with 
the response. 







 Agency Comment Hydro One Response 
Provided 
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aspects” should be considered 
under a more appropriate socio-
economic component rather 
than as part of 
Traditional/Indigenous Land 
Use. 


Move socio-economic 
references from Section 6.2.5 to 
6.2.3 or 6.2.4, or create a 
separate Indigenous 
employment and economic 
activity component. 


to Section 5.2.2. 


MECP - 
126 


Section 7.0 


Commitments to consider 
Traditional or Indigenous 
Knowledge for each 
environmental component are 
not clear. Indigenous 
community- specific criteria and 
indicators may also be required 
to address specific concerns or 
requests. This is an important 
part of the EA process and 
requires further clarification. 


Information provided by 
Indigenous communities should 
be considered in developing all 
criteria, indicators and 
measures, not just “for effects 


The preliminary list of 
features/considerations will be 
developed and refined during 
the EA process in consultation 
with the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous 
communities, and any other 
interested persons. 


In Appendix 1, Indigenous 
consultation is listed as an 
information source for the 
criteria and indicators. Clarified 
throughout the document that 
Indigenous consultation is a 
key component of evaluation of 
alternatives, mitigations and 
assessment of the environment 


Section 7.0 has been modified.  Thank you, I am satisfied with 
the response. 
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on traditional/Indigenous land 
use where relevant” (p. 65). 
Please clarify this throughout 
Section 7.0. For example, 
Traditional or Indigenous 
Knowledge or Traditional/ 
Indigenous Resource Uses 
and/or Areas should be listed 
as a feature or consideration 
under Natural Environment 
(p.61). 


Under Socio-Economic 
Environment, it is 
recommended to refer to 
Traditional Knowledge as 
opposed to ‘Traditional 
Knowledge Studies’ because 
communities may prefer to 
share knowledge in ways other 
than through a formal study. 
This should be considered 
throughout the ToR. 


throughout the EA process.  


Information obtained through 
consultation will be used in 
developing indicators and 
measures for effects on all 
criteria and indicators. 


Removed ‘studies’ from 
Traditional Knowledge. 
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Antonia Testa, Special Project Officer, EAPB 


MECP - 1 Supporting documentation is needed to 
confirm or validate any statements or 
conclusions made in the draft ToR. 


In accordance with Section 5.3.2 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is the 
ministry’s expectation that: 


Information contained in the supporting 
documentation should support Hydro 
One’s proposal by providing justification 
for the choices made, outline other 
processes or initiatives which provides the 
rationale, and details of processes or 
methods used. For example: 


• a more detailed description of the 
problem or opportunity that prompted the 
proposed study; 


• more information and details about 
studies or events that triggered the Hydro 
One’s involvement with the proposed 
study; and 


• further background information 
supporting the selection of alternatives for 
further study.  


Any supporting documentation provides 
more detailed information that will assist 
the Minister of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks and other 
persons in understanding the planning 
process that Hydro One carried out in 
order to arrive at the proposal. 


Reference to the part of the ToR which is 


Supporting documentation including 
reports, needs assessments, technical 
details and letters have been compiled 
and will be provided with the ToR and 
RoC. 


In addition to the supporting 
documentation, Section 1 of the ToR has 
been revised substantially to provide 
additional information on the background 
of the Project and the events that have 
led to the initiation of the Individual EA.  


Section 1 has been 
revised, supporting 
document package to be 
provided with ToR.  


• Appendix 2 of this revised 
draft ToR should include a 
table of contents that lists the 
supporting documents 
included in this appendix.   


• Appendix 2 should also 
include a summary of each 
supporting document upfront 
in the appendix.   The 
information contained in 
theses summaries should 
support Hydro One’s 
proposal.  For example: 
o a more detailed 


description of the 
problem or opportunity 
that prompted the 
proposed study; 


o more information and 
details about studies or 
events that triggered the 
Hydro One’s involvement 
with the proposed study; 
and 


o further background 
information supporting 
the selection of 
alternatives for further 
study   


References to the supporting 
documentation should be made 
throughout the ToR, particularly if 
referring to a document contained 
in Appendix 2.  For example, see 
comment 14, 15, 62 and 72. 
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being explained in more detail should be 
made. Likewise, the ToR should reference 
the supporting documentation. 


Supporting documentation (i.e. letters, 
assessments, reports etc.) should 
accompany the final ToR to confirm or 
validate any statements or conclusions 
made in the ToR. 


MECP – 2 No Record of Consultation was provided 
with the draft ToR for the ministry’s 
review. 


A Record of Consultation is needed to 
describe the consultation carried out 
during the preparation of the ToR and the 
results of that consultation. It will be 
considered by the Minister in making the 
decision about whether to approve the 
ToR. 


In accordance with Section 5.3.1 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is the 
ministry’s expectation that the Record of 
Consultation will: 


• Identify all persons consulted during the 
ToR preparation (personal names not 
required) and how they were identified;  


• Describe the consultation activities 
which took place (methods, schedule of 
events, notification that was given about 
the activity and materials used); 


• Describe how Indigenous communities 
were identified and how they were 
consulted; 


Information contained within the 
comment will be submitted as part of the 
RoC. 


It will include:  


• Identify all persons consulted during the 
ToR preparation (personal names not 
required) and how they were identified;  


• Describe the consultation activities 
which took place (methods, schedule of 
events, notification that was given about 
the activity and materials used); 


• Describe how Indigenous communities 
were identified and how they were 
consulted; 


• Clearly and accurately summarize the 
comments made by all interested 
persons during the preparation of the 
ToR; 


• Describe Hydro One’s response and 
how concerns were considered in the 
development of the ToR; 


• Describe any outstanding concerns; 


Record of consultation 
will be provided with the 
ToR. 


In accordance with Section 5.3.1 of 
the ministry’s Code of Practice, 
please include a section in the 
Record of Consultation that clearly 
describes any outstanding 
concerns or issues. 
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• Clearly and accurately summarize the 
comments made by all interested persons 
during the preparation of the ToR; 


• Describe Hydro One’s response and 
how concerns were considered in the 
development of the ToR; 


• Describe any outstanding concerns; 


• Include minutes of any meetings held 
with interested persons; 


• Include copies of written comments 
received from interested persons. 


It is also the ministry’s expectation that 
Hydro One will present a summary of the 
comments received and its responses to 
those comments in a table. As 
appropriate, the table should note where 
in the ToR the comment has been 
addressed. Comments from the general 
public should be arranged by type (for 
example, put all water quality comments 
together). For the Government Review 
Team and Indigenous communities, the 
comments should be organized by agency 
and community rather than by issue type. 


A Record of Consultation must 
accompany the final ToR. 


• Include minutes of any meetings held 
with interested persons; 


• Include copies of written comments 
received from interested persons. 


 


MECP - 3 No executive summary was provided in 
the draft ToR. 


Please include an executive summary at 
the beginning of the final ToR document. 


Executive summary has been provided 
with the ToR document.  


An executive summary 
was inserted at the 
beginning of the 
document (Page 2) 


No further comment. 
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MECP – 4 The ministry is no longer referred to as 
the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change. 


All references to the ministry should be 
changed to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks. 


Government agency name change 
during draft review period has been 
recognized.  


All sections of the ToR 
that referenced previous 
agency names have 
been updated (i.e. 
MOECC has been 
changed to MECP). 


No further comment. 


MECP – 5 In accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the EA should 
attempt to examine the interrelationships 
between the undertaking and its 
alternatives with a changing climate over 
time. 


The proponent should also consider 
whether there could be environmental 
effects resulting from effects of the 
proposal combined with effects of other 
past and future undertakings. 


As such, please include a commitment in 
the ToR that specifies the EA will consider 
climate change (adaptation and 
mitigation) and cumulative effects in the 
evaluation and assessment of alternatives 
and the preferred undertaking. 


To facilitate this assessment and 
evaluation, refer to the ministry’s guide 
“Consideration of Climate Change in 
Environmental Assessment in Ontario” 
and the federal document “Cumulative 
Effects Assessment Practitioners' Guide”. 


Revise text accordingly. Please include 
this commitment in the appropriate 
corresponding sections of the ToR 
document (i.e. Section 4.5 and 7 of this 


The EA will consider climate change 
adaptation and mitigation and cumulative 
effects in the evaluation and assessment 
of alternatives and the preferred 
undertaking. 


Section 4.5 and Section 
7 changed to reflect 
commitment to climate 
change adaptation.  


No further comment. 
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draft ToR). 


MECP – 6 Section 1, Page 10 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph: 


“The first key step of the EA process is 
the preparation of a ToR” 


“Hydro One will prepare the EA in 
accordance with the framework laid out in 
the ToR document and in accordance 
with…” 


Revise text accordingly. 


Revised sections for clarity as presented.  Section 1.1 has been 
modified to provide 
additional clarity and 
information. 


Section 1, Page 11 of the revised 
draft ToR 


• To improve clarity, consider 
the following revision to the 
first paragraph: 


“… Hydro One has initiated 
the first key step in the EA 
process for the Lake Superior 
Link…” 


 


MECP – 7 Section 1.1, page 10 


What are the three separate entities (i.e. 
Ontario Power Generation, Hydro One, 
and the IESO) responsible for and/or what 
are their mandates? 


Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


Provided additional information on the 
three separate entities. 


Section 1.1 has been 
modified to provide 
additional clarity and 
information. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 8 Section 1.1, page 10 


The three bullets points are confusing. 
Why is the bullet format used for these 
points? 


Need more context with these bullets in 
order to provide more clarity. For 
instance: 


Does the IPSP refer to the 20 year energy 


Removed bullet points. 


IPSP refers to the 20 year energy plan. 
Link between LSL, IESO and IPSP has 
been made. 


Supply mix has been defined and 
clarified. 


OEB has been defined, role clarified, and 
provided responsibility and mandate. 


Section 1.1 has been 
modified to provide 
additional clarity and 
information. 


No further comment. 
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plan? Clarify how they are related? 


Who and/or how was the government 
given discretion to determine further 
supply mix? What does “supply mix” 
mean? 


Define the term OEB. What is their 
responsibility and/or mandate? How do 
they fit into the overall project/process? 


Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


MECP – 9 Section 1.1, page 11 


Provide more information on the IPSP 
and/or 20 year energy plan (2007). What 
was its focus, goals, targets etc.? 


Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


Information on IPSP focus and goals 
provided.  


Section 1.1 has been 
modified to provide 
additional clarity and 
information. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 10 Section 1.1, page 11 


What does the Framework for 
Transmission Project Development Plans 
discuss in regards to the development 
and/or planning of transmission projects? 


Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


Expanded on FTPDP. Section 1.1 has been 
modified to provide 
additional clarity and 
information. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 11 Section 1.2, page 11 


Please clarify what activities/processes 
have been completed regarding upgrades 


A discussion around the modifications 
and upgrades to existing Transformer 
stations has been added to a new 


Section 4.2.8 has been 
created to discuss 
transformer station 


Section 4.2.8, page 37-38, of the 
revised draft ToR 


• To improve clarity and flow, 
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to the associated transformer station 
infrastructure. 


Why were these upgrades not included as 
part of this environmental assessment 
project? 


The discussion regarding the upgrades to 
the associated transformer station 
infrastructure should be provided in 
Section 4 of this ToR document. 


Revise text accordingly. Please include a 
description of the work done regarding the 
transmission stations and justification and 
rationale for conducting this work 
independently of this environmental 
assessment project. 


Section under Section 4.2.8.  expansions.  consider separating the 
discussion for each TS into 
separate paragraphs.  For 
instance, a paragraph that 
only discusses the EA 
triggers and the project status 
for the Marathon TS, followed 
by another paragraph that 
discusses the Wawa TS etc. 
 


• The Class EA projects are 
considered approved if they 
have successfully followed 
the planning process in the 
approved parent Class EA 
document and no Part II 
Order requests were 
received.  As such, it is the 
subsequent permits and 
approvals that will not be 
issued until a decision on the 
EWT EA.  Since this permit 
discussion does not pertain to 
the Class EA process, it does 
not need to be included in the 
ToR.  Please remove the 
following statement: 
 
“These TS expansions are 
reliant upon the approval of 
the transmission line, and it is 
expected that a Minister’s 
decision will be withheld until 
such a time as a decision is 
made on the East-West Tie 
Corridor Expansion Individual 
EAs.” 
 


• However, it would be 
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informative to include a list of 
the subsequent permits and 
approvals needed for the TS 
projects. 


MECP – 12 Section 1.2, general 


Please avoid any direct references to 
NextBridge or the NextBridge EA project. 
If necessary, NextBridge should be 
referred to as the “designated electricity 
transmitter”. 


Please avoid direct comparisons to the 
NextBridge EA project. For example: “as 
compared to the NextBridge proposal… 
Lake Superior Link project… has a lower 
estimated cost, a smaller environmental 
footprint…” 


Also avoid any subjective comments 
regarding the NextBridge EA project. For 
instance: “In response to the concerns… 
Hydro One is proposing its East-West Tie 
Line project, called “Lake Superior Link”, 
to protect the interests of the public and 
ratepayers.” 


Revise text accordingly. Please remove 
references to NextBridge or the 
NextBridge EA project. Please remove 
any comparisons or subjective comments 
regarding the NextBridge EA project. 


NextBridge references and subjective 
comments have been removed. 
NextBridge has been replaced with 
‘designated electricity transmitter.’ 


 


Section 1.2 has been 
modified to remove 
NextBridge references.  


Section 1.2, page 14 (third 
paragraph) of this revised draft 
ToR: 


• Please avoid detailed 
references to the NextBridge 
EA project. 
o The discussion regarding 


project costs should be 
presented at a high level, 
without specific details.  
State in general terms 
that there were concerns 
with the scale of cost 
increases. 


o Specific numbers/figures 
and quotes are not 
necessary.  It is 
recommended these 
references be removed.    
Those who are interested 
can obtain these specific 
details in Appendix 2.  


• Why is this discussion 
regarding project cost 
relevant?  Was it the catalyst 
for an updated needs 
assessment which further 
justifies the need for the 
project?  This is not clearly 
articulated. 


MECP – 13 Section 1.2, general Information on the existing EWT has Section 1.2 has been 
modified to provide 


No further comment. 
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Provide more information on the 
current/existing East-West Tie 
transmission corridor. What does it 
currently consist of? How old is the 
infrastructure? etc. 


Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


been added.  information on the 
existing EWT. 


MECP – 14 Section 1.2, general 


A better summary of the past provincial 
analysis and decision regarding the need 
and/or justification for the project is 
required. 


The description of the historical events 
related to the proposed expansion of the 
East-West Tie corridor is confusing and 
too vague. This information should be 
presented in a clear and comprehensive 
chronological summary of events. 


More information, detail and context are 
needed in order to fully understand and to 
justify the need for the project. For 
instance, provide more detail and context 
regarding the LTEP. What is the LTEP? 
Why was it updated? What is its focus, 
goals, key elements etc.? 


Also, provide more information for each of 
the bullet points on page 12. For instance, 
for bullet number 2, what does it mean to 
be the “designated electricity transmitter”? 
How does OEB decide who is designated 
and who is not? Can more than one 
proponent be designated? 


A more fulsome summary of the past 
provincial analysis and decision 
regarding the need and/or justification for 
the project has been provided.  


Chronology and additional information for 
the decision making and background part 
of the Project has been added. More 
information on the LTEP is found 
throughout Section 1. 


More information in the bullet point 
summary is found in the preceding 
paragraphs.  


East-West Tie has been renamed to the 
expansion of the East-West Tie corridor 
where prudent. 


Section 1.2 has been 
modified to provide 
additional clarity and 
information. 


Section 1.2, page 12-15 of the 
revised draft ToR: 


• To improve clarity and flow, 
this section should also 
include references to 
Appendix 2 after a supporting 
document is first introduced 
so that those who are 
interested in obtaining more 
information can find specific 
supporting documents easily 
and efficiently.  
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Lastly referring to a summary of the “East- 
West Tie project” is confusing because 
there is currently another EA project with 
the same name. It would be better to 
frame it as the summary of the proposed 
expansion of the East-West Tie corridor. 


Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


Please provide supporting documentation 
to confirm and validate the information 
provided in the bullet points (See 
Comment #1). 


Supporting documentation (i.e. letters, 
assessment, reports etc.) should establish 
the need for: 


• Electricity transmission. For instance, 
summarize documents that established 
the need specifically in northern Ontario 


• The project. For instance, summarize in 
detail the analysis and reporting that has 
been undertaken (to date) regarding the 
need for the project in northern Ontario. 


MECP – 15 Section 1.4, general 


This section must clearly state what the 
purpose is for the study and for the 
undertaking. 


What does Hydro One wish to achieve by 
engaging in the environmental 
assessment process? Why does Hydro 
One need to do this particular 
undertaking? What is the particular 


Additional clarity for the purpose of the 
study and undertaking has been added, 
including referencing supporting 
documentation for the need for the 
project.  


Section 1.4 has been 
modified to provide 
additional clarity and 
information. 


Section 1.4, page 15 of the revised 
draft ToR: 


• To improve clarity, consider 
the following revision to the 
first paragraph: 


“The purpose of the EA study 
is to determine the 
preferred undertaking and 
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problem to be solved or alleviated? What 
is the opportunity which is to be pursued? 


If the need for the project has been 
satisfied and established by a defined 
planning process, then that needs to be 
clearly presented in the ToR and the 
associated supporting documentation 
must be provided (See Comments #1 and 
#14). 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
supporting documentation to confirm and 
validate the information provided (See 
Comment #1 and #14). 


to assess the natural…” 


MECP – 16 Section 1.5, general 


To improve clarity and flow of the ToR 
document, the following organizational 
changes to the ToR document are 
recommended: “Taken together, The ToR 
document is organized into the following 
sections of the ToR are intended in order 
to satisfy the requirements under Section 
6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act: 


• Regulatory Framework for the 
Project (Section 2) 


• Overview of the EA Process and 
Approval Requirements for the Project 
Indication of how the EA will be Prepared 
(Section 3) 


• Description of the Undertaking and 
Evaluation of Alternative Methods 
(Section 4) 


The sections have been renamed and 
reorganized.  


Section 1.5 modified to 
incorporate new ToR 
structure and title names.  


No further comment. 
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• Consultation (Section 5) 


• Existing Environmental Conditions in the 
Study Area (Section 5) 


• Identification and Evaluation of 
Alternative Methods (Section 6) 


• Potential Environmental Effects 
Evaluation Assessment and Mitigation 
Measures (Section 7) 


• Commitments and Monitoring (Section 
8) 


• Consultation (Section 9)” 


Revise ToR document accordingly. 


MECP – 17 Section 2, general 


To improve clarity and flow of this section 
of ToR document, it is recommended this 
section be organized first by a discussion 
of the provincial regulatory framework, 
and then followed by the discussion of the 
federal regulatory framework. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


Provincial and Federal regulatory 
framework headings have been created 
with specific regulatory subheadings.  


Section 2 has been 
reorganized to 
incorporate federal and 
provincial headings.  


No further comment. 


MECP – 18 Section 2, page 15 


The first paragraph of this section 
discusses other permits and approval 
activities and applications. To improve 
clarity and flow of the ToR document, it is 
recommended this paragraph be moved 
to Section 2.6 which discusses other 
relevant provincial legislation, permits and 


Section discussing other permits has 
been moved and the suggested revisions 
have been incorporated into the 
document.  


Section 2 has been 
modified with some text 
moved to Section 2.1.5 
(old Section 2.6).  


No further comment. 
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policies. 


The first paragraph refers to the 
construction phase; however it is 
suggested to keep the discussion of other 
permits and approval activities more 
general. 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph: 


“Hydro One will identify all necessary 
approvals that may be required during 
project planning and construction. Where 
practical appropriate, Hydro One will 
begin preparation of construction-related 
applications initiate other permit and 
approval activities and applications 
concurrent with the EA process. It will be 
necessary to initiate some permit and 
approval activities or applications during 
the EA process including any required 
consultation activities with members of the 
public, municipalities, agencies, and 
Indigenous communities and groups. It 
should be noted that some other permits 
and approvals for construction typically 
rely on more detailed engineering and 
design information than is available during 
the EA process. In this event, Hydro One 
will carry out required studies necessary 
to support those approvals prior to start of 
construction, following the completion of 
the EA. The following sections outline the 
framework for regulatory approvals in 
Ontario for electricity transmission 
projects and how they apply to the 
Project.” 
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Revise this section and text accordingly. 


MECP – 19 Section 2.1, page 15 


Please specify that this undertaking is a 
Category C project under the Electricity 
Regulation (O.Reg 116). 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
additional information on how the project 
is captured under O.Reg 116. 


Specified that Lake Superior Link is a 
Category C project under the Electricity 
Regulation. Additional information of 
O.Reg. 116/01 has been added.  


Section 2.1 has been 
revised to include 
Category C designation.  


No further comment. 


MECP – 20 Section 2.1, page 15 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the third paragraph of Section 
2.1: 


“Hydro One is required to complete and 
submit a ToR to the MOECC for review 
and approval as illustrated on Figure 2. 
The purpose of the ToR is to provide the 
overall study framework for the planning 
and decision making process that will be 
followed during the EA…” 


Revise text accordingly. 


Text has been revised according to 
comment. 


Section 2.1 revised with 
updated text. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 21 Section 2.1, page 17 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph on this 
page: 


“Should the ToR be approved by the 
Minister of the Environment of Climate 
Change Conservation and Parks, it will be 
used by Hydro One to guide the 
completion of the EA to ensure that it 
meets the intent fulfills the requirements 


The ToR will be submitted for reviewed 
and approved by the Minister of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks. If 
approved, the ToR will then be used by 
Hydro One to direct the EA process to 
fulfill the requirements of the EA Act and 
other regulatory requirements. The 
resulting EA process will be then 
documented in an EA Report to be 
submitted to the MECP for review and 
approval.  


Section 2.1.1 modified to 
reflect text changes.  


Section 2.1.1, page 20 of the 
revised draft ToR: 


• To improve clarity, consider 
the following revision to the 
first paragraph: 


“The ToR will be submitted 
for reviewed and approvaled 
by the Minister…” 
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of the EA Act and any other applicable 
requirements. The results of the EA 
process will then be documented in an EA 
Report to be submitted to the MOECC 
MECP for review and approval. 


There are two key documentation 
requirements for the an application for 
approval to proceed with an undertaking 
under subsection 5(1) of the EA Act: 


• the development, submission, review 
and approval of the ToR; and, 


• the preparation, submission, review and 
approval of the EA document in 
accordance with the framework set out in 
the MOECC MECP approved ToR.” 


Suggested text modifications have been 
implemented. 


MECP – 22 Section 2.1, page 17 


Table 1 and its preceding paragraph 
proposes how the EA will be prepared. To 
improve clarity and flow of the ToR 
document, it would be more appropriate 
for this information to be moved to Section 
3.0 of this ToR document. 


Revise ToR document accordingly. 


Table 1 moved to section 3 of the ToR. Table 1 (now Table 3) 
moved to section 3 of the 
ToR. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 23 Section 2.1, page 17 


More information and detail is required to 
support the “reason for proceeding with 
this undertaking has been established by 
the IESO…” 


See Comment #14. 


More information has been documented 
in Section 1 to support the IESO 
determination of need for the project.  


Text has been moved to 
Section 3 as per 
Comment 22 (previously 
Section 2.1). 


No further comment. 
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MECP – 24 Section 2.1, page 17 


Please provide further information on 
“focusing of the EA”. Define the term 
“focusing”. What does it mean to focus the 
EA? What general requirements will not 
be addressed in the EA? etc. 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
additional information in Section 3.0 of 
this ToR document. 


More information has been provided to 
support the ‘focusing’ of the EA IESO 
determination of need for the project. 


Section 3 has been 
modified (previously 
Section 2.1).  


Section 2.1.1, page 28-29 of the 
revised draft ToR: 


• To improve clarity and flow, 
consider the following 
revision to the last paragraph: 


“…are not fully fleshed out. 
Proponents will submit an 
EA under subsection 6(2)(c) 
and 6.1(3) of the EA Act if 
there is a more defined 
planning process and more 
details of the project are 
already known.  This is 
generally referred to as a 
‘focused EA’.  The reason 
for proceeding with this 
undertaking has been 
established… The focused 
EA will meet the 
requirements of subsection 
6.1(2) and will not assess 
‘alternatives to’ and not 
reexamine the ‘purpose of the 
undertaking’ but will include a 
‘Do Nothing’ alternative.” 


MECP – 25 Section 2.1, Table 1, page 17 


Please correct references to “Section 0”. 


Revise Table accordingly. 


Section references have been corrected.  Table 1 (now Table 3) 
has been modified 
accordingly. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 26 Section 2.1, Table 1, page 17, row 2 


In order to provide flexibility to 
accommodate new circumstances, 
consider the following revision: 


Suggested revision has been 
implemented. 


Table 1 (now Table 3) 
has been modified 
accordingly. 


No further comment. 
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“ii) The EA will evaluate and assess two 
alternative reference routes alternative 
methods of carrying out the undertaking”. 


Revise Table accordingly. 


MECP – 27 Section 2.1, Table 1, page 17, row 2 


In accordance with Section 5.2.5 of the 
Code of Practice, the “Do Nothing” 
alternative should always be considered. 
It acts as a starting point for the 
comparison of alternatives. 


See Comment #42. Revise Table 
accordingly. 


‘Do Nothing’ alternative will be evaluated.  Table 1 (now Table 3) 
has been modified 
accordingly. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 28 Section 2.1, Table 1, page 18, row 1, 
column 1 


Alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking should be included in the 
“description of…” 


Revise Table accordingly. 


Description of is a copied heading from 
the EA Act. Assessing alternative 
methods of carrying out the undertaking 
has been added to Table 3. 


Table 3 has been 
modified.  


There seems to be some 
confusion regarding the row and 
column references in my original 
comments.  As such, to improve 
clarity and flow, please revise 
Table 3 of the revised draft ToR 
accordingly: 


• page 29, row 1, column 3: 
 
“The EA will describe the 
purpose of the undertaking 
and alternative methods of 
carrying out the undertaking.” 
 


• Page 30, row 1, column 1: 


“(iii) the actions necessary or 
that may reasonably be 
expected to prevent, change, 
mitigate or remedy the effects 
upon or the effects that might 
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reasonably be expected upon 
the environment by the 
undertaking and the 
alternative methods of 
carrying out the 
undertaking” 


MECP – 29 Section 2.1, Table 1, page 18, row 2 


Alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking should be included in “an 
evaluation of advantages and 
disadvantages…” 


Revise Table accordingly 


Alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking will be assessed in an 
evaluation of advantages and 
disadvantages. 


Table 3 has been 
modified. 


There seems to be some 
confusion regarding the row and 
column references in my original 
comments.  As such, to improve 
clarity and flow, please revise 
Table 3 of the revised draft ToR 
accordingly: 


• Page 30, row 2, column 1: 


“(d) an evaluation of the 
advantages and 
disadvantages to the 
environment of the 
undertaking and the 
alternative methods of 
carrying out the 
undertaking” 


• Page 30, row 2, column 3: 


“The EA will provide an 
evaluation of the advantages 
and disadvantages to the 
environment of the 
undertaking and the 
alternative methods of 
carrying out the 
undertaking” 


MECP – 30 Section 2.3 Added information on OEB consultation. Change made in section No further comment. 
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Are there any opportunities for public 
and/or Indigenous consultation? If so, 
please describe. 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information (if any) in this 
section of the ToR. 


2.1.3 (old Section 2.3). 


MECP – 31 Section 2.4 


What is meant by “the fee simple 
interest…” in the statement “Property 
Owners will be offered the choice of 
Hydro One acquiring either an easement 
or the fee simple interest in the lands 
required for the Project.”? 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information in this section of 
the ToR. 


Fee simple interest is ownership of the 
land and any improvements to the land in 
perpetuity. This has been clarified in the 
text.  


Section 2.1.4 has been 
modified to provide clarity 
on fee simple interest.  


No further comment. 


MECP – 32 Section 2.5, page 21 


In order to clearly demonstrate that this 
undertaking is not a “designated project” 
under federal regulation, please provide 
further information on the requirements 
outlined in the federal regulation 
designating physical activities. 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information in this section of 
the ToR. 


Federal regulators provided further 
comments on Project designation and 
federal regulation and revisions have 
added clarity to the section. 


Section 2.2 has been 
revised with additional 
information from federal 
regulators.  


No further comment. 


MECP – 33 Section 2.5, page 21 


Please include the November 27, 2017 
letter from Parks Canada in your Record 
of Consultation.  


Letter will be included with record of 
consultation.  


Record of Consultation 
will include Parks 
Canada letter.  


No further comment. 
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Please provide the additional information 
as part of the Record of Consultation (See 
Comment 2). 


MECP – 34 Section 2.5, general 


Provide more information regarding 
Section 67 of the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (i.e. what does it state, 
what requirements does it outline etc.). 
Also, for improved clarity and flow, it is 
recommended a subheading be included 
for the discussion regarding Section 67. 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information in this section of 
the ToR. 


Subheading for Section 67 added. 
Additional information on Section 67 has 
been added to the Section 67 section.  


Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 
have been modified to 
incorporate additional 
information.  


No further comment. 


MECP – 35 Section 2.5, general 


What consultation has been conducted to 
date with ISC, CEAA and other federal 
authorities? 


Please provide the additional information 
as part of the Record of Consultation (See 
Comment 2). 


Consultation with Federal authorities has 
been documented in the Record of 
Consultation.  


No change required. No further comment. 


MECP – 36 Section 2.6, general 


To improve clarity and flow, it is 
suggested to organize the permits and/or 
approvals listed according to the 
responsible Ministry. Consider using a 
table format. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Table format has been added.  Table 1 has been added.  No further comment. 


MECP – 37 Section 2.6, general A statement similar to Comment 39 was Statement added in No further comment. 
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Include a statement at the end of this 
section that states: 


• This is a preliminary list 


• This list is subject to change as the 
project is further developed and refined 


• A final list will be outlined the EA 
document. 


Use similar wording as the last paragraph 
in Section 2.7 of this ToR document (See 
Comment #39). 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information in this section of 
the ToR. 


provided at the end of this section. Section 2.2.5. 


MECP – 38 Section 2.7, general 


To improve clarity and flow, it is 
suggested to organize the permits and/or 
approvals listed according to the 
responsible federal agency. Consider 
using a table format. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Federal approvals and permits have 
been listed in a table format.  


Table 2 has been created 
in Section 2.2.5. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 39 Section 2.7, page 23 


To improve clarity and flow, consider the 
following revision to the third paragraph of 
Section 2.1: 


“Section 2.0 provided a preliminary list of 
other federal permits and approvals that 
may be necessary for the Project. This list 
is subject to change as the Project is 
further developed and refined. All federal 


Statement has outlined adaptability and 
flexibility of permits and approvals for 
both provincial and federal authorities.  


Statements have been 
added to Section 2.1.5 
and 2.2.5. 


No further comment. 







 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision MECP Response 


permits and approvals that are necessary 
for the Project to proceed will be outlined 
in the EA document. It may not be 
practicable to complete all required 
surveys in relation to other approvals prior 
to submission of the EA document, but 
Hydro One will commit to continue and 
complete all information collection prior to 
construction following the completion of 
the EA.”.  


Revise text accordingly. 


MECP – 40 Section 3, page 24 


Need to provide more information and 
detail to support your statement: “Based 
on the previously conducted needs 
assessment and the prioritization of the 
project from regulatory bodies, a more 
focused approach to the EA will be 
utilized.” 


Please provide supporting documentation 
to confirm and validate the statement 
“Based on the previously conducted 
needs assessment and the prioritization of 
the project…” (See Comment #1 and 
#14). 


Please incorporate the discussion from 
Section 2.1 on “focusing” and Table 1 into 
this section of the ToR document (See 
Comment #24). 


Revise the ToR document and text 
accordingly. 


Information for the needs assessment 
has been added to Section 1 and a 
sentence directing the reader there has 
been added. 


Rearrangement of sections has been 
completed as directed.  


 


Discussion from previous 
Section 2.1 on focusing 
and Table 1 (now Table 
3) has been moved to 
Section 3.0. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 41 Section 3, page 24, bullet 1 Bullet revised. Section 3.0 has been No further comment. 
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To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 


“a description of the Project and the 
purpose of the Project based on the 
recommendations and decisions of the” 
IESO and the government; 


Revise text accordingly. 


revised. 


MECP – 42 Section 3, page 24, bullet 3 


In accordance with section 5.2.5 of the 
Code of Practice, the “Do Nothing” 
alternative should be considered. 


Please be advised that the “Do Nothing” 
alternative represents what is expected to 
happen if the problem or opportunity that 
prompted the EA process is not 
addressed. The “Do Nothing” alternative 
represents what is expected to happen if 
none of the alternatives being considered 
during the EA process are carried out. It 
represents the benchmark against which 
the advantages and disadvantages of the 
alternatives being considered can be 
measured and compared. 


The “Do Nothing” alternative is not 
intended to be considered as a 
reasonable way in which the problem or 
opportunity that prompted the initiation of 
EA process can be addressed. 


It is the ministry’s expectation that during 
the EA process proponents will consider a 
reasonable range of alternatives, which 
will be assessed against the “Do Nothing” 


The bullet has been revised to include a 
‘Do Nothing’ alternative.  


Section 3.0 has been 
revised.  


No further comment. 
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alternative. 


Revise text accordingly. 


MECP – 43 Section 3, page 24, bullet 4 


Incorrect reference to alternative 
methods. Statement should refer to 
alternatives to. 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 


“the EA will not include a description and 
rationale of alternatives to methods of 
carrying out the Project as it has already 
been extensively studied by the OPA and 
IESO regulator and the preferred 
alternative to has already been identified. 
However, the EA will include a description 
of and statement of rationale for the 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking such as identified reference 
route and reference route alternative will 
be considered for the Project as well as 
route alignment, design considerations 
and local refinements;” 


Revise text accordingly. 


The text has been modified as 
presented. 


Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 


Section 3, page 27 of the revised 
draft ToR: 


• To improve clarity, consider 
the following revision to the 
forth bullet point: 


“the EA will not include a 
description and rationale of 
alternatives to as it has 
already been extensively 
studied by the OPA and IESO 
and the preferred alternative 
to has already been 
identified…” 


MECP – 44 Section 3, page 24, bullet 5 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: “a description of the environment 
that will be affected, or might reasonably 
be expected to affected directly or 
indirectly by the Project and the 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking routes considered;” 


The text has been modified as 
presented. 


Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 


No further comment. 
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Revise text accordingly. 


MECP – 45 Section 3, page 24, bullet 6 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 


“an description evaluation of the 
advantages and disadvantages that will 
be caused or might reasonably be 
expected to be caused to the environment 
as a result of the Project, and the 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
Project;” 


Revise text accordingly. 


The text has been modified as 
presented. 


Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 46 Section 3, page 24, bullet 7 


To improve clarity and flow, this bullet 
point should come after bullet point 5. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


Bullet moved to bullet position 6. Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 47 Section 3, page 24, bullet 8 


This statement is repetitive. It is already 
captured in in bullet point 6. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


Bullet deleted due to repetition. Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 48 Section 3, page 24, bullet 8 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 


“description and documentation of the 
public, agency and stakeholder 
consultations and Indigenous 
communities and groups engagement and 


Revised bullet point to further clarify.  


“description and documentation of the 
public, agency, stakeholder, and 
Indigenous communities and groups 
engagement and consultation 
undertaken during the EA process”. 


Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 


No further comment. 
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consultation undertaken during the EA 
process”.  


Revise text accordingly. 


MECP – 49 Section 3, page 24, bullet 9 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 


“pre- and post- development 
environmental monitoring plans, follow-up 
programs, and commitments (as 
necessary); and, 


Revise text accordingly. 


Text modified as presented. Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 50 Section 3, page 24, bullet 10 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 


“supporting documents, maps, etc., or any 
other documents as required under the 
EA Act and its regulations, such as 
Ontario Regulation 334. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Text modified and further clarified:  


“supporting documents, maps, or any 
other documents as required under the 
EA Act and its regulations, such as O. 
Reg. 334.” 


Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 51 Section 3, page 24 


This list should include a commitment that 
the EA will include a description of the 
effects that will be caused or that might 
reasonably be expected to be caused to 
the environment. Should follow bullet 
point 5. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


Bullet added after point 5. Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 


No further comment. 
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MECP – 52 Section 3.1, general 


To improve clarity and flow, it is 
recommended this subsection be moved 
to the end of Section 3. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


Section 3.1 has been incorporated into 
Section 3.  


Section 3.0 has been 
revised.  


Section 3, page 31 of the revised 
draft ToR: 


• The first paragraph on this 
page should have been kept 
as its own separate 
subsection at the end of 
Section 3 (i.e. Section 3.2 
Flexibility to Accommodate 
New Circumstances).  Please 
revise the ToR document 
accordingly.    


MECP – 53 Section 3.1, page 25 


In accordance with Section 5.2.10 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is important 
that flexibility be incorporated when 
preparing the ToR document. However, 
flexibility is not to allow proponent to 
completely change the scope of their 
study at the EA stage. As such, consider 
the following revision: 


“…To address these potential changes, 
there is a requirement for flexibility within 
the ToR document to lay out a framework 
for a successful EA submission and 
subsequent construction and operational 
phases. Project design updates, study 
area refinements changes, novel 
information, and implementation of input 
from the consultation process are 
examples of new circumstances arising 
during a project lifecycle. These degrees 
of Flexibility allow proponents reasonable 
measures to address unforeseen 
circumstances but still maintain regulatory 
compliance throughout the project phases 


Text modified as presented. Section 3.0 has merged 
Section 3.1 with the 
recommended 
modifications.  


No further comment. 
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without starting the ToR and EA process 
anew. Some of these changes are likely 
to be minor and have limited 
consequences while others may be more 
significant and require consultation with a 
number of stakeholders and agencies. 
Hydro One has prepared this ToR with the 
most complete state of knowledge at the 
time of its preparation but acknowledges 
the Project may need to adapt to new 
circumstances. If significant changes to 
the project are being considered, Hydro 
One will consult with the MECP to 
determine if the proposed changes can be 
accommodated with the framework of the 
ToR. ” 


Revise text accordingly. 


MECP – 54 Section 3.2, general 


When referencing the Code of Practice, 
specify which section(s) of the Code of 
Practice is being referenced. 


Revise the text accordingly 


Added Section 4.3 reference to Code of 
Practice. 


Section 3.1 section 
reference has been 
added.  


No further comment. 


MECP – 55 Section 3.2, page 25 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph: 


“The EA will be prepared in accordance 
consistent with the requirements on the 
EA Act described in Section 2.1 and in 
accordance with the MECP’s Code 
Practice on Preparing and Reviewing 
Environmental Assessments in Ontario” 


Text modified as presented. Section 3.1 has been 
modified.  


No further comment. 
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Revise text accordingly. 


MECP – 56 Section 3.2, page 26 


Please explain the term “reference 
reports”. Are they detailed technical 
studies completed in support of the EA? 


Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


Reference reports are detailed technical 
studies completed in support of the EA. 
This language has been clarified and a 
reference to Section 4.3 of the Code of 
Practice has been added.  


 


Section 3.1 has been 
modified.  


No further comment. 


MECP – 57 Section 4, general 


This section provides a description of the 
undertaking and an evaluation of 
alternative methods. Both these 
components are important requirements 
of the EA process. As such, to improve 
clarity and flow of the ToR document, it 
would be more appropriate for this 
components to be separated into two 
separate sections: 


• Section 4 – “Description of the 
Undertaking”. This section includes 
Subsections 4.1, 4.6 & 4.7. 


• Section 5 – “Identification and Evaluation 
of Alternatives”. This section includes 
subsection 4.2 to 4.5. It should begin with 
a brief general summary explaining the 
two different types of alternatives the 
Environmental Assessment Act requires 
proponents to assess (i.e. ‘alternatives to’ 
and ‘alternative methods’ of carrying out 
an undertaking). 


Revise ToR document accordingly. 


Comment #16 has placed Identification 
and Evaluation of Alternative Methods as 
Section 6. Otherwise, sections have 
been split out accordingly.  


Alternative methods vs. alternatives to 
have been further clarified. 


Sections 4 and 6 have 
been split out. 


No further comment. 
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MECP – 58 Section 4, general 


Please clarify that this section provides a 
general description of the undertaking. 
Include a commitment that a more 
detailed description of the undertaking will 
be provided in the EA. This description 
should be sufficiently detailed to enable 
the identification an assessment of 
potential effects for all phases of the 
project. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Text has been revised with the following: 
“This section provides a general 
description of the undertaking. A more 
detailed description of the undertaking 
will be provided in the EA. The 
description within the EA will be 
sufficiently detailed to enable the 
identification and assessment of potential 
effects for all phases of the project.” 


 


Section 4.0 has been 
revised.  


No further comment. 


MECP – 59 Section 4.1, general 


Please clearly define the geographical 
boundaries of the study area. In 
accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the 
boundaries should adequately represent 
the geographical area within which the 
potential environmental effects of the 
alternatives being considered and the 
proposed undertaking are likely to occur 
and will be studied. 


Interested government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and members of 
the public rely upon the description of 
study area to determine whether the 
proposed undertaking and its alternatives 
may impact their respective jurisdictional 
mandate, Indigenous rights or interests. It 
is therefore important to explain how the 
boundaries of the study area were 
determined. 


In addition, please include a commitment 


Comment 57 has placed Section 4.1 
after Section 4, which includes the Study 
Area. This section is prior to the 
description of the existing environment 
and will remain in place.  


PSA, LSA and RSA have been defined 
and clarification on updating the study 
areas was added as an EA commitment. 


Section 4.1 has been 
revised with further 
information.  


Section 4.1, page 33 of the revised 
draft ToR: 


• In accordance with Section 
5.2.6 of the ministry’s Code of 
Practice, before the existing 
environment is described, a 
study area must be defined.  
As such, it would be more 
appropriate to move 
subsection 4.1 to Section 5 of 
this revised draft ToR (i.e. as 
its own subsection before 
subsection 5.1 on page 41).  
Please revise the ToR 
document accordingly. 
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that a more detailed description of the 
study area and how the boundaries of the 
study area were determined will be 
provided in the EA. 


Also, in accordance with Section 5.2.6 of 
the ministry’s Code of Practice, before the 
existing environment is described, a study 
area must be defined. As such, it would 
be more appropriate to move this section 
to Section 6 of this ToR document. 


Revise text and ToR document 
accordingly. Please provide the additional 
information in this section of the ToR. 


MECP – 60 Section 4.1, general 


Hydro One specifies that information from 
NextBridge’s EA document will be used to 
supplement the Lake Superior Link EA. 
The ministry would like to emphasize that 
as outlined in our November 14, 2017 
letter to Hydro One and reiterated in 
correspondence from March 16, 2018 and 
April 10, 2018; Hydro One's proposed 
Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
is considered a new undertaking for the 
purpose of the Environmental 
Assessment Act. As such, Hydro One is 
required to complete the requirements of 
the Environmental Assessment Act 
including preparing technical studies for 
analysis and evaluation and consultation 
requirements. This information must be 
completed and submitted as part of the 
Lake Superior Link EA. 


Revise text accordingly. Please remove 


Reference to NextBridge has been 
removed. Clarification on assessment of 
areas previously studied has been made.  


Section 4.1 updated to 
remove reference to 
NextBridge and 
clarification on scope of 
studies.  


No further comment. 
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references to NextBridge or the 
NextBridge EA project. See Comment 
#12. 


MECP – 61 Section 4.2, general 


This section discusses alternatives to the 
project and therefore should be renamed 
“Alternatives To”. 


Revise heading accordingly. 


Heading has been modified to 
‘Alternatives To’. 


Section 6.1 has been 
revised. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 62 Section 4.2, general 


This subsection states that an extensive 
‘alternatives to’ assessment (i.e. local 
generation and other transmission 
solutions etc.) had been previously 
performed by OPA and IESO, and the 
proposed expansion to the East West Tie 
corridor was identified as the preferred 
option. 


Although Hydro One is proposing to 
prepare a focused EA, a detailed 
summary of the assessment conducted by 
OPA and IESO should be presented in 
the ToR document. The ToR should 
include some analysis of ‘alternatives to’ 
to provide the necessary justification and 
rationale for why the expansion of the 
current East West Tie corridor is the 
preferred option. This information should 
also be confirmed and validated by 
providing supporting documentation. 


Revise this section accordingly. Please 
provide a detailed summary and analysis 
of the ‘alternatives to’ assessment 


Added reference to Section 1 which 
further outlines the IESO/OPA process to 
determine the scope and need of the 
Project. Supporting information is also 
available in an information packet.  


Section 6.1 modified to 
include reference to other 
Section 1.  


Section 6.1, page 68, of the 
revised draft ToR: 


• A detailed summary of the 
analysis conducted through 
OPA and IESO planning 
processes should be 
presented in the ToR 
document.  


• The ToR should include a 
summary of the analysis of 
‘alternatives to’ (i.e. what 
options were considered, 
what were the conclusions? 
etc.) 


• This section should also 
include references to 
Appendix 2 so that those who 
are interested in obtaining 
more information can find 
specific supporting 
documents easily and 
efficiently.  
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conducted through OPA and IESO 
planning processes. Include any further 
details as supporting documentation. 


MECP – 63 Section 4.2, page 27 


A reference to “East-West Tie project” is 
confusing because there is currently 
another EA project with the same name. It 
would be better to frame it as the 
summary of the proposed expansion of 
the East-West Tie corridor. To improve 
clarity, consider the following revision: 


“The expansion of the East-West tie 
project corridor has been identified by the 
Ministry of Energy, the OEB and the IESO 
as a priority project, as per an Order-in-
Council issued by the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council on March 4, 2016. As 
such, this ToR proposes and will utilize a 
focused EA will be prepared method. 


The following text has been modified: 


“The East-West Tie Corridor Expansion 
project has been identified by the 
Ministry of Energy, the OEB and the 
IESO as a priority project, as per an 
Order-in-Council issued by the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council on March 
4, 2016. As such, this ToR proposes a 
focused EA will be prepared. “ 


Section 6.1 has been 
modified with updated 
text.  


No further comment. 


MECP – 64 Section 4.2, page 28 


This paragraph is very confusing. At some 
points, it is unclear whether you are 
referring to alternatives to or alternative 
methods. To improve clarity, consider the 
following revision: 


“Under In accordance with subsections 
6(2) (c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act, a 
focused EA will be prepared. The 
assessment of alternatives to the 
undertaking and approach will take into 
account the IESO and OPA planning 
processes recommendations. As such, 
the need and method for the goals of the 


Alternative Methods have been moved to 
Section 6.3. The proposed text 
modifications have been implemented. 


Section 6.1 modified, 
moved alternative 
methods to Section 6.3. 


No further comment. 
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project have has been clearly identified 
and the ToR EA will not contain an 
assessment of alternatives to the 
undertaking. 


It is also recommended that any 
discussion of alternative methods of 
carrying out the undertaking be moved to 
Section 4.4. 


Revise this section accordingly 


MECP – 65 Section 4.3 


In accordance with Section 5.2.5 of the 
Code of Practice, the “Do Nothing” 
alternative should always be considered. 
It acts as a starting point for the 
comparison of alternatives. 


See Comment #42. Revise this section 
accordingly. 


The Do Nothing alternative will be 
considered. Text has been revised to 
reflect this approach. 


Section 6.2 has been 
modified to include a Do 
Nothing alternative.  


No further comment. 


MECP – 66 Section 4.4, general 


This section discusses alternatives 
methods of carrying out the undertaking 
and therefore should be renamed 
“Alternatives Methods of Carrying out the 
Undertaking” 


As such, there needs to be a clear 
statement at the beginning of this section 
listing the alternative methods of carrying 
out the undertaking that will be identified, 
evaluated and assessed in the EA. This is 
not limited to just routing alternatives. For 
instance, alternative methods should 
include but not limited to: 


Renamed “Alternatives Methods of 
Carrying out the Undertaking” section 
6.3. Added additional methods and 
provided subsections for them. 


Section 6.3 has been 
renamed. 


Added subsections 
6.3.1., 6.3.2, and 6.3.3 
for alternative routes, 
alternative designs, and 
local refinements. 


No further comment. 
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• Alternative routes between the Thunder 
Bay and Wawa 


• Local refinements to the Reference 
Route 


• Alternative designs: 


O Towers (i.e. types and specific siting), 
new access roads etc. 


This should be following by subsections 
for each of the above referenced 
alternative methods which will provide 
further information and preliminary details. 


Revise heading and text accordingly. 
Please provide the additional information 
in this section of the ToR. 


MECP – 67 Section 4.4, general 


Need to expand on the explanation for 
limiting the number of route alternatives to 
be considered in the EA (i.e. connection 
criteria and Provincial Policy Statement). 
Our understanding is that there are a 
number of linear corridors that are located 
between Thunder Bay and Wawa. Why 
will the EA not identify, evaluate and 
assess all these potential corridors? 


If limiting the number of route alternatives 
to be considered in the EA, thorough 
justification and rationale is required. In 
accordance with section 5.2.5 of the Code 
of Practice, the ToR should provide 
justification for limiting the examination of 
alternatives and a statement of the 
rationale for the alternatives that will be 


Text has been revised to the following: 


“There are a number of existing linear 
corridors between Thunder Bay and 
Wawa which would satisfy the 
connection criteria for the Project. The 
identified route alternatives have been 
presented due to cost, construction, 
operation, maintenance, reliability, 
stakeholder consultation and 
environmental concerns. Large portions 
of the proposed corridor have been 
previously studied and significant public 
and Indigenous consultation has gone 
into identifying the proposed route 
alternatives. Section 5.2.5 of the Code of 
Practice states the ToR should provide 
justification for limiting the examination of 
alternatives and a statement of the 
rationale for the alternatives that will be 


Section 6.3.1 has been 
modified to include an 
explanation on route 
alternatives. 


Section 6.3.1, page 70 of the 
revised draft ToR: 


• As per the second paragraph, 
what “sections below identify 
the transmission route that 
will be assessed” are you 
referring to?  Clearly list the 
preliminary transmission 
routes that will be assessed. 
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examined the EA. This should be 
accompanied by supporting 
documentation. 


Furthermore, provide background on the 
reference route and the justification for its 
use. 


If justification and rationale for limiting the 
number of route alternatives to be 
considered in the EA cannot be provided 
in the ToR, please include a commitment 
that a thorough screening of the route 
alternatives will be provided in the EA (i.e. 
the EA will identify, evaluate and assess a 
reasonable range of potential linear 
corridors that are located between 
Thunder Bay and Wawa). 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information in this section of 
the ToR. 


examined the EA. A thorough screening 
of route alternatives will be provided in 
the EA.” 


  


MECP – 68 Section 4.4, page 29 


Section 5.2.5 of the ministry’s Code of 
Practice identifies a number of questions 
that can be used by proponents when 
determining the alternatives that should 
be considered during the EA process. 
These questions are designed to aid 
proponents in identifying and determining 
an initial range of alternatives, that may 
reasonably address the problem or 
opportunity that prompted the initiation of 
the EA process and be within a 
proponent’s ability to implement, that 
should be carried forward for further 
consideration during the EA process. 


List of questions has been removed. Removed list from 
Section 6.3.1. 


No further comment. 
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These questions are not intended to be 
used as a means by which alternatives 
are compared and assessed or by which 
a preferred alternative is determined. 


Please remove text regarding the 
questions listed in section 5.2.5 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice. 


MECP – 69 Section 4.4.1, general 


Local refinements to the reference route 
might be required as a result of 
consultation, to avoid sensitive 
environmental features (natural, socio-
economic, cultural etc.), technical 
considerations, and request of 
landowners. This needs to be clearly 
articulate in this subsection. 


Also, please statement that the need for 
local refinements to the reference route 
and final siting will be determined and 
evaluated during the EA process. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Added text:  


“Local refinements to the reference route 
might be required as a result of 
consultation, to avoid sensitive 
environmental features (natural, socio-
economic, cultural etc.), technical 
considerations, and request of 
landowners. The need for local 
refinements to the reference route and 
final siting will be determined and 
evaluated during the EA process.” 


Section 6.3.3 has been 
revised.  


No further comment. 


MECP – 70 Section 4.4.1, page 30 


The last three paragraphs on this page 
briefly describe a preliminary list of criteria 
and indicators (i.e. Appendix 2 of the draft 
ToR) and a preliminary assessment and 
evaluation methodology that will be 
utilized during the EA process. However 
the discussion only refers to the 
alternatives methods related to local 
refinements to the reference route and is 
insufficient. 


Text moved to Section 6.4 to discuss 
alternative methods (not just alternative 
routes). 


“When alternative methods are being 
considered, a local study area will be 
established. Data will be collected for 
environmental features within the study 
area to identify the preferred alternative 
method. This data is intended to assist in 
determining the overall effect of the ROW 
alignment on the natural, socio-economic 


Last 3 paragraphs of 
Section 4.4.1 has been 
moved to Section 6.4 (old 
Section 4.5). 


No further comment. 
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To improve clarity and flow, any 
discussion of the preliminary list of criteria 
and indicators (i.e. Appendix 2 of the draft 
ToR) and a preliminary assessment and 
evaluation methodology should be moved 
to Section 4.5 of this ToR document. 


In addition, this discussion should be 
general and apply to all alternative 
methods. In accordance with Section 
5.2.7 of the ministry’s Code of Practice, it 
is the ministry’s expectation that Hydro 
One will conduct a systematic evaluation 
of all the alternative methods of carrying 
out the undertaking. 


Please remove text regarding preliminary 
list of criteria and indicators and the 
preliminary assessment and evaluation 
methodology. See Comment #71. 


and cultural/built environments to 
develop appropriate mitigation measures. 
These evaluation criteria and indicators 
may be subject to refinement and 
modification during the EA process 
based on study findings, consultation and 
provincial policy. Technical, 
administrative and cost criteria will also 
be considered in this process.” 


 


MECP – 71 Section 4.5, general 


The purpose of this section is to describe 
the approach to be taken in the 
assessment and evaluation of the 
alternatives in the EA. At the heart of the 
EA planning process in Ontario is the 
comparative analysis of alternatives, 
assessing advantages and disadvantages 
and determining the best alternative that 
is appropriate to address the problem or 
opportunity. 


In accordance with Section 5.2.7 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, proponents 
must conduct a systematic evaluation of 
the alternatives. 


Section 6.4 has been significantly 
amended and expanded to incorporate 
the suggested text inclusions and 
commitments for outlining the 
methodology to alternative method 
assessment.  


Information on development of the 
criteria and indicators was also added to 
the section and so were commitments to 
outline preliminary criteria, rationale and 
data sources and their refinement during 
consultation. 


 


Section 6.4 has been 
modified. 


 


 


Section 6.4, page 71-72 of the 
revised draft ToR: 


The information presented this 
section needs to be revised in 
order to improve clarity and flow.  
Information on data, criteria and 
indicators, evaluation methods etc. 
are all discussed intermittently 
throughout the section. However, 
this information should be 
presented in a more cohesive and 
logical manner.    


To facilitate the reorganization of 
Section 6.4, EAS offers the 
following recommendations: 
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Evaluation Methodology 


The ToR should either identify the 
evaluation method(s) to be used and the 
reason for its selection or outline the 
general parameters that will be used to 
identify the evaluation method(s) in the 
EA. 


Please clearly indicated at the evaluation 
method(s) will be used during EA process 
to assess: 


• Potential environmental effects 


• Impact management measures 


• Net effects 


• advantages and disadvantages of the 
alternatives on the environment during all 
phases of the project (i.e. construction, 
operation, maintenance etc.). 


The method(s) chosen must be able to 
produce an assessment that is clear 
logical and traceable. 


Criterial and Indicators 


The evaluation method(s) are based on a 
set of criteria and indicators. Sufficient 
information about the criteria and 
indicators, or how they will be developed, 
should be given in the ToR to ensure that 
they can be understood by interested 
persons who are then able to provide 
informed comments. 


For instance, the ToR should explain the 


• To improve clarity: “In 
accordance with Section 
5.2.7 of the Ministry’s Code of 
Practice, the this ToR will 
identify the evaluation 
methods to be used and the 
reason for its selection or 
outline the general 
parameters that will be used 
to identify the evaluation 
methods in the EA.” 
 


• In accordance with Section 
5.2.7 of the ministry’s Code of 
Practice, consider using 
stepwise approach to 
organize your discussion of 
the assessment and 
evaluation process.  For 
instance, a possible 
arrangement could include: 
 
1. Criteria and indicators – 


in order to evaluate 
alternatives, criteria and 
indicators must be 
developed  


2. Collection of data – to 
inform criteria and 
indicators 


3. Evaluating alternative 
methods.  What method 
of comparative evaluation 
will be used?  Clearly 
state that the evaluation 
methods will be 
developed and refined 
during the EA process to 
assess: 
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rationale for the selection of each of the 
proposed criteria and indicators, and an 
explanation about how each criteria and 
indicator may be further developed during 
the EA process. 


Data Sources 


The main body of the ToR should state 
the potential data sources for the criteria 
and indicators that will be used during the 
EA process. 


Overall 


Please indicate that the information 
provided in this section is preliminary and 
more detail will be provided in the EA. 
Include a commitment in the ToR 
document that the criteria, indicators and 
evaluation method(s) will be further 
developed and refined during the EA 
process, in consultation with the public, 
government agencies, Indigenous 
communities, and any other interested 
persons. 


Please revise this section accordingly. 


 
 Potential 


environmental 
effects; 


 Impact management 
measures; 


 Net effects; and, 
 Advantages and 


disadvantages. 
 
of the alternative methods 
on the environment, during 
all phases of the project 
(i.e. construction, 
operation, maintenance 
etc.).  Also, the method(s) 
chosen must be able to 
produce an assessment 
that is clear logical and 
traceable. 


4. Identify the preferred 
alternative/undertaking 


 
   


MECP – 72 Section 4.6, page 31 


If the general location of the project and 
certain technical considerations has been 
determined through another planning 
process, then those details needs to be 
clearly presented in this section of the 
ToR document and the associated 
supporting documentation must be 
provided. (See Comments #1 and #14). 


Text modified to incorporate additional 
information on the background of the 
technical and location considerations as 
identified by the IESO/OPA/OEB.  


Section 4.2 text has been 
modified. 


Section 4.2, page 34 of the revised 
draft ToR: 


• To improve clarity and flow, 
the first paragraph should 
also include references to 
Appendix 2 so that those 
who are interested in 
obtaining more information 
can find specific supporting 
documents easily and 
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Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
supporting documentation to confirm and 
validate the information provided (See 
Comment #1 and #14). 


efficiently.  
• What was the project 


definition provided in the 
information package? 


• What were the minimum 
technical requirements for 
the project? 


MECP – 73 Section 4.6.1, general 


This section briefly describes alternative 
design considerations and preliminary 
assessment and evaluation methodology 
that will be utilized during the EA process. 
As per Comment #70, to improve clarity 
and flow, any discussion of criteria and 
indicators and a preliminary assessment 
and evaluation methodology should be 
moved to Section 4.5 of this ToR 
document. This discussion should be 
general and apply to all alternative 
methods of carrying out the undertaking. 


Please revise this section accordingly. 
See Comment #71 


Text has been updated with: Design 
considerations are applicable to all 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking. 


Section 4.2.1 has been 
moved under Section 4.2 
(old Section 4.5). 


Section 4.2.1, page 34 of the 
revised draft ToR: 


• The first paragraph of this 
section states “The criteria 
and indicators defined above 
will…”   However, criteria and 
indicators were not defined 
“above” as indicated in this 
section.  To improve clarity, 
please revise this reference in 
the text accordingly.  


MECP – 74 Section 4.6.2, general 


Any discussion of the technical 
considerations for the transmission line 
ROW should include all proposed routes 
and not be specific to the reference route 
(i.e. “For the section of the line through 
PNP…”). The preferred transmission line 
route will be determined through the EA 
process and the ToR should not 
presuppose the outcome of the EA. 


Text modified to outline design criteria in 
a more generic manner: 


New ROWs not adjacent to the existing 
East-West Tie corridor, typically up to 46 
m wide, will be cleared of vegetation to 
accommodate the transmission line. For 
any alternative routes where quad-circuit 
towers would be proposed as a design 
consideration, the corridor will not be 
widened and as such no vegetation 
removals would be required outside the 


Section 4.2.2 has been 
modified to remove 
presuppositions of the 
EA.  


No further comment. 
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existing ROW. 


MECP – 75 Section 4.6.3, page 32 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the last sentence: “This will be 
confirmed in the detail design stage for 
the Project. further discussed in the EA” 


Revise text accordingly. 


Text has been revised as presented.  Section 4.2.3 has been 
modified. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 76 Section 4.6.4, general 


Only temporary access roads are 
mentioned; however, will any of the 
access roads be considered permanent? 
Will these be new access roads or 
extensions to existing access roads? 


Revise text accordingly. 


Information on access roads has been 
added to this section. 


Text modified in Section 
4.2.4. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 77 Section 4.6.6, general 


Will there be a need for construction 
camps? All components and structures 
associated with construction should be 
identified and discussed in the EA. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Text added: 


“The need for construction camps during 
the execution of the project is 
expected. These camps are anticipated 
to be located in Nipigon, Marathon and 
White River in areas that are in proximity 
of the laydown yards and have easy 
access to the fly yards and major access 
points. Accommodations will also be 
sought in both Thunder Bay and Wawa, 
however we anticipate that the local 
infrastructure would be able to 
accommodate the anticipated labour 
force.” 


Added Section 4.2.9 No further comment. 


MECP – 78 Section 4.7.2, general 


The heading for this section should 


Text added: 


A Transmission Vegetation Management 


Section 4.3.2 has been 
modified. 


No further comment. 
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include “Maintenance” (i.e. operation and 
maintenance). 


Does the Transmission Vegetation 
Management Program apply to this 
project? If so please provide further 
information. 


Revise heading accordingly. Please 
provide any additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


Program developed within Hydro One will 
apply to the operation and maintenance 
of the corridor. 


MECP – 79 Section 4.7.3, general 


What are examples of decommissioning 
activities for this type of project? 


Please include a commitment in this 
section of the ToR that states if 
decommissioning activities are required, a 
detailed review of the potential 
environmental effects and mitigation 
measures will be provide. 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
any additional information in this section 
of the ToR. 


Text added: 


“If decommissioning activities are 
required, a detailed review of the 
potential environmental effects and 
mitigation measures will be provide” 


Section 4.3.3 has been 
modified.  


No further comment. 


MECP – 80 Section 5, page 36 & Figure 5 


While the ministry understands 
proponents have specific project 
schedules they strive to maintain, delays 
may occur. However, it should be the 
purpose of Figure 5 to highlight the key 
milestones during in the EA process to 
ensure that interested persons 
understand the process, and when they 
are able to review documents and provide 


Figure 5 has been removed as without 
specific timelines it is duplication of 
Figure 3. 


Figure 5 modified. Section 9, page 82 of the revised 
draft ToR: 


• Figure 5 of the June 2018 
draft ToR provided a good 
overview of Hydro One’s 
specific consultation activities 
in relation to the steps in the 
EA process.  It is 
recommended that Figure 5 
of the June 2018 be 
incorporated into Section 9 







 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision MECP Response 


comments before decision are made. 


As such, to improve clarity, please 
remove the “when” column in Figure 5 
and the second last sentence on page 36: 
“The timelines in the figure are required to 
meeting the project need date.” 


with the revisions specified in 
Comment 80 and Comment 
81. 


MECP – 81 Figure 5, page 37 


There are other key milestones after the 
formal submission of a final EA document 
that are absent from in Figure 5 (i.e. 
Inspection of the Ministry Review). In 
order to improve transparency, please 
incorporate the missing key milestones. 
Refer to Appendix A: Environmental 
Assessment Process Timelines of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice. 


In addition, the “Specific Consultation 
Activities” should specify that 
documentation (i.e. draft & final ToRs and 
EAs) will be reviewed by government 
agencies and Indigenous communities, as 
well as the public. 


Revise Figure 5 accordingly. 


Figure 5 has been removed as without 
specific timelines it is duplication of 
Figure 3. 


Figure 5 removed.  See MECP response to Comment 
80. 


MECP – 82 Section 5.1, page 38 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first sentence: 


“…best practices in public and 
stakeholder consultation and 
engagement…” 


Revise text accordingly. 


Text has been revised as presented. Section 9.1 has been 
revised. 


No further comment. 
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MECP – 83 Section 5.2, general 


This section should be incorporated as a 
subsection under Section 5.5 
“Consultation Plan for the EA” 


Revise ToR document accordingly. 


Text has been moved. Section moved to 9.4.3 
under Consultation Plan 
for the EA.  


Section 9.4.3, page 93 of the 
revised draft ToR: 


• To improve clarity and flow, it 
would be more appropriate to 
move subsection 9.4.3 before 
subsection 9.4.1 of the 
revised draft ToR (page 88).  
Please revise the ToR 
document accordingly.   


 


MECP – 84 Section 5.2, page 38 


Stakeholders should be consulted 
throughout the EA process and not just 
with regard to alternative methods. Please 
revise the last sentence of the first 
paragraph accordingly. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Text modified:  


The following stakeholders will be 
consulted throughout the EA process 


Section 9.4.3 modified 
accordingly.  


No further comment. 


MECP – 85 Section 5.2, page 39 


Third Paragraph - Section 5.3 provides 
further information and details regarding 
Duty to Consult and Indigenous 
community consultation. As such, to 
improve clarity, the third paragraph should 
include a reference to Section 5.3. 


Fourth Paragraph - Please include a 
commitment that the comprehensive 
project contact list will continually be 
reviewed and updated during the EA 
process. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


Third paragraph has been revised to 
incorporate a reference to section 9.2 
 
In delegating procedural aspects of 
consultation, the Ministry of Energy has 
identified fourteen First Nations and four 
Métis Groups as having a potential 
interest in the Project. The duty to 
consult is discussed further in Section 
9.2 
 
Fourth paragraph has been revised to: 
“A comprehensive contact list is being 
maintained from the outset of the Project. 
Hydro One is committed that the 
comprehensive project contact list is 
continually reviewed and updated during 
the EA process as contacts change and 
new contacts are identified through 


Section 9.4.3 revised 
accordingly.  


No further comment. 
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consultation activities.” 
 


MECP – 86 Section 5.2, page 39 


These bullet points are describing the 
consultation and engagement activities 
planned for the project during the EA 
process. To improve clarity and flow of the 
ToR document, it would be more 
appropriate for this information to be 
moved and incorporated into to the list in 
Section 5.5.1. 


In addition, the last bullet point should 
remove reference to “draft and final ToR”. 
Any consultation and engagement 
activities related to the preparation of the 
Terms of Reference should be described 
in Section 5.4. 


Also, the last bullet should specify that 
documents will be made available to 
government agencies and Indigenous 
communities for review, in addition to the 
public. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


List moved and incorporated into list 
under 9.4.1. 


Removed reference to draft and final 
ToR. 


Draft and final ToR and EA documents 
will be distributed to government 
agencies, key interest groups, and 
municipal officials and staff of 
communities along the project route. 


Section 9.4.1 has 
incorporated these 
changes.  


Section 9.4.1, page 88 of the 
revised draft ToR: 


• This section should be 
renamed “Consultation and 
Engagement Activities” since 
it describes activities that 
could pertain to all 
stakeholders including 
members of the public, 
Indigenous communities and 
government agencies.  As 
such, consider the following 
revision to the first sentence 
of this section: 
 
“The following outlines the 
specific consultation activities 
that are planned for 
members of the public, 
government agencies and 
Indigenous communities 
during the EA:” 
 


• This section should also 
include a summary of the key 
decision making milestones 
and when consultation will 
occur.  For example, how 
consultation activities (i.e. 
CICs, presentations, 
meetings etc.) aligns with key 
milestones in the EA process 
(i.e. the assessment of 
alternative methods, impact 
assessment of the preferred 
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undertaking, review of draft 
EA etc.).  Refer to Figure 5 of 
the June 2018 draft ToR for 
guidance.  See Comment 80. 


MECP – 87 Section 5.3, general 


This section should reflect the up-to-date 
status of the delegation and notification. In 
addition, to improve clarity and flow, it 
would be more appropriate for the list of 
communities as described in Section 
5.4.2, to be incorporated into this section 
of the ToR document. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


The section has been updated with the 
list of communities.  


Section 9.2 updated with 
list of communities.  


No further comment. 


MECP – 88 Section 5.4, general 


In accordance with Section 5.2.9 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, do not 
confuse consultation plan with record of 
consultation. 


The consultation plan is for future 
consultation that will take place during the 
preparation of the EA. 


The record of consultation is for past 
consultation that took place during the 
preparation of the ToR. As such, this 
section of the ToR document should 
summarize the consultation activities that 
occurred and their results. In addition, 
proponents must submit a separate and 
more detailed document called a Record 
of Consultation. See Comment #2. 


In order to improve clarity, the heading for 
this section should be revised: 


Section 9.3 renamed to Consultation on 
the ToR. 


Section has been written in past tense 
where appropriate.  


 


Section 9.3 has been 
modified accordingly. 


Section 9.3, page 84-88 of the 
revised draft ToR: 


• This entire section should be 
written in past tense since it is 
meant to summarize what has 
already occurred.  For 
example on page 84 of the 
revised draft ToR:  
 
“Hydro One has had a detailed 
consultation plan… activities 
undertaken or to be 
undertaken in relation to the 
preparation of the ToR”  
 


• This section should reflect the 
up-to-date status of the 
consultation activities that 
have occurred on the 
preparation of the ToR and 
their results.  Please update 
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“Consultation Plan for on the ToR”. In 
addition, each of the subsection (i.e. 5.4.1 
to 5.4.3) should be written in past tense 
since they are summarizing what has 
already occurred. 


and include a summary of the 
results of consultation with 
members of the public, 
government agencies and 
Indigenous communities.    


MECP – 89 Section 5.5.1, page 45 


The review of a draft EA document should 
be its own separate bullet point. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


Review of a Draft EA document – Hydro 
One will notify stakeholders, government 
agencies, Indigenous communities and 
other interested parties on the contact list 
that the Draft EA document is available 
for review. 


Section 9.4.1 has been 
modified.  


No further comment. 


MECP – 90 Section 5.5.2, general 


Refer to comments from Peter Brown, 


Indigenous Consultation Advisor, Client 
Services and Permissions Branch, MECP. 


The EA consultation plan for Indigenous 
communities should clearly set out the 
steps a proponent intends to take with 
respect to consultation activities. It should 
include, but not limited to, consideration of 
the following: 


• How Indigenous communities will be 
notified and consulted. This includes a 
description of the consultation activities 
planned (i.e. notifications, information 
sharing opportunities, open houses, 
individual meetings with the community 
etc.). 


• Points in the EA process when 
Indigenous communities will be consulted. 


• Methods that will be used to consult with 


Removed term groups from all language 
used for Indigenous communities. 


Text outlining that the EA consultation 
plan for Indigenous communities will 
clearly set out the steps Hydro One 
intends to take with respect to 
consultation activities. 


Added text for clarification: In addition to 
the tailored consultation approach for 
Indigenous communities, all public 
consultation processes and specific 
consultation activities outlined in Section 
Error! Reference source not found. 
and throughout Section Error! 
Reference source not found. will be 
available to Indigenous communities. 


Section 9.4.2 (old 
Section 5.5.2) has been 
revised. 


Section 9.4.2, page 90-93 of the 
revised draft ToR: 


• Reference to Section 9.3.1 in 
the first paragraph on page 91 
is incorrect.  Please revise. 


• To improve clarity, please 
include a statement that the 
standalone Consultation Plan 
will be developed and refined 
in consultation with Indigenous 
communities and the Plan will 
be submitted to MECP for 
review prior to initiating the 
EA. 


• In addition, please include a 
statement that if requested, 
Hydro One may need to 
develop individual consultation 
plans that are tailored to 
specific Indigenous 
communities.  


Please refer to comments from 
Peter Brown, Indigenous 
Consultation Advisor, Client 
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Indigenous communities. 


• Identify the decisions that Indigenous 
communities can provide input to and 
what role Indigenous communities play 
when the proponent makes decisions. 


• How traditional knowledge will be 
incorporated. 


Consultation plans should be developed 
and refined in consultation with 
Indigenous communities. Each community 
may have different approaches and/or 
preferences with regard to consultation 
and engagement. As such, some 
communities may prefer to have 
individualized plans. 


Other Items 


Please specify in this section that 
Indigenous communities are welcome to 
participate in the public consultation 
activities, in addition to the ones planned 
specifically for Indigenous communities. 


Please remove the word “groups” from all 
references to “Indigenous communities 
and groups”. The appropriate reference is 
just “Indigenous communities” 


Revise this section accordingly. 


Services and Permissions Branch, 
MECP.    


 


MECP – 91 Section 5.5.3, general 


The appropriate reference is “government 
agencies” and not just “agency”. 


References to agency throughout the 
document have been revised to include 
government agencies.  


All sections of ToR. No further comment. 
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Revise this section accordingly. 


MECP – 92 Section 5.5.4, general 


Please use one term (i.e. record) when 
referring to the consultation record. Too 
many terms (i.e. log, database etc.) is 
confusing. 


Please clarify the last sentence in this 
section: “The Record of Consultation for 
the ToR EA will be submitted…” 


Revise text accordingly. 


Record has been standardized. Log and 
database have been removed.  


Modifications made to last sentence. 


Section 9.4.5.  Comment 92 would apply to 
Section 9.3.3, page 87 of the 
revised draft ToR.  Please revise 
accordingly.   


Please include a statement in 
Section 9.3.3 that the Record of 
Consultation for the ToR will be 
submitted under a separate cover. 


MECP – 93 Section 5.6, page 49 


Please specify: “all comments and inputs 
received from the public, government 
agencies and Indigenous communities will 
be documented…” 


Revise text accordingly. 


All comments and input received from 
the public, government agencies, and 
Indigenous communities will be 
documented in a summary table and 
included in the EA document as part of 
the Record of Consultation. 


Section 9.5 revised. Section 9.5, page 96 of the revised 
draft ToR: 


• To improve clarity, consider 
the following revision: 


“The summary table will 
provide a response to each 
issue and how the issue 
was addressed.” 


MECP – 94 Section 6, general 


The section notes that environmental 
studies have been completed by another 
proponent. Hydro One specifies that they 
intend on using this information and will 
conduct a gap analysis to identify the 
need of verification or collection of data to 
complete the description of the 
environment.  


What are the environmental studies you 
are referring too and by which proponent? 
Is this reference to NextBridge and the 


Direct references to NextBridge will be 
removed. Desktop studies will 
supplement any proposed EA studies. 


Where studies have been conducted on 
the proposed corridor and they apply to 
the project, Hydro One will not duplicate 
these studies, but instead use publicly 
available information to inform 
assessment efforts. Hydro One will 
conduct the appropriate studies where 
information is needed to satisfy the EA 
requirements. The current preliminary 
focus of field surveys includes Pukaskwa 


Section 5 revised.  Section 5, page 41 of the revised 
draft ToR:: 


• For consistency with previous 
sections of the ToR (i.e. 
Section 4.1), please revise 
the first paragraph as follows: 
 
“The biophysical and socio-
economic baseline 
environmental conditions of 
the reference route 
alternative and much of the 
reference route have been 
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NextBridge EA? The ministry would like to 
emphasize that as outlined in our 
November 14, 2017 letter to Hydro One 
and reiterated in correspondence from 
March 16, 2018 and April 10, 2018; Hydro 
One's proposed Lake Superior Link 
Transmission Project is considered a new 
undertaking for the purpose of the 
Environmental Assessment Act. As such, 
Hydro One is required to complete the 
requirements of the Environmental 
Assessment Act including preparing 
technical studies for analysis and 
evaluation and consultation requirements. 
This information must be completed and 
submitted as part of the Lake Superior 
Link EA. 


Revise text accordingly. Please remove 
references to other proponent’s 
environmental studies throughout this 
section. See Comment #12 and #60. 


National Park, the transmission corridor 
between Wawa and Marathon, the 
Dorion area, temporary and permanent 
access roads, laydown areas, fly yards 
and any additional areas identified as a 
concern. Hydro One will continue to 
engage regulators to ensure the baseline 
data is adequate for the EA. 


Text revised to the following: 


The biophysical and socio-economic 
baseline environmental conditions of the 
reference route alternative and much of 
the reference route have been recently 
extensively studied and these results are 
publicly available. Where there is an 
overlap of the study areas, Hydro One is 
generally not duplicating these studies, 
but using the information available 
publicly through existing environmental 
studies already funded by the ratepayers 
of Ontario. 


recently extensively studied 
and these results are publicly 
available. Where there is an 
overlap of the study areas, 
Hydro One is generally not 
duplicating these studies, but 
using the information 
available publicly through 
existing environmental 
studies already funded by the 
ratepayers of Ontario. Where 
studies have been 
conducted on the proposed 
corridor and they apply to 
the project, Hydro One will 
not be duplicating these 
studies, but use publicly 
available information to 
inform assessment efforts. 
Hydro One will conduct the 
appropriate studies where 
information is needed to 
satisfy the EA 
requirements.” 


MECP – 95 Section 6, general 


Please include a commitment in the ToR 
document that a more detailed description 
of the environment and the baseline 
conditions for all environmental 
components will be provided in the EA. 


Revise text accordingly. 


More detailed description of the 
environment and the baseline conditions 
for all environmental components will be 
provided in the EA. 


 


Section 5 revised.  No further comment. 


MECP – 96 Section 6.1 and 6.2, general 


The subsections of Section 6.1 and 6.2 
provide information on proposed data 


Additional information on the 
environmental components in Sections 
6.1, 6.2 and 6.3 have been added to 
bolster understanding of their current 


Sections 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3 
have been revised 
substantially to reflect 


No further comment. 
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collection tools/methods (i.e. studies, 
tests, surveys or mapping etc.) for each of 
the environmental components; however, 
in accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR 
should provide a preliminary description of 
the environment and baseline conditions. 


The current descriptions of each of the 
environment components have limited 
information. Descriptions of the 
environment and baseline conditions 
should be sufficiently detailed to allow the 
government agencies to determine 
whether the proposed studies will meet 
the information requirements of the 
particular agency. 


For instance, further information that can 
be included, but not limited to: 


• A description of the Lake Superior 
Watershed and any secondary or tertiary 
watersheds 


• A preliminary list of SARs in the study 
area 


• A list of the species of fish that are 
expected based on aquatic features of the 
study area. 


Please provide further information on 
baseline conditions for each of the 
environmental components. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


state. These sections have been revised 
substantially to provide additional 
information on existing environmental 
conditions. 


comments.  


MECP – 97 Section 6.1 and 6.2, general Significantly revised Sections 5. Overall 
data collection methodology has been 


Section 5.1 (Data 
Collection Methodology) 


No further comment. 
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In accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR 
should include a list and brief explanation 
of the tools (i.e. studies, tests, surveys, 
mapping etc.) that will be used to provide 
a more detailed description of the 
environment in the EA. Lists will not 
preclude proponents from conducting 
additional and more detailed studies as 
part of the EA. 


Although the subsections of Section 6.1 
and 6.2 provide information on proposed 
data collection tools/methods, to improve 
clarity and flow, this information should be 
integrated into one subsection. As such, 
please incorporate a subsection in 
Section 6 that includes a list and a brief 
explanation for each of the available or 
existing data collection tools (i.e. studies, 
tests, surveys or mapping etc.) that were 
used to determine the existing conditions 
of each component of the environment. 
Also, please include a list and a brief 
explanation of the data collection tools 
(i.e. studies, tests, surveys, mapping etc.) 
that will be carried out to provide a more 
detailed description of the environment in 
the EA. 


Overall, sufficient information should be 
given in the ToR to ensure that data 
collection tools/methods can be 
understood by interested government 
agencies, Indigenous communities and 
members of the public who are then able 
to provide informed comments. 


placed into its own section and data 
sources have been tabulated. Where 
appropriate, study-specific data collection 
methodology is briefly discussed under 
the study subheadings where it is most 
pertinent. 


Study methods have been listed. 


The scope and intensity of study and its 
associated data collection methodology 
will be further refined during the EA 
process throughout consultation with 
stakeholders, Indigenous communities, 
data gap analysis, in response to novel 
information and Project refinements. 


and 5.1.1 (Published 
Sources of Information) 
have been added to 
provide a clearer flow 
and structure for data 
collection methodology. 
Sections and subsections 
under 5.2 and 5.3 have 
been revised to reflect 
the updated methodology 
sections.  
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Revise this section accordingly. 


MECP – 98 Section 6.1.1 to 6.1.2, general 


Field work may be required to gather 
information on environmental baseline 
conditions. As such, please remove 
references to “no field work” and include 
statements such as “desktop studies will 
be used and supplemented with field work 
where required” or “field work will be 
conducted if necessary” etc. 


Revise these subsections accordingly. 


No field work has been replaced with 
‘desktop studies will be used and 
supplemented with field work, where 
required.’ 


Sections 5.1.1 and 5.1.2 
have been modified 
accordingly. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 99 Section 6.1.6, page 56 


The last paragraph provides general 
information and references all 
environmental components. As such, it 
would be more appropriate to move this to 
the beginning of Section 6.1 of this ToR 
document. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


All information collected as part of the 
natural environment field programs will 
be used in the EA, to identify potential 
effects and practicable mitigation 
measures, and to fine tune the locations 
of towers, access roads and water 
crossings (where appropriate). 
Information will also be used for any 
approvals that may be required prior to 
construction. 


Last paragraph of 
Section 5.1.6 has been 
moved to Section 5.1. 


No further comment. 


MECP – 100 Section 6.1.8, general 


Please specify that potential project 
emission sources will be evaluated 
against regulatory standards in the EA. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Potential Project emission sources will be 
evaluated against regulatory standards in 
the EA. 


Section 5.1.8 modified 
accordingly.  


 


MECP – 101 Section 6.1.9, general 


Please specify that potential noise 
emission sources will be evaluated 
against regulatory standards in the EA. 


Potential noise emission sources will be 
evaluated against regulatory standards in 
the EA. 


Section 5.1.9 modified 
accordingly. 


No further comment. 
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Revise text accordingly. 


MECP - 102 Section 6.2, general 


To improve clarity and flow, considering 
separating the socio-economic 
environmental components and the 
cultural/built environment components into 
two separate sections. 


Revise ToR document accordingly. 


Section 5.2 has been split into Section 
5.2 and 5.3 separating the socio-
economic environmental components 
and the cultural/built environment 
components. 


Sections 5.2 and 5.3 
have been revised.  


Section 5.3, page 62 of the revised 
draft ToR: 


• To improve clarity, please 
remove “and Cultural/Built” 
from the subsection title since 
this section only pertains to 
Socio-economic environment. 


MECP - 103 Section 6.2.3, page 58 


To improve clarity, considering the 
following revision to the first sentence of 
the last paragraph that: “The EA will 
describe and assess existing commercial, 
recreational and industrial activities…” 


Revise text accordingly. 


Text revised as presented.  Section 5.2.2 has been 
revised. 


Section 5.3.2, page 63 of the 
revised draft ToR: 


• To improve clarity, 
considering the following 
revision to the first sentence 
of the third paragraph:  
 
“The EA document will 
describe and assess 
existing…” 


MECP - 104 Section 6.2.5, general 


Refer to comments from Peter Brown, 
Indigenous Consultation Advisor, Client 
Services and Permissions Branch, MECP. 


Indigenous community-specific criteria 
and indicators may be required for the 
evaluation of alternatives and assessment 
of the preferred undertaking. Please 
include a commitment in the ToR that 
specifies criteria and indicators of 
relevance to Indigenous communities will 
be developed in consultation with 
Indigenous communities. 


Criteria and indicators of relevance to 
Indigenous communities will be 
developed in consultation with 
Indigenous communities. 


Section 5.3.2 has been 
revised.  


No further comment. 
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Revise text accordingly. 


MECP - 105 Section 6.2.7, page 60 


The landscape characteristic should be 
described for the entire study area, not 
just “the area located West of Nigigon, 
and the Pukaskwa River Provincial Park”. 
As such please remove this reference. 


Revise text accordingly. 


During the EA, the Project team will 
prepare a description of the landscape 
character within the study areas, 
identifying landscape settings and 
features of importance. This assessment 
will focus on valued viewpoints by the 
public and those identified by the project 
team as contributing to the aesthetic 
character of an area (e.g., ESA’s and 
river valleys). Ongoing consultation has 
also identified potential areas of visual 
assessment that will be considered. The 
team will review available models for this 
assessment.  


Section 5.2.5 has been 
revised.  


No further comment. 


MECP - 106 Section 6.2.8, general 


Has there been any preliminary 
consultation with municipalities, MTO etc. 
regarding services and infrastructure? 
Please provide the additional information 
as part of the Record of Consultation (See 
Comment 2).  


Record of consultation will contain 
consultation with municipalities and other 
government agencies. 


N/A No further comment. 


MECP - 107 Section 6.2.9, general 


What are the Hydro One Land Acquisition 
Compensation Principles? Please provide 
further information. 


Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


Added text:  


LACP are project-specific land 
acquisition compensation principles are 
founded upon Hydro One’s past 
experience pertaining to land acquisition 
matters for new transmission projects. 
Hydro One’s central consideration has 
been the need for Property Owners to 
have flexibility and choice while 
balancing Hydro One’s desire to achieve 
timely acquisition of property interests 
and its obligation to ensure that 


Section 5.2.7 has been 
modified. 


No further comment. 
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expenditures are fair and reasonable to 
ratepayers. 


MECP - 108 Section 7, general 


Once the assessment and comparative 
evaluation of the alternatives is 
completed, a preferred undertaking will be 
identified. The purpose of this section is to 
describe the approach to be taken in the 
evaluation of the environmental effects of 
preferred undertaking. The intent is to 
allow the additional details developed on 
the preferred undertaking (i.e. design, 
operations etc.) to be assessed. It also 
allows for the evaluation of impact 
management measures and net effects 
within the context of a more 
comprehensive description for the 
preferred undertaking. 


In accordance with Section 5.2.7 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR 
should either identify the evaluation 
method(s) to be used and the reason for 
its selection or outline the general 
parameters that will be used to identify the 
evaluation method(s) in the EA.  


Please clearly indicated at the evaluation 
method(s) will be used during EA process 
to assess: 


• Potential environmental effects 


• Impact management measures 


• Net effects 


Section 7 has been modified to 
incorporate refinement of evaluation of 
Project effects and the suggested 
changes in this comment. 


Section 7 has been 
revised accordingly.  


Section 7, page 78 of the revised 
draft ToR: 


• Please include a statement 
that the evaluation methods 
chosen will be able to 
produce an assessment that 
is clear, logical and traceable. 
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• advantages and disadvantages 


of the undertaking on the environment 
during all phases of the project (i.e. 
construction, operation, maintenance 
etc.). 


The method(s) chosen must be able to 
produce an assessment that is clear 
logical and traceable. 


MECP - 109 Section 7, page 61 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: “The following section identifies 
the potential effects assessment and 
evaluation and associated mitigation 
measures to address them avoid or 
minimize negative effects. Table 2 
identifies the preliminary environmental 
features and technical considerations that 
will be applied assessed in the evaluation 
of potential environmental effects.” 


Please include a statement that the 
preliminary list of features/considerations 
will be developed and refined during the 
EA process in consultation with the public, 
government agencies, Indigenous 
communities, and any other interested 
persons. 


Are you referring to the preliminary criteria 
and indicators in Appendix 2? If so please 
reference in the text. 


Revise text accordingly. 


The following section identifies the 
potential effects evaluation and 
associated mitigation measures to avoid 
or minimize negative effects. Table 7 
identifies the preliminary environmental 
features and technical considerations 
that will be assessed in the evaluation of 
potential environmental effects. 


A preliminary list of criteria and indicators 
can be found in Appendix 1. 


 


Section 7 has been 
revised accordingly.  


Section 7, page 78 of the revised 
draft ToR: 


• To improve clarity, please 
consider the following 
revision to page 78: 
 
“The evaluation methods will 
be developed and refined 
during the EA process to 
assess the undertaking on 
the environment during all 
phases of the project (i.e. 
construction, operation, 
maintenance etc.) are: 
 
 Potential environmental 


effects; 
 Impact management 


measures; 
 Net effects; and, 
 Advantages and 


disadvantages. 
 
of undertaking on the 
environment, during all 
phases of the project (i.e. 
construction, operation, 
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maintenance etc.)”  
 
The evaluation methods are 
based on a set of criteria 
and indicators.  Table 8 
identifies… and technical 
criteria… have been 
developed for the potential 
environmental effects 
evaluation…” 


 


MECP - 110 Section 7, page 62 


This first paragraph discusses mitigation 
measures. However, to improve clarity 
and flow of the ToR document, it would be 
more appropriate for the discussions 
regarding the assessment of potential 
environmental effects and mitigation 
measures to be separated into two 
separate subsections: i.e. ‘Effects 
Assessment’ & ‘Mitigation Measures’. 


Also consider the following revision: 
“Mitigation measures will be developed 
and described in the EA to avoid or 
minimize negative effects due to 
construction and operation of the project 
with due consideration of cost, safety, 
feasibility and technical standards. “ 


Please clarify what phases are included in 
‘pre- and post-operational”. 


Revise text and this section accordingly. 


Mitigation measures have been placed 
into Section 7.3. 


Proposed text revisions have 
implemented. 


Pre-and post- have been clarified to 
construction and operation, respectively.  


The EA will recommend construction and 
operational monitoring programs 
designed to verify effects prediction, the 
effectiveness of mitigation measures and 
the need for any remedial measures, 
should they be necessary.  


Section 7.3 created for 
mitigation measures. 


Section 7, page 78 of the revised 
draft ToR: 


• To improve clarity and flow, 
include a subheading for the 
discussions on page 78 
regarding evaluation methods 
and the assessment of 
potential environmental 
effects (i.e. 7.1 Effects 
Assessment).  Please revise 
the ToR document 
accordingly. 


MECP - 111 Section 7.1 and 7.2, general Sections 7.1 and 7.2 have been moved Sections 7.1 and 7.2 There seems to be some 
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The information presented in these 
sections needs to be revised in order to 
improve clarity and flow. Potential 
environmental effects, mitigation 
measures, evaluation methods for 
alternatives, criteria and indicators, data 
sources etc. are all discussed at once. 
However, this information should be 
separated and incorporated into the 
appropriate corresponding sections of the 
ToR document (as facilitated by my 
comments on the draft ToR). 


Potential environmental effects and 
mitigation measures 


The preliminary information discussed in 
Section 7.1 and 7.2 with regards to the 
potential environmental effects and 
mitigation measures, is related to the 
assessment and evaluation of the 
alternatives and the preferred 
undertaking. As such, it would be more 
appropriate for this information to be 
incorporated as subsections at the end of 
Section 6 of this ToR document. 


In addition, to improve clarity, it is 
recommended that this information in 
sections 7.1 and 7.2 be put into tabular 
format. 


Revise this section and ToR document 
accordingly. 


to the end of Section 6. Appendix 1 has 
been substantially revised and sections 
have been incorporated into the 
preliminary criteria and indicators table.  


Other portions of this section have been 
tabularized.  


have been moved to the 
end of Section 6. 
Appendix 1 modified 
accordingly. 


confusion regarding section 
references in my original 
comments.  In accordance with 
Section 5.2.6 of the ministry’s 
Code of Practice, after the existing 
environment is described, the 
potential effects of the undertaking 
and its alternatives should be 
described.  As such, it would be 
more appropriate to move Sections 
6.5, 6.6 and 6.7 (of this revised 
draft ToR) to the end Section 5 (of 
this revised draft ToR).  Also, 
please remove the term 
“Evaluation” from the titles for 
Sections 6.5, 6.6 and 6.7, as these 
sections are not an evaluation but 
rather a description of preliminary 
environmental effects. 


Additional Comments: 


Section 6.5, page 73 of the revised 
draft ToR: 


• To improve clarity, consider 
the following revision to the 
first sentence on this page: 
 
“The following section 
identifies the preliminary 
potential environmental 
effects of the project and its 
alternatives evaluation and 
associated preliminary 
mitigation measures to avoid 
or minimize negative effects.” 
 


• To improve clarity and flow, 
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consider including a 
subheading on page 74 that 
incorporates the discussion 
on preliminary mitigation 
measures. 


Section 6.6, page 75 of the revised 
draft ToR: 


• Please include a table (similar 
to Table 7 on page 73 of the 
revised draft ToR) that 
summarizes the preliminary 
potential effects of project 
activities on the socio-
economic environment. 


• What does “Appendix 1” at 
the end of this page refer 
too?  Is this a typo?  


MECP - 112 Section 7.2, general 


To improve clarity and flow, considering 
separating the potential socio-economic 
environmental effects and the potential 
cultural/built environment effects into two 
separate sections. 


Revise ToR document accordingly 


Socio-economic and cultural/built 
environment have been separated in 
Table 4. 


Table 4 revised.  Reference to Table 4 (page 42 of 
this revised draft ToR) is incorrect.  
Are you referring to the revisions to 
Table 8? 


MECP - 113 Section 7.3. general 


This section specifies that the technical, 
administrative and cost considerations 
should be used to evaluate the 
alternatives. As such, to improve clarity 
and flow, it would be more appropriate for 
this section to be moved to Section 4.5 of 
this ToR document. 


Technical, administrative and cost 
considerations have been moved to the 
end of Section 6.4 (old Section 4.5). 


Section 7.3 has been 
moved into Section 6.4. 


No further comment. 







 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision MECP Response 


Revise ToR document accordingly. 


MECP - 114 Section 8, general 


In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR must 
include a statement that the EA will 
include a comprehensive list of 
commitments made by the proponent 
during the ToR process, and where or 
how they have been dealt with in the EA. 
Furthermore, the EA will include a 
comprehensive list of commitments made 
by the proponent during the EA process; 
including all commitments relating to 
impact management measures, additional 
works and studies to be carried out, 
monitoring, consultation and contingency 
planning, and documentation and 
correspondence. 


As such, consider incorporating a new 
subsection in Section 8 of the ToR that 
speaks to ‘commitments’ and references 
these requirements. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


Added section on commitments: 


In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
Ministry’s Code of Practice, the EA will 
include a comprehensive list of 
commitments made by Hydro One during 
the ToR process, and where or how they 
have been dealt with in the EA. 
Furthermore, the EA will include a 
comprehensive list of commitments 
made by Hydro One during the EA 
process; including all commitments 
relating to impact management 
measures, additional works and studies 
to be carried out, monitoring, consultation 
and contingency planning, and 
documentation and correspondence. 


 


Section 8.3 has been 
created for commitments. 


No further comment. 


MECP - 115 Section 8, general 


In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, a monitoring 
framework will consider all phases of the 
proposed undertaking (planning, detailed 
design, construction, operations, 
decommissioning etc.). 


Please clarify what phases are included in 
‘pre- and post-operational”. 


In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
Ministry’s Code of Practice, a monitoring 
framework will be developed during the 
EA and will consider all phases of the 
proposed undertaking. 


Pre-and post- have been clarified to 
construction and operation, respectively.  


 


Section 8 has been 
revised.  


No further comment. 
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Include a commitment in the ToR that 
clearly states a monitoring framework will 
be develop during the EA and will 
consider all phases of the proposed 
undertaking. 


Revise text accordingly. 


MECP - 116 Section 8.1 and 8.2, general 


In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the monitoring 
framework includes two types of 
monitoring: 


• compliance monitoring – assessment of 
whether an undertaking had been 
constructed, implemented and/or 
operated in accordance with commitments 
made during the EA and the conditions of 
EA approval; 


• effects monitoring – activities carried out 
by the proponent after approval of the 
undertaking to determine the 
environmental effects of the undertaking. 


To improve clarity and flow, please clearly 
define the two types of monitoring in the 
corresponding sections; Sections 8.1 
(effects monitoring) and 8.2 (compliance 
monitoring). 


Revise these sections accordingly. 


Definitions of compliance and effects 
monitoring have been added to the 
document. 


Sections 8.1 and 8.2 
have been revised.  


Section 8.2, page 81 of the revised 
draft ToR: 


• To improve clarity, please 
revise the title of subsection 
8.2 to “Compliance EA 
Process Monitoring”.  


MECP - 117 Section 8.1, general 


This section is supposed to provide 
preliminary information on effects 
monitoring; however, it includes 


Environmental management system has 
been clarified to include both effects and 
compliance monitoring. Compliance 
monitoring has been moved to Section 
8.2. Clarification on environmental 


Sections 8.1 and 8.2 
have been revised.  


Section 8.1, page 80-81 of the 
revised draft ToR: 


• This section discusses effects 
monitoring and not 
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information on compliance monitoring (i.e. 
EA commitments). As such, it would be 
more appropriate to move information on 
compliance monitoring to Section 8.2 of 
this ToR document. 


What is the project environmental 
management system? Will it include 
effects monitoring in addition to 
compliance monitoring? Please provide 
further information. 


Revise text and section accordingly. 


management system has been added. compliance monitoring.  As 
such to improve clarity, 
please consider the following 
revision: 
 
“…environmental 
management system that will 
monitor the environmental 
effects of the project and 
ensure compliance with all 
commitments set out in this 
assessment made during the 
EA process, plus other 
environmental 
requirements…” 


MECP - 118 Section 8.1, page 67 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: “During the later stages of the 
EA process, a monitoring program will be 
developed…. will ensure compliance with 
the all commitments set out in this 
assessment made during the EA process, 
plus other environmental requirements….” 


Please move this paragraph to Section 
8.2 (See Comment #119) and incorporate 
a similar commitment that speaks to 
effects monitoring. 


Revise text and section accordingly. 


Text revised as provided, paragraph 
moved to Section 8.2, similar paragraph 
in Section 8.1 revised. 


Paragraph moved to 
Section 8.2, similar 
paragraph in Section 8.1 
revised. 


Section 8.2, page 81 of the revised 
draft ToR: 


• To improve clarity, please 
consider the following 
revisions: 
“…compliance with EA 
process commitments 
outlined in the ToR will be 
regularly…” 
 
“Appropriate commitments to 
Compliance monitoring will be 
reflected…” 


Section 8.3, page 81 of the revised 
draft ToR: 


• To improve clarity, consider 
the following revision: 
 
“the EA will include a 
comprehensive list of 
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commitments…including but 
not limited to, all 
commitments relating…” 


MECP – 119 Section 8.2, general 


The current information in this section 
regarding compliance monitoring should 
be replaced with the information on 
compliance monitoring from Section 8.1. 


In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the EA will 
need to provide a monitoring strategy that 
sets out how and when all commitments 
made in the EA will be fulfilled and how 
the proponent will report to the ministry 
about compliance. 


Please include a commitment referencing 
this requirement in this section of the ToR. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Compliance monitoring moved to Section 
8.2 


Hydro One will provide a monitoring 
strategy that sets out how and when all 
commitments made in the EA will be 
fulfilled and how the proponent will report 
to the ministry about compliance. 


Sections 8.1 and 8.2 
revised.  


No further comment. 


MECP - 120 Appendix 2 


The table should clearly identify which 
column refers to the ‘criteria’ that will be 
used for the assessment and evaluation 
of alternatives. Also, the items under the 
“features considered” column should be 
separated into more specific criteria. For 
instance, “environmentally sensitive 
areas” can be separated further but not 
limited to: 


• Natural heritage features (i.e. ANSI) 


• Wetlands 


Appendix 1 criteria and indicators have 
been extensively modified based on the 
comments provided. 


Criteria and indicators have been 
updated and clarified, environment 
includes cultural/built environment, 
technical considerations have been 
added, references to existing EA studies 
have been removed (NextBridge). 


  


Appendix 1 has been 
modified.  


No further comment. 







 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision MECP Response 


• Species at risk 


• Terrestrial habitat 


• Aquatic habitat 


Also, items under the “environment” 
column should include cultural and built 
environments, and any other technical 
considerations. 


In addition, please include a column that 
identifies preliminary potential effects on 
each of the indictors. 


Also, as per Comments #12, #60 and #94 
please remove references to the existing 
NextBridge EA studies. 


Overall, sufficient information should be 
given in the ToR to ensure that this table 
can be understood by interested persons 
who are then able to provide informed 
comments. 


Revise table accordingly. 
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Guowang Qiu, Air Quality Analyst, Northern Region 


MECP - 129 Section 7.1 


Within the section of evaluation of 
potential effects on the natural 
environment, air quality was not included. 
There is a potential air quality effects 
during the construction of the project due 
to construction activities, especially for the 
fugitive dust. 


Consider the potential air quality effects 
from the construction activities, especially 
for the potential receptors near the 
transmission line, air quality impact 
assessment should be conducted and 
included in the environment assessment. 


Dust and noise from construction are 
controlled with appropriate mitigation 
measures and environmental best 
management practices. Potential air 
quality effects from construction 
activities, especially for the potential 
receptors near the transmission line will 
be considered. Air quality impact 
assessment will be conducted and 
included in the environment assessment. 


 


Section 6.5 (old 7.1) has 
been modified. 


No further comments 


MECP - 130 Appendix 2 


Air quality was not included in the list of 
preliminary criteria and indicators. 


   greenhouse gas emissions should be 
 d included in the list of criteria and indicators 


   nvironmental impacts of the project. 


Appendix 1 has been modified to include 
air quality and greenhouse gases.  


 No further comments 
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Mira Majerovich, EA Coordinator, Northern Region 


MECP - 131 Permit and Approval Requirements (Sec. 
2, pg. 15): 


Please clarify that Lake Superior Links 
only plans to concurrently prepare for 
permits and approvals while the EA 
process is being undertaken. As written, it 
infers that permit and approval 
applications may be submitted during the 
EA process. Approval under the 
Environmental Assessment Act comes 
first and that approval under one piece of 
legislation does not guarantee approval 
under another. To reduce timelines, 
permit or approval applications may be 
submitted concurrently with the EA, 
however, these will not be approved until 
the EA process is complete. Also, the 
proponent can consult with other agencies 
to coordinate documentation that could 
meet both the EA and other applicable 
approvals as needed (Code of Practice: 
Environmental Assessments, pg 38). 


Hydro One only plans to concurrently 
prepare for permits and approvals while 
the EA process is being undertaken. 


Approval under the Environmental 
Assessment Act comes first and approval 
under one piece of legislation does not 
guarantee approval under another. To 
reduce timelines, permit or approval 
applications may be submitted 
concurrently with the EA, however, these 
will not be approved until the EA process 
is complete. Hydro One will consult with 
other government agencies to coordinate 
documentation that could meet both the 
EA and other applicable approvals as 
needed. 


 


Section 2.1.1  No further comment 


MECP - 132 Soil Contamination (Sec. 7.1, pg. 62; Sec. 
7.3, pg. 66): 


Please provide an approach for 
determining if and when assessing or 
managing soil contamination may be 
considered. While this may not be a 
significant concern, a complete 
assessment should consider the potential 
for soil contamination concerns and 
outline how they may be addressed. The 
Guide on Site Assessment, the cleanup of 
Brownfield Sites and the Filing of Record 


The issue of soil compaction and 
measures to mitigate effects on soil 
permeability, drainage and hydraulic 
balance will be addressed in the EA. The 
potential for soil contamination will be 
considered and the Guide on Site 
Assessment, the cleanup of Brownfield 
Sites and the Filing of Record of Site 
Condition will be consulted to determine 
the most appropriate course of action. 


 


Section 6.5.1  In addition to those guidelines and 
BMPs listed in Section 6.5.1, 
Hydro One commits to consulting 
with the Guide on Site 
Assessment, the cleanup of 
Brownfield Sites and the Filing of 
Record of Site Condition to 
determine the most appropriate 
course of action. 
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of Site Condition can provide some 
direction. 


MECP - 133 Acoustic Environment (Sec. 6.1.9, pg 56): 


Please provide additional detail for the 
reference routes by referring to the 
communities that will be crossed, 
recreational areas, the existing 
transmission line and other potential 
sensitive receivers. 


Noise level measurements, studies and/or 
mitigation measures may be required in 
some areas depending on the proximity to 
sensitive receivers. 


Acoustic and noise become a 
consideration when there is a point of 
reception and communities have a 
different acoustic environment. When a 
facility is proposed Ministry of the 
Environment’s Guideline D-1 Land Use 
Compatibility outlines the proponent’s 
responsibility in determining: 


1. The influence area 


2. Identity and distance from existing or 
committed sensitive land use(s); 


3. Severity of impacts; and 


4. Feasible mitigation (Guideline D-1, Sec 
1.3.2). 


Ministry of the Environment’s 
Environmental Noise Guideline NPC 300 
applies to EA projects. It provides sound 
level limits for different classes of areas 


Additional detail for the reference routes 
by referring to the communities that will 
be crossed, recreational areas, the 
existing transmission line and other 
potential sensitive receivers has been 
provided in the text.  


 


Section 5.1.9 has been 
revised.  


It is section 5.2.9, not Section 5.1.9 
(typo) in which Acoustic 
Environment is discussed.  


Hydro One has committed to verify 
existing noise sensitive land uses 
in the EA, including through 
ground-truthing, if required. 


Typo: change MOECP to MECP 
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(eg. urban, rural). 


MECP - 134 Human Health (Sec. 6.2.6, pg. 59): 


Please provide detail on how noise, air 
and water quality will be assessed and 
managed either by linking these to other 
sections of the ToR (Sec. 6.1.8, Sec. 
6.1.9, Sec. 6.1.2) or by adding details into 
this section. This section commits to only 
providing baseline conditions and 
potential effects for EMF’s. There are 
other human health issues that need to be 
addressed. 


Human Health concerns will be 
addressed in the EA. In addressing 
potential health issues, Hydro One looks 
to the scientific expertise of Health 
Canada to assess the scientific studies 
and provide advice and guidance. 
Potential changes in surface water, air 
quality and noise due to Project activities 
can act as pathways to potential effects 
on human health. These criteria will be 
drawn upon to inform human health 
concern assessments in the EA.  


 


Section 5.2.4 modified.  Now Section 5.3.4. 


Hydro one has committed to 
addressing all aspects of Human 
Health concerns and will seek the 
expertise of Health Canada to 
assess the scientific studies and 
provide advice and guidance. 
Please discuss issues that may 
arise from potential changes in 
surface water, air quality and noise 
due to project activities, and 
assess in the EA. This section 
should reflect on more than solely 
EMFs, and their impacts on human 
health. 


MECP - 135 Infrastructure and Service (Sec. 6.2.8; pg. 
60): 


The construction phase of this project will 
likely generate significant waste. The 
proponent should assess the projects 
effect on existing waste management 
services. Do local waste management 
services have the capacity to accept 
additional waste from the project? 


The construction portion of the Project 
will generate some galvanized steel 
waste (estimated at 500 MT) and other 
construction waste. Preliminary inquiries 
to local waste management companies 
indicate that sufficient capacity for waste 
management exists along the proposed 
corridor. 


Section 5.2.6 Now section 5.3.6. Within the EA 
please include specific details of 
the water management companies 
contacted regarding existing 
capacity. 


 


MECP - 136 Appendix 2 – List of Preliminary Criteria 
and Indicators Table: 


Under Potential Data Sources, please add 
to Socio-economic Environment (existing 
land-use, approved development, 
commercial activities) MNRF, MMAH, 
MTCS, and Parks Canada. For 
unorganized land, MMAH is the approval 


All suggested changes have been 
implemented to Appendix 1. 


Appendix 1 has been 
modified.  


MECP has no further comments. 







 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision MECP Response 


authority. MNRF administers the affected 
crown land and conservation authorities 
and Parks Canada the federal parks. 


Update the table to reflect any criteria and 
indicators under the Socio-Economic 
Environment for First Nation Communities 
through consultation and also include any 
from other stakeholders (eg. Traditional 
Land and Resources). 


Please rephrase land use in the table 
under the Rationale for Selection of 
Indicator to land use compatibility, when 
referring to potential for conflicts with 
existing land uses. While it may be 
inferred as stated, this ministry prefers to 
see land use compatibility clearly 
referenced. 
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Archana Uprety, Hydrogeologist, Northern Region 


MECP - 137 The study area in the EA should include 
500 m on either side of the Reference 
Route and Alternative Routes. Project-
specific potential environmental effects on 
groundwater resources are likely to occur 
within this area. For locations where 
extensive blasting is required, this 
distance may need to be increased. 


Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 


The Study Area can be broken up into 
three components: the Project Study 
Area (PSA), Local Study Area (LSA) and 
Regional Study Area (RSA). For the 
general purposes of Lake Superior Link, 
PSA is 500 m on either side of the ROW 
for reference route and alternative 
routes; LSA is 1 km from Reference 
Route boundary/ROW; and the RSA is 
approximately 5 km from the boundary of 
LSA. However, LSAs and RSAs aren’t 
always consistent for each environmental 
factor. For example, study areas for the 
socio-economic assessment will be 
defined by criterion-specific LSAs and 
RSAs. A more detailed description of the 
study area and how the study area 
boundaries were determined will be 
provided in the EA.  


 


Section 4.1 has been 
modified to outline the 
study areas.  


No further comments. 


MECP - 138 The study area in the EA should also 
include the area within 1 km from the 
project footprint, within which potential 
cumulative environmental effects on 
groundwater resources may occur. 


Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 


See response above. For the general 
purposes of Lake Superior Link, PSA is 
500 m on either side of the ROW for 
reference route and alternative routes; 
LSA is 1 km from Reference Route 
boundary/ROW; and the RSA is 
approximately 5 km from the boundary of 
LSA. 


Section 4.1 has been 
modified to outline the 
study areas. 


No further comments. 


MECP - 139 Section 6.1.2, page 52 


To reduce risk to groundwater, a desktop 
study and door-to-door survey should be 
conducted prior to construction to 
determine local groundwater conditions, 


Section 5.1.2 has been revised. 


Wellhead protection areas, intake 
protection zones, highly vulnerable 
aquifers and significant groundwater 
recharge areas, source water protection 


Section 5.1.2 has been 
revised. 


 


No further comments. 
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and location of water supply wells. Should 
the study reveal shallow groundwater 
conditions, or water supply wells located 
within the vicinity of the transmission 
corridor, mitigation measures should be 
proposed to avoid potential negative 
effects. 


Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
comitment to address concern. 


documentation and relevant policies will 
be reviewed. The description will be 
conducted via desktop studies and 
supplemented with field work, where 
required, for characterization of 
groundwater quality, or measurements of 
water levels or drawdown of water wells.  


 


MECP - 140 The EA should include a spill prevention 
and response plan, a waste management 
plan, and a blast management should 
blasting be required. The use of 
ammonium nitrate explosive in the vicinity 
of water supply wells should be avoided.  


Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 


Commitments on blasting, spills, waste 
management and blast management are 
outlined in Section 6.5.  


Section 6.5 modified.  No further comments. 


MECP - 141 Section 7, page 61 


The EA should identify potential effects, 
assess them, and recommend mitigation 
measures to reduce or avoid potential 
negative effects. 


Project activities which may impact 
groundwater resources such as during 
construction, operation and maintenance 
should be assessed. Including but not 
limited to, impact to water supply wells, 
potential contaminant discharges, 
disturbing pre-existing shallow 
contaminated soils, leaching of 
herbicides, managing precipitation and 
runoff, effects from dewatering, blasting, 


Project activities which may impact 
groundwater resources such as during 
construction, operation and maintenance 
should be assessed. Including but not 
limited to, impact to water supply wells, 
potential contaminant discharges, 
disturbing pre-existing shallow 
contaminated soils, leaching of 
herbicides, managing precipitation and 
runoff, effects from dewatering, blasting, 
and artesian conditions. The issue of soil 
compaction and measures to mitigate 
effects on soil permeability, drainage and 
hydraulic balance will be addressed in 
the EA. 


Section 6.5 revised.  No further comments. 
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and artesian conditions. 


Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 
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Scott Parker, Surface Water Specialist, Northern Region 


MECP - 142 The environmental impacts to surface 
water quantity and quality from 
transmission line construction are 
generally limited to access road 
construction and RoW clearing. The 
potential long-term operational impacts 
are related primarily to increased erosion 
and sedimentation as well as short-term 
increases in water level or “flashy” stream 
flows due to access roads and the cleared 
RoW. There is also the potential that 
removal of tree cover in the RoW and 
changes in stream flows and water levels 
may increase concentrations of certain 
chemical constituents, stream 
temperature and suspended solids in 
receiving water. However, most, if not all, 
operational impacts to surface water 
quantity and quality may be mitigated by 
utilizing best management practices 
(BMPs) during the construction phase of 
the Project and by the inclusion of riparian 
vegetation buffer strips and erosion 
control measures along streams that 
intersect the RoW to attenuate runoff from 
the RoW, reduce sedimentation and 
erosion and provide shade cover thereby 
reducing stream temperature. 


Detailed mitigation measures for 
potential effects on surface water will be 
developed during the EA and are 
addressed in Section 7. 


No changes required. No further comment. 


MECP - 143 As the Lake Superior Link project moves 
forward, uncertainty can be reduced by 
making conservative assumptions, 
planning implementation of effective 
mitigation and monitoring measures and 
using available adaptive management 
measures to address potential unforeseen 
circumstances should they arise. 


Detailed mitigation measures for 
potential effects on surface water will be 
developed during the EA and are 
addressed in Section 7. 


No changes required No further comment. 







 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision MECP Response 


Mitigation measures need to be based on 
proven and recognized best management 
practices, standard protocols for stream 
crossings, land clearing and/or working 
near water with machinery that are well 
understood and have been applied to 
road (and transmission line) construction 
projects throughout northern Ontario. 


MECP - 144 The Project must be carried out in 
compliance with the best management 
practices for road construction and 
operation and will be constructed in 
accordance with the guidelines listed on 
page 63 of the Draft LSL ToR as well as 
Crown Land Bridge Management 
Guidelines (MNR 2008), Northern Land 
Use Guidelines – Access: Roads and 
Trails (INAC 2010) and Fish-Stream 
Crossing Guidebook (B.C. Ministry of 
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations, B.C. Ministry of Environment 
and Fisheries and Oceans Canada 2012). 
It is recommended that the Canadian 
Council of Ministers of the Environment 
(CCME) Canadian Water Quality 
Guideline for the Protection of Aquatic Life 
for suspended sediment and turbidity be 
followed where bankside, in- stream 
and/or dewatering work is required. 
Trigger/threshold values should be 
established and sampling should occur in 
potential sensitive receivers before, during 
and after such work is undertaken. It is 
also recommended that the following 
Ontario Provincial Standard Specifications 
be included to the requirements related to 
road, bridge and ancillary area 


All of the mentioned best management 
practices, guidelines, standards and 
guidebooks have been implemented into 
Section 6.5. 


Sediment and erosion control measures 
will be identified and addressed in the EA 
document. This includes identification of 
areas where soil or other factors could 
affect the effectiveness of those 
measures. Trigger/threshold values will 
be established for suspended sediment 
and turbidity be followed where bankside, 
in-stream and/or dewatering work is 
required. Sampling will occur in potential 
sensitive receivers before, during and 
after such work is undertaken. 


 


Section 6.5 has been 
modified. 


No further comment. 







 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision MECP Response 


construction: 


• Ontario Provincial Standard 
Specification (OPSS 805) – Construction 
Specifications for Temporary Erosion and 
Sediment Control Measures 


• Ontario Provincial Standard 
Specification (OPSS 182) – General 
specifications for Environmental 
Protection for Construction in 
Waterbodies and on Waterbody Banks 


• Ontario Provincial Standard 
Specification (OPSS 518) – Construction 
Specifications for Control of Water from 
Dewatering Operations 


 







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Hydro One Lake Superior Link - Notice of Submission and GRT List
Date: August 23, 2018 8:42:36 PM
Attachments: image001.gif

LSL - Notice of Submission of Proposed ToR_Draft 11july2018 - EAPB comments.docx
GRT Master Distribution List - June 2018.pdf

From: Testa, Antonia (MECP) [mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Thursday, August 23, 2018 3:09 PM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MECP)
Subject: Hydro One Lake Superior Link - Notice of Submission and GRT List
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hi Bruce,
 
Attached are my edits and comments on the draft Notice of Submission.  Also, I have reviewed your GRT
 list and offer the following recommendations:
 

·         Please contact the following agencies to see if they have an interest in the EA:
 

o    Town of Chapeau
o    Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services
o    local public and catholic school boards

 
If there is an interest in participating in the review of the ToR and/or EA, please include them in
 the GRT list.  I have attached the most recent copy of our GRT Master Distribution List for your
 reference.
 

·         The OPG should be listed as a member of the GRT (not as an interest group)
 
 
As discussed at our meeting this past Tuesday, I will be providing you with MECP responses to Hydro
 One comments on Monday August 27th.  However, I will not be able to provide you with the three
 memorandums (i.e. to Indigenous communities, government agencies, and public record locations) or
 the Acknowledgement of Receipt form until Tues or Weds of next week. 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.
 
Cheers,
Antonia
 
 
 
Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor, Toronto ON
  M4V 1P5
T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca
mailto:antonia.testa@ontario.ca




NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF PROPOSED TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.



Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has prepared a proposed As part of the planning process for the Lake Superior Link Project Environmental Assessment (EA), a Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project (“the Project”). Hydro One iswas submitting submitted the proposed ToR to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.  If approved, the ToR will serve as a framework for the preparation and review of the EA for the Project proposed undertaking. As part of the submission process, the public, landowners, other stakeholders and Indigenous communities are encouraged to review the proposed ToR and submit comments to the MECP.



Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) proposes to construct a new approximately 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. As shown on the map, the reference route is generally adjacent parallels to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor creating a bypass near Dorion and a section through Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified.  Preliminary Aalternative route sections have been identified around Pukaskwa National Park and, based on comments on the draft Terms of Reference, along the existing transmission corridor through the Township of Dorion. The targeted in-service date is the end of 2021. 	Comment by Antonia Testa (MOECC): Please provide the map on this Notice 



Project pPurpose 

The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.”



The pPlanning pProcess 

The preparation of a ToR is the first step in the EA process.  The ToR and outlinessets out the work plan Hydro One will follow to address the requirements under of the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, the ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA. Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the route alternatives routes, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce avoid or mitigate these effects. 

 

Review period for proposedof the Terms of Reference

Indigenous communities, government agencies, members of the public and other interested persons are encouraged to actively participate in the review of the ToR.    The proposed ToR will be available for a 30-day review and comment period from xxx September 7, 2018 until xxxOctober 7, 2018. The proposed ToR can be accessed on the project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink, and hard copies will be available for review at the following locations in communities throughout the study area and Ministry offices:	Comment by Antonia Testa (MOECC): Consider including full addresses and business hours.  Will copies be placed at Hydro One offices?

 Municipal Offices

Township of Dorion – 170 Dorion Loop Rd., Dorion

Township of Nipigon – 52 Front St., Nipigon

Town of Marathon – 4 Hemlo Dr., Marathon

Township of Red Rock – 42 Salls St., Red Rock

Township of Schreiber – 204 Alberta St., Schreiber

Municipality of Shuniah – 420 Leslie Ave., Thunder Bay

Township of Terrace Bay – 1 Selkirk Ave., Terrace Bay

City of Thunder Bay – 500 Donald St. E., Thunder Bay

Municipality of Wawa – 40 Broadway Ave., Wawa

Township of White River – 102 Durham St., White River



Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Offices

Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch – 135 St. Clair Avenue West., 1st Floor, Toronto

Thunder Bay District Office – 435 James St. S., Suite 331, Thunder Bay



Submission of cComments

Written comments about the proposed ToR must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. onreceived by xxxOctober 7, 2018.  All comments should be submitted to the MECP:


Antonia Testa

Special Project Officer

Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks – Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch

135 St. Clair Avenue West

Toronto, ON M4V 1P5

Tel: 416-325-5500

Fax: 416-314-8452

Email: Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca



Comments submitted to the MECP will be forwarded to Hydro One.



For further information about this project, please contact:

Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner

Hydro One Networks Inc.

Tel: 1-877-345-6799 

Fax: 416-345-6984

Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com

Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink

All personal information in a submission—such as name, address, telephone number and property location  —is collected, maintained, and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks’ Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.

Notice first published xxx, 2018
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Key Guidelines in Determining the Government Review Team for 
Projects and in Conducting Circulations 


 
The “Government Review Team Master Distribution List” is meant as a tool and an information 
source to ensure that matters pertaining to environmental assessment (EA) submissions are routed 
to the proper contacts within Federal, Provincial and Municipal agencies. The list also contains 
agency contacts for information purposes and links to agency websites where additional information 
may be obtained. 
 
For individual EA projects, prior to submission of a draft Terms of Reference (ToR) for a project, the 
Project Officer will provide a copy of the Government Review Team (GRT) list to the proponent (or 
its consultant). The proponent should review the list and indicate which agencies and sections/staff 
within these agencies it believes should be circulated the ToR and subsequent EA, and provide a 
brief written explanation for those which are not believed to be relevant for the project (i.e. X 
ministry only wishes to review projects within X distance from a certain type of facility and the 
project will be further than that away from the such facilities). The proponent should contact the 
agencies proposed to be included to confirm their inclusion. The proponent should provide the 
proposed list to the Project Officer for review and input. Obtaining Project Officer input of the GRT 
for the particular project will help avoid having to notify additional agencies late in the process. 
 
During the EA process, proponents’ request for comments from agencies which accompanies the 
EA documentation should outline that, if the agency has no concerns on the EA or has no interest 
in the project, a written letter, completed “no comment form” (if provided by proponent) or email 
stating this to the proponent would be preferable. This lets the Project Officer know that an agency 
is satisfied at a certain stage in the process and/or that no further circulation to the agency is 
necessary. Proponents should also follow-up with the agencies by telephone and email to ensure 
the proper person received the documentation and to reiterate the preference that a statement of 
no concerns or no interest is provided, if applicable. 
 
This list is periodically updated. The most up-to-date list may be obtained by contacting: 
 


Environmental Assessments and Permissions Branch 
Environmental Assessment Services – Duty Officer at: 
416-314-8001; or 1-800-461-6290 


 


Important Notes on the Contents of this List 
 


1. The default method by which agencies receive EA documents is by courier of a hard paper 
copy. Some agencies have indicated they are willing to accept (or prefer) electronic versions by 
email, CD, USB or downloading from websites (with notice of document availability at a website 
and a request for comments sent by mail or by email), but unless they indicate they are willing to 
accept this, hard copies are sent. 


2. For all agencies, if a project is going to be located or have effects within more than one of their 
review districts/regions, then all relevant districts/regions should receive the full documentation 
and the cover letter should notify them which other districts/regions of their ministry are also 
receiving the documentation. The same should be done if more than one office within a ministry 
will be circulated a document and the offices are not divided based on geographic areas. This 
should be confirmed with individual agencies to determine distribution requirements. 


3. This list was originally primarily used for individual EAs but is also now being used to indicate, in 
general, which agencies wish to review projects prepared under Class EAs or other streamlined 
EA process. For detailed information on which agencies are to be considered for circulation on 
projects under particular Class EAs or streamlined EAs, please consult the particular Class EA 
or streamlined EA guide and/or the proponent of the Class EA.  
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Name, Position, Agency and 
Address 


Document 
Form 


Phone, Fax and 
Email 


Types of EA Projects to be Circulated 


PROVINCIAL AGENCIES & MINISTRIES 


Conservation Ontario 


Ms. Leslie Rich, Policy and 
Planning Liaison 


Conservation Ontario 


120 Bayview Parkway 


Newmarket ON  L3Y 3W3 


www.conservationontario.ca 


Electronic T: 905-895-0716 
Ext. 226 


F: 905-895-0751 


lrich@conservationont
ario.ca 


Parent Class EAs or province-wide EA 
matters only. 


Conservation Authorities 


For individual EAs and Class 
EAs, send to the local 
Conservation Authority 
covering the affected area. If 
no Conservation Authority 
exists for that area, then no 
circulation necessary. 


1 hard copy See Municipal 
Directory at 
http://www.mah.gov.o
n.ca/page1591.aspx 


or 


http://conservationont
ario.ca/conservation-
authorities/find-a-
conservation-
authority/ 


All individual and Class EAs within area 
covered by the particular Conservation 
Authority. 


 


Please Note: Conservation Ontario and 
each individual Conservation Authority 
should be circulated any Class EA annual 
surveys which are committed to in the 
Parent Class EAs. 


GO Transit and Metrolinx 


Mr. Jason Ryan 


Director, Environmental 
Programs and Assessment 


Metrolinx 


10 Bay Street 


Toronto ON  M5J 2W3 


1 electronic 
copy 


T: 416-202-4895 


jason.ryan@metrolinx.
com 


Projects of interest include: i) crossings of 
a GO Transit/Metrolinx transportation 
corridor or station facility, ii) is within 
300m of a GO Transit/Metrolinx 
transportation corridor, station or 
maintenance facility, or iii) all transit 
projects. 


Hydro One Networks Inc. 


Hydro One Networks Inc. 1 electronic 
copy 


SecondaryLandUse@
HydroOne.com 


Projects that could potentially directly 
impact HONI facilities or plants (including 
transmission/distribution lines/stations). 


 


Proponents should clearly identify the 
proposal’s location and outline the type of 
impact anticipated relative to HONI 
facilities/plants. 


Niagara Escarpment Commission 


Ms. Nancy Mott, Senior 
Strategic Advisor 


Niagara Escarpment 
Commission 


2 hard 
copies or 1 if 
electronic 
available 


T: 905-877-8363 


F: 905-873-7452 


nancy.mott@ontario.c
a 


Projects with potential effects on the 
Niagara Escarpment Planning Area, 
including the municipalities of the Region 
of Niagara and City of Hamilton. 



http://www.conservationontario.ca/

mailto:lrich@conservationontario.ca

mailto:lrich@conservationontario.ca

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/page1591.aspx

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/page1591.aspx

http://conservationontario.ca/conservation-authorities/find-a-conservation-authority/

http://conservationontario.ca/conservation-authorities/find-a-conservation-authority/

http://conservationontario.ca/conservation-authorities/find-a-conservation-authority/

http://conservationontario.ca/conservation-authorities/find-a-conservation-authority/

http://conservationontario.ca/conservation-authorities/find-a-conservation-authority/

mailto:jason.ryan@metrolinx.com

mailto:jason.ryan@metrolinx.com

mailto:SecondaryLandUse@HydroOne.com

mailto:SecondaryLandUse@HydroOne.com

mailto:nancy.mott@ontario.ca

mailto:nancy.mott@ontario.ca
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Name, Position, Agency and 
Address 


Document 
Form 


Phone, Fax and 
Email 


Types of EA Projects to be Circulated 


232 Guelph Street 


Georgetown ON  L7G 4B1 


Ms. Kim Peters, Senior 
Strategic Advisor 


Niagara Escarpment 
Commission 


232 Guelph Street 


Georgetown ON  L7G 4B1 


1 electronic 
copy 


T: 905-877-6425 


kim.peters@ontario.ca 


Projects with potential effects on the 
Region of Halton and the Region of Peel 
as well as the Town of Mono (Dufferin 
County). 


Ms. Lisa Grbinicek, Senior 
Strategic Advisor 


Niagara Escarpment 
Commission 


232 Guelph Street 


Georgetown ON  L7G 4B1 


1 electronic 
copy 


T: 905-877-2512 


lisa.grbinicek@ontario
.ca 


Projects with potential effects on the rest 
of Dufferin County, Simcoe, Grey and 
Bruce Counties. 


Office of the Fire Marshal 


Local Fire Department(s) 


 


Please contact the affected 
local municipal office in order 
to obtain the name of the Fire 
Chief and the address of the 
affected fire department. See 
Municipal Directory at 
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/pag
e1591.aspx. 


1 hard copy  The Office of the Fire Marshal has 
requested that EAs be directed to the 
local Fire Department in the affected 
municipality (or municipalities). 


 


Where Fire Department access might be 
affected. 


Ontario Power Generation 


Ms. Tammy Wong, Senior 
Environment Specialist 


Corporate Programs 


Ontario Power Generation 


700 University Ave. 


Toronto ON  M5G 1X6 


Prefers email 
notifications 


T: 416-592-4548 


F: N/A 


tammy.wong@opg.co
m 


Projects within 2 km of an OPG 
generating site or that could potentially 
directly impact any Ontario Power 
Generation generating site or any 
waterpower projects being built on the 
same river system as OPG waterpower 
facilities. If unsure, contact OPG before 
sending documents. 


Ministry of Advanced Education and Skills Development 


EAs to be sent to individual 
affected Colleges and 
Universities. Only contact 
Ministry when issues cannot 
be resolved at the local level. 


 


1 hard copy See INFO-GO for 
contact information of 
various colleges and 
universities. 


 


T: 416-325-1843 


Individual and Class EAs for projects 
affecting colleges and universities should 
be submitted directly to the affected 
institution. They should be consulted 
about any project within approximately 
400m of the boundary of the institution 
and any of its campuses and for other 



mailto:kim.peters@ontario.ca

mailto:lisa.grbinicek@ontario.ca

mailto:lisa.grbinicek@ontario.ca

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/page1591.aspx

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/page1591.aspx

mailto:tammy.wong@opg.com

mailto:tammy.wong@opg.com
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Name, Position, Agency and 
Address 


Document 
Form 


Phone, Fax and 
Email 


Types of EA Projects to be Circulated 


Ms. Lindsey Harrold, 
Director(A) 


Postsecondary Finance and 
Information Management 
Branch 


Ministry of Advanced 
Education and Skills 
Development 


900 Bay Street, Mowat Block, 
7th Floor 


Toronto ON  M7A 1L2 


F: 416-325-1959 


Lindsey.harrold@onta
rio.ca 


projects which may impact an institution's 
property, buildings and facilities, faculty, 
staff, students and visitors (through air- 
and water- borne materials; noise, light, 
transmission and other vibration 
generated energies; pedestrian and 
public transportation route and volume 
changes, including impacts from 
commercial and industrial initiatives, 
demographic changes, etc.) 


Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 


Mr. David Cooper, Manager 


Land Use Policy & 
Stewardship 


Food Safety and 
Environmental Policy Branch 


Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Affairs 


1 Stone Road W, 3rd Floor 


Guelph ON  N1G 4Y2 


Cover letter 
only for 
province-
wide Parent 
Class EA 
documents 
and 
Individual 
EAs 


 


Do not 
circulate 
Class EA 
projects 
(see regional 
office 
contacts 
below) 


T: 519-826-3117 


F: 519-826-3109 


david.cooper@ontario
.ca 


All province-wide Parent Class EA 
documents and Individual EAs that are 
province-wide or include multiple regions 
that affect agricultural operations and 
prime agricultural areas (i.e. 
predominantly prime agricultural lands 
which include specialty crop areas and/or, 
Canada Land Inventory (CLI) Class 1, 2 
and 3 soils, and any associated CLI Class 
4 to 7 soils). 


 


Do not circulate Parent Class EA 
documents or Individual EAs that only 
include land in designated “settlement 
areas” (as defined by the Provincial Policy 
Statement). 


 


Do not circulate Class EA projects (see 
regional office contacts below). 


Ms. Michele Doncaster, Policy 
Advisor 


Land Use Policy & 
Stewardship 


Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Affairs 


1 Stone Road, 3rd Floor 


Guelph ON  N1G 4Y2 


E-copy or 
proponent’s 
website 
preferred for 
copies of 
province-
wide Parent 
Class EAs 
and 
Individual 
EAs and 
cover letters 


T: 519-826-4369 


F. 519-826-3109 


michele.doncaster@o
ntario.ca 


All province-wide Parent Class EAs and 
Individual EAs that are province-wide or 
include multiple regions that affect 
agricultural operations and prime 
agricultural areas (i.e. predominantly 
prime agricultural lands which include 
specialty crop areas and/or, Canada Land 
Inventory (CLI) Class 1, 2 and 3 soils, and 
any associated CLI Class 4 to 7 soils).  


 


Do not circulate Parent Class EAs or 
Individual EAs that only include land in 
designated “settlement areas” (as defined 



mailto:Lindsey.harrold@ontario.ca

mailto:Lindsey.harrold@ontario.ca

mailto:david.cooper@ontario.ca

mailto:david.cooper@ontario.ca

mailto:michele.doncaster@ontario.ca

mailto:michele.doncaster@ontario.ca
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Name, Position, Agency and 
Address 


Document 
Form 


Phone, Fax and 
Email 


Types of EA Projects to be Circulated 


by the Provincial Policy Statement). 


Rural Planners/Regional Offices: 


Circulate Individual EAs, Class EAs and waste EAs affecting agricultural operations, prime agricultural areas 
(i.e. predominantly prime agricultural lands which include specialty crop areas and/or Canada Land Inventory (CLI) 
Class 1, 2 and  3 soils, and any associated CLI Class 4 to 7 soils), and in the Greater Golden Horseshoe, the 
Agricultural System, (see definition and map at: http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/landuse/agsys-ggh.htm)  to the 
appropriate Rural Planner. Do not circulate any Individual EAs or Class EAs that only include land in designated 
“settlement areas” (as defined by the Provincial Policy Statement), and illustrated in the local municipal official plan 
land use schedule. 


See geographic coverage area for OMAFRA Rural Planners on the intranet site:  


http://ontarioca11.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=93d00701708946d5b011d2ab88319597 


 


Ms. Jocelyn Beatty, Rural 
Planner 


Central-East and 
Northwestern 


Land Use Policy & 
Stewardship 


Food Safety and 
Environmental Policy Branch 


Ministry of Agriculture, Food & 
Rural Affairs 


Elora Resource Centre 


6484 Wellington Rd 7 


Elora ON  N0B 1S0 


Prefers 
electronic 
version 


T: 519-846-3405 


jocelyn.beatty@ontari
o.ca 


Projects meeting above criteria in 
Northwest Region, which covers the 
Districts of Kenora, Rainy River and 
Thunder Bay and in Central Region the 
District of Muskoka, the Cities of 
Kawartha Lakes, Barrie, Orillia and 
Toronto, the Regions of Durham and 
York, the Counties of Haliburton, 
Hastings, Lennox & Addington, 
Northumberland, Peterborough, Prince 
Edward and Simcoe. 


Mr. Drew Crinklaw, Rural 
Planner 


Southwestern 


Land Use Policy & 
Stewardship 


Food Safety and 
Environmental Policy Branch 


Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Affairs 


667 Exeter Road 


London ON  N6E 1L3 


1 hard copy 
& 1 e-copy 


T: 519-873-4085 


drew.crinklaw@ontari
o.ca 


Projects meeting above criteria in the 
West Region, which includes all upper- 
and single-tier municipalities of Brant, City 
of Brantford, Oxford, Haldimand, Norfolk, 
Elgin, Middlesex, City of London, 
Lambton, Chatham-Kent and Essex, as 
well as the corresponding lower-tier 
municipalities contained within the above. 


Ms. Carol Neumann, Rural 
Planner 


Western 


Email Only 
Preferred 


T: 519-846-3393 


F: 519-846-8178 


carol.neumann@ontar


Projects meeting above criteria in West 
Central Region, which covers upper-tier 
municipalities of Grey, Bruce, Huron, 


Perth, Waterloo and Wellington and the 



http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/landuse/agsys-ggh.htm

http://ontarioca11.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=93d00701708946d5b011d2ab88319597

mailto:jocelyn.beatty@ontario.ca

mailto:jocelyn.beatty@ontario.ca

mailto:drew.crinklaw@ontario.ca

mailto:drew.crinklaw@ontario.ca

mailto:carol.neumann@ontario.ca
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Name, Position, Agency and 
Address 


Document 
Form 


Phone, Fax and 
Email 


Types of EA Projects to be Circulated 


Land Use Policy & 
Stewardship 


Food Safety and 
Environmental Policy Branch 


Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Affairs 


6484 Wellington Road 7, Unit 
10 


Elora ON  N0B 1S0 


io.ca lower tier municipalities of Amaranth, 
Mono, and East Garafraxa. 


Ms. Jackie Van de Valk, Rural 
Planner 


Central-West 


Land Use Policy & 
Stewardship 


Food Safety and 
Environmental Policy Branch 


Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Affairs 


6484 Wellington Road 7 – Unit 
10 


Elora ON  N0B 1S0 


1 hard copy 
& 1 e-copy 


T: 519-846-3415 


jackie.vandevalk@ont
ario.ca 


Projects meeting above criteria in Central-
West Region, which covers upper-tier 
municipalities of Peel, Halton, Hamilton, 
and Niagara and the lower-tier 
municipalities of Melancthon Township, 
Mulmur Township, Town of Grand Valley 
and Town of Shelburne. 


Mr. John O’Neill, Rural Planner 


Eastern and Northeastern 


Environmental Land Use 
Policy 


Food Safety and 
Environmental Policy Branch 


Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Affairs 


1st Fl.-59 Ministry Rd., Box 
2004, ORC Building 


Kemptville ON  K0G 1J0 


Prefers 
electronic 
version 


T: 613-258-8341 


F: 613-258-8392 


john.o’neill@ontario.c
a 


Projects meeting above criteria in Eastern 
Region, which covers the Counties of 
Frontenac, Renfrew, Lanark, Leeds and 
Greenville, Stormont, Dundas and 
Glengarry, Prescott and Russell, and the 
City of Ottawa. 


 


Projects meeting the above criteria in the 
Northeast including the Districts of 
Cochrane, Algoma, Sudbury, Greater 
Sudbury, Timiskaming, Nipissing, 
Manitoulin and Parry Sound. 



mailto:carol.neumann@ontario.ca

mailto:jackie.vandevalk@ontario.ca

mailto:jackie.vandevalk@ontario.ca
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Name, Position, Agency and 
Address 


Document 
Form 


Phone, Fax and 
Email 


Types of EA Projects to be Circulated 


Ministry of Education 


Mr. Paul Bloye, Director 


Capital Program Branch 


Capital and Business Support 
Division 


Ministry of Education 


19th Floor, Mowat Block, 900 
Bay Street 


Toronto ON  M7A 1L2 


Contact first T: 416-326-9920 


F: 416-325 4024 


paul.bloye@ontario.ca 


Any project that is directly related to 
schools or school boards. 


Local French and English 
Public and Catholic Boards of 
Education 


1 hard copy See Municipal 
Directory at 
http://www.mah.gov.o
n.ca/page1591.aspx 


Any project that will impact a school 
building, property or staff and students, 
e.g. noise, air quality, well water quality, 
pedestrian routes, school bus routes, 
general safety considerations, enrolment 
and school construction planning. 


Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services 


Mr. Robert Greene, Director 


Ministry of Community Safety 
and Correctional Services 


George Drew Building 


13th Floor, 25 Grosvenor 
Street  


Toronto ON  M7A 1Y6 


Downloading 
preferred 


T: 416-314-6683 


F: 416-327-1470 


robert.greene@ontari
o.ca 


Contact to see if they have an interest in 
the EA. 


Ontario Provincial Police 


Ms. Meaghan Klassen 


Administrator 


Research and Program 
Evaluation Unit 


For: 


Manager 


Research and Program 
Evaluation Unit Business 
Management Bureau 


Ontario Provincial Police 


777 Memorial Avenue, 1st 
Floor 


Orillia ON  L3V 7V3 


Downloading 
or electronic 
copy 
preferred 


T: 705-329-6256 


Meaghan.klassen@op
p.ca 


Individual and Class EAs in municipalities 
without own police service (OPP then 
patrols area), projects with potential to 
change demographics, traffic flow, or the 
need for police presence. 


 


EAs having a direct physical impact on 
OPP detachments, or impacting provincial 
highways (which OPP patrols). 


Ms. Joy Fishpool Downloading T: 705-329-6815 EAs having a direct physical impact on 
OPP detachments, or impacting provincial 



http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/page1591.aspx

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/page1591.aspx

mailto:robert.greene@ontario.ca

mailto:robert.greene@ontario.ca

mailto:Meaghan.klassen@opp.ca

mailto:Meaghan.klassen@opp.ca
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Name, Position, Agency and 
Address 


Document 
Form 


Phone, Fax and 
Email 


Types of EA Projects to be Circulated 


Manager 


OPP Facilities Section 


Ontario Provincial Police 


777 Memorial Avenue, 2nd 
Floor 


Orillia ON  L3V 6H3 


preferred F: 705-329-6808 


joy.fishpool@opp.ca 


highways (which OPP patrols). 


Ministry of Economic Development and Growth 


Mr. Michael Falconi, 
Manager(A) 


Cabinet Office Liaison Unit 


Policy Coordination Branch 


900 Bay St, 7th Flr, Hearst 
Block 


Toronto ON  M7A 2E1 


Electronic 
version 


T: 416-325-8546 


F: 416-325-6534 


michael.falconi@ontar
io.ca 


Any proposed regulations requiring that 
large-scale private sector undertakings be 
made subject to the Environmental 
Assessment Act. 


 


Projects with significant job creation 
potential or supply chain benefits to the 
regional or provincial economy. 


 


Individual EAs (including joint federal-
provincials EAs) involving large public 
infrastructure projects, particularly 
baseload electricity generation, 
transmissions lines, water and petroleum 
pipelines and transportation corridors. 


Mr. Michael Helfinger 


Senior Policy Advisor 


Cabinet Office Liaison Unit 


Policy Coordination Branch 


Ministry of Economic 
Development and Growth 


900 Bay St., 7th Fl., Hearst 
Block 


Toronto ON  M7A 2E1 


T: 416-325-6519 


F: 416-325-6534 


michael.helfinger@ont
ario.ca 


Ministry of Energy 


Mr. Andrea Pastori, Cabinet 
Liaison and Strategic Policy 
Branch Coordinator 


Strategic Policy and Analytics 
Branch 


Strategic, Network and Agency 
Policy Division 


Ministry of Energy 


6th Flr, 77 Grenville St 


Toronto ON  M7A 1B3 


Prefers 
electronic 
version 


T: 416-327-7276 


andrea.pastori@ontari
o.ca 


Individual and Class EAs with energy 
implications or energy-related (including 
renewable energy such as small hydro, 
wind, energy from waste landfill gas, deep 
lake water cooling). 


Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care 


Public Heath Units and 
Medical Officers of Health 


1 hard copy  Send entire EA for sewage and water-
works, and for waste facility projects 



mailto:joy.fishpool@opp.ca

mailto:michael.helfinger@ontario.ca

mailto:michael.helfinger@ontario.ca

mailto:andrea.pastori@ontario.ca

mailto:andrea.pastori@ontario.ca
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Name, Position, Agency and 
Address 


Document 
Form 


Phone, Fax and 
Email 


Types of EA Projects to be Circulated 


See: 
http://www.alphaweb.org/?pag
e=PHU 


which may have health implications to 
Public Health Unit/Medical Officer of 
Health for the geographic area. 


Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation 


Ministry of Indigenous 
Relations and Reconciliation 


9th Floor, 160 Bloor St E 


Toronto ON  M7A 2E6 


Contact 
MOECC to 
determine if 
MIRR should 
be notified 


Contact MOECC to 
determine if MIRR 
should be notified 


Projects that have the potential to impact 
Aboriginal or treaty rights and/or have a 
significant Indigenous component. 



http://www.alphaweb.org/?page=PHU

http://www.alphaweb.org/?page=PHU
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Name, Position, Agency and 
Address 


Document 
Form 


Phone, Fax and 
Email 


Types of EA Projects to be Circulated 


Ministry of Municipal Affairs 


Mr. Shawn Parry, Manager 


Planning Innovation Section 


Provincial Planning Policy 
Branch 


Ministry of Municipal Affairs 


777 Bay Street, 13th Floor 


Toronto ON  M5G 2E5 


1 hard copy T: 416-585-6285 


F: 416-585-6870 


shawn.parry@ontario.
ca 


Contact for policy matters, but should not 
be contacted for reviews of individual 
EAs. 


Ontario Growth Secretariat 


Ms. Hayley Berlin, Manager 


Growth Policy 


Ontario Growth Secretariat 


Ministry of Municipal Affairs  


777 Bay Street, 23rd Floor, 
Suite 2304 


Toronto ON  M5G 2E5 


Contact first T: 416-325-6282 


hayley.berlin@ontario.
ca 


Interested in EAs in the Greater Golden 
Horseshoe region. 


Regional Offices: 


Should be circulated individual and Class EA projects that have one or more of the following: 


• a municipal proponent; 
• relate to municipal servicing; and/or 
• have federal involvement. 


Mr. Ross Lashbrook, Manager 


Community Planning and 
Development (East) 


Central Municipal Services 
Office 


Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Ministry of Housing 


13th Floor, 777 Bay Street 


Toronto ON  M5G 2E5 


1 hard copy T: 416-585-6063 


F: 416-585-6882 


ross.lashbrook@ontari
o.ca 


Projects meeting above criteria in upper- 
and single-tier municipalities of Durham, 
Toronto, Muskoka, Simcoe, and York. 


Mr. Darryl Lyons, Manager 


Community Planning and 
Development (West) 


Central Municipal Services 
Office 


Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Ministry of Housing 


1 hard copy T: 416-585-6048 


F: 416-585-6882 


darryl.lyons@ontario.c
a 


Projects meeting above criteria in upper- 
and single-tier municipalities of Halton, 
Hamilton, Toronto, Niagara and Peel. 



mailto:hayley.berlin@ontario.ca

mailto:hayley.berlin@ontario.ca

mailto:ross.lashbrook@ontario.ca

mailto:ross.lashbrook@ontario.ca

mailto:darryl.lyons@ontario.ca

mailto:darryl.lyons@ontario.ca
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Name, Position, Agency and 
Address 


Document 
Form 


Phone, Fax and 
Email 


Types of EA Projects to be Circulated 


13th Floor, 777 Bay Street 


Toronto ON  M5G 2E5 


Mr. Michael Elms, Manager 


Community Planning and 
Development 


Eastern Municipal Services 
Office 


Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Ministry of Housing 


8 Estate Lane, Rockwood 
House 


Kingston ON  K7M 9A8 


1 hard copy T: 613-545-2132 


F: 613-548-6822 


michael.elms@ontario
.ca 


Projects meeting above criteria in upper- 
and single-tier municipalities of 
Northumberland and City of Kawartha 
Lakes eastward, including the Ottawa and 
Kingston areas to the Quebec border. 


Ms. Wendy Kaufman, Manager 


Community Planning and 
Development 


Northern Municipal Services 
Office – Sudbury 


Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Ministry of Housing 


159 Cedar Street, Suite 401 


Sudbury ON  P3E 6A5 


Prefer 
electronic 
version via 
email 


T: 705-564-6802 


F: 705-564-6863 


wendy.kaufman@onta
rio.ca 


Projects meeting above criteria in upper- 
and single-tier municipalities of Algoma, 
Cochrane, Manitoulin, Nipissing, Parry 
Sound, Sudbury, and Timiskaming 
including Sault Ste. Marie and North Bay 
areas. 


Ms. Victoria Kosny, Manager 


Community Planning and 
Development 


Northern Municipal Services 
Office – Thunder Bay 


Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Ministry of Housing 


435 James Street South, Suite 
223 


Thunder Bay ON  P7E 6S7 


1 hard copy T: 807-473-3025 


F: 807-475-1196 


victoria.kosny@ontari
o.ca 


Projects meeting above criteria in upper-
tier and single-tier municipalities and 
within planning board jurisdictions of 
Kenora, Rainy River and Thunder Bay. 


Mr. Scott Oliver, Manager 


Community Planning and 
Development 


Western Municipal Services 
Office 


Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Ministry of Housing 


1 hard copy T: 519-873-4033 


F: 519-873-4018 


scott.oliver@ontario.c
a 


Projects meeting above criteria in upper- 
and single-tier municipalities of 
Haldimand, Brant, Waterloo, Wellington, 
Norfolk, Bruce, Dufferin, Huron, Perth, 
Lambton, Essex, Chatham-Kent, Oxford, 
Elgin, Middlesex, and Grey including 
Kitchener, London and Windsor areas. 



mailto:michael.elms@ontario.ca

mailto:michael.elms@ontario.ca

mailto:wendy.kaufman@ontario.ca

mailto:wendy.kaufman@ontario.ca

mailto:victoria.kosny@ontario.ca

mailto:victoria.kosny@ontario.ca

mailto:scott.oliver@ontario.ca

mailto:scott.oliver@ontario.ca
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Name, Position, Agency and 
Address 


Document 
Form 


Phone, Fax and 
Email 


Types of EA Projects to be Circulated 


659 Exeter Road, 2nd Floor 


London ON  N6E 1L3 


Infrastructure Ontario 


Ms. Lisa Myslicki 


Environmental Specialist 


Realty Portfolio Planning, 
Environmental Services 


Infrastructure Ontario 


1 Dundas Street West, Suite 
2000 


Toronto ON  M5G 1Z3 


Electronic 
version only 


T: 416-557-3116 


F: 416-327-3937 


lisa.myslicki@infrastru
ctureontario.ca 


Class or Individuals EAs having direct 
physical impact on properties owned or 
leased by Infrastructure Ontario. Any 
Class EA notice. 


Mr. Alex Lye, Environmental 
Specialist 


Infrastructure Ontario 


1 Dundas St W, Suite 2000 


Toronto ON M5G 1Z3 


Electronic 
Version Only 


T: 416-326-0483 


F: 416-317-3703 


 


Alex.lye@infrastructur
eontario.ca 


Projects where lands required for the 
undertaking are managed by 
Infrastructure Ontario (which are lands 
held by the Ministry of Infrastructure in 
right of Her Majesty the Queen), or are 
adjacent to lands managed by 
Infrastructure Ontario. 


Ms. Ainsley Davidson, 
Director, Land Use Planning 


Infrastructure Ontario 


1 Dundas St. W., Suite 2000 


Toronto ON  M5G 1Z3 


Electronic 
version only 


T: 416-327-8018  


Ainsley.davidson@infr
astructureontario.ca 


Mr. Tate Kelly, Planner 


Infrastructure Ontario 


1 Dundas St. W., Suite 2000 


Toronto ON  M5G 1Z3 


Electronic 
version only 


T : 416-327-1925 


tate.kelly@infrastructu
reontario.ca and 


noticereview@infrastr
uctureontario.ca 



mailto:lisa.myslicki@infrastructureontario.ca

mailto:lisa.myslicki@infrastructureontario.ca

mailto:Alex.lye@infrastructureontario.ca

mailto:Alex.lye@infrastructureontario.ca

mailto:Ainsley.davidson@infrastructureontario.ca

mailto:Ainsley.davidson@infrastructureontario.ca

mailto:tate.kelly@infrastructureontario.ca

mailto:tate.kelly@infrastructureontario.ca

mailto:noticereview@infrastructureontario.ca

mailto:noticereview@infrastructureontario.ca
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Name, Position, Agency and 
Address 


Document 
Form 


Phone, Fax and 
Email 


Types of EA Projects to be Circulated 


Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 


Ms. Sally Renwick, Team 
Lead, Priorities and Planning 
Section, Strategic and 
Indigenous Policy Branch, 
Policy Division 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


300 Water Street 


3rd Floor, South Tower 


Peterborough ON  K9J 3C7 


2 hard 
copies 


T: 705-755-5195 


F: 705-755-1971 


sally.renwick@ontario.
ca 


For 'Parent' Class EAs, exemptions and 
activities of provincial wide application. 


Regional and District Offices: 


Circulate all individual and Class EAs to the relevant district office(s) with a letter requesting the documents be 
reviewed and send a copy of cover letter to Regional Office.  If project impacts more than one district, also send EA 
document to Regional office. 


 


For District boundaries, please visit the Crown Land Use Policy Atlas: 


http://www.gisapplication.lrc.gov.on.ca/CLUPA/Index.html?site=CLUPA&viewer=CLUPA&locale=en-US 


1. In the search bar to the top right, search for the Township that the project is within 
2. On the left side, the Township should come up. Click on it 
3. Click on the Map Layers tab 
4. Click on Select Map Layers 
5. Tick off MNRF District – the district should appear in the highlighted township on the map 


Southern Region 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


300 Water Street, Box 7000 


4th Floor, South Tower 


Peterborough, ON  K9J 8MS 


Attn: Ruth Lindenburger, 
Regional Planning Coordinator 


1 hard copy 
of cover 
letter of EA 


T: 705-755-3215 


F: 705-755-3289 


ruth.lindenburger@ont
ario.ca 


Copy of cover letter only for all individual 
or Class EAs entirely within one District. 


 


All individual or Class EAs which occur in 
two or more of the following Districts:  
Aurora, Aylmer, Bancroft, Guelph, 
Kemptville, Midhurst, Pembroke, Parry 
Sound, Peterborough, and Algonquin 
Park. 


Aurora District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


50 Bloomington Road 


Aurora ON  L4G 0L8 


Attn: Steven Strong, District 
Planner 


2 hard 
copies 


T: 905-713- 7366 


F: 905-713-7360 


steven.strong@ontari
o.ca 


All individual or Class EAs in District 
which covers upper-and single-tier 
municipalities of Halton, Toronto, York, 
Peel and Durham. 



mailto:sally.renwick@ontario.ca

mailto:sally.renwick@ontario.ca

http://www.gisapplication.lrc.gov.on.ca/CLUPA/Index.html?site=CLUPA&viewer=CLUPA&locale=en-US

mailto:ruth.lindenburger@ontario.ca

mailto:ruth.lindenburger@ontario.ca

mailto:steven.strong@ontario.ca

mailto:steven.strong@ontario.ca
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Name, Position, Agency and 
Address 


Document 
Form 


Phone, Fax and 
Email 


Types of EA Projects to be Circulated 


Aylmer District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


615 John St. N 


Aylmer ON  N5H 2S8 


Attn: Karina Cerniavskaja, 
District Planner 


Prefer 
electronic 
version and 
notifications 


T: 519-773-4757 


F: 519-773-9014 


MNRF.Ayl.Planners@
ontario.ca 


All individual or Class EAs in District 
which covers upper- and single-tier 
municipalities of London,  Norfolk, Oxford, 
Middlesex, Lambton, Chatham-Kent, 
Essex County, County of Elgin and 
Windsor areas. 


Bancroft District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


106 Monck St, PO Box 500 


Bancroft ON  K0L 1C0 


Attn: Jesse Van Allen, District 
Planner 


2 hard 
copies 


T: 613-332-3940 
Ext. 230 


F: 705-286-4355 


jesse.vanallen@ontari
o.ca 


All individual or Class EAs in District 
which covers upper- and single-tier 
municipalities of Haliburton and the 
northern-halves of Peterborough, 
Hastings, Lennox and Addington and 
Frontenac. 


Guelph District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


Ontario Government Building 


1 Stone Road West 


Guelph ON  N1G 4Y2 


Attn: David Marriott, District 
Planner 


Attn: Tara McKenna, District 
Planner 


2 hard 
copies 


David Marriott: 


T: 519-826-4926 


david.marriott@ontari
o.ca 


 


Tara McKenna: 


519-826-4912 


tara.mckenna@ontari
o.ca 


 


F: 519-826-4929 


David Marriott: All individual or Class EAs 
which covers upper- and single-tier 
municipalities of Huron, Perth, Waterloo 
Region, Brant County, or Brantford 


 


Tara McKenna: All individual or Class 
EAs which covers upper- and single-tier 
municipalities of Guelph, Wellington 
County, Hamilton, Niagara Region, or 
Haldimand County. 


Kemptville District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


Provincial Government 
Building 


10 Campus Dr, PO Box 2002 


Kemptville ON  K0G 1J0 


Attn: Mary Dillon, District 
Planner 


Prefer 
electronic 
version of 
reports and 
notifications 


T: 613-258 8470 


F: 613-258-3920 


mary.dillon@ontario.c
a 


All individual or Class EAs in District 
which covers upper- and single-tier 
municipalities of Leeds & Grenville, 
Lanark and Ottawa eastward, including 
Stormont, Dundas, Glengarry, Prescott 
and Russell. 


Midhurst District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


1 hard copy 
and 1 digital 
copy 


Kim Benner: 


T: 705-725-7534 


kim.benner@ontario.c


All individual or Class EAs in District 
which covers upper- and single-tier 
municipalities of Grey, Bruce, Simcoe and 
Dufferin (except East Luther – MNR 



mailto:MNRF.Ayl.Planners@ontario.ca

mailto:MNRF.Ayl.Planners@ontario.ca

mailto:jesse.vanallen@ontario.ca

mailto:jesse.vanallen@ontario.ca

mailto:david.marriott@ontario.ca

mailto:david.marriott@ontario.ca

mailto:tara.mckenna@ontario.ca

mailto:tara.mckenna@ontario.ca

mailto:mary.dillon@ontario.ca

mailto:mary.dillon@ontario.ca

mailto:kim.benner@ontario.ca
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Name, Position, Agency and 
Address 


Document 
Form 


Phone, Fax and 
Email 


Types of EA Projects to be Circulated 


2284 Nursery Road 


Midhurst ON  L9X 1N8 


Attn: Kim Benner, District 
Planner 


Attn: Ken Mott, District Planner 


a 


 


Ken Mott: 


705-725-7546 


ken.mott@ontario.ca 


Guelph). 


Parry Sound District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


7A Bay St 


Parry Sound ON  P2A 1S4 


Attn: Jaclyn Brown, District 
Planner 


1 hard copy T: 705-773-4231 


F: 705-645-8372 


jaclyn.brown@ontario.
ca 


All individual or Class EAs in District 
which covers upper- and single-tier 
municipalities of Parry Sound and 
Muskoka. 


 


Part coverage of the County of Haliburton 
(McClintock, Livingstone, Havelock and 
Sherborne Townships) 


Pembroke District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


31 Riverside Drive 


Pembroke ON  K8A 6X4 


Attn: Corrie Bourgoin, District 
Planner 


2 hard 
copies 


T: 613-732-5522 


F: 613-732-2972 


Corrie.Bourgoin@onta
rio.ca 


All individual or Class EAs in District 
which covers Renfrew County. 


Peterborough District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


South Tower, 1st Floor 


300 Water St 


Peterborough ON  K9J 8M5 


Attn: Catherine Warren, District 
Planner 


Prefer 
electronic 
version and 
notifications 


T: 705-755-3294 


F: 705-755-3125 


catherine.warren@ont
ario.ca 


All individual or Class EAs in District 
which covers upper-, lower- and single-
tier municipalities Prince Edward County, 
Kawartha Lakes, Northumberland and the 
southern halves of Peterborough, 
Hastings, Lennox and Addington and 
Frontenac. 


Peterborough District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


South Tower, 1st Floor 


300 Water St, PO Box 7000 


Peterborough ON  K9J 8M5 


Attn: Lara Griffon, District 
Planner (Peterborough Area) 


 


Prefer 
electronic 
version and 
notifications 


T: 705-755-3360 


F: 705-755-3125 


lara.griffon@ontario.c
a 


All terms of reference, individual or Class 
EAs in District which covers upper-, 
lower- and single-tier municipalities 
Prince Edward County, Kawartha Lakes, 
Quinte West, Belleville, Northumberland 
and the southern halves of Peterborough 
County, Hastings, Lennox and Addington, 
Frontenac, and City of Kingston. 


Northwest Regional 1 hard copy 
of cover 


T: 807-475-1364 Copy of covering letter only for all 



mailto:kim.benner@ontario.ca

mailto:ken.mott@ontario.ca

mailto:jaclyn.brown@ontario.ca

mailto:jaclyn.brown@ontario.ca

mailto:catherine.warren@ontario.ca

mailto:catherine.warren@ontario.ca
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Name, Position, Agency and 
Address 


Document 
Form 


Phone, Fax and 
Email 


Types of EA Projects to be Circulated 


Resources Section 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


Ontario Government Building 


Suite 221A, 435 James Street 
South 


Thunder Bay ON  P7E 6E3 


Attn: Danielle Tarrant, Land 
Use Planning Supervisor(A) 


letter or EA F: 807-473-3023 


danielle.tarrant@ontar
io.ca 


individual EAs entirely within one District. 


 


All individual or Class EAs for projects 
which occur in two or more of the 
following Districts:  Dryden, Fort Frances, 
Kenora, Nipigon, Red Lake, Sioux 
Lookout and Thunder Bay. 


Dryden District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


Box 730, 479 Government 
Road (Hwy. 17) 


Dryden ON  P8N 2Z4 


Attn: Dave Lyle, District 
Planner 


1 hard copy, 
1 electronic 
copy 


T: 807-223-7552 


F: 807-223-2824 


dave.lyle@ontario.ca 


All individual and Class EAs in District. 


 


For district boundaries in Northern 
Ontario consult: 


http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/ContactUs/1
ColumnSubPage/STEL02_179001.html. 
To compare to municipal boundaries use 
Crown Land Use Policy Atlas – 
http://crownlanduseatlas.mnr.gov.on.ca/. 


Fort Frances District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


922 Scott Street 


Fort Frances ON  P9A 1J4 


Attn: Matt Myers, Resource 
Operations Supervisor 


2 hard 
copies 


T: 807-274-8632 


F: 807-274-4438 


Matt.myers@ontario.c
a 


All individual and Class EA in District. 


Kenora District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


Box 5080, 808 Robertson 
Street 


Kenora ON  P9N 3X9 


Attn: Jessica Malone-Daniher, 
District Planner 


Prefer 
electronic 
version 


T: 807-468-2546 


F: 807-468-2736 


jessica.malone@ontar
io.ca 


All individual and Class EA in District. 


Nipigon District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


Ontario Government Building 


5 Wadsworth Dr, PO Box 970 


1 hard copy 


1 electronic 
copy 


T: 807-887-5113 


F: 807-887-2993 


kimberly.mcnaughton
@ontario.ca 


All individual and Class EA in District. 



mailto:dave.lyle@ontario.ca

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/ContactUs/1ColumnSubPage/STEL02_179001.html

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/ContactUs/1ColumnSubPage/STEL02_179001.html

http://crownlanduseatlas.mnr.gov.on.ca/

mailto:jessica.malone@ontario.ca

mailto:jessica.malone@ontario.ca

mailto:kimberly.mcnaughton@ontario.ca

mailto:kimberly.mcnaughton@ontario.ca
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Nipigon ON  P0T 2J0 


Attn: Kimberly McNaughton, 
District Planner 


Red Lake District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


227 Howey Street 


PO Box 5003 


Red Lake ON  P0V 2M0 


Attn: Charlie Mattina, District 
Planner 


1 hard copy T: 807-727-2447 


F: 807-727-2861 


charlie.mattina@ontari
o.ca 


All individual and Class EA in District. 


Sioux Lookout District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


Box 309, 49 Prince Street 


Sioux Lookout ON  P8T 1A6 


Attn: Jason Suprovich, District 
Planner 


2 hard 
copies 


T: 807-737-5037 


F: 807-737-1813 


jason.suprovich@onta
rio.ca 


All individual and Class EA in District. 


Thunder Bay District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


Ontario Government Building 


Suite B001, 435 James Street 
South 


Thunder Bay ON  P7E 6E3 


Attn: Heather Nelson, District 
Planner 


2 hard 
copies 


T: 807-475-1457 


F: 807-475-1527 


heather.nelson@ontar
io.ca 


All individual and Class EA in District. 


Northeast Region 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


5520 Hwy #101 East, Postal 
Bag 3020 


South Porcupine ON  P0N 1H0 


Attn: Justin Standeven, 
Regional Planning Coordinator 


1 copy of 
cover letter 
or EA 
document 


T: 705-235-1172 


F: 705-235-1246 


justin.standeven@ont
ario.ca 


Copy of covering letter only for all 
individual EAs entirely within one District. 


 


All individual or Class EAs for projects 
which occur in two or more of the 
following Districts: Chapleau, Cochrane, 
Hearst, Kirkland Lake, North Bay, Sault 
Ste. Marie, Sudbury, Timmins and Wawa. 


Chapleau District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 


2 hard 
copies 


T: 705-864-3139 


F: 705-864-0681 


All individual and Class EA in District. 


 



mailto:charlie.mattina@ontario.ca

mailto:charlie.mattina@ontario.ca

mailto:jason.suprovich@ontario.ca

mailto:jason.suprovich@ontario.ca

mailto:heather.nelson@ontario.ca

mailto:heather.nelson@ontario.ca

mailto:justin.standeven@ontario.ca

mailto:justin.standeven@ontario.ca
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and Forestry 


190 192 Cherry Street 


Chapleau ON  P0M 1K0 


Attn: Tim Mutter, District 
Planner 


tim.mutter@ontario.ca For district boundaries in Northern 
Ontario consult: 


http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/ContactUs/1
ColumnSubPage/STEL02_179001.html. 
To compare to municipal boundaries use 
Crown Land Use Policy Atlas – 
http://crownlanduseatlas.mnr.gov.on.ca/. 


Cochrane District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


2-4 Hwy 11S 


Cochrane ON  P0L 1C0 


Attn: Robin Stewart, District 
Planner 


2 hard 
copies 


T: 705-272-7111 


F: 705-272-7183 


robin.stewart@ontario
.ca 


All individual and Class EA in District. 


Hearst District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


Box 670, 631 Front Street 


Hearst ON  P0L 1N0 


Attn: Jack Van Gemeren, 
District Planner 


2 hard 
copies and 
one 
electronic 
copy 


T: 705-372-2223 


F: 705-372-2245 


jack.vangemeren@ont
ario.ca 


All individual and Class EA in District. 


Kirkland Lake District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


PO Box 910, 10 Government 
Road East 


Kirkland Lake ON  P2N 3K4 


Attn: Shaun Walker, 
Management Biologist(A) 


2 hard 
copies 


T: 705-568- 3231 


F: 705-568-3200 


shaun.walker@ontario
.ca 


All individual and Class EA in District. 


North Bay District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


3301 Trout Lake Road 


North Bay ON  P1A 4L7 


Attn: Julie Robinson, District 
Planner 


1 electronic 
copy 


T: 705-475-5546 


F: 705-475-5500 


julie.robinson@ontario
.ca 


All individual and Class EA in District, 
which is generally the District of Nipissing 
and North to the Town of New Liskeard. 


Sault Ste. Marie District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 


1 hard copy 
and one 
electronic 


T: 705-941-5127 


F: 705-949-6450 


All individual and Class EA in District 
which is roughly southern half of Algoma. 



mailto:tim.mutter@ontario.ca

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/ContactUs/1ColumnSubPage/STEL02_179001.html

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/ContactUs/1ColumnSubPage/STEL02_179001.html

http://crownlanduseatlas.mnr.gov.on.ca/

mailto:robin.stewart@ontario.ca

mailto:robin.stewart@ontario.ca

mailto:jack.vangemeren@ontario.ca

mailto:jack.vangemeren@ontario.ca

mailto:shaun.walker@ontario.ca

mailto:shaun.walker@ontario.ca

mailto:julie.robinson@ontario.ca

mailto:julie.robinson@ontario.ca
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and Forestry 


64 Church Street  


Sault Ste. Marie ON  P6A 6V5 


Attn: Marjorie Hall, District 
Planner 


copy marjorie.hall@ontario.
ca 


Sudbury District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


3767 Hwy 69 S, Suite 5 


Sudbury ON  P3G 1E7 


Attn: Julie McFarling, District 
Planner 


Prefer 
electronic 
version and 
notifications 


T: 705-564-7876 


F: 705-564-7879 


julie.mcfarling@ontari
o.ca 


All individual and Class EA in District 
which is roughly southern half of Sudbury 
District. 


Timmins District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


Ontario Government Complex 


5520 Hwy. 101 E, PO Bag 
3090 


South Porcupine ON  P0N 1H0 


Attn: Korey Walker, District 
Planner 


2 hard 
copies 


T: 705-235-1383 


F: 705-235-1377 


korey.walker@ontario.
ca 


All individual and Class EA in District. 


Wawa District 


Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry 


48 Mission Road, PO Box 
1160 


Wawa ON  P0S 1K0 


Attn: Tricia Young, District 
Planner 


2 hard 
copies 


T: 705-856- 4726 


F: 705-856- 7511 


tricia.young@ontario.c
a 


All individual and Class EA in District. 


Ministry of Northern Development and Mines 


Ms. Tracey Dawson-Kinnonen, 
Manager 


Strategic Support Unit 


Ministry of Northern 
Development and Mines 


Willet Green Miller Centre, 2nd 
Flr 


EA – prefers 
electronic 
version 


T: 705-670-5806 


F: 705-670-5803 


tracey.dawson-
kinnonen@ontario.ca 


All EAs. 


 


Consult MNDM at draft Terms of 
Reference stage (or earlier) to determine 
if project will impact lands containing: 
significant geological resources, mining 
claims, mineral development projects, 
and/or abandoned mine hazards. MNDM 



mailto:marjorie.hall@ontario.ca

mailto:marjorie.hall@ontario.ca

mailto:tricia.young@ontario.ca

mailto:tricia.young@ontario.ca

mailto:tracey.dawson-kinnonen@ontario.ca

mailto:tracey.dawson-kinnonen@ontario.ca
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933 Ramsey Lake Rd 


Sudbury ON  P3E 6B5 


also comments on potential economic 
and community development impacts 
from a northern stakeholder perspective. 


Ms. Stephanie Rocca, 
Regional Initiatives 
Coordinator 


Strategic Support Unit 


Ministry of Northern 
Development and Mines 


Willet Green Miller Centre, 2nd 
Flr 


933 Ramsey Lake Rd 


Sudbury ON  P3E 6B5 


EA – prefers 
electronic 
version 


T: 705-670-5734 


F: 705-670-5803 


stephanie.rocca@onta
rio.ca 


Ms. Jennifer Paetz, Initiatives 
Coordinator 


Strategic Support Unit 


Ministry of Northern 
Development and Mines 


Willet Green Miller Centre, 2nd 
Flr 


933 Ramsey Lake Rd 


Sudbury ON  P3E 6B5 


EA – prefers 
electronic 
version 


T: 705-670-5918 


F: 705-670-5803 


jennifer.paetz@ontari
o.ca 



mailto:stephanie.rocca@ontario.ca

mailto:stephanie.rocca@ontario.ca

mailto:%20jennifer.paetz@ontario.ca

mailto:%20jennifer.paetz@ontario.ca
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Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport: Culture Division 


The Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport: Culture Division, which has an interest in the conservation of cultural 
heritage resources, which includes archaeological resources, built heritage resources and cultural heritage 
landscapes.  


 


Undertakings that may affect property(ies) or project areas having recognized or potential cultural heritage value or 
interest, which may include: 


• built heritage resources 
• cultural heritage landscapes 
• archaeological resources 
• areas of archaeological potential 
• properties owned or controlled by the Province or public bodies prescribed under Ontario Regulation 157/10 


 


While some cultural heritage resources may already be identified and inventoried by official sources, the 
significance of others can only be determined after evaluation. The first step is to determine whether there are 
cultural heritage resources that could be impacted. The most accurate means for making this determination is by 
retaining qualified persons to research the potential presence of cultural heritage resources. 


 


Alternatively, someone who is not a qualified person can determine whether or not there may be the potential for an 
area to contain cultural heritage resources. 


 


The following documents have been developed by MTCS to assist the non-specialists: 


 Criteria for Evaluating Archaeological Potential: 
http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0478E~3/$File/0478E.pdf 


 Criteria for Evaluating Marine Archaeological Potential: 
http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0503E~1/$File/0503E.pdf  


 Criteria for Evaluating Potential for Built Heritage and Cultural Heritage Landscapes: 
http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0500E~1/$File/0500E.pdf 


 


Ms. Karla Barboza, Team 
Lead(A), Heritage 


Heritage Program Unit  


Programs and Services Branch 


Ministry of Tourism, Culture 
and Sport 


401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 


Toronto ON  M7A 0A7 


1 electronic/ 
email copy 
each 
(preferred) 


T: 416-314 7120 


karla.barboza@ontari
o.ca 


Receives the initial circulations for all 
individual and site specific Class EAs for 
all regions of the province. The Team 
Lead will assign to a Heritage Planner for 
review. 


 


EA matters of province-wide significance 
(including Parent Class EAs and 
Environmental Assessment policies and 
guidelines). 


Heritage Planners: Site-specific individual and Class EA projects – Heritage Planners review site specific EAs 
impacts on cultural heritage resources. They act as one-window for Culture Division and gather information on 
culture heritage resources from other staff, including Regional Offices. 



http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0478E~3/$File/0478E.pdf

http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0503E~1/$File/0503E.pdf

http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0500E~1/$File/0500E.pdf

mailto:karla.barboza@ontario.ca

mailto:karla.barboza@ontario.ca
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Vacant, Heritage Planner 


Heritage Program Unit 


Programs and Services Branch 


Ministry of Tourism, Culture 
and Sport 


401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 


Toronto ON  M7A 0A7 


1 electronic/ 
email copy 
each 
(preferred) 


T: Vacant Contact Karla Barboza as initial step prior 
to circulating documents. 


 


All individual and site specific Class EAs 
for South-western Ontario which covers 
upper- and single-tier municipalities from 
Grey, Wellington, Waterloo, Brant and 
Norfolk, westward, plus Northern Ontario 
which covers everything north from 
Sudbury and Timiskaming, including 
Manitoulin. 


Ms. Laura Hatcher, Heritage 
Planner 


Heritage Program Unit 


Programs and Services Branch 


Ministry of Tourism, Culture 
and Sport 


401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 


Toronto ON  M7A 0A7 


1 electronic/ 
email copy 
each 
(preferred) 


T. 416.314-3108 


laura.e.hatcher@ontar
io.ca 


Contact Karla Barboza as initial step prior 
to circulating documents. 


 


All individual and site specific Class EAs 
in Central Ontario, which covers upper- 
and single-tier municipalities of: Hamilton, 
Halton, Niagara, Peel, Dufferin; Durham, 
York, Toronto, Simcoe, Muskoka, 
Kawartha Lakes, Haliburton, 
Peterborough and Northumberland. 


Mr. Dan Minkin, Heritage 
Planner  


Heritage Program Unit 


Programs and Services Branch 


Ministry of Tourism, Culture 
and Sport 


401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 


Toronto ON  M7A 0A7 


1 electronic/ 
email copy 
each 
(preferred) 


T: 416-314-7147 


dan.minkin@ontario.c
a 


Contact Karla Barboza as initial step prior 
to circulating documents. 


 


All individual and site specific Class EAs 
in Central Ontario, which covers upper- 
and single-tier municipalities of: Hamilton, 
Halton, Niagara, Peel, Dufferin; Durham, 
York, Toronto, Simcoe, Muskoka, 
Kawartha Lakes, Haliburton, 
Peterborough and Northumberland. 


Ms. Brooke Herczeg, Heritage 
Planner(A) 


Heritage Program Unit 


Programs and Services Branch  


Ministry of Tourism, Culture 
and Sport 


401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 


Toronto ON  M7A 0A7 


1 electronic/ 
email copy 
each 
(preferred) 


T. 416-314-7133 


brooke.herczeg@onta
rio.ca 


Contact Karla Barboza as initial step prior 
to circulating documents. 


Mr. Jeff Elkow, Heritage 
Planner(A) 


Heritage Program Unit 


1 electronic/ 
email copy 
each 
(preferred) 


T. 416-314-7159 


jeff.elkow@ontario.ca 


Contact Karla Barboza as initial step prior 
to circulating documents. 


 



mailto:laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca

mailto:laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca

mailto:dan.minkin@ontario.ca

mailto:dan.minkin@ontario.ca
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Programs and Services Branch 


Ministry of Tourism, Culture 
and Sport 


401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 


Toronto ON  M7A 0A7 


All individual and site specific Class EAs 
in Eastern Ontario which covers upper- 
and single-tier municipalities from 
Hastings, east to the Quebec boarder, as 
well as Renfrew, Parry Sound and 
Nipissing 


Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport: Regional Offices 
Site-specific individual and class EA projects – Assessment of sport/recreation and tourism impacts (except do not 
do tourism in Northern Ontario). They also provide separate comments to Ministry of Tourism and Culture and Sport 
Heritage Planners on cultural facility impacts which those planners then incorporate into their comments. 


Mr. Patrick Morash, Manager 


North Region 


Ministries of Citizenship and 
Immigration, Tourism, Culture, 
and Sport 


435 James Street South, Suite. 
334 


Thunder Bay ON  P7E 6S7 


1 hard copy T: 807-475-1635 


F: 807-475-1297 


patrick.morash@ontar
io.ca 


All individual and Class EAs in North 
Region which covers upper-tier 
municipalities of Parry Sound, Nipissing 
and Manitoulin and northward and 
westward, such as Kenora, North Bay, 
Sault Ste. Marie, Sioux Lookout, Sudbury, 
Thunder Bay and Timmins areas. 


Mr. Chris Stack, Manager 


West Region 


Ministries of Citizenship and 
Immigration, Tourism, Culture, 
and Sport 


4275 King Street, 2nd Floor 


Kitchener ON  N2P 2E9 


Electronic 
only 


T: 519-650-3421 


F: 519-650-3425 


chris.stack@ontario.c
a 


All individual and Class EAs in West 
Region which covers upper- and single-
tier municipalities of Niagara, Hamilton, 
Wellington, Dufferin and Grey westward, 
including Kitchener, London, and Windsor 
areas. 


Ms. Laura-Lee Dam, Manager 


Central Region 


Ministries of Citizenship and 
Immigration, Tourism, Culture, 
and Sport  


4275 King St, 2
nd


 Flr 


Kitchener ON  N2P 2E9 


1 hard copy T: 519-650-4748 


F: 416-314-2024 


laura-
lee.dam@ontario.ca 


All individual and Class EAs in Central 
Region which covers upper- and single-
tier municipalities of Durham, Toronto, 
York, Peel, Halton, Simcoe, and 
Muskoka. 


Ms. Valerie Andrews, Manager 


East Region 


Ministries of Citizenship and 
Immigration 


Tourism, Culture, and Sport  


347 Preston Street, 4th Floor 


1 hard copy T: 613-742-3366 


F: 613-742-5300 


valerie.andrews@onta
rio.ca 


All individual and Class EAs in East 
Region which covers upper- and single-
tier municipalities of Northumberland, 
Kawartha Lakes, and Haliburton eastward 
including Ottawa, Kingston and 
Peterborough areas. 



mailto:patrick.morash@ontario.ca

mailto:patrick.morash@ontario.ca

mailto:chris.stack@ontario.ca

mailto:chris.stack@ontario.ca
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Ottawa ON  K1S 3J4 


Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport: Tourism Policy and Development Division 


Mr. James (Jim) Antler, Policy 
Advisor 


Northern Policy and Planning 
Unit 


Tourism Policy and Research 
Branch 


Ministry of Tourism, Culture 
and Sport 


447 McKeown Avenue, Suite 
203 


North Bay ON  P1B 9S9 


Prefers 
Electronic 


T. 705-494-4159 


F. 705-494-4086 


james.antler@ontario.
ca 


All Parent Class EAs, Class EAs and 
individual EAs of province-wide or high-
level of significance (e.g. inter-provincial 
bridges), EA policies and guidelines, and 
site-specific EAs pertaining specifically to 
Northern Ontario. 


Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport: Sport, Recreation and Community Programs Division 


Sport, Recreation and 
Community Programs Division 
Policy Branch: 


Ms. Susan Golets, Director(A) 


777 Bay Street, 18th Floor 
Toronto ON  M7A 1S5 


Policy Unit: 


Ms. Darja Keith, Manager 


Ms. Carol Oitment, Policy 
Advisor 


2 copies Susan: 416-314-7696 


susan.golets@ontario.
ca 


 


Darja: 416-212-9311 


darja.keith@ontario.ca 


 


Carol: 416-314-7205 
carol.oitment@ontario
.ca 


 


F: 416-314-7458 


All Parent Class EAs, Class EAs and 
individual EAs that relate to trails, 
parkland, and open space that support 
sport and recreation in Ontario. 



mailto:james.antler@ontario.ca

mailto:james.antler@ontario.ca
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Ministry of Transportation 


Ms. Dawn Irish 


Manager, Environmental Policy 
Office 


Transportation Planning 
Branch 


Ministry of Transportation 


Garden City Tower 2nd Flr, 
301 St. Paul St. 


St. Catharines ON  L2R 7R4 


Prefer 
electronic 
copies 


T: 905-704-3179 


F: 905-704- 2007 


dawn.irish@ontario.ca 


 


Include a copy for 
john.slobodzian@onta
rio.ca 


Parent Class EAs & Individual EAs for 
Network Plans of provincial interest. 


Regional Offices: 


The relevant offices should be circulated all individual and Class EAs that are transportation projects or are located 
within 400 metres of a provincial highway plus those that are located outside built-up areas that involve any of the 
following: 


a) potential for creation of more than a minimal change in traffic volumes/patterns; 
b) requirement for direct access to a provincial transportation facility; or 
c) requirement for access roads to areas where there were previously no roads. 


Mr. Michael Nadeau, Manager, 
Engineering Office 


West Region 


Ministry of Transportation 


659 Exeter Road, 4th Floor 


London ON  N6E 1L3 


2 hard 
copies 


T: 519-873-4373 


F: 519-873-4388 


michael.nadeau@onta
rio.ca 


Projects meeting above criteria in upper- 
or single-tier municipalities of Waterloo, 
Haldimand, Norfolk, Brant, Oxford, Perth, 
Wellington, Dufferin, Bruce, Huron, Grey, 
Elgin, Middlesex, Lambton, Chatham-
Kent and Essex. 


Mr. Jason White, Manager, 
Engineering Office 


Central Region 


Ministry of Transportation 


159 Sir William Hearst Ave., 
5th Floor, Building D 


Toronto ON  M3M 0B7 


2 hard 
copies 


T: 416-235-5575 


F: 416-235-3436 


jason.white@ontario.c
a 


Projects meeting above criteria in upper- 
or single-tier municipalities of Hamilton, 
Niagara, Halton, Peel, Toronto, York, 
Simcoe and Durham. 


Mr. Peter Makula, Manager, 
Engineering Office 


Eastern Region 


Ministry of Transportation 


Postal Bag 4000, 1355 John 
Counter Blvd 


Kingston ON  K7L 5A3 


2 hard 
copies (if 
electronic 
available, 1 
hard copy 
and 1 
electronic 
version) 


T: 613-545-4754 


F: 613-540-5103 


peter.makula@ontario
.ca 


Projects meeting above criteria in upper- 
or single-tier municipalities of 
Northumberland, Kawartha Lakes and 
Haliburton eastward including 
Peterborough, Kingston and Ottawa 
areas. 



mailto:dawn.irish@ontario.ca

mailto:john.slobodzian@ontario.ca
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Mr. John Fraser, Manager, 
Engineering Office 


Northeastern Region 


Ministry of Transportation 


Ontario Government Complex 


447 McKeown Ave. 


North Bay ON  P1B 9S9 


2 hard 
copies 


T: 705-497-5462 


F: 705-497-5208 


john.fraser3@ontario.
ca 


Projects meeting above criteria in upper-
tier municipalities of Muskoka, Parry 
Sound, Nipissing, Timiskaming, 
Cochrane, and Algoma including 
Sudbury, Sault Ste. Marie, North Bay and 
Timmins areas 


Ms. Cindy Brown, Head, 
Corridor Management Section, 
Engineering Office 


Northwestern Region 


Ministry of Transportation 


615 James St S, 2nd Flr 


Thunder Bay ON  P7E 6P6 


2 hard 
copies 


T: 807-473-2127 


F: 807-473-2168 


Cindy.Brown2@ontari
o.ca 


Projects meeting above criteria in upper-
tier municipalities of Thunder Bay, Kenora 
and Rainy River. 



mailto:john.fraser3@ontario.ca
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FEDERAL AGENCIES 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 


Ms. Anjala Puvananathan 


Director, Ontario Regional 
Office 


Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Agency 


55 York Street, Suite 600 


Toronto ON  M5J 1R7 


Electronic 
(USB) 
version 
preferred 


Switchboard 


T: 416-952-1575 


F: 416-952-1573 


anjala.puvananathan
@ceaa-acee.gc.ca 


 


http://www.ceaa-
acee.gc.ca 


Contact must be initiated during 
proponent’s pre-submission consultation 
with provincial and federal bodies. 
Canadian Environmental Assessment 
Agency (the Agency) manages the 
federal EA process for projects that may 
require an EA and do not fall under the 
mandate of the Canadian Nuclear Safety 
Commission or the National Energy 
Board. 


 


Canadian Environmental Assessment 
Act, 2012 (CEAA 2012) applies to 
projects listed in the Regulations 
Designating Physical Activities. Under 
CEAA 2012, the proponent must provide 
the Agency with a description of their 
proposed project if it is captured under 
the above-noted regulations. 


 


Generally, these are projects that meet 
specific thresholds identified in the 
Regulations and can include fossil fuel-
fired generating stations, hydroelectric 
generating facilities, dams, dykes, 
reservoirs, or other structures for the 
diversion of waters; oil or gas facilities or 
oil or gas pipelines; mines or mills; 
quarries; industrial facilities; canals or 
locks; marine terminals; railway lines or 
public highways; aerodromes or runways; 
waste management facilities etc. 


 


For more information about CEAA 2012, 
please access the following links 
http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=
En&n=16254939-1 and 
http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=
En&n=9EC7CAD2-1. 


 


If it appears that CEAA 2012 applies to 
the proposed project, the proponent 
should contact the Agency switchboard at 
416-952-1576. 



mailto:anjala.puvananathan@ceaa-acee.gc.ca

mailto:anjala.puvananathan@ceaa-acee.gc.ca
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Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission 


Dr. Caroline Ducros, Director 


Environmental Assessment 
Division 


Canadian Nuclear Safety 
Commission 


280 Slater Street 


PO Box 1046, Station B 


Ottawa ON  K19 5S9 


None T: 613-992-7231 


F: 613-995-5086 


caroline.ducros@cana
da.ca 


All EAs related to nuclear facilities and/or 
operations. 


CN Rail 


Mr. Stefan Linder 


Sr. Manager Regulatory Affairs 


CN Rail 


1 Administration Road 


Concord ON L4K 1B9 


1 hard copy T: 905-669-3133 


stefan.linder@cn.ca 


Projects affecting railway lines. 


Technical advice and information only 


Mr. Michael Vallins 


Manager Public Works 


CN Rail 


1 Administration Road 


Concord ON L4K 1B9 


1 hard copy T: 905-669-3264 


michael.vallins@cn.ca 


Projects affecting railway lines. 


Technical advice and information only 


Environment and Climate Change Canada 


Mr. Rob Dobos, Manager 


Environmental Assessment 
Section 


Environmental Protection 
Branch – Ontario Region 


Environment and Climate 
Change Canada 


867 Lakeshore Rd. 


Burlington ON  L7S 1A1 


Electronic 
(CD) version 
preferred 


T: 905-336-4953 


rob.dobos@canada.c
a 


All individual EAs and Parent Class EAs 
(particularly those affecting an area of 
federal interest or responsibility), and only 
Class EAs or other streamlined EAs that 
also could fall under CEAA 2012. 


Fisheries and Oceans Canada 


Information about projects near 
water, and a self-assessment 
process for determining if DFO 
review is required, is found at: 


http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-
ppe/index-eng.html 


Consult DFO 
(if DFO 
review 
required) 


 Any EAs which may cause serious harm 
to fish. The Fisheries Act requires that 
projects avoid causing serious harm to 
fish unless authorized by the Minister of 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada. Serious 
harm to fish is defined in the Fisheries Act 
as “the death of fish or any permanent 



mailto:caroline.ducros@canada.ca

mailto:caroline.ducros@canada.ca

mailto:stefan.linder@cn.ca

mailto:michael.vallins@cn.ca

mailto:rob.dobos@canada.ca
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http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/index-eng.html
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Contact information for DFO by 
province: http://www.dfo-
mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/contact-
eng.html 


alteration to, or destruction of, fish 
habitat.” This applies to work being 
conducted in or near waterbodies that 
support fish that are part of or that 
support a commercial, recreational or 
Indigenous fishery. An authorization from 
DFO under the Fisheries Act may be 
required. 


 


The need for EA circulation to DFO 
should be determined following the steps 
in the link provided at left. 


Health Canada 


Ms. Aurelia Thevenot, 
Regional Environmental 
Assessment Specialist 


Regulatory Operations & 
Regions Branch 


Health Canada 180 Queen St. 
W 


Toronto ON  M5V 3L7 


1 electronic 
copy via 
email 


T: 416-954-0027 


F: 416-952-4444 


aurelia.thevenot@can
ada.ca 


No contact necessary; CEA Agency will 
decide if this department needs to be 
notified of project (for federal EA for 
project under CEAA). 


 


Exception is if it is determined specific 
expert advice is required on matters not 
covered by provincial agencies, including 
electric and magnetic fields, and radiation 
effects.  They also have expertise on 
health risk assessment/management; 
federal air, water and soil quality 
guidelines/standards used in human 
health risk assessment; multi-media 
toxicology; air quality health effects; 
drinking and recreational water quality; 
and noise impacts.  Letter requesting 
expert advice should specify scope of 
project and assessment, the expertise 
requested, and sections of the EA to be 
reviewed. 


Ms. Kitty Ma, Ontario Regional 
Manager(A) 


Regulatory Operations & 
Regions Branch 


Health Canada 


180 Queen St. W 


Toronto ON  M5V 3L7 


1 electronic 
copy via 
email 


T: 416-954-2206 


F: 416-952-4444 


kitty.ma@hc-sc.gc.ca 


Ms. Julie Boudreau, Regional 
Environmental Assessment 
Specialist 


Regulatory Operations & 
Regions Branch 


Health Canada 


180 Queen St. W 


Toronto ON  M5V 3L7 


1 electronic 
copy via 
email 


T: 416-973-1273 


F: 416-952-4444 


julie.boudreau3@cana
da.ca 


Mr. Dae Y. Lee, Regional 
Environmental Assessment 
Specialist 


Regulatory Operations & 
Regions Branch 


1 electronic 
copy via 
email 


T: 416-954-7381 


F: 416-952-4444 


daeyoung.lee@canad
a.ca 



http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/contact-eng.html

http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/contact-eng.html
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mailto:aurelia.thevenot@canada.ca

mailto:aurelia.thevenot@canada.ca

mailto:kitty.ma@hc-sc.gc.ca
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Health Canada 


180 Queen St. W 


Toronto ON  M5V 3L7 


Indigenous Services Canada and Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada 


Aboriginal and Treaty Rights 
Information System (ATRIS) 


 http://sidait-
atris.aadnc-
aandc.gc.ca/atris_onli
ne/ 


ATRIS is a web-based mapping interface 
that provides information on the location 
and nature of established and potential 
Aboriginal and treaty rights. This website 
can be used to assist proponents in 
identifying potentially affected Indigenous 
communities for specific projects. 


Indigenous Services Canada 
(ISC) 


 https://www.canada.ca


/en/indigenous-


services-canada.html 


Works with partners to improve access to 
high quality services for First Nations, 
Inuit and Métis peoples of Canada and 
improve socio-economic conditions in 
Indigenous communities. 


Crown-Indigenous Relations 
and Northern Affairs Canada 
(CIRNAC) 


 https://www.canada.ca
/en/crown-indigenous-
relations-northern-
affairs.html 


Responsible for managing relations 
between the Government of Canada and 
First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples of 
Canada, based on a government-to-
government relationship model. 


Transport Canada 


Transport Canada does not 
require receipt of all individual 
or Class EA related 
notifications. Proponents are 
requested to self-assess if their 
project will interact with a 
federal property and require 
approval and/or authorization 
under any Acts administered 
by Transport Canada (see list 
to the right of the most 
common Acts that Transport 
Canada administers that have 
been applied to EA projects). 


 


If the proponent has 
determined that Transport 
Canada will not provide an 
approval/or authorization 
related to their project, 
Transport Canada is to be 
removed from the project 
distribution list. 


Electronic 
copy 


EnviroOnt@tc.gc.ca Contact to see if they have an interest in 
the EA. 


 


Under the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act, 2012, Transport Canada 
is required to determine the likelihood of 
significant adverse environmental effects 
of projects that will occur on federal 
property prior to exercising a power, 
performing a function or duty in relation to 
that project. 


 


The proponent should revise the Directory 
of Federal Real Property, available at 
http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/dfrp-rbif/, to verify 
if the project will potentially interact with 
any federal property and/or waterway. 
The project proponent should also review 
the list of Acts that Transport Canada 
administers and assists in administering 
that may apply to the project, available at: 
https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/acts-
regulations/acts.htm). 



http://sidait-atris.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/atris_online/

http://sidait-atris.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/atris_online/
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https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-services-canada.html
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Summary of most common Acts 
administered by TC that have applied to 
projects in an EA context:  


• Navigation Protection Act (NPA) – 
applies primarily to works constructed 
or placed in, on, over, under, through, 
or across scheduled navigable waters 
set out under the Act. The Navigation 
Protection Program administers the 
NPA through the review and 
authorization of works affecting 
scheduled navigable waters. 
Information about the Program, NPA 
and approval process is available at: 
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/programs-
621.html. Enquiries can be directed to 
NPPONT-PPNONT@tc.gc.ca or by 
calling 519-383-1863. 


• Railway Safety Act (RSA) – provides 
the regulatory framework for railway 
safety, security, and some of the 
environmental impacts of railway 
operations in Canada. The Rail Safety 
Program develops and enforces 
regulations, rules, standards and 
procedures governing safe railway 
operations. Additional information 
about the Program is available at: 
https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/railsafety/men
u.htm. Enquiries can be directed to 
RailSafety@tc.gc.ca or by calling 
613-998-2985. 


• Transportation of Dangerous Goods 
Act (TDGA) – the transportation of 
dangerous goods by air, marine, rail 
and road is regulated under the TDGA. 
Transport Canada, based on risks, 
develops safety standards and 
regulations, provides oversight and 
gives expert advice on dangerous 
goods to promote public safety. 
Additional information about the 
transportation of dangerous goods is 
available at: 
https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/tdg/safety-
menu.htm. Enquiries can be directed to 
TDG-TMDOntario@tc.gc.ca or by 
calling 416-973-1868. 
• Aeronautics Act – Transport 


Canada has sole jurisdiction over 



http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/programs-621.html

http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/programs-621.html
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aeronautics, which includes 
aerodromes and all related buildings 
or services used for aviation 
purposes. Aviation safety in Canada 
is regulated under this Act and the 
Canadian Aviation Regulations 
(CARs). Elevated Structures, such 
as wind turbines and communication 
towers, would be examples of 
projects that must be assessed for 
lighting and marking requirements in 
accordance with the CARs. 
Transport Canada also has an 
interest in projects that have the 
potential to cause interference 
between wildlife and aviation 
activities. One example would be 
waste facilities, which may attract 
birds into commercial and 
recreational flight paths. The Land 
Use In The Vicinity of Aerodromes 
publication recommends guidelines 
for and uses in the vicinity of 
aerodromes, available at: 
https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/civilaviation
/publications/tp1247-menu-
1418.htm. Enquires can be directed 
to tc.aviationservicesont-
servicesaviationont.tc@tc.gc.ca or 
by calling 1-800-305-2059 / 416-
952-0230. 


Ottawa International Airport 


Mr. Yvon Larochelle, Director 
of Environmental Services 


Ottawa International Airport 


Suite 2500 


110 Airport Parkway Private 


Ottawa ON  K1V 9B4 


Prefers 
electronic 
copy 


T: 613-248-2000 
Ext.1157 


F: 613-248-2003 


yvon.larochelle@yow.
ca 


Projects potentially affecting the Ottawa 
International Airport. 
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Greater Toronto Airport Authority 


Mr. Derek Gray 


Manager, Environmental 
Services 


Greater Toronto Airport 
Authority 


Lester B. Pearson International 
Airport 


3111 Convair Drive, PO Box 
6031 


Mississauga ON  L5P 1B2 


Prefers 
electronic 
copy 


T: 416-776-3049 


derek.gray@gtaa.com 


Projects potentially affecting Pearson 
Airport and surrounding area including the 
401, 427, 409 and 407, as well as those 
affecting east Pickering Airport site. 


MUNICIPALITIES 
It is the proponent’s responsibility to distribute all EA-related material to the appropriate contact persons in the 
relevant departments at the affected lower-, upper- or single-tier municipality or municipalities.  The municipality will 
determine which contacts will respond or if one will respond for all departments (excludes Fire Department, Police 
Department and School Boards which get their own circulation and provide their own comments or sign-off as they 
are designates of provincial ministries). 


 


The EAA also requires that all Notices of ToR submission (section 6(3.3)) and all Notices of EA Submission 
(section 6.3(3)) be filed with the Clerk of each municipality in which the undertaking is to be carried out, but the Clerk 
is usually not the person designated by the municipality for providing comments or sign-offs on individual EAs or 
Class EAs. 


 


For a Municipal Directory and more information regarding Ontario municipalities please go to the following web 
pages: 


http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/page1591.aspx 


http://www.amo.on.ca/ 
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From: Testa, Antonia (MECP)
To: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MECP); patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Wallace, Craig; Toth, Karola; Medved, Luka;

 Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com; Denise.Jamal@HydroOne.com;
 Steven.Mantifel@HydroOne.com; Melissa.Fast@HydroOne.com

Subject: RE: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -ToR Summary Form et al.
Date: August 21, 2018 7:53:20 AM
Attachments: image001.gif

Thank you!  We will review the GRT and get back to you with any comments by the end of this week.
 
 
 
Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor, Toronto ON
  M4V 1P5
T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca

 Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 
From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: August-17-18 4:49 PM
To: Testa, Antonia (MECP)
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MECP); patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com;
 Karola.Toth@snclavalin.com; Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com;
 Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com; Denise.Jamal@HydroOne.com; Steven.Mantifel@HydroOne.com;
 Melissa.Fast@HydroOne.com
Subject: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -ToR Summary Form et al.
 
Hi Antonia,
 
As per the Code of Practice and as per the attached letter dated August 14, 2018 please find
 attached the following that is required to be submitted to the Ministry of Environment,
 Conservation and Parks (MECP) 2 weeks prior to the submission of the Proposed Terms of
 Reference. The Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Project is August 31, 2018.
 

·         ToR Summary Form,
·         Executive Summary of the Proposed ToR,
·         Study area map,
·         Project contact distribution list
·         Project contact government review team list,
·         List of all publications and media the Proposed ToR will be advertised,

 
As the MECP has noted, a draft Notice of Submission (NoS) has been previously submitted July 11,
 2018. It is Hydro One’s understanding that the MECP will provide Hydro One with comments on the

 NoS the week of Aug 20th, 2018.
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mailto:Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com
mailto:Denise.Jamal@HydroOne.com
mailto:Steven.Mantifel@HydroOne.com
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mailto:antonia.testa@ontario.ca



We appreciate your cooperation. Feel free to contact me with any questions or if you require
 anything further.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com


From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Medved, Luka; Wallace, Craig; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
Subject: FW: LSL - draft Notice of Submission of ToR
Date: August 16, 2018 11:48:47 AM
Attachments: image002.gif

image003.png

From: Testa, Antonia (MECP) [mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2018 11:46 AM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: HAULENA Adam; Evers, Andrew (MECP)
Subject: RE: LSL - draft Notice of Submission of ToR
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hi Bruce,
 
Yes, this item has been fulfilled.  I am currently reviewing the notice and will provide comments to you by early next week.
 
Cheers,
Antonia
 
 
Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor, Toronto ON  M4V 1P5
T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca

 Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 
From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: August-16-18 10:49 AM
To: Testa, Antonia (MECP)
Cc: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
Subject: LSL - draft Notice of Submission of ToR
 
Hi Antonia,
Another question if I could. In the most recent letter from the MECP it states:
 

 
Could you confirm that we can consider this item fulfilled as the 2 week date is tomorrow. We will of course welcome comments from the MECP after tomorrow and we acknowledge that some
 minor changes will need to be made to the document to reflect current schedule, however, I just want to make sure that MECP is satisfied that Hydro One fulfilled this obligation.
 
Thank you,
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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August 14, 2018 
 
 
 
Bruce Hopper  
Hydro One Networks Inc.  
Community Relations 
483 Bay Street, North Tower, 12th Floor 
Toronto ON  M5G 2P5  
 
 
Dear Mr. Hopper: 
 
We are in receipt of your letter of August 14, 2018, on behalf of Hydro One Networks 
Incorporated (Hydro One), advising the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
(ministry) of the proposed submission date of the final Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior 
Link Transmission Project.  
 
It is our understanding from your letter that Hydro One would like to formally submit the Terms 
of Reference on August 31, 2018. The ministry is committed to working with Hydro One to 
facilitate the distribution, formal submission and review of the final Terms of Reference for the 
Lake Superior Link Transmission Project.   
 
The ministry is currently reviewing the August 3, 2018 revised draft Terms of Reference for the 
Lake Superior Link Transmission Project.  As discussed during our July 12, 2018 meeting, the 
ministry requires 15 business days to review the revised draft Terms of Reference.  As such we 
will ensure comments are provided to Hydro One by August 27, 2018.   
  
The ministry delegates to Hydro One the following responsibilities associated with the 
distribution of the final Terms of Reference documentation to each government agency, 
Indigenous community and member of the public that has been engaged as part of the 
preparation of the Terms of Reference:  
 

• Prior to the formal submission date of the Terms of Reference, Hydro One will make 
every reasonable effort to contact each Indigenous community that has been engaged 
during the preparation of the Terms of Reference to determine if a community may have 
any capacity or resource needs that should be considered in order to facilitate their 
review of the Terms of Reference documentation during the formal comment and review 
period; 

   
• Prior to the formal submission date of the Terms of Reference, Hydro One will confirm 

the appropriate recipient, mailing or electronic mail address and Terms of Reference 
documentation requirements for each government agency, Indigenous community and 

 
Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 
Environmental Assessment and 
Permissions Branch 
135 St. Clair Avenue West 
1st Floor 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Phone: 416.314.8001 
Fax: 416.314.8452 

 
Ministère de l'Environnement, 
de la Protection de la nature et 
des Parcs 
Direction des évaluations et des 
permissions environnementales 
135, avenue St. Clair Ouest 
Rez-de-chaussée 
Toronto (Ontario)  M4V 1P5 
Tél: 416 314-8001  
Téléc: 416 314-8452 
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member of the public that has been engaged during the preparation of the Terms of 
Reference; 
 

• At least two (2) weeks prior to the date on which the Terms of Reference will be formally 
submitted, Hydro One will submit a draft of the Notice of Submission of Terms of 
Reference to the undersigned for review; 

o The ministry is currently reviewing a draft of the Notice of Submission of Terms of 
Reference which was submitted to the ministry by Hydro One on July 11, 2018.   

 
• At least two (2) weeks prior to the date on which the Terms of Reference will be formally 

submitted, Hydro One will submit the government review team contact list to the 
undersigned for review; 

 
• At least two (2) weeks prior to the date on which the Terms of Reference will be formally 

submitted, Hydro One will provide the undersigned a list of all publications and media 
outlets where the Notice of Submission of Terms of Reference will be advertised.  Once 
the Notice of Submission has appeared in newspapers, please send a hard copy from 
the newspaper to the undersigned for the ministry’s files; 
 

• At least two (2) weeks prior to the date on which the Terms of Reference will be formally 
submitted, Hydro One will complete and submit to the undersigned a Terms of 
Reference Summary Form;  
 

• At least two (2) days prior to the date on which the Terms of Reference will be formally 
submitted, Hydro One will ensure that each government agency, Indigenous community 
and member of the public that has been engaged during the preparation of the Terms of 
Reference is provided with a copy of the final Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior 
Link Transmission Project, Record of Consultation and the Notice of Submission of 
Terms of Reference; and, 
 

• At least one (2) days prior to the date on which the Terms of Reference will be formally 
submitted, Hydro One will ensure that a copy of the final Terms of Reference for the 
Lake Superior Link Transmission Project, Record of Consultation and Notice of 
Submission of Terms of Reference is placed in each of the public record locations, 
including the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks’ offices, where the Terms 
of Reference documentation is to be made available for public review.  

  
In order to facilitate the distribution of the Terms of Reference documentation, the ministry will 
prepare the following documents that are to accompany the distribution of the final Terms of 
Reference documentation to each government agency, Indigenous community, and public 
record locations: 
 

• Memorandum to Indigenous communities 
• Memorandum to the government agencies; 
• Memorandum to public record locations; and  
• Acknowledgement of Receipt form.  

 
For members of the public that has been engaged as part of the preparation of the Terms of 
Reference, please ensure that a cover letter is prepared indicating the purpose of the review, 
the timeline for commenting etc.  Please ensure that each person on the project contact list 
receives the appropriate memorandum and attachments.  Also, please ensure that you have 
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some way to track the delivery of the Terms of Reference documentation, in case participants 
indicate they did not receive a copy.     
 
Should you have any further questions, please feel free to contact the undersigned, at  
(416) 325-5500 or by e-mail at antonia.testa@ontario.ca.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Antonia Testa, Special Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 

mailto:antonia.testa@ontario.ca
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Hydro One Networks -Lake Superior Link -Intent of Submitting Proposed ToR
Date: August 16, 2018 10:31:55 AM
Attachments: image001.gif

Response to HONI Ltr of Intent to submit LSL proposed ToR - Aug 14 2018.pdf

From: Testa, Antonia (MECP) [mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 3:25 PM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: CROLL Elise; STAITE Patricia; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; Evers, Andrew (MECP); Cross,
 Annamaria (MECP)
Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks -Lake Superior Link -Intent of Submitting Proposed ToR
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Dear Mr. Hopper,
 
Please see the attached response letter dated August 14, 2018. 
 
Cheers,
Antonia
 
 
Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor, Toronto ON
  M4V 1P5
T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca

 Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 
From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: August-14-18 11:47 AM
To: Cross, Annamaria (MECP)
Cc: Testa, Antonia (MECP); Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com;
 Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; Evers, Andrew (MECP)
Subject: Hydro One Networks -Lake Superior Link -Intent of Submitting Proposed ToR
 
Dear Ms. Cross,
 
Please find attached, for the records of the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks, a letter
 stating Hydro One Networks’ intent on submitting the proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake

 Superior Link Project by end of day August 31st, 2018.
 
Please contact Patricia Staite or myself with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:antonia.testa@ontario.ca
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com
mailto:patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com




 
 
 
August 14, 2018 
 
 
 
Bruce Hopper  
Hydro One Networks Inc.  
Community Relations 
483 Bay Street, North Tower, 12th Floor 
Toronto ON  M5G 2P5  
 
 
Dear Mr. Hopper: 
 
We are in receipt of your letter of August 14, 2018, on behalf of Hydro One Networks 
Incorporated (Hydro One), advising the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
(ministry) of the proposed submission date of the final Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior 
Link Transmission Project.  
 
It is our understanding from your letter that Hydro One would like to formally submit the Terms 
of Reference on August 31, 2018. The ministry is committed to working with Hydro One to 
facilitate the distribution, formal submission and review of the final Terms of Reference for the 
Lake Superior Link Transmission Project.   
 
The ministry is currently reviewing the August 3, 2018 revised draft Terms of Reference for the 
Lake Superior Link Transmission Project.  As discussed during our July 12, 2018 meeting, the 
ministry requires 15 business days to review the revised draft Terms of Reference.  As such we 
will ensure comments are provided to Hydro One by August 27, 2018.   
  
The ministry delegates to Hydro One the following responsibilities associated with the 
distribution of the final Terms of Reference documentation to each government agency, 
Indigenous community and member of the public that has been engaged as part of the 
preparation of the Terms of Reference:  
 


• Prior to the formal submission date of the Terms of Reference, Hydro One will make 
every reasonable effort to contact each Indigenous community that has been engaged 
during the preparation of the Terms of Reference to determine if a community may have 
any capacity or resource needs that should be considered in order to facilitate their 
review of the Terms of Reference documentation during the formal comment and review 
period; 


   
• Prior to the formal submission date of the Terms of Reference, Hydro One will confirm 


the appropriate recipient, mailing or electronic mail address and Terms of Reference 
documentation requirements for each government agency, Indigenous community and 


 
Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 
Environmental Assessment and 
Permissions Branch 
135 St. Clair Avenue West 
1st Floor 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Phone: 416.314.8001 
Fax: 416.314.8452 


 
Ministère de l'Environnement, 
de la Protection de la nature et 
des Parcs 
Direction des évaluations et des 
permissions environnementales 
135, avenue St. Clair Ouest 
Rez-de-chaussée 
Toronto (Ontario)  M4V 1P5 
Tél: 416 314-8001  
Téléc: 416 314-8452 
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member of the public that has been engaged during the preparation of the Terms of 
Reference; 
 


• At least two (2) weeks prior to the date on which the Terms of Reference will be formally 
submitted, Hydro One will submit a draft of the Notice of Submission of Terms of 
Reference to the undersigned for review; 


o The ministry is currently reviewing a draft of the Notice of Submission of Terms of 
Reference which was submitted to the ministry by Hydro One on July 11, 2018.   


 
• At least two (2) weeks prior to the date on which the Terms of Reference will be formally 


submitted, Hydro One will submit the government review team contact list to the 
undersigned for review; 


 
• At least two (2) weeks prior to the date on which the Terms of Reference will be formally 


submitted, Hydro One will provide the undersigned a list of all publications and media 
outlets where the Notice of Submission of Terms of Reference will be advertised.  Once 
the Notice of Submission has appeared in newspapers, please send a hard copy from 
the newspaper to the undersigned for the ministry’s files; 
 


• At least two (2) weeks prior to the date on which the Terms of Reference will be formally 
submitted, Hydro One will complete and submit to the undersigned a Terms of 
Reference Summary Form;  
 


• At least two (2) days prior to the date on which the Terms of Reference will be formally 
submitted, Hydro One will ensure that each government agency, Indigenous community 
and member of the public that has been engaged during the preparation of the Terms of 
Reference is provided with a copy of the final Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior 
Link Transmission Project, Record of Consultation and the Notice of Submission of 
Terms of Reference; and, 
 


• At least one (2) days prior to the date on which the Terms of Reference will be formally 
submitted, Hydro One will ensure that a copy of the final Terms of Reference for the 
Lake Superior Link Transmission Project, Record of Consultation and Notice of 
Submission of Terms of Reference is placed in each of the public record locations, 
including the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks’ offices, where the Terms 
of Reference documentation is to be made available for public review.  


  
In order to facilitate the distribution of the Terms of Reference documentation, the ministry will 
prepare the following documents that are to accompany the distribution of the final Terms of 
Reference documentation to each government agency, Indigenous community, and public 
record locations: 
 


• Memorandum to Indigenous communities 
• Memorandum to the government agencies; 
• Memorandum to public record locations; and  
• Acknowledgement of Receipt form.  


 
For members of the public that has been engaged as part of the preparation of the Terms of 
Reference, please ensure that a cover letter is prepared indicating the purpose of the review, 
the timeline for commenting etc.  Please ensure that each person on the project contact list 
receives the appropriate memorandum and attachments.  Also, please ensure that you have 
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some way to track the delivery of the Terms of Reference documentation, in case participants 
indicate they did not receive a copy.     
 
Should you have any further questions, please feel free to contact the undersigned, at  
(416) 325-5500 or by e-mail at antonia.testa@ontario.ca.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 


 
 
Antonia Testa, Special Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 



mailto:antonia.testa@ontario.ca



		Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch

		135 St. Clair Avenue West

		1st Floor

		Toronto ON  M4V 1P5





 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com


From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
To: antonia.testa@ontario.ca; annamaria.cross@ontario.ca; Adam.Wright@ontario.ca
Subject: Lake Superior Link revised draft Terms of Reference
Date: August 8, 2018 11:12:44 AM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_Notification_MECP.pdf

20180807_Lake Superior Link Draft RoC for the Proposed ToR - MECP Comment and Responses Table.pdf

Good morning,
 
Please see the attached notification for the release of the revised draft Terms of Reference for the
 Lake Superior Link and responses to comments received during the draft review period. If you have
 comments or would like to discuss please feel free to reach out to Bruce at 1-416-779-0257 or
 Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com, or Adam Haulena at 1-416-345-6596 or
 Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com.
 
Thank you,
 
Adam Haulena
Planner, Environmental Programs and Approvals
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T - 1-416-345-6596, C – 1-416-201-1108
adam.haulena@hydroone.com
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:antonia.testa@ontario.ca
mailto:annamaria.cross@ontario.ca
mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:adam.haulena@hydroone.com
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August 7, 2018 


 
Mrs. Antonia Testa, Special Project Officer 
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor 
Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5 
 
Via email - antonia.testa@ontario.ca 
 
 
Dear Mrs. Antonia Testa, 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with government agencies, 
Indigenous communities, municipalities and community stakeholders will continue throughout the life 
of the project. 
 
Please see the attached summary of Hydro One responses to MECP comments and corresponding 
modifications to the draft Terms of Reference.  If you have comments or would like to discuss please 
feel free to reach out to me at 1-416-779-0257 or email Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com or 1-416-345-
6596 or email Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com. 


 
Sincerely,  


 
Bruce Hopper 
Environmental Planner, Environmental Programs and Approvals 
 
cc 
Annamaria Cross, Director (A), Environmental Approvals Branch 


 



mailto:antonia.testa@ontario.ca

http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com






 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision 


No. Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP), Antonia Testa, Special Project Officer, Letter Dated July 26, 2018 to 
Bruce Hopper, Hydro One Networks Inc. (HONI) 


MECP - 1 Supporting documentation is needed to 
confirm or validate any statements or 
conclusions made in the draft ToR. 


In accordance with Section 5.3.2 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is the 
ministry’s expectation that: 


Information contained in the supporting 
documentation should support Hydro 
One’s proposal by providing justification 
for the choices made, outline other 
processes or initiatives which provides the 
rationale, and details of processes or 
methods used. For example: 


• a more detailed description of the 
problem or opportunity that prompted the 
proposed study; 


• more information and details about 
studies or events that triggered the Hydro 
One’s involvement with the proposed 
study; and 


• further background information 
supporting the selection of alternatives for 
further study.  


Any supporting documentation provides 
more detailed information that will assist 


Supporting documentation including 
reports, needs assessments, technical 
details and letters have been compiled 
and will be provided with the ToR and 
RoC. 


In addition to the supporting 
documentation, Section 1 of the ToR has 
been revised substantially to provide 
additional information on the background 
of the Project and the events that have 
led to the initiation of the Individual EA.  


Section 1 has been revised, supporting 
document package to be provided with 
ToR.  


1 
 







 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision 


the Minister of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks and other 
persons in understanding the planning 
process that Hydro One carried out in 
order to arrive at the proposal. 


Reference to the part of the ToR which is 
being explained in more detail should be 
made. Likewise, the ToR should reference 
the supporting documentation. 


Supporting documentation (i.e. letters, 
assessments, reports etc.) should 
accompany the final ToR to confirm or 
validate any statements or conclusions 
made in the ToR. 


MECP – 2 No Record of Consultation was provided 
with the draft ToR for the ministry’s 
review. 


A Record of Consultation is needed to 
describe the consultation carried out 
during the preparation of the ToR and the 
results of that consultation. It will be 
considered by the Minister in making the 
decision about whether to approve the 
ToR. 


In accordance with Section 5.3.1 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is the 
ministry’s expectation that the Record of 
Consultation will: 


Information contained within the 
comment will be submitted as part of the 
RoC. 


It will include:  


• Identify all persons consulted during the 
ToR preparation (personal names not 
required) and how they were identified;  


• Describe the consultation activities 
which took place (methods, schedule of 
events, notification that was given about 
the activity and materials used); 


• Describe how Indigenous communities 
were identified and how they were 


Record of consultation will be provided 
with the ToR. 
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 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision 


• Identify all persons consulted during the 
ToR preparation (personal names not 
required) and how they were identified;  


• Describe the consultation activities 
which took place (methods, schedule of 
events, notification that was given about 
the activity and materials used); 


• Describe how Indigenous communities 
were identified and how they were 
consulted; 


• Clearly and accurately summarize the 
comments made by all interested persons 
during the preparation of the ToR; 


• Describe Hydro One’s response and 
how concerns were considered in the 
development of the ToR; 


• Describe any outstanding concerns; 


• Include minutes of any meetings held 
with interested persons; 


• Include copies of written comments 
received from interested persons. 


It is also the ministry’s expectation that 
Hydro One will present a summary of the 
comments received and its responses to 
those comments in a table. As 
appropriate, the table should note where 


consulted; 


• Clearly and accurately summarize the 
comments made by all interested 
persons during the preparation of the 
ToR; 


• Describe Hydro One’s response and 
how concerns were considered in the 
development of the ToR; 


• Describe any outstanding concerns; 


• Include minutes of any meetings held 
with interested persons; 


• Include copies of written comments 
received from interested persons. 


 


3 
 







 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision 


in the ToR the comment has been 
addressed. Comments from the general 
public should be arranged by type (for 
example, put all water quality comments 
together). For the Government Review 
Team and Indigenous communities, the 
comments should be organized by agency 
and community rather than by issue type. 


A Record of Consultation must 
accompany the final ToR. 


MECP - 3 No executive summary was provided in 
the draft ToR. 


Please include an executive summary at 
the beginning of the final ToR document. 


Executive summary has been provided 
with the ToR document.  


An executive summary was inserted at 
the beginning of the document (Page 2) 


MECP – 4 The ministry is no longer referred to as 
the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change. 


All references to the ministry should be 
changed to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks. 


Government agency name change 
during draft review period has been 
recognized.  


All sections of the ToR that referenced 
previous agency names have been 
updated (i.e. MOECC has been changed 
to MECP). 


MECP – 5 In accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the EA should 
attempt to examine the interrelationships 
between the undertaking and its 
alternatives with a changing climate over 
time. 


The proponent should also consider 


The EA will consider climate change 
adaptation and mitigation and cumulative 
effects in the evaluation and assessment 
of alternatives and the preferred 
undertaking. 


Section 4.5 and Section 7 changed to 
reflect commitment to climate change 
adaptation.  
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 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision 


whether there could be environmental 
effects resulting from effects of the 
proposal combined with effects of other 
past and future undertakings. 


As such, please include a commitment in 
the ToR that specifies the EA will consider 
climate change (adaptation and 
mitigation) and cumulative effects in the 
evaluation and assessment of alternatives 
and the preferred undertaking. 


To facilitate this assessment and 
evaluation, refer to the ministry’s guide 
“Consideration of Climate Change in 
Environmental Assessment in Ontario” 
and the federal document “Cumulative 
Effects Assessment Practitioners' Guide”. 


Revise text accordingly. Please include 
this commitment in the appropriate 
corresponding sections of the ToR 
document (i.e. Section 4.5 and 7 of this 
draft ToR). 


MECP – 6 Section 1, Page 10 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph: 


“The first key step of the EA process is 
the preparation of a ToR” 


“Hydro One will prepare the EA in 


Revised sections for clarity as presented.  Section 1.1 has been modified to provide 
additional clarity and information. 


5 
 







 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision 


accordance with the framework laid out in 
the ToR document and in accordance 
with…” 


Revise text accordingly. 


MECP – 7 Section 1.1, page 10 


What are the three separate entities (i.e. 
Ontario Power Generation, Hydro One, 
and the IESO) responsible for and/or what 
are their mandates? 


Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


Provided additional information on the 
three separate entities. 


Section 1.1 has been modified to provide 
additional clarity and information. 


MECP – 8 Section 1.1, page 10 


The three bullets points are confusing. 
Why is the bullet format used for these 
points? 


Need more context with these bullets in 
order to provide more clarity. For 
instance: 


Does the IPSP refer to the 20 year energy 
plan? Clarify how they are related? 


Who and/or how was the government 
given discretion to determine further 
supply mix? What does “supply mix” 


Removed bullet points. 


IPSP refers to the 20 year energy plan. 
Link between LSL, IESO and IPSP has 
been made. 


Supply mix has been defined and 
clarified. 


OEB has been defined, role clarified, and 
provided responsibility and mandate. 


Section 1.1 has been modified to provide 
additional clarity and information. 
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mean? 


Define the term OEB. What is their 
responsibility and/or mandate? How do 
they fit into the overall project/process? 


Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


MECP – 9 Section 1.1, page 11 


Provide more information on the IPSP 
and/or 20 year energy plan (2007). What 
was its focus, goals, targets etc.? 


Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


Information on IPSP focus and goals 
provided.  


Section 1.1 has been modified to provide 
additional clarity and information. 


MECP – 10 Section 1.1, page 11 


What does the Framework for 
Transmission Project Development Plans 
discuss in regards to the development 
and/or planning of transmission projects? 


Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


Expanded on FTPDP. Section 1.1 has been modified to provide 
additional clarity and information. 


MECP – 11 Section 1.2, page 11 


Please clarify what activities/processes 


A discussion around the modifications 
and upgrades to existing Transformer 
stations has been added to a new 


Section 4.2.8 has been created to 
discuss transformer station expansions.  
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have been completed regarding upgrades 
to the associated transformer station 
infrastructure. 


Why were these upgrades not included as 
part of this environmental assessment 
project? 


The discussion regarding the upgrades to 
the associated transformer station 
infrastructure should be provided in 
Section 4 of this ToR document. 


Revise text accordingly. Please include a 
description of the work done regarding the 
transmission stations and justification and 
rationale for conducting this work 
independently of this environmental 
assessment project. 


Section under Section 4.2.8.  


MECP – 12 Section 1.2, general 


Please avoid any direct references to 
NextBridge or the NextBridge EA project. 
If necessary, NextBridge should be 
referred to as the “designated electricity 
transmitter”. 


Please avoid direct comparisons to the 
NextBridge EA project. For example: “as 
compared to the NextBridge proposal… 
Lake Superior Link project… has a lower 
estimated cost, a smaller environmental 


NextBridge references and subjective 
comments have been removed. 
NextBridge has been replaced with 
‘designated electricity transmitter.’ 


 


Section 1.2 has been modified to remove 
NextBridge references.  
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footprint…” 


Also avoid any subjective comments 
regarding the NextBridge EA project. For 
instance: “In response to the concerns… 
Hydro One is proposing its East-West Tie 
Line project, called “Lake Superior Link”, 
to protect the interests of the public and 
ratepayers.” 


Revise text accordingly. Please remove 
references to NextBridge or the 
NextBridge EA project. Please remove 
any comparisons or subjective comments 
regarding the NextBridge EA project. 


MECP – 13 Section 1.2, general 


Provide more information on the 
current/existing East-West Tie 
transmission corridor. What does it 
currently consist of? How old is the 
infrastructure? etc. 


Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


Information on the existing EWT has 
been added.  


Section 1.2 has been modified to provide 
information on the existing EWT. 


MECP – 14 Section 1.2, general 


A better summary of the past provincial 
analysis and decision regarding the need 
and/or justification for the project is 


A more fulsome summary of the past 
provincial analysis and decision 
regarding the need and/or justification for 
the project has been provided.  


Chronology and additional information for 


Section 1.2 has been modified to provide 
additional clarity and information. 
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required. 


The description of the historical events 
related to the proposed expansion of the 
East-West Tie corridor is confusing and 
too vague. This information should be 
presented in a clear and comprehensive 
chronological summary of events. 


More information, detail and context are 
needed in order to fully understand and to 
justify the need for the project. For 
instance, provide more detail and context 
regarding the LTEP. What is the LTEP? 
Why was it updated? What is its focus, 
goals, key elements etc.? 


Also, provide more information for each of 
the bullet points on page 12. For instance, 
for bullet number 2, what does it mean to 
be the “designated electricity transmitter”? 
How does OEB decide who is designated 
and who is not? Can more than one 
proponent be designated? 


Lastly referring to a summary of the “East- 
West Tie project” is confusing because 
there is currently another EA project with 
the same name. It would be better to 
frame it as the summary of the proposed 
expansion of the East-West Tie corridor. 


Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 


the decision making and background part 
of the Project has been added. More 
information on the LTEP is found 
throughout Section 1. 


More information in the bullet point 
summary is found in the preceding 
paragraphs.  


East-West Tie has been renamed to the 
expansion of the East-West Tie corridor 
where prudent. 
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section of the ToR. 


Please provide supporting documentation 
to confirm and validate the information 
provided in the bullet points (See 
Comment #1). 


Supporting documentation (i.e. letters, 
assessment, reports etc.) should establish 
the need for: 


• Electricity transmission. For instance, 
summarize documents that established 
the need specifically in northern Ontario 


• The project. For instance, summarize in 
detail the analysis and reporting that has 
been undertaken (to date) regarding the 
need for the project in northern Ontario. 


MECP – 15 Section 1.4, general 


This section must clearly state what the 
purpose is for the study and for the 
undertaking. 


What does Hydro One wish to achieve by 
engaging in the environmental 
assessment process? Why does Hydro 
One need to do this particular 
undertaking? What is the particular 
problem to be solved or alleviated? What 
is the opportunity which is to be pursued? 


Additional clarity for the purpose of the 
study and undertaking has been added, 
including referencing supporting 
documentation for the need for the 
project.  


Section 1.4 has been modified to provide 
additional clarity and information. 
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If the need for the project has been 
satisfied and established by a defined 
planning process, then that needs to be 
clearly presented in the ToR and the 
associated supporting documentation 
must be provided (See Comments #1 and 
#14). 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
supporting documentation to confirm and 
validate the information provided (See 
Comment #1 and #14). 


MECP – 16 Section 1.5, general 


To improve clarity and flow of the ToR 
document, the following organizational 
changes to the ToR document are 
recommended: “Taken together, The ToR 
document is organized into the following 
sections of the ToR are intended in order 
to satisfy the requirements under Section 
6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act: 


• Regulatory Framework for the 
Project (Section 2) 


• Overview of the EA Process and 
Approval Requirements for the Project 
Indication of how the EA will be Prepared 
(Section 3) 


• Description of the Undertaking and 
Evaluation of Alternative Methods 


The sections have been renamed and 
reorganized.  


Section 1.5 modified to incorporate new 
ToR structure and title names.  
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(Section 4) 


• Consultation (Section 5) 


• Existing Environmental Conditions in the 
Study Area (Section 5) 


• Identification and Evaluation of 
Alternative Methods (Section 6) 


• Potential Environmental Effects 
Evaluation Assessment and Mitigation 
Measures (Section 7) 


• Commitments and Monitoring (Section 
8) 


• Consultation (Section 9)” 


Revise ToR document accordingly. 


MECP – 17 Section 2, general 


To improve clarity and flow of this section 
of ToR document, it is recommended this 
section be organized first by a discussion 
of the provincial regulatory framework, 
and then followed by the discussion of the 
federal regulatory framework. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


Provincial and Federal regulatory 
framework headings have been created 
with specific regulatory subheadings.  


Section 2 has been reorganized to 
incorporate federal and provincial 
headings.  


MECP – 18 Section 2, page 15 Section discussing other permits has 
been moved and the suggested revisions 


Section 2 has been modified with some 
text moved to Section 2.1.5 (old Section 
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The first paragraph of this section 
discusses other permits and approval 
activities and applications. To improve 
clarity and flow of the ToR document, it is 
recommended this paragraph be moved 
to Section 2.6 which discusses other 
relevant provincial legislation, permits and 
policies. 


The first paragraph refers to the 
construction phase; however it is 
suggested to keep the discussion of other 
permits and approval activities more 
general. 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph: 


“Hydro One will identify all necessary 
approvals that may be required during 
project planning and construction. Where 
practical appropriate, Hydro One will 
begin preparation of construction-related 
applications initiate other permit and 
approval activities and applications 
concurrent with the EA process. It will be 
necessary to initiate some permit and 
approval activities or applications during 
the EA process including any required 
consultation activities with members of the 
public, municipalities, agencies, and 
Indigenous communities and groups. It 
should be noted that some other permits 
and approvals for construction typically 


have been incorporated into the 
document.  


2.6).  
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rely on more detailed engineering and 
design information than is available during 
the EA process. In this event, Hydro One 
will carry out required studies necessary 
to support those approvals prior to start of 
construction, following the completion of 
the EA. The following sections outline the 
framework for regulatory approvals in 
Ontario for electricity transmission 
projects and how they apply to the 
Project.” 


Revise this section and text accordingly. 


MECP – 19 Section 2.1, page 15 


Please specify that this undertaking is a 
Category C project under the Electricity 
Regulation (O.Reg 116). 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
additional information on how the project 
is captured under O.Reg 116. 


Specified that Lake Superior Link is a 
Category C project under the Electricity 
Regulation. Additional information of 
O.Reg. 116/01 has been added.  


Section 2.1 has been revised to include 
Category C designation.  


MECP – 20 Section 2.1, page 15 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the third paragraph of Section 
2.1: 


“Hydro One is required to complete and 
submit a ToR to the MOECC for review 
and approval as illustrated on Figure 2. 
The purpose of the ToR is to provide the 


Text has been revised according to 
comment. 


Section 2.1 revised with updated text. 
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overall study framework for the planning 
and decision making process that will be 
followed during the EA…” 


Revise text accordingly. 


MECP – 21 Section 2.1, page 17 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph on this 
page: 


“Should the ToR be approved by the 
Minister of the Environment of Climate 
Change Conservation and Parks, it will be 
used by Hydro One to guide the 
completion of the EA to ensure that it 
meets the intent fulfills the requirements 
of the EA Act and any other applicable 
requirements. The results of the EA 
process will then be documented in an EA 
Report to be submitted to the MOECC 
MECP for review and approval. 


There are two key documentation 
requirements for the an application for 
approval to proceed with an undertaking 
under subsection 5(1) of the EA Act: 


• the development, submission, review 
and approval of the ToR; and, 


• the preparation, submission, review and 
approval of the EA document in 


The ToR will be submitted for reviewed 
and approved by the Minister of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks. If 
approved, the ToR will then be used by 
Hydro One to direct the EA process to 
fulfill the requirements of the EA Act and 
other regulatory requirements. The 
resulting EA process will be then 
documented in an EA Report to be 
submitted to the MECP for review and 
approval.  


Suggested text modifications have been 
implemented. 


Section 2.1.1 modified to reflect text 
changes.  
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accordance with the framework set out in 
the MOECC MECP approved ToR.” 


MECP – 22 Section 2.1, page 17 


Table 1 and its preceding paragraph 
proposes how the EA will be prepared. To 
improve clarity and flow of the ToR 
document, it would be more appropriate 
for this information to be moved to Section 
3.0 of this ToR document. 


Revise ToR document accordingly. 


Table 1 moved to section 3 of the ToR. Table 1 (now Table 3) moved to section 3 
of the ToR. 


MECP – 23 Section 2.1, page 17 


More information and detail is required to 
support the “reason for proceeding with 
this undertaking has been established by 
the IESO…” 


See Comment #14. 


More information has been documented 
in Section 1 to support the IESO 
determination of need for the project.  


Text has been moved to Section 3 as per 
Comment 22 (previously Section 2.1). 


MECP – 24 Section 2.1, page 17 


Please provide further information on 
“focusing of the EA”. Define the term 
“focusing”. What does it mean to focus the 
EA? What general requirements will not 
be addressed in the EA? etc. 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
additional information in Section 3.0 of 


More information has been provided to 
support the ‘focusing’ of the EA IESO 
determination of need for the project. 


Section 3 has been modified (previously 
Section 2.1).  
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this ToR document. 


MECP – 25 Section 2.1, Table 1, page 17 


Please correct references to “Section 0”. 


Revise Table accordingly. 


Section references have been corrected.  Table 1 (now Table 3) has been modified 
accordingly. 


MECP – 26 Section 2.1, Table 1, page 17, row 2 


In order to provide flexibility to 
accommodate new circumstances, 
consider the following revision: 


“ii) The EA will evaluate and assess two 
alternative reference routes alternative 
methods of carrying out the undertaking”. 


Revise Table accordingly. 


Suggested revision has been 
implemented. 


Table 1 (now Table 3) has been modified 
accordingly. 


MECP – 27 Section 2.1, Table 1, page 17, row 2 


In accordance with Section 5.2.5 of the 
Code of Practice, the “Do Nothing” 
alternative should always be considered. 
It acts as a starting point for the 
comparison of alternatives. 


See Comment #42. Revise Table 
accordingly. 


‘Do Nothing’ alternative will be evaluated.  Table 1 (now Table 3) has been modified 
accordingly. 


MECP – 28 Section 2.1, Table 1, page 18, row 1, 
column 1 


Description of is a copied heading from 
the EA Act. Assessing alternative 
methods of carrying out the undertaking 


Table 3 has been modified.  
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Alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking should be included in the 
“description of…” 


Revise Table accordingly. 


has been added to Table 3. 


MECP – 29 Section 2.1, Table 1, page 18, row 2 


Alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking should be included in “an 
evaluation of advantages and 
disadvantages…” 


Revise Table accordingly 


Alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking will be assessed in an 
evaluation of advantages and 
disadvantages. 


Table 3 has been modified. 


MECP – 30 Section 2.3 


Are there any opportunities for public 
and/or Indigenous consultation? If so, 
please describe. 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information (if any) in this 
section of the ToR. 


Added information on OEB consultation. Change made in section 2.1.3 (old 
Section 2.3). 


MECP – 31 Section 2.4 


What is meant by “the fee simple 
interest…” in the statement “Property 
Owners will be offered the choice of 
Hydro One acquiring either an easement 
or the fee simple interest in the lands 
required for the Project.”? 


Fee simple interest is ownership of the 
land and any improvements to the land in 
perpetuity. This has been clarified in the 
text.  


Section 2.1.4 has been modified to 
provide clarity on fee simple interest.  
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Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information in this section of 
the ToR. 


MECP – 32 Section 2.5, page 21 


In order to clearly demonstrate that this 
undertaking is not a “designated project” 
under federal regulation, please provide 
further information on the requirements 
outlined in the federal regulation 
designating physical activities. 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information in this section of 
the ToR. 


Federal regulators provided further 
comments on Project designation and 
federal regulation and revisions have 
added clarity to the section. 


Section 2.2 has been revised with 
additional information from federal 
regulators.  


MECP – 33 Section 2.5, page 21 


Please include the November 27, 2017 
letter from Parks Canada in your Record 
of Consultation.  


Please provide the additional information 
as part of the Record of Consultation (See 
Comment 2). 


Letter will be included with record of 
consultation.  


Record of Consultation will include Parks 
Canada letter.  


MECP – 34 Section 2.5, general 


Provide more information regarding 
Section 67 of the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (i.e. what does it state, 
what requirements does it outline etc.). 
Also, for improved clarity and flow, it is 


Subheading for Section 67 added. 
Additional information on Section 67 has 
been added to the Section 67 section.  


Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 have been 
modified to incorporate additional 
information.  
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recommended a subheading be included 
for the discussion regarding Section 67. 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information in this section of 
the ToR. 


MECP – 35 Section 2.5, general 


What consultation has been conducted to 
date with ISC, CEAA and other federal 
authorities? 


Please provide the additional information 
as part of the Record of Consultation (See 
Comment 2). 


Consultation with Federal authorities has 
been documented in the Record of 
Consultation.  


No change required. 


MECP – 36 Section 2.6, general 


To improve clarity and flow, it is 
suggested to organize the permits and/or 
approvals listed according to the 
responsible Ministry. Consider using a 
table format. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Table format has been added.  Table 1 has been added.  


MECP – 37 Section 2.6, general 


Include a statement at the end of this 
section that states: 


• This is a preliminary list 


A statement similar to Comment 39 was 
provided at the end of this section. 


Statement added in Section 2.2.5. 
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• This list is subject to change as the 
project is further developed and refined 


• A final list will be outlined the EA 
document. 


Use similar wording as the last paragraph 
in Section 2.7 of this ToR document (See 
Comment #39). 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information in this section of 
the ToR. 


MECP – 38 Section 2.7, general 


To improve clarity and flow, it is 
suggested to organize the permits and/or 
approvals listed according to the 
responsible federal agency. Consider 
using a table format. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Federal approvals and permits have 
been listed in a table format.  


Table 2 has been created in Section 
2.2.5. 


MECP – 39 Section 2.7, page 23 


To improve clarity and flow, consider the 
following revision to the third paragraph of 
Section 2.1: 


“Section 2.0 provided a preliminary list of 
other federal permits and approvals that 
may be necessary for the Project. This list 
is subject to change as the Project is 


Statement has outlined adaptability and 
flexibility of permits and approvals for 
both provincial and federal authorities.  


Statements have been added to Section 
2.1.5 and 2.2.5. 
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further developed and refined. All federal 
permits and approvals that are necessary 
for the Project to proceed will be outlined 
in the EA document. It may not be 
practicable to complete all required 
surveys in relation to other approvals prior 
to submission of the EA document, but 
Hydro One will commit to continue and 
complete all information collection prior to 
construction following the completion of 
the EA.”.  


Revise text accordingly. 


MECP – 40 Section 3, page 24 


Need to provide more information and 
detail to support your statement: “Based 
on the previously conducted needs 
assessment and the prioritization of the 
project from regulatory bodies, a more 
focused approach to the EA will be 
utilized.” 


Please provide supporting documentation 
to confirm and validate the statement 
“Based on the previously conducted 
needs assessment and the prioritization of 
the project…” (See Comment #1 and 
#14). 


Please incorporate the discussion from 
Section 2.1 on “focusing” and Table 1 into 
this section of the ToR document (See 


Information for the needs assessment 
has been added to Section 1 and a 
sentence directing the reader there has 
been added. 


Rearrangement of sections has been 
completed as directed.  


 


Discussion from previous Section 2.1 on 
focusing and Table 1 (now Table 3) has 
been moved to Section 3.0. 
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Comment #24). 


Revise the ToR document and text 
accordingly. 


MECP – 41 Section 3, page 24, bullet 1 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 


“a description of the Project and the 
purpose of the Project based on the 
recommendations and decisions of the” 
IESO and the government; 


Revise text accordingly. 


Bullet revised. Section 3.0 has been revised. 


MECP – 42 Section 3, page 24, bullet 3 


In accordance with section 5.2.5 of the 
Code of Practice, the “Do Nothing” 
alternative should be considered. 


Please be advised that the “Do Nothing” 
alternative represents what is expected to 
happen if the problem or opportunity that 
prompted the EA process is not 
addressed. The “Do Nothing” alternative 
represents what is expected to happen if 
none of the alternatives being considered 
during the EA process are carried out. It 
represents the benchmark against which 
the advantages and disadvantages of the 
alternatives being considered can be 


The bullet has been revised to include a 
‘Do Nothing’ alternative.  


Section 3.0 has been revised.  
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measured and compared. 


The “Do Nothing” alternative is not 
intended to be considered as a 
reasonable way in which the problem or 
opportunity that prompted the initiation of 
EA process can be addressed. 


It is the ministry’s expectation that during 
the EA process proponents will consider a 
reasonable range of alternatives, which 
will be assessed against the “Do Nothing” 
alternative. 


Revise text accordingly. 


MECP – 43 Section 3, page 24, bullet 4 


Incorrect reference to alternative 
methods. Statement should refer to 
alternatives to. 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 


“the EA will not include a description and 
rationale of alternatives to methods of 
carrying out the Project as it has already 
been extensively studied by the OPA and 
IESO regulator and the preferred 
alternative to has already been identified. 
However, the EA will include a description 
of and statement of rationale for the 
alternative methods of carrying out the 


The text has been modified as 
presented. 


Section 3.0 has been revised. 
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undertaking such as identified reference 
route and reference route alternative will 
be considered for the Project as well as 
route alignment, design considerations 
and local refinements;” 


Revise text accordingly. 


MECP – 44 Section 3, page 24, bullet 5 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: “a description of the environment 
that will be affected, or might reasonably 
be expected to affected directly or 
indirectly by the Project and the 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking routes considered;” 


Revise text accordingly. 


The text has been modified as 
presented. 


Section 3.0 has been revised. 


MECP – 45 Section 3, page 24, bullet 6 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 


“an description evaluation of the 
advantages and disadvantages that will 
be caused or might reasonably be 
expected to be caused to the environment 
as a result of the Project, and the 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
Project;” 


The text has been modified as 
presented. 


Section 3.0 has been revised. 
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Revise text accordingly. 


MECP – 46 Section 3, page 24, bullet 7 


To improve clarity and flow, this bullet 
point should come after bullet point 5. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


Bullet moved to bullet position 6. Section 3.0 has been revised. 


MECP – 47 Section 3, page 24, bullet 8 


This statement is repetitive. It is already 
captured in in bullet point 6. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


Bullet deleted due to repetition. Section 3.0 has been revised. 


MECP – 48 Section 3, page 24, bullet 8 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 


“description and documentation of the 
public, agency and stakeholder 
consultations and Indigenous 
communities and groups engagement and 
consultation undertaken during the EA 
process”.  


Revise text accordingly. 


Revised bullet point to further clarify.  


“description and documentation of the 
public, agency, stakeholder, and 
Indigenous communities and groups 
engagement and consultation 
undertaken during the EA process”. 


Section 3.0 has been revised. 


MECP – 49 Section 3, page 24, bullet 9 


To improve clarity, consider the following 


Text modified as presented. Section 3.0 has been revised. 
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revision: 


“pre- and post- development 
environmental monitoring plans, follow-up 
programs, and commitments (as 
necessary); and, 


Revise text accordingly. 


MECP – 50 Section 3, page 24, bullet 10 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 


“supporting documents, maps, etc., or any 
other documents as required under the 
EA Act and its regulations, such as 
Ontario Regulation 334. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Text modified and further clarified:  


“supporting documents, maps, or any 
other documents as required under the 
EA Act and its regulations, such as O. 
Reg. 334.” 


Section 3.0 has been revised. 


MECP – 51 Section 3, page 24 


This list should include a commitment that 
the EA will include a description of the 
effects that will be caused or that might 
reasonably be expected to be caused to 
the environment. Should follow bullet 
point 5. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


Bullet added after point 5. Section 3.0 has been revised. 


MECP – 52 Section 3.1, general Section 3.1 has been incorporated into Section 3.0 has been revised.  
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To improve clarity and flow, it is 
recommended this subsection be moved 
to the end of Section 3. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


Section 3.  


MECP – 53 Section 3.1, page 25 


In accordance with Section 5.2.10 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is important 
that flexibility be incorporated when 
preparing the ToR document. However, 
flexibility is not to allow proponent to 
completely change the scope of their 
study at the EA stage. As such, consider 
the following revision: 


“…To address these potential changes, 
there is a requirement for flexibility within 
the ToR document to lay out a framework 
for a successful EA submission and 
subsequent construction and operational 
phases. Project design updates, study 
area refinements changes, novel 
information, and implementation of input 
from the consultation process are 
examples of new circumstances arising 
during a project lifecycle. These degrees 
of Flexibility allow proponents reasonable 
measures to address unforeseen 
circumstances but still maintain regulatory 
compliance throughout the project phases 
without starting the ToR and EA process 
anew. Some of these changes are likely 


Text modified as presented. Section 3.0 has merged Section 3.1 with 
the recommended modifications.  
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to be minor and have limited 
consequences while others may be more 
significant and require consultation with a 
number of stakeholders and agencies. 
Hydro One has prepared this ToR with the 
most complete state of knowledge at the 
time of its preparation but acknowledges 
the Project may need to adapt to new 
circumstances. If significant changes to 
the project are being considered, Hydro 
One will consult with the MECP to 
determine if the proposed changes can be 
accommodated with the framework of the 
ToR. ” 


Revise text accordingly. 


MECP – 54 Section 3.2, general 


When referencing the Code of Practice, 
specify which section(s) of the Code of 
Practice is being referenced. 


Revise the text accordingly 


Added Section 4.3 reference to Code of 
Practice. 


Section 3.1 section reference has been 
added.  


MECP – 55 Section 3.2, page 25 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph: 


“The EA will be prepared in accordance 
consistent with the requirements on the 
EA Act described in Section 2.1 and in 
accordance with the MECP’s Code 


Text modified as presented. Section 3.1 has been modified.  
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Practice on Preparing and Reviewing 
Environmental Assessments in Ontario” 


Revise text accordingly. 


MECP – 56 Section 3.2, page 26 


Please explain the term “reference 
reports”. Are they detailed technical 
studies completed in support of the EA? 


Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


Reference reports are detailed technical 
studies completed in support of the EA. 
This language has been clarified and a 
reference to Section 4.3 of the Code of 
Practice has been added.  


 


Section 3.1 has been modified.  


MECP – 57 Section 4, general 


This section provides a description of the 
undertaking and an evaluation of 
alternative methods. Both these 
components are important requirements 
of the EA process. As such, to improve 
clarity and flow of the ToR document, it 
would be more appropriate for this 
components to be separated into two 
separate sections: 


• Section 4 – “Description of the 
Undertaking”. This section includes 
Subsections 4.1, 4.6 & 4.7. 


• Section 5 – “Identification and Evaluation 
of Alternatives”. This section includes 
subsection 4.2 to 4.5. It should begin with 


Comment #16 has placed Identification 
and Evaluation of Alternative Methods as 
Section 6. Otherwise, sections have 
been split out accordingly.  


Alternative methods vs. alternatives to 
have been further clarified. 


Sections 4 and 6 have been split out. 
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a brief general summary explaining the 
two different types of alternatives the 
Environmental Assessment Act requires 
proponents to assess (i.e. ‘alternatives to’ 
and ‘alternative methods’ of carrying out 
an undertaking). 


Revise ToR document accordingly. 


MECP – 58 Section 4, general 


Please clarify that this section provides a 
general description of the undertaking. 
Include a commitment that a more 
detailed description of the undertaking will 
be provided in the EA. This description 
should be sufficiently detailed to enable 
the identification an assessment of 
potential effects for all phases of the 
project. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Text has been revised with the following: 
“This section provides a general 
description of the undertaking. A more 
detailed description of the undertaking 
will be provided in the EA. The 
description within the EA will be 
sufficiently detailed to enable the 
identification and assessment of potential 
effects for all phases of the project.” 


 


Section 4.0 has been revised.  


MECP – 59 Section 4.1, general 


Please clearly define the geographical 
boundaries of the study area. In 
accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the 
boundaries should adequately represent 
the geographical area within which the 
potential environmental effects of the 
alternatives being considered and the 
proposed undertaking are likely to occur 


Comment 57 has placed Section 4.1 
after Section 4, which includes the Study 
Area. This section is prior to the 
description of the existing environment 
and will remain in place.  


PSA, LSA and RSA have been defined 
and clarification on updating the study 
areas was added as an EA commitment. 


Section 4.1 has been revised with further 
information.  


32 
 







 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision 


and will be studied. 


Interested government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and members of 
the public rely upon the description of 
study area to determine whether the 
proposed undertaking and its alternatives 
may impact their respective jurisdictional 
mandate, Indigenous rights or interests. It 
is therefore important to explain how the 
boundaries of the study area were 
determined. 


In addition, please include a commitment 
that a more detailed description of the 
study area and how the boundaries of the 
study area were determined will be 
provided in the EA. 


Also, in accordance with Section 5.2.6 of 
the ministry’s Code of Practice, before the 
existing environment is described, a study 
area must be defined. As such, it would 
be more appropriate to move this section 
to Section 6 of this ToR document. 


Revise text and ToR document 
accordingly. Please provide the additional 
information in this section of the ToR. 


MECP – 60 Section 4.1, general 


Hydro One specifies that information from 
NextBridge’s EA document will be used to 


Reference to NextBridge has been 
removed. Clarification on assessment of 
areas previously studied has been made.  


Section 4.1 updated to remove reference 
to NextBridge and clarification on scope 
of studies.  
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supplement the Lake Superior Link EA. 
The ministry would like to emphasize that 
as outlined in our November 14, 2017 
letter to Hydro One and reiterated in 
correspondence from March 16, 2018 and 
April 10, 2018; Hydro One's proposed 
Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
is considered a new undertaking for the 
purpose of the Environmental 
Assessment Act. As such, Hydro One is 
required to complete the requirements of 
the Environmental Assessment Act 
including preparing technical studies for 
analysis and evaluation and consultation 
requirements. This information must be 
completed and submitted as part of the 
Lake Superior Link EA. 


Revise text accordingly. Please remove 
references to NextBridge or the 
NextBridge EA project. See Comment 
#12. 


MECP – 61 Section 4.2, general 


This section discusses alternatives to the 
project and therefore should be renamed 
“Alternatives To”. 


Revise heading accordingly. 


Heading has been modified to 
‘Alternatives To’. 


Section 6.1 has been revised. 


MECP – 62 Section 4.2, general 


This subsection states that an extensive 


Added reference to Section 1 which 
further outlines the IESO/OPA process to 
determine the scope and need of the 


Section 6.1 modified to include reference 
to other Section 1.  
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‘alternatives to’ assessment (i.e. local 
generation and other transmission 
solutions etc.) had been previously 
performed by OPA and IESO, and the 
proposed expansion to the East West Tie 
corridor was identified as the preferred 
option. 


Although Hydro One is proposing to 
prepare a focused EA, a detailed 
summary of the assessment conducted by 
OPA and IESO should be presented in 
the ToR document. The ToR should 
include some analysis of ‘alternatives to’ 
to provide the necessary justification and 
rationale for why the expansion of the 
current East West Tie corridor is the 
preferred option. This information should 
also be confirmed and validated by 
providing supporting documentation. 


Revise this section accordingly. Please 
provide a detailed summary and analysis 
of the ‘alternatives to’ assessment 
conducted through OPA and IESO 
planning processes. Include any further 
details as supporting documentation. 


Project. Supporting information is also 
available in an information packet.  


MECP – 63 Section 4.2, page 27 


A reference to “East-West Tie project” is 
confusing because there is currently 
another EA project with the same name. It 
would be better to frame it as the 


The following text has been modified: 


“The East-West Tie Corridor Expansion 
project has been identified by the 
Ministry of Energy, the OEB and the 
IESO as a priority project, as per an 


Section 6.1 has been modified with 
updated text.  
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summary of the proposed expansion of 
the East-West Tie corridor. To improve 
clarity, consider the following revision: 


“The expansion of the East-West tie 
project corridor has been identified by the 
Ministry of Energy, the OEB and the IESO 
as a priority project, as per an Order-in-
Council issued by the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council on March 4, 2016. As 
such, this ToR proposes and will utilize a 
focused EA will be prepared method. 


Order-in-Council issued by the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council on March 
4, 2016. As such, this ToR proposes a 
focused EA will be prepared. “ 


MECP – 64 Section 4.2, page 28 


This paragraph is very confusing. At some 
points, it is unclear whether you are 
referring to alternatives to or alternative 
methods. To improve clarity, consider the 
following revision: 


“Under In accordance with subsections 
6(2) (c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act, a 
focused EA will be prepared. The 
assessment of alternatives to the 
undertaking and approach will take into 
account the IESO and OPA planning 
processes recommendations. As such, 
the need and method for the goals of the 
project have has been clearly identified 
and the ToR EA will not contain an 
assessment of alternatives to the 
undertaking. 


Alternative Methods have been moved to 
Section 6.3. The proposed text 
modifications have been implemented. 


Section 6.1 modified, moved alternative 
methods to Section 6.3. 
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It is also recommended that any 
discussion of alternative methods of 
carrying out the undertaking be moved to 
Section 4.4. 


Revise this section accordingly 


MECP – 65 Section 4.3 


In accordance with Section 5.2.5 of the 
Code of Practice, the “Do Nothing” 
alternative should always be considered. 
It acts as a starting point for the 
comparison of alternatives. 


See Comment #42. Revise this section 
accordingly. 


The Do Nothing alternative will be 
considered. Text has been revised to 
reflect this approach. 


Section 6.2 has been modified to include 
a Do Nothing alternative.  


MECP – 66 Section 4.4, general 


This section discusses alternatives 
methods of carrying out the undertaking 
and therefore should be renamed 
“Alternatives Methods of Carrying out the 
Undertaking” 


As such, there needs to be a clear 
statement at the beginning of this section 
listing the alternative methods of carrying 
out the undertaking that will be identified, 
evaluated and assessed in the EA. This is 
not limited to just routing alternatives. For 
instance, alternative methods should 


Renamed “Alternatives Methods of 
Carrying out the Undertaking” section 
6.3. Added additional methods and 
provided subsections for them. 


Section 6.3 has been renamed. 


Added subsections 6.3.1., 6.3.2, and 
6.3.3 for alternative routes, alternative 
designs, and local refinements. 
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include but not limited to: 


• Alternative routes between the Thunder 
Bay and Wawa 


• Local refinements to the Reference 
Route 


• Alternative designs: 


O Towers (i.e. types and specific siting), 
new access roads etc. 


This should be following by subsections 
for each of the above referenced 
alternative methods which will provide 
further information and preliminary details. 


Revise heading and text accordingly. 
Please provide the additional information 
in this section of the ToR. 


MECP – 67 Section 4.4, general 


Need to expand on the explanation for 
limiting the number of route alternatives to 
be considered in the EA (i.e. connection 
criteria and Provincial Policy Statement). 
Our understanding is that there are a 
number of linear corridors that are located 
between Thunder Bay and Wawa. Why 
will the EA not identify, evaluate and 
assess all these potential corridors? 


Text has been revised to the following: 


“There are a number of existing linear 
corridors between Thunder Bay and 
Wawa which would satisfy the 
connection criteria for the Project. The 
identified route alternatives have been 
presented due to cost, construction, 
operation, maintenance, reliability, 
stakeholder consultation and 
environmental concerns. Large portions 
of the proposed corridor have been 


Section 6.3.1 has been modified to 
include an explanation on route 
alternatives. 
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If limiting the number of route alternatives 
to be considered in the EA, thorough 
justification and rationale is required. In 
accordance with section 5.2.5 of the Code 
of Practice, the ToR should provide 
justification for limiting the examination of 
alternatives and a statement of the 
rationale for the alternatives that will be 
examined the EA. This should be 
accompanied by supporting 
documentation. 


Furthermore, provide background on the 
reference route and the justification for its 
use. 


If justification and rationale for limiting the 
number of route alternatives to be 
considered in the EA cannot be provided 
in the ToR, please include a commitment 
that a thorough screening of the route 
alternatives will be provided in the EA (i.e. 
the EA will identify, evaluate and assess a 
reasonable range of potential linear 
corridors that are located between 
Thunder Bay and Wawa). 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information in this section of 
the ToR. 


previously studied and significant public 
and Indigenous consultation has gone 
into identifying the proposed route 
alternatives. Section 5.2.5 of the Code of 
Practice states the ToR should provide 
justification for limiting the examination of 
alternatives and a statement of the 
rationale for the alternatives that will be 
examined the EA. A thorough screening 
of route alternatives will be provided in 
the EA.” 


  


MECP – 68 Section 4.4, page 29 


Section 5.2.5 of the ministry’s Code of 


List of questions has been removed. Removed list from Section 6.3.1. 
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Practice identifies a number of questions 
that can be used by proponents when 
determining the alternatives that should 
be considered during the EA process. 
These questions are designed to aid 
proponents in identifying and determining 
an initial range of alternatives, that may 
reasonably address the problem or 
opportunity that prompted the initiation of 
the EA process and be within a 
proponent’s ability to implement, that 
should be carried forward for further 
consideration during the EA process. 
These questions are not intended to be 
used as a means by which alternatives 
are compared and assessed or by which 
a preferred alternative is determined. 


Please remove text regarding the 
questions listed in section 5.2.5 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice. 


MECP – 69 Section 4.4.1, general 


Local refinements to the reference route 
might be required as a result of 
consultation, to avoid sensitive 
environmental features (natural, socio-
economic, cultural etc.), technical 
considerations, and request of 
landowners. This needs to be clearly 
articulate in this subsection. 


Also, please statement that the need for 


Added text:  


“Local refinements to the reference route 
might be required as a result of 
consultation, to avoid sensitive 
environmental features (natural, socio-
economic, cultural etc.), technical 
considerations, and request of 
landowners. The need for local 
refinements to the reference route and 
final siting will be determined and 


Section 6.3.3 has been revised.  
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local refinements to the reference route 
and final siting will be determined and 
evaluated during the EA process. 


Revise text accordingly. 


evaluated during the EA process.” 


MECP – 70 Section 4.4.1, page 30 


The last three paragraphs on this page 
briefly describe a preliminary list of criteria 
and indicators (i.e. Appendix 2 of the draft 
ToR) and a preliminary assessment and 
evaluation methodology that will be 
utilized during the EA process. However 
the discussion only refers to the 
alternatives methods related to local 
refinements to the reference route and is 
insufficient. 


To improve clarity and flow, any 
discussion of the preliminary list of criteria 
and indicators (i.e. Appendix 2 of the draft 
ToR) and a preliminary assessment and 
evaluation methodology should be moved 
to Section 4.5 of this ToR document. 


In addition, this discussion should be 
general and apply to all alternative 
methods. In accordance with Section 
5.2.7 of the ministry’s Code of Practice, it 
is the ministry’s expectation that Hydro 
One will conduct a systematic evaluation 
of all the alternative methods of carrying 


Text moved to Section 6.4 to discuss 
alternative methods (not just alternative 
routes). 


“When alternative methods are being 
considered, a local study area will be 
established. Data will be collected for 
environmental features within the study 
area to identify the preferred alternative 
method. This data is intended to assist in 
determining the overall effect of the ROW 
alignment on the natural, socio-economic 
and cultural/built environments to 
develop appropriate mitigation measures. 
These evaluation criteria and indicators 
may be subject to refinement and 
modification during the EA process 
based on study findings, consultation and 
provincial policy. Technical, 
administrative and cost criteria will also 
be considered in this process.” 


 


Last 3 paragraphs of Section 4.4.1 has 
been moved to Section 6.4 (old Section 
4.5). 
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out the undertaking. 


Please remove text regarding preliminary 
list of criteria and indicators and the 
preliminary assessment and evaluation 
methodology. See Comment #71. 


MECP – 71 Section 4.5, general 


The purpose of this section is to describe 
the approach to be taken in the 
assessment and evaluation of the 
alternatives in the EA. At the heart of the 
EA planning process in Ontario is the 
comparative analysis of alternatives, 
assessing advantages and disadvantages 
and determining the best alternative that 
is appropriate to address the problem or 
opportunity. 


In accordance with Section 5.2.7 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, proponents 
must conduct a systematic evaluation of 
the alternatives. 


Evaluation Methodology 


The ToR should either identify the 
evaluation method(s) to be used and the 
reason for its selection or outline the 
general parameters that will be used to 
identify the evaluation method(s) in the 
EA. 


Section 6.4 has been significantly 
amended and expanded to incorporate 
the suggested text inclusions and 
commitments for outlining the 
methodology to alternative method 
assessment.  


Information on development of the 
criteria and indicators was also added to 
the section and so were commitments to 
outline preliminary criteria, rationale and 
data sources and their refinement during 
consultation. 


Section 6.4 has been modified. 
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Please clearly indicated at the evaluation 
method(s) will be used during EA process 
to assess: 


• Potential environmental effects 


• Impact management measures 


• Net effects 


• advantages and disadvantages of the 
alternatives on the environment during all 
phases of the project (i.e. construction, 
operation, maintenance etc.). 


The method(s) chosen must be able to 
produce an assessment that is clear 
logical and traceable. 


Criterial and Indicators 


The evaluation method(s) are based on a 
set of criteria and indicators. Sufficient 
information about the criteria and 
indicators, or how they will be developed, 
should be given in the ToR to ensure that 
they can be understood by interested 
persons who are then able to provide 
informed comments. 


For instance, the ToR should explain the 
rationale for the selection of each of the 
proposed criteria and indicators, and an 
explanation about how each criteria and 
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indicator may be further developed during 
the EA process. 


Data Sources 


The main body of the ToR should state 
the potential data sources for the criteria 
and indicators that will be used during the 
EA process. 


Overall 


Please indicate that the information 
provided in this section is preliminary and 
more detail will be provided in the EA. 
Include a commitment in the ToR 
document that the criteria, indicators and 
evaluation method(s) will be further 
developed and refined during the EA 
process, in consultation with the public, 
government agencies, Indigenous 
communities, and any other interested 
persons. 


Please revise this section accordingly. 


MECP – 72 Section 4.6, page 31 


If the general location of the project and 
certain technical considerations has been 
determined through another planning 
process, then those details needs to be 
clearly presented in this section of the 
ToR document and the associated 


Text modified to incorporate additional 
information on the background of the 
technical and location considerations as 
identified by the IESO/OPA/OEB.  


Section 4.2 text has been modified. 
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supporting documentation must be 
provided. (See Comments #1 and #14). 


Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
supporting documentation to confirm and 
validate the information provided (See 
Comment #1 and #14). 


MECP – 73 Section 4.6.1, general 


This section briefly describes alternative 
design considerations and preliminary 
assessment and evaluation methodology 
that will be utilized during the EA process. 
As per Comment #70, to improve clarity 
and flow, any discussion of criteria and 
indicators and a preliminary assessment 
and evaluation methodology should be 
moved to Section 4.5 of this ToR 
document. This discussion should be 
general and apply to all alternative 
methods of carrying out the undertaking. 


Please revise this section accordingly. 
See Comment #71 


Text has been updated with: Design 
considerations are applicable to all 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking. 


Section 4.2.1 has been moved under 
Section 4.2 (old Section 4.5). 


MECP – 74 Section 4.6.2, general 


Any discussion of the technical 
considerations for the transmission line 
ROW should include all proposed routes 
and not be specific to the reference route 
(i.e. “For the section of the line through 
PNP…”). The preferred transmission line 


Text modified to outline design criteria in 
a more generic manner: 


New ROWs not adjacent to the existing 
East-West Tie corridor, typically up to 46 
m wide, will be cleared of vegetation to 
accommodate the transmission line. For 
any alternative routes where quad-circuit 


Section 4.2.2 has been modified to 
remove presuppositions of the EA.  
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route will be determined through the EA 
process and the ToR should not 
presuppose the outcome of the EA. 


towers would be proposed as a design 
consideration, the corridor will not be 
widened and as such no vegetation 
removals would be required outside the 
existing ROW. 


MECP – 75 Section 4.6.3, page 32 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the last sentence: “This will be 
confirmed in the detail design stage for 
the Project. further discussed in the EA” 


Revise text accordingly. 


Text has been revised as presented.  Section 4.2.3 has been modified. 


MECP – 76 Section 4.6.4, general 


Only temporary access roads are 
mentioned; however, will any of the 
access roads be considered permanent? 
Will these be new access roads or 
extensions to existing access roads? 


Revise text accordingly. 


Information on access roads has been 
added to this section. 


Text modified in Section 4.2.4. 


MECP – 77 Section 4.6.6, general 


Will there be a need for construction 
camps? All components and structures 
associated with construction should be 
identified and discussed in the EA. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Text added: 


“The need for construction camps during 
the execution of the project is 
expected. These camps are anticipated 
to be located in Nipigon, Marathon and 
White River in areas that are in proximity 
of the laydown yards and have easy 
access to the fly yards and major access 


Added Section 4.2.9 
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points. Accommodations will also be 
sought in both Thunder Bay and Wawa, 
however we anticipate that the local 
infrastructure would be able to 
accommodate the anticipated labour 
force.” 


MECP – 78 Section 4.7.2, general 


The heading for this section should 
include “Maintenance” (i.e. operation and 
maintenance). 


Does the Transmission Vegetation 
Management Program apply to this 
project? If so please provide further 
information. 


Revise heading accordingly. Please 
provide any additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


Text added: 


A Transmission Vegetation Management 
Program developed within Hydro One will 
apply to the operation and maintenance 
of the corridor. 


Section 4.3.2 has been modified. 


MECP – 79 Section 4.7.3, general 


What are examples of decommissioning 
activities for this type of project? 


Please include a commitment in this 
section of the ToR that states if 
decommissioning activities are required, a 
detailed review of the potential 
environmental effects and mitigation 
measures will be provide. 


Text added: 


“If decommissioning activities are 
required, a detailed review of the 
potential environmental effects and 
mitigation measures will be provide” 


Section 4.3.3 has been modified.  
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Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
any additional information in this section 
of the ToR. 


MECP – 80 Section 5, page 36 & Figure 5 


While the ministry understands 
proponents have specific project 
schedules they strive to maintain, delays 
may occur. However, it should be the 
purpose of Figure 5 to highlight the key 
milestones during in the EA process to 
ensure that interested persons 
understand the process, and when they 
are able to review documents and provide 
comments before decision are made. 


As such, to improve clarity, please 
remove the “when” column in Figure 5 
and the second last sentence on page 36: 
“The timelines in the figure are required to 
meeting the project need date.” 


Figure 5 has been removed as without 
specific timelines it is duplication of 
Figure 3. 


Figure 5 modified. 


MECP – 81 Figure 5, page 37 


There are other key milestones after the 
formal submission of a final EA document 
that are absent from in Figure 5 (i.e. 
Inspection of the Ministry Review). In 
order to improve transparency, please 
incorporate the missing key milestones. 
Refer to Appendix A: Environmental 
Assessment Process Timelines of the 


Figure 5 has been removed as without 
specific timelines it is duplication of 
Figure 3. 


Figure 5 removed.  
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ministry’s Code of Practice. 


In addition, the “Specific Consultation 
Activities” should specify that 
documentation (i.e. draft & final ToRs and 
EAs) will be reviewed by government 
agencies and Indigenous communities, as 
well as the public. 


Revise Figure 5 accordingly. 


MECP – 82 Section 5.1, page 38 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first sentence: 


“…best practices in public and 
stakeholder consultation and 
engagement…” 


Revise text accordingly. 


Text has been revised as presented. Section 9.1 has been revised. 


MECP – 83 Section 5.2, general 


This section should be incorporated as a 
subsection under Section 5.5 
“Consultation Plan for the EA” 


Revise ToR document accordingly. 


Text has been moved. Section moved to 9.4.3 under 
Consultation Plan for the EA.  


MECP – 84 Section 5.2, page 38 


Stakeholders should be consulted 
throughout the EA process and not just 


Text modified:  


The following stakeholders will be 


Section 9.4.3 modified accordingly.  
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with regard to alternative methods. Please 
revise the last sentence of the first 
paragraph accordingly. 


Revise text accordingly. 


consulted throughout the EA process 


MECP – 85 Section 5.2, page 39 


Third Paragraph - Section 5.3 provides 
further information and details regarding 
Duty to Consult and Indigenous 
community consultation. As such, to 
improve clarity, the third paragraph should 
include a reference to Section 5.3. 


Fourth Paragraph - Please include a 
commitment that the comprehensive 
project contact list will continually be 
reviewed and updated during the EA 
process. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


Third paragraph has been revised to 
incorporate a reference to section 9.2 
 
In delegating procedural aspects of 
consultation, the Ministry of Energy has 
identified fourteen First Nations and four 
Métis Groups as having a potential 
interest in the Project. The duty to 
consult is discussed further in Section 
9.2 
 
Fourth paragraph has been revised to: 
“A comprehensive contact list is being 
maintained from the outset of the Project. 
Hydro One is committed that the 
comprehensive project contact list is 
continually reviewed and updated during 
the EA process as contacts change and 
new contacts are identified through 
consultation activities.” 
 


Section 9.4.3 revised accordingly.  


MECP – 86 Section 5.2, page 39 


These bullet points are describing the 
consultation and engagement activities 
planned for the project during the EA 
process. To improve clarity and flow of the 
ToR document, it would be more 
appropriate for this information to be 


List moved and incorporated into list 
under 9.4.1. 


Removed reference to draft and final 
ToR. 


Draft and final ToR and EA documents 
will be distributed to government 


Section 9.4.1 has incorporated these 
changes.  
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moved and incorporated into to the list in 
Section 5.5.1. 


In addition, the last bullet point should 
remove reference to “draft and final ToR”. 
Any consultation and engagement 
activities related to the preparation of the 
Terms of Reference should be described 
in Section 5.4. 


Also, the last bullet should specify that 
documents will be made available to 
government agencies and Indigenous 
communities for review, in addition to the 
public. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


agencies, key interest groups, and 
municipal officials and staff of 
communities along the project route. 


MECP – 87 Section 5.3, general 


This section should reflect the up-to-date 
status of the delegation and notification. In 
addition, to improve clarity and flow, it 
would be more appropriate for the list of 
communities as described in Section 
5.4.2, to be incorporated into this section 
of the ToR document. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


The section has been updated with the 
list of communities.  


Section 9.2 updated with list of 
communities.  


MECP – 88 Section 5.4, general 


In accordance with Section 5.2.9 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, do not 


Section 9.3 renamed to Consultation on 
the ToR. 


Section has been written in past tense 


Section 9.3 has been modified 
accordingly. 
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confuse consultation plan with record of 
consultation. 


The consultation plan is for future 
consultation that will take place during the 
preparation of the EA. 


The record of consultation is for past 
consultation that took place during the 
preparation of the ToR. As such, this 
section of the ToR document should 
summarize the consultation activities that 
occurred and their results. In addition, 
proponents must submit a separate and 
more detailed document called a Record 
of Consultation. See Comment #2. 


In order to improve clarity, the heading for 
this section should be revised: 
“Consultation Plan for on the ToR”. In 
addition, each of the subsection (i.e. 5.4.1 
to 5.4.3) should be written in past tense 
since they are summarizing what has 
already occurred. 


where appropriate.  


 


MECP – 89 Section 5.5.1, page 45 


The review of a draft EA document should 
be its own separate bullet point. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


Review of a Draft EA document – Hydro 
One will notify stakeholders, government 
agencies, Indigenous communities and 
other interested parties on the contact list 
that the Draft EA document is available 
for review. 


Section 9.4.1 has been modified.  


MECP – 90 Section 5.5.2, general Removed term groups from all language Section 9.4.2 (old Section 5.5.2) has 
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Refer to comments from Peter Brown, 


Indigenous Consultation Advisor, Client 
Services and Permissions Branch, MECP. 


The EA consultation plan for Indigenous 
communities should clearly set out the 
steps a proponent intends to take with 
respect to consultation activities. It should 
include, but not limited to, consideration of 
the following: 


• How Indigenous communities will be 
notified and consulted. This includes a 
description of the consultation activities 
planned (i.e. notifications, information 
sharing opportunities, open houses, 
individual meetings with the community 
etc.). 


• Points in the EA process when 
Indigenous communities will be consulted. 


• Methods that will be used to consult with 
Indigenous communities. 


• Identify the decisions that Indigenous 
communities can provide input to and 
what role Indigenous communities play 
when the proponent makes decisions. 


• How traditional knowledge will be 
incorporated. 


used for Indigenous communities. 


Text outlining that the EA consultation 
plan for Indigenous communities will 
clearly set out the steps Hydro One 
intends to take with respect to 
consultation activities. 


Added text for clarification: In addition to 
the tailored consultation approach for 
Indigenous communities, all public 
consultation processes and specific 
consultation activities outlined in Section 
Error! Reference source not found. 
and throughout Section Error! 
Reference source not found. will be 
available to Indigenous communities. 


been revised. 
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Consultation plans should be developed 
and refined in consultation with 
Indigenous communities. Each community 
may have different approaches and/or 
preferences with regard to consultation 
and engagement. As such, some 
communities may prefer to have 
individualized plans. 


Other Items 


Please specify in this section that 
Indigenous communities are welcome to 
participate in the public consultation 
activities, in addition to the ones planned 
specifically for Indigenous communities. 


Please remove the word “groups” from all 
references to “Indigenous communities 
and groups”. The appropriate reference is 
just “Indigenous communities” 


Revise this section accordingly. 


MECP – 91 Section 5.5.3, general 


The appropriate reference is “government 
agencies” and not just “agency”. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


References to agency throughout the 
document have been revised to include 
government agencies.  


All sections of ToR. 


MECP – 92 Section 5.5.4, general 


Please use one term (i.e. record) when 


Record has been standardized. Log and 
database have been removed.  


Section 9.4.5.  
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referring to the consultation record. Too 
many terms (i.e. log, database etc.) is 
confusing. 


Please clarify the last sentence in this 
section: “The Record of Consultation for 
the ToR EA will be submitted…” 


Revise text accordingly. 


Modifications made to last sentence. 


MECP – 93 Section 5.6, page 49 


Please specify: “all comments and inputs 
received from the public, government 
agencies and Indigenous communities will 
be documented…” 


Revise text accordingly. 


All comments and input received from 
the public, government agencies, and 
Indigenous communities will be 
documented in a summary table and 
included in the EA document as part of 
the Record of Consultation. 


Section 9.5 revised. 


MECP – 94 Section 6, general 


The section notes that environmental 
studies have been completed by another 
proponent. Hydro One specifies that they 
intend on using this information and will 
conduct a gap analysis to identify the 
need of verification or collection of data to 
complete the description of the 
environment.  


What are the environmental studies you 
are referring too and by which proponent? 
Is this reference to NextBridge and the 
NextBridge EA? The ministry would like to 


Direct references to NextBridge will be 
removed. Desktop studies will 
supplement any proposed EA studies. 


Where studies have been conducted on 
the proposed corridor and they apply to 
the project, Hydro One will not duplicate 
these studies, but instead use publicly 
available information to inform 
assessment efforts. Hydro One will 
conduct the appropriate studies where 
information is needed to satisfy the EA 
requirements. The current preliminary 
focus of field surveys includes Pukaskwa 
National Park, the transmission corridor 


Section 5 revised.  


55 
 







 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision 


emphasize that as outlined in our 
November 14, 2017 letter to Hydro One 
and reiterated in correspondence from 
March 16, 2018 and April 10, 2018; Hydro 
One's proposed Lake Superior Link 
Transmission Project is considered a new 
undertaking for the purpose of the 
Environmental Assessment Act. As such, 
Hydro One is required to complete the 
requirements of the Environmental 
Assessment Act including preparing 
technical studies for analysis and 
evaluation and consultation requirements. 
This information must be completed and 
submitted as part of the Lake Superior 
Link EA. 


Revise text accordingly. Please remove 
references to other proponent’s 
environmental studies throughout this 
section. See Comment #12 and #60. 


between Wawa and Marathon, the 
Dorion area, temporary and permanent 
access roads, laydown areas, fly yards 
and any additional areas identified as a 
concern. Hydro One will continue to 
engage regulators to ensure the baseline 
data is adequate for the EA. 


Text revised to the following: 


The biophysical and socio-economic 
baseline environmental conditions of the 
reference route alternative and much of 
the reference route have been recently 
extensively studied and these results are 
publicly available. Where there is an 
overlap of the study areas, Hydro One is 
generally not duplicating these studies, 
but using the information available 
publicly through existing environmental 
studies already funded by the ratepayers 
of Ontario. 


MECP – 95 Section 6, general 


Please include a commitment in the ToR 
document that a more detailed description 
of the environment and the baseline 
conditions for all environmental 
components will be provided in the EA. 


Revise text accordingly. 


More detailed description of the 
environment and the baseline conditions 
for all environmental components will be 
provided in the EA. 


 


Section 5 revised.  


56 
 







 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision 


MECP – 96 Section 6.1 and 6.2, general 


The subsections of Section 6.1 and 6.2 
provide information on proposed data 
collection tools/methods (i.e. studies, 
tests, surveys or mapping etc.) for each of 
the environmental components; however, 
in accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR 
should provide a preliminary description of 
the environment and baseline conditions. 


The current descriptions of each of the 
environment components have limited 
information. Descriptions of the 
environment and baseline conditions 
should be sufficiently detailed to allow the 
government agencies to determine 
whether the proposed studies will meet 
the information requirements of the 
particular agency. 


For instance, further information that can 
be included, but not limited to: 


• A description of the Lake Superior 
Watershed and any secondary or tertiary 
watersheds 


• A preliminary list of SARs in the study 
area 


• A list of the species of fish that are 
expected based on aquatic features of the 


Additional information on the 
environmental components in Sections 
6.1, 6.2 and 6.3 have been added to 
bolster understanding of their current 
state. These sections have been revised 
substantially to provide additional 
information on existing environmental 
conditions. 


Sections 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3 have been 
revised substantially to reflect comments.  
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study area. 


Please provide further information on 
baseline conditions for each of the 
environmental components. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


MECP – 97 Section 6.1 and 6.2, general 


In accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR 
should include a list and brief explanation 
of the tools (i.e. studies, tests, surveys, 
mapping etc.) that will be used to provide 
a more detailed description of the 
environment in the EA. Lists will not 
preclude proponents from conducting 
additional and more detailed studies as 
part of the EA. 


Although the subsections of Section 6.1 
and 6.2 provide information on proposed 
data collection tools/methods, to improve 
clarity and flow, this information should be 
integrated into one subsection. As such, 
please incorporate a subsection in 
Section 6 that includes a list and a brief 
explanation for each of the available or 
existing data collection tools (i.e. studies, 
tests, surveys or mapping etc.) that were 
used to determine the existing conditions 
of each component of the environment. 
Also, please include a list and a brief 


Significantly revised Sections 5. Overall 
data collection methodology has been 
placed into its own section and data 
sources have been tabulated. Where 
appropriate, study-specific data collection 
methodology is briefly discussed under 
the study subheadings where it is most 
pertinent. 


Study methods have been listed. 


The scope and intensity of study and its 
associated data collection methodology 
will be further refined during the EA 
process throughout consultation with 
stakeholders, Indigenous communities, 
data gap analysis, in response to novel 
information and Project refinements. 


Section 5.1 (Data Collection 
Methodology) and 5.1.1 (Published 
Sources of Information) have been added 
to provide a clearer flow and structure for 
data collection methodology. Sections 
and subsections under 5.2 and 5.3 have 
been revised to reflect the updated 
methodology sections.  
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explanation of the data collection tools 
(i.e. studies, tests, surveys, mapping etc.) 
that will be carried out to provide a more 
detailed description of the environment in 
the EA. 


Overall, sufficient information should be 
given in the ToR to ensure that data 
collection tools/methods can be 
understood by interested government 
agencies, Indigenous communities and 
members of the public who are then able 
to provide informed comments. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


MECP – 98 Section 6.1.1 to 6.1.2, general 


Field work may be required to gather 
information on environmental baseline 
conditions. As such, please remove 
references to “no field work” and include 
statements such as “desktop studies will 
be used and supplemented with field work 
where required” or “field work will be 
conducted if necessary” etc. 


Revise these subsections accordingly. 


No field work has been replaced with 
‘desktop studies will be used and 
supplemented with field work, where 
required.’ 


Sections 5.1.1 and 5.1.2 have been 
modified accordingly. 


MECP – 99 Section 6.1.6, page 56 


The last paragraph provides general 
information and references all 
environmental components. As such, it 


All information collected as part of the 
natural environment field programs will 
be used in the EA, to identify potential 
effects and practicable mitigation 
measures, and to fine tune the locations 


Last paragraph of Section 5.1.6 has been 
moved to Section 5.1. 
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would be more appropriate to move this to 
the beginning of Section 6.1 of this ToR 
document. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


of towers, access roads and water 
crossings (where appropriate). 
Information will also be used for any 
approvals that may be required prior to 
construction. 


MECP – 100 Section 6.1.8, general 


Please specify that potential project 
emission sources will be evaluated 
against regulatory standards in the EA. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Potential Project emission sources will be 
evaluated against regulatory standards in 
the EA. 


Section 5.1.8 modified accordingly.  


MECP – 101 Section 6.1.9, general 


Please specify that potential noise 
emission sources will be evaluated 
against regulatory standards in the EA. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Potential noise emission sources will be 
evaluated against regulatory standards in 
the EA. 


Section 5.1.9 modified accordingly. 


MECP - 102 Section 6.2, general 


To improve clarity and flow, considering 
separating the socio-economic 
environmental components and the 
cultural/built environment components into 
two separate sections. 


Revise ToR document accordingly. 


Section 5.2 has been split into Section 
5.2 and 5.3 separating the socio-
economic environmental components 
and the cultural/built environment 
components. 


Sections 5.2 and 5.3 have been revised.  


MECP - 103 Section 6.2.3, page 58 Text revised as presented.  Section 5.2.2 has been revised. 
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To improve clarity, considering the 
following revision to the first sentence of 
the last paragraph that: “The EA will 
describe and assess existing commercial, 
recreational and industrial activities…” 


Revise text accordingly. 


MECP - 104 Section 6.2.5, general 


Refer to comments from Peter Brown, 
Indigenous Consultation Advisor, Client 
Services and Permissions Branch, MECP. 


Indigenous community-specific criteria 
and indicators may be required for the 
evaluation of alternatives and assessment 
of the preferred undertaking. Please 
include a commitment in the ToR that 
specifies criteria and indicators of 
relevance to Indigenous communities will 
be developed in consultation with 
Indigenous communities. 


Revise text accordingly. 


Criteria and indicators of relevance to 
Indigenous communities will be 
developed in consultation with 
Indigenous communities. 


Section 5.3.2 has been revised.  


MECP - 105 Section 6.2.7, page 60 


The landscape characteristic should be 
described for the entire study area, not 
just “the area located West of Nigigon, 
and the Pukaskwa River Provincial Park”. 
As such please remove this reference. 


During the EA, the Project team will 
prepare a description of the landscape 
character within the study areas, 
identifying landscape settings and 
features of importance. This assessment 
will focus on valued viewpoints by the 
public and those identified by the project 
team as contributing to the aesthetic 


Section 5.2.5 has been revised.  
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Revise text accordingly. character of an area (e.g., ESA’s and 
river valleys). Ongoing consultation has 
also identified potential areas of visual 
assessment that will be considered. The 
team will review available models for this 
assessment.  


MECP - 106 Section 6.2.8, general 


Has there been any preliminary 
consultation with municipalities, MTO etc. 
regarding services and infrastructure? 
Please provide the additional information 
as part of the Record of Consultation (See 
Comment 2).  


Record of consultation will contain 
consultation with municipalities and other 
government agencies. 


N/A 


MECP - 107 Section 6.2.9, general 


What are the Hydro One Land Acquisition 
Compensation Principles? Please provide 
further information. 


Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 


Added text:  


LACP are project-specific land 
acquisition compensation principles are 
founded upon Hydro One’s past 
experience pertaining to land acquisition 
matters for new transmission projects. 
Hydro One’s central consideration has 
been the need for Property Owners to 
have flexibility and choice while 
balancing Hydro One’s desire to achieve 
timely acquisition of property interests 
and its obligation to ensure that 
expenditures are fair and reasonable to 
ratepayers. 


Section 5.2.7 has been modified. 


MECP - 108 Section 7, general Section 7 has been modified to 
incorporate refinement of evaluation of 


Section 7 has been revised accordingly.  
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Once the assessment and comparative 
evaluation of the alternatives is 
completed, a preferred undertaking will be 
identified. The purpose of this section is to 
describe the approach to be taken in the 
evaluation of the environmental effects of 
preferred undertaking. The intent is to 
allow the additional details developed on 
the preferred undertaking (i.e. design, 
operations etc.) to be assessed. It also 
allows for the evaluation of impact 
management measures and net effects 
within the context of a more 
comprehensive description for the 
preferred undertaking. 


In accordance with Section 5.2.7 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR 
should either identify the evaluation 
method(s) to be used and the reason for 
its selection or outline the general 
parameters that will be used to identify the 
evaluation method(s) in the EA.  


Please clearly indicated at the evaluation 
method(s) will be used during EA process 
to assess: 


• Potential environmental effects 


• Impact management measures 


• Net effects 


Project effects and the suggested 
changes in this comment. 
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• advantages and disadvantages 


of the undertaking on the environment 
during all phases of the project (i.e. 
construction, operation, maintenance 
etc.). 


The method(s) chosen must be able to 
produce an assessment that is clear 
logical and traceable. 


MECP - 109 Section 7, page 61 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: “The following section identifies 
the potential effects assessment and 
evaluation and associated mitigation 
measures to address them avoid or 
minimize negative effects. Table 2 
identifies the preliminary environmental 
features and technical considerations that 
will be applied assessed in the evaluation 
of potential environmental effects.” 


Please include a statement that the 
preliminary list of features/considerations 
will be developed and refined during the 
EA process in consultation with the public, 
government agencies, Indigenous 
communities, and any other interested 
persons. 


Are you referring to the preliminary criteria 
and indicators in Appendix 2? If so please 


The following section identifies the 
potential effects evaluation and 
associated mitigation measures to avoid 
or minimize negative effects. Table 7 
identifies the preliminary environmental 
features and technical considerations 
that will be assessed in the evaluation of 
potential environmental effects. 


A preliminary list of criteria and indicators 
can be found in Appendix 1. 


 


Section 7 has been revised accordingly.  
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reference in the text. 


Revise text accordingly. 


MECP - 110 Section 7, page 62 


This first paragraph discusses mitigation 
measures. However, to improve clarity 
and flow of the ToR document, it would be 
more appropriate for the discussions 
regarding the assessment of potential 
environmental effects and mitigation 
measures to be separated into two 
separate subsections: i.e. ‘Effects 
Assessment’ & ‘Mitigation Measures’. 


Also consider the following revision: 
“Mitigation measures will be developed 
and described in the EA to avoid or 
minimize negative effects due to 
construction and operation of the project 
with due consideration of cost, safety, 
feasibility and technical standards. “ 


Please clarify what phases are included in 
‘pre- and post-operational”. 


Revise text and this section accordingly. 


Mitigation measures have been placed 
into Section 7.3. 


Proposed text revisions have 
implemented. 


Pre-and post- have been clarified to 
construction and operation, respectively.  


The EA will recommend construction and 
operational monitoring programs 
designed to verify effects prediction, the 
effectiveness of mitigation measures and 
the need for any remedial measures, 
should they be necessary.  


Section 7.3 created for mitigation 
measures. 


MECP - 111 Section 7.1 and 7.2, general 


The information presented in these 
sections needs to be revised in order to 
improve clarity and flow. Potential 


Sections 7.1 and 7.2 have been moved 
to the end of Section 6. Appendix 1 has 
been substantially revised and sections 
have been incorporated into the 


Sections 7.1 and 7.2 have been moved to 
the end of Section 6. Appendix 1 
modified accordingly. 
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environmental effects, mitigation 
measures, evaluation methods for 
alternatives, criteria and indicators, data 
sources etc. are all discussed at once. 
However, this information should be 
separated and incorporated into the 
appropriate corresponding sections of the 
ToR document (as facilitated by my 
comments on the draft ToR). 


Potential environmental effects and 
mitigation measures 


The preliminary information discussed in 
Section 7.1 and 7.2 with regards to the 
potential environmental effects and 
mitigation measures, is related to the 
assessment and evaluation of the 
alternatives and the preferred 
undertaking. As such, it would be more 
appropriate for this information to be 
incorporated as subsections at the end of 
Section 6 of this ToR document. 


In addition, to improve clarity, it is 
recommended that this information in 
sections 7.1 and 7.2 be put into tabular 
format. 


Revise this section and ToR document 
accordingly. 


preliminary criteria and indicators table.  


Other portions of this section have been 
tabularized.  


MECP - 112 Section 7.2, general Socio-economic and cultural/built 
environment have been separated in 


Table 4 revised.  
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To improve clarity and flow, considering 
separating the potential socio-economic 
environmental effects and the potential 
cultural/built environment effects into two 
separate sections. 


Revise ToR document accordingly 


Table 4. 


MECP - 113 Section 7.3. general 


This section specifies that the technical, 
administrative and cost considerations 
should be used to evaluate the 
alternatives. As such, to improve clarity 
and flow, it would be more appropriate for 
this section to be moved to Section 4.5 of 
this ToR document. 


Revise ToR document accordingly. 


Technical, administrative and cost 
considerations have been moved to the 
end of Section 6.4 (old Section 4.5). 


Section 7.3 has been moved into Section 
6.4. 


MECP - 114 Section 8, general 


In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR must 
include a statement that the EA will 
include a comprehensive list of 
commitments made by the proponent 
during the ToR process, and where or 
how they have been dealt with in the EA. 
Furthermore, the EA will include a 
comprehensive list of commitments made 
by the proponent during the EA process; 
including all commitments relating to 
impact management measures, additional 


Added section on commitments: 


In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
Ministry’s Code of Practice, the EA will 
include a comprehensive list of 
commitments made by Hydro One during 
the ToR process, and where or how they 
have been dealt with in the EA. 
Furthermore, the EA will include a 
comprehensive list of commitments 
made by Hydro One during the EA 
process; including all commitments 
relating to impact management 
measures, additional works and studies 


Section 8.3 has been created for 
commitments. 
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works and studies to be carried out, 
monitoring, consultation and contingency 
planning, and documentation and 
correspondence. 


As such, consider incorporating a new 
subsection in Section 8 of the ToR that 
speaks to ‘commitments’ and references 
these requirements. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


to be carried out, monitoring, consultation 
and contingency planning, and 
documentation and correspondence. 


 


MECP - 115 Section 8, general 


In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, a monitoring 
framework will consider all phases of the 
proposed undertaking (planning, detailed 
design, construction, operations, 
decommissioning etc.). 


Please clarify what phases are included in 
‘pre- and post-operational”. 


Include a commitment in the ToR that 
clearly states a monitoring framework will 
be develop during the EA and will 
consider all phases of the proposed 
undertaking. 


Revise text accordingly. 


In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
Ministry’s Code of Practice, a monitoring 
framework will be developed during the 
EA and will consider all phases of the 
proposed undertaking. 


Pre-and post- have been clarified to 
construction and operation, respectively.  


 


Section 8 has been revised.  


MECP - 116 Section 8.1 and 8.2, general Definitions of compliance and effects 
monitoring have been added to the 


Sections 8.1 and 8.2 have been revised.  
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In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the monitoring 
framework includes two types of 
monitoring: 


• compliance monitoring – assessment of 
whether an undertaking had been 
constructed, implemented and/or 
operated in accordance with commitments 
made during the EA and the conditions of 
EA approval; 


• effects monitoring – activities carried out 
by the proponent after approval of the 
undertaking to determine the 
environmental effects of the undertaking. 


To improve clarity and flow, please clearly 
define the two types of monitoring in the 
corresponding sections; Sections 8.1 
(effects monitoring) and 8.2 (compliance 
monitoring). 


Revise these sections accordingly. 


document. 


MECP - 117 Section 8.1, general 


This section is supposed to provide 
preliminary information on effects 
monitoring; however, it includes 
information on compliance monitoring (i.e. 
EA commitments). As such, it would be 
more appropriate to move information on 
compliance monitoring to Section 8.2 of 


Environmental management system has 
been clarified to include both effects and 
compliance monitoring. Compliance 
monitoring has been moved to Section 
8.2. Clarification on environmental 
management system has been added. 


Sections 8.1 and 8.2 have been revised.  
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this ToR document. 


What is the project environmental 
management system? Will it include 
effects monitoring in addition to 
compliance monitoring? Please provide 
further information. 


Revise text and section accordingly. 


MECP - 118 Section 8.1, page 67 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: “During the later stages of the 
EA process, a monitoring program will be 
developed…. will ensure compliance with 
the all commitments set out in this 
assessment made during the EA process, 
plus other environmental requirements….” 


Please move this paragraph to Section 
8.2 (See Comment #119) and incorporate 
a similar commitment that speaks to 
effects monitoring. 


Revise text and section accordingly. 


Text revised as provided, paragraph 
moved to Section 8.2, similar paragraph 
in Section 8.1 revised. 


Paragraph moved to Section 8.2, similar 
paragraph in Section 8.1 revised. 


MECP – 119 Section 8.2, general 


The current information in this section 
regarding compliance monitoring should 
be replaced with the information on 
compliance monitoring from Section 8.1. 


Compliance monitoring moved to Section 
8.2 


Hydro One will provide a monitoring 
strategy that sets out how and when all 
commitments made in the EA will be 
fulfilled and how the proponent will report 


Sections 8.1 and 8.2 revised.  
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In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the EA will 
need to provide a monitoring strategy that 
sets out how and when all commitments 
made in the EA will be fulfilled and how 
the proponent will report to the ministry 
about compliance. 


Please include a commitment referencing 
this requirement in this section of the ToR. 


Revise text accordingly. 


to the ministry about compliance. 


MECP - 120 Appendix 2 


The table should clearly identify which 
column refers to the ‘criteria’ that will be 
used for the assessment and evaluation 
of alternatives. Also, the items under the 
“features considered” column should be 
separated into more specific criteria. For 
instance, “environmentally sensitive 
areas” can be separated further but not 
limited to: 


• Natural heritage features (i.e. ANSI) 


• Wetlands 


• Species at risk 


• Terrestrial habitat 


Appendix 1 criteria and indicators have 
been extensively modified based on the 
comments provided. 


Criteria and indicators have been 
updated and clarified, environment 
includes cultural/built environment, 
technical considerations have been 
added, references to existing EA studies 
have been removed (NextBridge). 


  


Appendix 1 has been modified.  
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• Aquatic habitat 


Also, items under the “environment” 
column should include cultural and built 
environments, and any other technical 
considerations. 


In addition, please include a column that 
identifies preliminary potential effects on 
each of the indictors. 


Also, as per Comments #12, #60 and #94 
please remove references to the existing 
NextBridge EA studies. 


Overall, sufficient information should be 
given in the ToR to ensure that this table 
can be understood by interested persons 
who are then able to provide informed 
comments. 


Revise table accordingly. 


 Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP), Peter Brown, Indigenous Consultation Advisor, Letter Dated July 
26, 2018 to Bruce Hopper, Hydro One Networks Inc. (HONI) 


MECP - 121 Throughout (e.g., Sections 3.1, 4.4.1, 5.0, 
5.1, 5.2, 5.4, 5.6) 


Please make sure that Indigenous 
communities are identified separately 
from stakeholders and agencies in the 
Final ToR. Many indigenous communities 


Differentiation between stakeholders and 
Indigenous communities has been 
clarified.  


Section 3, 5 and Section 6.3.3 have been 
modified. 
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prefer to not be identified as stakeholders. 


Revise text throughout to identify 
Indigenous communities, stakeholders 
and agencies separately. 


MECP - 122 Section 5.3, page 40. 


The Ministry of Energy, on behalf of the 
Crown, formally delegated procedural 
aspects of consultation to Hydro One and 
provided a list of communities to be 
consulted for the environmental 
assessment process on March 2, 2018. 
The Ministry of Energy also notified the 
communities of this delegation. 


Revise the first parts of this section to 
reflect the up-to-date status of the 
delegation and notification. Please also 
indicate that consultation on a draft 
Indigenous consultation plan for the EA 
will occur with all identified Indigenous 
communities (see comment #4 below). 


Revised section to include the following 
text: 


The Ministry of Energy, on behalf of the 
Crown, formally delegated procedural 
aspects of consultation to Hydro One and 
provided a list of communities to be 
consulted for the environmental 
assessment process on March 2, 2018. 
The Ministry of Energy also notified the 
communities of this delegation. 


Consultation on a draft Indigenous 
consultation plan for the EA will occur 
with all identified Indigenous 
communities. 


Section 9.2 has been revised.  


MECP - 123 Section 5.4, page 42. 


This section should provide a summary of 
the consultation undertaken during the 
development of the ToR, not a 
consultation plan for the ToR. A complete 
record of consultation undertaken by 
Hydro One during the development of the 
ToR should also be provided as an 


Section 9.3 has been modified to include 
a summary of the consultation 
undertaken during the development of 
the ToR, not a consultation plan for the 
ToR.  


The Record of Consultation will be 
supplied as a supporting document to the 


Section 9.3 has been modified. 
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appendix to the ToR. Indigenous 
community input in the development of 
the ToR is a very important part of the EA 
process. 


Please include a summary of the 
consultation undertaken during the 
development of the ToR in the main body 
of the ToR. The Indigenous consultation 
summary should be organized by 
community and identify key issues raised 
and how they are addressed in the ToR 
(e.g., responses to them and/or 
explanation of how the input informed EA 
methodology, study design, etc). The 
appended record of consultation should 
include all events and communications, 
and indicate how any questions, 
comments and concerns are addressed in 
the ToR and/or will be addressed through 
the EA process. 


ToR. 


Section 9.3.2, paragraph 3 has been 
revised to contain additional information 
on consultation of Indigenous 
communities in regards to the ToR. 


MECP - 124 Section 5.5.2 


It is not clear if the Indigenous 
consultation plan for the EA referenced in 
the draft ToR is contained within section 
5.5.2 or also exists as a more extensive 
stand-alone document that can be 
modified through consultation with 
communities. 


It is also not clear how Hydro One will 
“incorporate traditional knowledge and 


The Indigenous Consultation Plan is a 
standalone document that can be 
modified through consultation with 
communities. Language clarifying this 
has been added to Section 9.4.2. 


Expanded on Traditional and Indigenous 
Knowledge as suggested in the 
comment. 


Section 9.4.2 has been revised. 
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use”, as indicated in the draft ToR (p.47). 
This is an important part of the EA 
process and requires further clarification. 


Please include a copy of the draft 
Indigenous consultation plan for the EA as 
part of the Final ToR or as a stand-alone 
document for review and consultation. I 
suggest calling it a draft plan until Hydro 
One consults with each individual 
Indigenous community on the plan. Some 
communities may request individualized 
plans, which should be honoured or 
accommodated appropriately (e.g., 
community-specific sections) within the 
overall consultation plan. 


Each community may have different 
approaches and preferences for the 
sharing of Traditional or Indigenous 
Knowledge, and this should also be 
honoured by Hydro One. Please note that 
Indigenous Knowledge should be an input 
to most physical, biological and human 
components of the environment. Please 
state a commitment to consider, and 
incorporate as appropriate, Indigenous 
consultation and knowledge in, for 
example: 


• the methodology for and description of 
baseline conditions (e.g., study areas; 
environmental components; resources, 
species, other values of importance; 
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timing of baseline studies, etc.);  


• the evaluation of alternatives and 
assessment of the preferred undertaking 
(e.g., criteria and indicators of relevance 
to Indigenous communities for all 
environmental components); 


• the development of mitigation measures 
and monitoring commitments; and 


• the conclusions of the EA, including any 
residual adverse effects on Aboriginal and 
treaty rights 


MECP - 125 Section 6.2.5 


“potential employment and… other 
relevant socio-economic aspects” should 
be considered under a more appropriate 
socio-economic component rather than as 
part of Traditional/Indigenous Land Use. 


Move socio-economic references from 
Section 6.2.5 to 6.2.3 or 6.2.4, or create a 
separate Indigenous employment and 
economic activity component. 


Indigenous consultation and 
employment/economic participation has 
been moved to Section 5.2.2. 


Section 5.2.2 has been modified. 


MECP - 126 Section 7.0 


Commitments to consider Traditional or 
Indigenous Knowledge for each 
environmental component are not clear. 
Indigenous community- specific criteria 


The preliminary list of 
features/considerations will be developed 
and refined during the EA process in 
consultation with the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous communities, and 


Section 7.0 has been modified.  
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and indicators may also be required to 
address specific concerns or requests. 
This is an important part of the EA 
process and requires further clarification. 


Information provided by Indigenous 
communities should be considered in 
developing all criteria, indicators and 
measures, not just “for effects on 
traditional/Indigenous land use where 
relevant” (p. 65). Please clarify this 
throughout Section 7.0. For example, 
Traditional or Indigenous Knowledge or 
Traditional/ Indigenous Resource Uses 
and/or Areas should be listed as a feature 
or consideration under Natural 
Environment (p.61). 


Under Socio-Economic Environment, it is 
recommended to refer to Traditional 
Knowledge as opposed to ‘Traditional 
Knowledge Studies’ because communities 
may prefer to share knowledge in ways 
other than through a formal study. This 
should be considered throughout the ToR. 


any other interested persons. 


In Appendix 1, Indigenous consultation is 
listed as an information source for the 
criteria and indicators. Clarified 
throughout the document that Indigenous 
consultation is a key component of 
evaluation of alternatives, mitigations and 
assessment of the environment 
throughout the EA process.  


Information obtained through 
consultation will be used in developing 
indicators and measures for effects on all 
criteria and indicators. 


Removed ‘studies’ from Traditional 
Knowledge. 


 Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP), Enoch Tse, Noise Engineer, Letter Dated July 26, 2018 to Bruce 
Hopper, Hydro One Networks Inc. (HONI) 


MECP - 127 I have reviewed the information and have 
no further comments. 


Comment noted; no change required. N/A 


 Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP), Stefanos Habtom, Senior Wastewater Engineer, Letter Dated July 
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26, 2018 to Bruce Hopper, Hydro One Networks Inc. (HONI) 


MECP - 128 I have reviewed the Draft ToR for the 
Hydro One Lake Superior Link Project 
and I have no comments in terms of the 
mandate of the Wastewater Review Unit. 


Comment noted; no change required. N/A 


 Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP), Guowang Qiu, Air Quality Analyst, Letter Dated July 26, 2018 to 
Bruce Hopper, Hydro One Networks Inc. (HONI) 


MECP - 129 Section 7.1 


Within the section of evaluation of 
potential effects on the natural 
environment, air quality was not included. 
There is a potential air quality effects 
during the construction of the project due 
to construction activities, especially for the 
fugitive dust. 


Consider the potential air quality effects 
from the construction activities, especially 
for the potential receptors near the 
transmission line, air quality impact 
assessment should be conducted and 
included in the environment assessment. 


Dust and noise from construction are 
controlled with appropriate mitigation 
measures and environmental best 
management practices. Potential air 
quality effects from construction 
activities, especially for the potential 
receptors near the transmission line will 
be considered. Air quality impact 
assessment will be conducted and 
included in the environment assessment. 


 


Section 6.5 (old 7.1) has been modified. 


MECP - 130 Appendix 2 


Air quality was not included in the list of 
preliminary criteria and indicators. 


Air quality and greenhouse gas emissions 
should be considered and included in the 


Appendix 1 has been modified to include 
air quality and greenhouse gases.  
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list of criteria and indicators to assess the 
environmental impacts of the project. 


 Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP), Mira Majerovich, Northern Region Planner/EA Coordinator, Letter 
Dated July 26, 2018 to Bruce Hopper, Hydro One Networks Inc. (HONI) 


MECP - 131 Permit and Approval Requirements (Sec. 
2, pg. 15): 


Please clarify that Lake Superior Links 
only plans to concurrently prepare for 
permits and approvals while the EA 
process is being undertaken. As written, it 
infers that permit and approval 
applications may be submitted during the 
EA process. Approval under the 
Environmental Assessment Act comes 
first and that approval under one piece of 
legislation does not guarantee approval 
under another. To reduce timelines, 
permit or approval applications may be 
submitted concurrently with the EA, 
however, these will not be approved until 
the EA process is complete. Also, the 
proponent can consult with other agencies 
to coordinate documentation that could 
meet both the EA and other applicable 
approvals as needed (Code of Practice: 
Environmental Assessments, pg 38). 


Hydro One only plans to concurrently 
prepare for permits and approvals while 
the EA process is being undertaken. 


Approval under the Environmental 
Assessment Act comes first and approval 
under one piece of legislation does not 
guarantee approval under another. To 
reduce timelines, permit or approval 
applications may be submitted 
concurrently with the EA, however, these 
will not be approved until the EA process 
is complete. Hydro One will consult with 
other government agencies to coordinate 
documentation that could meet both the 
EA and other applicable approvals as 
needed. 


 


Section 2.1.1  


MECP - 132 Soil Contamination (Sec. 7.1, pg. 62; Sec. 
7.3, pg. 66): 


Please provide an approach for 


The issue of soil compaction and 
measures to mitigate effects on soil 
permeability, drainage and hydraulic 
balance will be addressed in the EA. The 


Section 6.5.1  
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determining if and when assessing or 
managing soil contamination may be 
considered. While this may not be a 
significant concern, a complete 
assessment should consider the potential 
for soil contamination concerns and 
outline how they may be addressed. The 
Guide on Site Assessment, the cleanup of 
Brownfield Sites and the Filing of Record 
of Site Condition can provide some 
direction. 


potential for soil contamination will be 
considered and the Guide on Site 
Assessment, the cleanup of Brownfield 
Sites and the Filing of Record of Site 
Condition will be consulted to determine 
the most appropriate course of action. 


 


MECP - 133 Acoustic Environment (Sec. 6.1.9, pg 56): 


Please provide additional detail for the 
reference routes by referring to the 
communities that will be crossed, 
recreational areas, the existing 
transmission line and other potential 
sensitive receivers. 


Noise level measurements, studies and/or 
mitigation measures may be required in 
some areas depending on the proximity to 
sensitive receivers. 


Acoustic and noise become a 
consideration when there is a point of 
reception and communities have a 
different acoustic environment. When a 
facility is proposed Ministry of the 
Environment’s Guideline D-1 Land Use 
Compatibility outlines the proponent’s 


Additional detail for the reference routes 
by referring to the communities that will 
be crossed, recreational areas, the 
existing transmission line and other 
potential sensitive receivers has been 
provided in the text.  


 


Section 5.1.9 has been revised.  
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responsibility in determining: 


1. The influence area 


2. Identity and distance from existing or 
committed sensitive land use(s); 


3. Severity of impacts; and 


4. Feasible mitigation (Guideline D-1, Sec 
1.3.2). 


Ministry of the Environment’s 
Environmental Noise Guideline NPC 300 
applies to EA projects. It provides sound 
level limits for different classes of areas 
(eg. urban, rural). 


MECP - 134 Human Health (Sec. 6.2.6, pg. 59): 


Please provide detail on how noise, air 
and water quality will be assessed and 
managed either by linking these to other 
sections of the ToR (Sec. 6.1.8, Sec. 
6.1.9, Sec. 6.1.2) or by adding details into 
this section. This section commits to only 
providing baseline conditions and 
potential effects for EMF’s. There are 
other human health issues that need to be 
addressed. 


Human Health concerns will be 
addressed in the EA. In addressing 
potential health issues, Hydro One looks 
to the scientific expertise of Health 
Canada to assess the scientific studies 
and provide advice and guidance. 
Potential changes in surface water, air 
quality and noise due to Project activities 
can act as pathways to potential effects 
on human health. These criteria will be 
drawn upon to inform human health 
concern assessments in the EA.  


 


Section 5.2.4 modified.  
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MECP - 135 Infrastructure and Service (Sec. 6.2.8; pg. 
60): 


The construction phase of this project will 
likely generate significant waste. The 
proponent should assess the projects 
effect on existing waste management 
services. Do local waste management 
services have the capacity to accept 
additional waste from the project? 


The construction portion of the Project 
will generate some galvanized steel 
waste (estimated at 500 MT) and other 
construction waste. Preliminary inquiries 
to local waste management companies 
indicate that sufficient capacity for waste 
management exists along the proposed 
corridor. 


Section 5.2.6 


MECP - 136 Appendix 2 – List of Preliminary Criteria 
and Indicators Table: 


Under Potential Data Sources, please add 
to Socio-economic Environment (existing 
land-use, approved development, 
commercial activities) MNRF, MMAH, 
MTCS, and Parks Canada. For 
unorganized land, MMAH is the approval 
authority. MNRF administers the affected 
crown land and conservation authorities 
and Parks Canada the federal parks. 


Update the table to reflect any criteria and 
indicators under the Socio-Economic 
Environment for First Nation Communities 
through consultation and also include any 
from other stakeholders (eg. Traditional 
Land and Resources). 


Please rephrase land use in the table 
under the Rationale for Selection of 
Indicator to land use compatibility, when 


All suggested changes have been 
implemented to Appendix 1. 


Appendix 1 has been modified.  
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referring to potential for conflicts with 
existing land uses. While it may be 
inferred as stated, this ministry prefers to 
see land use compatibility clearly 
referenced. 


 Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP), Archana Uprety, Hydrogeologist, Letter Dated July 26, 2018 to 
Bruce Hopper, Hydro One Networks Inc. (HONI) 


MECP - 137 The study area in the EA should include 
500 m on either side of the Reference 
Route and Alternative Routes. Project-
specific potential environmental effects on 
groundwater resources are likely to occur 
within this area. For locations where 
extensive blasting is required, this 
distance may need to be increased. 


Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 


The Study Area can be broken up into 
three components: the Project Study 
Area (PSA), Local Study Area (LSA) and 
Regional Study Area (RSA). For the 
general purposes of Lake Superior Link, 
PSA is 500 m on either side of the ROW 
for reference route and alternative 
routes; LSA is 1 km from Reference 
Route boundary/ROW; and the RSA is 
approximately 5 km from the boundary of 
LSA. However, LSAs and RSAs aren’t 
always consistent for each environmental 
factor. For example, study areas for the 
socio-economic assessment will be 
defined by criterion-specific LSAs and 
RSAs. A more detailed description of the 
study area and how the study area 
boundaries were determined will be 
provided in the EA.  


 


Section 4.1 has been modified to outline 
the study areas.  


MECP - 138 The study area in the EA should also 
include the area within 1 km from the 
project footprint, within which potential 


See response above. For the general 
purposes of Lake Superior Link, PSA is 
500 m on either side of the ROW for 


Section 4.1 has been modified to outline 
the study areas. 
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cumulative environmental effects on 
groundwater resources may occur. 


Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 


reference route and alternative routes; 
LSA is 1 km from Reference Route 
boundary/ROW; and the RSA is 
approximately 5 km from the boundary of 
LSA. 


MECP - 139 Section 6.1.2, page 52 


To reduce risk to groundwater, a desktop 
study and door-to-door survey should be 
conducted prior to construction to 
determine local groundwater conditions, 
and location of water supply wells. Should 
the study reveal shallow groundwater 
conditions, or water supply wells located 
within the vicinity of the transmission 
corridor, mitigation measures should be 
proposed to avoid potential negative 
effects. 


Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
comitment to address concern. 


Section 5.1.2 has been revised. 


Wellhead protection areas, intake 
protection zones, highly vulnerable 
aquifers and significant groundwater 
recharge areas, source water protection 
documentation and relevant policies will 
be reviewed. The description will be 
conducted via desktop studies and 
supplemented with field work, where 
required, for characterization of 
groundwater quality, or measurements of 
water levels or drawdown of water wells.  


 


Section 5.1.2 has been revised. 


 


MECP - 140 The EA should include a spill prevention 
and response plan, a waste management 
plan, and a blast management should 
blasting be required. The use of 
ammonium nitrate explosive in the vicinity 
of water supply wells should be avoided.  


Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 


Commitments on blasting, spills, waste 
management and blast management are 
outlined in Section 6.5.  


Section 6.5 modified.  
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MECP - 141 Section 7, page 61 


The EA should identify potential effects, 
assess them, and recommend mitigation 
measures to reduce or avoid potential 
negative effects. 


Project activities which may impact 
groundwater resources such as during 
construction, operation and maintenance 
should be assessed. Including but not 
limited to, impact to water supply wells, 
potential contaminant discharges, 
disturbing pre-existing shallow 
contaminated soils, leaching of 
herbicides, managing precipitation and 
runoff, effects from dewatering, blasting, 
and artesian conditions. 


Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 


Project activities which may impact 
groundwater resources such as during 
construction, operation and maintenance 
should be assessed. Including but not 
limited to, impact to water supply wells, 
potential contaminant discharges, 
disturbing pre-existing shallow 
contaminated soils, leaching of 
herbicides, managing precipitation and 
runoff, effects from dewatering, blasting, 
and artesian conditions. The issue of soil 
compaction and measures to mitigate 
effects on soil permeability, drainage and 
hydraulic balance will be addressed in 
the EA. 


Section 6.5 revised.  


 Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP), Scott Parker, Surface Water Specialist, Letter Dated July 26, 2018 
to Bruce Hopper, Hydro One Networks Inc. (HONI) 


MECP - 142 The environmental impacts to surface 
water quantity and quality from 
transmission line construction are 
generally limited to access road 
construction and RoW clearing. The 
potential long-term operational impacts 
are related primarily to increased erosion 
and sedimentation as well as short-term 
increases in water level or “flashy” stream 


Detailed mitigation measures for 
potential effects on surface water will be 
developed during the EA and are 
addressed in Section 7. 


No changes required. 
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flows due to access roads and the cleared 
RoW. There is also the potential that 
removal of tree cover in the RoW and 
changes in stream flows and water levels 
may increase concentrations of certain 
chemical constituents, stream 
temperature and suspended solids in 
receiving water. However, most, if not all, 
operational impacts to surface water 
quantity and quality may be mitigated by 
utilizing best management practices 
(BMPs) during the construction phase of 
the Project and by the inclusion of riparian 
vegetation buffer strips and erosion 
control measures along streams that 
intersect the RoW to attenuate runoff from 
the RoW, reduce sedimentation and 
erosion and provide shade cover thereby 
reducing stream temperature. 


MECP - 143 As the Lake Superior Link project moves 
forward, uncertainty can be reduced by 
making conservative assumptions, 
planning implementation of effective 
mitigation and monitoring measures and 
using available adaptive management 
measures to address potential unforeseen 
circumstances should they arise. 
Mitigation measures need to be based on 
proven and recognized best management 
practices, standard protocols for stream 
crossings, land clearing and/or working 
near water with machinery that are well 
understood and have been applied to 


Detailed mitigation measures for 
potential effects on surface water will be 
developed during the EA and are 
addressed in Section 7. 


No changes required 
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road (and transmission line) construction 
projects throughout northern Ontario. 


MECP - 144 The Project must be carried out in 
compliance with the best management 
practices for road construction and 
operation and will be constructed in 
accordance with the guidelines listed on 
page 63 of the Draft LSL ToR as well as 
Crown Land Bridge Management 
Guidelines (MNR 2008), Northern Land 
Use Guidelines – Access: Roads and 
Trails (INAC 2010) and Fish-Stream 
Crossing Guidebook (B.C. Ministry of 
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations, B.C. Ministry of Environment 
and Fisheries and Oceans Canada 2012). 
It is recommended that the Canadian 
Council of Ministers of the Environment 
(CCME) Canadian Water Quality 
Guideline for the Protection of Aquatic Life 
for suspended sediment and turbidity be 
followed where bankside, in- stream 
and/or dewatering work is required. 
Trigger/threshold values should be 
established and sampling should occur in 
potential sensitive receivers before, during 
and after such work is undertaken. It is 
also recommended that the following 
Ontario Provincial Standard Specifications 
be included to the requirements related to 
road, bridge and ancillary area 
construction: 


All of the mentioned best management 
practices, guidelines, standards and 
guidebooks have been implemented into 
Section 6.5. 


Sediment and erosion control measures 
will be identified and addressed in the EA 
document. This includes identification of 
areas where soil or other factors could 
affect the effectiveness of those 
measures. Trigger/threshold values will 
be established for suspended sediment 
and turbidity be followed where bankside, 
in-stream and/or dewatering work is 
required. Sampling will occur in potential 
sensitive receivers before, during and 
after such work is undertaken. 


 


Section 6.5 has been modified. 
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• Ontario Provincial Standard 
Specification (OPSS 805) – Construction 
Specifications for Temporary Erosion and 
Sediment Control Measures 


• Ontario Provincial Standard 
Specification (OPSS 182) – General 
specifications for Environmental 
Protection for Construction in 
Waterbodies and on Waterbody Banks 


• Ontario Provincial Standard 
Specification (OPSS 518) – Construction 
Specifications for Control of Water from 
Dewatering Operations 


 Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP), Sam Shippam, Senior Environmental Officer, Letter Dated July 26, 
2018 to Bruce Hopper, Hydro One Networks Inc. (HONI) 


MECP - 145 I reviewed the DRAFT TOR. At this point 
the district has no comments. 


Comment noted; no change required. N/A 
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From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: LSL Revised Draft ToR submission
Date: August 7, 2018 11:07:42 AM

From: Wright, Adam (MECP) [mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca]
Sent: Tuesday, August 07, 2018 11:03 AM
To: HAULENA Adam
Cc: Testa, Antonia (MECP)
Subject: RE: LSL Revised Draft ToR submission

*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Thanks so much Adam, I appreciate it. If anything else is required for our review I will be sure to let you know.

Cheers,

Adam
________________________________________
From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com [Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com]
Sent: August 7, 2018 11:01 AM
To: Wright, Adam (MECP)
Subject: RE: LSL Revised Draft ToR submission

Yes, I'll have it sent over shortly.  If you'd like a word document of any of the files to facilitate review please let us know.

Adam

-----Original Message-----
From: Wright, Adam (MECP) [mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca]
Sent: Tuesday, August 07, 2018 10:59 AM
To: HAULENA Adam
Subject: RE: LSL Revised Draft ToR submission

*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hi Adam,

If possible are you able to send over a word document with Hydro One's responses to MECP's comments? That way I can forward to reviewers to provide subsequent comments if required.

Cheers,

Adam
________________________________________
From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com [Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com]
Sent: August 7, 2018 10:51 AM
To: Wright, Adam (MECP)
Subject: RE: LSL Revised Draft ToR submission

Hi Adam,

Yes, the Hydro One responses to MECP comments were included in the Record of Consultation. These responses begin on pdf page #28, document page #23 of this document:

20180803_Lake Superior Link Draft RoC for the Proposed ToR.pdf

Let me know if you have further questions or need the file to be sent over.

Thank you,

Adam

-----Original Message-----
From: Wright, Adam (MECP) [mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca]
Sent: Tuesday, August 07, 2018 10:48 AM
To: HAULENA Adam
Subject: RE: LSL Revised Draft ToR submission

*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hello Adam,

Thank you for sending the electronic files, to confirm were Hydro One's responses to MECP's comments provided? I did not see this in any of the documents and I believe we were expecting to receive this.

If you could confirm that would be appreciated.

Cheers,

Adam
________________________________
From: Wright, Adam (MECP)
Sent: August 3, 2018 10:41 AM
To: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
Cc: Testa, Antonia (MECP)
Subject: RE: LSL Revised Draft ToR submission

Great, thanks!

From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com [mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com]
Sent: August-03-18 10:40 AM
To: Wright, Adam (MECP)
Subject: RE: LSL Revised Draft ToR submission

Yes, we will send yourself and Antonia a link later today to download the files.

Adam

From: Wright, Adam (MECP) [mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca]
Sent: Friday, August 03, 2018 10:39 AM
To: HAULENA Adam
Cc: STAITE Patricia; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; HOPPER Bruce; Testa, Antonia (MECP); Post, Alexandra (MECP)
Subject: RE: LSL Revised Draft ToR submission

*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hello Adam,

You can provide it to the folks on the 1st floor with attention to Antonia Testa.

Also, would you be able to send an electronic version of the files to me via email?

Cheers,

Adam

-----Original Message-----
From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com [mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com]
Sent: August-03-18 10:16 AM
To: Wright, Adam (MECP)
Cc: patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com; Testa, Antonia (MECP)
Subject: RE: LSL Revised Draft ToR submission

Thank you Adam,

We will provide 2 hard copies of the document.  They will be picked up from the printer at 3pm this afternoon and I will hand deliver them to your office shortly afterward.   Who might be able to receive the copies at your office at that time?

Adam

-----Original Message-----

From: Wright, Adam (MECP) [mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca]

Sent: Thursday, August 02, 2018 9:39 AM

To: HAULENA Adam

Cc: STAITE Patricia; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; HOPPER Bruce; Testa, Antonia (MECP)

Subject: RE: LSL Revised Draft ToR submission

*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hello Adam,

At this time if you could provide 2 copies that would be good understanding that additional hard copies may be requested by reviewers. Once Antonia is back, she will verify if any additional copies are required.

Cheers,

Adam

________________________________________

From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com [Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com]

Sent: August 2, 2018 9:35 AM

To: Wright, Adam (MECP)

Cc: patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com; Testa, Antonia (MECP)

Subject: RE: LSL Revised Draft ToR submission

mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca
mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca
mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca
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mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca


Thank you, Adam.

We will provide hard copies and we will be posting the revised draft on our Project website at https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hydroone.com%2FLakeSuperiorLink&amp;data=02%7C01%7CAdam.Wright%40ontario.ca%7Caf637b4d6f2f4072cd9008d5f87cc126%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C1%7C636688137053817451&amp;sdata=YjbygLgx%2BbcKRt6d%2B4bG6Jh02O2uavssn5bXGsIieEE%3D&amp;reserved=0
 .  How many hard copies of the revised document package would you like?

Adam

-----Original Message-----

From: Wright, Adam (MECP) [mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca]

Sent: Thursday, August 02, 2018 9:27 AM

To: HAULENA Adam

Cc: STAITE Patricia; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; HOPPER Bruce; Testa, Antonia (MECP)

Subject: RE: LSL Revised Draft ToR submission

*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hello Adam,

The correct acronym is MECP, and MECP does require hard copies for review, in the case we need electronic files can I assume these will be posted on the project website?

If you have any other questions please let me know.

Cheers,

Adam

________________________________

From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com [Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com]

Sent: August 2, 2018 9:11 AM

To: Wright, Adam (MECP)

Cc: patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com

Subject: FW: LSL Revised Draft ToR submission

Good morning Adam,

I see Antonia is on vacation until August 14th. Could you please provide a response to the question below?  Also, for clarity, is MECP or MOECP the correct acronym to be used going forward?

Thank you,

Adam Haulena

Planner, Environmental Programs and Approvals

Hydro One Networks Inc.

T - 1-416-345-6596, C - 1-416-201-1108

adam.haulena@hydroone.com<mailto:adam.haulena@hydroone.com>

From: HAULENA Adam

Sent: Thursday, August 02, 2018 9:07 AM

To: 'Testa, Antonia (MECP)'

Cc: STAITE Patricia; 'Wallace, Craig'; HOPPER Bruce

Subject: LSL Revised Draft ToR submission

Hello Antonia,

Hydro One intends on submitting the Revised Draft Terms of Reference for our Lake Superior Link Project tomorrow, August 3rd.  The document package has grown significantly with the addition of the appendices and other supporting documents.  In light of conservation and logistics, does MECP require a hard copy of the document package
 or would electronic submission be acceptable?  Hydro One will provide a hard copy to any party that requests one.

Thank you,

Adam Haulena

Planner, Environmental Programs and Approvals

Hydro One Networks Inc.

T - 1-416-345-6596, C - 1-416-201-1108

adam.haulena@hydroone.com<mailto:adam.haulena@hydroone.com>

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and
 delete the transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Revised Draft Terms of Reference - Lake Superior Link
Date: August 7, 2018 10:43:33 AM

From: Wright, Adam (MECP) [mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Friday, August 03, 2018 2:54 PM
To: HAULENA Adam; Testa, Antonia (MECP)
Cc: STAITE Patricia; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; HOPPER Bruce; CROLL Elise
Subject: RE: Revised Draft Terms of Reference - Lake Superior Link
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hello Adam,
 
I have received the electronic files (all 3 emails) for the revised Draft ToR for the LSL
 project.
 
Regards,
 
Adam
 
 
Adam Wright, M.Sc., RPP
Special Project Officer, PCU
Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 
 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West
Toronto, ON  M4V 1P5
Ph : *(416) 314-3352* (NEW)
E: Adam.Wright@ontario.ca

 
From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com [mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: August-03-18 2:44 PM
To: Wright, Adam (MECP); Testa, Antonia (MECP)
Cc: patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com;
 Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com
Subject: Revised Draft Terms of Reference - Lake Superior Link
 
Pursuant to the letter from Hydro One addressed to Annamaria Cross on July 17, 2018, please
 accept this email as formal notification of the submission of the Revised Draft Terms of Reference
 for the Lake Superior Link Project for MECP review.  MECP will be receiving two printed hard copies
 of the document to be delivered to the MECP office this afternoon. The requested electronic files
 will also be provided upon submission of this notification.
 
If you have comments or would like to discuss please feel free to reach out to me at 416-345-6596
 or at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
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Thank you,
 
Adam Haulena
Planner, Environmental Programs and Approvals
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T - 1-416-345-6596, C – 1-416-201-1108
adam.haulena@hydroone.com
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:adam.haulena@hydroone.com


From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project - MECP Draft ToR Comments
Date: July 27, 2018 8:03:45 AM
Attachments: image001.gif

MECP Memo - Comments on the Hydro One LSL draft ToR - 26July2018.pdf
CSPB - Indigenous Consultation Advisor -26July2018.pdf
EAPB - Special Project Officer - 26July2018.pdf
EAPB - Wastewater and Noise - 26July2018.pdf
Northern Region - Air Quality - 26July2018.pdf
Northern Region - EA Coordinator - 16July2018.pdf
Northern Region - Groundwater - 26July2018.pdf
Northern Region - Surface Water - 18July2018.pdf
Thunder Bay DO - Senior Environmental Officer - 26July2018.pdf

 
 

From: Testa, Antonia (MECP) [mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2018 3:29 PM
To: HAULENA Adam; STAITE Patricia
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MECP); HOPPER Bruce
Subject: Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project - MECP Draft ToR Comments
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hi Adam and Patricia,
 
In Bruce’s absence, I am forwarding you the MECP comments on the June 2018 draft ToR for the Hydro
 One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project.  Please refer to the attached MECP memorandum and the
 corresponding 8 PDF attachments. 
 
In addition to revising the draft ToR document, can you please populate Hydro One’s responses into the
 tables provided (i.e. add a column for proponent responses).  For those comments provided to you in
 memo format, can you please populate the comments/issues raised and Hydro One’s responses into a
 similar table format as those already provided (i.e. comment #, reference to ToR document,
 comment/issue, proposed action/solution, proponent response etc.).
 
Should you have any questions, feel free to contact me.
 
Cheers,
Antonia
 
 
Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor, Toronto ON
  M4V 1P5
T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca

 Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 


Environmental Assessment and 
Permissions Branch 


135 St. Clair Avenue West 
1st Floor 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tel.: 416 314-8001 
Fax: 416 314-8452 


Ministère de l’Environnement, de 
la Protection de la nature et des 
Parcs 


Direction des évaluations et des 
permissions environnementales 


135, avenue St. Clair Ouest 
Rez-de-chaussée 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tél : 416 314-8001 
Téléc. : 416 314-8452 


 


 
 
 
July 26, 2018 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Mr. Bruce Hopper  
   Environmental Planner 


Environmental Services  
Hydro One Networks Inc.   


 
FROM:  Mrs. Antonia Testa 
  Special Project Officer 


Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 


 
RE:  Drafts Terms of Reference for Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link Transmission 


Project Environmental Assessment 
 
 
The Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) has completed its review of 
the draft Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Transmission Project Environmental 
Assessment.  The review was carried out to determine whether the document meets the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act and the expectations set out in the 
ministry’s Code of Practice: Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for Environmental 
Assessments in Ontario (Code of Practice).  In addition, the review also assessed the clarity 
and detail of the draft Terms of Reference documentation in order to ensure that the Minister of 
the Environment, Conservation and Parks will be able to fully understand all the information in 
the document when making a decision about the Terms of Reference. 
 
As such, the MECP offers the following comments in the attached documents for your 
consideration.  As per Hydro One’s July 17, 2018 letter to MECP, it is the ministry’s expectation 
that a revised draft Terms of Reference will be submitted for the ministry’s review.   
 
It is also advised that consideration be given to circulating the revised draft Terms of Reference 
and/or notifying government agencies and Indigenous communities that the original draft 
document has been substantially revised.  Government agencies and Indigenous communities 
should also be provided with an opportunity to review and provide comments on the changes 
that have been made. 
    







 
Should you have any questions, please contact me at 416-325-5500 or by e-mail at 
antonia.testa@ontario.ca.  If you feel a meeting would be beneficial, I can schedule a 
teleconference between MECP staff and Hydro One to discuss the ministry’s comments on the 
draft Terms of Reference.   
   
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Antonia Testa  
 
 
Attachements – 8 PDF documents  
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Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Comments 


 
Proposal: Draft Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Proponent: Hydro One Networks Inc 
 


Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 


 
Comments & Rationale 


 
Proposed Action/Solution 


Peter Brown, Indigenous Consultation Advisor, CSPB  
1 Throughout (e.g., 


Sections 3.1, 4.4.1, 
5.0, 5.1, 5.2, 5.4, 
5.6) 


Please make sure that Indigenous communities 
are identified separately from stakeholders and 
agencies in the Final ToR.  Many indigenous 
communities prefer to not be identified as 
stakeholders. 


Revise text throughout to identify Indigenous 
communities, stakeholders and agencies 
separately. 


2 Section 5.3, page 40.  The Ministry of Energy, on behalf of the Crown, 
formally delegated procedural aspects of 
consultation to Hydro One and provided a list of 
communities to be consulted for the 
environmental assessment process on March 2, 
2018.  The Ministry of Energy also notified the 
communities of this delegation.  


Revise the first parts of this section to reflect 
the up-to-date status of the delegation and 
notification.  Please also indicate that 
consultation on a draft Indigenous 
consultation plan for the EA will occur with 
all identified Indigenous communities (see 
comment #4 below). 


3 Section 5.4, page 42. This section should provide a summary of the 
consultation undertaken during the development 
of the ToR, not a consultation plan for the ToR.  
A complete record of consultation undertaken by 
Hydro One during the development of the ToR 
should also be provided as an appendix to the 
ToR.  Indigenous community input in the 
development of the ToR is a very important part 
of the EA process. 


Please include a summary of the 
consultation undertaken during the 
development of the ToR in the main body of 
the ToR.  The Indigenous consultation 
summary should be organized by community 
and identify key issues raised and how they 
are addressed in the ToR (e.g., responses to 
them and/or explanation of how the input 
informed EA methodology, study design, 
etc). The appended record of consultation 
should include all events and 
communications, and indicate how any 
questions, comments and concerns are 
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Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 


 
Comments & Rationale 


 
Proposed Action/Solution 


addressed in the ToR and/or will be 
addressed through the EA process.       


4 Section 5.5.2 It is not clear if the Indigenous consultation plan 
for the EA referenced in the draft ToR is 
contained within section 5.5.2 or also exists as a 
more extensive stand-alone document that can 
be modified through consultation with 
communities.   
 
It is also not clear how Hydro One will 
“incorporate traditional knowledge and use”, as 
indicated in the draft ToR (p.47).  This is an 
important part of the EA process and requires 
further clarification. 


Please include a copy of the draft 
Indigenous consultation plan for the EA as 
part of the Final ToR or as a stand-alone 
document for review and consultation.  I 
suggest calling it a draft plan until Hydro One 
consults with each individual Indigenous 
community on the plan.  Some communities 
may request individualized plans, which 
should be honoured or accommodated 
appropriately (e.g., community-specific 
sections) within the overall consultation plan.   
 
Each community may have different 
approaches and preferences for the sharing 
of Traditional or Indigenous Knowledge, and 
this should also be honoured by Hydro One.  
Please note that Indigenous Knowledge 
should be an input to most physical, 
biological and human components of the 
environment.  Please state a commitment to 
consider, and incorporate as appropriate, 
Indigenous consultation and knowledge in, 
for example:  


• the methodology for and description 
of baseline conditions (e.g., study 
areas; environmental components; 
resources, species, other values of 
importance; timing of baseline 
studies, etc.); 


- 2 - 







 


Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 


 
Comments & Rationale 


 
Proposed Action/Solution 


• the evaluation of alternatives and 
assessment of the preferred 
undertaking (e.g., criteria and 
indicators of relevance to Indigenous 
communities for all environmental 
components); 


• the development of mitigation 
measures and monitoring 
commitments; and 


• the conclusions of the EA, including 
any residual adverse effects on 
Aboriginal and treaty rights             


5 Section 6.2.5 “potential employment and… other relevant 
socio-economic aspects” should be considered 
under a more appropriate socio-economic 
component rather than as part of 
Traditional/Indigenous Land Use.   


Move socio-economic references from 
Section 6.2.5 to 6.2.3 or 6.2.4, or create a 
separate Indigenous employment and 
economic activity component. 


6 Section 7.0 Commitments to consider Traditional or 
Indigenous Knowledge for each environmental 
component are not clear. Indigenous community-
specific criteria and indicators may also be 
required to address specific concerns or 
requests.  This is an important part of the EA 
process and requires further clarification. 


Information provided by Indigenous 
communities should be considered in 
developing all criteria, indicators and 
measures, not just “for effects on 
traditional/Indigenous land use where 
relevant” (p. 65). Please clarify this 
throughout Section 7.0.  For example, 
Traditional or Indigenous Knowledge or 
Traditional/ Indigenous Resource Uses 
and/or Areas should be listed as a feature or 
consideration under Natural Environment 
(p.61).   
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Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 


 
Comments & Rationale 


 
Proposed Action/Solution 


Under Socio-Economic Environment, it is 
recommended to refer to Traditional 
Knowledge as opposed to ‘Traditional 
Knowledge Studies’ because communities 
may prefer to share knowledge in ways other 
than through a formal study.  This should be 
considered throughout the ToR. 
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Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Comments 


 
Proposal: Draft Terms of Reference (ToR) for the Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Proponent: Hydro One Networks Inc 
 


Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 
 


 
Comments & Rationale 


 
 


 
Proposed Action/Solution 


 
 Antonia Testa, Special Project Officer, Environmental Assessment and Permission Branch  


1.  General Supporting documentation is needed to 
confirm or validate any statements or 
conclusions made in the draft ToR. 
 
In accordance with Section 5.3.2 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is the 
ministry’s expectation that: 
 
Information contained in the supporting 
documentation should support Hydro One’s 
proposal by providing justification for the 
choices made, outline other processes or 
initiatives which provides the rationale, and 
details of processes or methods used.  For 
example: 


• a more detailed description of the 
problem or opportunity that prompted 
the proposed study;  


• more information and details about 
studies or events that triggered the 
Hydro One’s involvement with the 
proposed study; and  


• further background information 
supporting the selection of 
alternatives for further study.   


Supporting documentation (i.e. letters, 
assessments, reports etc.) should accompany 
the final ToR to confirm or validate any 
statements or conclusions made in the ToR.  
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Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 
 


 
Comments & Rationale 


 
 


 
Proposed Action/Solution 


 
  


Any supporting documentation provides 
more detailed information that will assist the 
Minister of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks and other persons in 
understanding the planning process that 
Hydro One carried out in order to arrive at 
the proposal.   
 
Reference to the part of the ToR which is 
being explained in more detail should be 
made. Likewise, the ToR should reference 
the supporting documentation.   


2.  General No Record of Consultation was provided with 
the draft ToR for the ministry’s review.  
 
A Record of Consultation is needed to 
describe the consultation carried out during 
the preparation of the ToR and the results of 
that consultation.  It will be considered by the 
Minister in making the decision about 
whether to approve the ToR. 
 
In accordance with Section 5.3.1 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is the 
ministry’s expectation that the Record of 
Consultation will:  
 


• Identify all persons consulted during 
the ToR preparation (personal names 
not required) and how they were 
identified; 


A Record of Consultation must accompany 
the final ToR. 
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Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 
 


 
Comments & Rationale 


 
 


 
Proposed Action/Solution 


 
 


• Describe the consultation activities 
which took place (methods, schedule 
of events, notification that was given 
about the activity and materials 
used); 


• Describe how Indigenous 
communities were identified and how 
they were consulted; 


• Clearly and accurately summarize 
the comments made by all interested 
persons during the preparation of the 
ToR; 


• Describe Hydro One’s response and 
how concerns were considered in the 
development of the ToR; 


• Describe any outstanding concerns; 
• Include minutes of any meetings held 


with interested persons; 
• Include copies of written comments 


received from interested persons. 
 
It is also the ministry’s expectation that 
Hydro One will present a summary of the 
comments received and its responses to 
those comments in a table. As appropriate, 
the table should note where in the ToR the 
comment has been addressed.  Comments 
from the general public should be arranged 
by type (for example, put all water quality 
comments together).  For the Government 
Review Team and Indigenous communities, 
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Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 
 


 
Comments & Rationale 


 
 


 
Proposed Action/Solution 


 
 the comments should be organized by 


agency and community rather than by issue 
type. 


3.  General No executive summary was provided in the 
draft ToR. 


Please include an executive summary at the 
beginning of the final ToR document. 


4.  General The ministry is no longer referred to as the 
Ministry of the Environment and Climate 
Change. 


All references to the ministry should be 
changed to the Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks. 


5.  General In accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the EA should 
attempt to examine the interrelationships 
between the undertaking and its alternatives 
with a changing climate over time.   
 
The proponent should also consider whether 
there could be environmental effects 
resulting from effects of the proposal 
combined with effects of other past and 
future undertakings.  
 
As such, please include a commitment in the 
ToR that specifies the EA will consider 
climate change (adaptation and mitigation) 
and cumulative effects in the evaluation and 
assessment of alternatives and the preferred 
undertaking. 
 
To facilitate this assessment and evaluation, 
refer to the ministry’s guide “Consideration of 
Climate Change in Environmental 
Assessment in Ontario” and the federal 
document “Cumulative Effects Assessment 


Revise text accordingly.  Please include this 
commitment in the appropriate corresponding 
sections of the ToR document (i.e. Section 4.5 
and 7 of this draft ToR). 
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Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 
 


 
Comments & Rationale 


 
 


 
Proposed Action/Solution 


 
 Practitioners' Guide”. 


6.  Section 1, page 10 To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph: 
 
“The first key step of the EA process is the 
preparation of a ToR” 
 
“Hydro One will prepare the EA in 
accordance with the framework laid out in 
the ToR document and in accordance 
with…”  


Revised text accordingly. 
 
 
 


7.  Section 1.1, page 10 What are the three separate entities (i.e. 
Ontario Power Generation, Hydro One, and 
the IESO) responsible for and/or what are 
their mandates? 


Revise the text accordingly.  Please provide 
the additional information in this section of the 
ToR.   


8.  Section 1.1, page 10 The three bullets points are confusing.  Why 
is the bullet format used for these points?   
 
Need more context with these bullets in 
order to provide more clarity.  For instance:  
 
Does the IPSP refer to the 20 year energy 
plan?  Clarify how they are related? 
Who and/or how was the government given 
discretion to determine further supply mix?  
What does “supply mix” mean? 
Define the term OEB.  What is their 
responsibility and/or mandate?  How do they 
fit into the overall project/process? 


Revise the text accordingly.  Please provide 
the additional information in this section of the 
ToR.     


9.  Section 1.1, page 11 Provide more information on the IPSP and/or 
20 year energy plan (2007).  What was its 
focus, goals, targets etc.? 


Revise the text accordingly.  Please provide 
the additional information in this section of the 
ToR.     
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Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 
 


 
Comments & Rationale 


 
 


 
Proposed Action/Solution 


 
 10.  Section 1.1, page 11 What does the Framework for Transmission 


Project Development Plans discuss in 
regards to the development and/or planning 
of transmission projects? 


Revise the text accordingly.  Please provide 
the additional information in this section of the 
ToR.     


11.  Section 1.2, page 11 Please clarify what activities/processes have 
been completed regarding upgrades to the 
associated transformer station infrastructure.   
 
Why were these upgrades not included as 
part of this environmental assessment 
project?   
 
The discussion regarding the upgrades to 
the associated transformer station 
infrastructure should be provided in Section 
4 of this ToR document. 


Revise text accordingly.  Please include a 
description of the work done regarding the 
transmission stations and justification and 
rationale for conducting this work 
independently of this environmental 
assessment project. 


12.  Section 1.2, general Please avoid any direct references to 
NextBridge or the NextBridge EA project.  If 
necessary, NextBridge should be referred to 
as the “designated electricity transmitter”. 
 
Please avoid direct comparisons to the 
NextBridge EA project.  For example: “as 
compared to the NextBridge proposal… 
Lake Superior Link project… has a lower 
estimated cost, a smaller environmental 
footprint…”   
 
Also avoid any subjective comments 
regarding the NextBridge EA project.  For 
instance: “In response to the concerns… 
Hydro One is proposing its East-West Tie 


Revise text accordingly.  Please remove 
references to NextBridge or the NextBridge 
EA project.  Please remove any comparisons 
or subjective comments regarding the 
NextBridge EA project.   
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Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 
 


 
Comments & Rationale 


 
 


 
Proposed Action/Solution 


 
 Line project, called “Lake Superior Link”, to 


protect the interests of the public and 
ratepayers.”   


13.  Section 1.2, general Provide more information on the current/ 
existing East-West Tie transmission corridor.  
What does it currently consist of?  How old is 
the infrastructure? etc.     


Revise the text accordingly.  Please provide 
the additional information in this section of the 
ToR.     


14.  Section 1.2, general A better summary of the past provincial 
analysis and decision regarding the need 
and/or justification for the project is required. 
 
The description of the historical events 
related to the proposed expansion of the 
East-West Tie corridor is confusing and too 
vague.  This information should be 
presented in a clear and comprehensive 
chronological summary of events.   
 
More information, detail and context are 
needed in order to fully understand and to 
justify the need for the project.   For 
instance, provide more detail and context 
regarding the LTEP.  What is the LTEP? 
Why was it updated? What is its focus, 
goals, key elements etc.?    
 
Also, provide more information for each of 
the bullet points on page 12.  For instance, 
for bullet number 2, what does it mean to be 
the “designated electricity transmitter”?  How 
does OEB decide who is designated and 
who is not?  Can more than one proponent 


Revise the text accordingly.  Please provide 
the additional information in this section of the 
ToR.      
 
Please provide supporting documentation to 
confirm and validate the information provided 
in the bullet points (See Comment #1).   
 
Supporting documentation (i.e. letters, 
assessment, reports etc.) should establish the 
need for: 


• Electricity transmission.  For instance, 
summarize documents that 
established the need specifically in 
northern Ontario 


• The project.  For instance, summarize 
in detail the analysis and reporting 
that has been undertaken (to date) 
regarding the need for the project in 
northern Ontario. 
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 be designated? 


 
Lastly referring to a summary of the “East-
West Tie project” is confusing because there 
is currently another EA project with the same 
name.  It would be better to frame it as the 
summary of the proposed expansion of the 
East-West Tie corridor.   


15.  Section 1.4, general This section must clearly state what the 
purpose is for the study and for the 
undertaking.   
 
What does Hydro One wish to achieve by 
engaging in the environmental assessment 
process?  Why does Hydro One need to do 
this particular undertaking?  What is the 
particular problem to be solved or alleviated?  
What is the opportunity which is to be 
pursued? 
 
If the need for the project has been satisfied 
and established by a defined planning 
process, then that needs to be clearly 
presented in the ToR and the associated 
supporting documentation must be provided 
(See Comments #1 and #14)   


Revise text accordingly.  Please provide 
supporting documentation to confirm and 
validate the information provided (See 
Comment #1 and #14).   
 
 
 


16.  Section 1.5, general To improve clarity and flow of the ToR 
document, the following organizational 
changes to the ToR document are 
recommended: 
 
“Taken together, The ToR document is 


Revise ToR document accordingly.   
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 organized into the following sections of the 


ToR are intended in order to satisfy the 
requirements under Section 6(2)(c) and 
6.1(3) of the EA Act: 


• Regulatory Framework for the 
Project (Section 2)  


• Overview of the EA Process and 
Approval Requirements for the 
Project Indication of how the EA 
will be Prepared (Section 3)  


• Description of the Undertaking and 
Evaluation of Alternative Methods 
(Section 4) 


• Consultation (Section 5) 
• Existing Environmental Conditions in 


the Study Area (Section 5) 
• Identification and Evaluation of 


Alternative Methods (Section 6) 
• Potential Environmental Effects 


Evaluation Assessment and 
Mitigation Measures (Section 7) 


• Commitments and Monitoring 
(Section 8) 


• Consultation (Section 9)” 
17.  Section 2, general To improve clarity and flow of this section of 


ToR document, it is recommended this 
section be organized first by a discussion of 
the provincial regulatory framework, and 
then followed by the discussion of the federal 
regulatory framework.  


Revise this section accordingly.   


18.  Section 2, page 15 The first paragraph of this section discusses Revise this section and text accordingly.   
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 other permits and approval activities and 


applications.  To improve clarity and flow of 
the ToR document, it is recommended this 
paragraph be moved to Section 2.6 which 
discusses other relevant provincial 
legislation, permits and policies. 
 
The first paragraph refers to the construction 
phase; however it is suggested to keep the 
discussion of other permits and approval 
activities more general. 
 
To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph: 
 
“Hydro One will identify all necessary 
approvals that may be required during 
project planning and construction. Where 
practical appropriate, Hydro One will begin 
preparation of construction-related 
applications initiate other permit and 
approval activities and applications 
concurrent with the EA process. It will be 
necessary to initiate some permit and 
approval activities or applications during the 
EA process including any required 
consultation activities with members of the 
public, municipalities, agencies, and 
Indigenous communities and groups. It 
should be noted that some other permits 
and approvals for construction typically rely 
on more detailed engineering and design 
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 information than is available during the EA 


process. In this event, Hydro One will carry 
out required studies necessary to support 
those approvals prior to start of construction, 
following the completion of the EA.  The 
following sections outline the framework for 
regulatory approvals in Ontario for electricity 
transmission projects and how they apply to 
the Project.” 


19.  Section 2.1, page 15 Please specify that this undertaking is a 
Category C project under the Electricity 
Regulation (O.Reg 116) 


Revise text accordingly.  Please provide 
additional information on how the project is 
captured under O.Reg 116.   


20.  Section 2.1, page 15 To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the third paragraph of Section 2.1: 
 
“Hydro One is required to complete and 
submit a ToR to the MOECC for review and 
approval as illustrated on Figure 2. The 
purpose of the ToR is to provide the overall 
study framework for the planning and 
decision making process that will be 
followed during the EA…” 


Revise text accordingly.    


21.  Section 2.1, page 17 To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph on this page: 
 
“Should the ToR be approved by the Minister 
of the Environment of Climate Change 
Conservation and Parks, it will be used by 
Hydro One to guide the completion of the EA 
to ensure that it meets the intent fulfills the 
requirements of the EA Act and any other 
applicable requirements. The results of the 
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 EA process will then be documented in an 


EA Report to be submitted to the MOECC 
MECP for review and approval. 
 
There are two key documentation 
requirements for the an application for 
approval to proceed with an undertaking 
under subsection 5(1) of the EA Act: 


• the development, submission, review 
and approval of the ToR; and, 


• the preparation, submission, review 
and approval of the EA document in 
accordance with the framework set 
out in the MOECC MECP approved 
ToR.” 


22.  Section 2.1, page 17 Table 1 and its preceding paragraph 
proposes how the EA will be prepared.  To 
improve clarity and flow of the ToR 
document, it would be more appropriate for 
this information to be moved to Section 3.0 
of this ToR document. 


Revise ToR document accordingly. 


23.  Section 2.1, page 17 More information and detail is required to 
support the “reason for proceeding with this 
undertaking has been established by the 
IESO…”  


See Comment #14. 


24.  Section 2.1, page 17 Please provide further information on 
“focusing of the EA”.  Define the term 
“focusing”.  What does it mean to focus the 
EA?   What general requirements will not be 
addressed in the EA?  etc.   


Revise text accordingly.   Please provide 
additional information in Section 3.0 of this 
ToR document.   


25.  Section 2.1, Table 1, 
page 17 


Please correct references to “Section 0” Revise Table accordingly. 
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 26.  Section 2.1, Table 1, 


page 17, row 2 
In order to provide flexibility to accommodate 
new circumstances, consider the following 
revision:  
 
“ii) The EA will evaluate and assess two 
alternative reference routes alternative 
methods of carrying out the undertaking”  


Revise Table accordingly.   


27.  Section 2.1, Table 1, 
page 17, row 2 


In accordance with Section 5.2.5 of the Code 
of Practice, the “Do Nothing” alternative 
should always be considered.  It acts as a 
starting point for the comparison of 
alternatives.   


See Comment #42.  Revise Table 
accordingly.   


28.  Section 2.1, Table 1, 
page 18, row 1, 
column 1 


Alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking should be included in the 
“description of…”  


Revise Table accordingly.   


29.  Section 2.1, Table 1, 
page 18, row 2 


Alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking should be included in “an 
evaluation of advantages and 
disadvantages…” 


Revise Table accordingly.   


30.  Section 2.3 Are there any opportunities for public and/or 
Indigenous consultation?  If so, please 
describe.  


Revise text accordingly.  Please provide the 
additional information (if any) in this section of 
the ToR.   


31.  Section 2.4 What is meant by “the fee simple interest…” 
in the statement “Property Owners will be 
offered the choice of Hydro One acquiring 
either an easement or the fee simple interest 
in the lands required for the Project.”?   


Revise text accordingly.  Please provide the 
additional information in this section of the 
ToR.      


32.  Section 2.5, page 21 In order to clearly demonstrate that this 
undertaking is not a “designated project” 
under federal regulation, please provide 
further information on the requirements 
outlined in the federal regulation designating 


Revise text accordingly.  Please provide the 
additional information in this section of the 
ToR.       
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 physical activities.   


33.  Section 2.5, page 21 Please include the November 27, 2017 letter 
from Parks Canada in your Record of 
Consultation. 


Please provide the additional information as 
part of the Record of Consultation (See 
Comment 2).       


34.  Section 2.5, general Provide more information regarding Section 
67 of the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (i.e. what does it state, what 
requirements does it outline etc.).  Also, for 
improved clarity and flow, it is recommended 
a subheading be included for the discussion 
regarding Section 67. 


Revise text accordingly.  Please provide the 
additional information in this section of the 
ToR.       


35.  Section 2.5, general What consultation has been conducted to 
date with ISC, CEAA and other federal 
authorities? 


Please provide the additional information as 
part of the Record of Consultation (See 
Comment 2).       


36.  Section 2.6, general 
 


To improve clarity and flow, it is suggested to 
organize the permits and/or approvals listed 
according to the responsible Ministry.  
Consider using a table format. 


Revise text accordingly.   


37.  Section 2.6, general Include a statement at the end of this section 
that states: 
 


• This is a preliminary list  
• This list is subject to change as the 


project is further developed and 
refined 


• A final list will be outlined the EA 
document. 


 
Use similar wording as the last paragraph in 
Section 2.7 of this ToR document (See 
Comment #39)      


Revise text accordingly.  Please provide the 
additional information in this section of the 
ToR.   
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 38.  Section 2.7, general 


 
To improve clarity and flow, it is suggested to 
organize the permits and/or approvals listed 
according to the responsible federal agency.  
Consider using a table format. 


Revise text accordingly.   


39.  Section 2.7, page 23 To improve clarity and flow, consider the 
following revision to the third paragraph of 
Section 2.1:  
 
“Section 2.0 provided a preliminary list of 
other federal permits and approvals that 
may be necessary for the Project.  This 
list is subject to change as the Project is 
further developed and refined.  All federal 
permits and approvals that are necessary 
for the Project to proceed will be outlined in 
the EA document.  It may not be practicable 
to complete all required surveys in relation to 
other approvals prior to submission of the EA 
document, but Hydro One will commit to 
continue and complete all information 
collection prior to construction following the 
completion of the EA.” 


Revise text accordingly.   


40.  Section 3, page 24 Need to provide more information and detail 
to support your statement: “Based on the 
previously conducted needs assessment and 
the prioritization of the project from 
regulatory bodies, a more focused approach 
to the EA will be utilized.”   
 
Please provide supporting documentation to 
confirm and validate the statement “Based 
on the previously conducted needs 


Revise the ToR document and text 
accordingly.  
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 assessment and the prioritization of the 


project…” (See Comment #1 and #14).   
 
Please incorporate the discussion from 
Section 2.1 on “focusing” and Table 1 into 
this section of the ToR document (See 
Comment #24). 


41.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 1 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 
 
“a description of the Project and the 
purpose of the Project based on the 
recommendations and decisions of the” 
IESO and the government; 


Revise text accordingly.   
 


42.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 3 


In accordance with section 5.2.5 of the Code 
of Practice, the “Do Nothing” alternative 
should be considered.   
 
Please be advised that the “Do Nothing” 
alternative represents what is expected to 
happen if the problem or opportunity that 
prompted the EA process is not addressed.  
The “Do Nothing” alternative represents what 
is expected to happen if none of the 
alternatives being considered during the EA 
process are carried out.  It represents the 
benchmark against which the advantages 
and disadvantages of the alternatives being 
considered can be measured and compared.  
 
The “Do Nothing” alternative is not intended 
to be considered as a reasonable way in 


Revise text accordingly.   
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 which the problem or opportunity that 


prompted the initiation of EA process can be 
addressed.   
 
It is the ministry’s expectation that during the 
EA process proponents will consider a 
reasonable range of alternatives, which will 
be assessed against the “Do Nothing” 
alternative.   


43.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 4 


Incorrect reference to alternative methods.  
Statement should refer to alternatives to. 
 
To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 
 
“the EA will not include a description and 
rationale of alternatives to methods of 
carrying out the Project as it has already 
been extensively studied by the OPA and 
IESO regulator and the preferred alternative 
to has already been identified. However, the 
EA will include a description of and 
statement of rationale for the alternative 
methods of carrying out the undertaking 
such as identified reference route and 
reference route alternative will be considered 
for the Project as well as route alignment, 
design considerations and local 
refinements;” 


Revise text accordingly.   
 


44.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 5  


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 
 


Revise text accordingly. 
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 “a description of the environment that will be 


affected, or might reasonably be expected to 
affected directly or indirectly by the Project 
and the alternative methods of carrying out 
the undertaking routes considered;” 


45.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 6 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 
 
“an description evaluation of the 
advantages and disadvantages that will be 
caused or might reasonably be expected to 
be caused to the environment as a result of 
the Project, and the alternative methods of 
carrying out the Project;” 


Revise text accordingly. 


46.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 7 


To improve clarity and flow, this bullet point 
should come after bullet point 5.  


Revise this section accordingly. 


47.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 8 


This statement is repetitive.  It is already 
captured in in bullet point 6 


Revise this section accordingly. 


48.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 8 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 
 
“description and documentation of the 
public, agency and stakeholder consultations 
and Indigenous communities 
and groups engagement and consultation 
undertaken during the EA process” 


Revise text accordingly. 


49.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 9 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 
 
“pre- and post- development environmental 
monitoring plans, follow-up programs, and 
commitments (as necessary); and,” 


Revise text accordingly. 
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 50.  Section 3, page 24, 


bullet 10 
To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 
 
“supporting documents, maps, etc., or any 
other documents as required under the EA 
Act and its regulations, such as Ontario 
Regulation 334. 


Revise text accordingly. 


51.  Section 3, page 24  This list should include a commitment that 
the EA will include a description of the 
effects that will be caused or that might 
reasonably be expected to be caused to the 
environment.  Should follow bullet point 5. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


52.  Section 3.1, general To improve clarity and flow, it is 
recommended this subsection be moved to 
the end of Section 3.   


Revise this section accordingly. 


53.  Section 3.1, page 25 In accordance with Section 5.2.10 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is important 
that flexibility be incorporated when 
preparing the ToR document.  However, 
flexibility is not to allow proponent to 
completely change the scope of their study 
at the EA stage.  As such, consider the 
following revision: 
 
“…To address these potential changes, 
there is a requirement for flexibility within the 
ToR document to lay out a framework for a 
successful EA submission and subsequent 
construction and operational phases. Project 
design updates, study area refinements 
changes, novel information, and 
implementation of input from the consultation 


Revise text accordingly. 
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 process are examples of new circumstances 


arising during a project lifecycle. These 
degrees of Flexibility allow proponents 
reasonable measures to address unforeseen 
circumstances but still maintain regulatory 
compliance throughout the project phases 
without starting the ToR and EA process 
anew. Some of these changes are likely to 
be minor and have limited consequences 
while others may be more significant and 
require consultation with a number of 
stakeholders and agencies. Hydro One has 
prepared this ToR with the most complete 
state of knowledge at the time of its 
preparation but acknowledges the Project 
may need to adapt to new circumstances. If 
significant changes to the project are 
being considered, Hydro One will consult 
with the MECP to determine if the 
proposed changes can be accommodated 
with the framework of the ToR.  ” 


54.  Section 3.2, general When referencing the Code of Practice, 
specify which section(s) of the Code of 
Practice is being referenced. 


Revise the text accordingly 


55.  Section 3.2, page 25 To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph: 
 
“The EA will be prepared in accordance 
consistent with the requirements on the EA 
Act described in Section 2.1 and in 
accordance with the MECP’s Code 
Practice on Preparing and Reviewing 


Revise text accordingly. 


- 20 - 







 


Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 
 


 
Comments & Rationale 


 
 


 
Proposed Action/Solution 


 
 Environmental Assessments in Ontario”  


56.  Section 3.2, page 26 Please explain the term “reference reports”.  
Are they detailed technical studies 
completed in support of the EA?   


Revise the text accordingly.  Please provide 
the additional information in this section of the 
ToR.      


57.  Section 4, general This section provides a description of the 
undertaking and an evaluation of alternative 
methods.  Both these components are 
important requirements of the EA process.  
As such, to improve clarity and flow of the 
ToR document, it would be more appropriate 
for this components to be separated into two 
separate sections: 
 


• Section 4 – “Description of the 
Undertaking”.  This section includes 
Subsections 4.1, 4.6 & 4.7.   


• Section 5 – “Identification and 
Evaluation of Alternatives”.  This 
section includes subsection 4.2 to 
4.5.  It should begin with a brief 
general summary explaining the two 
different types of alternatives the 
Environmental Assessment Act 
requires proponents to assess (i.e. 
‘alternatives to’ and ‘alternative 
methods’ of carrying out an 
undertaking). 


Revise ToR document accordingly 


58.  Section 4, general Please clarify that this section provides a 
general description of the undertaking.  
Include a commitment that a more detailed 
description of the undertaking will be 
provided in the EA.  This description should 


Revise text accordingly. 
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 be sufficiently detailed to enable the 


identification an assessment of potential 
effects for all phases of the project. 


59.  Section 4.1, general Please clearly define the geographical 
boundaries of the study area.  In accordance 
with Section 5.2.6 of the ministry’s Code of 
Practice, the boundaries should adequately 
represent the geographical area within which 
the potential environmental effects of the 
alternatives being considered and the 
proposed undertaking are likely to occur and 
will be studied. 
 
Interested government agencies, Indigenous 
communities and members of the public rely 
upon the description of study area to 
determine whether the proposed undertaking 
and its alternatives may impact their 
respective jurisdictional mandate, Indigenous 
rights or interests.  It is therefore important to 
explain how the boundaries of the study area 
were determined. 
 
In addition, please include a commitment 
that a more detailed description of the study 
area and how the boundaries of the study 
area were determined will be provided in the 
EA.   
 
Also, in accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, before the 
existing environment is described, a study 


Revise text and ToR document accordingly.  
Please provide the additional information in 
this section of the ToR.       
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 area must be defined.  As such, it would be 


more appropriate to move this section to 
Section 6 of this ToR document. 


60.  Section 4.1, general Hydro One specifies that information from 
NextBridge’s EA document will be used to 
supplement the Lake Superior Link EA.  The 
ministry would like to emphasize that as 
outlined in our November 14, 2017 letter to 
Hydro One and reiterated in correspondence 
from March 16, 2018 and April 10, 2018; 
Hydro One's proposed Lake Superior Link 
Transmission Project is considered a new 
undertaking for the purpose of the 
Environmental Assessment Act.  As such, 
Hydro One is required to complete the 
requirements of the Environmental 
Assessment Act including preparing 
technical studies for analysis and evaluation 
and consultation requirements.  This 
information must be completed and 
submitted as part of the Lake Superior Link 
EA.   


Revise text accordingly.  Please remove 
references to NextBridge or the NextBridge 
EA project.  See Comment #12.   
 


61.  Section 4.2, general This section discusses alternatives to the 
project and therefore should be renamed 
“Alternatives To” 


Revise heading accordingly. 


62.  Section 4.2, general This subsection states that an extensive 
‘alternatives to’ assessment (i.e. local 
generation and other transmission solutions 
etc.) had been previously performed by OPA 
and IESO, and the proposed expansion to 
the East West Tie corridor was identified as 
the preferred option.   


Revise this section accordingly.  Please 
provide a detailed summary and analysis of 
the ‘alternatives to’ assessment conducted 
through OPA and IESO planning processes.  
Include any further details as supporting 
documentation.  
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Although Hydro One is proposing to prepare 
a focused EA, a detailed summary of the 
assessment conducted by OPA and IESO 
should be presented in the ToR document. 
The ToR should include some analysis of 
‘alternatives to’ to provide the necessary 
justification and rationale for why the 
expansion of the current East West Tie 
corridor is the preferred option.  This 
information should also be confirmed and 
validated by providing supporting 
documentation.   


63.  Section 4.2, page 27 A reference to “East-West Tie project” is 
confusing because there is currently another 
EA project with the same name.  It would be 
better to frame it as the summary of the 
proposed expansion of the East-West Tie 
corridor.  To improve clarity, consider the 
following revision:  
 
“The expansion of the East-West tie project 
corridor has been identified by the Ministry 
of Energy, the OEB and the IESO as a 
priority project, as per an Order-in-Council 
issued by the Lieutenant Governor in Council 
on March 4, 2016.  As such, this ToR 
proposes and will utilize a focused EA will 
be prepared method. 


 


64.  Section 4.2, page 28 This paragraph is very confusing.  At some 
points, it is unclear whether you are referring 
to alternatives to or alternative methods.  To 


Revise this section accordingly 
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 improve clarity, consider the following 


revision:   
 
“Under In accordance with subsections 
6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act, a focused 
EA will be prepared.  The assessment of 
alternatives to the undertaking and 
approach will take into account the IESO 
and OPA planning processes 
recommendations.  As such, the need and 
method for the goals of the project have has 
been clearly identified and the ToR EA will 
not contain an assessment of alternatives to 
the undertaking.  
 
It is also recommended that any discussion 
of alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking be moved to Section 4.4. 


65.  Section 4.3 In accordance with Section 5.2.5 of the Code 
of Practice, the “Do Nothing” alternative 
should always be considered.  It acts as a 
starting point for the comparison of 
alternatives.   


See Comment #42.  Revise this section 
accordingly.   


66.  Section 4.4, general This section discusses alternatives methods 
of carrying out the undertaking and therefore 
should be renamed “Alternatives Methods of 
Carrying out the Undertaking” 
 
As such, there needs to be a clear statement 
at the beginning of this section listing the 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking that will be identified, evaluated 


Revise heading and text accordingly.  Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR.     
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 and assessed in the EA.  This is not limited 


to just routing alternatives.  For instance, 
alternative methods should include but not 
limited to: 


• Alternative routes between the 
Thunder Bay and Wawa 


• Local refinements to the Reference 
Route 


• Alternative designs:  
o Towers (i.e. types and 


specific siting), new access 
roads etc. 


 
This should be following by subsections for 
each of the above referenced alternative 
methods which will provide further 
information and preliminary details. 


67.  Section 4.4, general Need to expand on the explanation for 
limiting the number of route alternatives to 
be considered in the EA (i.e. connection 
criteria and Provincial Policy Statement).  
Our understanding is that there are a 
number of linear corridors that are located 
between Thunder Bay and Wawa.  Why will 
the EA not identify, evaluate and assess all 
these potential corridors?   
 
If limiting the number of route alternatives to 
be considered in the EA, thorough 
justification and rationale is required.  In 
accordance with section 5.2.5 of the Code of 
Practice, the ToR should provide justification 


Revise text accordingly.  Please provide the 
additional information in this section of the 
ToR.   
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 for limiting the examination of alternatives 


and a statement of the rationale for the 
alternatives that will be examined the EA.  
This should be accompanied by supporting 
documentation.     
 
Furthermore, provide background on the 
reference route and the justification for its 
use. 
 
If justification and rationale for limiting the 
number of route alternatives to be 
considered in the EA cannot be provided in 
the ToR, please include a commitment that a 
thorough screening of the route alternatives 
will be provided in the EA (i.e. the EA will 
identify, evaluate and assess a reasonable 
range of potential linear corridors that are 
located between Thunder Bay and Wawa).  


68.  Section 4.4, page 29 Section 5.2.5 of the ministry’s Code of 
Practice identifies a number of questions that 
can be used by proponents when 
determining the alternatives that should be 
considered during the EA process.  These 
questions are designed to aid proponents in 
identifying and determining an initial range of 
alternatives, that may reasonably address 
the problem or opportunity that prompted the 
initiation of the EA process and be within a 
proponent’s ability to implement, that should 
be carried forward for further consideration 
during the EA process.  These questions are 


Please remove text regarding the questions 
listed in section 5.2.5 of the ministry’s Code of 
Practice. 
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 not intended to be used as a means by 


which alternatives are compared and 
assessed or by which a preferred alternative 
is determined.       


69.  Section 4.4.1, general Local refinements to the reference route 
might be required as a result of consultation, 
to avoid sensitive environmental features 
(natural, socio-economic, cultural etc.), 
technical considerations, and request of 
landowners.  This needs to be clearly 
articulate in this subsection.      
 
Also, please statement that the need for 
local refinements to the reference route and 
final siting will be determined and evaluated 
during the EA process.    


Revise text accordingly.   


70.  Section 4.4.1, page 
30 


The last three paragraphs on this page 
briefly describe a preliminary list of criteria 
and indicators (i.e. Appendix 2 of the draft 
ToR) and a preliminary assessment and 
evaluation methodology that will be utilized 
during the EA process.  However the 
discussion only refers to the alternatives 
methods related to local refinements to the 
reference route and is insufficient.    
 
To improve clarity and flow, any discussion 
of the preliminary list of criteria and 
indicators (i.e. Appendix 2 of the draft ToR) 
and a preliminary assessment and 
evaluation methodology should be moved to 
Section 4.5 of this ToR document.   


Please remove text regarding preliminary list 
of criteria and indicators and the preliminary 
assessment and evaluation methodology.  
See Comment #71.  
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In addition, this discussion should be general 
and apply to all alternative methods.  In 
accordance with Section 5.2.7 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is the 
ministry’s expectation that Hydro One will 
conduct a systematic evaluation of all the 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking. 


71.  Section 4.5, general 
 
 
 
 


The purpose of this section is to describe the 
approach to be taken in the assessment and 
evaluation of the alternatives in the EA.  At 
the heart of the EA planning process in 
Ontario is the comparative analysis of 
alternatives, assessing advantages and 
disadvantages and determining the best 
alternative that is appropriate to address the 
problem or opportunity.    
 
In accordance with Section 5.2.7 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, proponents must 
conduct a systematic evaluation of the 
alternatives.   
 
Evaluation Methodology  
The ToR should either identify the evaluation 
method(s) to be used and the reason for its 
selection or outline the general parameters 
that will be used to identify the evaluation 
method(s) in the EA.   
 
Please clearly indicated at the evaluation 


Please revise this section accordingly.   
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 method(s) will be used during EA process to 


assess: 
 


• Potential environmental effects 
• Impact management measures 
• Net effects  
• advantages and disadvantages 


 
of the alternatives on the environment during 
all phases of the project (i.e. construction, 
operation, maintenance etc.).  
 
The method(s) chosen must be able to 
produce an assessment that is clear logical 
and traceable. 
 
Criterial and Indicators 
The evaluation method(s) are based on a set 
of criteria and indicators.  Sufficient 
information about the criteria and indicators, 
or how they will be developed, should be 
given in the ToR to ensure that they can be 
understood by interested persons who are 
then able to provide informed comments.  
For instance, the ToR should explain the 
rationale for the selection of each of the 
proposed criteria and indicators, and an 
explanation about how each criteria and 
indicator may be further developed during 
the EA process. 
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 Data Sources 


The main body of the ToR should state the 
potential data sources for the criteria and 
indicators that will be used during the EA 
process.  
 
Overall 
Please indicate that the information provided 
in this section is preliminary and more detail 
will be provided in the EA.  Include a 
commitment in the ToR document that the 
criteria, indicators and evaluation method(s) 
will be further developed and refined during 
the EA process, in consultation with the 
public, government agencies, Indigenous 
communities, and any other interested 
persons.  


72.  Section 4.6, page 31 If the general location of the project and 
certain technical considerations has been 
determined through another planning 
process, then those details needs to be 
clearly presented in this section of the ToR 
document and the associated supporting 
documentation must be provided. (See 
Comments #1 and #14)   


Revise text accordingly.  Please provide 
supporting documentation to confirm and 
validate the information provided (See 
Comment #1 and #14).   
 
 


73.  Section 4.6.1, general 
 
 
 


This section briefly describes alternative 
design considerations and preliminary 
assessment and evaluation methodology 
that will be utilized during the EA process.  
As per Comment #70, to improve clarity and 
flow, any discussion of criteria and indicators 
and a preliminary assessment and 


Please revise this section accordingly.  See 
Comment #71 
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 evaluation methodology should be moved to 


Section 4.5 of this ToR document.  This 
discussion should be general and apply to all 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking.  


74.  Section 4.6.2, general Any discussion of the technical 
considerations for the transmission line 
ROW should include all proposed routes and 
not be specific to the reference route (i.e. 
“For the section of the line through PNP…”).  
The preferred transmission line route will be 
determined through the EA process and the 
ToR should not presuppose the outcome of 
the EA.  


 


75.  Section 4.6.3, page 
32 


To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the last sentence: 
 
“This will be confirmed in the detail design 
stage for the Project. Further discussed in 
the EA” 


Revise text accordingly. 


76.  Section 4.6.4, general Only temporary access roads are mentioned; 
however, will any of the access roads be 
considered permanent?  Will these be new 
access roads or extensions to existing 
access roads?   


Revise text accordingly. 


77.  Section 4.6.6, general Will there be a need for construction camps?  
All components and structures associated 
with construction should be identified and 
discussed in the EA. 


Revise text accordingly. 


78.  Section 4.7.2, general The heading for this section should include 
“Maintenance” (i.e. operation and 
maintenance).   


Revise heading accordingly.  Please provide 
any additional information in this section of the 
ToR.       
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Does the Transmission Vegetation 
Management Program apply to this project?  
If so please provide further information.  


79.  Section 4.7.3, general What are examples of decommissioning 
activities for this type of project? 
 
Please include a commitment in this section 
of the ToR that states if decommissioning 
activities are required, a detailed review of 
the potential environmental effects and 
mitigation measures will be provide.   


Revise text accordingly.  Please provide any 
additional information in this section of the 
ToR.         


80.  Section 5, page 36 & 
Figure 5 


While the ministry understands proponents 
have specific project schedules they strive to 
maintain, delays may occur.  However, it 
should be the purpose of Figure 5 to 
highlight the key milestones during in the EA 
process to ensure that interested persons 
understand the process, and when they are 
able to review documents and provide 
comments before decision are made.  
 
As such, to improve clarity, please remove 
the “when” column in Figure 5 and the 
second last sentence on page 36: “The 
timelines in the figure are required to 
meeting the project need date.”   


 


81.  Figure 5, page 37 There are other key milestones after the 
formal submission of a final EA document 
that are absent from in Figure 5 (i.e. 
Inspection of the Ministry Review).  In order 
to improve transparency, please incorporate 


Revise Figure 5 accordingly. 
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 the missing key milestones.  Refer to 


Appendix A: Environmental Assessment 
Process Timelines of the ministry’s Code of 
Practice.   
 
In addition, the “Specific Consultation 
Activities” should specify that documentation 
(i.e. draft & final ToRs and EAs) will be 
reviewed by government agencies and 
Indigenous communities, as well as the 
public.   


82.  Section 5.1, page 38 To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first sentence: 
 
 “…best practices in public and stakeholder 
consultation and engagement…” 


Revise text accordingly. 


83.  Section 5.2, general This section should be incorporated as a 
subsection under Section 5.5 “Consultation 
Plan for the EA” 


Revise ToR document accordingly. 


84.  Section 5.2, page 38 Stakeholders should be consulted 
throughout the EA process and not just with 
regard to alternative methods.  Please revise 
the last sentence of the first paragraph 
accordingly. 


Revise text accordingly.   


85.  Section 5.2, page 39 Third Paragraph - Section 5.3 provides 
further information and details regarding 
Duty to Consult and Indigenous community 
consultation.  As such, to improve clarity, the 
third paragraph should include a reference to 
Section 5.3.   
 
Fourth Paragraph - Please include a 


Revise this section accordingly. 
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 commitment that the comprehensive project 


contact list will continually be reviewed and 
updated during the EA process. 


86.  Section 5.2, page 39 These bullet points are describing the 
consultation and engagement activities 
planned for the project during the EA 
process.  To improve clarity and flow of the 
ToR document, it would be more appropriate 
for this information to be moved and 
incorporated into to the list in Section 5.5.1.   
 
In addition, the last bullet point should 
remove reference to “draft and final ToR”.  
Any consultation and engagement activities 
related to the preparation of the Terms of 
Reference should be described in Section 
5.4. 
 
Also, the last bullet should specify that 
documents will be made available to 
government agencies and Indigenous 
communities for review, in addition to the 
public.   


Revise this section accordingly. 


87.  Section 5.3, general This section should reflect the up-to-date 
status of the delegation and notification.  In 
addition, to improve clarity and flow, it would 
be more appropriate for the list of 
communities as described in Section 5.4.2, 
to be incorporated into this section of the 
ToR document.    


Revise this section accordingly. 


88.  Section 5.4, general In accordance with Section 5.2.9 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, do not confuse 


Revise this section and subsections 
accordingly. 
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 consultation plan with record of consultation.  


 
The consultation plan is for future 
consultation that will take place during the 
preparation of the EA.   
 
The record of consultation is for past 
consultation that took place during the 
preparation of the ToR.  As such, this section 
of the ToR document should summarize the 
consultation activities that occurred and their 
results.  In addition, proponents must submit 
a separate and more detailed document 
called a Record of Consultation. See 
Comment #2.  
 
In order to improve clarity, the heading for 
this section should be revised: “Consultation 
Plan for on the ToR”.  In addition, each of 
the subsection (i.e. 5.4.1 to 5.4.3) should be 
written in past tense since they are 
summarizing what has already occurred.    


89.  Section 5.5.1, page 
45 


The review of a draft EA document should 
be its own separate bullet point. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


90.  Section 5.5.2, general Refer to comments from Peter Brown, 
Indigenous Consultation Advisor, Client 
Services and Permissions Branch, MECP.   
 
The EA consultation plan for Indigenous 
communities should clearly set out the steps 
a proponent intends to take with respect to 
consultation activities.  It should include, but 


Revise this section accordingly. 
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 not limited to, consideration of the following:   


 
• How Indigenous communities will be 


notified and consulted.  This includes 
a description of the consultation 
activities planned (i.e. notifications, 
information sharing opportunities, 
open houses, individual meetings 
with the community etc.). 


• Points in the EA process when 
Indigenous communities will be 
consulted.  


• Methods that will be used to consult 
with Indigenous communities. 


• Identify the decisions that Indigenous 
communities can provide input to and 
what role Indigenous communities 
play when the proponent makes 
decisions.  


• How traditional knowledge will be 
incorporated.   


 
Consultation plans should be developed and 
refined in consultation with Indigenous 
communities.  Each community may have 
different approaches and/or preferences with 
regard to consultation and engagement.   As 
such, some communities may prefer to have 
individualized plans.     
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 Other Items 


Please specify in this section that Indigenous 
communities are welcome to participate in 
the public consultation activities, in addition 
to the ones planned specifically for 
Indigenous communities.   
 
Please remove the word “groups” from all 
references to “Indigenous communities and 
groups”.  The appropriate reference is just 
“Indigenous communities”.     


91.  Section 5.5.3, general The appropriate reference is “government 
agencies” and not just “agency”. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


92.  Section 5.5.4, general  Please use one term (i.e. record) when 
referring to the consultation record.  Too 
many terms (i.e. log, database etc.) is 
confusing. 
 
Please clarify the last sentence in this 
section: “The Record of Consultation for the 
ToR EA will be submitted…” 


Revise text accordingly 


93.  Section 5.6, page 49 Please specify: “all comments and inputs 
received from the public, government 
agencies and Indigenous communities will 
be documented…” 


Revise text accordingly. 


94.  Section 6, general The section notes that environmental studies 
have been completed by another proponent.  
Hydro One specifies that they intend on 
using this information and will conduct a gap 
analysis to identify the need of verification or 
collection of data to complete the description 
of the environment.   


Revise text accordingly.  Please remove 
references to other proponent’s environmental 
studies throughout this section.  See 
Comment #12 and #60.   
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What are the environmental studies you are 
referring too and by which proponent?  Is 
this reference to NextBridge and the 
NextBridge EA?  The ministry would like to 
emphasize that as outlined in our November 
14, 2017 letter to Hydro One and reiterated 
in correspondence from March 16, 2018 and 
April 10, 2018; Hydro One's proposed Lake 
Superior Link Transmission Project is 
considered a new undertaking for the 
purpose of the Environmental Assessment 
Act.  As such, Hydro One is required to 
complete the requirements of the 
Environmental Assessment Act including 
preparing technical studies for analysis and 
evaluation and consultation requirements.  
This information must be completed and 
submitted as part of the Lake Superior Link 
EA.   


95.  Section 6, general Please include a commitment in the ToR 
document that a more detailed description of  
the environment and the baseline conditions 
for all environmental components will be 
provided in the EA.  


Revise text accordingly. 


96.  Section 6.1 and 6.2, 
general 


The subsections of Section 6.1 and 6.2 
provide information on proposed data 
collection tools/methods (i.e. studies, tests, 
surveys or mapping etc.) for each of the 
environmental components; however, in 
accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR should 


Revise this section accordingly. 
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 provide a preliminary description of the 


environment and baseline conditions.   
 
The current descriptions of each of the 
environment components have limited 
information.  Descriptions of the environment 
and baseline conditions should be 
sufficiently detailed to allow the government 
agencies to determine whether the proposed 
studies will meet the information 
requirements of the particular agency.  
 
For instance, further information that can be 
included, but not limited to: 


• A description of the Lake Superior 
Watershed and any secondary or 
tertiary watersheds 


• A preliminary list of SARs in the study 
area 


• A list of the species of fish that are 
expected based on aquatic features 
of the study area. 


Please provide further information on 
baseline conditions for each of the 
environmental components. 


97.  Section 6.1 and 6.2, 
general 


In accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR should 
include a list and brief explanation of the 
tools (i.e. studies, tests, surveys, mapping 
etc.) that will be used to provide a more 
detailed description of the environment in the 
EA.  Lists will not preclude proponents from 


Revise this section accordingly. 
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 conducting additional and more detailed 


studies as part of the EA.   
 
Although the subsections of Section 6.1 and 
6.2 provide information on proposed data 
collection tools/methods, to improve clarity 
and flow, this information should be 
integrated into one subsection.  As such, 
please incorporate a subsection in Section 6 
that includes a list and a brief explanation for 
each of the available or existing data 
collection tools (i.e. studies, tests, surveys or 
mapping etc.) that were used to determine 
the existing conditions of each component of 
the environment.  Also, please include a list 
and a brief explanation of the data collection 
tools (i.e. studies, tests, surveys, mapping 
etc.) that will be carried out to provide a 
more detailed description of the environment 
in the EA. 
 
Overall, sufficient information should be 
given in the ToR to ensure that data 
collection tools/methods can be understood 
by interested government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and members of the 
public who are then able to provide informed 
comments. 


98.  Section 6.1.1 to 6.1.2, 
general 


Field work may be required to gather 
information on environmental baseline 
conditions.  As such, please remove 
references to “no field work” and include 


Revise these subsections accordingly. 
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 statements such as “desktop studies will be 


used and supplemented with field work 
where required” or “field work will be 
conducted if necessary” etc. 


99.  Section 6.1.6, page 
56 


The last paragraph provides general 
information and references all environmental 
components.  As such, it would be more 
appropriate to move this to the beginning of 
Section 6.1 of this ToR document. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


100.  Section 6.1.8, general Please specify that potential project emission 
sources will be evaluated against regulatory 
standards in the EA.  


Revise text accordingly. 


101.  Section 6.1.9, general Please specify that potential noise emission 
sources will be evaluated against regulatory 
standards in the EA.  


Revise text accordingly. 


102.  Section 6.2, general To improve clarity and flow, considering 
separating the socio-economic 
environmental components and the 
cultural/built environment components into 
two separate sections.    


Revise ToR document accordingly. 


103.  Section 6.2.3, page 
58 


To improve clarity, considering the following 
revision to the first sentence of the last 
paragraph that: “The EA will describe and 
assess existing commercial, recreational 
and industrial activities…” 


Revise text accordingly. 


104.  Section 6.2.5, general Refer to comments from Peter Brown, 
Indigenous Consultation Advisor, Client 
Services and Permissions Branch, MECP.   
 
Indigenous community-specific criteria and 
indicators may be required for the evaluation 
of alternatives and assessment of the 


Revise text accordingly. 
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 preferred undertaking.  Please include a 


commitment in the ToR that specifies criteria 
and indicators of relevance to Indigenous 
communities will be developed in 
consultation with Indigenous communities.  


105.  Section 6.2.7, page 
60 


The landscape characteristic should be 
described for the entire study area, not just 
“the area located West of Nigigon, and the 
Pukaskwa River Provincial Park”.  As such 
please remove this reference.  


Revise text accordingly. 


106.  Section 6.2.8, general Has there been any preliminary consultation 
with municipalities, MTO etc. regarding 
services and infrastructure? 


Please provide the additional information as 
part of the Record of Consultation (See 
Comment 2).       


107.  Section 6.2.9, general What are the Hydro One Land Acquisition 
Compensation Principles?  Please provide 
further information. 


Revise the text accordingly.  Please provide 
the additional information in this section of the 
ToR.     


108.  Section 7, general Once the assessment and comparative 
evaluation of the alternatives is completed, a 
preferred undertaking will be identified.  The 
purpose of this section is to describe the 
approach to be taken in the evaluation of the 
environmental effects of preferred 
undertaking.   The intent is to allow the 
additional details developed on the preferred 
undertaking (i.e. design, operations etc.) to 
be assessed.  It also allows for the 
evaluation of impact management measures 
and net effects within the context of a more 
comprehensive description for the preferred 
undertaking. 
 
In accordance with Section 5.2.7 of the 


Revise this section accordingly. 
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 ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR should 


either identify the evaluation method(s) to be 
used and the reason for its selection or 
outline the general parameters that will be 
used to identify the evaluation method(s) in 
the EA.   
 
Please clearly indicated at the evaluation 
method(s) will be used during EA process to 
assess: 
 


• Potential environmental effects 
• Impact management measures 
• Net effects  
• advantages and disadvantages 


 
of the undertaking on the environment during 
all phases of the project (i.e. construction, 
operation, maintenance etc.).  
 
The method(s) chosen must be able to 
produce an assessment that is clear logical 
and traceable. 


109.  Section 7, page 61 To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision:  “The following section identifies the 
potential effects assessment and evaluation 
and associated mitigation measures to 
address them avoid or minimize negative 
effects. Table 2 identifies the preliminary 
environmental features and technical 
considerations that will be applied assessed 
in the evaluation of potential environmental 


Revise text accordingly. 
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 effects.”  


 
Please include a statement that the 
preliminary list of features/considerations will 
be developed and refined during the EA 
process in consultation with the public, 
government agencies, Indigenous 
communities, and any other interested 
persons. 
 
Are you referring to the preliminary criteria 
and indicators in Appendix 2?  If so please 
reference in the text.   


110.  Section 7, page 62 This first paragraph discusses mitigation 
measures.  However, to improve clarity and 
flow of the ToR document, it would be more 
appropriate for the discussions regarding the 
assessment of potential environmental 
effects and mitigation measures to be 
separated into two separate subsections: i.e. 
‘Effects Assessment’ & ‘Mitigation 
Measures’. 
 
Also consider the following revision:  
“Mitigation measures will be developed and 
described in the EA to avoid or minimize 
negative effects due to construction and 
operation of the project with due 
consideration of cost, safety, feasibility and 
technical standards. “ 
 
Please clarify what phases are included in 


Revise text and this section accordingly. 
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 ‘pre- and post-operational”.   


111.  Section 7.1 and 7.2, 
general 


The information presented in these sections 
needs to be revised in order to improve 
clarity and flow.  Potential environmental 
effects, mitigation measures, evaluation 
methods for alternatives, criteria and 
indicators, data sources etc. are all 
discussed at once.  However, this 
information should be separated and 
incorporated into the appropriate 
corresponding sections of the ToR document 
(as facilitated by my comments on the draft 
ToR).     
 
Potential environmental effects and 
mitigation measures 
The preliminary information discussed in 
Section 7.1 and 7.2 with regards to the 
potential environmental effects and 
mitigation measures, is related to the 
assessment and evaluation of the 
alternatives and the preferred undertaking.  
As such, it would be more appropriate for 
this information to be incorporated as 
subsections at the end of Section 6 of this 
ToR document.   
 
In addition, to improve clarity, it is 
recommended that this information in 
sections 7.1 and 7.2 be put into tabular 
format. 


Revise this section and ToR document 
accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


112.  Section 7.2, general To improve clarity and flow, considering Revise ToR document accordingly. 
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 separating the potential socio-economic 


environmental effects and the potential 
cultural/built environment effects into two 
separate sections.    


113.  Section 7.3. general This section specifies that the technical, 
administrative and cost considerations 
should be used to evaluate the alternatives.  
As such, to improve clarity and flow, it would 
be more appropriate for this section to be 
moved to Section 4.5 of this ToR document.    


Revise ToR document accordingly. 


114.  Section 8, general In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR must 
include a statement that the EA will include a 
comprehensive list of commitments made by 
the proponent during the ToR process, and 
where or how they have been dealt with in 
the EA.  Furthermore, the EA will include a 
comprehensive list of commitments made by 
the proponent during the EA process; 
including all commitments relating to impact 
management measures, additional works 
and studies to be carried out, monitoring, 
consultation and contingency planning, and 
documentation and correspondence.   
 
As such, consider incorporating a new 
subsection in Section 8 of the ToR that 
speaks to ‘commitments’ and references 
these requirements. 


Revise this section accordingly. 


115.  Section 8, general In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, a monitoring 
framework will consider all phases of the 


Revise text accordingly. 
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 proposed undertaking (planning, detailed 


design, construction, operations, 
decommissioning etc.).   
 
Please clarify what phases are included in 
‘pre- and post-operational”.   
 
Include a commitment in the ToR that clearly 
states a monitoring framework will be 
develop during the EA and will consider all 
phases of the proposed undertaking. 


116.  Section 8.1 and 8.2, 
general 


In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the monitoring 
framework includes two types of monitoring:  
 


• compliance monitoring – assessment 
of whether an undertaking had been 
constructed, implemented and/or 
operated in accordance with 
commitments made during the EA 
and the conditions of EA approval; 
 


• effects monitoring – activities carried 
out by the proponent after approval of 
the undertaking to determine the 
environmental effects of the 
undertaking.  


 
To improve clarity and flow, please clearly 
define the two types of monitoring in the 
corresponding sections; Sections 8.1 (effects 
monitoring) and 8.2 (compliance monitoring).   


Revise these sections accordingly. 
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Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 
 


 
Comments & Rationale 


 
 


 
Proposed Action/Solution 


 
 117.  Section 8.1, general This section is supposed to provide 


preliminary information on effects monitoring; 
however, it includes information on 
compliance monitoring (i.e. EA 
commitments).  As such, it would be more 
appropriate to move information on 
compliance monitoring to Section 8.2 of this 
ToR document.   
 
What is the project environmental 
management system?  Will it include effects 
monitoring in addition to compliance 
monitoring?  Please provide further 
information.   


Revise text and section accordingly.   


118.  Section 8.1, page 67 To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision:  “During the later stages of the EA 
process, a monitoring program will be 
developed…. will ensure compliance with the 
all commitments set out in this assessment 
made during the EA process, plus other 
environmental requirements….”  
 
Please move this paragraph to Section 8.2 
(See Comment #119) and incorporate a 
similar commitment that speaks to effects 
monitoring. 


Revise text and section accordingly. 


119.  Section 8.2, general The current information in this section 
regarding compliance monitoring should be 
replaced with the information on compliance 
monitoring from Section 8.1. 
 
In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 


Revise text accordingly. 
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Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 
 


 
Comments & Rationale 


 
 


 
Proposed Action/Solution 


 
 ministry’s Code of Practice, the EA will need 


to provide a monitoring strategy that sets out 
how and when all commitments made in the 
EA will be fulfilled and how the proponent will 
report to the ministry about compliance.  
Please include a commitment referencing 
this requirement in this section of the ToR. 


120.  Appendix 2 The table should clearly identify which 
column refers to the ‘criteria’ that will be 
used for the assessment and evaluation of 
alternatives.  Also, the items under the 
“features considered” column should be 
separated into more specific criteria.  For 
instance, “environmentally sensitive areas” 
can be separated further but not limited to: 


• Natural heritage features (i.e. ANSI) 
• Wetlands 
• Species at risk 
• Terrestrial habitat 
• Aquatic habitat  


 
Also, items under the “environment” column 
should include cultural and built 
environments, and any other technical 
considerations. 
 
In addition, please include a column that 
identifies preliminary potential effects on 
each of the indictors. 
 
Also, as per Comments #12, #60 and #94, 


Revise table accordingly.   
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Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 
 


 
Comments & Rationale 


 
 


 
Proposed Action/Solution 


 
 please remove references to the existing 


NextBridge EA studies.   
 
Overall, sufficient information should be 
given in the ToR to ensure that this table can 
be understood by interested persons who 
are then able to provide informed comments. 
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Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Comments 


 
Proposal: Draft Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Proponent: Hydro One Networks Inc 
 


Comment 
# 


Reference to ToR 
Report 


Comments & Rationale  
 Proposed Action/Solution  


Enoch Tse, Senior Noise Engineer, Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch  
1 General I have reviewed the information and have no 


further comments. 
N/A 


Stefanos Habtom, Senior Wastewater Engineer, Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 
2 General I have reviewed the Draft ToR for the Hydro One 


Lake Superior Link Project and I have no 
comments in terms of the mandate of the 
Wastewater Review Unit. 


N/A 
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Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Comments 


 
Proposal: Draft Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Proponent: Hydro One Networks Inc 
 


Comment 
# 


Reference to ToR 
Report 


Comments & Rationale  
 


Proposed Action/Solution  
 


Guowang Qiu, Air Quality Analyst, Technical Support, Northern Region  
1 Section 7.1 Within the section of evaluation of potential 


effects on the natural environment, air quality 
was not included. There is a potential air quality 
effects during the construction of the project due 
to construction activities, especially for the 
fugitive dust. 


Consider the potential air quality effects 
from the construction activities, especially 
for the potential receptors near the 
transmission line, air quality impact 
assessment should be conducted and 
included in the environment assessment. 


2 Appendix 2 Air quality was not included in the list of 
preliminary criteria and indicators. 


Air quality and greenhouse gas emissions 
should be considered and included in the 
list of criteria and indicators to assess the 
environmental impacts of the project. 
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July 16th, 2018 
 
M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO: Antonia Testa 
      Special Project Officer 
 
FROM:  Mira Majerovich 
   Northern Region Planner/EA Coordinator 
 
RE: Draft Terms of Reference for Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Line 
 
As requested, I have reviewed the Draft Terms of Reference (ToR) for the project 
above. Generally, the planning process for the environmental assessment (EA) appears 
to include the requirements set out in the EA process. Please keep in mind that by 
acknowledging your intention to mirror the East West Tie EA and associated studies for 
that project (for reasons explained in Sec 4.1, pg. 27), you are assuming the document 
is without deficiencies. The following comments focus on land-use compatibility and 
environmental planning. The recommendations below will aim to improve clarity and 
better align the process with the ministry’s legislations, policies and procedures. 
 
Permit and Approval Requirements (Sec. 2, pg. 15): 
Please clarify that Lake Superior Links only plans to concurrently prepare for permits 
and approvals while the EA process is being undertaken. As written, it infers that permit 
and approval applications may be submitted during the EA process. Approval under the 
Environmental Assessment Act comes first and that approval under one piece of 
legislation does not guarantee approval under another. To reduce timelines, permit or 
approval applications may be submitted concurrently with the EA, however, these will 
not be approved until the EA process is complete. Also, the proponent can consult with 
other agencies to coordinate documentation that could meet both the EA and other 
applicable approvals as needed (Code of Practice: Environmental Assessments, pg 38). 
 
Soil Contamination (Sec. 7.1, pg. 62; Sec. 7.3, pg. 66): 
Please provide an approach for determining if and when assessing or managing soil 
contamination may be considered. While this may not be a significant concern, a 
complete assessment should consider the potential for soil contamination concerns and 
outline how they may be addressed. The Guide on Site Assessment, the cleanup of 
Brownfield Sites and the Filing of Record of Site Condition can provide some direction.  
 
Acoustic Environment (Sec. 6.1.9, pg 56): 
Please provide additional detail for the reference routes by referring to the communities 
that will be crossed, recreational areas, the existing transmission line and other potential 
sensitive receivers. 
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Noise level measurements, studies and/or mitigation measures may be required in 
some areas depending on the proximity to sensitive receivers. 
 
Acoustic and noise become a consideration when there is a point of reception and 
communities have a different acoustic environment. When a facility is proposed Ministry 
of the Environment’s Guideline D-1 Land Use Compatibility outlines the proponent’s 
responsibility in determining: 


1. The influence area 
2. Identity and distance from existing or committed sensitive land use(s); 
3. Severity of impacts; and 
4. Feasible mitigation (Guideline D-1, Sec 1.3.2). 


Ministry of the Environment’s Environmental Noise Guideline NPC 300 applies to EA 
projects. It provides sound level limits for different classes of areas (eg. urban, rural). 
 
Human Health (Sec. 6.2.6, pg. 59): 
Please provide detail on how noise, air and water quality will be assessed and managed 
either by linking these to other sections of the ToR (Sec. 6.1.8, Sec. 6.1.9, Sec. 6.1.2) or 
by adding details into this section. This section commits to only providing baseline 
conditions and potential effects for EMF’s. There are other human health issues that 
need to be addressed. 
 
Infrastructure and Service (Sec. 6.2.8; pg. 60): 
The construction phase of this project will likely generate significant waste. The 
proponent should assess the projects effect on existing waste management services. 
Do local waste management services have the capacity to accept additional waste from 
the project? 
 
Appendix 2 – List of Preliminary Criteria and Indicators Table: 
Under Potential Data Sources, please add to Socio-economic Environment (existing 
land-use, approved development, commercial activities) MNRF, MMAH, MTCS, and 
Parks Canada. For unorganized land, MMAH is the approval authority. MNRF 
administers the affected crown land and conservation authorities and Parks Canada the 
federal parks. 
 
Update the table to reflect any criteria and indicators under the Socio-Economic 
Environment for First Nation Communities through consultation and also include any 
from other stakeholders (eg. Traditional Land and Resources). 
 
Please rephrase land use in the table under the Rationale for Selection of Indicator to 
land use compatibility, when referring to potential for conflicts with existing land uses. 
While it may be inferred as stated, this ministry prefers to see land use compatibility 
clearly referenced. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations on the draft 
ToR. Please note that the above comments have been prepared on the basis of the 
preliminary information provided to date. Additional concerns may be identified on 
review of additional information. Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Regards, 
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Mira Majerovich 
Environmental Planner/EA Coordinator 
Norther Region, Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
 
Cc: Paula Allen, APEP Supervisor, Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks 
 








 
 


Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Comments 
 
Proposal: Draft Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Proponent: Hydro One Networks Inc. 
 


Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 


Comments & Rationale  
 


Proposed Action/Solution  
 


Archana Uprety, Hydrogeologist, Drinking Water and Environmental Compliance Division 
1 Not mentioned in 


ToR 
The study area in the EA should include 500 m 
on either side of the Reference Route and 
Alternative Routes. Project-specific potential 
environmental effects on groundwater resources 
are likely to occur within this area. For locations 
where extensive blasting is required, this 
distance may need to be increased.  


Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 


2 Not mentioned in 
ToR 


The study area in the EA should also include the 
area within 1 km from the project footprint, within 
which potential cumulative environmental effects 
on groundwater resources may occur.  


Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 


3 Section 6.1.2, page 
52 


To reduce risk to groundwater, a desktop study 
and door-to-door survey should be conducted 
prior to construction to determine local 
groundwater conditions, and location of water 
supply wells. Should the study reveal shallow 
groundwater conditions, or water supply wells 
located within the vicinity of the transmission 
corridor, mitigation measures should be 
proposed to avoid potential negative effects. 


Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
comitment to address concern. 


4 Not mentioned in 
ToR 


The EA should include a spill prevention and 
response plan, a waste management plan, and 
a blast management should blasting be 


Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 
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Comment 
# 


 
Reference to ToR 


Report 
 


Comments & Rationale  
 


Proposed Action/Solution  
 


required. The use of ammonium nitrate 
explosive in the vicinity of water supply wells 
should be avoided. 


5 Section 7, page 61  The EA should identify potential effects, assess 
them, and recommend mitigation measures to 
reduce or avoid potential negative effects. 
Project activities which may impact groundwater 
resources such as during construction, operation 
and maintenance should be assessed. Including 
but not limited to, impact to water supply wells, 
potential contaminant discharges, disturbing pre-
existing shallow contaminated soils, leaching of 
herbicides, managing precipitation and runoff, 
effects from dewatering, blasting, and artesian 
conditions.  


Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 
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July 18, 2018 
 
 
M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO:  Antonia Testa 
  Special Projects Officer 
  Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 
 
FROM: Scott Parker 
  Surface Water Specialist 
  Technical Support Section, Northern Region 
 
RE: Hydro One Lake Superior Link – Draft Terms of Reference.     
 
 
 
1.0 Introduction 
 
As requested, I have reviewed the surface water related sections pertaining of the 
Hydro One Lake Superior Link (LSL) Draft Terms of Reference (ToR), submitted June 
11, 2018. The purpose of the ToR was to initiate the planning process under the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment Act to identify the preferred alternative and to establish the 
framework for the planning and decision making process to be followed by the 
proponent during the preparation of the Environmental Assessment (EA) Report. The 
objectives of my review were to: 
 


 Assess the adequacy of the LSL Draft ToR to characterize existing 
environmental conditions, predict and assess potential environmental effects 
associated with construction and operation and compare alternative 
methods/routes for carrying out the undertaking;  


 Assess the efficacy of the proposed ToR surface water related work plans to 
detect potential aquatic impacts from the development and operation of the 
proposed Project;  


 Identify any data gaps and provide recommendations as to the best way to fill 
them; and 


 Provide recommendations for additional consideration in the ToR and EA, if 
required. 


 







 


 


2.0 Background  
 
Hydro One has initiated a study under the Environmental Assessment Act to construct 
an approximately 400 km long double-circuit 230 kilovolt electric power transmission 
line from the Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay to the Wawa TS 
near Wawa, Ontario. The Project will be operated for an indeterminate time period and 
decommissioning is not anticipated.The project proposed by Hydro One is similar to the 
East-West Tie project proposed by NextBridge, currently under MECP review, in that 
the purpose of the undertaking is the same and the project descriptions are similar. The 
difference between the two projects relates to a proposed alignment deviation along the 
route corridor. Hydro One intends to twin the exiting line through Pukaskwa National 
Park whereas the current NextBridge route goes around the park.  
 
Hydro One intends to utilize publicly available (EA document) environmental and 
biophysical baseline information of the reference route and the alternative route. Where 
there is an overlap in the study areas, Hydro One does not intend to duplicate these 
studies. Hydro One intends to verify and/or collect additional data where necessary to 
complete the environmental description for the proposed project. 
 
3.0 Surface Water Review 
 
The project is located in the Northwestern and Northeastern Lake Superior secondary 
watersheds and the following tertiary watersheds: Black Sturgeon, Nipigon, Little Pic, 
Pic, White, Michipicoten and Magpie. Surface water flows and water levels in the river 
systems crossed by the Project are controlled primarily by snow-melt and rainfall runoff. 
These river systems flow generally south, draining into Lake Superior.  
 
The proposed Hydro One LSL transmission line reference route intends to utilize the 
existing RoW transmission corridor through Pukaskwa National Park as well as the 
majority of the route proposed for the Nextbridge East-West Tie (currently in MECP 
review). A RoW will be cleared of vegetation to accommodate the transmission line 
around the communities of Dorion and Loon Lake between Nipigon and the Municipality 
of Shuniah. 
 
4.0 Conclusions/Recommendations 
 
The environmental impacts to surface water quantity and quality from transmission line 
construction are generally limited to access road construction and RoW clearing. The 
potential long-term operational impacts are related primarily to increased erosion and 
sedimentation as well as short-term increases in water level or “flashy” stream flows due 
to access roads and the cleared RoW. There is also the potential that removal of tree 
cover in the RoW and changes in stream flows and water levels may increase 
concentrations of certain chemical constituents, stream temperature and suspended 
solids in receiving water. However, most, if not all, operational impacts to surface water 
quantity and quality may be mitigated by utilizing best management practices (BMPs) 
during the construction phase of the Project and by the inclusion of riparian vegetation 
buffer strips and erosion control measures along streams that intersect the RoW to 
attenuate runoff from the RoW, reduce sedimentation and erosion and provide shade 
cover thereby reducing stream temperature. 
 







 


 


As the Lake Superior Link project moves forward, uncertainty can be reduced by 
making conservative assumptions, planning implementation of effective mitigation and 
monitoring measures and using available adaptive management measures to address 
potential unforeseen circumstances should they arise. Mitigation measures need to be 
based on proven and recognized best management practices, standard protocols for 
stream crossings, land clearing and/or working near water with machinery that are well 
understood and have been applied to road (and transmission line) construction projects 
throughout northern Ontario. 
 
The Project must be carried out in compliance with the best management practices for 
road construction and operation and will be constructed in accordance with the 
guidelines listed on page 63 of the Draft LSL ToR as well as Crown Land Bridge 
Management Guidelines (MNR 2008), Northern Land Use Guidelines – Access: Roads 
and Trails (INAC 2010) and Fish-Stream Crossing Guidebook (B.C. Ministry of Forests, 
Lands and Natural Resource Operations, B.C. Ministry of Environment and Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada 2012). It is recommended that the Canadian Council of Ministers 
of the Environment (CCME) Canadian Water Quality Guideline for the Protection of 
Aquatic Life for suspended sediment and turbidity be followed where bankside, in-
stream and/or dewatering work is required. Trigger/threshold values should be 
established and sampling should occur in potential sensitive receivers before, during 
and after such work is undertaken. It is also recommended that the following Ontario 
Provincial Standard Specifications be included to the requirements related to road, 
bridge and ancillary area construction:  
 


 Ontario Provincial Standard Specification (OPSS 805) – Construction 
Specifications for Temporary Erosion and Sediment Control Measures 


 Ontario Provincial Standard Specification (OPSS 182) – General specifications 
for Environmental Protection for Construction in Waterbodies and on Waterbody 
Banks 


 Ontario Provincial Standard Specification (OPSS 518) – Construction 
Specifications for Control of Water from Dewatering Operations 


 
5.0  Closure 
 
If you have any questions regarding the above comments and recommendations, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. The purpose of the preceding review is to provide 
advice regarding surface water conditions based on the information provided in the 
above referenced documents. The conclusions, opinions, and recommendations of the 
reviewer are based on information provided by others, except where otherwise 
specifically noted. A lack of specific comment by the reviewer is not to be construed as 
endorsing the content or views expressed in the reviewed material.  
 
 


Scott Parker,  
Surface Water Specialist,  
Northern Region 
 
 
 


 


 







 


 


c: Todd Kondrat, Surface Water Specialist – Group Leader 
c: Sam Shippam, Senior Environmental Officer, Thunder Bay District 
cc: Technical Support File #: SW 07 02. 
 








 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Comments 


 
Proposal: Draft Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Proponent: Hydro One Networks Inc 
 


Comment 
# 


Reference to ToR 
Report Comments & Rationale Proposed Action/Solution 


Sam Shippam, Senior Environmental Officer, Thunder Bay District Office  
1 General I reviewed the DRAFT TOR. At this point the 


district has no comments. 
N/A 
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July 26, 2018 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Mr. Bruce Hopper  
   Environmental Planner 

Environmental Services  
Hydro One Networks Inc.   

 
FROM:  Mrs. Antonia Testa 
  Special Project Officer 

Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 

 
RE:  Drafts Terms of Reference for Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link Transmission 

Project Environmental Assessment 
 
 
The Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) has completed its review of 
the draft Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Transmission Project Environmental 
Assessment.  The review was carried out to determine whether the document meets the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act and the expectations set out in the 
ministry’s Code of Practice: Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for Environmental 
Assessments in Ontario (Code of Practice).  In addition, the review also assessed the clarity 
and detail of the draft Terms of Reference documentation in order to ensure that the Minister of 
the Environment, Conservation and Parks will be able to fully understand all the information in 
the document when making a decision about the Terms of Reference. 
 
As such, the MECP offers the following comments in the attached documents for your 
consideration.  As per Hydro One’s July 17, 2018 letter to MECP, it is the ministry’s expectation 
that a revised draft Terms of Reference will be submitted for the ministry’s review.   
 
It is also advised that consideration be given to circulating the revised draft Terms of Reference 
and/or notifying government agencies and Indigenous communities that the original draft 
document has been substantially revised.  Government agencies and Indigenous communities 
should also be provided with an opportunity to review and provide comments on the changes 
that have been made. 
    



 
Should you have any questions, please contact me at 416-325-5500 or by e-mail at 
antonia.testa@ontario.ca.  If you feel a meeting would be beneficial, I can schedule a 
teleconference between MECP staff and Hydro One to discuss the ministry’s comments on the 
draft Terms of Reference.   
   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Antonia Testa  
 
 
Attachements – 8 PDF documents  
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From: Wallace, Craig
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project - Draft ToR comments
Date: July 26, 2018 8:11:22 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Testa, Antonia (MECP) [mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca]
Sent: July 26, 2018 7:32 AM
To: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Evers, Andrew (MECP); Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com;
 patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Wallace, Craig; Steven.Mantifel@HydroOne.com;
 Christine.goulais@HydroOne.com; Denise.Jamal@HydroOne.com; Brown, Peter (MECP); Post, Alexandra
 (MECP)
Subject: RE: Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project - Draft ToR comments

Hi Adam,

Yes you will be receiving MECP comments by end of day today.  I will send to you and Patty Staite in Bruce's
 absence. 

Cheers,
Antonia

Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment and
 Permissions Branch Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor,
 Toronto ON  M4V 1P5
T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca
 Please consider the environment before printing this email.

-----Original Message-----
From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com [mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com]
Sent: July-25-18 4:38 PM
To: Testa, Antonia (MECP); Evers, Andrew (MECP); Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com;
 patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; Steven.Mantifel@HydroOne.com;
 Christine.goulais@HydroOne.com; Denise.Jamal@HydroOne.com; Brown, Peter (MECP); Post, Alexandra
 (MECP)
Subject: Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project - Draft ToR comments

Hi Antonia,

I hope all is well.  Is MECP still intending to provide comments to Hydro One on July 26th for the Lake Superior
 Link Draft Terms of Reference?
If so, in Bruce's absence please send the documents to myself and Patty Staite and we can disseminate them as
 required.

Thank you.

Adam Haulena
Planner, Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T - 1-416-345-6596, C - 1-416-201-1108
adam.haulena@hydroone.com

mailto:/O=SL/OU=CAMTL1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ONTOR1/CN=ACCOUNTS/CN=WALLC
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com


From: Wallace, Craig
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Draft meeting minutes Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project - ToR Submission
Date: July 26, 2018 8:12:20 AM
Attachments: Draft Meeting Minutes-Lake Superior Link 12-07-2018 HONI MECP - MECP edits July 20 2018.docx

-----Original Message-----
From: Testa, Antonia (MECP) [mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca]
Sent: July 20, 2018 1:57 PM
To: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Evers, Andrew (MECP); Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com;
 patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Wallace, Craig; Steven.Mantifel@HydroOne.com;
 Christine.goulais@HydroOne.com; Denise.Jamal@HydroOne.com; Brown, Peter (MECP); Post, Alexandra
 (MECP)
Subject: RE: Draft meeting minutes Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project - ToR Submission

Hello Adam,

Attached are MECP edits/comments on the draft meeting minutes from our meetings July 12, 2018.

Cheers,
Antonia

Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer
Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch Ministry of the
 Environment, Conservation and Parks | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor, Toronto ON  M4V 1P5
T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca<mailto:antonia.testa@ontario.ca>
________________________________
From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com [Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com]
Sent: July 17, 2018 9:07 AM
To: Testa, Antonia (MOECC); Evers, Andrew (MOECC); Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com;
 patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; Steven.Mantifel@HydroOne.com;
 Christine.goulais@HydroOne.com; Denise.Jamal@HydroOne.com; Brown, Peter (MOECC); alex.pose@ontario.ca
Subject: Draft meeting minutes Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project - ToR Submission

See attached draft meeting minutes from our meeting July 12, 2018.  Please have revisions to me by EOD Friday
 and I will finalize the minutes then.

Thank you,

Adam Haulena
Planner, Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T - 1-416-345-6596, C – 1-604-347-8861
adam.haulena@hydroone.com<mailto:adam.haulena@hydroone.com>

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the
 person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is
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mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca
mailto:antonia.testa@ontario.ca
mailto:adam.haulena@hydroone.com
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Memorandum





Meeting Agenda



		Project Name:

		Lake Superior Link



		Prepared by:

		Bruce Hopper



		Meeting Date:

		July 12, 2018



		

		

		Meeting Time:

		10:30-12:00



		

		

		Location: MECP Office  



		Invited

		Antonia Testa (AT)

Andrew Evers (AE)

Patricia Staite (PS)

Steven Mantifel (SM)

Christine Goulais (CG)

Bruce Hopper (BH)

Craig Wallace (CW)



		MECP

MECP

HONI

HONI

HONI

HONI

SNC-L

		Denise Jamal (DJ)

Peter Brown (PB)

Alex Pose?Post

Adam Haulena (AH)

		HONI

MECP

MECP

HONI







		Item #

		Description

		Action by



		1

		Introductions

· Annamaria Cross is still the manager of Environmental Assessment Services but has assumed some Director responsibilities.  If Hydro One needs to direct information to a Director to direct information to, then it should be send sent it to Annamaria Cross.

		Round Table



		2

		Update on Indigenous Consultation

-meetings, CICs in nine communities

-Issues meeting with other communities

-Path forward



· AE asked about any other FN and Indigenous community comments on the ToR.

· We Hydro One continues to meet with more Indigenous Communities

· Initial meetings are with lands and resources staff.  Discussions include consultation agreements or letters of intent.

· Indigenous Communities leadership often determines that the rest of the community should know about the Project, thus we organize a CIC after initial meetings with lands and resource staff.

· CICs are structured with panels and a sign-in. 

· We Hydro One address discusses the ToR at the CICs and have has received some comments back. We also discuss mMonitors and environmental studies are also discussed.

· MECP was cc’d on comments from Biigtigong Nishnaabeg. 

· Hydro One will be responding to all comments received on the draft ToR.

· We Hydro One have has met with Red Sky Independent Méetis Nation (RSIMN) and have has started to address comments.  Key concerns include trapping, access, and invasive species management.

· PB asked if Hydro One is consulting on criteria and indicators (C&I).   MECP will look at the source of C&I in the EA and ToR.  C&I are not finalpreliminary in the ToR and can be modified developed and refined during the EA in response to consultation.  AE noted that method or source to assess C&I, desktop or field study should be noted in the ToR. 

· PB stated that the MECP will also be looking for consultation on how Hydro One will incorporate Traditional Knowledge (TK). TK to be gathered for each community and each community is different.

· Hydro One is working on customized consultation agreements with each community and intends to engage all of the 18 Indigenous communities. 

· PB stated that MECP can withhold information in confidence and does not need to be part of the public record.  Label documents with "Do not share publicly".  the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act has been updated and MECP can protect confidential information from being released to the public.  Hydro One or communities should clearly label any documents that should not be part of the public record with “Not for Public Disclosure”. CG stated that RSIMN has confidential clauses in their agreement. 

· Hydro One has received Ccomments received from Biigtigong Nishnaabeg, MNDM, Dorion, and is expecting comments from MNRF. Comments will be Fforwarded them to AT.

· MECP did not receive a rRecord of cConsultation (RoC) with draft ToR. CW to provide AT a working draft of the RoC and will provide updates as consultation continues. 

· CW to provide AT an up- to- date version of the contact list/Government Review Team list

· In addition to revisions to the draft ToR document, MECP suggests table format for addressing comments – issue, response, ToR section.   



		





















































CW



CW







		3

		Update on Field Study Program

-Discussion on studies that have been completed

-Proposed studies

-Involvement of Indigenous Communities



· CW provided an update on field studies

· Field Studies - focused on data gap analysis, namely Pukaskwa and Dorion.  

· Started late May 2018 - breeding birds, SAR, vegetation, wildlife and aquatics, myotis and whip-poor-will, caribou survey completed earlier this year. 

· Focusing on ROW where project footprint differs, laydown, access, fly yards. 

· Challenges in Pukaskwa to pick up data gap due to ongoing Indigenous Consultation.

· Field Studies expected to be completed end of Aug. - Sept 2018. 

· There is a reliance on NextBridge data where the lines follow the same route.  MNRF had concerns with the NextBridge data.  Hydro One will use more robust data collection method (i.e. more water crossings to be assessed).  MECP also expressed concern over the use of NextBridge data and reference to the NextBridge EA in the Hydro One ToR.  The NextBridge EA is still under review; therefore references to the NextBridge EA should be removed from the Hydro One ToR.  It should be clear in the ToR how data will be collected, through desktop studies and where information will be supplemented through field work (e.g. sources should be provided for each indicator identified).

· Visual assessments - Sensitive receptors are being determined through consultation (ie Nipigon River, ski trails, private land owner concerns). 8 to 9 preliminary sites have been identified, including some from CIC comments.  

· Archaeological Assessments - ARA, the company Hydro One has retained to do the archaeological studies, have initiated communications with Indigenous Communities about their participation in field studies. Receiving feedback from many of them, some want to be aware, others want monitors.  Hydro One will combine Stage 1/Stage 2 if possible and include Stage 2 in the EA if the time permits. 

· MECP commented that they have concerns with reference to Nextbridge in the ToR - need to remove it. Another way to approach it:  How are we going to collect the data? Use wording such as relying on desktop studies. 

· Commitments and justification will assist in the ToR review.  Hydro One should not limit themselves in the ToR by making EA type decisions.  

· Try to stay away from EA type decisions in the ToR.  Will ask for justification if in the ToR. 

· We Hydro One is are working with MNRF, applications made in March 2018.  Sent MNRF field work plans in April 2018.  Received the fisheries permit.  MNRF issued a letter to all the FN and Méetis.  The letter that went out was not reviewed by usHydro One.  MNRF understood the issue and provided a retraction.	Comment by Antonia Testa (MOECC): What were these applications for?

· No field work for groundwater is anticipated due to limited impacts.  Generally relying on GW/SW desktop studies.  Proximity to wells to be evaluated.

· AT: Reword from “there will be no field work” to “HONI will utilize desktop study unless fieldwork is required”, the ToR should not limit future assessments.  CW agreed.  Use the wording ‘desktop focus’ and not ‘no field studies’.

· Expand on study justification, more commitments, more open ended, justify decisions.  





		



		4

		Review ToR schedule and submission process

-Review schedule

-Confirm steps in submission of ToR (ie changes to Code of Practice, Letter to Director)

-Distribution of Proposed ToR

-Record of Consultation



· August 3 2018 was proposed by Hydro One as the formal submission date.  BH sent a formal letter to Annamaria Cross who will be providing a letter back. The MECP will be suggesting that Hydro One submit a Revised Draft ToR after addressing comments.

· MECP anticipates providing their comments by July 26, 2018. 

· The Do Nothing Alternative needs to be assessed. 

· Limited information with regard to the purpose/need for the project; and of aAlternatives to the project (IESO/OPA).  Bring this information forward these into the ToR document and include as supporting documentation and reference previous planning work. Justify the rationale for the need of the project in the supporting documentation. This should be able to be read by someone with little to no knowledge of the project.  

· Revised draft - End of August would be more realistic to get the Final Terms of Reference. MECP indicated that the revised draft could be reviewed in 15 business days. 

· MECP advised that Iif a final ToR is formally submitted without consideration of MECP and other comments or comments are not addressed adequately there are significant concerns then MECP we would recommend Hydro One have to take a 56 day ‘time out’ (max 56 days) to address these concerns.  Proponents are only allowed to take one ‘time out’, so all revisions and necessary consultation needs to be completed during this time.

· If revisions are not satisfactory, MECP could add modifications to the Projectmake amendments to the ToR, or ask Hydro One to withdraw.

· Hydro One can theoretically submit the final ToR on August 3, but are looking at significant risks.

· AT notes that work upfront will likely minimize delays further along in the ToR and EA process.

· PB stated that comments should be included from every community, even if the comment is that they do not wish to comment or that the comments will be provided at the EA stage.

· MECP expects to get comments from all 18 Indigenous Ccommunities 

· Revised draft of the ToR distribution will depend on the comments on the initial draft.  It will be part of the record of consultations.  Send it to whoever has provided comments or ask if they want to see another draft.  Hydro One should send the revised draft ToR and/or a summary of the revisions to everyone who was sent the draft ToR.  This process of following-up is proponent driven and best practices. Notify all Indigenous communities that there is a revised draft and notify of the intentions and . Send as a table of questions and answers and ensure reviewers have most up-to-date version of the ToR.

· Comments received should be included in the Record of Consultation for the final ToR.  The format for the Record of Consultation should allow the reader to understand how issues are being managed (i.e. issues, responses/resolutions, corresponding ToR section, etc.)

· CW: In a tabular form Hydro One will provide the changes and where the changes occurred to communities to ensure transparency.

· AE: Antonia will continue the draft ToR review.  Hydro One should send her the GRT list for her review.  CW will send updated contact list. Administrative work can be done before the submission date. Annamaria Cross will send letter to recommend a revised draft ToR be submitted.  Hydro One noted that they have a copy of the ToR summary form, which needs to be submitted to MECP two weeks prior to submission.



		



		5

		Dorion/Loon Lake Area

-preferred route and sub alternative routing considerations from feedback we have received

-consultation

-baseline data collection



· Hydro One will be assessing alternatives through Dorion and we are proposing a meeting with MECP and MNRF on the Dorion route.

		



		6

		Point of contact when Bruce is on vacation July 18th to August 7th

-Patricia Staite 416-819-0456



· Bruce's Vacation

· Antonia - Aug. 2 - 15 13 - we will give them a heads up - Adam Wright will probably fill in but she will confirm closer to the time.

· Andrew - July 26 - Aug. 13 (Special Project Officer)



		



		7

		Other



· Executive Summary - should be in the ToR - so cut and paste it into the ToR Summary form. Just a few paragraphs about the project in the ToR Summary Form.

· Hoping for aA Minister’s decision and Cabinet concurrence on NextBidge is currently anticipated by the end of the year.

· The Iissues resolutions process for the NextBridge project are confidential but it will be documented in the MinisterMinistry Review.

· Marathon TS was not included in the request sent to NextBridge. Two separate processes and is specifically for the EW Tie because there has not been a decision on the NextBridge EA and therefore presupposes a decision. AE will ask Annamaria and did not notice the timelines.  	Comment by Antonia Testa (MOECC): Please clarify this point.  



		











AE
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Hydro One Networks Inc. 
483 Bay Street 
North Tower, 12th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2P5 
www.HydroOne.com 
 

 
Tel:  416-345-6686 
Email: Patricia.Staite@HydroOne.com 
 

Patricia Staite 
Manager, Environmental Services    

 
July 19, 2018 
 
Ms. Annamaria Cross 
Director (A), Environmental Approvals Branch 
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
1st Floor, 135 St. Clair Avenue West 
Toronto, ON M4V 1P5 
Annamaria.Cross@ontario.ca 
 
Re: Intent of Submitting the Lake Superior Link Revised and Proposed Terms of 
Reference 
 
Dear Ms. Cross, 
 
I am writing to respond to your letter dated July 17, 2018 to Bruce Hopper, Environmental 
Planner, Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) and to advise you of Hydro One’s path 
forward on the submission of the final Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link 
project. Hydro One would like to retract the initial letter of intent to submit the Lake Superior 
Link Proposed Terms of Reference sent to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
(the Ministry) on July 10, 2018.  Based on discussion at a meeting with the Ministry on July 12, 2018 
and the letter sent from the Ministry on July 17, 2018, Hydro One no longer intends to submit the 
final Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Project to the Ministry on August 3, 2018.  
Hydro One intends to submit to the Ministry a Revised Draft Terms of Reference for the Lake 
Superior Link Project by end of day August 3, 2018.  Following the review period of 15 days as 
suggested by the Ministry for the Revised Draft, Hydro One intends to submit to the Ministry the 
Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Project by end of day August 31, 2018. 
 
If you have comments or would like to discuss please feel free to reach out to me at 416-345-6686 
or Patricia.Staite@HydroOne.com.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Patricia Staite 
Manager 
Environmental Services  
 
cc:  Elise Croll, Director, Environmental Services, Hydro One 
Antonia Testa, Special Project Officer, Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner, Hydro One 

mailto:Patricia.Staite@HydroOne.com


From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Hydro One Networks -Lake Superior Link -Intent of Submitting Proposed ToR
Date: July 20, 2018 9:14:44 AM
Attachments: image001.gif

Letter of Intent to MECP in Submitting LSL Revised Draft and Proposed Tor1.pdf

 
 

From: STAITE Patricia 
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2018 5:45 PM
To: Cross, Annamaria (MOECC)
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MOECC); CROLL Elise; HAULENA Adam; HOPPER Bruce; Testa, Antonia (MOECC)
Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks -Lake Superior Link -Intent of Submitting Proposed ToR
 
Annamaria
 
Please find the attached letter as per your request to advise you of Hydro One’s path forward on the
 submission of the final Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project.
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss further, please let me know.
 
Patty
 
Patricia Staite
Manager Environmental Services
Environmental Programs and Approvals
Hydro One Networks Inc.
483 Bay Street TCT 12
Toronto, ON M5G 2P5
 
o-416-345-6686
c-416-819-0456
patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
 
www.HydroOne.com 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
 
 

From: Testa, Antonia (MOECC) [mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2018 3:12 PM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MOECC); STAITE Patricia; CROLL Elise; HAULENA Adam; Cross, Annamaria (MOECC)

mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
http://www.hydroone.com/
http://www.hydroone.com/




 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. 
483 Bay Street 
North Tower, 12th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2P5 
www.HydroOne.com 
 


 
Tel:  416-345-6686 
Email: Patricia.Staite@HydroOne.com 
 


Patricia Staite 
Manager, Environmental Services    


 
July 19, 2018 
 
Ms. Annamaria Cross 
Director (A), Environmental Approvals Branch 
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
1st Floor, 135 St. Clair Avenue West 
Toronto, ON M4V 1P5 
Annamaria.Cross@ontario.ca 
 
Re: Intent of Submitting the Lake Superior Link Revised and Proposed Terms of 
Reference 
 
Dear Ms. Cross, 
 
I am writing to respond to your letter dated July 17, 2018 to Bruce Hopper, Environmental 
Planner, Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) and to advise you of Hydro One’s path 
forward on the submission of the final Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link 
project. Hydro One would like to retract the initial letter of intent to submit the Lake Superior 
Link Proposed Terms of Reference sent to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
(the Ministry) on July 10, 2018.  Based on discussion at a meeting with the Ministry on July 12, 2018 
and the letter sent from the Ministry on July 17, 2018, Hydro One no longer intends to submit the 
final Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Project to the Ministry on August 3, 2018.  
Hydro One intends to submit to the Ministry a Revised Draft Terms of Reference for the Lake 
Superior Link Project by end of day August 3, 2018.  Following the review period of 15 days as 
suggested by the Ministry for the Revised Draft, Hydro One intends to submit to the Ministry the 
Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Project by end of day August 31, 2018. 
 
If you have comments or would like to discuss please feel free to reach out to me at 416-345-6686 
or Patricia.Staite@HydroOne.com.  
 
Sincerely, 


 
Patricia Staite 
Manager 
Environmental Services  
 
cc:  Elise Croll, Director, Environmental Services, Hydro One 
Antonia Testa, Special Project Officer, Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner, Hydro One 



mailto:Patricia.Staite@HydroOne.com





Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks -Lake Superior Link -Intent of Submitting Proposed ToR
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hello Bruce,
 
On behalf of Annamaria Cross, please see the attached letter dated July 17, 2018. 
 
Cheers,
Antonia
 
 
 
Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor, Toronto ON
  M4V 1P5
T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca

 Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 
From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: July-10-18 5:15 PM
To: Cross, Annamaria (MOECC)
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MOECC); Testa, Antonia (MOECC); patricia.staite@HydroOne.com;
 Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com
Subject: Hydro One Networks -Lake Superior Link -Intent of Submitting Proposed ToR
 
Dear Ms. Cross,
 
Please find attached, for the records of the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks, a letter
 stating Hydro One Networks’ intent on submitting the proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake
 Superior Link Project by end of day August 3, 2018.
 
Please contact me or Patricia Staite with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

mailto:antonia.testa@ontario.ca
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:[mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com]
mailto:patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
mailto:Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com


From: Wallace, Craig
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -Draft Notice of Submission
Date: July 18, 2018 7:52:52 AM
Attachments: image001.gif

Response to HONI Ltr of Intent to submit LSL proposed ToR - July 17 2018.pdf

 
 

From: Testa, Antonia (MOECC) [mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca] 
Sent: July 17, 2018 3:06 PM
To: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MOECC); patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Wallace,
 Craig; Steven.Mantifel@HydroOne.com; Christine.goulais@HydroOne.com
Subject: RE: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -Draft Notice of Submission
 
Hello Bruce,
 
On behalf of Annamaria Cross, please see the attached letter dated July 17, 2018. 
 
Cheers,
Antonia
 
 
Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor, Toronto ON
  M4V 1P5
T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca

 Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 
From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: July-11-18 3:46 PM
To: Testa, Antonia (MOECC)
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MOECC); patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com;
 Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; Steven.Mantifel@HydroOne.com; Christine.goulais@HydroOne.com
Subject: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -Draft Notice of Submission
 
Hi Antonia,
In advance of our meeting tomorrow, I thought we would provide you with the attached copy of the
 draft Notice of Submission for your consideration.  Let me know if you have any comments. Thank
 you,
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com

mailto:/O=SL/OU=CAMTL1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ONTOR1/CN=ACCOUNTS/CN=WALLC
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:antonia.testa@ontario.ca
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Steven.Mantifel@HydroOne.com
mailto:Christine.goulais@HydroOne.com
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
















From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: antonia.testa@ontario.ca
Cc: andrew.evers@ontario.ca; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Wallace, Craig;

 Steven.Mantifel@HydroOne.com; Christine.goulais@HydroOne.com
Subject: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -Draft Notice of Submission
Date: July 11, 2018 3:45:59 PM
Attachments: LSL - Notice of Submission of Proposed ToR_Draft 11july2018.docx

Hi Antonia,
In advance of our meeting tomorrow, I thought we would provide you with the attached copy of the
 draft Notice of Submission for your consideration.  Let me know if you have any comments. Thank
 you,
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF PROPOSED TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.



Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has prepared a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project (“the Project”). Hydro One is submitting the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved, the ToR will serve as a framework for the preparation and review of the EA for the Project. As part of the submission process, the public, landowners, other stakeholders and Indigenous communities are encouraged to review the proposed ToR and submit comments to the MECP.



Hydro One proposes to construct a new approximately 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. As shown on the map, the reference route is generally adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor creating a bypass near Dorion and a section through Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. Alternative route sections have been identified around Pukaskwa National Park and, based on comments on the draft Terms of Reference, along the existing transmission corridor through the Township of Dorion. The targeted in-service date is the end of 2021. 



Project purpose 

The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.”



The planning process 

The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, the ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA. Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.

 

Review period for proposed ToR

The proposed ToR will be available for a 30-day review and comment period from xxx, 2018 until xxx, 2018. The proposed ToR can be accessed on the project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink, and hard copies will be available for review at the following locations in communities throughout the study area and Ministry offices:

 Municipal Offices

Township of Dorion – 170 Dorion Loop Rd., Dorion

Township of Nipigon – 52 Front St., Nipigon

Town of Marathon – 4 Hemlo Dr., Marathon

Township of Red Rock – 42 Salls St., Red Rock

Township of Schreiber – 204 Alberta St., Schreiber

Municipality of Shuniah – 420 Leslie Ave., Thunder Bay

Township of Terrace Bay – 1 Selkirk Ave., Terrace Bay

City of Thunder Bay – 500 Donald St. E., Thunder Bay

Municipality of Wawa – 40 Broadway Ave., Wawa

Township of White River – 102 Durham St., White River



Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Offices

Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch – 135 St. Clair Avenue West., 1st Floor, Toronto

Thunder Bay District Office – 435 James St. S., Suite 331, Thunder Bay



Submission of comments

Written comments about the proposed ToR must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on xxx, 2018 to the MECP:


Antonia Testa

Special Project Officer

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks – Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch

135 St. Clair Avenue West

Toronto, ON M4V 1P5

Tel: 416-325-5500

Fax: 416-314-8452

Email: Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca



Comments submitted to the MECP will be forwarded to Hydro One.



For further information about this project, please contact:

Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner

Hydro One Networks Inc.

Tel: 1-877-345-6799 

Fax: 416-345-6984

Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com

Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink

All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks’ Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.

Notice first published xxx, 2018



From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: annamaria.cross@ontario.ca
Cc: andrew.evers@ontario.ca; antonia.testa@ontario.ca; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com
Subject: Hydro One Networks -Lake Superior Link -Intent of Submitting Proposed ToR
Date: July 10, 2018 5:14:50 PM
Attachments: Letter of Intent to MECP in Submitting LSL Proposed ToR .pdf

Dear Ms. Cross,
 
Please find attached, for the records of the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks, a letter
 stating Hydro One Networks’ intent on submitting the proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake
 Superior Link Project by end of day August 3, 2018.
 
Please contact me or Patricia Staite with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca
Cc: patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Wallace, Craig; Medved, Luka;

 Andrew.Evers@ontario.ca; Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com
Subject: RE: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -questions
Date: July 10, 2018 5:14:41 PM
Attachments: image001.gif

Hi Antonia,
 
Shortly after sending this email I will be sending one containing a letter to Annamaria Cross stating
 Hydro One’s intent to submit the proposed Terms of Reference on August 3, 2018.
 
In response to your question below:
 
“Just for clarification and in consideration my June 26, 2018 email, is it still Hydro One’s intention to
 submit a final Terms of Reference on July 17, 2018?”
 
Further, in consideration of your letter June 26th, 2018 where it is stated:
 
“While we [the MECP] will make best efforts to undertake an expedited review to meet your requested
 deadline of July 10, 2018, we will ensure comments are provided by July 26, 2018.”
 
Additionally, in consideration that Hydro One has not received comments from the MECP as of July
 10, 2018, Hydro One has determined it will be necessary to extend the review period of the draft
 Terms of Reference to July 26th, 2018. However, we would appreciate comments from the MECP as
 early as possible.
 
We will be happy to discuss this further when we meet on Thursday.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

From: Testa, Antonia (MOECC) [mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2018 2:05 PM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: STAITE Patricia; HAULENA Adam; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com;
 Evers, Andrew (MOECC)
Subject: RE: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -questions
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Lake Superior Link Project -meeting agenda for July 12, 2018
Date: July 6, 2018 2:57:00 PM
Attachments: Meeting Agenda -Lake Superior Link 12-07-2018.docx

 
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

From: HOPPER Bruce 
Sent: Friday, July 06, 2018 2:57 PM
To: antonia.testa@ontario.ca; andrew.evers@ontario.ca; STAITE Patricia; GOULAIS Christine
 (Christine.goulais@HydroOne.com); MANTIFEL Steven; Wallace, Craig (Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com)
Cc: FAST Melissa; HODSOLL Stephanie; JAMAL Denise (Denise.Jamal@HydroOne.com); HAULENA Adam
Subject: Lake Superior Link Project -meeting agenda for July 12, 2018
 

Please find attached a meeting agenda for our July 12th meeting. Please let me know if you have
 anything you would like to add.
 
Thank you,
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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Memorandum





Meeting Agenda



		Project Name:

		Lake Superior Link



		Prepared by:

		Bruce Hopper



		Meeting Date:

		July 12, 2018



		

		

		Meeting Time:

		10:30-12:00



		

		

		Location: MOECP Office  



		Invited

		Antonia Testa (AT)

Andrew Evers (AE)

Patricia Staite (PS)

Steven Mantifel (SM)

Christine Goulais (CG)

Bruce Hopper (BH)

Craig Wallace (CW)



		MOECC

MOECC

HONI

HONI

HONI

HONI

SNC-L

		

		







		Item #

		Description

		Action by



		1

		Introductions

		Round Table



		2

		Update on Indigenous Consultation

-meetings, CICs in nine communities

-Issues meeting with other communities

-Path forward

		BH



		3

		Update on Field Study Program

-Discussion on studies that have been completed

-Proposed studies

-Involvement of Indigenous Communities

		CW



		4

		Review ToR schedule and submission process

-Review schedule

-Confirm steps in submission of ToR (ie changes to Code of Practice, Letter to Director)

-Distribution of Proposed ToR

-Record of Consultation

		BH/CW



		5

		Dorion/Loon Lake Area

-preferred route and sub alternative routing considerations from feedback we have received

-consultation

-baseline data collection

		BH/CW/SM



		6

		Point of contact when Bruce is on vacation July 18th to August 7th

-Patricia Staite 416-819-0456

		BH/PS



		7

		Other
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca; Andrew.Evers@ontario.ca
Cc: patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Wallace, Craig
Subject: RE: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -request for meeting week of June 9th.
Date: July 5, 2018 8:14:11 AM

Thanks for the prompt reply Antonia. Yes, I will distribute a draft agenda by the end of this week with a list of
 attendees from Hydro One.

Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com

-----Original Message-----
From: Testa, Antonia (MOECC) [mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca]
Sent: Wednesday, July 04, 2018 8:57 AM
To: HOPPER Bruce; Evers, Andrew (MOECC)
Cc: STAITE Patricia; HAULENA Adam; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
Subject: RE: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -request for meeting week of June 9th.

*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click links from unknown
 senders or unexpected email. ***

Hi Bruce,

Yes we are available to meet next week at our office.  However, are you available to meet the morning of July 12th
 instead of the afternoon of July 10th?  I will send you a meeting invite shortly.

Can you kindly send us the agenda a few days prior to the meeting.  You mentioned in your email below that in
 addition to the ToR submission, there are several other items you wish to discuss with us.  Can you please specify
 what those items are and also who will be in attendance at the meeting next week.

Cheers,
Antonia

Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer
Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Approvals Branch Ministry of the Environment and Climate
 Change | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor, Toronto ON  M4V 1P5
T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca<mailto:antonia.testa@ontario.ca>
________________________________
From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com]
Sent: July 4, 2018 8:04 AM
To: Testa, Antonia (MOECC)
Cc: patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
Subject: RE: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -request for meeting week of June 9th.

Hi Antonia,

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca
mailto:Andrew.Evers@ontario.ca
mailto:patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca
mailto:antonia.testa@ontario.ca


Would you be available to meet sometime next week? I would like to discuss with you the details regarding the
 submission of the ToR as well as several other items. I am heading out on vacation July 17 and would also like to
 just go over things with you before I go. I will send you a meeting invite shortly suggesting a possible date and
 time.  If possible could we hold the meeting at your office on St Clair Ave? Please let me know what works for
 you.  Thank you.

Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com<mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com>

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the
 person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is
 strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and
 delete the transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies
 (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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From: Testa, Antonia (MOECC)
To: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
Cc: patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Wallace, Craig; Medved, Luka; Evers, Andrew

 (MOECC)
Subject: RE: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -questions
Date: June 28, 2018 2:05:15 PM
Attachments: image001.gif

RE Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link -Notification of Submission of Proposed Terms of
 Reference.msg

Hello Bruce,
 
As per my June 26, 2018 email (see attached), notification of Hydro One’s intention to submit a final
 Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Project Transmission Project must be made in writing to
 the Director of the Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch (EAPB).  Once you have sent the
 MOECC that notification, you will then receive a letter from the MOECC confirming the date of formal
 submission of the Terms of Reference. 
 
In addition to the confirmation letter from MOECC, you will then receive instructions on how to proceed
 with the necessary preparations to facilitate the formal submission of the Terms of Reference.  The
 MOECC is committed to working with Hydro One to facilitate the distribution, formal submission and
 review of the final Terms of Reference.
 
For your reference, at least 2 weeks prior to the date on which the Terms of Reference will be formally
 submitted, Hydro One must:
 

o    submit a draft of the Notice of Submission of Terms of Reference to the undersigned for
 review and comment; and

o    complete and submit to the undersigned a Terms of Reference Summary Form.
 
The MOECC will then prepare memorandums that are to accompany the distribution of the final Terms of
 Reference documentation to government agencies, Indigenous communities and each of the public
 record locations where the documentation is to be made available for inspection. 
 
Just for clarification and in consideration my June 26, 2018 email, is it still Hydro One’s intention to submit
 a final Terms of Reference on July 17, 2018?
 
Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.  If you feel a call would be
 beneficial, I can schedule a teleconference between MOECC staff and Hydro One to discuss the above
 noted responsibilities, and next steps in the approvals process.  In the term, below are responses to your
 questions are in red text. 
 
Cheers,
Antonia
 
 
Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 

Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor, Toronto ON  M4V
 1P5
T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca

 Please consider the environment before printing this email.

mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
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RE: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link -Notification of Submission of Proposed Terms of Reference

		From

		Testa, Antonia (MOECC)

		To

		Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com

		Cc

		Evers, Andrew (MOECC); Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com; Wallace, Craig; Medved, Luka

		Recipients

		Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com; Andrew.Evers@ontario.ca; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com



Good Morning Mr. Hopper,





 





Thank you for your email.  I would like to advise you that as part of the submission process, notification for the submission of the final Terms of Reference is to be made in writing to the Director of the Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch.      





 





I would like to also state the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change's expectations with respect to how final stage of consultation on the review of the draft Terms of Reference for Lake Superior Link Transmission Project should be carried out.  It is this Ministry's expectation that Hydro One will respond to each of the government agencies and Indigenous communities that have submitted comments on the draft Terms of Reference documentation.  This includes the comments submitted by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change.





 





It is the also this Ministry’s expectation that any issues or concerns that may have been identified in the comments submitted on the review of the draft Terms of Reference documentation are appropriately responded to or addressed; and, that Hydro One will follow up with each government agency and Indigenous community, that has submitted comments on the draft Terms of Reference documentation, to determine if they are satisfied with how Hydro One has proposed to respond to or address their respective issues or concerns.  The results of this consultation are to be are to documented in the final Terms of Reference Record of Consultation; and, an overview of the issues and concerns raised during the review of the draft the Terms of Reference and how they have been addressed should be summarized in the final Terms of Reference documentation.





 





Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at your earliest convenience.





 





Cheers,





Antonia





 





 





 





Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer 





Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch  





Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor, Toronto ON  M4V 1P5





T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca 





  Please consider the environment before printing this email.





 





From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: June-26-18 2:09 PM
To: Testa, Antonia (MOECC)
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MOECC); Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link -Notification of Submission of Proposed Terms of Reference





 





Hi Antonia,





 





As per the Code of Practice, a proponent is to notify the MOECC Project Officer three weeks prior to the submission of a proposed Terms of Reference.  Please accept this email as that notification. Hydro One intends on submitting the proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Project by end of day July 17, 2018.





 





Please let me know if you have any questions. 





 





Thank you,





 





Bruce Hopper





Environmental Planner





Environmental Services





Hydro One Networks Inc.





416-779-0257





bruce.hopper@hydroone.com





 





 






This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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RE: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link -Notification of Submission of Proposed Terms of Reference

		From

		Testa, Antonia (MOECC)

		To

		Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com

		Cc

		Evers, Andrew (MOECC); Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com; Wallace, Craig; Medved, Luka

		Recipients

		Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com; Andrew.Evers@ontario.ca; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com



Good Morning Mr. Hopper,





 





Thank you for your email.  I would like to advise you that as part of the submission process, notification for the submission of the final Terms of Reference is to be made in writing to the Director of the Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch.      





 





I would like to also state the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change's expectations with respect to how final stage of consultation on the review of the draft Terms of Reference for Lake Superior Link Transmission Project should be carried out.  It is this Ministry's expectation that Hydro One will respond to each of the government agencies and Indigenous communities that have submitted comments on the draft Terms of Reference documentation.  This includes the comments submitted by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change.





 





It is the also this Ministry’s expectation that any issues or concerns that may have been identified in the comments submitted on the review of the draft Terms of Reference documentation are appropriately responded to or addressed; and, that Hydro One will follow up with each government agency and Indigenous community, that has submitted comments on the draft Terms of Reference documentation, to determine if they are satisfied with how Hydro One has proposed to respond to or address their respective issues or concerns.  The results of this consultation are to be are to documented in the final Terms of Reference Record of Consultation; and, an overview of the issues and concerns raised during the review of the draft the Terms of Reference and how they have been addressed should be summarized in the final Terms of Reference documentation.





 





Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at your earliest convenience.





 





Cheers,





Antonia





 





 





 





Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer 





Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch  





Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor, Toronto ON  M4V 1P5





T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca 





  Please consider the environment before printing this email.





 





From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: June-26-18 2:09 PM
To: Testa, Antonia (MOECC)
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MOECC); Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link -Notification of Submission of Proposed Terms of Reference





 





Hi Antonia,





 





As per the Code of Practice, a proponent is to notify the MOECC Project Officer three weeks prior to the submission of a proposed Terms of Reference.  Please accept this email as that notification. Hydro One intends on submitting the proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Project by end of day July 17, 2018.





 





Please let me know if you have any questions. 





 





Thank you,





 





Bruce Hopper





Environmental Planner





Environmental Services





Hydro One Networks Inc.





416-779-0257





bruce.hopper@hydroone.com





 





 






This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: June-28-18 12:40 PM
To: Testa, Antonia (MOECC)
Cc: patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com;
 Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
Subject: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -questions
 
Hi Antonia,
 
We are currently working on preparing the Notice of Submission and have a few questions for you:

·         Could you confirm the name and email address of the current Director of the Environmental
 Assessment and Permissions Branch?
Annamaria Cross, Director (A)
annamaria.cross@ontario.ca.  

·         We intend to place copies of the proposed ToR in the municipal offices within the study
 area. Could you confirm if the MOECC requires us to place copies in local libraries as well?
MOECC recommends placing copies in local libraries.

·         Could you confirm that it would be acceptable to make copies of the proposed ToR available
 for review at both the Thunder Bay and Toronto offices of the MOECC?
Yes this is acceptable.
 

 
Thank you,
 
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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From: Testa, Antonia (MOECC)
To: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MOECC); Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com;

 Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com; Wallace, Craig; Medved, Luka
Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link -Notification of Submission of Proposed Terms of Reference
Date: June 27, 2018 10:11:01 AM
Attachments: image001.gif

Good Morning Mr. Hopper,
 
Thank you for your email.  I would like to advise you that as part of the submission process, notification
 for the submission of the final Terms of Reference is to be made in writing to the Director of the
 Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch.     
 
I would like to also state the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change's expectations with respect
 to how final stage of consultation on the review of the draft Terms of Reference for Lake Superior Link
 Transmission Project should be carried out.  It is this Ministry's expectation that Hydro One will respond
 to each of the government agencies and Indigenous communities that have submitted comments on the
 draft Terms of Reference documentation.  This includes the comments submitted by the Ministry of the
 Environment and Climate Change.
 
It is the also this Ministry’s expectation that any issues or concerns that may have been identified in the
 comments submitted on the review of the draft Terms of Reference documentation are appropriately
 responded to or addressed; and, that Hydro One will follow up with each government agency and
 Indigenous community, that has submitted comments on the draft Terms of Reference documentation, to
 determine if they are satisfied with how Hydro One has proposed to respond to or address their
 respective issues or concerns.  The results of this consultation are to be are to documented in the final
 Terms of Reference Record of Consultation; and, an overview of the issues and concerns raised during
 the review of the draft the Terms of Reference and how they have been addressed should be
 summarized in the final Terms of Reference documentation.
 
Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at your earliest convenience.
 
Cheers,
Antonia
 
 
 
Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 

Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor, Toronto ON  M4V
 1P5
T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca

 Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 
From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: June-26-18 2:09 PM
To: Testa, Antonia (MOECC)
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MOECC); Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com;
 Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com; Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link -Notification of Submission of Proposed Terms of
 Reference
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Hi Antonia,
 
As per the Code of Practice, a proponent is to notify the MOECC Project Officer three weeks prior to
 the submission of a proposed Terms of Reference.  Please accept this email as that notification.
 Hydro One intends on submitting the proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link
 Project by end of day July 17, 2018.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
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 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Wallace, Craig; Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link Project -Terms of Reference open for comments
Date: June 26, 2018 3:52:51 PM
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Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

From: Testa, Antonia (MOECC) [mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 26, 2018 3:27 PM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: STAITE Patricia; CROLL Elise; Evers, Andrew (MOECC); Cross, Annamaria (MOECC)
Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link Project -Terms of Reference open for
 comments
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hello Mr. Hopper
 
Please see the attached letter acknowledging the receipt of the draft Terms of Reference for the Hydro
 One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project.  Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.     
 
Cheers,
Antonia
 
 
Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 

Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor, Toronto ON  M4V
 1P5
T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca

 Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 
From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: June-11-18 2:53 PM
To: O'Neill, Kathleen (MOECC)
Cc: Testa, Antonia (MOECC); patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com; Evers, Andrew
 (MOECC); Cross, Annamaria (MOECC)
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link Project -Terms of Reference open for comments
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Kathleen.Oneill@ontario.ca
Cc: antonia.testa@ontario.ca; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com; andrew.evers@ontario.ca;

 annamaria.cross@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link Project -Terms of Reference open for comments
Date: June 11, 2018 2:53:15 PM
Attachments: MOECC - ToR open for Comments - June 2018.pdf

Draft of LSL ToR 11jun2018.pdf

Dear Ms. O’Neill,
 
Please find attached a letter and draft Terms of Reference in relation to Hydro One’s Lake Superior
 Link project for your consideration. Feel free to contact me with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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1. Introduction 
 


The Terms of Reference (ToR) as defined by the Ontario Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 


(MOECC) is a document prepared by the proponent and submitted to the Minister of the Environment 


and Climate Change for approval. The ToR establishes the framework for the planning and decision-


making process to be followed by the proponent during the preparation of the Environmental 


Assessment (EA) Report. Supporting material filed in addition to the ToR includes the Record of 


Consultation and supporting documentation that is submitted under a separate cover. The Record of 


Consultation outlines agency, public, Indigenous (First Nation and Métis) and other stakeholder 


consultation undertaken during the development of the ToR.  Supporting documentation provides 


additional detail regarding the Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) Lake Superior Link Project (the 


Project or undertaking). 


The Project is one of several identified by the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) to meet 


Ontario’s current and future electricity delivery needs.  Industrial activities in Northwestern Ontario, 


particularly in the mining sector, are expected to drive strong electricity demand growth in the coming 


decades. Coupled with changes in the region’s supply situation, the IESO forecasts a need for new supply 


to meet future demand in Northwestern Ontario. The identified future demand can be met with 


additional transmission and/or generation. The IESO analyzed both transmission and generation supply 


options and recommended the expansion of the existing 230 kilovolt (kV) East-West Tie to ensure the 


long-term reliability of the electricity supply in Northwestern Ontario (OPA 2011). This recommendation 


is contained in a series of Ontario Long-Term Energy Plan (LTEP) documents (OPA/IESO 2010, 2013, 


2017a), that outline specific energy projects and other initiatives.  The LTEPs identify the East-West Tie 


project as a priority project based on projected industrial growth within Northern Ontario. This 


recommendation was based on technical, economic and other considerations. The need for the project 


was recently confirmed in the Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion (IESO 


2017b), with a specified a targeted in-service date of the end of 2020 for the new line.  


The Lake Superior Link project consists of a new, approximately 400 kilometre (km) double-circuit 230 


kV transmission line that generally parallels an existing double-circuit 230 kV transmission line corridor 


(the existing East-West Tie) connecting the Wawa Transformer Station (TS) to the Lakehead TS near 


Thunder Bay (with a connection at the Marathon TS), which is referred to as the Reference Route. The 


Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative that are to be examined in the EA are presented in 


Figure 1. The Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative identified in the ToR differ in the section 


around Pukaskwa National Park (PNP).  Further details regarding the Project, including the Reference 


Route and Reference Route Alternative, are provided in Section 4. 
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Figure 1 – Proposed Lake Superior Link transmission line routes
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The Project requires approval under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act, 1990 (EA Act) including 


Ontario Regulation 116/01 (O. Reg. 116/01). O. Reg. 116/01 requires the preparation of an Individual EA 


for a project of this nature and size. The first key step of the EA is the preparation of a ToR.  Hydro One 


has prepared this ToR for consideration and approval by the Minister of Environment and Climate 


Change. The ToR serves as the foundation for the EA process.  Hydro One will prepare the EA in 


accordance with the framework laid out in the ToR document in accordance with the Code of Practice: 


Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for Environmental Assessments in Ontario (MOECC 2014).  


 


1.1 Background on the Electricity Sector in Ontario 
 


This section summarizes the background of the electricity sector planning in Ontario and its relation to 


the current Project.   


Over the past two decades the electricity sector in Ontario has changed significantly due to a number of 


key pieces of legislation.  In October 1998, the Ontario Legislature enacted the Energy Competition Act, 


1998, authorizing the restructuring of Ontario Hydro with the aim of introducing competition in the 


wholesale and retail electricity markets in Ontario.  Of note, the Energy Competition Act, 1998 changed 


the landscape of the electricity market in Ontario and introduced market deregulation.  On April 1, 1999, 


in accordance with the Energy Competition Act, 1998, Ontario Hydro was restructured principally into 


three separate entities: (1) Ontario Power Generation Inc., (2) Ontario Hydro Services Company Inc., 


later renamed Hydro One Inc., and  (3) the Independent Electricity Market Operator, later renamed 


Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO).  


The Ontario government established the the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) through the Electricity 
Restructuring Act, 2004. This legislation made changes to the institutional arrangements of the 
electricity sector in Ontario and established the OPA as the province’s long-term energy planner.  
Specifically, the OPA was given the mandate to develop integrated electricity plans that look forward 
several years, with the purpose of providing sustainable electricity solutions to Ontarians into the future.  
 


 the OPA (merged with the IESO in 2015) was given the mandate to develop an Integrated Power 
System Plan (IPSP) and address the looming supply–demand imbalance in Ontario through 
conservation and generation procurements. O. Reg. 276/06 designates and exempts the IPSP 
from the EA Act.  Undertakings resulting from this planning process, however, are required to 
complete an EA if they would otherwise be required to do so; 


 the Government was given the discretion to determine the future “supply mix” for the Province 
as a starting point for the IPSP; and, 


 the OEB was given the authority to review and approve the IPSP. 
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The OPA prepared a 20-year energy plan in 2007 and together with subsequent public policy initiatives 


(primarily the Green Energy and Green Economy Act, 2009), transformed how Ontario produces and 


uses electricity. Implementation was planned through generation procurement and conservation 


measures, and by developing transmission. On January 1, 2015 OPA merged with the IESO to create a 


new organization that combines the OPA and IESO mandates.  The IESO is now directly responsible for 


establishing the need for new transmission facilities. 


There has been, and continues to be, significant interest in connecting renewable generation to both 


distribution and transmission systems as a consequence of the passage of the Green Energy and Green 


Economy Act, 2009. However, the ability of existing or approved transmission facilities in Ontario to 


accommodate more generation is limited. Given this, the Ontario Energy Board (OEB) issued a policy 


document titled Framework for Transmission Project Development Plans on August 26, 2010, which sets 


out the policy of the OEB for a framework for new transmission investment in Ontario (OEB 2010). 


 


1.2 Background on the East-West Tie Expansion  
 


The East-West Tie Expansion Project is required to ensure an adequate, safe, reliable and affordable 


supply of power to enable future growth and development in Northwestern Ontario.  


The 2010 LTEP was published by the Ministry of Energy to serve as an update to the 2007 IPSP, given 


developments in technology, demographic and economic trends, and growth of the renewable energy 


sector.  The Ministry of Energy’s 2013 LTEP notes that the project is a priority project and that 


engineering and engagement should commence on the East-West Tie Expansion project to meet 


anticipated electricity supply needs in Ontario’s northwest. The Updated Assessment of the Need for the 


East-West Tie Expansion (IESO 2017b) states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 


recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in 


Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” 


In August 2013, the OEB, through a designation process, awarded Upper Canada Transmission Inc. 


(NextBridge Infrastructure L.P. or NextBridge) the development phase of the East-West Tie project. 


Hydro One, as the owner of the existing stations, is responsible for connecting the new East-West Tie 


transmission lines by upgrading the associated transmission station infrastructure.  


On July 31, 2017, NextBridge applied to OEB for Leave to Construct for the line portions of the project.  


On August 4, 2017, the Minister of Energy addressed a letter to the President and CEO of the IESO 


expressing concerns of the scale of cost increases of NextBridge’s budget estimates of $777.2 million, up 


from the original estimate of $419 million. In response, the Minister of Energy directed the IESO to 


review all options to ensure that ratepayers are protected and to update the need assessment for the 


project based on the latest costs and system needs.  Previously, in the 2017 LTEP the government had 


stated the following regarding the cost of East-West Tie transmission project: 
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“As the project has moved through development, estimates on its total cost have increased. This is a 


concern, as Ontario is focused on making the electricity system more cost-effective. The government 


will review all options to protect ratepayers as the project continues to be developed.” 


In response to the concerns regarding the cost of the project, as well as its environmental impacts, 


Hydro One is proposing its East-West Tie Line project, called “Lake Superior Link”, to protect the 


interests of the public and ratepayers.  As compared to the current NextBridge proposal, the proposed 


Lake Superior Link project, including its two routing alternatives, has a lower estimated cost, a smaller 


environmental footprint, reduced annual maintenance costs, and enhanced opportunities for 


Indigenous communities to participate with equity stakes in the Project.  


A brief summary of the East-West Tie project chronology to date is presented below: 


 In 2012 the OEB initiated a competitive process to designate an electricity transmitter to 


develop a 230kV high voltage transmission line between Thunder Bay and Wawa; 


 In 2013 a designated electricity transmitter was chosen by the OEB for the development phase 


of the project; 


 In May 2014, NextBridge’s Amended Individual EA Terms of Reference was issued; 


 In 2016, through an Order-in-Council, the East-West Tie was declared a priority project; 


 Summer 2017, the designated electricity transmitter’s Leave to Construct updated construction 


cost projections substantially exceeded the costs submitted in the designation proceeding; 


 In August 2017 the Minister of Energy asked the IESO to explore options and update the Needs 


Assessment of the project. The IESO reconfirmed the project as the preferred alternative to 


meet the need of long-term electricity supply for the northwest on December 1, 2017; 


 On February 15, 2018 Hydro One filed a Section 92 Leave to Construct application with the OEB 


for a new transmission facility - “Lake Superior Link”. Relative to the NextBridge alternative, the 


Lake Superior Link reference route provides in excess of approximately $140 million of capital 


savings and over $3 million annually in operations, maintenance and administration savings. 


 


1.3 Proponent 
 


Hydro One  is the proponent for Lake Superior Link and is responsible for the development of the ToR 


and subsequent EA document.  Hydro One is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Hydro One Inc., and is 


Ontario's largest electricity transmission and distribution provider with more than 1.3 million valued 


customers, $25 billion in assets and 2017 annual revenues of nearly $6 billion. Our team of over 7,400 


skilled and dedicated regular and non-regular employees proudly and safely serves suburban, rural and 


remote communities across Ontario through our 30,000 circuit km of high-voltage transmission and 


123,000 circuit km of primary distribution networks. Hydro One is committed to the communities we 


serve, and has been rated as the top utility in Canada for its corporate citizenship, sustainability, and 


diversity initiatives. We are one of only five utility companies in Canada to achieve the Sustainable 
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Energy Company designation from the Canadian Electricity Association. We also provide advanced 


broadband telecommunications services on a wholesale basis utilizing our extensive fibre optic network. 


The common shares of Hydro One Limited, the parent corporation of Hydro One Inc., are listed on the 


Toronto Stock Exchange (TSX: H). 


 


1.4 Purpose of the Study and Undertaking 
 


The purpose of the undertaking is to ensure an adequate, safe, reliable and affordable supply of power 


to enable future growth and supply in Northwestern Ontario.  The ToR is required under the 


Environmental Assessment Act to initiate the EA.  The ToR provides the framework for the EA and 


discusses the major aspects of the EA and how it will be approached.   


 


1.5 Outline of the Terms of Reference 
 


This ToR sets out the detailed requirements for the preparation of the EA document for the Lake 


Superior Link project in accordance with the requirements of the EA Act. If approved by the MOECC, the 


EA must be prepared in accordance with the detailed requirements set out in the approved ToR.   


In accordance with the MOECC Code of Practice: Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for 


Environmental Assessments in Ontario, (MOECC 2014) the ToR contains the following information: 


 Identification of the proponent; 


 Indication of how the environmental assessment will be prepared; 


 Purpose of the study or undertaking; 


 Description of and rationale for the undertaking; 


 Description of and rationale for alternatives; 


 Description of the existing environment and potential effects of the undertaking; 


 Assessment and evaluation; 


 Commitments and monitoring; 


 Consultation plan for the environmental assessment; 


 Flexibility to accommodate new circumstances; 


 Other approvals required. 


Taken together, the following sections of the ToR are intended to satisfy the requirements under Section 


6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act:  


 Regulatory Framework (Section 2) 


 Overview of the EA Process and Approval Requirements for the Project (Section 3) 
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 Description of the Undertaking and Evaluation of Alternative Methods (Section 4) 


 Consultation (Section 5)  


 Existing Environmental Conditions in the Study Area (Section 6) 


 Environmental Effects Evaluation and Mitigation Measures  (Section 7) 


 Commitments and Monitoring (Section 8) 
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2. Regulatory Framework 
 


Hydro One will identify all necessary approvals that may be required during project planning and 


construction.  Where practical, Hydro One will begin preparation of construction-related applications 


concurrent with the EA process.  It will be necessary to initiate some permit and approval activities or 


applications during the EA process including any required consultation activities with members of the 


public, municipalities, agencies, and Indigenous communities and groups. It should be noted that some 


permits and approvals for construction typically rely on more detailed engineering and design 


information than is available during the EA process.  In this event, Hydro One will carry out required 


studies necessary to support those approvals prior to start of construction. The following sections 


outline the framework for regulatory approvals in Ontario for electricity transmission projects and how 


they apply to the Project. 


 


2.1 Ontario’s Environmental Assessment Act  
 


In Ontario, new and expanded transmission lines are subject to the EA Act.  Ontario’s Electricity Projects 


Regulation (O. Reg. 116/01), formed under the EA Act, stipulates the EA requirements for electricity 


projects in Ontario on the basis of the project type (e.g., transmission lines, transformer stations, power 


generation plants, etc.) and, in the case of transmission lines, the voltage of the line and distance 


traversed. The voltage of the line and length of the Lake Superior Link project requires that an Individual 


EA application be prepared and submitted under Section 5 of the EA Act to the Minister of the 


Environment and Climate Change for approval, which includes preparation, submission and approval of 


a ToR and an EA Report. 


The Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Electricity Projects (MOECC 2011) 


differentiates between Class EAs and Individual Environmental Assessments (IEA).  Class EAs are EAs 


approved under the EA Act to pre-approve certain classes of projects that have predictable and 


mitigable environmental effects. IEAs is a term used to differentiate an EA performed under subsection 


5(1) of the EAA from Class EA projects and generally have more uncertainty or potential for greater 


environmental impacts.    


Hydro One is required to complete and submit a ToR to the MOECC for approval as illustrated on Figure 


2. The purpose of the ToR is to provide the overall study framework that will be followed during the EA. 


The public, Indigenous communities, government agencies and other interested individuals are provided 


with opportunities to comment. 
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Figure 2 – Environmental assessment timeline. Source: MOECC 2016 
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Should the ToR be approved by the Minister of the Environment of Climate Change, it will be used by 


Hydro One to guide the completion of the EA to ensure that it meets the intent of the EA Act.  The 


results of the EA process will then be documented in an EA Report to be submitted to the MOECC for 


review and approval.  


There are two key documentation requirements for the application: 


 the development, submission, review and approval of the ToR; and,  


 the preparation, submission, review and approval of the EA document in accordance with the 


framework set out in the MOECC approved ToR.  


Under the EA Act, an EA can proceed under section 6.1(2) which includes an assessment of “alternatives 


to” the undertaking and “alternative methods of carrying out the undertaking or it can proceed in 


accordance with subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act which allow focusing of the EA.  The reason 


for proceeding with this undertaking has been established by the IESO and is documented in Section 1.4. 


The IESO concluded that a new transmission line is the most practical and cost-effective method of 


bolstering electricity capacity in Northwestern Ontario.  As such, this ToR proposes that the focused EA 


be prepared in accordance with subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1.(3) of the EA Act.  Table 1 provides a 


comparison of Section 6 requirements and the proposed Lake Superior Link EA documentation.     


Table 1 – EA and ToR Requirements. 


Section of EAA  


6.1(2) 


Described in Terms of 
Reference 


To be Described 


 in EA Document 


(a) description of the purpose of 
the undertaking. 


The ToR describes the purpose 
of the undertaking (Section 0). 


The EA will describe the 
purpose of the undertaking. 


(b) description of and statement 
of the rationale for 


(i) undertaking 


(ii) alternative methods of     
carrying out the undertaking and 


(iii) alternatives to the 
undertaking 


i) The ToR provides a 
description of and rationale for 
the undertaking (Section 0).  


ii) The ToR presents two route 
alternatives for carrying out the 
undertaking (Section 4) and 
how those alternative methods 
will be assessed through the EA 
process.   


iii)The ToR provides a rationale 
for a focused EA that does not 
consider a “do nothing” 
alternative nor contemplates 
alternatives to the undertaking 
(Section 4). 


i)The EA will provide a 
description of and rationale for 
the undertaking. 


ii)The EA will assess two 
alternative reference routes. 


iii)The EA will reiterate the 
rationale for a focused EA that 
was presented in the ToR.  
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Section of EAA  


6.1(2) 


Described in Terms of 
Reference 


To be Described 


 in EA Document 


  


 


(c) description of 


(i) environment that will be 
affected or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
affected, directly or indirectly 


(ii) the effects that will be caused 
or that might reasonably be 
expected to be caused to the 
environment; and, 


(iii) the actions necessary or that 
may reasonably be expected to 
prevent, change, mitigate or 
remedy the effects upon or the 
effects that might reasonably be 
expected upon the environment 
by the undertaking 


i) The ToR generally describes 
the environment that will be 
affected or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
affected by the Project either 
directly or indirectly. (Section 6) 


ii) The ToR describes the 
framework of how the EA will 
assess and identify any effects 
on the environment that will be 
affected or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
affected by the Project.  
(Section 7) 


iii) The ToR describes how the 
EA will address any identified 
effects either through 
prevention, change or 
mitigation.  (Section 7)  


i) The EA will describe, in 
greater detail, the environment 
that will be affected or that 
might reasonably be expected 
to be affected, directly or 
indirectly by the Project. 


ii) The EA will assess and 
identify any effects that will be 
caused or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
caused to the environment.  


iii) The EA will evaluate any 
effects identified and address 
them through prevention, 
change or mitigation.  


(d) an evaluation of the 
advantages and disadvantages to 
the environment of the 
undertaking. 


The ToR provides a 
commitment to describe 
advantages and disadvantages 
in the EA document (Sections 4, 
7). 


The EA will provide an 
evaluation of the advantages 
and disadvantages to the 
environment of the 
undertaking. 


(e) a description of the 
consultation about the 
undertaking by the proponent 
and the results of the 
consultation. 


The ToR describes the 
Indigenous, public and 
stakeholder consultation that 
was conducted for the 
development of the ToR.  
(Section 5) 


The ToR provides a list of 
contacts and a record of 
consultation developed through 
the ToR process.  (Section 5) 


The ToR also describes the 


The EA will provide a 
description of the Indigenous, 
public and stakeholder 
consultation that was 
conducted throughout the EA 
process.  The EA will identify a 
list of contacts consulted with 
and provide a record of 
consultation, status of 
consultation, summary of 
issues and summary of issue 
resolution.  
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Section of EAA  


6.1(2) 


Described in Terms of 
Reference 


To be Described 


 in EA Document 


consultation framework that 
will be undertaken during the 
EA process to consult with 
Indigenous communities, the 
public and stakeholders. 
(Section 5). 


 


 


2.2 Other Applicable Provincial EA Processes 
 


The Project is also subject to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) EA requirements 


for disposition of Crown lands in sections of the route that traverse public lands, including provincial 


parks and conservation reserves, and more specifically the MNRF Class EA for Resource Stewardship and 


Facility Development Projects and the MNRF’s Class EA for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves.  


Discussions with the MNRF have commenced and will continue during the EA phase to assist with the 


disposition of Crown land for the Project. In addition, public lands transactions under the jurisdiction of 


Infrastructure Ontario are subject to the requirements of the Ministry of Infrastructure Public Work 


Class EA. It is Hydro One’s intention that these other EA process requirements will be met through the 


Individual EA process for the Project.  


 


2.3 Ontario Energy Board Act 
 


The Lake Superior Link project requires OEB approval. The OEB regulates Ontario’s natural gas and 


electricity industries and is responsible for ensuring construction and operation of proposed 


transmission facilities are in the public interest.  The OEB’s role is to review a transmission project’s 


effect on consumers with respect to prices, reliability and quality of electricity service. The OEB operates 


as an adjudicative tribunal and carries out its functions through oral or written public hearings. There 


are potentially two applications with the OEB related to the Project: 


 Leave to Construct - The Project is subject to “Leave to Construct” approval under Section 92 of 


the OEB Act.  The OEB review of Hydro One’s application for Leave to Construct approval 


examines technical aspects, consumer protection and also includes provisions for 


engagement/consultation.  Hydro One submitted a section 92 Leave to Construct application to 


the OEB on February 15, 2018.   
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 Early Access to Land (subsection 98 (1.1) of the OEB Act).  Early access allows Hydro One 


employees and representatives to access private properties affected by the proposed Project in 


order to undertake a limited number of activities (including biological and archaeological field 


studies, data collection, legal surveys and soil testing) while the Section 92 application is under 


consideration by the OEB.  This early access is required to gather seasonal data for the EA and 


other approvals and to bring the project in-service by the required due date. 


 


2.4 The Expropriation Act 
 


Hydro One’s goal is to secure voluntary property settlements with affected property owners (“Property 


Owners”) in a timely manner, to the extent practicable, for the portion of properties to be utilized for 


the Project.  Property Owners will be offered the choice of Hydro One acquiring either an easement or 


the fee simple interest in the lands required for the Project. Hydro One’s offers will be based upon 


appraisal reports prepared by external, independent Accredited Appraisal Institute of Canada (AACI) 


appraisers retained by Hydro One. 


Hydro One’s primary intent is to negotiate easement rights with landowners. In some cases, it will be 


necessary to purchase entire properties where current uses are incompatible with a transmission 


corridor e.g., a permanent structure or residence under a transmission line.    


These project-specific land acquisition compensation principles are founded upon Hydro One’s past 


experience pertaining to land acquisition matters for new transmission projects. Hydro One’s central 


consideration has been the need for Property Owners to have flexibility and choice while balancing 


Hydro One’s desire to achieve timely acquisition of property interests and its obligation to ensure that 


expenditures are fair and reasonable to ratepayers. 


Should voluntary property settlements meet an impasse, Chapter E.26 under the Ontario Expropriations 


Act, outlines the conditions and restrictions under which a claim for expropriation can be submitted, and 


the rights of residents facing the claim.  The expropriation plan must be approved and registered under 


both the OEB Act and the Expropriations Act prior to commencement of construction of the new line.   


Expropriations would also need to be approved by the OEB under s.99 of the OEB Act. 


 


2.5 Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 
 


An electricity project subject to the EA Act may also be subject to the Canadian Environmental 


Assessment Act (CEA Act).  CEA Act includes a list of projects or activities (also known as Regulations 


Designating Physical Activities), which identify major projects with the greatest potential for significant 


adverse environmental impact and thus require a federal EA under CEA Act. 
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The Lake Superior Lake project is not considered a “designated project” as the Project does not meet the 


requirements as stipulated in the regulation designating physical activities, and therefore the CEA Act 


does not apply.  In the event that the Project is modified and meets the criteria at a future date, thereby 


becoming a “designated project” under the CEA Act, Hydro One will notify the Canadian Environmental 


Assessment Agency (CEAA). 


Although the Lake Superior Link project is not a designated project under the CEA Act, the Project may 


require federal approvals or authorizations where the transmission route crosses federal lands.  Federal 


lands include two First Nation reserves (Michipicoten First Nation Reserve and Pays Plat First Nation) 


under Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) jurisdiction (formerly Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada) 


and one National Park (Pukaskwa National Park) under Parks Canada jurisdiction. 


Authorization for works within Pukaskwa National Park will be required from Parks Canada.   Hydro One 


currently has a License of Occupation for its existing infrastructure and this license is currently being 


renewed, remaining in effect until such renewal is complete.  Upgrades to infrastructure within the Park 


are allowable within the existing license agreement as they are not considered new development.  Parks 


Canada has confirmed in a letter sent on 27 November 2017 that Parks Canada is prepared to continue 


to consider the Hydro One request in accordance with the License of Occupation, applicable laws and 


policies, and Indigenous consultation obligations.  Additionally, mitigations would need to be identified 


and  more information on construction impacts, as per Article 8.01 of the current License Agreement, is 


required, as well as  completion of either a Basic or Detailed Impact Assessment under Section 67 of the 


CEA Act. An updated Environmental Evaluation Report was provided to Parks Canada on January 24, 


2018, which satisfies the requirements of the agreement.  Studies and consultation will address impacts 


and mitigations within the Park area and the Impact Assessment will be provided to Parks Canada per 


Section 67.  


The usage of First Nation reserve land would require Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) authorization.  


Requirements to this end may be via Project Description Report and/or through a Land Use Permit.  


Consultation with local First Nations is ongoing throughout the lifecycle of the project and will include 


further determination of approvals for use of reserve land. Hydro One will consult with CEAA and will 


work closely with federal authorities to provide specific details about the location and extent of the 


project, including providing a project description, to enable a determination of any permit or 


authorization requirements.  


 


2.6 Other Relevant Provincial Legislation, Permits and Policies 
 


Based on current information, a number of permits, licences and approvals under Provincial legislation 


may be required.  In some cases, a final determination cannot be made until the detailed design phase 


for the project. These may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
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 approval under the Lakes and Rivers Improvement Act, to undertake work on shore lands and 


works within a water body (Consolidated Work Permit); 


 approval for ownership/easement of land on which structures are built from the MNRF under 


the Public Lands Act; 


 permits from the MNRF under the Public Lands Act, for site alteration on Crown lands or 


infrastructure on or over Crown lands; 


 work permit controls, at all times of the year, for clearing within 300 m of a forest or woodland 


from the MNRF Forest Management Branch under the Forest Fires Prevention Act; 


 approval under Aggregate Resources Act, to extract aggregate within Crown lands. 


 Forest Resource License to harvest timber on Crown lands as per the Crown Forest Sustainability 


Act; 


 Fish Scientific Collectors Permits and Wildlife Scientific Collection Authorizations from the MNRF 


under the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act;  


 Approvals to work within provincial parks, if required under Provincial Parks and Conservation 


Reserves Act; 


 Authorization under Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, should the Project potentially impact 


wildlife; 


 permits for application of pesticides from the MOECC under the Pesticides Act, for vegetation 


management during the operation phase; 


 under the Ontario Heritage Act, an archaeological assessment(s) is required to obtain Ministry 


of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS) clearance.   


 heritage and heritage landscape compliance with the Ontario Heritage Act.  


 approval of new structures, encroachment entrances or construction that may affect existing 


and planned highways from the Ministry of Transportation under the Provincial Transportation 


and Highway Improvement Act; 


 compliance with industrial design/construction safety regulations, including filing notice of 


project before construction commences, of the Ontario Ministry of Labour under the 


Occupational Health and Safety Act; 


 compliance with health regulations of the Ministry of Health under the Public Health Act; 


 withdrawal of staking rights or lands from prospecting under the Mining Act, 1990; 


 permits under the Ontario Water Resources Act (section 53) for water taking or discharge, 


dewatering.   


 approvals under the Ontario’s Environmental Protection Act (section 9) on airborne emissions, 


noise, hazardous waste and sewage/waste management.   


 Provincial Policy Statement [Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Ministry of Housing (MMA, MAH), 


2014}; 


 Water Management Policies and Guidelines (MOECC), Policy 1 and 2; and, 


 permits may be required under the Endangered Species Act. 
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2.7 Other Relevant Federal Legislation, Permits, and Policies  
 


Other relevant federal legislation and policies include, but are not limited to: 


 Species at Risk Act (Environment and Climate Change Canada);  


 Migratory Birds Convention Act (Environment and Climate Change Canada); 


 Fisheries Act (Fisheries and Oceans Canada); 


 Navigation Protection  Act (Transport Canada); 


 Aeronautics Act (Transport Canada);  


 Railway Safety Act (Transport Canada); 


 Parks Canada Agency Act (Parks Canada); 


 Indian Act (Indigenous Services Canada); and,  


 Canada Transportation Act. 


Federal policies regarding species and habitat protection include: 


 Policy on Wetland Conservation; 


 Canadian Biodiversity Strategy; 


 Convention on Biological Diversity; and 


 Wildlife Policy for Canada. 


All approvals that are necessary for the Project to proceed will be outlined in the EA document.  It may 


not be practicable to complete all required surveys in relation to other approvals prior to submission of 


the EA document, but Hydro One will commit to continue and complete all information collection prior 


to construction. 
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3. Overview of the EA Process and Requirements for the Proposed 


Project 
 


The EA study will comply with requirements set out in the EA Act. Hydro One will submit the EA for 


review and approval to the Minister of Environment and Climate Change, following an extensive 


engagement/consultation process.   As previously discussed in Section 2.1, the MOECC states: “A 


proponent should use subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) if there is a more defined planning process and 


more details of the proposal are already known (for example, the potential alternatives it wishes to 


evaluate).”  Based on the previously conducted needs assessment and the prioritization of the project 


from regulatory bodies, a more focused approach to the EA will be utilized.  


The EA will consist of the following components: 


 a description and purpose of the Project based on the recommendations and decisions of the 


IESO and the government; 


 a description of and statement of the rationale for the Project; 


 the EA will not include a description and rationale for the Do Nothing alternative as the Project 


has already been identified by the regulator as a priority project; 


 the EA will not include a description and rationale of alternative methods of carrying out the 


Project as it has already been extensively studied by the regulator and the preferred alternative 


has already been identified. However, the identified reference route and reference route 


alternative will be considered for the Project as well as design considerations and local 


refinements; 


 a description of the environment that will be affected, or might reasonably be expected to 


affected directly or indirectly by the Project and the alternative routes considered; 


 a description of the advantages and disadvantages that will be caused or might reasonably be 


expected to be caused to the environment as a result of the Project, and the alternative 


methods of carrying out the Project; 


 a description of the actions necessary or that may be reasonably expected to be necessary to 


prevent, change, remedy or mitigate any effects; 


 description of the advantages and disadvantages of the alternative route methods; 


 description of the public, agency and stakeholder consultations and Indigenous communities 


and groups engagement and consultation undertaken during the EA process; 


 pre- and post- development environmental monitoring plan (as necessary); and, 


 supporting documents, maps, etc., as required under the EA Act and its regulations. 


 


An outline of the ToR and its contents can be found in Section 1.5 which will contribute to the overview 


of the EA process and requirements for the proposed Project. The project as a whole will be assessed 


using the best information available with levels of detail tailored to maximize the clarity of the process.   
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3.1 Flexibility to Accommodate New Circumstances 
 


The lifecycle of a complex and geographically extensive and diverse project from the conceptual stage to 


operation may be subject to project changes. In addition, the time gap between a ToR and a successful 


EA submission potentially allows for new circumstances to arise.  To address these changes, there is a 


requirement for flexibility within the document to lay out a framework for a successful EA submission 


and subsequent construction and operational phases.  Project design updates, study area changes, novel 


information, and implementation of input from the consultation process are examples of new 


circumstances arising during a project lifecycle. These degrees of flexibility allow proponents reasonable 


measures to address unforeseen circumstances but still maintain regulatory compliance throughout the 


project phases without starting the ToR and EA process anew.  Some of these changes are likely to be 


minor and have limited consequences while others may be more significant and require consultation 


with a number of stakeholders and agencies.  Hydro One has prepared this ToR with the most complete 


state of knowledge at the time of its preparation but acknowledges the Project need to adapt to new 


circumstances.  


 


3.2 EA Document Preparation and Submission 
 


The EA will be consistent with the requirements on the EA Act described in Section 2.1. As described in 


the MOECC’s Code of Practice on Preparing and Reviewing Environmental Assessments in Ontario, the 


EA will include: 


 an Executive Summary; 


 list of studies and reports; 


 Terms of Reference requirements; 


 identification of the proponent; 


 commitments and monitoring; 


 other approvals; 


 consultation summary; and, 


 appendices. 


In addition, commitments to post-approval actions including project notification, remedial action plans, 


etc. will also be described. The EA will document need, the purpose for the undertaking, alternative 


routes, engagement/consultation undertaken, a description of and rationale for the undertaking, 


environmental baseline, environmental effects and proposed mitigation measures associated with the 


undertaking, commitments to compliance monitoring, and future commitments to be satisfied at 


subsequent design stages. Further information will be included if warranted.   
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In addition to the EA, reference reports will be prepared at appropriate stages of the EA to document 


technical work that is undertaken to support the decision-making process. These reference reports will 


be included as technical appendices to the EA as described in the Code of Practice. 


A draft EA will be made available to the public, federal and provincial government agencies, 


municipalities and Indigenous communities and groups for review prior to formal submission to the 


MOECC. The documentation will be available at government offices, public libraries and on the project 


web site. Hard copies will be made available to the Bands to allow for comments by their members. 


Subsequent to the pre-submission review and consideration of any comments received, the EA will be 


formally submitted to the MOECC for an approval decision.  


The EA will provide a comprehensive list of all relevant commitments made during the preparation of 


the ToR and the EA to guide future environmental work and engagement/consultation as well as effects 


and compliance monitoring.  All monitoring will be consistent with MOECC requirements. 
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4. Description of the Undertaking and Evaluation of Alternative 


Methods 
 


The project consists of a new approximately 400 km long double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line 


connecting the Lakehead TS to the Wawa TS, with a connection at the Marathon TS. The majority of the 


new transmission line will be constructed on a new right-of-way (ROW) that is largely on or adjacent to 


the existing Hydro One transmission corridor (the existing East-West Tie, or EWT). There are two 


exceptions to this routing. The first is the section of approximately 35 km in the Reference Route 


through Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure will be renewed and replaced, with no 


corridor widening required. Two new circuits and the two existing circuits would be installed on new 


quad-circuit structures. The second is in both the Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative and 


includes the routing of the line around the communities of Dorion and Loon Lake (approximately 57 km 


in length) within the section between Nipigon and Lakehead TS, which deviates from the existing EWT.  


See Figure 1 for further details on these route alternatives.  Temporary and permanent access roads, 


storage and laydown yards, will be form part of the project facilities and are discussed further in Section 


4. 


4.1 Study Area  
 


The Project is located in the Province of Ontario and extends from the Municipality of Shuniah near the 


City of Thunder Bay to east of the Municipality of Wawa. A key map showing the location of the Project 


and routing of the transmission line is presented in Figure 1. The majority of the Project is located on 


provincial Crown land, with some sections within easements acquired from private landowners. The EA 


will study both reference route and reference route alternative study areas.  


It should be noted that another proponent, NextBridge, has done studies in the area of the proposed 


corridor.  Where there is an overlap of the study areas, Hydro One is generally not duplicating these 


studies, but using the information available publicly through an EA document already funded by the 


ratepayers of Ontario.   


 


4.2 Alternative Methods 
 


The Environmental Assessment Act requires proponents under Section 6.1 (2) to conduct an alternatives 


assessment to demonstrate the advantages and disadvantages of the preferred alternative in 


comparison to other alternatives considered.  The East-West tie project has been identified by the 


Ministry of Energy, the OEB and the IESO as a priority project, as per an Order-in-Council issued by the 


Lieutenant Governor in Council on March 4, 2016 and will utilize a focused method.  An extensive 


alternatives assessment process has been previously performed by these agencies in the needs 
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assessments and rationale for the East-West Tie Expansion project conducted by OPA and IESO.  In these 


assessments, other alternatives to the undertaking, such as increased local generation and other 


transmission solutions were assessed and the proposed East-West Tie transmission project was 


identified as the preferred option (IESO).  Under subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the focused EA the 


assessment of alternatives and approach will take into account the IESO recommendations. As such, the 


need and method for the goals of the project have been clearly identified and the ToR will not contain 


an assessment of alternatives to the undertaking.  Instead, the evaluation of alternatives will focus on 


the assessment of alternative methods for carrying out the undertaking, in the form of routing 


alternatives.  A reference route will be evaluated against an alternative route to compare the 


advantages and disadvantages of each option in the context of the natural environment, socio-economic 


environment and technical-administrative and cost considerations.  


The sections below identify the transmission route that will be assessed and will describe the local 


refinement and design considerations.  


 


4.3 Do Nothing Alternative 
 


The “Do Nothing” alternative represents what is expected to happen if none of the alternatives being 


considered is carried out (MOECC 2014).  As with the alternative methods outlined above, the need and 


rationale for the Project has been clearly identified by the government.  The EA will not assess a “Do 


Nothing” alternative but instead focus on the comparative advantages and disadvantages of the 


proposed reference route and reference route alternatives.    


 


4.4 Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative 
 


Hydro One has put forward two route alternatives for assessment. Each of the proposed routes fulfills 


the connection criteria outlined by the government and have been developed to be located adjacent to 


existing transmission corridors, where possible, in accordance with the Provincial Policy Statement.  


Figure 3 shows the reference route (solid line) and reference route alternative (dotted line).  The 


reference route travels from the Wawa TS through Pukaskwa National Park to the Marathon TS along 


the existing Hydro One ROW.  From there, it follows the shore of Lake Superior until Dorion where it 


travels north of the existing ROW and connects to the Lakehead TS.  The reference route alternative 


follows the same route as the reference route, except that, prior to entering Pukaskwa National Park 


from the east, it travels north to White River and follows Highway 17 west to the Marathon TS to avoid 


the area through Pukaskwa National Park.   
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Figure 3 – Reference route (solid red line) and reference route alternative (dotted blue line). 


At a minimum, the alternatives assessment will consider the following questions, as outlined in Section 


5.2.5 of the Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for Environmental Assessments in Ontario 


(MOECC 2016) document:  


 Do they provide a viable solution to the problem or opportunity to be addressed? 
 Are they proven technologies? 
 Are they technically feasible? 
 Are they consistent with other relevant planning objectives, policies and decisions (for example, 


Official Plan, Provincial Policy Statement, Growth Plans under the Places to Grow Act, 2005)? 
 Are they consistent with provincial government priority initiatives (for example, waste diversion, 


energy efficiency, source water protection, reducing greenhouse gas emissions)? 
 Could they affect any sensitive environmental features (for example, provincially significant 


wetlands, prime agricultural area, endangered species habitat, floodplains, archaeological 
resources, built heritage)? 


 Are they practical, financially realistic and economically viable? 
 Are they within the ability of the proponent to implement? 
 Can they be implemented within the defined study area? 
 Are they appropriate to the proponent doing the study? 
 Are they able to meet the purpose of the Environmental Assessment Act? 


4.4.1 Local Refinements of the Reference Route 


 


The project team, in consultation with affected/interested persons, will highlight specific areas where 


the reference route could be refined if an alternative will result in potentially significant benefits, all 


factors considered.     
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As a result of consultation, the EA will work to seek other local route refinements and evaluate them.  


The evaluation will examine the differences in net effects and costs associated with local alignment 


configurations.  After engagement/consultation with landowners, agencies, municipalities, Indigenous 


communities and groups, and interest groups, the project team may refine the reference alignment.  


Hydro One acknowledges that consideration of local refinements may require additional and timely 


notification of new potentially affected landowners.  The decision-making process will be clearly 


documented and presented to stakeholders for input and comment, and to ensure that issues have 


been addressed.   


When route refinements are being considered, a local study area will be established. Data will be 


collected for environmental features within the study area to identify the preferred route alternative.  


This data is intended to assist in determining the overall effect of the ROW alignment on the natural and 


socio-economic environments to develop appropriate mitigation measures.  These evaluation criteria 


and indicators may be subject to refinement and modification during the EA process based on study 


findings, consultation and provincial policy.  Technical, administrative and cost criteria will also be 


considered in this process.   


Route refinement selection will be evaluated in a comparative manner by different factor groups 


(natural environment, socio-economic environment, technical-administrative-cost); criteria (human and 


natural components of the environment that potentially could be affected by the project); and 


indicators (direct quantitative measures that can be used to represent the measurements of potential 


effects for each criterion). Data sources will be identified for each indicator. For consistency and 


reliability, data sets will be limited to secondary source data readily available to Hydro One, for example, 


in a consistent Geographic Information System (GIS) format for the various options.  Some examples of 


indicators to be used for each criterion include the following:   


 Natural Environment (proximity to known Species At Risk) 
 Socio-economic Criteria (number of properties crossed) 
 Technical, Administrative and Cost Criteria (total route distance and area) 


Other factors will be considered depending on stakeholder and Indigenous community input.  For 


consistency and reliability, data sets will rely on secondary source data readily available to Hydro One, 


supplemented, as appropriate, by primary data collected from interest groups, agencies, utilities, 


members of the public, Ministries, Indigenous communities and field studies. Published secondary 


source data for the evaluation of alternative methods, such as aerial photos and GIS data, will be 


obtained from agencies and municipal Official Plans. The analysis and results of the methodology 


described above will be prepared and documented in the EA and its appendices.  Appendix 2 contains a 


list of criteria and their indicators.  
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4.5 Evaluation of Alternative Methods 
 


The alternatives evaluation will examine the differences in net effects and costs associated with 


alignment configurations. These following general principles will be applied by Hydro One during the EA 


process in the development and evaluation of alternative methods:  


 maximizing paralleling  existing infrastructure corridors; 
 minimizing the affected land area;  
 minimizing negative effects on existing and designated land uses; 
 minimizing negative effects on agricultural lands and operations; 
 minimizing negative effects on natural systems, with particular emphasis on natural features, 


functions and communities (including treed lots and vegetation); 
 minimizing negative effects on built-up areas that provide a cultural, recreational, social and 


economic benefit; 
 minimizing negative effects on businesses, farmers and landowners; and, 
 maximizing opportunities to enhance positive effects on the natural and socio-economic 


environment.  


These principles for evaluating alternative methods are intended to minimize significant environmental 


effects. Modifications to the project design will occur throughout the project planning in conjunction 


with discussions with stakeholders and Indigenous communities and groups.  Evaluation methodologies 


will be fully documented within the EA. 


 


4.6 Technical Overview of the Undertaking 
 


The general location of the Project and certain technical specifications has been determined by the OEB. 
Specifically, on December 20, 2011, the OEB issued an Information Package on the East-West Tie Line to 
Electricity Transmitters that registered to participate in the bid process for the Project. The information 
package provided a definition of the Project for designation purposes, as well as the minimum technical 
requirements for the Project.   


The project will comply with North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC), Northeast Power 


Coordinating Council, Inc., and IESO reliability standards. Climate Change will be taken into account 


during the design of the Project.  The following sections outline the technical portions of the Project.  


4.6.1 Design Considerations 


 


The project will enhance safety and security of electrical supply and design considerations will be 


evaluated consistent with this purpose.  Alternative design considerations involving span length, tower 


height, alignment of access roads, timing of construction and tower design will be evaluated based on 


site-specific environmental and technical considerations and stakeholder input. The criteria and 
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principles defined above will also be used to evaluate design considerations.  Changes to project design 


will be made to accommodate landowner concerns if it is practicable to do so without negatively 


affecting other landowners, environmental features or significantly negatively affecting overall project 


costs.  Hydro One will document landowner issues, how these decisions were made, and the results. 


Alternative design considerations available to mitigate potential effects include: 


 span length between the towers to avoid environmental features (such as ANSIs, ESAs, hazard 
lands, or crossing water bodies), where required; 


 tower height to avoid environmental features, where required;  
 access road specifics, including alignment, location, and removal or possible retention after 


construction is complete, if required;   
 site-specific vegetation management regimes; 
 construction timing (seasonal) and staging along the ROW to minimize potential effects on the 


natural environment and farming operations; and, 
 tower siting and placement for specific applications to minimize aesthetic effects on the local 


public and the traveling public or disturbances to farming operations.  


4.6.2 Transmission Line 


 


The transmission line will be designed to be an overhead 230 kV Alternating Current (AC) double-circuit 


transmission line. The transmission line will consist of transmission structures, insulators, conductors, 


overhead shield wires (OHSW), optical ground wire (OPGW) and grounding. 


Where the proposed route is adjacent to the existing East-West Tie Transmission Line the ROW will 


typically be up to 37 metres (m) wide. A ROW, typically up to 46 m wide, will be cleared of vegetation to 


accommodate the transmission line around the communities of Dorion and Loon Lake between Nipigon 


and Lakehead. For the section of line through PNP, the corridor will not be widened and as such no 


vegetation removals are required outside the existing ROW. The ROW width for the line has been 


determined primarily through consideration of the design of the structures to be constructed, the span 


between structures, the sag of the conductor, and ability to utilize areas within the existing EWT 


corridor during construction. During construction, the requirement for additional permanent ROW 


easements may be identified to accommodate tower assembly and erection; and conductor stringing 


and tensioning, angles in the route, or long spans. 


4.6.3 Transmission Line Structures 


 


Three (3) different transmission structure types will be used, depending on the line location, which may 
include guyed towers and self‐supporting structures.  Figure 4 shows the different types of proposed 
structures. 
 
The actual number of structures and type of foundation will depend on span distances between the 
structures, as determined by topographic, meteorological, technical environmental and socio-economic 
constraints.  This will be confirmed in the detail design stage for the Project.  
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Figure 4 – Proposed typical structure types and heights. 


4.6.4 Access Roads 


 


Temporary access roads will be required for the construction of the Project in some areas. Construction 


requires temporary access to the ROW for clearing and site preparation, construction of the dead-end 


structures, for cleanup and site restoration. It is the intention to upgrade and utilize, where possible, the 


existing access roads that were used to build the existing East-West Tie line, built in the 1960’s. Also, 


where scheduling permits, it is the intention to use winter roads as a means of access. 


All-terrain vehicles will be used to carry out ground based inspections and right of way maintenance. 


Maintenance of the transmission line and any emergency repairs will be carried out using helicopters for 


both access and the delivery of materials and equipment.  


4.6.5 Storage, Laydown and Fly Yards 


 


Storage, laydown and fly yards will be required to receive and distribute materials and equipment 


needed for construction of the transmission line. The EA will assess sites for potential usage as yards and 


it is expected that these yards will be established in strategic locations near the Project and 


communities. Materials, equipment and supplies from the storage yards will be transported by truck to 


laydown yards or to structure locations within the ROW, as required. The contractor may choose to 


transport materials by helicopter to structure locations not accessible by ground vehicle, and more 


specifically to those tower locations within PNP. Permits and/or authorizations for the storage and fly 
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yards will be obtained prior to their use, where applicable. Further details on number and size of yards 


will be determined later in the EA process.  


4.6.6 Construction Offices 


 


The contractor will establish temporary construction offices and communications. The exact locations 


and number of offices will be determined by Hydro One’s contractor. Typically, these facilities are leased 


or rented and may be located in the City of Thunder Bay, Township of Nipigon, Town of Marathon 


and/or Municipality of Wawa or near laydown yards, storage yards, or other temporary facilities. The 


construction offices will be decommissioned and/or returned to existing uses following completion of 


construction activities. 


4.6.7 Temporary Construction Easements 


 


Temporary construction easements are anticipated to be required at select locations along the corridor 
such as at dead-end structures to provide adequate space for equipment and materials to enable 
conductor pulling/tensioning. Once construction has been completed, all temporary construction 
easement areas will be decommissioned and restored as required.  


 


4.7 Project Phases 
 


The project includes the planning, design, construction, and operation and maintenance of the above 
project components. Project activities include: 


 site preparation, including clearing of vegetation for construction access along the ROW; 


 construction of new access roads and upgrades to existing roads; 


 transportation and delivery of construction equipment and materials along the ROW; 


 construction of tower foundations, tower structure assembly and erection, and conductor 


stringing and tensioning; 


 tower replacement within Pukaskwa National Park; 


 tie-in to existing transformer stations (Lakehead, Marathon and Wawa); 


 construction demobilization and restoration; and, 


 operation and maintenance of the new and modified power transmission line. 


4.7.1 Construction 


 


The construction and commissioning of the Project is expected to occur over an approximately 30-
month period, after acquiring all the necessary approvals, permits and clearances to construct. 
Construction activities will continue year-round, with some construction activities being staged and 
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implemented to avoid or minimize potential effects on environmentally sensitive areas or life cycle 
periods of wildlife, such as avoiding clearing of vegetation during the migratory bird nesting season. The 
detailed construction staging and sequencing of the Project will be determined by Hydro One in 
discussion with its construction contractor. Construction activities will typically occur during the working 
hours of 07:00 to 19:00 from Monday to Friday. However, regularly scheduled night-time work and/or 
weekend work may be required to address schedule delays caused by weather or other unexpected 
conditions. Project commissioning and start-up is expected to occur shortly after construction and 
testing is completed. The main construction activities that have the potential to affect the natural 
environmental and socio-economic features include the following, in sequential order: 


 surveying, staking and geotechnical investigations; 


 clearing and grubbing of vegetation; 


 construction of supportive infrastructure (e.g., access roads, watercourse crossings, laydown 


yards, and construction camps); 


 material delivery/distribution to sites; 


 foundation installation for transmission structures; 


 assembly and erection of transmission structures; 


 conductor installation (pull, sag and clip); 


 clean-up and restoration; and, 


 testing and commissioning. 


4.7.2 Operation 


 


Activities such as vegetation maintenance and transmission line assessments would be regularly 


performed on the transmission line.  Vegetation management activities are performed to manage and 


mitigate safety and reliability risks due to vegetation growing both on and off the ROW. 


The operating services to be conducted include: 


 structure climbing and helicopter inspections; 


 line hardware and insulator thermography; 


 ROW inspections; 


 visual ground patrol; 


 Vegetation management; and, 


 Repairs and maintenance. 


4.7.3 Decommissioning 


 


The Project will be operated for an indeterminate time period and retirement (or decommissioning) is 


not anticipated. Should decommissioning activities eventually be considered for some or all Project 


components, decommissioning will be planned and conducted in accordance with the relevant 


standards and regulatory requirements in effect at that time. 
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5. Consultation 
 


Effective consultation for both the ToR and EA is a vital part of the Project lifecycle.  Interested parties 


can raise concerns about the project during the ToR and EA process so that Project planning can resolve 


issues before they arise.  Consultation can result in mitigation of impacts to individuals and 


communities, fewer conflicts and delays and helps to improve transparency around the ToR, EA and 


Project planning process.   


The objectives of the consultation plans are to: 


 consult with all potentially affected and interested stakeholders; 


 provide sufficient information in a user-friendly format; 


 provide opportunities for input before decisions are made; 


 provide appropriate, flexible and convenient opportunities for consultation that meet the needs 


of stakeholders; 


 be responsive by listening to comments, giving them careful consideration, making changes to 


Project proposals where appropriate and providing a rationale where no change is made; 


 document the consultation program as well as the issues raised by stakeholders and provide 


written responses to key issues; and, 


 evaluate the effectiveness of the program on an ongoing basis and make changes for 


improvement. 


Meaningful consultation lasts the life of the Project. Figure 5 identifies the key decision-points in the 


project and the proposed consultation activities for each.   The timelines in the figure are required 


to meet the project need date. Specific consultation activities are described below. 
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Figure 5 – Key decision points during the EA process 
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5.1 Principles and Approach 
 


Consistent with the MOECC Code of Practice and best practices in public consultation and engagement, 


a number of key principles underpin the approach, for this project, including: 


 early, ongoing, clear, timely and respectful communication and dialogue with all stakeholders; 


 a ‘no surprises’ for elected officials by providing advance copies of information being circulated 


in the public domain; 


 provision of multiple and ongoing opportunities for all affected and interested parties to 


communicate with members of the project team and to provide input in a way that meets their 


needs; 


 open, transparent, and flexible planning and decision-making processes; and, 


 thorough documentation of input received during the consultation process and follow-up with 


all participants on how their input was incorporated into project plans, or an explanation of why 


it could not be incorporated. 


The Lake Superior Link team will approach communication and consultation with: 


 a focus on building local relationships by communicating with the residents and officials, media 


and interest groups in the immediate project area and identifying opportunities for face-to-face 


meetings; 


 a commitment to ongoing conversations with communities along the route, including 


Indigenous communities, about what tangible benefits we can bring to the region; and, 


 dedicated property agents to communicate personally with property owners adjacent to the 


proposed corridor (two agents for the permanent rights and one for temporary rights). 


 


5.2 Stakeholder Identification 
 


There are a wide range of project interests and stakeholders. Interactions with stakeholders will be 


compiled and consultation commitments will be tracked.  The following stakeholders will be consulted 


with in regard to both reference and alternative routes: 


 owners and occupants (tenants) of property within the proposed transmission corridor; 


 residents within the area of the transmission line route; 


 non-government organizations and groups with an interest in the project; 


 agencies with an interest in the project including the Government Review Team; 


 municipalities affected by the project; 


 Indigenous communities as identified  by the Crown via the Ontario Ministry of Energy; and, 


 interested members of the public. 
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Early in the Project planning stage a Government Review Team Master Distribution List was obtained 
from the MOECC. This list is used to ensure that the distribution of Project materials is directed to the 
appropriate Federal, Provincial and Municipal agencies.  
 
Stakeholders, interest groups and members of the public have been identified in various ways.  
Geographical Information System data was used to identify directly and potentially impacted property 
owners. A third party realty team was used to gather names, addresses and contact information through 
publicly available sources. Stakeholders and interest groups were identified through research and 
previously completed publicly available environmental assessment information.  
 
In delegating procedural aspects of consultation, the Ministry of Energy has identified fourteen First 
Nations and four Métis Groups as having a potential interest in the Project. 
 
A comprehensive contact list is being maintained from the outset of the Project. The list is updated 
regularly as contacts change and new contacts are identified through consultation activities. 
It is important to keep people up-to-date about what is happening on the project and inviting input from 
stakeholders.  The following on-going consultation activities are planned for the project:  
 


 Website – A dedicated project website will continue to be updated throughout the EA process 


and will offer visitors access to project information and the opportunity to comment on the 


proposal.  The purpose of the website is to provide a widely accessible venue for a large number 


of stakeholders to obtain and download a wide range of information in a timely manner 


throughout the life of the project.  However, internet access is not universally available and 


thus, alternative options for obtaining information will be available.  The website can be found 


at https://www.hydroone.com/lakesuperiorlink.  An email address 


community.relations@hydroone.com is available on the website for comments and questions to 


be submitted to the project team; 


 Hotline – The project hotline, 1-877-345-6799, will provide 24 hour voicemail access throughout 


the life of the project.  This will give stakeholders another opportunity to leave comments or 


request information regarding the project; 


 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) – A list of FAQs has been posted to the project web site and 


will be updated periodically to reflect new issues and concerns; 


 Media – Media will be provided with project information, including a letter, contact card, 


newsletter, FAQs and technical briefings if needed; and, 


 Documents distributed and posted in public places – Draft and final ToR and EA documents will 


be distributed to agencies, key interest groups, and municipal officials and staff of communities 


along the project route.  Hydro One will make documents available locally for review by 


members of the public.  Documents will also be available for download from the project website 


for those with internet access.  


 



https://www.hydroone.com/lakesuperiorlink

mailto:community.relations@hydroone.com
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5.3 Duty to Consult with Indigenous Peoples 
 


It is the responsibility of the Crown to determine whether a Duty to Consult has been triggered and, if 
so, the appropriate depth of consultation to be undertaken.  If the Crown has determined that 
consultation is required with respect to the Project, then the Crown will:   


 Advise Hydro One in a timely manner of the Indigenous communities to be consulted and the 


depth of necessary consultation with respect to each community; and, 


 Notify the identified Indigenous communities that it has delegated procedural aspects of 


consultation on the Project to Hydro One; and Undertake any preliminary and ongoing 


assessment of the depth of consultation required for each identified community. 


The courts have established that the constitutional duty to consult rests with the Crown.  However, 


government can delegate some of the procedural aspects of the duty to consult upon project 


proponents. Also, government may coordinate consultation activities of agencies and proponents. 


Project proponents are obliged under the EA Act to consult with all interested parties.  In addition, the 


public consultation process is also open to the Indigenous communities and groups. On March 2, 2018, 


Hydro One was delegated procedural aspects of consultation with First Nation and Métis communities in 


the project area on behalf of the Crown via written letter from the Ministry of Energy.   


Hydro One is committed to working closely with the Crown to ensure that the duty to consult 


Indigenous communities and groups is fulfilled.  Hydro One will develop an engagement and 


consultation plan for executing its responsibilities during the course of the Environmental Assessment 


and other processes undertaken by the Crown. Hydro One will work directly with Indigenous leadership 


to disseminate clear and concise information to their communities. 


 


5.4 Consultation Plan for the ToR 
 


Hydro One has a detailed consultation plan for the ToR.  It involves keeping all potentially interested 


stakeholders informed of the project and soliciting their input at key points. The following describes the 


public and Indigenous consultation activities undertaken or to be undertaken in relation to the 


preparation of the ToR. 


5.4.1 Agency and Public Consultation 


 


Community Information Centres (CICs) were held in March 2018 in nine communities to introduce the 


project and to let people know that Hydro One was applying for OEB Section 92 approval to build the 


transmission line between Lakehead TS and Wawa TS. 







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 41 


Hydro One published the Notice of Commencement of ToR and invitation to Community Information 


Centres in French and English the week of May 28 and June 4, 2018 in the Thunder Bay Source, Nipigon 


Red Rock Gazette, Terrace Bay Schreiber News, Marathon Mercury, Wawa Algoma News Review, 


mywawa.ca and the Thunder Bay Chronicle.  


A community flyer, double-sided in French and English, was delivered to 39,000 subscribers and non- 


subscribers of the Thunder Bay Chronicle. Over 5,000 households in communities east of Thunder Bay to 


Wawa received the flyer via Canada Post unaddressed Ad mail. 


Radio advertisements publicizing the project and CICs will be running the week of June 4 and June 11 on 


the following radio stations CFNO (Marathon, also covering Red Rock and Nipigon); CJSD, CKPR, CKTG 


and CJUK (Thunder Bay, also covering Schreiber and Dorion); and WJWA (Wawa, covering White River 


and Wawa). 


Government Review members and stakeholders have been sent the NoC and the draft ToR. Property 


owners were sent letters to notify them of the NoC, the CIC and the draft ToR.  


There will be a series of nine CICs held the week of June 11, 2018. The sessions are as follows: 


 
Monday June 11, 2018 
Thunder Bay 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room 
Nipigon  
5 p.m. -7:30 p.m. 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 32 
 
Tuesday June 12, 2018 
Red Rock 
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.  
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226 
Dorion 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  
Dorion Community Centre 
Terrace Bay 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre 
 
Wednesday June 13, 2018 
Schreiber 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
Marathon 
2 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
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Thursday June 14, 2018 
White River 
5p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
White River Community Centre 
Wawa 
5p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Royal Canadian Legion  
Branch 429 
 


The draft ToR will be available for review and comment at the CICs, at the local Municipal offices and on 


the Hydro One website from June 11 to July 10, 2018. Once comments have been incorporated, the 


proposed ToR will be submitted to the MOECC and made available for review in the summer of 2018. 


Meetings have been held with as MNRF and Parks Canada.  Future meetings have also been set-up.  


Government Agencies that were identified as being potentially interested in the project were phoned on 


June 8, 2018 and asked if they would like to discuss the Project and notified that the Draft ToR was being 


released for comments on June 11.  This will be followed up on June 11 by an e-mail to the stakeholder 


list with a link to the draft ToR on the Hydro One Projects webpage. 


5.4.2 Indigenous Communities and Groups  


 


Hydro One acknowledges the importance of conducting consultation through a process that is in 


alignment with community values, culture and protocols and is prepared to work with Indigenous 


communities and organizations to make necessary revisions to this Plan to ensure that it is respectful of 


community consultation protocols.  Hydro One commits to ensuring that all regional and community 


protocols will be respected. 


Hydro One recognizes the importance of engaging the Indigenous communities and groups regarding 


the Project..  In delegating procedural aspects of consultation, the Ministry of Energy has identified 


fourteen First Nations and four Métis Groups as having a potential interest in the project:  


 Animbiigoo Zaagi’igan Anishnaabek First Nation ;  


 Biinjitiwaabik Zaaging Anishinaabek First Nation; 


 Biigtigong Nishnaabeg; 


 Bingwi Neyaashi Anishinaabek 


 Pic Mobert First Nation; 


 Fort William First Nation; 


 Ginoogaming First Nation; 


 Long Lake #58 First Nation; 


 Michipicoten First Nation; 


 Missanabie Cree First Nation; 


 Ojibways of Batchewana; 


 Ojibways of Garden River; 
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 Pays Plat First Nation; 


 Red Rock Indian Band (Lake Helen); 


 MNO (Métis Nation of Ontario) Greenstone Métis Council; 


 Red Sky Métis Independent Nation; 


 MNO Superior North Shore Métis Council; and, 


 MNO Thunder Bay Métis Council. 


Hydro One acknowledges that there may be additional Indigenous communities, not included in the 


preceding list that may come forward with information on the potential effects of the Project upon their 


section 35 rights. Hydro One will advise the Crown and seek a determination as to whether the Duty to 


Consult has been triggered and if so, the depth of required consultation. 


All eighteen Indigenous Communities that were in the delegation letter from the Ministry of Energy 


were sent the NoC.  Follow-up phone calls were made offering to meet and discuss the project.  


The administration offices of all eighteen Indigenous Communities will receive a hard copy of the draft 


ToR for their review and comment between June 11 and July 10, 2018.   Hydro One will contact each 


office to arrange to meet and discuss the ToR. CICs are being scheduled in Indigenous Communities to 


provide community members with Project details, inform them of the ToR and provide an opportunity 


for comment. Current CIC schedule includes: 


Wednesday June 13, 2018 
Biinjitiwaabik Zaaging Anishinaabek First Nation 
1p.m. -5 p.m. 
 
Red Rock Indian Band 
5p.m. - 8 p.m. 


5.4.3 Consultation Record  


 


Hydro One will maintain a comprehensive consultation record and track issues to document all 


stakeholder, public, agency and Indigenous engagement activities material to the ToR.  The records will 


be used to: 


 document concerns and follow-up actions and responses; 


 maintain a current record of staff and community representatives; and, 


 maintain a record of all communications (including phone calls and e-mails) and information 


provided to interested parties as well as consultation events/activities with each community. 


The consultation log will be updated to reflect each communication and activity.  A copy of the 


aggregate consultation record will be provided to regulators as required by the regulator and each 


Indigenous community will be provided with a copy of the consultation record pertaining to that 


community concurrent with the submission to regulators. The consultation database will include the 


following information relating to each engagement and consultation event or activity: 
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 date on which the communication, event or activity occurred; 


 method of communication: e.g. letter, e-mail, phone call, face-to-face; 


 identification of  initiator and recipient of communication or in the case of a meeting, organizer 


and participants attending at the meeting; 


 copy of or link to communication in the case of written communication as well as copy of/or link 


to any other relevant documentation provided or generated as part of the communication, 


including all regulatory information provided, notices for community meetings, draft versions of 


all materials prepared for EA, summary of any resources and/or funding offered, 


requested/provided to the Indigenous community by Hydro One;  


 summary of communication or in the case of a meeting, meeting notes; and, 


 identification of issues raised or discussed and any follow-up action or undertaking. 


 


5.5  Consultation Plan for the EA 
 


The Consultation Plan for the EA will apply the same consultation principles as used in the ToR and will 


take into account feedback from Indigenous communities, stakeholders, and the public 


5.5.1 Public Consultation 


 


The following outlines the specific consultation activities that are planned for the EA: 


 Notice of Commencement of the EA – The Notice will announce the initiation of the EA. The 
Notice of Commencement will be published in local newspapers and include a brief explanation 
of the project, key contact information.  This activity is a mandatory requirement of the ToR and 
EA process.   


 Community flyers – Community flyers will continue to be produced at key decision points to 
keep stakeholders up to date on the progress of the EA and to invite them to consultation 
opportunities.  Community flyers will be made available on the project website and will be 
mailed to directly affected property owners within the project routing area and others on the 
contact list.  Community flyers will be produced and distributed via newspaper insert and 
unaddressed ad mail.   


 Issues Workshops – Workshops provide an opportunity for interested members of the public to 
assist in the EA process.  Workshops may be held as appropriate with property owners to 
confirm and develop design alternatives, apply evaluation criteria and establish the relative 
importance of criteria.  If specific issues are identified during the EA process, workshops may be 
utilized to address the issues.   


 Community Information Centres (CICs) – The purpose of the CICs will be to provide an 
opportunity for face-to-face discussion among municipal officials, affected property owners, 
interested individuals, interest groups and the project team.  A series of CICs will be held in the 
fall of 2018 in the same communities as for the ToR.  These CICs will be widely advertised with 
similar methods used for the ToR.  Comment forms will be distributed at the CICs to acquire 
responses to specific questions and to allow an opportunity for participants to provide further 
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comments on the proposal.  CIC panels and any handouts available at the CICs will also be 
posted on the project web site for review by those unable to attend the CICs. This series of CICs 
will allow members of the public to provide input on the proposed project, design (towers 
design and location, access road location and construction), mitigation and effect management, 
as well as review draft EA documents.  


 Meetings with property owners – Property agents and EA team members will meet with 
directly affected property owners where environmental effects have been identified to provide 
updated information on the project, identify issues and discuss the property acquisition process.  
This will provide another opportunity for affected property owners to meet face-to-face with 
project staff and identify any outstanding issues and concerns.  Property owners will also be 
notified directly of upcoming CICs and that the draft EA document is available for review 
through a mailing.  The mailings will include a project newsletter informing affected landowners 
of dates and locations of scheduled CICs and where and when they can review the draft EA and 
EA. 


 Interest group meetings –Key interest groups may request meetings with the project team 
during the EA process and Hydro One will discuss the project and take into account the feedback 
from these meetings.  Key interest groups will also be provided with a copy of the draft EA and 
EA for review.   


 Presentations to Councils and municipal organizations – Upon request, members of the Hydro 
One project team will appear before local Councils and municipal organizations to share project 
information, seek feedback on what tangible benefits mean to each community, and continue in 
a meaningful dialogue with each municipality.  


 Public Notice of Submission of EA to MOECC – Hydro One will notify affected property owners 


and others on the mailing list by mail that the EA document has been submitted to the Minister 


of the Environment and Climate Change for approval.  The Notice will be published in local 


newspapers along the route.  The Notice will also indicate that a government and public review 


has been initiated, the length of the minimum review period, and the date that comments are to 


be submitted to the MOECC Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch (EAPB) contact. 


5.5.2 Indigenous Communities and Groups Consultation 


 
The Consultation Plan is intended to enable Hydro One to carry out its responsibility as described under 


section 4.1(a) of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed with the Provincial Crown (Ministry of 


Energy) on the legal duty to consult.  In addition, the Consultation Plan is also intended to satisfy any 


consultation requirements which may be imposed on a proponent through the  operation of legislation 


or policy, including those contained in the provincial Environmental Assessment Act, the applicable 


Policies and Codes of Practice issued by the Ministry of the Environment and Hydro One’s Indigenous 


Relations Policy. Hydro One will advise the relevant Crown representatives/agencies of the results of the 


ongoing engagement with the Indigenous communities and groups and will work cooperatively with all 


involved to reach appropriate solutions.     


The Consultation Plan will also provide a process to facilitate constructive Project-related consultation 


dialogue between Hydro One and potentially affected Indigenous communities. Such a process will 


assist in the identification of potential adverse effects of the Project upon the asserted and established 
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Indigenous and treaty rights (hereinafter ‘section 35 rights’) of Indigenous communities as identified 


from the Crown and enable Hydro One to work together with those communities to develop avoidance 


and mitigation measures to address the potential adverse effects.  The Consultation Plan will be aligned 


with the environmental assessment process in order to ensure meaningful opportunities for review and 


comment by the Indigenous communities throughout the development and construction of the Project.      


Hydro One acknowledges the importance of conducting consultation through a process that is in 


alignment with community values, culture and protocols and is prepared to work with Indigenous 


communities and organizations to make necessary revisions to this Plan to ensure that it is respectful of 


community consultation protocols.  Hydro One commits to ensuring that all regional and community 


protocols will be respected. 


Consultation undertaken by Hydro One pursuant to this Plan will be guided by the following principles: 


 Ensuring that the consultation process is culturally appropriate and developed and implemented 


in collaboration with the Indigenous communities; 


 Ensuring that potentially affected Indigenous communities  are provided with relevant, 


understandable and accessible Project-related information in a timely and culturally appropriate 


manner; 


 Ensuring that potentially affected Indigenous communities have sufficient opportunity to 


identify and formulate and express their views on the potential adverse impacts of the Project 


upon their section 35 rights; and 


 Ensuring that Hydro One takes every reasonable step to avoid or mitigate/accommodate, as 


appropriate, the adverse effects of the Project upon section 35 rights. 


Hydro One’s process for Indigenous communities and groups is designed to provide information on the 


project to the Indigenous communities and groups in a timely manner.  Hydro One will respond to and 


address issues, concerns or questions raised by the Indigenous communities and groups in a clear and 


transparent manner throughout the completion of the regulatory approval processes (e.g., the EA 


process).  The process with Indigenous communities and groups will address the following objectives: 


 to provide opportunities for information sharing between Hydro One and potentially affected 


Indigenous communities as identified by the Crown, including information about the Project and 


associated review and regulatory processes; 


 to identify the potential adverse impacts of the Project (including social, environmental, 


economic, health and culture) upon section 35 rights;   


 to work with potentially affected Indigenous communities as identified by the Crown to identify 


measures to mitigate or avoid those potential adverse effects; 


 provide project-related information which is comprehensive and accessible to assist Indigenous 


communities and groups to effectively identify their concerns, and any possible effects of the 


project on their existing or asserted treaty or Aboriginal rights; 


 advise of the various provincial approvals that may be required;  
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 seek information from the Indigenous communities and groups that may be applicable to the 


study area, including information on Aboriginal interests and treaty rights including 


archaeological sites, and sacred sites and burial grounds;  


 seek input from Indigenous communities and groups on environmental studies to be conducted 


by Hydro One in the course of the project;  


 offer information centers or meetings with Indigenous communities and groups to provide 


project-related information and to address any concerns, issues or questions about the project; 


 provide information, where requested, on the OEB regulatory process and the EA process 


regarding the project;  


 address all issues and concerns raised by Indigenous communities and groups and to how the 


project may affect these interests; 


 consider any potentially affected interests, and clearly communicate the results;  


 address issues in relation to project land usage within First Nation Reserves; 


 incorporate traditional knowledge and use; 


 focus consultation on areas not already assessed and verifying publicly available information; 


and, 


 Hydro One will also work with Indigenous communities along the route to explore benefits and 


opportunities including, but not limited to, capacity building to participate in the engagement 


process, procurement and sub-contracting opportunities, job training, employment and equity 


participation; and, 


 record all forms of engagement with Indigenous communities and groups, including the creation 


of a list of concerns and issues raised regarding the project and Hydro One’s responses. 


In order to achieve the consultation objectives, Hydro One will:  


 provide Indigenous communities with timely notice of the Project so that they can consider 


possible impacts on their section 35 rights;   


 provide Indigenous communities with information about the Project and the applicable 


regulatory and approval processes on an ongoing basis; 


 meet with and take into consideration any communications from Indigenous communities in 


order to identify any concerns that the communities may have regarding the potential adverse 


impacts of the Project upon section 35 rights;  


 where appropriate, discuss with an Indigenous community measures to address potential 


adverse impacts of the Project upon its section 35 rights; 


 maintain a timely, open and transparent dialogue with potentially affected Indigenous 


communities through phone calls, face to face meetings, e-mails, correspondence and other 


means as appropriate to ensure understanding at each step in the Project’s progress; 


 offer Indigenous communities assistance, including capacity assistance, where appropriate for 


the purpose of participating in consultation on the Project; 


 provide support for community liaisons; and, 
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 document and respond to the issues and concerns which have been expressed by Indigenous 


communities to Hydro One during the EA and other regulatory processes. 


5.5.3  Agency Consultation Plan  


 


The purpose of the agency consultation is to: 


 identify concerns and opportunities and collect information related to the project;  


 identify issues related to the project, and where appropriate, proposed mitigation; 


 identify provincial and federal agency jurisdiction; 


 facilitate the development of a list of all required approvals, licenses or permits;  


 identify relevant guidelines, policies and standards; and, 


 list all the commitments/obligations and responsibilities of the proponent. 


Following the Notice of Commencement of the EA, an agency consultation package will be sent to all 


agency stakeholders from the federal, provincial and municipal governments and conservation 


authorities soliciting their input and feedback on the Project.  The consultation package will include a 


letter describing the project, a map of the project area and a feedback form for completion.   


Follow-up communications will occur with those agencies that request further meetings/involvement to 


discuss their input. Hydro One will be available to meet with agencies regularly to discuss issues that 


arise and provide progress reports as requested.  The feedback forms will capture general comments, 


while the meetings, if necessary, would allow probing of specific issues in greater detail.  Agencies will 


also be notified when the draft EA is available for review.  


Other consultation activities are as follows: 


 Newsletter – Newsletters will be made available on the project web site and will be e-mailed to 


all agency stakeholders; 


 Issues Workshops – Workshops may be held as appropriate with agencies, interest groups and 


municipal staff to confirm and develop design alternatives, apply evaluation criteria and 


establish the relative importance of criteria.  If specific issues are identified during the EA 


process, workshops may be utilized to address the issues;  


 Review Draft EA and EA- Agencies and the Government Review Team will be given copies of the 


Draft and EA for review; and, 


 Notice of Submission of EA to MOECC – Hydro One will notify agencies by e-mail that it has 


submitted the EA to the Minister of Environment and Energy for approval.   


Aside from the arranged meetings/interviews, agency consultations will also dovetail with CIC events as 


avenues for further input to the process.  Engagement with the various stakeholders is expected to be 


ongoing throughout the EA and into the project implementation process.  All agency submissions and 


meetings will be documented and included in the Record of Consultation. 
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5.5.4 Consultation Record 


 


Hydro One will maintain a comprehensive consultation record and track issues to document all 


stakeholder, public, agency and Indigenous engagement activities.  The records will be used to: 


 document concerns and follow-up actions and responses; 


 document and track mitigation measures developed by the Proponent to prevent, mitigate or 


otherwise address potential effects of the Project upon s. 35 rights; 


 maintain a current record of staff and community representatives; and, 


 maintain a record of all communications (including phone calls and e-mails) and information 


provided to interested parties as well as consultation events/activities with each community. 


The consultation log will be updated to reflect each communication and activity.  A copy of the 


aggregate consultation record will be provided to regulators as required by the regulator and each 


Indigenous community will be provided with a copy of the consultation record pertaining to that 


community concurrent with the submission to regulators. The consultation database will include the 


following information relating to each engagement and consultation event or activity: 


 date on which the communication, event or activity occurred; 


 method of communication: e.g. letter, e-mail, phone call, face-to-face; 


 identification of  initiator and recipient of communication or in the case of a meeting, organizer 


and participants attending at the meeting; 


 copy of or link to communication in the case of written communication as well as copy of/or link 


to any other relevant documentation provided or generated as part of the communication, 


including all regulatory information provided, notices for community meetings, draft versions of 


all materials prepared for EA, summary of any resources and/or funding offered, 


requested/provided to the Indigenous community by Hydro One;  


 summary of communication or in the case of a meeting, meeting notes; and, 


 identification of issues raised or discussed and any follow-up action or undertaking. 


The Record of Consultation for the ToR will be submitted under separate cover. 


 


5.6 Documentation and Issues Resolution Strategy 
 


Consultation/engagement with the various stakeholders and Indigenous communities and groups is 


expected to be on-going throughout the EA and into the project implementation phase. All comments 


and input received throughout the EA from the public and review agencies will be documented in a 


summary table and included in the EA document as part of the Record of Consultation.  The summary 


table will provide a response to each issue. Where resolution of issues has not been possible, this will be 


noted along with a record of all attempts to resolve the issue.  Hydro One will develop an issues 
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resolution strategy for the EA.  The EA will also include a consultation summary and a detailed record of 


comments received, and their resolutions, as well as materials and documentation distributed to 


stakeholders. 
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6. Existing Environmental Conditions in the Study Area 
 


It should be noted that another proponent has completed studies along the reference route alternative 


and much of the reference route.  Where there is an overlap of the study areas, Hydro One is generally 


not duplicating these studies, but using the information available publicly through an EA document 


already funded by the ratepayers of Ontario. 


The biophysical and socio-economic baseline of the reference route and the alternative route have been 


assessed and described in other Environmental Studies performed by others. Environmental information 


has been gathered for all the aspects of the existing environment during the preparation of those 


studies that have been reviewed by the government agencies.  


Hydro One performed a gap analysis of the existing environmental study information to identify the 


need of verification or collection of data to complete the environmental description and include the 


area of the reference route through Pukaskwa National Park and the Park approaches as well as the 


corridor section near Dorion, west of Nipigon through Lakehead TS. 


Hydro One is conducting field surveys to characterize the biophysical environment in the areas identified 


in the gap analysis as mentioned in the above paragraph, in compliance with the requirements of the 


MOECC, Parks Canada, MNRF and other government agencies to complete the Individual EA Study. 


This section describes the existing natural and socio-economic environments existing in the project 


study area.  A list of preliminary assessment criteria and indicators can be found in Appendix 2. 


 


6.1 Natural Environment 
 


The following sections document the natural environment present in the proposed project study area.  


The specific study area sizes will be determined through the EA process.   


6.1.1 Geology, Soils and Physical Environment 


 


The Ontario Shield is part of the broader Boreal Shield and is the largest ecozone of the province at 61% 


of the landmass.  This is named after the intersection of the boreal forest and the Canadian Shield and is 


typified by the exposed Precambrian granite bedrock which is routinely exposed.  Glaciers have regularly 


shaped the landscape over the eons and have created the rolling hills, wetlands and lakes of the region. 


These processes and physical geography influence the formation of soils, and subsequently, vegetation 


and animal assemblages (Ontario Biodiversity Council 2010). 


The EA will provide a description of the geological characteristics including tectonics, structural features 


and stratigraphic units and the effects of glaciation on Northern Ontario physiography based on Ontario 
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Geological Survey information, as well as mapping and descriptions of the Lake Superior Link project.  


Regional soils and physical geology of the project study area will be assessed using existing knowledge 


bases and mapping resources. 


The description will not include field work for visual identification or characterization of geological 


formations or structures, terrain or soil characteristics. 


6.1.2 Groundwater and Surface Water 


 


The Lake Superior Link project is situated solely in the Lake Superior Watershed and all surface water 


which includes several hundred streams and rivers and groundwater resources in the project study area 


flow toward Lake Superior (Environment and Climate Change Canada 2017).  The EA document will 


assess and identify the watershed classifications of these water resources. 


The description will not include field work for flows or water quality characterization of streams or water 


bodies.  Should fisheries surveys of watercourses designated as potential temporary crossings be 


required, hydrologic, surficial sediment type, and surface water parameters will be measured and 


recorded on-site. The hydrologic data will be provided in the post-EA applications for watercourse 


crossing permits.  


The EA will also provide a description of groundwater resources including groundwater levels, yields and 


quality based on MOECC water well records and Permit to Take Water published information. A 


questionnaire will be provided which requests information on the location of any wells near the 


construction areas.  Consultation will include information on construction activities which will take place 


on each individual property.  This site-specific information will be used to augment the information 


provided by MOECC in their wells database. 


Wellhead protection areas, intake protection zones, highly vulnerable aquifers and significant 


groundwater recharge areas, source water protection documentation and relevant policies will be 


reviewed. 


The description will not include field work for characterization of groundwater quality, or measurements 
of water levels or drawdown of water wells.  


6.1.3 Environmentally Significant Areas 


 


Provincially Significant Wetlands (PSWs), Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSIs), Regional 


Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs) may be crossed by the proposed transmission corridor.  As the 


names suggest, these areas provide sensitive and significant ecological functions for both wildlife and 


humans alike.   


The reference route currently runs through an existing transmission corridor within Pukaskwa National 


Park.   The Lake Superior Link project also crosses several other Provincial Parks and ANSIs.  Figure 6 and 
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Figure 7 outline the route and its interaction with ESAs.  The reference route intersects through or near 


the following Provincial Parks, Nature Reserves, regulated waterways, and recreational areas: 


 Black Sturgeon River  


 Ruby Lake Provincial Park 


 Pukaskwa River Provincial Park 


 Kama Hills Provincial Park 


 Gravel River Provincial Park 


 Nimoosh Provincial Park 


 White Lake Provincial Park 


 Neys Provincial Park 


 Prairie River Mouth Provincial Park 


 Craig's Pit Nature Reserve 


 Rainbow Falls Provincial Park 


 Ouimet Canyon Provincial Park 


 Red Sucker Point Provincial Park 


 Cavern Lake Provincial Park 


 White Lake Provincial Park 


The study area also intersects or is situated nearby the following ANSIs 


 Jimmy Kash River Candidate ANSI 


 Kama Hill ANSI 


 Makwa River Candidate ANSI  


 


Figure 6 – Dotted Reference Route line intersecting Provincial Parks and ANSIs (light green) 
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Figure 7 – Reference Route (dotted pink line) and Reference Route Alternative (solid red line) traversing provincial parks 
(light green polygons). 


6.1.4 Wildlife and Habitat 


 


Lands within the study area provide agricultural, woodland, wetland and riparian habitat for wildlife.  


Birds, mammals, insects, reptiles and amphibians inhabit these ecosystems along the Lake Superior 


coastline within the Ontario Shield Ecozone.  Preliminary desktop studies to assess current levels of 


knowledge will be conducted for wildlife and wildlife habitat to better understand species incidences.  


A terrestrial wildlife field program will be undertaken with the purpose of characterizing species 
diversity and composition throughout the Study Area as well as identifying and quantifying terrestrial 
wildlife habitat therein. The baseline data resulting from this field program will be used to support 
baseline studies for this Project, conduct an environmental impact assessment as part of the EA process 
for the Project and will inform potential permitting. 
 
Wildlife surveys to be undertaken as part of the wildlife field program will include a winter aerial survey, 
breeding bird point count surveys, crepuscular bird surveys, marsh bird surveys, amphibian call counts, 
bat habitat assessment, and bat acoustic surveys. These surveys are designed with the purpose of 
sampling wildlife diversity and composition within the PSA as well as informing the presence of the 
significant wildlife habitats. Data collected during each survey is likely to contribute to the assessment of 
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multiple significant wildlife habitats types, as well as the presence/absence of SAR and species of Special 
Concern that use those specialized habitat types. 


6.1.5 Vegetation, Forest Resources, and Wetlands 


 


The study area includes forested areas, woodlots, open fields, wetlands, and other vegetated habitats. 


For the study area, the EA will describe and map vegetation communities and delineate plant species in 


all natural areas, such as ESA’s, ANSI’s, wetlands, and municipally-designated significant woodlands, 


valleylands and wildlife habitat, based on the NHIC database, published information, and field studies.  


Should it be necessary, field surveys will also be undertaken in semi-natural communities within the 


study area. 


Ecological Land Classification (ELC) will be used by qualified biologists during field studies to characterize 


the vegetation communities within portions of the study area. This information will be used to confirm 


aerial photography and published data and boundaries of natural features. During the vegetation 


surveys, any significant or specialized wildlife habitat including odonates and butterflies will be 


identified and any casual observations of wildlife species recorded 


In order to characterize and assess impacts to vegetation communities along the proposed sections of 
the PSA, vegetation classification field surveys will be carried out in order to characterize the vegetative 
communities within 1 kilometer of the proposed works. The objectives of the field program will be to:  
 


 Survey vegetation community types (forest, wetland, riparian) within the Study Area;  


 Conduct a detailed inventory of the communities sampled;  


 Define vegetation community function (e.g. wildlife habitat);  


 Identification of sensitive vegetation communities; and,  


 Identification of any listed SAR plant species.  


6.1.6  Water Bodies, Fish Habitat and Aquatic Ecosystems 


 


The primary purpose of the aquatic study program will be to characterize the aquatic habitat that could 
potentially be affected by the construction of the transmission line and to provide baseline information 
to support the EA process.  Most of the larger watercourses within the study area provide fish habitat. 
The EA will map known coldwater and warm water watercourses, as well list fish species present in the 
watercourses in the study area based on previous regional EA studies, MNR Field Collection Records, 
Conservation Authority databases, published information, and supplemental field surveys, where 
required.  Any significant fish habitat (e.g., Sanctuary Areas) will be identified and described. 
Representative watercourse locations will be field inspected prior to construction to confirm 
presence/absence of fish habitat and fish species present in areas where gaps within existing knowledge 
bases are found. Detailed assessments will also be conducted on those watercourses that will be crossed 
by construction access roads where required.  
 
Existing aerial/satellite imagery, along with other background information will be used to establish 
survey locations prior to execution of the field program. Their selection will also be informed by previous 
studies. Sample locations will be determined as design progresses and specific focus will also be on 
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areas where clearing is required. Consideration of any new temporary or permanent access roads will 
also be included in the survey plans in order to characterize impacts associated with construction 
staging requirements, or ancillary infrastructure required for long term maintenance of the line. 
Sampling may also be conducted at selected points along the Project to identify potential sensitivities.  
 
Key considerations in establishing aquatic habitat sampling locations will include:  
 


 Targeting of a representative cross section of aquatic habitat community types based on their 
distribution within the Project area;  


 Aquatic Species at Risk; and, 


 Accessibility.  
 
All information collected as part of the natural environment field programs will be used in the EA, to 
identify potential effects and practicable mitigation measures, and to fine tune the locations of towers, 
access roads and water crossings (where appropriate). Information will also be used for any DFO and 
other approvals that may be required prior to construction.  


6.1.7 Species at Risk 


 


The EA document will map the general locations of known incidences of species at risk, endangered and 


threatened species, and species of special concern in the study area. This information will be based on 


the MNRF’s “Species at Risk in Ontario List”, the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in 


Canada list, Environment Canada species at risk search tool (http://www.registrelep-sararegistry.gc.ca/), 


and Environment Canada, CWS and NHIC databases, as well as known locations based on published and 


unpublished information and personal communications.  All general locations within the study area that 


would be directly affected by construction activities will be screened to confirm presence/absence of 


any species at risk (if practicable) and evaluate habitat potential to support species at risk.  Regionally 


and locally rare species will be considered as an indicator for the EA, based on information obtained 


from NHIC, MNR, local conservation authorities and field observation.  


6.1.8 Air Quality 


 


Air Quality metrics are published in annual Air Quality in Ontario Reports published by Ministry of 


Environment and Climate Change. The closest two air quality monitoring stations operated by the 


province of Ontario are in Sault Ste. Marie and Thunder Bay.  In general, these two stations report lower 


than average concentrations of air pollutants as compared to other parts of Ontario and are generally 


lower than Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards (MOECC 2015). The project will evaluate existing 


studies of air quality, potential project emission sources and identification of receptors.  


6.1.9 Acoustic Environment 


 


The acoustic environment (sound/noise) is an important component of atmospherics. The major sources 


of noise in the rural environment are road traffic and the resource industry such as forestry, mining and 
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associated support industries.  The EA will characterize baseline or background noise conditions, based 


on published information or noise surveys, as required. It will also identify sensitive receptors to noise 


emissions such as recreational areas and communities. 


 


6.2 Socio-economic and Cultural Environment 
 


The following sections outline the socio-economic and cultural environments within the project study 


area.  The sections will establish the baseline conditions and the information required to characterize 


socio-economic components.  


6.2.1 Cultural Heritage Environment 


 


To describe and assess potential effects on heritage resources and archaeology in the study area, the EA 
will draw upon the results of archaeological assessments and cultural heritage studies.  Indigenous 
communities will be engaged in the archaeological studies.  The Project will utilize existing Stage I and 
Stage II archaeological studies completed in the region. Additional Stage I and Stage II studies are 
planned for additional areas as a result of a gap analysis performed to identify missing datasets for the 
proposed transmission corridor. Results from these studies will be incorporated into impact assessment, 
EA decision-making and construction planning.  
 
A background historical study will be undertaken of the municipalities along the transmission route to 


describe their development history and the transmission route development history.  Existing cultural 


heritage resources conditions will be documented.  Built heritage resources and cultural landscape 


resources that could potentially be affected by the proposed corridor will be identified.  If human 


remains are identified during the EA study or during the construction phase of the project, Hydro One 


will cease work in the immediate area, notify the MTCS as required under the Cemeteries Act and 


simultaneously notify Indigenous communities with an interest in the area. 


6.2.2 Regional Planning 


 


Northern Ontario is subject to a number of planning initiatives both provincially and regionally.  The 


majority of the project is located on Crown Land and will be subject to provincial regulation and land use 


policy.  Other portions of the project are privately owned.  Under the Planning Act, the 2014 Provincial 


Policy Statement (PPS) outlines the framework for development, land use and approved developments. 


The goals of the PPS are as follows: 


“The Provincial Policy Statement, 2014 applies province-wide.  Its policies set out the government’s land 


use vision for how we settle our landscape, create our built environment, and manage our land and 


resources over the long term to achieve livable and resilient communities” (MMAH 2014).  In addition, 


the Ministry of Municipal Affairs has published two ‘Places to Grow, Growth Plan for Northern Ontario” 
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which documents the plan for the region for the next 25 years.  Of note, the plan has a goal of 


strengthening the economy of Northern Ontario through the following (MMA 2011): 


 Diversifying the region's traditional resource-based industries 


 Stimulating new investment and entrepreneurship 


 Nurturing new and emerging sectors with high growth potential. 


 
The region has varying levels of development with the highest density near Thunder Bay and less 


development further east.  Owing to the length of the transmission corridor, the project will pass 


through many current land uses such as mining, forestry, trapping, hunting, fishing, residential, 


commercial, industrial, and agriculture, among others.  In addition to these previously mentioned official 


plans, crown land use policies, district land use guidelines, forestry management, land claims and rights, 


and other land uses will be assessed in the EA document.    


6.2.3 Economy, Resource, Commercial and Industrial Activities 


 


Northern Ontario communities rely on a resource extraction economy with a focus on forestry and 


mining. These sectors are dominated by large industrial employers in the region.  These industrial 


complexes rely on a consistent supply of electricity.  The project may cross mining claims and forestry 


management units which will be identified during the EA process and the potential effects the project 


may have.   


In addition to resource extraction, Northern Ontario communities provide a gateway for recreation and 


tourism, and outdoors guiding and outfitting activities.  The communities cater to visitors to local parks 


and activities such as hunting, fishing and camping are all important aspects of the Northern Ontario 


experience.   


The EA document will assess existing commercial and industrial activities in the region and address 
potential effects on these sectors.  Leaseholders, claim owners and other stakeholders will be consulted 
as part of the EA process. Indicators used to describe the economy and employment will be detailed 
(employment, income, etc.).  The EA will also address economic development and economic sectors, 
businesses, governmental finances, and housing characteristics. 


6.2.4 Population, Demographics and Community Profile 


 


Northern Ontario’s population has generally been on a decline since at least 2001, with the age bracket 


of 15 to 34 having the largest out-migration of the region.  This exodus of young people in the region 


has, in turn, increased the average age of communities.  Industries such as pulp and paper mills shutting 


down or relocating, a general slowdown in forestry and depressed mineral prices since 2011 have 


impacted employment prospects in the region and, relatedly, the demographics that tend to serve in 


these sectors.  Projects such as Lake Superior Link may provide skilled and unskilled workers in the area 


employment opportunities (Northern Policy Institute 2014). 



http://www.northernpolicy.ca/article/is-northern-ontario%E2%80%99s-population-aging-or-is-it-just-getting-less-young-286.asp
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The EA document will detail the existing state of communities and potential effects on the population 


and demographics in relation to the project. This information will be documented through government 


statistics, plans, stakeholder engagement, and other sources.  


6.2.5 Traditional/Indigenous Land Use 


 


First Nations and Métis communities in the area have expressed interest in participation in the project 


and assisting in the identification of effects it is projected to have on traditional land usage.  The 18 


communities identified by the Ministry of Energy have a history of traditional land usage in the region 


since time immemorial, many aspects of which continue today.  Mapping indicates that the study area 


overlaps with many traditional use territories.  Information sharing will also be an important aspect of 


EA studies between Hydro One and Indigenous communities. 


Based on consultation with the Indigenous communities, the EA will document concerns and identify 


potential employment and opportunities raised with regards to land and resource use, or other relevant 


socio-economic aspects. The EA will also describe how Hydro One proposes to address these concerns 


and opportunities.  The EA document will describe Indigenous communities and groups, their traditional 


uses of the land and their established and asserted claims. Section 5 details the consultation process 


with Indigenous communities in greater detail and lists the 18 identified communities.  


6.2.6 Human Health  


 


Electric and magnetic fields (EMF) are invisible lines of force produced by the flow of electricity in a wire 


or electrical device. The strength of these fields rapidly weakens away from their source. Everyone is 


exposed daily to EMF from many sources, including household wiring, power lines and appliances.   


Hydro One recognizes the public concerns over potential health effects from exposure to EMF and takes 


seriously its responsibility to understand, appropriately address and communicate the scientific 


data/developments on this issue.  Therefore, Hydro One will: 


 continue to communicate accurate and timely information to its employees and customers; 


 continue to provide, upon request, EMF measurement services at no cost to direct customers of 


Hydro One and individuals and/or organizations whose property is adjacent to Hydro One 


distribution and/or transmission facilities; 


  monitor worldwide scientific research, judicial decisions and regulatory requirements relating to 


EMF, and make necessary adjustments to its policies, programs and practices; 


 support collaborative research; and,  


 consider EMF research when sitting, designing, and communicating about new and upgraded 


facilities and when operating its facilities. 


 
EMF will be addressed in the EA document.  In addressing potential health issues, Hydro One looks to 


the scientific expertise of Health Canada to assess the scientific studies and provide advice and 
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guidance.  As part of its mission to set public health policy, Health Canada continues to monitor the 


scientific research on EMF and human health. 


6.2.7  Visual  


 


During the EA, the Project team will prepare a description of the landscape character within the study 


areas (the area located West of Nipigon, and the Pukaskwa River Provincial Park), identifying landscape 


settings and features of importance.  This assessment will focus on valued viewpoints by the public and 


those identified by the project team as contributing to the aesthetic character of an area (e.g., ESA’s and 


river valleys). The team will review available models for this assessment.  


6.2.8 Infrastructure and Services 


 


The proposed transmission corridor crosses varying levels of infrastructure and services, from remote 


fly-in only access to sophisticated large towns and cities.  Some of the communities along the route can 


provide, waste management, municipal and community services, emergency services, police, and many 


other ancillary services.  


The EA document will describe infrastructure and services which have a potential to interact with the 


proposed project.  Other infrastructure in the area may include pipelines, transmission and distribution 


lines, roads and highways (including traffic counts), rails, air transportation, and utilities, etc.  In addition 


to this, the project may also have the potential to interact with communities and services such as police 


and fire stations, hospitals, schools, churches and other religious buildings, local businesses, and 


residential areas.   


6.2.9 Property Value 


 


During the consultation process, landowners have raised the issue of potential effects on property 


values. Contacts have been initiated with all landowners who may be directly affected by the project 


crossing their property (i.e. those affected by the reference route and the route refinement options 


identified to date).   Compensation will be available to those whose property will be crossed by the 


approved undertaking.  For all other properties which are directly affected by the proposed ROW 


widening, independent appraisals will be conducted and offers based on market value for an easement 


in the area of the proposed widened corridor will be made to the landowners.  If it is determined to be 


appropriate to relocate a structure on a farm property, the Minimum Distance Separation (MDS) 


formulae.  The Hydro One Land Acquisition Compensation Principles (LACP) will be sent out to property 


owners detailing the method of land acquisition and compensation Hydro One employs.   


Hydro One is committed to fair, open and consistent treatment of all affected landowners.  Hydro One 


will consult with municipal stakeholders as part of our efforts to minimize any inconveniences caused by 


the project and will consult with municipalities to understand and address their concerns. 
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7. Effects Evaluation and Mitigation Measures 
 


The following section identifies the potential effects evaluation and associated mitigation measures to 


address them.  Table 2 identifies the preliminary environmental and technical considerations that will be 


applied in the evaluation of potential environmental effects. Preliminary criteria and indicators have 


been developed for the effects evaluation utilizing the general principles detailed in Section 7.  Hydro 


One will collect relevant raw data from the indicators and use them in the assessment of the effects 


evaluation.  


Table 2 – Preliminary environmental and technical considerations during Project planning 


COMPONENT FEATURES/CONSIDERATIONS 


Natural Environment  Wetlands, ANSIs  


 Environmentally Significant Areas (ESAs) 


 Species at Risk ( (SAR) 


 Water bodies, fisheries and aquatic ecosystems 


 Forests, woodlots, vegetation 


 Significant wildlife habitat, woodlands, and valleylands 


  regulated areas 


Socio-economic 


Environment 


 Existing and approved land uses (reference to Official Plans) 


 Approved developments 


 Commercial activities 


 Mineral and aggregate resources 


 Community profile (including effects to landowners) 


 Community services 


 Community infrastructure 


 Landscape and visual assessment  


 Parks 


 Conservation areas 


 Recreational facilities  


 Traditional Knowledge Studies  


 Historical  


 Built heritage resources  


 Cultural heritage sites and landscapes 


 Archaeological 


 Churches and cemeteries (including other human burial sites) 


Technical and cost 


considerations  


 


 Indicators/measures will be developed during the EA process  


 Safety, compliance with codes 


 Compatibility with the transmission network 


 Utilization of existing infrastructure corridors (e.g., roads and 
ROWs)  


 Minimize changes in transmission line directional heading 
(angles)   


 Shortest length of line 
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COMPONENT FEATURES/CONSIDERATIONS 


 Soil stability for transmission towers, including depth of water 
table  


 Suitable terrain 


 Positive effects on the local and provincial economy 


 Minimizing other transmission circuit crossings  


 Minimizing effects on other utilities (e.g., pipelines, railways) 
 


Mitigation measures will be developed to minimize negative effects due to construction and operation 


of the project with due consideration of cost, safety, feasibility and technical standards. The EA will 


recommend pre- and post-operational monitoring programs designed to verify effects prediction, the 


effectiveness of mitigation measures and the need for any remedial measures, should they be 


necessary. 


 


7.1 Evaluation of Potential Effects on the Natural Environment 


 
Aligning a new ROW adjacent to an existing ROW will reduce potential negative effects on 


environmental features by reducing ROW widening requirements relative to a greenfield ROW. The 


reference route will also use existing ROWs in areas where widening is not possible in Pukaskwa 


National Park.   


Construction activities associated with the Lake Superior Link project that may have an effect on the 
natural environment include: 


 brushing, clearing and grading; 


 staging and stockpiling areas; 


 construction of access roads including stream crossings; 


 delivery of equipment and materials; 


 delivery, assembly and installation of new towers; 


 stringing of conductors; and, 


 rehabilitation/restoration. 
 


Potential negative effects of the proposed undertaking on the natural environment, e.g., soils, surface 


water and groundwater resources, vegetation, wildlife, fisheries resources and environmentally 


significant areas, will be assessed and appropriate redesign, mitigation/remedial measures will be 


recommended to reduce or eliminate those effects will be outlined in the EA.  


Transmission towers will not be constructed in streams, rivers, etc. Similarly, no dewatering, filling in, 


and/or relocating of watercourses are anticipated.  Efforts will be made to prevent any short term 


stream flow interference (i.e. culvert crossing installations) which could cause adverse effects.   The 
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construction plan will minimize or avoid any direct works in water bodies and most construction will 


occur at appropriate setbacks from water bodies.  The potential for these effects will be addressed in 


the EA and on a site specific basis, through the permitting processes. 


Hydro One will consider opportunities for habitat improvements including streamside buffers within the 


proposed reference route including any selected route refinements. This will be done in consultation 


with affected property owners, interested Indigenous communities and groups, conservation 


authorities, provincial ministries and affected municipalities. 


The issue of soil compaction and measures to mitigate effects on soil permeability, drainage and 


hydraulic balance will be addressed in the EA. 


Dust and noise from construction are controlled with appropriate mitigation measures and 


environmental best management practices. 


Sediment and erosion control measures will be identified and addressed in the EA document.  This 


includes identification of areas where soil or other factors could affect the effectiveness of those 


measures. 


Potential effects due to construction are as follows: soil compaction and erosion; loss of vegetation from 


clearing and associated loss of wildlife habitat; displacement of wildlife or effects to nesting birds and 


species at risk; habitat fragmentation; incidental spills of oil, gasoline and other chemicals; water quality 


and fish habitat degradation due to temporary stream crossings; and degradation of environmentally 


significant areas. Agricultural infrastructure can be affected by changes to site drainage. 


Potential effects due to operation are related to maintenance access and vegetation management 


(approximately 3-year cycles). 


To reduce or eliminate potential negative environmental effects associated with the construction and 


operation of the proposed facilities, proven environmentally sound guidelines and best management 


practices (BMPs) will be implemented using: 


 “Environmental Guidelines for the Construction and Maintenance of Transmission Facilities” 


(Hydro One 2009); 


 “Best Management Practices for Wetland Crossings” (Morissette 2014); 


 “Overhead Line Construction” (DFO 2007); 


 “Riparian Zone Protocol” (Fitzsimmons 2010); 


  “Debris Removal for Culvert Maintenance” (TRCA 2014); 


 “Environmental Guidelines for Access Roads and Water Crossings” (MNR 1990); 


 “Guidelines for Evaluating Construction Activities Impacting on Water Resources” (MOECC 1995); 


 “Utility Vegetation Management” (Cieslewicz 2004); and 


 “Management Approaches for Industrial Fugitive Dust Sources” (MOECC 2017). 
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In addition, all other relevant environmental requirements and policies will be identified and taken into 


account in the EA. 


 


7.2 Evaluation of Potential Effects on the Socio-economic Environment 
 


Socio-economic impacts can be positive or negative; and can occur at various units of social order: 


individuals, businesses, communities, economic sectors; however, the objective of the Lake Superior 


Link project is to provide an overall benefit to the Province of Ontario.   


The socio-economic impact assessment will identify positive and negative effects of the project locally 


and to the Province. The key indicators for this study are: 


 displacements of business, property and residents; 


 displacements of social features (e.g. institutional, recreational, etc.); 


 disruption to business, property and residents; 


 disruption of social features; 


 community and neighbourhood effects (e.g. community character, cohesion, function); 


 changes to land use patterns, including existing and planned development; 


 displacement or disruption to farm infrastructure and type; 


 displacement or disruption to mineral and aggregates resources; 


 displacement or disruption to parks, conservation and recreational areas; 


 displacement or disruption to community services and infrastructure; 


 disruption to traditional/ Indigenous land use;  


 changes to the existing landscape, visual character (i.e. visual attractiveness and scenic values); 


 economic benefits to the local communities (e.g., commercial activity); and, 


 economic benefits to the Province (e.g., industrial production, manufacturing, commercial activity 


and technical services). 


 
Socio-economic information will be collected from the following sources: 


 Secondary published sources; 


 Windshield surveys; 


 CIC comments and input; 


 Stakeholder consultation (to be defined as project planning progresses but may include 


municipalities, ratepayer groups, business community, Indigenous communities, agricultural 


community); and  


 Consultation with potentially affected community residents. 


 
The socio-economic impact assessment will include: 


 An assessment of the socio-economic character and profile of the area potentially affected by the 


project; 
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 An  evaluation of the alternatives including identification of issues and concerns; 


 The identification and assessment of effects on the socio-economic environment by indicator; 


and, 


 The identification of protective or mitigation measures.  
 


Potential effects of the proposed undertaking on the socio-economic features identified will be assessed 


and appropriate mitigation/remedial measures will be recommended to reduce or eliminate the 


significant negative effects.  


The assessment of effects will be based on data collected from primary and secondary sources. A broad 


assessment of potential socio-economic considerations of the alternative methods both during and after 


construction on existing land use, potential development, businesses and community features shall be 


prepared and will identify proposed mitigation measures. The data collected as part of the baseline 


environmental description will be provided in the EA document and will form the basis for measuring 


effects of the project.  This includes data from supporting technical studies, surveys and environmental 


inventories collected from within the study area.  


7.2.1 Effects on Traditional/ Indigenous Land Use 


 


Indigenous communities and groups may have an interest in a project in addition to or apart from any 


potential effects on Indigenous interests and treaty rights. Through discussions with Indigenous 


communities and groups, Hydro One will attempt to determine the extent and nature of any interests in 


the project as well as any potential effects on Indigenous interests and treaty rights.   


Hydro One is currently undertaking consultation activities with the 18 First Nation and Métis 


communities identified by the Ministry of Energy to gain information on traditional values as they relate 


to the project.  As part of the EA process, Hydro One will provide to Indigenous communities and groups 


who wish to receive it, species information which is gathered from the field studies.  Hydro One will also 


consider any information Indigenous communities and groups provide on protection of plant and animal 


species which have traditional value. This information will be used in developing indicators and 


measures for effect on traditional/ Indigenous land use where relevant. 


7.2.2 Effects on the Cultural Environment  


 


The Project may have potential effects on the cultural environment, including, but not limited to, the 


following: 


 areas of archaeological potential; 


 built heritage; 


 cultural heritage landscape; and, 


 churches and cemeteries. 
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To assess the potential effects of project on heritage, archaeology and cultural resources, the EA will 


draw upon the results of a Stage 1 archaeological study (and future archaeological work, as required) 


and cultural and heritage assessments. Information and data will also be obtained from Municipal 


Heritage Groups, heritage planners, Indigenous communities and groups, secondary source information, 


and discussions during the engagement/consultation process.  


 


7.3 Technical, Administrative and Cost Considerations 
 


The technical, administrative and cost considerations will be used to evaluate the alternatives, including 


the considerations in the bullet points below.   


 system safety and reliability; 


 constructability and feasibility analysis; 


 duration and impacts of line outages to enable connections for the new line;   


 availability of tower and other infrastructure materials; 


 timely regulatory and agency approvals; 


 material differences or design changes arising from the EA or other approvals; 


 design changes to accommodate requirements from Alternative Methods analysis;  


 poor or contaminated soil conditions; 


 unexpected site drainage requirements; 


 adverse weather conditions; 


 conflicts with other utility ROW’s that intersect or parallel the proposed facilities. 


 land costs; 


 construction capital costs; and 


 operations and maintenance costs 


 
Indicators and measures will be developed during the EA process. Issues that could potentially affect 


project construction and implementation costs will also be addressed as part of the EA. 
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8. Commitments and Monitoring 
 


Hydro One is committed to environmental protection and responsible environmental management. This 


project will be carried out in compliance with environmental legislation, Hydro One corporate policies, 


BMPs, and corporate environmental procedures.  The EA document will provide information so that 


facilities will be designed, constructed and operated in a manner that makes efficient use of resources, 


prevents pollution and reduces environmental effects to the extent that is reasonably achievable.  Hydro 


One strives for the continual improvement in its management system, processes, activities and services. 


The EA document will provide information to address commitments and monitor the Project in the 


following ways: 


 identify, assess, and manage potentially significant environmental risks and integrate 


environmental considerations into decisions; 


 inform employees and contractors so that they understand their roles, responsibilities and Hydro 


One’s environmental requirements and have the skills, knowledge and resources necessary to 


perform their duties; 


 promote continual improvement by setting environmental objectives and targets, monitoring 


performance and taking corrective and preventive actions when required; 


 work cooperatively with governments, customers, suppliers and other stakeholders to develop 


programs that contribute to the achievement of Hydro One’s environmental objectives and 


targets; and, 


 support the investigation and use of new methods of environmental protection that will help 


achieve Hydro One’s business objectives.  
 


The Hydro One Environmental Policy and Environmental Commitment form the overarching foundations 


for commitments made in the EA.   An Environmental Specification will be prepared to guide project 


construction.  An environmental specialist will be assigned to support and monitor construction 


activities.  As noted, pre- and post-operational studies will be carried out to confirm project compliance, 


the accuracy of environmental effects predictions, the effectiveness of mitigation measures and the 


need for any remedial action. 


 


8.1 Project Effects Monitoring 
 


During the later stages of the EA process, a monitoring program will be developed.  The program (to be 


included in the EA) will describe the project environmental management system that will ensure 


compliance with the commitments set out in this assessment plus other environmental requirements 


(e.g., terms and conditions of EA approval and other legislation).    
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Pre- and post-operational monitoring will identify actual effects, assess the effectiveness of the 


mitigation/restoration/enhancement measures to reduce or eliminate these effects, and evaluate the 


need for any additional action to ensure commitment realization. 


Appropriate commitments to compliance monitoring will be reflected in study documentation. The 


duration of the monitoring and follow-up programs will vary and will depend on the conditions of 


permits and approvals granted by regulatory agencies. 


 


8.2 EA Process Monitoring 
 


During the planning and design processes, compliance with EA process commitments outlined in the ToR 


will be regularly reviewed prior to project implementation. External notification and 


engagement/consultation will be consistent with EA commitments. 
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Appendix 1 – Notice of Commencement 
  







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Appendix 2 – List of Preliminary Criteria and 
Indicators 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Natural 
Environment 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 
 


Environmentally 
significant areas 


Area of Provincially 
Significant Wetlands 
Crossed  


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
wetland habitats 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Area of Provincially 
Significant ANSIs Crossed 


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
natural features 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Number of species at risk 
including regionally and 
locally rare species 


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
species at risk or their habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Environment Canada 
where appropriate 


Area of Non-provincially 
Significant and/or 
Unevaluated Wetlands 
Crossed 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
wetland habitats 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Area of significant wildlife 
habitat crossed 


Potential for short- and long-term effects on 
significant wildlife habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Area of significant 
valleylands crossed 


Potential for short- and long-term effects on 
significant valleylands 


Municipalities, existing EA 
studies 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Natural 
Environment 


Area of Hazard Lands 
crossed 


Potential for project effects on natural heritage 
features 


Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority, 
MNRF, existing EA studies, 
field studies if required. 


 Migratory bird flyways, 
feeding and resting areas 


Potential for short- and long-term effects on 
migratory birds and their habitat 


NHIC, MNRF, Bird Studies 
Canada, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Water bodies, fish 
habitat and aquatic 
ecosystems 


Number of coldwater 
streams crossed 


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
fisheries resources and habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Total number of streams 
crossed 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
fisheries resources and habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Socio-economic 
Environment 


 


 
 
 
 
 


Existing land use Existing uses and types Potential for conflict with existing land uses Municipal planning and 
zoning information 


Approved 
development 


Sub-division and 
development plans 


Potential for conflict with sub-division and 
development plans 


Commercial activities Types of business activities Potential to disrupt or displace businesses Local Departments of 
Economic Development 


Tourism related activities Potential to disrupt or displace tourist attractions 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Socio-economic 
Environment 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Potential effect on 
Mineral and 
aggregate resources 


Area of significant 
aggregate deposits 


Potential effects may occur on existing 


aggregate deposits 


Ministry of Northern 
Development and Mines 
(MNDM), MNRF Ontario's 
Land Information Directory 
(OLID) database. Owners  


Area of mines within the 
study area (Ha) 


Potential effects may occur on mining operations  


Number of mining claims 
within the study area 


Potential effects may occur on future mining 
operations 


Area of pits/quarries 
within the study area (Ha) 


Potential effects may occur on pits/quarries 
operation 


Potential effect on 
Remote Tourism 


Number of remote tourism 
businesses effected 


Potential for effects on remote tourism businesses MNRF, MTCS, Business 
Operators 


Community profile Number of potential 
property removals 
(buyouts)  


 


Hydro One Policy prohibits homes or  family 
residences from being located within the 
proposed WIDENED ROW 


GIS shape files, Site Visits 
if required. 


Number of potential 
diagonal severances of 
properties  


Diagonal crossings are considered more 
disruptive because they limit other uses of land  


 


Number of potentially 
affected properties 


Crossings of properties are disruptive to family 
residences and businesses  
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Socio-economic 
Environment 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Community services Number of health care 
facilities 


Potential for project to disrupt or displace 
facilities 


Local health department 


Number of educational 
facilities 


Potential for project to disrupt or displace 
educational facilities 


School boards and local 
road maps 


Number of other important 
community facilities 


Potential for project to disrupt or displace 
facilities. 


Local road mapping, site 
visits if required. 


Community 
infrastructure 


Number of natural gas 
pipelines  


Potential effects on utility pipelines operations 
and maintenance 


Utility companies 


Number of roads crossed  Potential effects on the driving public, aesthetic 
and visual 


GIS shape files 


Number of railways 
crossed (segments)  


Potential effects can occur on railway lands and 
crossings due to the widened ROW towers, 
span and overhead clearance  


Number of airports within 
EA prescribed distance of 
the ROW centerline 


Transport Canada requirements for distance 
separation between transmission routes and 
runways 


Local municipalities, 
private airport operators 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Socio-economic 
Environment 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Landscape and visual 
assessment 


Number of residences, 
farm residences within EA 
prescribed distance from 
the ROW or as required 
for viewscape analysis.  


Number of trails, 
waterways, and roads 
crossed 


Proximity of the widened ROW to residents and 
recreational users (of scenic 
landscapes/features) could potentially affect 
viewer expectations in the vicinity of the lines. 


MNRF, Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority, 
Municipalities, Heritage 
Advisory Committees, and 
Site visits if required. 


Parks  Area of Federal, Provincial 
Parks and reserves 


Identify and protect natural   and recreational 
features 


MNRF, Parks Canada, 
Municipalities, counties 
and Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority Area of local parks 


Conservation areas Number and area of 
conservation areas  


Identify natural areas and ecosystems within the 
study area to measure potential effects on use of 
these facilities 


MNRF, and Lakehead 
Region Conservation 
Authority 


Recreational facilities 
(camp ground, park, 
sport field, golf 
course) 


Number of trails 
(segments) 


Identify and protect natural  recreational 
features 


MNRF, and Lakehead 
Region Conservation 
Authority 


 
Number of recreational 
facilities 


 







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Hydro One Networks -Draft ToR for the Lake Superior Link Project
Date: June 11, 2018 3:16:44 PM
Attachments: image001.gif

 
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

From: Testa, Antonia (MOECC) [mailto:Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Monday, June 11, 2018 2:35 PM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MOECC); HAULENA Adam; STAITE Patricia
Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks -Draft ToR for the Lake Superior Link Project
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hi Bruce,
 
Not a problem.  Thank you for letting me know.
 
Cheers,
Antonia
 
 
Antonia Testa | Special Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 

Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change | 135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor, Toronto ON  M4V
 1P5
T: 416.325.5500 | F: 416.314.8452 | E: antonia.testa@ontario.ca

 Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 
From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: June-11-18 2:23 PM
To: Testa, Antonia (MOECC)
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MOECC); Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
Subject: Hydro One Networks -Draft ToR for the Lake Superior Link Project
 
Hi Antonia,
We have just realized that we failed to demark the document as “Draft”. We are working to revise.

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
mailto:antonia.testa@ontario.ca
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:patricia.staite@HydroOne.com



From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: antonia.testa@ontario.ca
Cc: patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; andrew.evers@ontario.ca;

 Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link -draft ToR open for review
Date: June 11, 2018 3:32:10 PM

Hi Antonia,
 
Today Hydro One sent out notifications to stakeholders that the draft ToR for the Lake Superior Link
 project is available for review and comment for 30 days. We have sent the following:
 

·        Emails to Municipal, Provincial and Federal government agencies on our contact list with a
 formal letter and digital copy of the ToR.

·        Emails to property owners on our contact list informing them that a draft ToR is available for
 review at a local municipal office.

·        Emails to interest groups informing them that a draft ToR is available for review and
 providing them with a digital copy.

·        Emails to Indigenous Communities informing them that a draft ToR is available for review
 and providing them with a digital copy.

 
Hydro One will be providing hard copies of the ToR to:

·        Municipal Offices
·        MOECC
·        Indigenous Communities and
·        Anyone requesting a copy

 
The draft ToR will be made available for public review at:

·        Municipal offices of  Thunder Bay, Nipigon, Red Rock, Dorion, Terrace Bay, Marathon,
 Shuniah, Schrieber, White River and Wawa

·        All Public and Indigenous CICs
·        Indigenous Administrative Offices

 
Let me know if you require any further information.
 
Thank you,
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:antonia.testa@ontario.ca
mailto:patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:andrew.evers@ontario.ca
mailto:Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com


From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: adam.wright@ontario.ca
Cc: patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com;

 andrew.evers@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link Project -draft ToR
Date: June 8, 2018 9:55:22 AM

Hi Adam,
 
This is to notify the MOECC that on Monday June 11, 2018 Hydro One will be making available a
 draft Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project to government agencies, stakeholders,
 Indigenous Communities and the public for review and comment.  The draft will be made available
 for 30 days ending July 10, 2018. We will be disseminating notices and copies starting Monday. We
 will provide you greater detail of this on Monday.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:adam.wright@ontario.ca
mailto:patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
mailto:Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:andrew.evers@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com


From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Adam.Wright@ontario.ca
Subject: RE: Meeting tomorrow May 30th

That’s great. I will update the invite. See you tomorrow. Thanks.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

From: Wright, Adam (MOECC) [mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 12:46 PM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MOECC)
Subject: RE: Meeting tomorrow May 30th
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hi Bruce,
 

Thanks for touching base, yes everything is go for tomorrow. I have booked the 3rd floor boardroom
 at 135 St. Clair for the meeting, so you may want to update the meeting invite.
 
If you could call me when you arrive (416-325-5500) I can come down to the lobby and meet you.
 
Cheers,

Adam
 

From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: May-29-18 11:19 AM
To: Wright, Adam (MOECC)
Cc: Evers, Andrew (MOECC)
Subject: Meeting tomorrow May 30th
 
Hi Adam,
I Just want to confirm with you that everything is still on track for us to meet tomorrow at your office
 on Saint Clair at 10AM? I will be bringing from Hydro One: Patricia Staite, Elise Croll, Denise Jamal
 and Christine Goulais. I will also be bringing our environmental consultant Craig Walace from SNC-
Lavalin.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com


From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: adam.wright@ontario.ca; andrew.evers@ontario.ca; annamaria.cross@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -Schedule
Attachments: Lake Superior Link TOR EA Schedule 23-05-2018.pdf

My apologies, I intended to send this revised schedule out to you last week. We can discuss further
 at the meeting today. Thank you.

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:adam.wright@ontario.ca
mailto:andrew.evers@ontario.ca
mailto:annamaria.cross@ontario.ca



Draft TOR submitted to MOECC and available for review
June 2018


TOR Review Period


EA Studies March ‐ September 2018


Draft EA submitted and available for review November, 2018


Public and Government Review of EA
December 2018 ‐ January 2019 


(7 weeeks)  


Government Issues Notice of Completion of Ministry Review of EA
January 2019 ‐ March 2019 (5 


weeks)


June 11 to 14, 2018


Submit TOR


Individual Environmental Assessment Milestone Date


Submit Notice of Commencement of Preparation TOR to MOECC


Issue Public Notice of Commencement of Preparation of TOR


Terms of Reference (TOR)


Ministers Decision on TOR


Submit Notice of Commencement of Initiation of EA to MOECC


Issue Public Notice of Commencement of Preparation of EA


Consultation on, and Preparation of TOR


Community Information Centres #1 (TOR)


Implement the Project and Monitor Compliance July 2019 ‐December 2021


May 2018


June ‐ September 2018 (12 


weeks)


July 2018


Individual Environmental Assessment (EA)


Public Inspection of Ministry Review March ‐ April 2019 (5 weeks)


Minister’s Decision April ‐ July 2019 (13 weeks)


EA Approval July 2019


Community Information Centres #2 (EA) September 2018


Submission of EA to MOECC and Notice of EA Submission December 2018







From: Wright, Adam (MOECC)
To: Wallace, Craig
Cc: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Medved, Luka
Subject: RE: Hydro One Lake Superior Link Project - Stakeholder Contact List
Date: June 1, 2018 9:03:13 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Hi Craig,
 
Thanks for circulating the current stakeholder list for the LSL project.  Please do send a revised list as the EA process moves forward.
 
Cheers,
 
Adam
 

From: Wallace, Craig [mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com] 
Sent: May-30-18 4:09 PM
To: Wright, Adam (MOECC)
Cc: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Medved, Luka
Subject: Hydro One Lake Superior Link Project - Stakeholder Contact List
 
Hello Adam,
 
Further to the MOECC/Hydro One meeting this morning attached is the current stakeholder contact list for the Lake Superior Link (LSL) project. As noted, the recent Notice of Commencement of the
 Terms of Reference was sent to all those listed on the contact list. Updates to the contact list will be provided to the MOECC as we progress in the EA process.
 
Regards,
 

Craig Wallace, BES, EP  

Manager, Environmental Assessment and Permitting  
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure  

Tel.: 416-252-5311
Direct Line: 416-252-5315, Ext. 56276

 

Fax: 416-231-5356  
SNC-Lavalin  

195 The West Mall  

Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1  

 

 snclavalin.com
 

 

 

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged, and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other use of or
 reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your system. Thank
 you.
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.snclavalin.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cadam.wright%40ontario.ca%7Cb813ef7f5ef84d407eea08d5c66940e8%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C636633078856190463&sdata=8sLcwUEsbGcLMx8oSvMyD%2FjkFXnoVDXk5VLHCOBMB1E%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpride.snclavalin.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cadam.wright%40ontario.ca%7Cb813ef7f5ef84d407eea08d5c66940e8%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C636633078856200468&sdata=W3rXcltbKEXUx%2BVG0Z4jMUtclxJSKUdyak9eE1MAfsA%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fsnclavalin&data=02%7C01%7Cadam.wright%40ontario.ca%7Cb813ef7f5ef84d407eea08d5c66940e8%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C636633078856200468&sdata=KsrAw194hS%2FQzgzMyG7SsNjI%2BNvVciXidwoMq96DGOg%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fsnclavalin&data=02%7C01%7Cadam.wright%40ontario.ca%7Cb813ef7f5ef84d407eea08d5c66940e8%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C636633078856210477&sdata=%2BEJ%2FxXj5ZFUuZXy5fw5wgcVNaTP0gCtNWRKK6eTqXZU%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fsnc-lavalin_2%3Ftrk%3Dhb_tab_compy_id_558123&data=02%7C01%7Cadam.wright%40ontario.ca%7Cb813ef7f5ef84d407eea08d5c66940e8%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C636633078856210477&sdata=TaXDZIhFMoYn1hajNetGDsF5oMUBq8cyTDnsELnMmCw%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.snclavalin.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cadam.wright%40ontario.ca%7Cb813ef7f5ef84d407eea08d5c66940e8%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C636633078856220482&sdata=Pgltxc3j0GxgtByjifSIxocv1YKuZsN6Mpi6B4e9SLQ%3D&reserved=0







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: kathleen.oneill@ontario.ca
Cc: annamaria.cross@ontario.ca; adam.wright@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:36:03 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter_MOECC.pdf

Hello Kathleen,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:kathleen.oneill@ontario.ca
mailto:annamaria.cross@ontario.ca
mailto:adam.wright@ontario.ca
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 


")


")


")


Lac Supérieur 


Première Nation 
Fort William 


Première Nation 
Michipicoten


PARC NATIONAL 
PUKASKWA


Wawa


Dorion


Nipigon


Marathon


Schreiber Terrace Bay


White River


Thunder Bay


PT DE WAWA


PT DE LAKEHEAD


PT DE MARATHON 
ROUTE 17


R


OUTE


11
/ 1


7


R
O


UT
E


11


ROUT E 101


R OUTE 17


Première Nation 
Ojibway de 
Pic River 


Bande indienne 
de Red Rock 


Première Nation 
Pays Plat 


Première Nation 
Pic Mobert 


[0 20 40
km


Itinéraire de référence
Autre itinéraire de référence


") Poste de transformation (PT)
Réserve Première Nation 


1/900 000







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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From: Medved, Luka
To: "cheryl.szikita@ontario.ca"
Cc: Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 4:18:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Dear Ms. Szikita:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the Ministry of Health and Long-Term
 Care via email to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your

mailto:cheryl.szikita@ontario.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
http://www.snclavalin.com/







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: tony.amalfa@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:35:56 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter_MoH.pdf

Hello Tony Amalfa,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:tony.amalfa@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Medved, Luka
To: "Parry, Shawn (MMA)"; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
Cc: Steinman, Carly (MMAH); Wallace, Craig; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: RE: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 23, 2018 11:49:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Hello Shawn,
 
To confirm, yes MMAH was identified through the MECP government review team list. Moving
 forward MMAH will be removed from the Lake Superior Link distribution list.
 
All the best, thanks!
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your
 system. Thank you.

 

From: Parry, Shawn (MMA) [mailto:Shawn.Parry@ontario.ca] 
Sent: August 23, 2018 9:33 AM
To: Medved, Luka; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
Cc: Steinman, Carly (MMAH)
Subject: RE: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link
 project
 
Morning Luka and Adam,
 
Not sure how I got on the distribution list for this project, as my unit doesn’t perform a review
 function for individual EAs.  You may have been provided a circulation list by MECP….I’ve already
 advised MECP that these types of proposals don’t need to be circulated to me.
 
You can also remove Carly Steinman from the list as she’s moved on
 
Thanks and good luck with your project.
 

mailto:Shawn.Parry@ontario.ca
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Carly.Steinman@ontario.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com







Shawn Parry, MCIP, RPP
Manager – Planning Innovation
Provincial Planning Policy Branch
Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Housing
Tel: 416 585 6285 / Mobile: 416 318 7909
Email: shawn.parry@ontario.ca
 
 

From: Medved, Luka [mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com] 
Sent: August 22, 2018 4:22 PM
To: Parry, Shawn (MMA) <Shawn.Parry@ontario.ca>
Cc: Wallace, Craig <Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com>; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com;
 Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link
 project
 
Dear Mr. Parry:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
 Housing via email to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

mailto:shawn.parry@ontario.ca
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:Shawn.Parry@ontario.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com


From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: carly.steinman@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:35:35 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter_MoMAH.pdf

Hello Carly Steinman,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:carly.steinman@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Medved, Luka
To: "londa.mortson@ontario.ca"
Cc: Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 4:23:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
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image004.png
image005.png

Dear Ms. Mortson:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the Ministry of Natural Resources and
 Forestry via email to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your
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From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
To: londa.mortson@ontario.ca
Subject: Lake Superior Link revised draft Terms of Reference
Date: August 8, 2018 11:19:33 AM
Attachments: 20180807_Lake Superior Link Draft RoC for the Proposed ToR - MNRF Comment and Responses Table.pdf

Revised draft ToR_Notification_MNRF.pdf

Good morning,
 
Please see the attached notification for the release of the revised draft Terms of Reference for the
 Lake Superior Link and responses to comments received during the draft review period. If you have
 comments or would like to discuss please feel free to reach out to Bruce at 1-416-779-0257 or
 Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com, or Adam Haulena at 1-416-345-6596 or
 Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com.
 
Thank you,
 
Adam Haulena
Planner, Environmental Programs and Approvals
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T - 1-416-345-6596, C – 1-416-201-1108
adam.haulena@hydroone.com
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision 


 Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF), Londa Mortson, Letter Dated July 20, 2018 to Bruce Hopper, Hydro One 
Network Inc. (HONI) 


MNRF – 1 A full consideration of alternatives 
assessment and rationale for current route 
selection; specifically in the Dorion 
Area/Loon Lake greenfield route. 


Hydro One is committed to undertaking a 
full alternatives assessment, including 
rationale for route selection. This 
alternatives assessment will include the 
reference route alternative through 
Dorion.  


Section 6 has been revised to clarify 
commitment for alternatives assessment, 
including the reference route alternative 
through Dorion.  


MNRF – 2 Understanding of the origin for the current 
route selection presented as well as 
alternative analysis completed. 


Hydro One is committed to undertaking a 
full alternatives assessment, including 
rationale and original of route selection. 
This alternatives assessment will include 
the reference route alternative through 
Dorion. 


Section 6 has been revised to clarify 
commitment for alternatives assessment, 
including the reference route alternative 
through Dorion. 


MNRF – 3 Complete understanding of criteria and 
indicators used to complete alternatives 
analysis for all project 
infrastructure/impacts.  


Hydro One will utilize identified criteria 
and indicators in the alternatives analysis 
throughout the EA to objectively 
complete alternatives analysis for all 
project infrastructure/impacts. 


No changes required.  


MNRF – 4 Avoidance and protection considerations 
of known values of significant interest and 
protected areas and understanding of site 
specific mitigation measures.  


The EA process will further 
understanding of areas of significance, 
protected areas and known values. 
Alternatives assessments will inform 
local design considerations and 
mitigation measures will be tailored to 
areas of significance. 


Section 6 has incorporated this comment.  


MNRF – 5 MNRF strongly recommends the 
submission of a data sharing agreement 
application to help inform values of 


Hydro One will work with MNRF to 
collaborate on a data sharing agreement.  


No changes required.  


1 
 







interest considerations within the ToR and 
IEA development for the Lake Superior 
Link project. 


MNRF – 6 MNRF also encourages Hydro One to 
review publically available reports and 
comments related to similar proposed 
projects in this study area to inform the 
preparation of the ToR. 


Hydro One will leverage all existing 
sources of knowledge throughout the EA 
process to minimize duplication of effort, 
including available reports and similar 
proposed projects in the study areas. 


No changes required.  
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August 7, 2018 


 
Mrs. Londa Mortson, Regional Resources Manager 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
435 South James St, Suite 221a  
Thunder Bay, ON, P7E 6S7 
 
Via email - londa.mortson@ontario.ca  
 
 
Dear Mrs. Londa Mortson, 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with government agencies, 
Indigenous communities, municipalities and community stakeholders will continue throughout the life 
of the project.  
 
Please see the attached summary of Hydro One responses to MNRF comments and corresponding 
modifications to the draft Terms of Reference.  If you have comments or would like to discuss please 
feel free to reach out to me at 1-416-779-0257 or email Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com or 1-416-345-
6596 or email Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com. 


 
Sincerely,  


 
Bruce Hopper 
Environmental Planner, Environmental Programs and Approvals 
 


 



mailto:londa.mortson@ontario.ca

http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com





From: Wallace, Craig
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: MNRF Comments on Draft ToR - Lake Superior Link EA
Date: July 20, 2018 1:12:52 PM
Attachments: HydroOneLakeSuperiorLinkDraftTORMNRF2018-07-20.pdf

 

From: Mortson, Londa (MNRF) 
Sent: July 20, 2018 11:26 AM
To: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
Cc: Peluch, John (MNRF) <john.peluch@ontario.ca>; Magee, Chris (MNRF)
 <chris.magee@ontario.ca>; Aikman, Rik (MNRF) <Rik.Aikman@ontario.ca>; Leveque, Kevin (MNRF)
 <Kevin.Leveque@ontario.ca>; Wright, Adam (MOECC) <Adam.Wright@ontario.ca>; Chauvin,
 Chantal (MNRF) <Chantal.Chauvin@ontario.ca>
Subject: MNRF Comments on Draft ToR - Lake Superior Link EA
 
Bruce:
 
Please find attached comments from the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
 on the draft Terms of Reference for the proposed lake Superior Link Environmental
 Assessment.
 
Londa

mailto:/O=SL/OU=CAMTL1/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ONTOR1/CN=ACCOUNTS/CN=WALLC
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:john.peluch@ontario.ca
mailto:chris.magee@ontario.ca
mailto:Rik.Aikman@ontario.ca
mailto:Kevin.Leveque@ontario.ca
mailto:Adam.Wright@ontario.ca
mailto:Chantal.Chauvin@ontario.ca











From: Wallace, Craig
To: Mortson, Londa (MNRF); chris.marr@ontario.ca; Danielle.Tarrant@ontario.ca; Chantal.Chauvin@ontario.ca;

 phil.couture@ontario.ca; Wright, Adam (MOECC); Heather.Nelson@ontario.ca; kimberly.mcnaughton@ontario.ca
Cc: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@hydroone.com; Medved, Luka; a.seravalle@HydroOne.com;

 Antonia.Testa@ontario.ca; Adam.Haulena@hydroone.com
Subject: Hydro One Lake Superior Link Project - Minutes of Meeting & MNRF Comments on Terms of Rerference
Date: July 18, 2018 1:27:36 PM
Attachments: 20180705_652996_MNRF Hydro One Minutes of Meeting June 15.pdf

To All,
 

Attached are the minutes of the meeting held with the MNRF and MOECC on June 15th regarding
 the Hydro One Lake Superior Link (LSL) project.
 
Londa -  As follow-up to Item 2.2 of the meeting minutes, it was MNRF’s intent to provide comments

 on the Terms of Reference (ToR) for the LSL project on July 10th to Hydro One. Bruce Hopper tried

 to follow-up with you on the 10th, however we recognized that you were on vacation and returning
 this week. Can you please advise on the status of receiving MNRF comments on the ToR. Once in
 receipt and review of the MNRF comments we would like to arrange a meeting to go over any
 specific items, which  may require clarification.
 
Thank you.
 
Regards,
 
Craig Wallace, BES, EP

Manager, Environmental Assessment and
 Permitting
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5311
Direct Line: 416-252-5315, Ext. 56276
Fax: 416-231-5356
SNC-Lavalin

195 The West Mall
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Environment & Geoscience 
 
 
 
 
 


Minutes of Meeting 


195 The West Mall 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M9C 5K1 


  416-252-5311 


Minutes No.: 003 Project #: 652996 


Project Name: Lake Superior Link (LSL) 
Prepared by: L. Medved 


 
Meeting Date: June 15, 2018 
Meeting Time: 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm 
Teleconference  


Attendees: Londa Mortson (LM) 
Chris Marr (CM) 
Chantal Chauvin (CC) 
Heather Nelson (HN) 
Danielle Terrant (DT) 
Phil Couture (PC) 
Kimberly McNaughton 
(KM) 
Adam Wright (AW) 


MNRF 
MNRF 
MNRF 
MNRF 
MNRF 
MNRF 
MNRF 
 
MOECC 


Bruce Hopper (BH) 
Patricia Staite (PS) 
Craig Wallace (CW) 
Luka Medved (LMd) 
 


HONI 
HONI 
SLI 
SLI 
 
 


 
Minutes 


Item 
# 


Description Action 
by 


Date 


 Terms of Reference   


1 Initiation and Preparation Terms of Reference (ToR) (CW and BH)   


1.1 CW provided a brief overview of recent LSL developments pertaining to the draft ToR. 
CW noted on June 11, 2018 Hydro One issued a draft ToR for review and comment. 
The draft ToR is available for review and comment over a 30 day period from June 11 
to July 10, 2018. Key stakeholders (federal/provincial agencies) and Indigenous 
communities have been provided with hard and electronic copies of the document for 
review. In addition, hard copies of the draft ToR have also been made available at 
municipal offices for review and Hydro One’s project website. A hard copy of the draft 
ToR will be made available to stakeholders upon request.  


Info  


1.2 CW noted Community Information Centres (CICs) were held the week of June 11, 
2018 across nine different municipalities to provide the public and stakeholders with 
an update on the project and discuss the draft ToR. The draft ToR was made 
available at each of the CIC sessions. Stakeholders were asked to provide comments 
and any feedback they may have on the draft ToR or the Project. CW noted no 
opposition to the project was raised at any of the CICs.  


Info  


2 Request for MNRF Review of Draft ToR (CW)   


2.1 MNRF inquired whether MOECC would coordinate the review of the draft ToR. AW 
clarified that there would be no formal coordination of review led by the MOECC for 
the draft ToR. AW noted the proponent will lead and coordinate the draft ToR review, 


Info  


PAGE 1 OF 3 







Environment & Geoscience 
 
 
 
 
 


Minutes of Meeting 


195 The West Mall 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M9C 5K1 


  416-252-5311 


Item 
# 


Description Action 
by 


Date 


however the MOECC will lead review process for the proposed ToR. AW inquired 
whether the draft ToR had been shared with Indigenous communities. BH confirmed 
that both hard and electronic copies of the draft ToR have been provided to 
Indigenous communities. In addition, Hydro One has been meeting with Indigenous 
communities where it has introduced and discussed the draft ToR.  


2.2 CW inquired whether MNRF would be able to provide comments on the draft ToR by 
the end of the 30 day comment period. LM confirmed MNRF will review the draft ToR 
and look to provide comments. LM noted the review period is quite short and as such 
MNRF will likely only provide high level comments identifying concerns and issues. 
LM inquired when the final ToR submission was anticipated. BH noted the submission 
of the final ToR is anticipated to occur in July 2018.  


Info  


2.3  LM inquired whether past MNRF comments on the Nextbridge ToR have been 
reviewed. BH confirmed past Nextbridge ToR comments have been reviewed. BH 
also explained that the EA will focus on collecting data where there are differences in 
the routing or ancillary infrastructure (e.g., temporary access, laydown yards, fly 
yards, etc.) proposed by Hydro One and NextBridge; and also where assumed data 
gaps may be present to complete the EA and/or secure other permits/approvals. To 
avoid duplication of effort, Hydro One intends to rely on the existing Nextbridge 
baseline data, and supplement as necessary for specific routing or supportive 
temporary infrastructure applicable to the LSL project.  PC noted there are risks 
surrounding the aggressive project schedule and the reliance on Nextbridge data.   


Info  


 Consultation   


3 Consultation Activities Update (CW and BH)   


3.1 CW provided an overview of the CICs held during the week of June 11, 2018 and 
identified some of the comments received. Comments/questions received were mainly 
focused on property concerns and approvals processes (e.g. OEB). All recorded 
comments from the CICs will be documented in the Record of Consultation for the 
project.    


 
Info 


 


3.2 BH provided an overview of recent consultation completed with Indigenous 
communities. BH noted Hydro One has met with seven communities over the past two 
weeks to discuss environmental baseline studies, CICs and the draft ToR. Additional 
meetings have been arranged with Indigenous communities in the coming weeks. BH 
confirmed capacity funding agreements have been provided to communities for 
review of the draft ToR and participate in field studies and EA in general.  


  


3.3 LM inquired whether Hydro One has received a delegation to consult for the LSL 
project. BH confirmed Hydro One received a duty to consult letter from the Ministry of 
Energy in March 2018. LM requested the letter received from the Ministry of Energy 
be shared with MNRF for review. BH confirmed a copy of the letter will be sent to 


BH  
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195 The West Mall 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M9C 5K1 


  416-252-5311 


Item 
# 


Description Action 
by 


Date 


MNRF as follow-up action item to the meeting.   
 
Note: BH sent a copy of the duty to consult letter to MNRF on June 18.  


  Work Programs – Environmental Assessment   


4 Status of Environmental Studies (CW)   


4.1 CW noted field studies were set to begin the week of June 18. The LSL field program 
will focus on the Dorion area, Pukaskwa National Park and the areas surrounding the 
park between Wawa and Marathon. It was noted that Work Plans were shared with 
MNRF in April 2018 for review and comment. To date, Caribou and whip-poor-will 
studies have been completed.  


Info  


5 MNRF Permitting (CW and BH)   


5.1 CW identified that the geotechnical program is scheduled for late 2018 in the winter to 
minimize potential impacts to the environment. Work plans for the geotechnical 
program will be provided to MNRF for review in Fall 2018. The geotechnical program 
consists of 65 drilling sites and will require MNRF work permits.  


Info  


5.2 BH inquired whether MNRF would like to meet on a more frequent basis or around 
major milestones. LM noted MNRF would prefer meetings be held around major 
milestones.  


Info  


5.3 CW inquired whether information/permit applications should continue to be sent to the 
MNRF regional contacts or to each of the districts. LM confirmed that the MNRF 
would prefer all communication continue to go through the regional contacts, who will 
then distribute the information to each district.  


Info  


5.4 MNRF inquired whether the draft ToR contains a schedule of the EA process. BH 
noted an EA schedule for the project is not included in the ToR but has been 
developed and shared with MOECC.  


Info  


5.5 KM inquired whether the ToR will evaluate the twinning of the existing transmission 
corridor through Dorion. BH noted that the only alternative route being assessed in 
the draft ToR at present is the loop around Pukaskwa National Park. LM inquired 
whether rationale will be provided as to why the twinning of the Dorion corridor is not 
being considered. LM also noted the MNRF views the LSL project as a new 
undertaking, completely separate from the Nextbridge project. LM noted MNRF will 
provide comments requesting a route selection process for the Dorion area be 
completed.  


Info  


The above is considered to be a true and accurate record of discussions at the meeting. Please advise 
the writer of any discrepancy noted within 3 business days of issue so that any suggested corrections 
may be addressed prior to approval of minutes at the next scheduled meeting. 
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Christine.goulais@HydroOne.com
Cc: patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Duty to Consult - MOU
Date: June 21, 2018 11:23:56 AM

 
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

From: Chauvin, Chantal (MNRF) [mailto:Chantal.Chauvin@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Thursday, June 21, 2018 10:49 AM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Subject: RE: Duty to Consult - MOU
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Thank you Bruce,
 
I’ve sent this information on to our Regional Aboriginal Advisor for input toward our
 agencies duty to consult to ensure our aspects are covered.
 
Your assistance on this matter is greatly appreciated. If you do not hear anything else
 from MNRF on this matter in the near future there’s likely no concern.
 
Feel free to contact me directly if you have any questions.
 
Chantal Chauvin
Regional Planner
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
Tel: (705) 235-1191
Fax: (705) 235-1246
Email: chantal.chauvin@ontario.ca
 
 
From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: June 21, 2018 10:05 AM
To: Chauvin, Chantal (MNRF)
Cc: patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com;
 Christine.goulais@HydroOne.com
Subject: RE: Duty to Consult - MOU
 

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Christine.goulais@HydroOne.com
mailto:patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
mailto:chantal.chauvin@ontario.ca
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Christine.goulais@HydroOne.com


Hi Chantal,
Attached is the MOU for the LSL project. This MOU predates the LSL project as such the appendix
 only lists the Northwest Transmission Enhancement Project. Our Indigenous Relations group is
 working with the MOE to amend and list the LSL Project-but that is just a formality. With the
 election it will be awhile before the MOU gets amended but the intent is for it to apply to the LSL
 project.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

From: Chauvin, Chantal (MNRF) [mailto:Chantal.Chauvin@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Monday, June 18, 2018 10:38 AM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Subject: Duty to Consult - MOU
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hello Bruce,
 
I’m curious if Hydro One has also acquired an MOU with the Ministry of Energy
 outlining in more detail the aspects of the responsibilities for duty to consult with
 indigenous communities and groups and if you’d be able to provide a copy of that as
 well to ensure our Ministry is also covered under this delegation of procedural
 activities for your Lake Superior Link project.
 
Thank you,
 
Chantal Chauvin
Regional Planner
Northeast Region – Resources Section
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
5520 Hwy 101 P.O. Bag 3020
South Porcupine, ON  P0N 1H0
 
Tel: (705) 235-1191
Fax: (705) 235-1246
Email: chantal.chauvin@ontario.ca
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,

mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
mailto:Chantal.Chauvin@ontario.ca
mailto:chantal.chauvin@ontario.ca


From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: londa.mortson@ontario.ca
Cc: Medved, Luka
Subject: Hydro One -Lake superior Link -Duty to Consult
Date: June 18, 2018 7:07:36 AM
Attachments: Ltr_HydroOne_March22018.pdf

Hi Londa,
As requested in our meeting last Friday, please find attached the Duty to Consult letter. Let me know
 if you have any questions. Thank you
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:londa.mortson@ontario.ca
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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Minutes No.: 003 Project #: 652996 

Project Name: Lake Superior Link (LSL) 
Prepared by: L. Medved 

 
Meeting Date: June 15, 2018 
Meeting Time: 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm 
Teleconference  

Attendees: Londa Mortson (LM) 
Chris Marr (CM) 
Chantal Chauvin (CC) 
Heather Nelson (HN) 
Danielle Terrant (DT) 
Phil Couture (PC) 
Kimberly McNaughton 
(KM) 
Adam Wright (AW) 

MNRF 
MNRF 
MNRF 
MNRF 
MNRF 
MNRF 
MNRF 
 
MOECC 

Bruce Hopper (BH) 
Patricia Staite (PS) 
Craig Wallace (CW) 
Luka Medved (LMd) 
 

HONI 
HONI 
SLI 
SLI 
 
 

 
Minutes 

Item 
# 

Description Action 
by 

Date 

 Terms of Reference   

1 Initiation and Preparation Terms of Reference (ToR) (CW and BH)   

1.1 CW provided a brief overview of recent LSL developments pertaining to the draft ToR. 
CW noted on June 11, 2018 Hydro One issued a draft ToR for review and comment. 
The draft ToR is available for review and comment over a 30 day period from June 11 
to July 10, 2018. Key stakeholders (federal/provincial agencies) and Indigenous 
communities have been provided with hard and electronic copies of the document for 
review. In addition, hard copies of the draft ToR have also been made available at 
municipal offices for review and Hydro One’s project website. A hard copy of the draft 
ToR will be made available to stakeholders upon request.  

Info  

1.2 CW noted Community Information Centres (CICs) were held the week of June 11, 
2018 across nine different municipalities to provide the public and stakeholders with 
an update on the project and discuss the draft ToR. The draft ToR was made 
available at each of the CIC sessions. Stakeholders were asked to provide comments 
and any feedback they may have on the draft ToR or the Project. CW noted no 
opposition to the project was raised at any of the CICs.  

Info  

2 Request for MNRF Review of Draft ToR (CW)   

2.1 MNRF inquired whether MOECC would coordinate the review of the draft ToR. AW 
clarified that there would be no formal coordination of review led by the MOECC for 
the draft ToR. AW noted the proponent will lead and coordinate the draft ToR review, 

Info  
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however the MOECC will lead review process for the proposed ToR. AW inquired 
whether the draft ToR had been shared with Indigenous communities. BH confirmed 
that both hard and electronic copies of the draft ToR have been provided to 
Indigenous communities. In addition, Hydro One has been meeting with Indigenous 
communities where it has introduced and discussed the draft ToR.  

2.2 CW inquired whether MNRF would be able to provide comments on the draft ToR by 
the end of the 30 day comment period. LM confirmed MNRF will review the draft ToR 
and look to provide comments. LM noted the review period is quite short and as such 
MNRF will likely only provide high level comments identifying concerns and issues. 
LM inquired when the final ToR submission was anticipated. BH noted the submission 
of the final ToR is anticipated to occur in July 2018.  

Info  

2.3  LM inquired whether past MNRF comments on the Nextbridge ToR have been 
reviewed. BH confirmed past Nextbridge ToR comments have been reviewed. BH 
also explained that the EA will focus on collecting data where there are differences in 
the routing or ancillary infrastructure (e.g., temporary access, laydown yards, fly 
yards, etc.) proposed by Hydro One and NextBridge; and also where assumed data 
gaps may be present to complete the EA and/or secure other permits/approvals. To 
avoid duplication of effort, Hydro One intends to rely on the existing Nextbridge 
baseline data, and supplement as necessary for specific routing or supportive 
temporary infrastructure applicable to the LSL project.  PC noted there are risks 
surrounding the aggressive project schedule and the reliance on Nextbridge data.   

Info  

 Consultation   

3 Consultation Activities Update (CW and BH)   

3.1 CW provided an overview of the CICs held during the week of June 11, 2018 and 
identified some of the comments received. Comments/questions received were mainly 
focused on property concerns and approvals processes (e.g. OEB). All recorded 
comments from the CICs will be documented in the Record of Consultation for the 
project.    

 
Info 

 

3.2 BH provided an overview of recent consultation completed with Indigenous 
communities. BH noted Hydro One has met with seven communities over the past two 
weeks to discuss environmental baseline studies, CICs and the draft ToR. Additional 
meetings have been arranged with Indigenous communities in the coming weeks. BH 
confirmed capacity funding agreements have been provided to communities for 
review of the draft ToR and participate in field studies and EA in general.  

  

3.3 LM inquired whether Hydro One has received a delegation to consult for the LSL 
project. BH confirmed Hydro One received a duty to consult letter from the Ministry of 
Energy in March 2018. LM requested the letter received from the Ministry of Energy 
be shared with MNRF for review. BH confirmed a copy of the letter will be sent to 

BH  

PAGE 2 OF 3 



Environment & Geoscience 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of Meeting 

195 The West Mall 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M9C 5K1 

  416-252-5311 

Item 
# 

Description Action 
by 

Date 

MNRF as follow-up action item to the meeting.   
 
Note: BH sent a copy of the duty to consult letter to MNRF on June 18.  

  Work Programs – Environmental Assessment   

4 Status of Environmental Studies (CW)   

4.1 CW noted field studies were set to begin the week of June 18. The LSL field program 
will focus on the Dorion area, Pukaskwa National Park and the areas surrounding the 
park between Wawa and Marathon. It was noted that Work Plans were shared with 
MNRF in April 2018 for review and comment. To date, Caribou and whip-poor-will 
studies have been completed.  

Info  

5 MNRF Permitting (CW and BH)   

5.1 CW identified that the geotechnical program is scheduled for late 2018 in the winter to 
minimize potential impacts to the environment. Work plans for the geotechnical 
program will be provided to MNRF for review in Fall 2018. The geotechnical program 
consists of 65 drilling sites and will require MNRF work permits.  

Info  

5.2 BH inquired whether MNRF would like to meet on a more frequent basis or around 
major milestones. LM noted MNRF would prefer meetings be held around major 
milestones.  

Info  

5.3 CW inquired whether information/permit applications should continue to be sent to the 
MNRF regional contacts or to each of the districts. LM confirmed that the MNRF 
would prefer all communication continue to go through the regional contacts, who will 
then distribute the information to each district.  

Info  

5.4 MNRF inquired whether the draft ToR contains a schedule of the EA process. BH 
noted an EA schedule for the project is not included in the ToR but has been 
developed and shared with MOECC.  

Info  

5.5 KM inquired whether the ToR will evaluate the twinning of the existing transmission 
corridor through Dorion. BH noted that the only alternative route being assessed in 
the draft ToR at present is the loop around Pukaskwa National Park. LM inquired 
whether rationale will be provided as to why the twinning of the Dorion corridor is not 
being considered. LM also noted the MNRF views the LSL project as a new 
undertaking, completely separate from the Nextbridge project. LM noted MNRF will 
provide comments requesting a route selection process for the Dorion area be 
completed.  

Info  

The above is considered to be a true and accurate record of discussions at the meeting. Please advise 
the writer of any discrepancy noted within 3 business days of issue so that any suggested corrections 
may be addressed prior to approval of minutes at the next scheduled meeting. 
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: londa.mortson@ontario.ca
Cc: michael.kuluski@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link Project -Terms of Reference open for comments
Date: June 11, 2018 2:55:37 PM
Attachments: MNRF - ToR open for Comments - June 2018.pdf

Draft of LSL ToR 11jun2018.pdf

Dear Ms. Mortson,
 
Please find attached a letter and draft Terms of Reference in relation to Hydro One’s Lake Superior
 Link project for your consideration. Feel free to contact me with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
 
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:londa.mortson@ontario.ca
mailto:michael.kuluski@ontario.ca
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1. Introduction 
 


The Terms of Reference (ToR) as defined by the Ontario Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 


(MOECC) is a document prepared by the proponent and submitted to the Minister of the Environment 


and Climate Change for approval. The ToR establishes the framework for the planning and decision-


making process to be followed by the proponent during the preparation of the Environmental 


Assessment (EA) Report. Supporting material filed in addition to the ToR includes the Record of 


Consultation and supporting documentation that is submitted under a separate cover. The Record of 


Consultation outlines agency, public, Indigenous (First Nation and Métis) and other stakeholder 


consultation undertaken during the development of the ToR.  Supporting documentation provides 


additional detail regarding the Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) Lake Superior Link Project (the 


Project or undertaking). 


The Project is one of several identified by the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) to meet 


Ontario’s current and future electricity delivery needs.  Industrial activities in Northwestern Ontario, 


particularly in the mining sector, are expected to drive strong electricity demand growth in the coming 


decades. Coupled with changes in the region’s supply situation, the IESO forecasts a need for new supply 


to meet future demand in Northwestern Ontario. The identified future demand can be met with 


additional transmission and/or generation. The IESO analyzed both transmission and generation supply 


options and recommended the expansion of the existing 230 kilovolt (kV) East-West Tie to ensure the 


long-term reliability of the electricity supply in Northwestern Ontario (OPA 2011). This recommendation 


is contained in a series of Ontario Long-Term Energy Plan (LTEP) documents (OPA/IESO 2010, 2013, 


2017a), that outline specific energy projects and other initiatives.  The LTEPs identify the East-West Tie 


project as a priority project based on projected industrial growth within Northern Ontario. This 


recommendation was based on technical, economic and other considerations. The need for the project 


was recently confirmed in the Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion (IESO 


2017b), with a specified a targeted in-service date of the end of 2020 for the new line.  


The Lake Superior Link project consists of a new, approximately 400 kilometre (km) double-circuit 230 


kV transmission line that generally parallels an existing double-circuit 230 kV transmission line corridor 


(the existing East-West Tie) connecting the Wawa Transformer Station (TS) to the Lakehead TS near 


Thunder Bay (with a connection at the Marathon TS), which is referred to as the Reference Route. The 


Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative that are to be examined in the EA are presented in 


Figure 1. The Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative identified in the ToR differ in the section 


around Pukaskwa National Park (PNP).  Further details regarding the Project, including the Reference 


Route and Reference Route Alternative, are provided in Section 4. 
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Figure 1 – Proposed Lake Superior Link transmission line routes
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The Project requires approval under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act, 1990 (EA Act) including 


Ontario Regulation 116/01 (O. Reg. 116/01). O. Reg. 116/01 requires the preparation of an Individual EA 


for a project of this nature and size. The first key step of the EA is the preparation of a ToR.  Hydro One 


has prepared this ToR for consideration and approval by the Minister of Environment and Climate 


Change. The ToR serves as the foundation for the EA process.  Hydro One will prepare the EA in 


accordance with the framework laid out in the ToR document in accordance with the Code of Practice: 


Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for Environmental Assessments in Ontario (MOECC 2014).  


 


1.1 Background on the Electricity Sector in Ontario 
 


This section summarizes the background of the electricity sector planning in Ontario and its relation to 


the current Project.   


Over the past two decades the electricity sector in Ontario has changed significantly due to a number of 


key pieces of legislation.  In October 1998, the Ontario Legislature enacted the Energy Competition Act, 


1998, authorizing the restructuring of Ontario Hydro with the aim of introducing competition in the 


wholesale and retail electricity markets in Ontario.  Of note, the Energy Competition Act, 1998 changed 


the landscape of the electricity market in Ontario and introduced market deregulation.  On April 1, 1999, 


in accordance with the Energy Competition Act, 1998, Ontario Hydro was restructured principally into 


three separate entities: (1) Ontario Power Generation Inc., (2) Ontario Hydro Services Company Inc., 


later renamed Hydro One Inc., and  (3) the Independent Electricity Market Operator, later renamed 


Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO).  


The Ontario government established the the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) through the Electricity 
Restructuring Act, 2004. This legislation made changes to the institutional arrangements of the 
electricity sector in Ontario and established the OPA as the province’s long-term energy planner.  
Specifically, the OPA was given the mandate to develop integrated electricity plans that look forward 
several years, with the purpose of providing sustainable electricity solutions to Ontarians into the future.  
 


 the OPA (merged with the IESO in 2015) was given the mandate to develop an Integrated Power 
System Plan (IPSP) and address the looming supply–demand imbalance in Ontario through 
conservation and generation procurements. O. Reg. 276/06 designates and exempts the IPSP 
from the EA Act.  Undertakings resulting from this planning process, however, are required to 
complete an EA if they would otherwise be required to do so; 


 the Government was given the discretion to determine the future “supply mix” for the Province 
as a starting point for the IPSP; and, 


 the OEB was given the authority to review and approve the IPSP. 
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The OPA prepared a 20-year energy plan in 2007 and together with subsequent public policy initiatives 


(primarily the Green Energy and Green Economy Act, 2009), transformed how Ontario produces and 


uses electricity. Implementation was planned through generation procurement and conservation 


measures, and by developing transmission. On January 1, 2015 OPA merged with the IESO to create a 


new organization that combines the OPA and IESO mandates.  The IESO is now directly responsible for 


establishing the need for new transmission facilities. 


There has been, and continues to be, significant interest in connecting renewable generation to both 


distribution and transmission systems as a consequence of the passage of the Green Energy and Green 


Economy Act, 2009. However, the ability of existing or approved transmission facilities in Ontario to 


accommodate more generation is limited. Given this, the Ontario Energy Board (OEB) issued a policy 


document titled Framework for Transmission Project Development Plans on August 26, 2010, which sets 


out the policy of the OEB for a framework for new transmission investment in Ontario (OEB 2010). 


 


1.2 Background on the East-West Tie Expansion  
 


The East-West Tie Expansion Project is required to ensure an adequate, safe, reliable and affordable 


supply of power to enable future growth and development in Northwestern Ontario.  


The 2010 LTEP was published by the Ministry of Energy to serve as an update to the 2007 IPSP, given 


developments in technology, demographic and economic trends, and growth of the renewable energy 


sector.  The Ministry of Energy’s 2013 LTEP notes that the project is a priority project and that 


engineering and engagement should commence on the East-West Tie Expansion project to meet 


anticipated electricity supply needs in Ontario’s northwest. The Updated Assessment of the Need for the 


East-West Tie Expansion (IESO 2017b) states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 


recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in 


Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” 


In August 2013, the OEB, through a designation process, awarded Upper Canada Transmission Inc. 


(NextBridge Infrastructure L.P. or NextBridge) the development phase of the East-West Tie project. 


Hydro One, as the owner of the existing stations, is responsible for connecting the new East-West Tie 


transmission lines by upgrading the associated transmission station infrastructure.  


On July 31, 2017, NextBridge applied to OEB for Leave to Construct for the line portions of the project.  


On August 4, 2017, the Minister of Energy addressed a letter to the President and CEO of the IESO 


expressing concerns of the scale of cost increases of NextBridge’s budget estimates of $777.2 million, up 


from the original estimate of $419 million. In response, the Minister of Energy directed the IESO to 


review all options to ensure that ratepayers are protected and to update the need assessment for the 


project based on the latest costs and system needs.  Previously, in the 2017 LTEP the government had 


stated the following regarding the cost of East-West Tie transmission project: 
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“As the project has moved through development, estimates on its total cost have increased. This is a 


concern, as Ontario is focused on making the electricity system more cost-effective. The government 


will review all options to protect ratepayers as the project continues to be developed.” 


In response to the concerns regarding the cost of the project, as well as its environmental impacts, 


Hydro One is proposing its East-West Tie Line project, called “Lake Superior Link”, to protect the 


interests of the public and ratepayers.  As compared to the current NextBridge proposal, the proposed 


Lake Superior Link project, including its two routing alternatives, has a lower estimated cost, a smaller 


environmental footprint, reduced annual maintenance costs, and enhanced opportunities for 


Indigenous communities to participate with equity stakes in the Project.  


A brief summary of the East-West Tie project chronology to date is presented below: 


 In 2012 the OEB initiated a competitive process to designate an electricity transmitter to 


develop a 230kV high voltage transmission line between Thunder Bay and Wawa; 


 In 2013 a designated electricity transmitter was chosen by the OEB for the development phase 


of the project; 


 In May 2014, NextBridge’s Amended Individual EA Terms of Reference was issued; 


 In 2016, through an Order-in-Council, the East-West Tie was declared a priority project; 


 Summer 2017, the designated electricity transmitter’s Leave to Construct updated construction 


cost projections substantially exceeded the costs submitted in the designation proceeding; 


 In August 2017 the Minister of Energy asked the IESO to explore options and update the Needs 


Assessment of the project. The IESO reconfirmed the project as the preferred alternative to 


meet the need of long-term electricity supply for the northwest on December 1, 2017; 


 On February 15, 2018 Hydro One filed a Section 92 Leave to Construct application with the OEB 


for a new transmission facility - “Lake Superior Link”. Relative to the NextBridge alternative, the 


Lake Superior Link reference route provides in excess of approximately $140 million of capital 


savings and over $3 million annually in operations, maintenance and administration savings. 


 


1.3 Proponent 
 


Hydro One  is the proponent for Lake Superior Link and is responsible for the development of the ToR 


and subsequent EA document.  Hydro One is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Hydro One Inc., and is 


Ontario's largest electricity transmission and distribution provider with more than 1.3 million valued 


customers, $25 billion in assets and 2017 annual revenues of nearly $6 billion. Our team of over 7,400 


skilled and dedicated regular and non-regular employees proudly and safely serves suburban, rural and 


remote communities across Ontario through our 30,000 circuit km of high-voltage transmission and 


123,000 circuit km of primary distribution networks. Hydro One is committed to the communities we 


serve, and has been rated as the top utility in Canada for its corporate citizenship, sustainability, and 


diversity initiatives. We are one of only five utility companies in Canada to achieve the Sustainable 
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Energy Company designation from the Canadian Electricity Association. We also provide advanced 


broadband telecommunications services on a wholesale basis utilizing our extensive fibre optic network. 


The common shares of Hydro One Limited, the parent corporation of Hydro One Inc., are listed on the 


Toronto Stock Exchange (TSX: H). 


 


1.4 Purpose of the Study and Undertaking 
 


The purpose of the undertaking is to ensure an adequate, safe, reliable and affordable supply of power 


to enable future growth and supply in Northwestern Ontario.  The ToR is required under the 


Environmental Assessment Act to initiate the EA.  The ToR provides the framework for the EA and 


discusses the major aspects of the EA and how it will be approached.   


 


1.5 Outline of the Terms of Reference 
 


This ToR sets out the detailed requirements for the preparation of the EA document for the Lake 


Superior Link project in accordance with the requirements of the EA Act. If approved by the MOECC, the 


EA must be prepared in accordance with the detailed requirements set out in the approved ToR.   


In accordance with the MOECC Code of Practice: Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for 


Environmental Assessments in Ontario, (MOECC 2014) the ToR contains the following information: 


 Identification of the proponent; 


 Indication of how the environmental assessment will be prepared; 


 Purpose of the study or undertaking; 


 Description of and rationale for the undertaking; 


 Description of and rationale for alternatives; 


 Description of the existing environment and potential effects of the undertaking; 


 Assessment and evaluation; 


 Commitments and monitoring; 


 Consultation plan for the environmental assessment; 


 Flexibility to accommodate new circumstances; 


 Other approvals required. 


Taken together, the following sections of the ToR are intended to satisfy the requirements under Section 


6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act:  


 Regulatory Framework (Section 2) 


 Overview of the EA Process and Approval Requirements for the Project (Section 3) 
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 Description of the Undertaking and Evaluation of Alternative Methods (Section 4) 


 Consultation (Section 5)  


 Existing Environmental Conditions in the Study Area (Section 6) 


 Environmental Effects Evaluation and Mitigation Measures  (Section 7) 


 Commitments and Monitoring (Section 8) 
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2. Regulatory Framework 
 


Hydro One will identify all necessary approvals that may be required during project planning and 


construction.  Where practical, Hydro One will begin preparation of construction-related applications 


concurrent with the EA process.  It will be necessary to initiate some permit and approval activities or 


applications during the EA process including any required consultation activities with members of the 


public, municipalities, agencies, and Indigenous communities and groups. It should be noted that some 


permits and approvals for construction typically rely on more detailed engineering and design 


information than is available during the EA process.  In this event, Hydro One will carry out required 


studies necessary to support those approvals prior to start of construction. The following sections 


outline the framework for regulatory approvals in Ontario for electricity transmission projects and how 


they apply to the Project. 


 


2.1 Ontario’s Environmental Assessment Act  
 


In Ontario, new and expanded transmission lines are subject to the EA Act.  Ontario’s Electricity Projects 


Regulation (O. Reg. 116/01), formed under the EA Act, stipulates the EA requirements for electricity 


projects in Ontario on the basis of the project type (e.g., transmission lines, transformer stations, power 


generation plants, etc.) and, in the case of transmission lines, the voltage of the line and distance 


traversed. The voltage of the line and length of the Lake Superior Link project requires that an Individual 


EA application be prepared and submitted under Section 5 of the EA Act to the Minister of the 


Environment and Climate Change for approval, which includes preparation, submission and approval of 


a ToR and an EA Report. 


The Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Electricity Projects (MOECC 2011) 


differentiates between Class EAs and Individual Environmental Assessments (IEA).  Class EAs are EAs 


approved under the EA Act to pre-approve certain classes of projects that have predictable and 


mitigable environmental effects. IEAs is a term used to differentiate an EA performed under subsection 


5(1) of the EAA from Class EA projects and generally have more uncertainty or potential for greater 


environmental impacts.    


Hydro One is required to complete and submit a ToR to the MOECC for approval as illustrated on Figure 


2. The purpose of the ToR is to provide the overall study framework that will be followed during the EA. 


The public, Indigenous communities, government agencies and other interested individuals are provided 


with opportunities to comment. 
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Figure 2 – Environmental assessment timeline. Source: MOECC 2016 
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Should the ToR be approved by the Minister of the Environment of Climate Change, it will be used by 


Hydro One to guide the completion of the EA to ensure that it meets the intent of the EA Act.  The 


results of the EA process will then be documented in an EA Report to be submitted to the MOECC for 


review and approval.  


There are two key documentation requirements for the application: 


 the development, submission, review and approval of the ToR; and,  


 the preparation, submission, review and approval of the EA document in accordance with the 


framework set out in the MOECC approved ToR.  


Under the EA Act, an EA can proceed under section 6.1(2) which includes an assessment of “alternatives 


to” the undertaking and “alternative methods of carrying out the undertaking or it can proceed in 


accordance with subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act which allow focusing of the EA.  The reason 


for proceeding with this undertaking has been established by the IESO and is documented in Section 1.4. 


The IESO concluded that a new transmission line is the most practical and cost-effective method of 


bolstering electricity capacity in Northwestern Ontario.  As such, this ToR proposes that the focused EA 


be prepared in accordance with subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1.(3) of the EA Act.  Table 1 provides a 


comparison of Section 6 requirements and the proposed Lake Superior Link EA documentation.     


Table 1 – EA and ToR Requirements. 


Section of EAA  


6.1(2) 


Described in Terms of 
Reference 


To be Described 


 in EA Document 


(a) description of the purpose of 
the undertaking. 


The ToR describes the purpose 
of the undertaking (Section 0). 


The EA will describe the 
purpose of the undertaking. 


(b) description of and statement 
of the rationale for 


(i) undertaking 


(ii) alternative methods of     
carrying out the undertaking and 


(iii) alternatives to the 
undertaking 


i) The ToR provides a 
description of and rationale for 
the undertaking (Section 0).  


ii) The ToR presents two route 
alternatives for carrying out the 
undertaking (Section 4) and 
how those alternative methods 
will be assessed through the EA 
process.   


iii)The ToR provides a rationale 
for a focused EA that does not 
consider a “do nothing” 
alternative nor contemplates 
alternatives to the undertaking 
(Section 4). 


i)The EA will provide a 
description of and rationale for 
the undertaking. 


ii)The EA will assess two 
alternative reference routes. 


iii)The EA will reiterate the 
rationale for a focused EA that 
was presented in the ToR.  
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Section of EAA  


6.1(2) 


Described in Terms of 
Reference 


To be Described 


 in EA Document 


  


 


(c) description of 


(i) environment that will be 
affected or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
affected, directly or indirectly 


(ii) the effects that will be caused 
or that might reasonably be 
expected to be caused to the 
environment; and, 


(iii) the actions necessary or that 
may reasonably be expected to 
prevent, change, mitigate or 
remedy the effects upon or the 
effects that might reasonably be 
expected upon the environment 
by the undertaking 


i) The ToR generally describes 
the environment that will be 
affected or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
affected by the Project either 
directly or indirectly. (Section 6) 


ii) The ToR describes the 
framework of how the EA will 
assess and identify any effects 
on the environment that will be 
affected or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
affected by the Project.  
(Section 7) 


iii) The ToR describes how the 
EA will address any identified 
effects either through 
prevention, change or 
mitigation.  (Section 7)  


i) The EA will describe, in 
greater detail, the environment 
that will be affected or that 
might reasonably be expected 
to be affected, directly or 
indirectly by the Project. 


ii) The EA will assess and 
identify any effects that will be 
caused or that might 
reasonably be expected to be 
caused to the environment.  


iii) The EA will evaluate any 
effects identified and address 
them through prevention, 
change or mitigation.  


(d) an evaluation of the 
advantages and disadvantages to 
the environment of the 
undertaking. 


The ToR provides a 
commitment to describe 
advantages and disadvantages 
in the EA document (Sections 4, 
7). 


The EA will provide an 
evaluation of the advantages 
and disadvantages to the 
environment of the 
undertaking. 


(e) a description of the 
consultation about the 
undertaking by the proponent 
and the results of the 
consultation. 


The ToR describes the 
Indigenous, public and 
stakeholder consultation that 
was conducted for the 
development of the ToR.  
(Section 5) 


The ToR provides a list of 
contacts and a record of 
consultation developed through 
the ToR process.  (Section 5) 


The ToR also describes the 


The EA will provide a 
description of the Indigenous, 
public and stakeholder 
consultation that was 
conducted throughout the EA 
process.  The EA will identify a 
list of contacts consulted with 
and provide a record of 
consultation, status of 
consultation, summary of 
issues and summary of issue 
resolution.  
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Section of EAA  


6.1(2) 


Described in Terms of 
Reference 


To be Described 


 in EA Document 


consultation framework that 
will be undertaken during the 
EA process to consult with 
Indigenous communities, the 
public and stakeholders. 
(Section 5). 


 


 


2.2 Other Applicable Provincial EA Processes 
 


The Project is also subject to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) EA requirements 


for disposition of Crown lands in sections of the route that traverse public lands, including provincial 


parks and conservation reserves, and more specifically the MNRF Class EA for Resource Stewardship and 


Facility Development Projects and the MNRF’s Class EA for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves.  


Discussions with the MNRF have commenced and will continue during the EA phase to assist with the 


disposition of Crown land for the Project. In addition, public lands transactions under the jurisdiction of 


Infrastructure Ontario are subject to the requirements of the Ministry of Infrastructure Public Work 


Class EA. It is Hydro One’s intention that these other EA process requirements will be met through the 


Individual EA process for the Project.  


 


2.3 Ontario Energy Board Act 
 


The Lake Superior Link project requires OEB approval. The OEB regulates Ontario’s natural gas and 


electricity industries and is responsible for ensuring construction and operation of proposed 


transmission facilities are in the public interest.  The OEB’s role is to review a transmission project’s 


effect on consumers with respect to prices, reliability and quality of electricity service. The OEB operates 


as an adjudicative tribunal and carries out its functions through oral or written public hearings. There 


are potentially two applications with the OEB related to the Project: 


 Leave to Construct - The Project is subject to “Leave to Construct” approval under Section 92 of 


the OEB Act.  The OEB review of Hydro One’s application for Leave to Construct approval 


examines technical aspects, consumer protection and also includes provisions for 


engagement/consultation.  Hydro One submitted a section 92 Leave to Construct application to 


the OEB on February 15, 2018.   







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 20 


 Early Access to Land (subsection 98 (1.1) of the OEB Act).  Early access allows Hydro One 


employees and representatives to access private properties affected by the proposed Project in 


order to undertake a limited number of activities (including biological and archaeological field 


studies, data collection, legal surveys and soil testing) while the Section 92 application is under 


consideration by the OEB.  This early access is required to gather seasonal data for the EA and 


other approvals and to bring the project in-service by the required due date. 


 


2.4 The Expropriation Act 
 


Hydro One’s goal is to secure voluntary property settlements with affected property owners (“Property 


Owners”) in a timely manner, to the extent practicable, for the portion of properties to be utilized for 


the Project.  Property Owners will be offered the choice of Hydro One acquiring either an easement or 


the fee simple interest in the lands required for the Project. Hydro One’s offers will be based upon 


appraisal reports prepared by external, independent Accredited Appraisal Institute of Canada (AACI) 


appraisers retained by Hydro One. 


Hydro One’s primary intent is to negotiate easement rights with landowners. In some cases, it will be 


necessary to purchase entire properties where current uses are incompatible with a transmission 


corridor e.g., a permanent structure or residence under a transmission line.    


These project-specific land acquisition compensation principles are founded upon Hydro One’s past 


experience pertaining to land acquisition matters for new transmission projects. Hydro One’s central 


consideration has been the need for Property Owners to have flexibility and choice while balancing 


Hydro One’s desire to achieve timely acquisition of property interests and its obligation to ensure that 


expenditures are fair and reasonable to ratepayers. 


Should voluntary property settlements meet an impasse, Chapter E.26 under the Ontario Expropriations 


Act, outlines the conditions and restrictions under which a claim for expropriation can be submitted, and 


the rights of residents facing the claim.  The expropriation plan must be approved and registered under 


both the OEB Act and the Expropriations Act prior to commencement of construction of the new line.   


Expropriations would also need to be approved by the OEB under s.99 of the OEB Act. 


 


2.5 Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 
 


An electricity project subject to the EA Act may also be subject to the Canadian Environmental 


Assessment Act (CEA Act).  CEA Act includes a list of projects or activities (also known as Regulations 


Designating Physical Activities), which identify major projects with the greatest potential for significant 


adverse environmental impact and thus require a federal EA under CEA Act. 
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The Lake Superior Lake project is not considered a “designated project” as the Project does not meet the 


requirements as stipulated in the regulation designating physical activities, and therefore the CEA Act 


does not apply.  In the event that the Project is modified and meets the criteria at a future date, thereby 


becoming a “designated project” under the CEA Act, Hydro One will notify the Canadian Environmental 


Assessment Agency (CEAA). 


Although the Lake Superior Link project is not a designated project under the CEA Act, the Project may 


require federal approvals or authorizations where the transmission route crosses federal lands.  Federal 


lands include two First Nation reserves (Michipicoten First Nation Reserve and Pays Plat First Nation) 


under Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) jurisdiction (formerly Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada) 


and one National Park (Pukaskwa National Park) under Parks Canada jurisdiction. 


Authorization for works within Pukaskwa National Park will be required from Parks Canada.   Hydro One 


currently has a License of Occupation for its existing infrastructure and this license is currently being 


renewed, remaining in effect until such renewal is complete.  Upgrades to infrastructure within the Park 


are allowable within the existing license agreement as they are not considered new development.  Parks 


Canada has confirmed in a letter sent on 27 November 2017 that Parks Canada is prepared to continue 


to consider the Hydro One request in accordance with the License of Occupation, applicable laws and 


policies, and Indigenous consultation obligations.  Additionally, mitigations would need to be identified 


and  more information on construction impacts, as per Article 8.01 of the current License Agreement, is 


required, as well as  completion of either a Basic or Detailed Impact Assessment under Section 67 of the 


CEA Act. An updated Environmental Evaluation Report was provided to Parks Canada on January 24, 


2018, which satisfies the requirements of the agreement.  Studies and consultation will address impacts 


and mitigations within the Park area and the Impact Assessment will be provided to Parks Canada per 


Section 67.  


The usage of First Nation reserve land would require Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) authorization.  


Requirements to this end may be via Project Description Report and/or through a Land Use Permit.  


Consultation with local First Nations is ongoing throughout the lifecycle of the project and will include 


further determination of approvals for use of reserve land. Hydro One will consult with CEAA and will 


work closely with federal authorities to provide specific details about the location and extent of the 


project, including providing a project description, to enable a determination of any permit or 


authorization requirements.  


 


2.6 Other Relevant Provincial Legislation, Permits and Policies 
 


Based on current information, a number of permits, licences and approvals under Provincial legislation 


may be required.  In some cases, a final determination cannot be made until the detailed design phase 


for the project. These may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
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 approval under the Lakes and Rivers Improvement Act, to undertake work on shore lands and 


works within a water body (Consolidated Work Permit); 


 approval for ownership/easement of land on which structures are built from the MNRF under 


the Public Lands Act; 


 permits from the MNRF under the Public Lands Act, for site alteration on Crown lands or 


infrastructure on or over Crown lands; 


 work permit controls, at all times of the year, for clearing within 300 m of a forest or woodland 


from the MNRF Forest Management Branch under the Forest Fires Prevention Act; 


 approval under Aggregate Resources Act, to extract aggregate within Crown lands. 


 Forest Resource License to harvest timber on Crown lands as per the Crown Forest Sustainability 


Act; 


 Fish Scientific Collectors Permits and Wildlife Scientific Collection Authorizations from the MNRF 


under the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act;  


 Approvals to work within provincial parks, if required under Provincial Parks and Conservation 


Reserves Act; 


 Authorization under Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, should the Project potentially impact 


wildlife; 


 permits for application of pesticides from the MOECC under the Pesticides Act, for vegetation 


management during the operation phase; 


 under the Ontario Heritage Act, an archaeological assessment(s) is required to obtain Ministry 


of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS) clearance.   


 heritage and heritage landscape compliance with the Ontario Heritage Act.  


 approval of new structures, encroachment entrances or construction that may affect existing 


and planned highways from the Ministry of Transportation under the Provincial Transportation 


and Highway Improvement Act; 


 compliance with industrial design/construction safety regulations, including filing notice of 


project before construction commences, of the Ontario Ministry of Labour under the 


Occupational Health and Safety Act; 


 compliance with health regulations of the Ministry of Health under the Public Health Act; 


 withdrawal of staking rights or lands from prospecting under the Mining Act, 1990; 


 permits under the Ontario Water Resources Act (section 53) for water taking or discharge, 


dewatering.   


 approvals under the Ontario’s Environmental Protection Act (section 9) on airborne emissions, 


noise, hazardous waste and sewage/waste management.   


 Provincial Policy Statement [Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Ministry of Housing (MMA, MAH), 


2014}; 


 Water Management Policies and Guidelines (MOECC), Policy 1 and 2; and, 


 permits may be required under the Endangered Species Act. 
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2.7 Other Relevant Federal Legislation, Permits, and Policies  
 


Other relevant federal legislation and policies include, but are not limited to: 


 Species at Risk Act (Environment and Climate Change Canada);  


 Migratory Birds Convention Act (Environment and Climate Change Canada); 


 Fisheries Act (Fisheries and Oceans Canada); 


 Navigation Protection  Act (Transport Canada); 


 Aeronautics Act (Transport Canada);  


 Railway Safety Act (Transport Canada); 


 Parks Canada Agency Act (Parks Canada); 


 Indian Act (Indigenous Services Canada); and,  


 Canada Transportation Act. 


Federal policies regarding species and habitat protection include: 


 Policy on Wetland Conservation; 


 Canadian Biodiversity Strategy; 


 Convention on Biological Diversity; and 


 Wildlife Policy for Canada. 


All approvals that are necessary for the Project to proceed will be outlined in the EA document.  It may 


not be practicable to complete all required surveys in relation to other approvals prior to submission of 


the EA document, but Hydro One will commit to continue and complete all information collection prior 


to construction. 
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3. Overview of the EA Process and Requirements for the Proposed 


Project 
 


The EA study will comply with requirements set out in the EA Act. Hydro One will submit the EA for 


review and approval to the Minister of Environment and Climate Change, following an extensive 


engagement/consultation process.   As previously discussed in Section 2.1, the MOECC states: “A 


proponent should use subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) if there is a more defined planning process and 


more details of the proposal are already known (for example, the potential alternatives it wishes to 


evaluate).”  Based on the previously conducted needs assessment and the prioritization of the project 


from regulatory bodies, a more focused approach to the EA will be utilized.  


The EA will consist of the following components: 


 a description and purpose of the Project based on the recommendations and decisions of the 


IESO and the government; 


 a description of and statement of the rationale for the Project; 


 the EA will not include a description and rationale for the Do Nothing alternative as the Project 


has already been identified by the regulator as a priority project; 


 the EA will not include a description and rationale of alternative methods of carrying out the 


Project as it has already been extensively studied by the regulator and the preferred alternative 


has already been identified. However, the identified reference route and reference route 


alternative will be considered for the Project as well as design considerations and local 


refinements; 


 a description of the environment that will be affected, or might reasonably be expected to 


affected directly or indirectly by the Project and the alternative routes considered; 


 a description of the advantages and disadvantages that will be caused or might reasonably be 


expected to be caused to the environment as a result of the Project, and the alternative 


methods of carrying out the Project; 


 a description of the actions necessary or that may be reasonably expected to be necessary to 


prevent, change, remedy or mitigate any effects; 


 description of the advantages and disadvantages of the alternative route methods; 


 description of the public, agency and stakeholder consultations and Indigenous communities 


and groups engagement and consultation undertaken during the EA process; 


 pre- and post- development environmental monitoring plan (as necessary); and, 


 supporting documents, maps, etc., as required under the EA Act and its regulations. 


 


An outline of the ToR and its contents can be found in Section 1.5 which will contribute to the overview 


of the EA process and requirements for the proposed Project. The project as a whole will be assessed 


using the best information available with levels of detail tailored to maximize the clarity of the process.   







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 25 


3.1 Flexibility to Accommodate New Circumstances 
 


The lifecycle of a complex and geographically extensive and diverse project from the conceptual stage to 


operation may be subject to project changes. In addition, the time gap between a ToR and a successful 


EA submission potentially allows for new circumstances to arise.  To address these changes, there is a 


requirement for flexibility within the document to lay out a framework for a successful EA submission 


and subsequent construction and operational phases.  Project design updates, study area changes, novel 


information, and implementation of input from the consultation process are examples of new 


circumstances arising during a project lifecycle. These degrees of flexibility allow proponents reasonable 


measures to address unforeseen circumstances but still maintain regulatory compliance throughout the 


project phases without starting the ToR and EA process anew.  Some of these changes are likely to be 


minor and have limited consequences while others may be more significant and require consultation 


with a number of stakeholders and agencies.  Hydro One has prepared this ToR with the most complete 


state of knowledge at the time of its preparation but acknowledges the Project need to adapt to new 


circumstances.  


 


3.2 EA Document Preparation and Submission 
 


The EA will be consistent with the requirements on the EA Act described in Section 2.1. As described in 


the MOECC’s Code of Practice on Preparing and Reviewing Environmental Assessments in Ontario, the 


EA will include: 


 an Executive Summary; 


 list of studies and reports; 


 Terms of Reference requirements; 


 identification of the proponent; 


 commitments and monitoring; 


 other approvals; 


 consultation summary; and, 


 appendices. 


In addition, commitments to post-approval actions including project notification, remedial action plans, 


etc. will also be described. The EA will document need, the purpose for the undertaking, alternative 


routes, engagement/consultation undertaken, a description of and rationale for the undertaking, 


environmental baseline, environmental effects and proposed mitigation measures associated with the 


undertaking, commitments to compliance monitoring, and future commitments to be satisfied at 


subsequent design stages. Further information will be included if warranted.   
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In addition to the EA, reference reports will be prepared at appropriate stages of the EA to document 


technical work that is undertaken to support the decision-making process. These reference reports will 


be included as technical appendices to the EA as described in the Code of Practice. 


A draft EA will be made available to the public, federal and provincial government agencies, 


municipalities and Indigenous communities and groups for review prior to formal submission to the 


MOECC. The documentation will be available at government offices, public libraries and on the project 


web site. Hard copies will be made available to the Bands to allow for comments by their members. 


Subsequent to the pre-submission review and consideration of any comments received, the EA will be 


formally submitted to the MOECC for an approval decision.  


The EA will provide a comprehensive list of all relevant commitments made during the preparation of 


the ToR and the EA to guide future environmental work and engagement/consultation as well as effects 


and compliance monitoring.  All monitoring will be consistent with MOECC requirements. 
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4. Description of the Undertaking and Evaluation of Alternative 


Methods 
 


The project consists of a new approximately 400 km long double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line 


connecting the Lakehead TS to the Wawa TS, with a connection at the Marathon TS. The majority of the 


new transmission line will be constructed on a new right-of-way (ROW) that is largely on or adjacent to 


the existing Hydro One transmission corridor (the existing East-West Tie, or EWT). There are two 


exceptions to this routing. The first is the section of approximately 35 km in the Reference Route 


through Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure will be renewed and replaced, with no 


corridor widening required. Two new circuits and the two existing circuits would be installed on new 


quad-circuit structures. The second is in both the Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative and 


includes the routing of the line around the communities of Dorion and Loon Lake (approximately 57 km 


in length) within the section between Nipigon and Lakehead TS, which deviates from the existing EWT.  


See Figure 1 for further details on these route alternatives.  Temporary and permanent access roads, 


storage and laydown yards, will be form part of the project facilities and are discussed further in Section 


4. 


4.1 Study Area  
 


The Project is located in the Province of Ontario and extends from the Municipality of Shuniah near the 


City of Thunder Bay to east of the Municipality of Wawa. A key map showing the location of the Project 


and routing of the transmission line is presented in Figure 1. The majority of the Project is located on 


provincial Crown land, with some sections within easements acquired from private landowners. The EA 


will study both reference route and reference route alternative study areas.  


It should be noted that another proponent, NextBridge, has done studies in the area of the proposed 


corridor.  Where there is an overlap of the study areas, Hydro One is generally not duplicating these 


studies, but using the information available publicly through an EA document already funded by the 


ratepayers of Ontario.   


 


4.2 Alternative Methods 
 


The Environmental Assessment Act requires proponents under Section 6.1 (2) to conduct an alternatives 


assessment to demonstrate the advantages and disadvantages of the preferred alternative in 


comparison to other alternatives considered.  The East-West tie project has been identified by the 


Ministry of Energy, the OEB and the IESO as a priority project, as per an Order-in-Council issued by the 


Lieutenant Governor in Council on March 4, 2016 and will utilize a focused method.  An extensive 


alternatives assessment process has been previously performed by these agencies in the needs 
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assessments and rationale for the East-West Tie Expansion project conducted by OPA and IESO.  In these 


assessments, other alternatives to the undertaking, such as increased local generation and other 


transmission solutions were assessed and the proposed East-West Tie transmission project was 


identified as the preferred option (IESO).  Under subsections 6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the focused EA the 


assessment of alternatives and approach will take into account the IESO recommendations. As such, the 


need and method for the goals of the project have been clearly identified and the ToR will not contain 


an assessment of alternatives to the undertaking.  Instead, the evaluation of alternatives will focus on 


the assessment of alternative methods for carrying out the undertaking, in the form of routing 


alternatives.  A reference route will be evaluated against an alternative route to compare the 


advantages and disadvantages of each option in the context of the natural environment, socio-economic 


environment and technical-administrative and cost considerations.  


The sections below identify the transmission route that will be assessed and will describe the local 


refinement and design considerations.  


 


4.3 Do Nothing Alternative 
 


The “Do Nothing” alternative represents what is expected to happen if none of the alternatives being 


considered is carried out (MOECC 2014).  As with the alternative methods outlined above, the need and 


rationale for the Project has been clearly identified by the government.  The EA will not assess a “Do 


Nothing” alternative but instead focus on the comparative advantages and disadvantages of the 


proposed reference route and reference route alternatives.    


 


4.4 Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative 
 


Hydro One has put forward two route alternatives for assessment. Each of the proposed routes fulfills 


the connection criteria outlined by the government and have been developed to be located adjacent to 


existing transmission corridors, where possible, in accordance with the Provincial Policy Statement.  


Figure 3 shows the reference route (solid line) and reference route alternative (dotted line).  The 


reference route travels from the Wawa TS through Pukaskwa National Park to the Marathon TS along 


the existing Hydro One ROW.  From there, it follows the shore of Lake Superior until Dorion where it 


travels north of the existing ROW and connects to the Lakehead TS.  The reference route alternative 


follows the same route as the reference route, except that, prior to entering Pukaskwa National Park 


from the east, it travels north to White River and follows Highway 17 west to the Marathon TS to avoid 


the area through Pukaskwa National Park.   
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Figure 3 – Reference route (solid red line) and reference route alternative (dotted blue line). 


At a minimum, the alternatives assessment will consider the following questions, as outlined in Section 


5.2.5 of the Preparing and Reviewing Terms of Reference for Environmental Assessments in Ontario 


(MOECC 2016) document:  


 Do they provide a viable solution to the problem or opportunity to be addressed? 
 Are they proven technologies? 
 Are they technically feasible? 
 Are they consistent with other relevant planning objectives, policies and decisions (for example, 


Official Plan, Provincial Policy Statement, Growth Plans under the Places to Grow Act, 2005)? 
 Are they consistent with provincial government priority initiatives (for example, waste diversion, 


energy efficiency, source water protection, reducing greenhouse gas emissions)? 
 Could they affect any sensitive environmental features (for example, provincially significant 


wetlands, prime agricultural area, endangered species habitat, floodplains, archaeological 
resources, built heritage)? 


 Are they practical, financially realistic and economically viable? 
 Are they within the ability of the proponent to implement? 
 Can they be implemented within the defined study area? 
 Are they appropriate to the proponent doing the study? 
 Are they able to meet the purpose of the Environmental Assessment Act? 


4.4.1 Local Refinements of the Reference Route 


 


The project team, in consultation with affected/interested persons, will highlight specific areas where 


the reference route could be refined if an alternative will result in potentially significant benefits, all 


factors considered.     
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As a result of consultation, the EA will work to seek other local route refinements and evaluate them.  


The evaluation will examine the differences in net effects and costs associated with local alignment 


configurations.  After engagement/consultation with landowners, agencies, municipalities, Indigenous 


communities and groups, and interest groups, the project team may refine the reference alignment.  


Hydro One acknowledges that consideration of local refinements may require additional and timely 


notification of new potentially affected landowners.  The decision-making process will be clearly 


documented and presented to stakeholders for input and comment, and to ensure that issues have 


been addressed.   


When route refinements are being considered, a local study area will be established. Data will be 


collected for environmental features within the study area to identify the preferred route alternative.  


This data is intended to assist in determining the overall effect of the ROW alignment on the natural and 


socio-economic environments to develop appropriate mitigation measures.  These evaluation criteria 


and indicators may be subject to refinement and modification during the EA process based on study 


findings, consultation and provincial policy.  Technical, administrative and cost criteria will also be 


considered in this process.   


Route refinement selection will be evaluated in a comparative manner by different factor groups 


(natural environment, socio-economic environment, technical-administrative-cost); criteria (human and 


natural components of the environment that potentially could be affected by the project); and 


indicators (direct quantitative measures that can be used to represent the measurements of potential 


effects for each criterion). Data sources will be identified for each indicator. For consistency and 


reliability, data sets will be limited to secondary source data readily available to Hydro One, for example, 


in a consistent Geographic Information System (GIS) format for the various options.  Some examples of 


indicators to be used for each criterion include the following:   


 Natural Environment (proximity to known Species At Risk) 
 Socio-economic Criteria (number of properties crossed) 
 Technical, Administrative and Cost Criteria (total route distance and area) 


Other factors will be considered depending on stakeholder and Indigenous community input.  For 


consistency and reliability, data sets will rely on secondary source data readily available to Hydro One, 


supplemented, as appropriate, by primary data collected from interest groups, agencies, utilities, 


members of the public, Ministries, Indigenous communities and field studies. Published secondary 


source data for the evaluation of alternative methods, such as aerial photos and GIS data, will be 


obtained from agencies and municipal Official Plans. The analysis and results of the methodology 


described above will be prepared and documented in the EA and its appendices.  Appendix 2 contains a 


list of criteria and their indicators.  
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4.5 Evaluation of Alternative Methods 
 


The alternatives evaluation will examine the differences in net effects and costs associated with 


alignment configurations. These following general principles will be applied by Hydro One during the EA 


process in the development and evaluation of alternative methods:  


 maximizing paralleling  existing infrastructure corridors; 
 minimizing the affected land area;  
 minimizing negative effects on existing and designated land uses; 
 minimizing negative effects on agricultural lands and operations; 
 minimizing negative effects on natural systems, with particular emphasis on natural features, 


functions and communities (including treed lots and vegetation); 
 minimizing negative effects on built-up areas that provide a cultural, recreational, social and 


economic benefit; 
 minimizing negative effects on businesses, farmers and landowners; and, 
 maximizing opportunities to enhance positive effects on the natural and socio-economic 


environment.  


These principles for evaluating alternative methods are intended to minimize significant environmental 


effects. Modifications to the project design will occur throughout the project planning in conjunction 


with discussions with stakeholders and Indigenous communities and groups.  Evaluation methodologies 


will be fully documented within the EA. 


 


4.6 Technical Overview of the Undertaking 
 


The general location of the Project and certain technical specifications has been determined by the OEB. 
Specifically, on December 20, 2011, the OEB issued an Information Package on the East-West Tie Line to 
Electricity Transmitters that registered to participate in the bid process for the Project. The information 
package provided a definition of the Project for designation purposes, as well as the minimum technical 
requirements for the Project.   


The project will comply with North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC), Northeast Power 


Coordinating Council, Inc., and IESO reliability standards. Climate Change will be taken into account 


during the design of the Project.  The following sections outline the technical portions of the Project.  


4.6.1 Design Considerations 


 


The project will enhance safety and security of electrical supply and design considerations will be 


evaluated consistent with this purpose.  Alternative design considerations involving span length, tower 


height, alignment of access roads, timing of construction and tower design will be evaluated based on 


site-specific environmental and technical considerations and stakeholder input. The criteria and 
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principles defined above will also be used to evaluate design considerations.  Changes to project design 


will be made to accommodate landowner concerns if it is practicable to do so without negatively 


affecting other landowners, environmental features or significantly negatively affecting overall project 


costs.  Hydro One will document landowner issues, how these decisions were made, and the results. 


Alternative design considerations available to mitigate potential effects include: 


 span length between the towers to avoid environmental features (such as ANSIs, ESAs, hazard 
lands, or crossing water bodies), where required; 


 tower height to avoid environmental features, where required;  
 access road specifics, including alignment, location, and removal or possible retention after 


construction is complete, if required;   
 site-specific vegetation management regimes; 
 construction timing (seasonal) and staging along the ROW to minimize potential effects on the 


natural environment and farming operations; and, 
 tower siting and placement for specific applications to minimize aesthetic effects on the local 


public and the traveling public or disturbances to farming operations.  


4.6.2 Transmission Line 


 


The transmission line will be designed to be an overhead 230 kV Alternating Current (AC) double-circuit 


transmission line. The transmission line will consist of transmission structures, insulators, conductors, 


overhead shield wires (OHSW), optical ground wire (OPGW) and grounding. 


Where the proposed route is adjacent to the existing East-West Tie Transmission Line the ROW will 


typically be up to 37 metres (m) wide. A ROW, typically up to 46 m wide, will be cleared of vegetation to 


accommodate the transmission line around the communities of Dorion and Loon Lake between Nipigon 


and Lakehead. For the section of line through PNP, the corridor will not be widened and as such no 


vegetation removals are required outside the existing ROW. The ROW width for the line has been 


determined primarily through consideration of the design of the structures to be constructed, the span 


between structures, the sag of the conductor, and ability to utilize areas within the existing EWT 


corridor during construction. During construction, the requirement for additional permanent ROW 


easements may be identified to accommodate tower assembly and erection; and conductor stringing 


and tensioning, angles in the route, or long spans. 


4.6.3 Transmission Line Structures 


 


Three (3) different transmission structure types will be used, depending on the line location, which may 
include guyed towers and self‐supporting structures.  Figure 4 shows the different types of proposed 
structures. 
 
The actual number of structures and type of foundation will depend on span distances between the 
structures, as determined by topographic, meteorological, technical environmental and socio-economic 
constraints.  This will be confirmed in the detail design stage for the Project.  
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Figure 4 – Proposed typical structure types and heights. 


4.6.4 Access Roads 


 


Temporary access roads will be required for the construction of the Project in some areas. Construction 


requires temporary access to the ROW for clearing and site preparation, construction of the dead-end 


structures, for cleanup and site restoration. It is the intention to upgrade and utilize, where possible, the 


existing access roads that were used to build the existing East-West Tie line, built in the 1960’s. Also, 


where scheduling permits, it is the intention to use winter roads as a means of access. 


All-terrain vehicles will be used to carry out ground based inspections and right of way maintenance. 


Maintenance of the transmission line and any emergency repairs will be carried out using helicopters for 


both access and the delivery of materials and equipment.  


4.6.5 Storage, Laydown and Fly Yards 


 


Storage, laydown and fly yards will be required to receive and distribute materials and equipment 


needed for construction of the transmission line. The EA will assess sites for potential usage as yards and 


it is expected that these yards will be established in strategic locations near the Project and 


communities. Materials, equipment and supplies from the storage yards will be transported by truck to 


laydown yards or to structure locations within the ROW, as required. The contractor may choose to 


transport materials by helicopter to structure locations not accessible by ground vehicle, and more 


specifically to those tower locations within PNP. Permits and/or authorizations for the storage and fly 
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yards will be obtained prior to their use, where applicable. Further details on number and size of yards 


will be determined later in the EA process.  


4.6.6 Construction Offices 


 


The contractor will establish temporary construction offices and communications. The exact locations 


and number of offices will be determined by Hydro One’s contractor. Typically, these facilities are leased 


or rented and may be located in the City of Thunder Bay, Township of Nipigon, Town of Marathon 


and/or Municipality of Wawa or near laydown yards, storage yards, or other temporary facilities. The 


construction offices will be decommissioned and/or returned to existing uses following completion of 


construction activities. 


4.6.7 Temporary Construction Easements 


 


Temporary construction easements are anticipated to be required at select locations along the corridor 
such as at dead-end structures to provide adequate space for equipment and materials to enable 
conductor pulling/tensioning. Once construction has been completed, all temporary construction 
easement areas will be decommissioned and restored as required.  


 


4.7 Project Phases 
 


The project includes the planning, design, construction, and operation and maintenance of the above 
project components. Project activities include: 


 site preparation, including clearing of vegetation for construction access along the ROW; 


 construction of new access roads and upgrades to existing roads; 


 transportation and delivery of construction equipment and materials along the ROW; 


 construction of tower foundations, tower structure assembly and erection, and conductor 


stringing and tensioning; 


 tower replacement within Pukaskwa National Park; 


 tie-in to existing transformer stations (Lakehead, Marathon and Wawa); 


 construction demobilization and restoration; and, 


 operation and maintenance of the new and modified power transmission line. 


4.7.1 Construction 


 


The construction and commissioning of the Project is expected to occur over an approximately 30-
month period, after acquiring all the necessary approvals, permits and clearances to construct. 
Construction activities will continue year-round, with some construction activities being staged and 
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implemented to avoid or minimize potential effects on environmentally sensitive areas or life cycle 
periods of wildlife, such as avoiding clearing of vegetation during the migratory bird nesting season. The 
detailed construction staging and sequencing of the Project will be determined by Hydro One in 
discussion with its construction contractor. Construction activities will typically occur during the working 
hours of 07:00 to 19:00 from Monday to Friday. However, regularly scheduled night-time work and/or 
weekend work may be required to address schedule delays caused by weather or other unexpected 
conditions. Project commissioning and start-up is expected to occur shortly after construction and 
testing is completed. The main construction activities that have the potential to affect the natural 
environmental and socio-economic features include the following, in sequential order: 


 surveying, staking and geotechnical investigations; 


 clearing and grubbing of vegetation; 


 construction of supportive infrastructure (e.g., access roads, watercourse crossings, laydown 


yards, and construction camps); 


 material delivery/distribution to sites; 


 foundation installation for transmission structures; 


 assembly and erection of transmission structures; 


 conductor installation (pull, sag and clip); 


 clean-up and restoration; and, 


 testing and commissioning. 


4.7.2 Operation 


 


Activities such as vegetation maintenance and transmission line assessments would be regularly 


performed on the transmission line.  Vegetation management activities are performed to manage and 


mitigate safety and reliability risks due to vegetation growing both on and off the ROW. 


The operating services to be conducted include: 


 structure climbing and helicopter inspections; 


 line hardware and insulator thermography; 


 ROW inspections; 


 visual ground patrol; 


 Vegetation management; and, 


 Repairs and maintenance. 


4.7.3 Decommissioning 


 


The Project will be operated for an indeterminate time period and retirement (or decommissioning) is 


not anticipated. Should decommissioning activities eventually be considered for some or all Project 


components, decommissioning will be planned and conducted in accordance with the relevant 


standards and regulatory requirements in effect at that time. 
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5. Consultation 
 


Effective consultation for both the ToR and EA is a vital part of the Project lifecycle.  Interested parties 


can raise concerns about the project during the ToR and EA process so that Project planning can resolve 


issues before they arise.  Consultation can result in mitigation of impacts to individuals and 


communities, fewer conflicts and delays and helps to improve transparency around the ToR, EA and 


Project planning process.   


The objectives of the consultation plans are to: 


 consult with all potentially affected and interested stakeholders; 


 provide sufficient information in a user-friendly format; 


 provide opportunities for input before decisions are made; 


 provide appropriate, flexible and convenient opportunities for consultation that meet the needs 


of stakeholders; 


 be responsive by listening to comments, giving them careful consideration, making changes to 


Project proposals where appropriate and providing a rationale where no change is made; 


 document the consultation program as well as the issues raised by stakeholders and provide 


written responses to key issues; and, 


 evaluate the effectiveness of the program on an ongoing basis and make changes for 


improvement. 


Meaningful consultation lasts the life of the Project. Figure 5 identifies the key decision-points in the 


project and the proposed consultation activities for each.   The timelines in the figure are required 


to meet the project need date. Specific consultation activities are described below. 
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Figure 5 – Key decision points during the EA process 
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5.1 Principles and Approach 
 


Consistent with the MOECC Code of Practice and best practices in public consultation and engagement, 


a number of key principles underpin the approach, for this project, including: 


 early, ongoing, clear, timely and respectful communication and dialogue with all stakeholders; 


 a ‘no surprises’ for elected officials by providing advance copies of information being circulated 


in the public domain; 


 provision of multiple and ongoing opportunities for all affected and interested parties to 


communicate with members of the project team and to provide input in a way that meets their 


needs; 


 open, transparent, and flexible planning and decision-making processes; and, 


 thorough documentation of input received during the consultation process and follow-up with 


all participants on how their input was incorporated into project plans, or an explanation of why 


it could not be incorporated. 


The Lake Superior Link team will approach communication and consultation with: 


 a focus on building local relationships by communicating with the residents and officials, media 


and interest groups in the immediate project area and identifying opportunities for face-to-face 


meetings; 


 a commitment to ongoing conversations with communities along the route, including 


Indigenous communities, about what tangible benefits we can bring to the region; and, 


 dedicated property agents to communicate personally with property owners adjacent to the 


proposed corridor (two agents for the permanent rights and one for temporary rights). 


 


5.2 Stakeholder Identification 
 


There are a wide range of project interests and stakeholders. Interactions with stakeholders will be 


compiled and consultation commitments will be tracked.  The following stakeholders will be consulted 


with in regard to both reference and alternative routes: 


 owners and occupants (tenants) of property within the proposed transmission corridor; 


 residents within the area of the transmission line route; 


 non-government organizations and groups with an interest in the project; 


 agencies with an interest in the project including the Government Review Team; 


 municipalities affected by the project; 


 Indigenous communities as identified  by the Crown via the Ontario Ministry of Energy; and, 


 interested members of the public. 
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Early in the Project planning stage a Government Review Team Master Distribution List was obtained 
from the MOECC. This list is used to ensure that the distribution of Project materials is directed to the 
appropriate Federal, Provincial and Municipal agencies.  
 
Stakeholders, interest groups and members of the public have been identified in various ways.  
Geographical Information System data was used to identify directly and potentially impacted property 
owners. A third party realty team was used to gather names, addresses and contact information through 
publicly available sources. Stakeholders and interest groups were identified through research and 
previously completed publicly available environmental assessment information.  
 
In delegating procedural aspects of consultation, the Ministry of Energy has identified fourteen First 
Nations and four Métis Groups as having a potential interest in the Project. 
 
A comprehensive contact list is being maintained from the outset of the Project. The list is updated 
regularly as contacts change and new contacts are identified through consultation activities. 
It is important to keep people up-to-date about what is happening on the project and inviting input from 
stakeholders.  The following on-going consultation activities are planned for the project:  
 


 Website – A dedicated project website will continue to be updated throughout the EA process 


and will offer visitors access to project information and the opportunity to comment on the 


proposal.  The purpose of the website is to provide a widely accessible venue for a large number 


of stakeholders to obtain and download a wide range of information in a timely manner 


throughout the life of the project.  However, internet access is not universally available and 


thus, alternative options for obtaining information will be available.  The website can be found 


at https://www.hydroone.com/lakesuperiorlink.  An email address 


community.relations@hydroone.com is available on the website for comments and questions to 


be submitted to the project team; 


 Hotline – The project hotline, 1-877-345-6799, will provide 24 hour voicemail access throughout 


the life of the project.  This will give stakeholders another opportunity to leave comments or 


request information regarding the project; 


 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) – A list of FAQs has been posted to the project web site and 


will be updated periodically to reflect new issues and concerns; 


 Media – Media will be provided with project information, including a letter, contact card, 


newsletter, FAQs and technical briefings if needed; and, 


 Documents distributed and posted in public places – Draft and final ToR and EA documents will 


be distributed to agencies, key interest groups, and municipal officials and staff of communities 


along the project route.  Hydro One will make documents available locally for review by 


members of the public.  Documents will also be available for download from the project website 


for those with internet access.  


 



https://www.hydroone.com/lakesuperiorlink

mailto:community.relations@hydroone.com
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5.3 Duty to Consult with Indigenous Peoples 
 


It is the responsibility of the Crown to determine whether a Duty to Consult has been triggered and, if 
so, the appropriate depth of consultation to be undertaken.  If the Crown has determined that 
consultation is required with respect to the Project, then the Crown will:   


 Advise Hydro One in a timely manner of the Indigenous communities to be consulted and the 


depth of necessary consultation with respect to each community; and, 


 Notify the identified Indigenous communities that it has delegated procedural aspects of 


consultation on the Project to Hydro One; and Undertake any preliminary and ongoing 


assessment of the depth of consultation required for each identified community. 


The courts have established that the constitutional duty to consult rests with the Crown.  However, 


government can delegate some of the procedural aspects of the duty to consult upon project 


proponents. Also, government may coordinate consultation activities of agencies and proponents. 


Project proponents are obliged under the EA Act to consult with all interested parties.  In addition, the 


public consultation process is also open to the Indigenous communities and groups. On March 2, 2018, 


Hydro One was delegated procedural aspects of consultation with First Nation and Métis communities in 


the project area on behalf of the Crown via written letter from the Ministry of Energy.   


Hydro One is committed to working closely with the Crown to ensure that the duty to consult 


Indigenous communities and groups is fulfilled.  Hydro One will develop an engagement and 


consultation plan for executing its responsibilities during the course of the Environmental Assessment 


and other processes undertaken by the Crown. Hydro One will work directly with Indigenous leadership 


to disseminate clear and concise information to their communities. 


 


5.4 Consultation Plan for the ToR 
 


Hydro One has a detailed consultation plan for the ToR.  It involves keeping all potentially interested 


stakeholders informed of the project and soliciting their input at key points. The following describes the 


public and Indigenous consultation activities undertaken or to be undertaken in relation to the 


preparation of the ToR. 


5.4.1 Agency and Public Consultation 


 


Community Information Centres (CICs) were held in March 2018 in nine communities to introduce the 


project and to let people know that Hydro One was applying for OEB Section 92 approval to build the 


transmission line between Lakehead TS and Wawa TS. 
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Hydro One published the Notice of Commencement of ToR and invitation to Community Information 


Centres in French and English the week of May 28 and June 4, 2018 in the Thunder Bay Source, Nipigon 


Red Rock Gazette, Terrace Bay Schreiber News, Marathon Mercury, Wawa Algoma News Review, 


mywawa.ca and the Thunder Bay Chronicle.  


A community flyer, double-sided in French and English, was delivered to 39,000 subscribers and non- 


subscribers of the Thunder Bay Chronicle. Over 5,000 households in communities east of Thunder Bay to 


Wawa received the flyer via Canada Post unaddressed Ad mail. 


Radio advertisements publicizing the project and CICs will be running the week of June 4 and June 11 on 


the following radio stations CFNO (Marathon, also covering Red Rock and Nipigon); CJSD, CKPR, CKTG 


and CJUK (Thunder Bay, also covering Schreiber and Dorion); and WJWA (Wawa, covering White River 


and Wawa). 


Government Review members and stakeholders have been sent the NoC and the draft ToR. Property 


owners were sent letters to notify them of the NoC, the CIC and the draft ToR.  


There will be a series of nine CICs held the week of June 11, 2018. The sessions are as follows: 


 
Monday June 11, 2018 
Thunder Bay 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room 
Nipigon  
5 p.m. -7:30 p.m. 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 32 
 
Tuesday June 12, 2018 
Red Rock 
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.  
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226 
Dorion 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  
Dorion Community Centre 
Terrace Bay 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre 
 
Wednesday June 13, 2018 
Schreiber 
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
Marathon 
2 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
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Thursday June 14, 2018 
White River 
5p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
White River Community Centre 
Wawa 
5p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Royal Canadian Legion  
Branch 429 
 


The draft ToR will be available for review and comment at the CICs, at the local Municipal offices and on 


the Hydro One website from June 11 to July 10, 2018. Once comments have been incorporated, the 


proposed ToR will be submitted to the MOECC and made available for review in the summer of 2018. 


Meetings have been held with as MNRF and Parks Canada.  Future meetings have also been set-up.  


Government Agencies that were identified as being potentially interested in the project were phoned on 


June 8, 2018 and asked if they would like to discuss the Project and notified that the Draft ToR was being 


released for comments on June 11.  This will be followed up on June 11 by an e-mail to the stakeholder 


list with a link to the draft ToR on the Hydro One Projects webpage. 


5.4.2 Indigenous Communities and Groups  


 


Hydro One acknowledges the importance of conducting consultation through a process that is in 


alignment with community values, culture and protocols and is prepared to work with Indigenous 


communities and organizations to make necessary revisions to this Plan to ensure that it is respectful of 


community consultation protocols.  Hydro One commits to ensuring that all regional and community 


protocols will be respected. 


Hydro One recognizes the importance of engaging the Indigenous communities and groups regarding 


the Project..  In delegating procedural aspects of consultation, the Ministry of Energy has identified 


fourteen First Nations and four Métis Groups as having a potential interest in the project:  


 Animbiigoo Zaagi’igan Anishnaabek First Nation ;  


 Biinjitiwaabik Zaaging Anishinaabek First Nation; 


 Biigtigong Nishnaabeg; 


 Bingwi Neyaashi Anishinaabek 


 Pic Mobert First Nation; 


 Fort William First Nation; 


 Ginoogaming First Nation; 


 Long Lake #58 First Nation; 


 Michipicoten First Nation; 


 Missanabie Cree First Nation; 


 Ojibways of Batchewana; 


 Ojibways of Garden River; 
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 Pays Plat First Nation; 


 Red Rock Indian Band (Lake Helen); 


 MNO (Métis Nation of Ontario) Greenstone Métis Council; 


 Red Sky Métis Independent Nation; 


 MNO Superior North Shore Métis Council; and, 


 MNO Thunder Bay Métis Council. 


Hydro One acknowledges that there may be additional Indigenous communities, not included in the 


preceding list that may come forward with information on the potential effects of the Project upon their 


section 35 rights. Hydro One will advise the Crown and seek a determination as to whether the Duty to 


Consult has been triggered and if so, the depth of required consultation. 


All eighteen Indigenous Communities that were in the delegation letter from the Ministry of Energy 


were sent the NoC.  Follow-up phone calls were made offering to meet and discuss the project.  


The administration offices of all eighteen Indigenous Communities will receive a hard copy of the draft 


ToR for their review and comment between June 11 and July 10, 2018.   Hydro One will contact each 


office to arrange to meet and discuss the ToR. CICs are being scheduled in Indigenous Communities to 


provide community members with Project details, inform them of the ToR and provide an opportunity 


for comment. Current CIC schedule includes: 


Wednesday June 13, 2018 
Biinjitiwaabik Zaaging Anishinaabek First Nation 
1p.m. -5 p.m. 
 
Red Rock Indian Band 
5p.m. - 8 p.m. 


5.4.3 Consultation Record  


 


Hydro One will maintain a comprehensive consultation record and track issues to document all 


stakeholder, public, agency and Indigenous engagement activities material to the ToR.  The records will 


be used to: 


 document concerns and follow-up actions and responses; 


 maintain a current record of staff and community representatives; and, 


 maintain a record of all communications (including phone calls and e-mails) and information 


provided to interested parties as well as consultation events/activities with each community. 


The consultation log will be updated to reflect each communication and activity.  A copy of the 


aggregate consultation record will be provided to regulators as required by the regulator and each 


Indigenous community will be provided with a copy of the consultation record pertaining to that 


community concurrent with the submission to regulators. The consultation database will include the 


following information relating to each engagement and consultation event or activity: 
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 date on which the communication, event or activity occurred; 


 method of communication: e.g. letter, e-mail, phone call, face-to-face; 


 identification of  initiator and recipient of communication or in the case of a meeting, organizer 


and participants attending at the meeting; 


 copy of or link to communication in the case of written communication as well as copy of/or link 


to any other relevant documentation provided or generated as part of the communication, 


including all regulatory information provided, notices for community meetings, draft versions of 


all materials prepared for EA, summary of any resources and/or funding offered, 


requested/provided to the Indigenous community by Hydro One;  


 summary of communication or in the case of a meeting, meeting notes; and, 


 identification of issues raised or discussed and any follow-up action or undertaking. 


 


5.5  Consultation Plan for the EA 
 


The Consultation Plan for the EA will apply the same consultation principles as used in the ToR and will 


take into account feedback from Indigenous communities, stakeholders, and the public 


5.5.1 Public Consultation 


 


The following outlines the specific consultation activities that are planned for the EA: 


 Notice of Commencement of the EA – The Notice will announce the initiation of the EA. The 
Notice of Commencement will be published in local newspapers and include a brief explanation 
of the project, key contact information.  This activity is a mandatory requirement of the ToR and 
EA process.   


 Community flyers – Community flyers will continue to be produced at key decision points to 
keep stakeholders up to date on the progress of the EA and to invite them to consultation 
opportunities.  Community flyers will be made available on the project website and will be 
mailed to directly affected property owners within the project routing area and others on the 
contact list.  Community flyers will be produced and distributed via newspaper insert and 
unaddressed ad mail.   


 Issues Workshops – Workshops provide an opportunity for interested members of the public to 
assist in the EA process.  Workshops may be held as appropriate with property owners to 
confirm and develop design alternatives, apply evaluation criteria and establish the relative 
importance of criteria.  If specific issues are identified during the EA process, workshops may be 
utilized to address the issues.   


 Community Information Centres (CICs) – The purpose of the CICs will be to provide an 
opportunity for face-to-face discussion among municipal officials, affected property owners, 
interested individuals, interest groups and the project team.  A series of CICs will be held in the 
fall of 2018 in the same communities as for the ToR.  These CICs will be widely advertised with 
similar methods used for the ToR.  Comment forms will be distributed at the CICs to acquire 
responses to specific questions and to allow an opportunity for participants to provide further 
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comments on the proposal.  CIC panels and any handouts available at the CICs will also be 
posted on the project web site for review by those unable to attend the CICs. This series of CICs 
will allow members of the public to provide input on the proposed project, design (towers 
design and location, access road location and construction), mitigation and effect management, 
as well as review draft EA documents.  


 Meetings with property owners – Property agents and EA team members will meet with 
directly affected property owners where environmental effects have been identified to provide 
updated information on the project, identify issues and discuss the property acquisition process.  
This will provide another opportunity for affected property owners to meet face-to-face with 
project staff and identify any outstanding issues and concerns.  Property owners will also be 
notified directly of upcoming CICs and that the draft EA document is available for review 
through a mailing.  The mailings will include a project newsletter informing affected landowners 
of dates and locations of scheduled CICs and where and when they can review the draft EA and 
EA. 


 Interest group meetings –Key interest groups may request meetings with the project team 
during the EA process and Hydro One will discuss the project and take into account the feedback 
from these meetings.  Key interest groups will also be provided with a copy of the draft EA and 
EA for review.   


 Presentations to Councils and municipal organizations – Upon request, members of the Hydro 
One project team will appear before local Councils and municipal organizations to share project 
information, seek feedback on what tangible benefits mean to each community, and continue in 
a meaningful dialogue with each municipality.  


 Public Notice of Submission of EA to MOECC – Hydro One will notify affected property owners 


and others on the mailing list by mail that the EA document has been submitted to the Minister 


of the Environment and Climate Change for approval.  The Notice will be published in local 


newspapers along the route.  The Notice will also indicate that a government and public review 


has been initiated, the length of the minimum review period, and the date that comments are to 


be submitted to the MOECC Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch (EAPB) contact. 


5.5.2 Indigenous Communities and Groups Consultation 


 
The Consultation Plan is intended to enable Hydro One to carry out its responsibility as described under 


section 4.1(a) of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed with the Provincial Crown (Ministry of 


Energy) on the legal duty to consult.  In addition, the Consultation Plan is also intended to satisfy any 


consultation requirements which may be imposed on a proponent through the  operation of legislation 


or policy, including those contained in the provincial Environmental Assessment Act, the applicable 


Policies and Codes of Practice issued by the Ministry of the Environment and Hydro One’s Indigenous 


Relations Policy. Hydro One will advise the relevant Crown representatives/agencies of the results of the 


ongoing engagement with the Indigenous communities and groups and will work cooperatively with all 


involved to reach appropriate solutions.     


The Consultation Plan will also provide a process to facilitate constructive Project-related consultation 


dialogue between Hydro One and potentially affected Indigenous communities. Such a process will 


assist in the identification of potential adverse effects of the Project upon the asserted and established 
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Indigenous and treaty rights (hereinafter ‘section 35 rights’) of Indigenous communities as identified 


from the Crown and enable Hydro One to work together with those communities to develop avoidance 


and mitigation measures to address the potential adverse effects.  The Consultation Plan will be aligned 


with the environmental assessment process in order to ensure meaningful opportunities for review and 


comment by the Indigenous communities throughout the development and construction of the Project.      


Hydro One acknowledges the importance of conducting consultation through a process that is in 


alignment with community values, culture and protocols and is prepared to work with Indigenous 


communities and organizations to make necessary revisions to this Plan to ensure that it is respectful of 


community consultation protocols.  Hydro One commits to ensuring that all regional and community 


protocols will be respected. 


Consultation undertaken by Hydro One pursuant to this Plan will be guided by the following principles: 


 Ensuring that the consultation process is culturally appropriate and developed and implemented 


in collaboration with the Indigenous communities; 


 Ensuring that potentially affected Indigenous communities  are provided with relevant, 


understandable and accessible Project-related information in a timely and culturally appropriate 


manner; 


 Ensuring that potentially affected Indigenous communities have sufficient opportunity to 


identify and formulate and express their views on the potential adverse impacts of the Project 


upon their section 35 rights; and 


 Ensuring that Hydro One takes every reasonable step to avoid or mitigate/accommodate, as 


appropriate, the adverse effects of the Project upon section 35 rights. 


Hydro One’s process for Indigenous communities and groups is designed to provide information on the 


project to the Indigenous communities and groups in a timely manner.  Hydro One will respond to and 


address issues, concerns or questions raised by the Indigenous communities and groups in a clear and 


transparent manner throughout the completion of the regulatory approval processes (e.g., the EA 


process).  The process with Indigenous communities and groups will address the following objectives: 


 to provide opportunities for information sharing between Hydro One and potentially affected 


Indigenous communities as identified by the Crown, including information about the Project and 


associated review and regulatory processes; 


 to identify the potential adverse impacts of the Project (including social, environmental, 


economic, health and culture) upon section 35 rights;   


 to work with potentially affected Indigenous communities as identified by the Crown to identify 


measures to mitigate or avoid those potential adverse effects; 


 provide project-related information which is comprehensive and accessible to assist Indigenous 


communities and groups to effectively identify their concerns, and any possible effects of the 


project on their existing or asserted treaty or Aboriginal rights; 


 advise of the various provincial approvals that may be required;  
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 seek information from the Indigenous communities and groups that may be applicable to the 


study area, including information on Aboriginal interests and treaty rights including 


archaeological sites, and sacred sites and burial grounds;  


 seek input from Indigenous communities and groups on environmental studies to be conducted 


by Hydro One in the course of the project;  


 offer information centers or meetings with Indigenous communities and groups to provide 


project-related information and to address any concerns, issues or questions about the project; 


 provide information, where requested, on the OEB regulatory process and the EA process 


regarding the project;  


 address all issues and concerns raised by Indigenous communities and groups and to how the 


project may affect these interests; 


 consider any potentially affected interests, and clearly communicate the results;  


 address issues in relation to project land usage within First Nation Reserves; 


 incorporate traditional knowledge and use; 


 focus consultation on areas not already assessed and verifying publicly available information; 


and, 


 Hydro One will also work with Indigenous communities along the route to explore benefits and 


opportunities including, but not limited to, capacity building to participate in the engagement 


process, procurement and sub-contracting opportunities, job training, employment and equity 


participation; and, 


 record all forms of engagement with Indigenous communities and groups, including the creation 


of a list of concerns and issues raised regarding the project and Hydro One’s responses. 


In order to achieve the consultation objectives, Hydro One will:  


 provide Indigenous communities with timely notice of the Project so that they can consider 


possible impacts on their section 35 rights;   


 provide Indigenous communities with information about the Project and the applicable 


regulatory and approval processes on an ongoing basis; 


 meet with and take into consideration any communications from Indigenous communities in 


order to identify any concerns that the communities may have regarding the potential adverse 


impacts of the Project upon section 35 rights;  


 where appropriate, discuss with an Indigenous community measures to address potential 


adverse impacts of the Project upon its section 35 rights; 


 maintain a timely, open and transparent dialogue with potentially affected Indigenous 


communities through phone calls, face to face meetings, e-mails, correspondence and other 


means as appropriate to ensure understanding at each step in the Project’s progress; 


 offer Indigenous communities assistance, including capacity assistance, where appropriate for 


the purpose of participating in consultation on the Project; 


 provide support for community liaisons; and, 
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 document and respond to the issues and concerns which have been expressed by Indigenous 


communities to Hydro One during the EA and other regulatory processes. 


5.5.3  Agency Consultation Plan  


 


The purpose of the agency consultation is to: 


 identify concerns and opportunities and collect information related to the project;  


 identify issues related to the project, and where appropriate, proposed mitigation; 


 identify provincial and federal agency jurisdiction; 


 facilitate the development of a list of all required approvals, licenses or permits;  


 identify relevant guidelines, policies and standards; and, 


 list all the commitments/obligations and responsibilities of the proponent. 


Following the Notice of Commencement of the EA, an agency consultation package will be sent to all 


agency stakeholders from the federal, provincial and municipal governments and conservation 


authorities soliciting their input and feedback on the Project.  The consultation package will include a 


letter describing the project, a map of the project area and a feedback form for completion.   


Follow-up communications will occur with those agencies that request further meetings/involvement to 


discuss their input. Hydro One will be available to meet with agencies regularly to discuss issues that 


arise and provide progress reports as requested.  The feedback forms will capture general comments, 


while the meetings, if necessary, would allow probing of specific issues in greater detail.  Agencies will 


also be notified when the draft EA is available for review.  


Other consultation activities are as follows: 


 Newsletter – Newsletters will be made available on the project web site and will be e-mailed to 


all agency stakeholders; 


 Issues Workshops – Workshops may be held as appropriate with agencies, interest groups and 


municipal staff to confirm and develop design alternatives, apply evaluation criteria and 


establish the relative importance of criteria.  If specific issues are identified during the EA 


process, workshops may be utilized to address the issues;  


 Review Draft EA and EA- Agencies and the Government Review Team will be given copies of the 


Draft and EA for review; and, 


 Notice of Submission of EA to MOECC – Hydro One will notify agencies by e-mail that it has 


submitted the EA to the Minister of Environment and Energy for approval.   


Aside from the arranged meetings/interviews, agency consultations will also dovetail with CIC events as 


avenues for further input to the process.  Engagement with the various stakeholders is expected to be 


ongoing throughout the EA and into the project implementation process.  All agency submissions and 


meetings will be documented and included in the Record of Consultation. 
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5.5.4 Consultation Record 


 


Hydro One will maintain a comprehensive consultation record and track issues to document all 


stakeholder, public, agency and Indigenous engagement activities.  The records will be used to: 


 document concerns and follow-up actions and responses; 


 document and track mitigation measures developed by the Proponent to prevent, mitigate or 


otherwise address potential effects of the Project upon s. 35 rights; 


 maintain a current record of staff and community representatives; and, 


 maintain a record of all communications (including phone calls and e-mails) and information 


provided to interested parties as well as consultation events/activities with each community. 


The consultation log will be updated to reflect each communication and activity.  A copy of the 


aggregate consultation record will be provided to regulators as required by the regulator and each 


Indigenous community will be provided with a copy of the consultation record pertaining to that 


community concurrent with the submission to regulators. The consultation database will include the 


following information relating to each engagement and consultation event or activity: 


 date on which the communication, event or activity occurred; 


 method of communication: e.g. letter, e-mail, phone call, face-to-face; 


 identification of  initiator and recipient of communication or in the case of a meeting, organizer 


and participants attending at the meeting; 


 copy of or link to communication in the case of written communication as well as copy of/or link 


to any other relevant documentation provided or generated as part of the communication, 


including all regulatory information provided, notices for community meetings, draft versions of 


all materials prepared for EA, summary of any resources and/or funding offered, 


requested/provided to the Indigenous community by Hydro One;  


 summary of communication or in the case of a meeting, meeting notes; and, 


 identification of issues raised or discussed and any follow-up action or undertaking. 


The Record of Consultation for the ToR will be submitted under separate cover. 


 


5.6 Documentation and Issues Resolution Strategy 
 


Consultation/engagement with the various stakeholders and Indigenous communities and groups is 


expected to be on-going throughout the EA and into the project implementation phase. All comments 


and input received throughout the EA from the public and review agencies will be documented in a 


summary table and included in the EA document as part of the Record of Consultation.  The summary 


table will provide a response to each issue. Where resolution of issues has not been possible, this will be 


noted along with a record of all attempts to resolve the issue.  Hydro One will develop an issues 
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resolution strategy for the EA.  The EA will also include a consultation summary and a detailed record of 


comments received, and their resolutions, as well as materials and documentation distributed to 


stakeholders. 
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6. Existing Environmental Conditions in the Study Area 
 


It should be noted that another proponent has completed studies along the reference route alternative 


and much of the reference route.  Where there is an overlap of the study areas, Hydro One is generally 


not duplicating these studies, but using the information available publicly through an EA document 


already funded by the ratepayers of Ontario. 


The biophysical and socio-economic baseline of the reference route and the alternative route have been 


assessed and described in other Environmental Studies performed by others. Environmental information 


has been gathered for all the aspects of the existing environment during the preparation of those 


studies that have been reviewed by the government agencies.  


Hydro One performed a gap analysis of the existing environmental study information to identify the 


need of verification or collection of data to complete the environmental description and include the 


area of the reference route through Pukaskwa National Park and the Park approaches as well as the 


corridor section near Dorion, west of Nipigon through Lakehead TS. 


Hydro One is conducting field surveys to characterize the biophysical environment in the areas identified 


in the gap analysis as mentioned in the above paragraph, in compliance with the requirements of the 


MOECC, Parks Canada, MNRF and other government agencies to complete the Individual EA Study. 


This section describes the existing natural and socio-economic environments existing in the project 


study area.  A list of preliminary assessment criteria and indicators can be found in Appendix 2. 


 


6.1 Natural Environment 
 


The following sections document the natural environment present in the proposed project study area.  


The specific study area sizes will be determined through the EA process.   


6.1.1 Geology, Soils and Physical Environment 


 


The Ontario Shield is part of the broader Boreal Shield and is the largest ecozone of the province at 61% 


of the landmass.  This is named after the intersection of the boreal forest and the Canadian Shield and is 


typified by the exposed Precambrian granite bedrock which is routinely exposed.  Glaciers have regularly 


shaped the landscape over the eons and have created the rolling hills, wetlands and lakes of the region. 


These processes and physical geography influence the formation of soils, and subsequently, vegetation 


and animal assemblages (Ontario Biodiversity Council 2010). 


The EA will provide a description of the geological characteristics including tectonics, structural features 


and stratigraphic units and the effects of glaciation on Northern Ontario physiography based on Ontario 
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Geological Survey information, as well as mapping and descriptions of the Lake Superior Link project.  


Regional soils and physical geology of the project study area will be assessed using existing knowledge 


bases and mapping resources. 


The description will not include field work for visual identification or characterization of geological 


formations or structures, terrain or soil characteristics. 


6.1.2 Groundwater and Surface Water 


 


The Lake Superior Link project is situated solely in the Lake Superior Watershed and all surface water 


which includes several hundred streams and rivers and groundwater resources in the project study area 


flow toward Lake Superior (Environment and Climate Change Canada 2017).  The EA document will 


assess and identify the watershed classifications of these water resources. 


The description will not include field work for flows or water quality characterization of streams or water 


bodies.  Should fisheries surveys of watercourses designated as potential temporary crossings be 


required, hydrologic, surficial sediment type, and surface water parameters will be measured and 


recorded on-site. The hydrologic data will be provided in the post-EA applications for watercourse 


crossing permits.  


The EA will also provide a description of groundwater resources including groundwater levels, yields and 


quality based on MOECC water well records and Permit to Take Water published information. A 


questionnaire will be provided which requests information on the location of any wells near the 


construction areas.  Consultation will include information on construction activities which will take place 


on each individual property.  This site-specific information will be used to augment the information 


provided by MOECC in their wells database. 


Wellhead protection areas, intake protection zones, highly vulnerable aquifers and significant 


groundwater recharge areas, source water protection documentation and relevant policies will be 


reviewed. 


The description will not include field work for characterization of groundwater quality, or measurements 
of water levels or drawdown of water wells.  


6.1.3 Environmentally Significant Areas 


 


Provincially Significant Wetlands (PSWs), Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSIs), Regional 


Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs) may be crossed by the proposed transmission corridor.  As the 


names suggest, these areas provide sensitive and significant ecological functions for both wildlife and 


humans alike.   


The reference route currently runs through an existing transmission corridor within Pukaskwa National 


Park.   The Lake Superior Link project also crosses several other Provincial Parks and ANSIs.  Figure 6 and 
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Figure 7 outline the route and its interaction with ESAs.  The reference route intersects through or near 


the following Provincial Parks, Nature Reserves, regulated waterways, and recreational areas: 


 Black Sturgeon River  


 Ruby Lake Provincial Park 


 Pukaskwa River Provincial Park 


 Kama Hills Provincial Park 


 Gravel River Provincial Park 


 Nimoosh Provincial Park 


 White Lake Provincial Park 


 Neys Provincial Park 


 Prairie River Mouth Provincial Park 


 Craig's Pit Nature Reserve 


 Rainbow Falls Provincial Park 


 Ouimet Canyon Provincial Park 


 Red Sucker Point Provincial Park 


 Cavern Lake Provincial Park 


 White Lake Provincial Park 


The study area also intersects or is situated nearby the following ANSIs 


 Jimmy Kash River Candidate ANSI 


 Kama Hill ANSI 


 Makwa River Candidate ANSI  


 


Figure 6 – Dotted Reference Route line intersecting Provincial Parks and ANSIs (light green) 
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Figure 7 – Reference Route (dotted pink line) and Reference Route Alternative (solid red line) traversing provincial parks 
(light green polygons). 


6.1.4 Wildlife and Habitat 


 


Lands within the study area provide agricultural, woodland, wetland and riparian habitat for wildlife.  


Birds, mammals, insects, reptiles and amphibians inhabit these ecosystems along the Lake Superior 


coastline within the Ontario Shield Ecozone.  Preliminary desktop studies to assess current levels of 


knowledge will be conducted for wildlife and wildlife habitat to better understand species incidences.  


A terrestrial wildlife field program will be undertaken with the purpose of characterizing species 
diversity and composition throughout the Study Area as well as identifying and quantifying terrestrial 
wildlife habitat therein. The baseline data resulting from this field program will be used to support 
baseline studies for this Project, conduct an environmental impact assessment as part of the EA process 
for the Project and will inform potential permitting. 
 
Wildlife surveys to be undertaken as part of the wildlife field program will include a winter aerial survey, 
breeding bird point count surveys, crepuscular bird surveys, marsh bird surveys, amphibian call counts, 
bat habitat assessment, and bat acoustic surveys. These surveys are designed with the purpose of 
sampling wildlife diversity and composition within the PSA as well as informing the presence of the 
significant wildlife habitats. Data collected during each survey is likely to contribute to the assessment of 
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multiple significant wildlife habitats types, as well as the presence/absence of SAR and species of Special 
Concern that use those specialized habitat types. 


6.1.5 Vegetation, Forest Resources, and Wetlands 


 


The study area includes forested areas, woodlots, open fields, wetlands, and other vegetated habitats. 


For the study area, the EA will describe and map vegetation communities and delineate plant species in 


all natural areas, such as ESA’s, ANSI’s, wetlands, and municipally-designated significant woodlands, 


valleylands and wildlife habitat, based on the NHIC database, published information, and field studies.  


Should it be necessary, field surveys will also be undertaken in semi-natural communities within the 


study area. 


Ecological Land Classification (ELC) will be used by qualified biologists during field studies to characterize 


the vegetation communities within portions of the study area. This information will be used to confirm 


aerial photography and published data and boundaries of natural features. During the vegetation 


surveys, any significant or specialized wildlife habitat including odonates and butterflies will be 


identified and any casual observations of wildlife species recorded 


In order to characterize and assess impacts to vegetation communities along the proposed sections of 
the PSA, vegetation classification field surveys will be carried out in order to characterize the vegetative 
communities within 1 kilometer of the proposed works. The objectives of the field program will be to:  
 


 Survey vegetation community types (forest, wetland, riparian) within the Study Area;  


 Conduct a detailed inventory of the communities sampled;  


 Define vegetation community function (e.g. wildlife habitat);  


 Identification of sensitive vegetation communities; and,  


 Identification of any listed SAR plant species.  


6.1.6  Water Bodies, Fish Habitat and Aquatic Ecosystems 


 


The primary purpose of the aquatic study program will be to characterize the aquatic habitat that could 
potentially be affected by the construction of the transmission line and to provide baseline information 
to support the EA process.  Most of the larger watercourses within the study area provide fish habitat. 
The EA will map known coldwater and warm water watercourses, as well list fish species present in the 
watercourses in the study area based on previous regional EA studies, MNR Field Collection Records, 
Conservation Authority databases, published information, and supplemental field surveys, where 
required.  Any significant fish habitat (e.g., Sanctuary Areas) will be identified and described. 
Representative watercourse locations will be field inspected prior to construction to confirm 
presence/absence of fish habitat and fish species present in areas where gaps within existing knowledge 
bases are found. Detailed assessments will also be conducted on those watercourses that will be crossed 
by construction access roads where required.  
 
Existing aerial/satellite imagery, along with other background information will be used to establish 
survey locations prior to execution of the field program. Their selection will also be informed by previous 
studies. Sample locations will be determined as design progresses and specific focus will also be on 
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areas where clearing is required. Consideration of any new temporary or permanent access roads will 
also be included in the survey plans in order to characterize impacts associated with construction 
staging requirements, or ancillary infrastructure required for long term maintenance of the line. 
Sampling may also be conducted at selected points along the Project to identify potential sensitivities.  
 
Key considerations in establishing aquatic habitat sampling locations will include:  
 


 Targeting of a representative cross section of aquatic habitat community types based on their 
distribution within the Project area;  


 Aquatic Species at Risk; and, 


 Accessibility.  
 
All information collected as part of the natural environment field programs will be used in the EA, to 
identify potential effects and practicable mitigation measures, and to fine tune the locations of towers, 
access roads and water crossings (where appropriate). Information will also be used for any DFO and 
other approvals that may be required prior to construction.  


6.1.7 Species at Risk 


 


The EA document will map the general locations of known incidences of species at risk, endangered and 


threatened species, and species of special concern in the study area. This information will be based on 


the MNRF’s “Species at Risk in Ontario List”, the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in 


Canada list, Environment Canada species at risk search tool (http://www.registrelep-sararegistry.gc.ca/), 


and Environment Canada, CWS and NHIC databases, as well as known locations based on published and 


unpublished information and personal communications.  All general locations within the study area that 


would be directly affected by construction activities will be screened to confirm presence/absence of 


any species at risk (if practicable) and evaluate habitat potential to support species at risk.  Regionally 


and locally rare species will be considered as an indicator for the EA, based on information obtained 


from NHIC, MNR, local conservation authorities and field observation.  


6.1.8 Air Quality 


 


Air Quality metrics are published in annual Air Quality in Ontario Reports published by Ministry of 


Environment and Climate Change. The closest two air quality monitoring stations operated by the 


province of Ontario are in Sault Ste. Marie and Thunder Bay.  In general, these two stations report lower 


than average concentrations of air pollutants as compared to other parts of Ontario and are generally 


lower than Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards (MOECC 2015). The project will evaluate existing 


studies of air quality, potential project emission sources and identification of receptors.  


6.1.9 Acoustic Environment 


 


The acoustic environment (sound/noise) is an important component of atmospherics. The major sources 


of noise in the rural environment are road traffic and the resource industry such as forestry, mining and 
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associated support industries.  The EA will characterize baseline or background noise conditions, based 


on published information or noise surveys, as required. It will also identify sensitive receptors to noise 


emissions such as recreational areas and communities. 


 


6.2 Socio-economic and Cultural Environment 
 


The following sections outline the socio-economic and cultural environments within the project study 


area.  The sections will establish the baseline conditions and the information required to characterize 


socio-economic components.  


6.2.1 Cultural Heritage Environment 


 


To describe and assess potential effects on heritage resources and archaeology in the study area, the EA 
will draw upon the results of archaeological assessments and cultural heritage studies.  Indigenous 
communities will be engaged in the archaeological studies.  The Project will utilize existing Stage I and 
Stage II archaeological studies completed in the region. Additional Stage I and Stage II studies are 
planned for additional areas as a result of a gap analysis performed to identify missing datasets for the 
proposed transmission corridor. Results from these studies will be incorporated into impact assessment, 
EA decision-making and construction planning.  
 
A background historical study will be undertaken of the municipalities along the transmission route to 


describe their development history and the transmission route development history.  Existing cultural 


heritage resources conditions will be documented.  Built heritage resources and cultural landscape 


resources that could potentially be affected by the proposed corridor will be identified.  If human 


remains are identified during the EA study or during the construction phase of the project, Hydro One 


will cease work in the immediate area, notify the MTCS as required under the Cemeteries Act and 


simultaneously notify Indigenous communities with an interest in the area. 


6.2.2 Regional Planning 


 


Northern Ontario is subject to a number of planning initiatives both provincially and regionally.  The 


majority of the project is located on Crown Land and will be subject to provincial regulation and land use 


policy.  Other portions of the project are privately owned.  Under the Planning Act, the 2014 Provincial 


Policy Statement (PPS) outlines the framework for development, land use and approved developments. 


The goals of the PPS are as follows: 


“The Provincial Policy Statement, 2014 applies province-wide.  Its policies set out the government’s land 


use vision for how we settle our landscape, create our built environment, and manage our land and 


resources over the long term to achieve livable and resilient communities” (MMAH 2014).  In addition, 


the Ministry of Municipal Affairs has published two ‘Places to Grow, Growth Plan for Northern Ontario” 
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which documents the plan for the region for the next 25 years.  Of note, the plan has a goal of 


strengthening the economy of Northern Ontario through the following (MMA 2011): 


 Diversifying the region's traditional resource-based industries 


 Stimulating new investment and entrepreneurship 


 Nurturing new and emerging sectors with high growth potential. 


 
The region has varying levels of development with the highest density near Thunder Bay and less 


development further east.  Owing to the length of the transmission corridor, the project will pass 


through many current land uses such as mining, forestry, trapping, hunting, fishing, residential, 


commercial, industrial, and agriculture, among others.  In addition to these previously mentioned official 


plans, crown land use policies, district land use guidelines, forestry management, land claims and rights, 


and other land uses will be assessed in the EA document.    


6.2.3 Economy, Resource, Commercial and Industrial Activities 


 


Northern Ontario communities rely on a resource extraction economy with a focus on forestry and 


mining. These sectors are dominated by large industrial employers in the region.  These industrial 


complexes rely on a consistent supply of electricity.  The project may cross mining claims and forestry 


management units which will be identified during the EA process and the potential effects the project 


may have.   


In addition to resource extraction, Northern Ontario communities provide a gateway for recreation and 


tourism, and outdoors guiding and outfitting activities.  The communities cater to visitors to local parks 


and activities such as hunting, fishing and camping are all important aspects of the Northern Ontario 


experience.   


The EA document will assess existing commercial and industrial activities in the region and address 
potential effects on these sectors.  Leaseholders, claim owners and other stakeholders will be consulted 
as part of the EA process. Indicators used to describe the economy and employment will be detailed 
(employment, income, etc.).  The EA will also address economic development and economic sectors, 
businesses, governmental finances, and housing characteristics. 


6.2.4 Population, Demographics and Community Profile 


 


Northern Ontario’s population has generally been on a decline since at least 2001, with the age bracket 


of 15 to 34 having the largest out-migration of the region.  This exodus of young people in the region 


has, in turn, increased the average age of communities.  Industries such as pulp and paper mills shutting 


down or relocating, a general slowdown in forestry and depressed mineral prices since 2011 have 


impacted employment prospects in the region and, relatedly, the demographics that tend to serve in 


these sectors.  Projects such as Lake Superior Link may provide skilled and unskilled workers in the area 


employment opportunities (Northern Policy Institute 2014). 



http://www.northernpolicy.ca/article/is-northern-ontario%E2%80%99s-population-aging-or-is-it-just-getting-less-young-286.asp
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The EA document will detail the existing state of communities and potential effects on the population 


and demographics in relation to the project. This information will be documented through government 


statistics, plans, stakeholder engagement, and other sources.  


6.2.5 Traditional/Indigenous Land Use 


 


First Nations and Métis communities in the area have expressed interest in participation in the project 


and assisting in the identification of effects it is projected to have on traditional land usage.  The 18 


communities identified by the Ministry of Energy have a history of traditional land usage in the region 


since time immemorial, many aspects of which continue today.  Mapping indicates that the study area 


overlaps with many traditional use territories.  Information sharing will also be an important aspect of 


EA studies between Hydro One and Indigenous communities. 


Based on consultation with the Indigenous communities, the EA will document concerns and identify 


potential employment and opportunities raised with regards to land and resource use, or other relevant 


socio-economic aspects. The EA will also describe how Hydro One proposes to address these concerns 


and opportunities.  The EA document will describe Indigenous communities and groups, their traditional 


uses of the land and their established and asserted claims. Section 5 details the consultation process 


with Indigenous communities in greater detail and lists the 18 identified communities.  


6.2.6 Human Health  


 


Electric and magnetic fields (EMF) are invisible lines of force produced by the flow of electricity in a wire 


or electrical device. The strength of these fields rapidly weakens away from their source. Everyone is 


exposed daily to EMF from many sources, including household wiring, power lines and appliances.   


Hydro One recognizes the public concerns over potential health effects from exposure to EMF and takes 


seriously its responsibility to understand, appropriately address and communicate the scientific 


data/developments on this issue.  Therefore, Hydro One will: 


 continue to communicate accurate and timely information to its employees and customers; 


 continue to provide, upon request, EMF measurement services at no cost to direct customers of 


Hydro One and individuals and/or organizations whose property is adjacent to Hydro One 


distribution and/or transmission facilities; 


  monitor worldwide scientific research, judicial decisions and regulatory requirements relating to 


EMF, and make necessary adjustments to its policies, programs and practices; 


 support collaborative research; and,  


 consider EMF research when sitting, designing, and communicating about new and upgraded 


facilities and when operating its facilities. 


 
EMF will be addressed in the EA document.  In addressing potential health issues, Hydro One looks to 


the scientific expertise of Health Canada to assess the scientific studies and provide advice and 
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guidance.  As part of its mission to set public health policy, Health Canada continues to monitor the 


scientific research on EMF and human health. 


6.2.7  Visual  


 


During the EA, the Project team will prepare a description of the landscape character within the study 


areas (the area located West of Nipigon, and the Pukaskwa River Provincial Park), identifying landscape 


settings and features of importance.  This assessment will focus on valued viewpoints by the public and 


those identified by the project team as contributing to the aesthetic character of an area (e.g., ESA’s and 


river valleys). The team will review available models for this assessment.  


6.2.8 Infrastructure and Services 


 


The proposed transmission corridor crosses varying levels of infrastructure and services, from remote 


fly-in only access to sophisticated large towns and cities.  Some of the communities along the route can 


provide, waste management, municipal and community services, emergency services, police, and many 


other ancillary services.  


The EA document will describe infrastructure and services which have a potential to interact with the 


proposed project.  Other infrastructure in the area may include pipelines, transmission and distribution 


lines, roads and highways (including traffic counts), rails, air transportation, and utilities, etc.  In addition 


to this, the project may also have the potential to interact with communities and services such as police 


and fire stations, hospitals, schools, churches and other religious buildings, local businesses, and 


residential areas.   


6.2.9 Property Value 


 


During the consultation process, landowners have raised the issue of potential effects on property 


values. Contacts have been initiated with all landowners who may be directly affected by the project 


crossing their property (i.e. those affected by the reference route and the route refinement options 


identified to date).   Compensation will be available to those whose property will be crossed by the 


approved undertaking.  For all other properties which are directly affected by the proposed ROW 


widening, independent appraisals will be conducted and offers based on market value for an easement 


in the area of the proposed widened corridor will be made to the landowners.  If it is determined to be 


appropriate to relocate a structure on a farm property, the Minimum Distance Separation (MDS) 


formulae.  The Hydro One Land Acquisition Compensation Principles (LACP) will be sent out to property 


owners detailing the method of land acquisition and compensation Hydro One employs.   


Hydro One is committed to fair, open and consistent treatment of all affected landowners.  Hydro One 


will consult with municipal stakeholders as part of our efforts to minimize any inconveniences caused by 


the project and will consult with municipalities to understand and address their concerns. 
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7. Effects Evaluation and Mitigation Measures 
 


The following section identifies the potential effects evaluation and associated mitigation measures to 


address them.  Table 2 identifies the preliminary environmental and technical considerations that will be 


applied in the evaluation of potential environmental effects. Preliminary criteria and indicators have 


been developed for the effects evaluation utilizing the general principles detailed in Section 7.  Hydro 


One will collect relevant raw data from the indicators and use them in the assessment of the effects 


evaluation.  


Table 2 – Preliminary environmental and technical considerations during Project planning 


COMPONENT FEATURES/CONSIDERATIONS 


Natural Environment  Wetlands, ANSIs  


 Environmentally Significant Areas (ESAs) 


 Species at Risk ( (SAR) 


 Water bodies, fisheries and aquatic ecosystems 


 Forests, woodlots, vegetation 


 Significant wildlife habitat, woodlands, and valleylands 


  regulated areas 


Socio-economic 


Environment 


 Existing and approved land uses (reference to Official Plans) 


 Approved developments 


 Commercial activities 


 Mineral and aggregate resources 


 Community profile (including effects to landowners) 


 Community services 


 Community infrastructure 


 Landscape and visual assessment  


 Parks 


 Conservation areas 


 Recreational facilities  


 Traditional Knowledge Studies  


 Historical  


 Built heritage resources  


 Cultural heritage sites and landscapes 


 Archaeological 


 Churches and cemeteries (including other human burial sites) 


Technical and cost 


considerations  


 


 Indicators/measures will be developed during the EA process  


 Safety, compliance with codes 


 Compatibility with the transmission network 


 Utilization of existing infrastructure corridors (e.g., roads and 
ROWs)  


 Minimize changes in transmission line directional heading 
(angles)   


 Shortest length of line 
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COMPONENT FEATURES/CONSIDERATIONS 


 Soil stability for transmission towers, including depth of water 
table  


 Suitable terrain 


 Positive effects on the local and provincial economy 


 Minimizing other transmission circuit crossings  


 Minimizing effects on other utilities (e.g., pipelines, railways) 
 


Mitigation measures will be developed to minimize negative effects due to construction and operation 


of the project with due consideration of cost, safety, feasibility and technical standards. The EA will 


recommend pre- and post-operational monitoring programs designed to verify effects prediction, the 


effectiveness of mitigation measures and the need for any remedial measures, should they be 


necessary. 


 


7.1 Evaluation of Potential Effects on the Natural Environment 


 
Aligning a new ROW adjacent to an existing ROW will reduce potential negative effects on 


environmental features by reducing ROW widening requirements relative to a greenfield ROW. The 


reference route will also use existing ROWs in areas where widening is not possible in Pukaskwa 


National Park.   


Construction activities associated with the Lake Superior Link project that may have an effect on the 
natural environment include: 


 brushing, clearing and grading; 


 staging and stockpiling areas; 


 construction of access roads including stream crossings; 


 delivery of equipment and materials; 


 delivery, assembly and installation of new towers; 


 stringing of conductors; and, 


 rehabilitation/restoration. 
 


Potential negative effects of the proposed undertaking on the natural environment, e.g., soils, surface 


water and groundwater resources, vegetation, wildlife, fisheries resources and environmentally 


significant areas, will be assessed and appropriate redesign, mitigation/remedial measures will be 


recommended to reduce or eliminate those effects will be outlined in the EA.  


Transmission towers will not be constructed in streams, rivers, etc. Similarly, no dewatering, filling in, 


and/or relocating of watercourses are anticipated.  Efforts will be made to prevent any short term 


stream flow interference (i.e. culvert crossing installations) which could cause adverse effects.   The 
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construction plan will minimize or avoid any direct works in water bodies and most construction will 


occur at appropriate setbacks from water bodies.  The potential for these effects will be addressed in 


the EA and on a site specific basis, through the permitting processes. 


Hydro One will consider opportunities for habitat improvements including streamside buffers within the 


proposed reference route including any selected route refinements. This will be done in consultation 


with affected property owners, interested Indigenous communities and groups, conservation 


authorities, provincial ministries and affected municipalities. 


The issue of soil compaction and measures to mitigate effects on soil permeability, drainage and 


hydraulic balance will be addressed in the EA. 


Dust and noise from construction are controlled with appropriate mitigation measures and 


environmental best management practices. 


Sediment and erosion control measures will be identified and addressed in the EA document.  This 


includes identification of areas where soil or other factors could affect the effectiveness of those 


measures. 


Potential effects due to construction are as follows: soil compaction and erosion; loss of vegetation from 


clearing and associated loss of wildlife habitat; displacement of wildlife or effects to nesting birds and 


species at risk; habitat fragmentation; incidental spills of oil, gasoline and other chemicals; water quality 


and fish habitat degradation due to temporary stream crossings; and degradation of environmentally 


significant areas. Agricultural infrastructure can be affected by changes to site drainage. 


Potential effects due to operation are related to maintenance access and vegetation management 


(approximately 3-year cycles). 


To reduce or eliminate potential negative environmental effects associated with the construction and 


operation of the proposed facilities, proven environmentally sound guidelines and best management 


practices (BMPs) will be implemented using: 


 “Environmental Guidelines for the Construction and Maintenance of Transmission Facilities” 


(Hydro One 2009); 


 “Best Management Practices for Wetland Crossings” (Morissette 2014); 


 “Overhead Line Construction” (DFO 2007); 


 “Riparian Zone Protocol” (Fitzsimmons 2010); 


  “Debris Removal for Culvert Maintenance” (TRCA 2014); 


 “Environmental Guidelines for Access Roads and Water Crossings” (MNR 1990); 


 “Guidelines for Evaluating Construction Activities Impacting on Water Resources” (MOECC 1995); 


 “Utility Vegetation Management” (Cieslewicz 2004); and 


 “Management Approaches for Industrial Fugitive Dust Sources” (MOECC 2017). 
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In addition, all other relevant environmental requirements and policies will be identified and taken into 


account in the EA. 


 


7.2 Evaluation of Potential Effects on the Socio-economic Environment 
 


Socio-economic impacts can be positive or negative; and can occur at various units of social order: 


individuals, businesses, communities, economic sectors; however, the objective of the Lake Superior 


Link project is to provide an overall benefit to the Province of Ontario.   


The socio-economic impact assessment will identify positive and negative effects of the project locally 


and to the Province. The key indicators for this study are: 


 displacements of business, property and residents; 


 displacements of social features (e.g. institutional, recreational, etc.); 


 disruption to business, property and residents; 


 disruption of social features; 


 community and neighbourhood effects (e.g. community character, cohesion, function); 


 changes to land use patterns, including existing and planned development; 


 displacement or disruption to farm infrastructure and type; 


 displacement or disruption to mineral and aggregates resources; 


 displacement or disruption to parks, conservation and recreational areas; 


 displacement or disruption to community services and infrastructure; 


 disruption to traditional/ Indigenous land use;  


 changes to the existing landscape, visual character (i.e. visual attractiveness and scenic values); 


 economic benefits to the local communities (e.g., commercial activity); and, 


 economic benefits to the Province (e.g., industrial production, manufacturing, commercial activity 


and technical services). 


 
Socio-economic information will be collected from the following sources: 


 Secondary published sources; 


 Windshield surveys; 


 CIC comments and input; 


 Stakeholder consultation (to be defined as project planning progresses but may include 


municipalities, ratepayer groups, business community, Indigenous communities, agricultural 


community); and  


 Consultation with potentially affected community residents. 


 
The socio-economic impact assessment will include: 


 An assessment of the socio-economic character and profile of the area potentially affected by the 


project; 
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 An  evaluation of the alternatives including identification of issues and concerns; 


 The identification and assessment of effects on the socio-economic environment by indicator; 


and, 


 The identification of protective or mitigation measures.  
 


Potential effects of the proposed undertaking on the socio-economic features identified will be assessed 


and appropriate mitigation/remedial measures will be recommended to reduce or eliminate the 


significant negative effects.  


The assessment of effects will be based on data collected from primary and secondary sources. A broad 


assessment of potential socio-economic considerations of the alternative methods both during and after 


construction on existing land use, potential development, businesses and community features shall be 


prepared and will identify proposed mitigation measures. The data collected as part of the baseline 


environmental description will be provided in the EA document and will form the basis for measuring 


effects of the project.  This includes data from supporting technical studies, surveys and environmental 


inventories collected from within the study area.  


7.2.1 Effects on Traditional/ Indigenous Land Use 


 


Indigenous communities and groups may have an interest in a project in addition to or apart from any 


potential effects on Indigenous interests and treaty rights. Through discussions with Indigenous 


communities and groups, Hydro One will attempt to determine the extent and nature of any interests in 


the project as well as any potential effects on Indigenous interests and treaty rights.   


Hydro One is currently undertaking consultation activities with the 18 First Nation and Métis 


communities identified by the Ministry of Energy to gain information on traditional values as they relate 


to the project.  As part of the EA process, Hydro One will provide to Indigenous communities and groups 


who wish to receive it, species information which is gathered from the field studies.  Hydro One will also 


consider any information Indigenous communities and groups provide on protection of plant and animal 


species which have traditional value. This information will be used in developing indicators and 


measures for effect on traditional/ Indigenous land use where relevant. 


7.2.2 Effects on the Cultural Environment  


 


The Project may have potential effects on the cultural environment, including, but not limited to, the 


following: 


 areas of archaeological potential; 


 built heritage; 


 cultural heritage landscape; and, 


 churches and cemeteries. 


 







 


 


Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 66 


To assess the potential effects of project on heritage, archaeology and cultural resources, the EA will 


draw upon the results of a Stage 1 archaeological study (and future archaeological work, as required) 


and cultural and heritage assessments. Information and data will also be obtained from Municipal 


Heritage Groups, heritage planners, Indigenous communities and groups, secondary source information, 


and discussions during the engagement/consultation process.  


 


7.3 Technical, Administrative and Cost Considerations 
 


The technical, administrative and cost considerations will be used to evaluate the alternatives, including 


the considerations in the bullet points below.   


 system safety and reliability; 


 constructability and feasibility analysis; 


 duration and impacts of line outages to enable connections for the new line;   


 availability of tower and other infrastructure materials; 


 timely regulatory and agency approvals; 


 material differences or design changes arising from the EA or other approvals; 


 design changes to accommodate requirements from Alternative Methods analysis;  


 poor or contaminated soil conditions; 


 unexpected site drainage requirements; 


 adverse weather conditions; 


 conflicts with other utility ROW’s that intersect or parallel the proposed facilities. 


 land costs; 


 construction capital costs; and 


 operations and maintenance costs 


 
Indicators and measures will be developed during the EA process. Issues that could potentially affect 


project construction and implementation costs will also be addressed as part of the EA. 
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8. Commitments and Monitoring 
 


Hydro One is committed to environmental protection and responsible environmental management. This 


project will be carried out in compliance with environmental legislation, Hydro One corporate policies, 


BMPs, and corporate environmental procedures.  The EA document will provide information so that 


facilities will be designed, constructed and operated in a manner that makes efficient use of resources, 


prevents pollution and reduces environmental effects to the extent that is reasonably achievable.  Hydro 


One strives for the continual improvement in its management system, processes, activities and services. 


The EA document will provide information to address commitments and monitor the Project in the 


following ways: 


 identify, assess, and manage potentially significant environmental risks and integrate 


environmental considerations into decisions; 


 inform employees and contractors so that they understand their roles, responsibilities and Hydro 


One’s environmental requirements and have the skills, knowledge and resources necessary to 


perform their duties; 


 promote continual improvement by setting environmental objectives and targets, monitoring 


performance and taking corrective and preventive actions when required; 


 work cooperatively with governments, customers, suppliers and other stakeholders to develop 


programs that contribute to the achievement of Hydro One’s environmental objectives and 


targets; and, 


 support the investigation and use of new methods of environmental protection that will help 


achieve Hydro One’s business objectives.  
 


The Hydro One Environmental Policy and Environmental Commitment form the overarching foundations 


for commitments made in the EA.   An Environmental Specification will be prepared to guide project 


construction.  An environmental specialist will be assigned to support and monitor construction 


activities.  As noted, pre- and post-operational studies will be carried out to confirm project compliance, 


the accuracy of environmental effects predictions, the effectiveness of mitigation measures and the 


need for any remedial action. 


 


8.1 Project Effects Monitoring 
 


During the later stages of the EA process, a monitoring program will be developed.  The program (to be 


included in the EA) will describe the project environmental management system that will ensure 


compliance with the commitments set out in this assessment plus other environmental requirements 


(e.g., terms and conditions of EA approval and other legislation).    
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Pre- and post-operational monitoring will identify actual effects, assess the effectiveness of the 


mitigation/restoration/enhancement measures to reduce or eliminate these effects, and evaluate the 


need for any additional action to ensure commitment realization. 


Appropriate commitments to compliance monitoring will be reflected in study documentation. The 


duration of the monitoring and follow-up programs will vary and will depend on the conditions of 


permits and approvals granted by regulatory agencies. 


 


8.2 EA Process Monitoring 
 


During the planning and design processes, compliance with EA process commitments outlined in the ToR 


will be regularly reviewed prior to project implementation. External notification and 


engagement/consultation will be consistent with EA commitments. 
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Appendix 1 – Notice of Commencement 
  







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Appendix 2 – List of Preliminary Criteria and 
Indicators 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Natural 
Environment 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 
 


Environmentally 
significant areas 


Area of Provincially 
Significant Wetlands 
Crossed  


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
wetland habitats 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Area of Provincially 
Significant ANSIs Crossed 


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
natural features 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Number of species at risk 
including regionally and 
locally rare species 


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
species at risk or their habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Environment Canada 
where appropriate 


Area of Non-provincially 
Significant and/or 
Unevaluated Wetlands 
Crossed 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
wetland habitats 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Area of significant wildlife 
habitat crossed 


Potential for short- and long-term effects on 
significant wildlife habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Area of significant 
valleylands crossed 


Potential for short- and long-term effects on 
significant valleylands 


Municipalities, existing EA 
studies 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Natural 
Environment 


Area of Hazard Lands 
crossed 


Potential for project effects on natural heritage 
features 


Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority, 
MNRF, existing EA studies, 
field studies if required. 


 Migratory bird flyways, 
feeding and resting areas 


Potential for short- and long-term effects on 
migratory birds and their habitat 


NHIC, MNRF, Bird Studies 
Canada, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Water bodies, fish 
habitat and aquatic 
ecosystems 


Number of coldwater 
streams crossed 


Provincial designation 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
fisheries resources and habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Total number of streams 
crossed 


Potential for short and long-term effects on 
fisheries resources and habitat 


MNRF, NHIC, existing EA 
studies, field studies if 
required. 


Socio-economic 
Environment 


 


 
 
 
 
 


Existing land use Existing uses and types Potential for conflict with existing land uses Municipal planning and 
zoning information 


Approved 
development 


Sub-division and 
development plans 


Potential for conflict with sub-division and 
development plans 


Commercial activities Types of business activities Potential to disrupt or displace businesses Local Departments of 
Economic Development 


Tourism related activities Potential to disrupt or displace tourist attractions 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Socio-economic 
Environment 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Potential effect on 
Mineral and 
aggregate resources 


Area of significant 
aggregate deposits 


Potential effects may occur on existing 


aggregate deposits 


Ministry of Northern 
Development and Mines 
(MNDM), MNRF Ontario's 
Land Information Directory 
(OLID) database. Owners  


Area of mines within the 
study area (Ha) 


Potential effects may occur on mining operations  


Number of mining claims 
within the study area 


Potential effects may occur on future mining 
operations 


Area of pits/quarries 
within the study area (Ha) 


Potential effects may occur on pits/quarries 
operation 


Potential effect on 
Remote Tourism 


Number of remote tourism 
businesses effected 


Potential for effects on remote tourism businesses MNRF, MTCS, Business 
Operators 


Community profile Number of potential 
property removals 
(buyouts)  


 


Hydro One Policy prohibits homes or  family 
residences from being located within the 
proposed WIDENED ROW 


GIS shape files, Site Visits 
if required. 


Number of potential 
diagonal severances of 
properties  


Diagonal crossings are considered more 
disruptive because they limit other uses of land  


 


Number of potentially 
affected properties 


Crossings of properties are disruptive to family 
residences and businesses  
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Socio-economic 
Environment 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Community services Number of health care 
facilities 


Potential for project to disrupt or displace 
facilities 


Local health department 


Number of educational 
facilities 


Potential for project to disrupt or displace 
educational facilities 


School boards and local 
road maps 


Number of other important 
community facilities 


Potential for project to disrupt or displace 
facilities. 


Local road mapping, site 
visits if required. 


Community 
infrastructure 


Number of natural gas 
pipelines  


Potential effects on utility pipelines operations 
and maintenance 


Utility companies 


Number of roads crossed  Potential effects on the driving public, aesthetic 
and visual 


GIS shape files 


Number of railways 
crossed (segments)  


Potential effects can occur on railway lands and 
crossings due to the widened ROW towers, 
span and overhead clearance  


Number of airports within 
EA prescribed distance of 
the ROW centerline 


Transport Canada requirements for distance 
separation between transmission routes and 
runways 


Local municipalities, 
private airport operators 
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Environment Features 
Considered 


Indicators Rationale for Selection of Indicator Data Source 


Socio-economic 
Environment 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Landscape and visual 
assessment 


Number of residences, 
farm residences within EA 
prescribed distance from 
the ROW or as required 
for viewscape analysis.  


Number of trails, 
waterways, and roads 
crossed 


Proximity of the widened ROW to residents and 
recreational users (of scenic 
landscapes/features) could potentially affect 
viewer expectations in the vicinity of the lines. 


MNRF, Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority, 
Municipalities, Heritage 
Advisory Committees, and 
Site visits if required. 


Parks  Area of Federal, Provincial 
Parks and reserves 


Identify and protect natural   and recreational 
features 


MNRF, Parks Canada, 
Municipalities, counties 
and Lakehead Region 
Conservation Authority Area of local parks 


Conservation areas Number and area of 
conservation areas  


Identify natural areas and ecosystems within the 
study area to measure potential effects on use of 
these facilities 


MNRF, and Lakehead 
Region Conservation 
Authority 


Recreational facilities 
(camp ground, park, 
sport field, golf 
course) 


Number of trails 
(segments) 


Identify and protect natural  recreational 
features 


MNRF, and Lakehead 
Region Conservation 
Authority 


 
Number of recreational 
facilities 


 







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: londa.mortson@ontario.ca
Cc: michael.kuluski@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:35:22 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter_MNRF.pdf

Hello Londa,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:londa.mortson@ontario.ca
mailto:michael.kuluski@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Ministry of Northern Development and Mines (now Ministry of 
Energy, Northern Development and Mines) 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Paetz, Jennifer (MNDM)
To: Medved, Luka
Cc: Wallace, Craig; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
Subject: RE: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 23, 2018 1:25:01 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Hello Luka,
 
An electronic copy of the ToR will be fine. Thank you!
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Paetz, BES., MCC.
Initiatives Coordinator
Strategic Support Unit | Strategic Services Branch | Mines and Minerals Division
Northern Development and Mines
Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines
933 Ramsey Lake Rd, 2nd Floor | Sudbury ON P3E 6B5
W: (705) 670-5918 | C: (705) 690-8205
 

From: Medved, Luka [mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 22, 2018 4:25 PM
To: Paetz, Jennifer (MNDM) <Jennifer.Paetz@ontario.ca>
Cc: Wallace, Craig <Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com>; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com;
 Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link
 project
 
Dear Ms. Paetz:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the Ministry of Energy, Northern
 Development and Mines via email to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the

mailto:Jennifer.Paetz@ontario.ca
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com







 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your
 system. Thank you.

 
 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.snclavalin.com&data=02%7C01%7Cjennifer.paetz%40ontario.ca%7C5eb855b014414e1ca63c08d6086d5772%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C636705663041515217&sdata=zCANT3Ma8o6FOGI6SwQUmmaJmQp5hoBFSBlJCM9DNmA%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpride.snclavalin.com&data=02%7C01%7Cjennifer.paetz%40ontario.ca%7C5eb855b014414e1ca63c08d6086d5772%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C636705663041525261&sdata=EngqopYnjCytcjTcX17z8CAnJOEtMdqsv6d3Py9oAlo%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.snclavalin.com&data=02%7C01%7Cjennifer.paetz%40ontario.ca%7C5eb855b014414e1ca63c08d6086d5772%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C636705663041545293&sdata=Z%2FWF%2BFu1seG7EqOU2RP4E11yHaqKyv%2FsC4b31dW7VPg%3D&reserved=0


From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka; Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
Subject: FW: Lake Superior Link revised draft Terms of Reference
Date: August 21, 2018 8:56:52 AM

From: Paetz, Jennifer (MNDM) [mailto:Jennifer.Paetz@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2018 8:22 AM
To: HAULENA Adam
Subject: RE: Lake Superior Link revised draft Terms of Reference
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Good morning,
 
The Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines (Northern Development and Mines) is satisfied
 with the responses to our comments. Thank you for sharing.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Paetz, BES., MCC.
Initiatives Coordinator
Strategic Support Unit | Strategic Services Branch | Mines and Minerals Division
Northern Development and Mines
Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines
933 Ramsey Lake Rd, 2nd Floor | Sudbury ON P3E 6B5
W: (705) 670-5918 | C: (705) 690-8205
 

From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com [mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 8, 2018 11:17 AM
To: Paetz, Jennifer (MNDM) <Jennifer.Paetz@ontario.ca>
Subject: Lake Superior Link revised draft Terms of Reference
 
Good morning,
 
Please see the attached notification for the release of the revised draft Terms of Reference for the
 Lake Superior Link and responses to comments received during the draft review period. If you have
 comments or would like to discuss please feel free to reach out to Bruce at 1-416-779-0257 or
 Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com, or Adam Haulena at 1-416-345-6596 or
 Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com.
 
Thank you,
 
Adam Haulena
Planner, Environmental Programs and Approvals
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T - 1-416-345-6596, C – 1-416-201-1108
adam.haulena@hydroone.com
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Jennifer.Paetz@ontario.ca
Cc: Medved, Luka; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Wallace, Craig
Subject: RE: LSL Draft ToR
Date: July 6, 2018 4:17:33 PM

Jennifer,
Thank you very much for your comments. We will review and get a hold of you if we have any
 questions. Should you have any concerns moving forward, don’t hesitate to give me call.
 
Cheers,
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

From: Paetz, Jennifer (MNDM) [mailto:Jennifer.Paetz@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Friday, July 06, 2018 3:32 PM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com; HAULENA Adam; STAITE Patricia; Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
Subject: RE: LSL Draft ToR
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hi Bruce,
 
Somehow, approvals actually went faster than usual! Please find see attached MENDM’s (Northern
 Development and Mines) comments on the Lake Superior Link Draft Terms of Reference
 
If you have any questions, please let me know.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Paetz, BES., MCC.
Initiatives Coordinator
Strategic Support Unit | Strategic Services Branch | Mines and Minerals Division
Northern Development and Mines
Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines
933 Ramsey Lake Rd, 2nd Floor | Sudbury ON P3E 6B5
W: (705) 670-5918 | C: (705) 690-8205
 

From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: Friday, July 6, 2018 12:05 PM
To: Paetz, Jennifer (MNDM) <Jennifer.Paetz@ontario.ca>
Cc: Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com;
 Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
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Subject: RE: LSL Draft ToR
 
Hi Jennifer,
Thank you for your email. We can appreciate that the changes as a result of the election will cause
 delays and understand the need to go past the July 11th date. If you can get us comments by the
 end of the week that would be great. Also, if you would like a conference call to discuss anything let
 me know and I can arrange it. We’d be happy to discuss.
 
Thanks again,
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

From: Paetz, Jennifer (MNDM) [mailto:Jennifer.Paetz@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Friday, July 06, 2018 10:20 AM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Subject: LSL Draft ToR
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hi Bruce,
 
Letting you know that our comments on the draft ToR may be delayed past July 11 due to the recent
 ministry ‘rearrangement’ (i.e., ENERGY and MNDM now being the same ministry). I’ll let you know if I
 think the delay will extend past the end of next week. I hope that’s ok.
 
Have a good weekend!
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Paetz, BES., MCC.
Initiatives Coordinator
Strategic Support Unit | Strategic Services Branch | Mines and Minerals Division
Northern Development and Mines
Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines
933 Ramsey Lake Rd, 2nd Floor | Sudbury ON P3E 6B5
W: (705) 670-5918 | C: (705) 690-8205
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
mailto:Jennifer.Paetz@ontario.ca


From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: jennifer.paetz@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:35:13 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter_MNDM.pdf

Hello Jennifer,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:jennifer.paetz@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Medved, Luka
To: "laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca"
Cc: Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: FW: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 4:27:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Hello Laura,
 
In Karla’s absence, please note the email below.
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your
 system. Thank you.

 

From: Medved, Luka 
Sent: August 22, 2018 4:26 PM
To: 'karla.barboza@ontario.ca'
Cc: Wallace, Craig; 'Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com'; 'Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com'
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
 
Dear Ms. Barboza:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and
 Sport via email to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 

mailto:laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com







The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your
 system. Thank you.

 
 
 

http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
http://www.snclavalin.com/


From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
To: jeff.elkow@ontario.ca
Subject: Lake Superior Link revised draft Terms of Reference
Date: August 8, 2018 11:20:09 AM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_Notification_MTCS.pdf

20180807_Lake Superior Link Draft RoC for the Proposed ToR - MTCS Comment and Responses Table.pdf

Good morning,
 
Please see the attached notification for the release of the revised draft Terms of Reference for the
 Lake Superior Link Project and responses to comments received during the draft review period. If
 you have comments or would like to discuss please feel free to reach out to Bruce at 1-416-779-
0257 or Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com, or Adam Haulena at 1-416-345-6596 or
 Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com.
 
Thank you,
 
Adam Haulena
Planner, Environmental Programs and Approvals
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T - 1-416-345-6596, C – 1-416-201-1108
adam.haulena@hydroone.com
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:jeff.elkow@ontario.ca
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:adam.haulena@hydroone.com
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August 7, 2018 


 
Mr. Jeff Elkow, Heritage Planner 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 
401 Bay St., Suite 1700  
Toronto, ON, M7A 0A7 
 
Via email - jeff.elkow@ontario.ca   
 
 
Dear Mr. Jeff Elkow, 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with government agencies, 
Indigenous communities, municipalities and community stakeholders will continue throughout the life 
of the project.  
 
Please see the attached summary of Hydro One responses to MTCS comments and corresponding 
modifications to the draft Terms of Reference.  If you have comments or would like to discuss please 
feel free to reach out to me at 1-416-779-0257 or email Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com or 1-416-345-
6596 or email Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com. 


 
Sincerely,  


 
Bruce Hopper 
Environmental Planner, Environmental Programs and Approvals 
 


 



mailto:jeff.elkow@ontario.ca

http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com






 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision 


 Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport, Jeff Elkow, Heritage Planner, Letter Dated July 13, 2018 to Bruce Hopper, Hydro One 
Networks Inc. (HONI) 


MTCS – 1 Section 4.4 (Reference Route and 
Reference Route Alternative) 


Replace “archaeological resources, built 
heritage” with “cultural heritage resources” 
as the term “cultural heritage resources” 
comprises archaeology, built heritage, and 
cultural heritage landscapes. 


Comment accepted.  Change made throughout section 5.4 and 
document to ensure consistency. 


MTCS – 2 Section 6.2.1 (Cultural Heritage 
Environment) 


Please clarify the specific studies for 
cultural heritage evaluation to be 
undertaken referenced (i.e. Cultural 
Heritage Assessment Report (CHAR) or 
Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report 
(CHER)). 


Reference is currently made to “cultural 
heritage studies” and “a background 
historical study”. It should be noted that 
technical cultural heritage studies (such as 
CHAR, CHERs and/or HIAs) should be 
completed by a qualified person. The 
technical studies shall be submitted to 
MTCS and the local municipalities for 
review and comment. 


Should additionally state that 
archaeological assessment should be 


Comment accepted. 


Hydro One will complete a Criteria for 
Evaluating Potential for Built Heritage 
Resources and Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes checklist. Should it be 
determined that a Cultural Heritage 
Evaluation Report and/or Heritage 
Impact Assessment is required, a 
qualified person will be obtained and a 
report will be submitted to MTCS and 
local municipalities for review and 
comment. This commitment will be 
reflected within the ToR.  


On June 29, 2018 Hydro One’s 
archaeology consultant Archaeological 
Research Associates Ltd. (ARA) sent an 
introduction and invitation to participate 
letter to each of the eighteen (18) 
Indigenous communities. Each 
community was invited to participate in 


Changes made to Section 6.2.1 to clarify 
archaeological assessments and 
reporting commitments for cultural 
heritage resources. 


1 
 







undertaken by an archaeologist licenced 
under the OHA, who is responsible for 
submitting the report directly to MTCS for 
review. 


We recommend that a response protocol 
be developed with relevant aboriginal 
groups to manage any accidental 
discovery of archaeological and/or human 
remains. We also suggest that First 
Nations and Métis be consulted for 
information on any archaeological, built 
heritage and cultural heritage landscape 
resources in the study area. 


the planned archaeological assessments 
by providing information, at their 
discretion, regarding sacred or spiritual 
sites, undocumented archaeological 
sites, or sites of value to the community 
for inclusion in the Stage 1 assessment; 
and/or participation in the Stage 2 
fieldwork surveys within their Treaty and 
Traditional Territory. ARA and Hydro 
One will work with Indigenous 
communities to incorporate any 
information provided and will provide 
opportunities for participation of monitors 
in the fieldwork surveys. At the time of 
this report, several communities have 
expressed an interest in participating in 
the planned field work and/or have 
requested that reports be provided for 
review, once available.  


ARA will work with Indigenous 
communities to ensure a response 
protocol is in place should any accidental 
discovery of archaeological and/or 
human remains occur. This protocol will 
also ensure compliance with provincial 
legislation and/or regulations that may be 
applicable.  


MTCS – 3 7.2.2 (Effects on the Cultural 
Environment) 


The Archaeological Assessment should 
be undertaken as soon as possible as its 
results should be incorporated into the EA 
report, in addition to the results of any 


Comment accepted. 


Hydro One has retained ARA to 
complete the planned Stage 1 and 2 
archaeological assessments and this 
work is currently on-going. At a 
minimum, the Stage 1 assessment will 


Changes made to Section 6.7. 
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further stages of Archaeological 
Assessment as needed. The 
Archaeological Assessments should be 
undertaken by an archaeologist licenced 
under the OHA, who is responsible for 
submitting the report directly to MTCS for 
review. 


Consistent use of terminology should be 
followed throughout the Terms of 
Reference. The term “cultural heritage 
resources” comprises archaeology, built 
heritage, and cultural heritage landscapes, 
and are formalized in provincial legislation, 
regulations, guidelines, and the Provincial 
Policy Statement 2014. For clarity, we 
suggest that this terminology is used. 


Revise the first bullet to include 
archaeological sites and areas of 
archaeological potential.  


be completed and the results will be 
documented in Stage 1 Archaeological 
Assessment report as part of the 
Individual EA. The Stage 2 assessment 
for select properties where required may 
be delayed due to property access 
restrictions, seasonal constraints (i.e., 
frozen ground conditions) and/or 
accommodation of Indigenous monitors. 
All required archaeological work will be 
completed prior to construction and 
reports submitted to MTCS for review 
and acceptance.  


The draft ToR has been updated to use 
the term “cultural heritage resources” in 
place of “archaeological resources, built 
heritage”. 


First bullet includes archaeological sites 
and areas of archaeological potential 


 


MTCS – 4 Section 6.2.1 


Section 6.2.1 of the TOR states that Stage 
1 and 2 archaeological assessments are 
planned while Section 7.2.2 states only 
that a Stage 1 will be undertaken. Please 
clarify the commitment and ensure 
consistency. 


Comment noted.  


Hydro One would like to clarify that 
Section 5.4.1 acknowledges that at a 
minimum Stage 1 and 2 archaeological 
assessments will be completed for the 
project to address data gaps identified, 
whereas Section 6.7 acknowledges that 
at a minimum the results of the Stage 1 
analysis will be drawn upon to assess 
potential impact to cultural heritage 
resources for the EA effects analysis. It 


Section 5.4.1 and Section 6.7 have been 
revised for clarification based on 
comments received.  
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is Hydro One’s preference that all 
necessary archaeology assessment work 
be completed before the submission of 
the Individual EA, however this may not 
be possible due to property access 
restrictions, seasonal constraints to 
complete the work (i.e., frozen ground 
conditions) and/or accommodation of 
Indigenous monitors. As noted in the 
response to the MTCS - 4 comment all 
required archaeological work will be 
completed prior to construction and 
reports submitted to MTCS for review 
and acceptance. 


MTCS – 5 “Cultural and heritage assessments” 
should be revised to identify the specific 
studies that are being referenced (i.e. 
Cultural Heritage Assessment Report 
(CHAR) or Cultural Heritage Evaluation 
Report (CHER)) to document baseline 
information about the existing conditions 
and preliminary impact assessment. 
These reports may additional recommend 
that Heritage Impact Assessments be 
undertaken. It should be noted that 
technical cultural heritage studies (such as 
CHAR, CHERs and/or HIAs) should be 
completed by a qualified person. The 
technical studies shall be submitted to 
MTCS and the local municipalities for 
review and comment. 


The TOR should commit that all technical 
heritage studies and their 
recommendations are to be addressed 


Hydro One acknowledges that any 
technical cultural heritage studies 
(CHAR, CHER, HIA) will be completed 
by a qualified person and submitted to 
the MTCS and the local municipalities for 
their review and comment. 


Changes made to Section 6.7 to commit 
that all technical heritage studies and 
their recommendations are to be 
addressed and incorporated into the 
Project for implementation to ensure 
compliance with all applicable 
regulations. 
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and incorporated into EA project. 


MTCS – 6 Appendix 2 – List of Preliminary 
Criteria and Indicators 


Under the Socio-economic Environment 
heading, a section should be included 
under Features Considered for Cultural 
Heritage Resources. Appropriate 
Indicators, Rationale and Data Sources 
should be included, following the 
commitments made Section 7.2 of the 
Terms of Reference. 


List has been updated to include a 
section for Features Considered for 
Cultural Heritage Resources. 


Appendix 1 has been updated. 
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Jeff.Elkow@ontario.ca
Cc: Medved, Luka; Stephanie.Hodsoll@HydroOne.com; Wallace, Craig; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com;

 Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
Subject: RE: 0009046 - Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Date: July 13, 2018 5:48:37 PM

Hi Jeff,
Thank you for the comments. We will review and get back you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com

From: Elkow, Jeff (MTCS) [mailto:Jeff.Elkow@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Friday, July 13, 2018 3:58 PM
To: COMMUNITY Relations
Subject: 0009046 - Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Bruce,
 
Thank you for providing the Notice of Commencement and Draft Terms of Reference to the Ministry
 of Tourism, Culture and Sport.  Please see attached our comments and let me know if you have any
 questions.
 
Regards,
 
Jeff Elkow, M.A.
Heritage Planner
Heritage Program Unit | Programs and Services Branch | Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport
401 Bay Street Suite 1700 Toronto ON M7A 0A7
Tel. 416.314.7182 | email: jeff.elkow@ontario.ca
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Jeff.Elkow@ontario.ca
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:Stephanie.Hodsoll@HydroOne.com
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
mailto:Jeff.Elkow@ontario.ca
mailto:jeff.elkow@ontario.ca


From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca; James.Antler@ontario.ca
Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: June 10, 2018 7:08:39 PM
Attachments: LSL Panels v99C.pdf

Hi Karla, James:
As requested, please find attached the materials that will be presented at the CIC this coming week.
 Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

From: Barboza, Karla (MTCS) [mailto:Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Thursday, May 31, 2018 9:01 AM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: Elkow, Jeff (MTCS)
Subject: FW: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the
 Lake Superior Link Project
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

MTCS File# 0009046
 
Hi Bruce,
 
Thanks for sending the notice of commencement of terms of reference and invitation to community
 information centre for Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link Project to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture
 and Sport (MTCS).
 
Please continue to forward any notices and/or communications related to this EA project to both
 myself and Jeff Elkow.
•             Karla Barboza | Team Lead - Heritage (Acting)    | 416-314-7120 | karla.barboza@ontario.ca
•             Jeff Elkow | Heritage Planner (Acting) | Heritage Program Unit (Tourism, Culture and Sport) 
 | 416-314-7182 | jeff.elkow@ontario.ca
 
MTCS would appreciate if you can send a copy of the materials to be presented at the Community
 Information Centres for information.
 
Thanks again,

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca
mailto:James.Antler@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
mailto:karla.barboza@ontario.ca
mailto:jeff.elkow@ontario.ca



Welcome
to our Community Information Centre


Lake Superior Link Project







• Hydro One has initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) 
for the Lake Superior Link project.  


• We have issued a Notice of Commencement of Terms of 
Reference (ToR) for the EA.   


• The Terms of Reference is the framework for an EA. The ToR 
document will outline how the EA will be conducted, what 
will be assessed, and how interested parties such as the 
public, Indigenous communities, local municipalities and 
government regulators will be engaged throughout the EA. 


• The ToR will discuss the reference route and the alternative 
to the reference route, shown below.


• A draft ToR is available today for your review. A copy is also 
posted on our project website.


Purpose of today’s Community 
Information Centre (CIC)







• In its Updated Assessment of the Need for the 
East-West Tie Expansion, 2017, the Independent 
Electricity System Operator (IESO) confirmed that 
a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable 
and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern 
Ontario for the long term.” 


• The Lake Superior Link project is an approximately  
400 kilometre, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission  
line which would primarily be built on or adjacent to  
Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) 
in the Municipality of Shuniah and Wawa TS, just east 
of Wawa. 


• Within Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line 
would be upgraded without widening the corridor. In 
addition to the reference route, an alternative route 
around the Park is also being considered. 


What is the Lake Superior Link?







Hydro One’s proposal is the most cost-effective solution 
to deliver the required power supply to northwestern Ontario 
while also minimizing the environmental footprint.


When compared to other proposals to build the East-West Tie 
line:


Hydro One’s reference route is approximately  
50 km shorter overall.


• Hydro One has the unique ability to modify existing 
infrastructure through Pukaskwa National Park, significantly 
reducing the length of the overall transmission line and 
reducing impact on the Park.


Our reference route would use approximately 50% less 
land than NextBridge’s proposal and our reference route 
alternative would use 36% less. 


• Hydro One will not be cutting new corridor or access routes 
through Pukaskwa National Park.


• For the majority of the transmission line, Hydro One is 
proposing a narrower corridor (ranging from approximately 
37 to 46 metres.)


The Hydro One advantage







Community Information Centres 
across the project area


 
Introduce the draft ToR for Government, 


Indigenous and public review
 


Release proposed ToR for Government, 
Indigenous and public review
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Hydro One has the unique ability to follow its existing transmission 
corridor through Pukaskwa National Park. The reference route will make 
use of Hydro One’s existing land rights through the Park. For this 35 km 
section, Hydro One will use single towers with four circuits to avoid any 
widening of the corridor.


Hydro One will be undertaking a wide range of environmental field 
studies within Pukaskwa National Park as part of the reference route 
section. These studies will be used to assess potential impacts, identify 
mitigation and support provincial and federal permitting requirements. 


Pukaskwa National Park
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• The majority of this route has been assessed through previous 
field studies. To avoid duplication of effort, the LSL project 
field program will focus on those areas not surveyed to 
date, or where data gaps have been identified. This includes 
Pukaskwa National Park, the Dorion area, temporary and 
permanent access roads, laydown areas and fly yards.


• Field surveys are tentatively scheduled to occur from early 
summer to mid-fall 2018.


• These will include visual assessment, wildlife, aquatic habitat, 
vegetation classification, species at risk and archaelogy.


• Field surveys will:


 -   Identify and document the existing biological conditions  
 present within the study area; and


 -   Include aquatic, vegetation and wildlife studies, including    
     species at risk.


• Due to time sensitive survey requirements for species at 
risk, Hydro One completed a winter survey for Woodland 
Caribou in March 2018 focusing on the corridor between 
the northwestern boundary of Pukaskwa and Wawa. In     
addition, time sensitive surveys for species at risk bats and  
Whip-poor-will were also conducted in late May 2018.  


Environmental field surveys







• Prior to constructing the Lake Superior Link, Hydro One must 
seek and obtain approval from the Ontario Energy Board 
(OEB) and the Ministry of the Environment and Climate 
Change (MOECC), as described below, and other permits  
and approvals as required. 


• Both the OEB and MOECC approvals include opportunities for 
public and Indigenous community participation and input into 
the decision-making process.


• The “Leave to Construct” to build the new East-West Tie line  
has not yet been awarded by the OEB.


What approvals are required?


OEB
Leave to Construct


(S. 92 of the OEB Act, 1998)


MOECC
Environmental Assessment (EA)


approval under the
Environmental Assessment Act


In February 2018, Hydro One filed an 
application with the OEB to build, own and 
operate the new line. Once approved, all 
conditions are met and land rights acquired, 
Hydro One will be permitted to begin 
construction.


The OEB review of Hydro One’s application 
includes provisions for public consultation, 
stakeholder and Indigenous participation.


A ToR establishes the framework for the 
preparation and review of the EA. It outlines 
how the EA will be conducted and helps ensure 
that the public, Indigenous communities and 
government agencies know what will be 
considered.


Terms of Reference (ToR) - Step 1


This EA study will compare Hydro One’s 
reference route to its reference route 
alternative. It will consider the design 
alternatives, measures to avoid and  
minimize potential effects, identify 
advantages, disadvantages and net  
effects of the alternatives.


EA study - Step 2







Construction of the new transmission line is planned to begin in 
fall 2019 and be completed by the end of 2021. Work will be 
divided into four sections:


• Section 1: Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) to Nipigon  
(90 km)


• Section 2: Nipigon to Marathon TS (145 km)


• Section 3: Marathon TS to Wawa TS (excluding Pukaskwa 
National Park) (133 km)


• Section 4: Inside Pukaskwa National Park (35 km)
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• Powering northern Ontario is an important part of our 
history and future at Hydro One.


• Our local teams and workforce, based in Thunder Bay, 
Nipigon, Marathon and Algoma, bring their best to 
these communities every day.


• The LSL will meet current and future electricity needs  
in northern Ontario to power homes and business.


• Along with the LSL, we are in the planning stages for 
a new transmission line between Thunder Bay and 
Dryden.


Hydro One’s vision for the North







• We want to hear from you as we explore 
community investment opportunities and partnerships 
that will benefit the project areas. 


 • Once engaged on the project, Hydro One will 
explore and discuss various benefits for Indigenous 
communities including but not limited to capacity 
building to participate in the engagement process, 
procurement and sub-contracting opportunities, job 
training, employment and equity participation.


• We are also committed to discussing potential 
partnership opportunities and other economic benefits 
with Indigenous communities on this project.


Working with local communities







What if Hydro One’s proposed 
corridor is located on my property?
• Hydro One’s land acquisition service provider, Contract 


Land Staff, will be contacting all affected property owners to 
discuss the land rights acquisition program.   


• Hydro One will require early access to the proposed 
transmission corridor to obtain relevant project and property 
information. Early access activities include:   


 -   environmental and engineering studies;


 -   legal surveys and property appraisals; and


 -   woodlot valuations. 


• Hydro One has developed  project-specific Land Acquisition 
Compensation Principles (LACP) which are based on past 
experience with transmission projects, and aim to:  


 -   treat property owners in a fair, transparent, and consistent    
    manner;


 -   compensate based upon independent property valuations;


 -   offer choice to property owners (easement  
    or fee simple land rights acquisition); and 


 -   secure timely voluntary property acquisitions by offering  
    incentives.


                                 







Thank you
for joining us today!


Your input is important to us.
Please share your feedback on our Environmental Assessment 


Terms of Reference, and project, with our team.


Please complete a comment form before you go.


To provide comments or to be added to the  
project contact list, please call or email:


COMMUNITY RELATIONS
t: 1-877-345-6799


e: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


For the most up-to-date project information and  
updates you can also visit our project website:


www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: James.Antler@ontario.ca
Cc: Laurie.Brownlee@ontario.ca; Medved, Luka
Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: June 4, 2018 9:28:42 PM

Consider it done. Thank you. by cc to Luka could you please add James to the contact list. Thank you
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

From: Antler, James (MTCS) [mailto:James.Antler@ontario.ca] 
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2018 10:13 AM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: Brownlee, Laurie (MTCS)
Subject: FW: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the
 Lake Superior Link Project
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hi Bruce:
 
Can you please add me to the circulation list for the project in question.  I am a Policy
 Advisor with the Tourism Division of our Ministry.  Karla Barboza, who flipped me the
 notice, is part of our Culture Division.  Thanks.
 
Jim Antler
Policy Advisor
Northern Policy and Planning Unit
Tourism Division
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport
447 McKeown Avenue, Suite 203
North Bay, ON  P1B 9S9
Tel: (705) 494-4159
Fax: (705) 494-4086
Email: james.antler@ontario.ca
 
This message, including any attachments, is meant only for the use of the individual to whom it is
 intended and may contain information that is privileged/confidential. Any other distribution, copying or
 disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient or have received the message in
 error, please notify me immediately by reply e-mail and permanently delete this message including any
 attachments, without reading it or making a copy. Thank you.
 

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:James.Antler@ontario.ca
mailto:Laurie.Brownlee@ontario.ca
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
mailto:james.antler@ontario.ca


From: Barboza, Karla (MTCS) 
Subject: FW: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the
 Lake Superior Link Project
 
Hi Jim and Laurie,
 
Apologies for any duplication! Not sure if you have been circulated on this one - This is Hydro One’s
 project which is in the same area as the NextBridge East-Tie project.
 
Regards,
Karla
 
Karla Barboza MCIP, RPP, CAHP| (A) Team Lead, Heritage 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport
Culture Division| Programs and Services Branch | Heritage Program Unit
T. 416.314.7120 | fax: 416.212.1802 | Email: karla.barboza@ontario.ca
 

From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: May-28-18 10:35 AM
To: Barboza, Karla (MTCS)
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake
 Superior Link Project
 
Hello Karla Barboza,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:karla.barboza@ontario.ca
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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From: Medved, Luka
To: "john.fraser3@ontario.ca"
Cc: Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 4:28:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Dear Mr. Fraser:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the Ministry of Transportation via email
 to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your

mailto:john.fraser3@ontario.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
http://www.snclavalin.com/







From: Medved, Luka
To: "iain.galloway@ontario.ca"
Cc: Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 4:30:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Dear Mr. Galloway:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the Ministry of Transportation via email
 to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your

mailto:iain.galloway@ontario.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
http://www.snclavalin.com/







From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: iain.galloway@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:34:24 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter_MTO2.pdf

Hello Ian Galloway,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:iain.galloway@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: john.fraser3@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:34:44 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter_MTO1.pdf

Hello John,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:john.fraser3@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com



 Hydro One N
483 Bay Stre
North Tower
Toronto, On
www.HydroO


Bruce Hopp
Environmen


 
 
 
May 28, 2
 
John Fras
Ministry o
447 McK
North Bay
john.frase
 
 


 
RE: Indiv
Wawa an
 
Dear John
 
Hydro On
Assessme
project. T
East-West
alternative
the long te
transmissi
Wawa. 
 
The attach
published
 
If you hav
6799. Alte
 
 
 
Sincerely,


Bruce Ho
Environm
Hydro O


Networks Inc. 
eet 
r, 12th Floor 
tario, M5G 2P5 
One.com 


er 
tal Planner, Env


2018 


er 
of Transporta
eown Ave 
y, P1B 9S9 
er3@ontario.c


vidual Envir
nd Thunder B


n Fraser, 


ne Networks I
ent (EA) unde
The Independe


t Tie Expansi
e to maintaini
erm." The EA
ion line betwe


hed Notice of
d in local new


ve further que
ernatively, yo


, 


pper 
mental Planner


ne Networks


 
Tel:  4
Email: 


 


ironmental Servi


ation 


ca 


ronmental As
Bay, Ontario


Inc. (Hydro O
er the Ontario
ent Electricity
ion, 2017 stat
ing a reliable 


A will conside
een Lakehead


f Commencem
spapers leadin


estions, please
ou can contac


 


r 
s Inc. 


416-779-0257 
Bruce.Hopper@


ces   


ssessment for
o. 


One) has initia
 Environment


y System Ope
tes that a new
and cost-effe


er two route a
d Transformer


ment and invit
ng up to the J


e contact us a
t Bruce Hopp


HydroOne.com


r the Lake Su


ated the Term
tal Assessmen


erator’s (IESO
w transmission
ective supply 
alternatives fo
r Station (TS)


tation to Com
June Commun


at Community
per at 416-779


uperior Link


ms of Referenc
nt Act for the 


O) Updated A
n line "…cont
of electricity


or a new doub
) near Thunde


mmunity Infor
nity Informat


y.Relations@H
9-0257 or Bru


k Project loca


ce for an Env
proposed Lak


Assessment of 
tinues to be th


y in Northwes
ble-circuit 230
er Bay and W


rmation Centr
tion Centres 


HydroOne.co
uce.Hopper@


ated between


vironmental 
ke Superior L


f the Need for
he recommen
tern Ontario f
0 kilovolt 


Wawa TS near


res will be 


om or 1-877-3
@HydroOne.co


n 


Link 
r the 
ded 
for 


r 


345-
om. 







AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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MP Thunder Bay – Rainy River 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link - MP Rusnak
Attachments: image001.jpg

image002.jpg
MP Rudsak - NoC - May 28th.pdf

Dear MP Rusnak:
 
As you are aware, earlier this year Hydro One filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board to
 construct the Lake Superior Link, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer
 Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. We have now initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
 proposed project. The attached newspaper ad, which will be running this week and next week in
 local newspapers, contains more information. I have also attached a flyer which will be delivered to
 residents in the project area over the coming days.
 
Similar to the information drop-ins we held along our proposed route in March, we will be hosting a
 series of Community Information Centres in your area in mid-June. The public session in Thunder

 Bay will be at the Valhalla Inn on Monday, June 11th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. We would like to invite
 you to attend a preview from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  You are all more than welcome to stay for the
 public session as well.
 
Thank you!
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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May 28, 2018 
 
MP Don Rusnak, Thunder Bay-Rainy River  
905 Victoria Avenue East, Suite 1 
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 1B3 
 
Via email 
 
Dear MP Rusnak: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission 
line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be published 
in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The attached community flyer, 
which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and interest groups in your community and 
along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with local elected officials, and would like to offer you and any 
interested staff a “preview” in the hour leading up to the public sessions. You are more than welcome to 
stay for the public session as well. If you would prefer to set up a meeting at a different time, please contact 
us at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
 
 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue
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WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  


JOIGNEZ-VOUS À NOUS :
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Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway
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Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Simmer.Anand@HydroOne.com
To: Melissa.Raby@HydroOne.com
Cc: Steven.Mantifel@HydroOne.com
Subject: FW: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: May 29, 2018 12:44:25 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Minister Hajdu - NoC - May 28th.pdf

FYI
 
Simmer Anand
Sr. External Relations Advisor
P: 416 345 6818
C: 437 992 9976

www.HydroOne.com
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the
 person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination
 is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email
 and delete the transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies
 (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email.
 
 

From: Patty.Hajdu.C1@parl.gc.ca [mailto:Patty.Hajdu.C1@parl.gc.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 11:42 AM
To: ANAND Simmer
Subject: FW: Update on Hydro One's Lake Superior Link
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hello Simmer,
 
Thank you for the invitation for Minister Hajdu to attend a briefing session on the Hydro One Lake
 Superior Link project.  Unfortunately, the Minister will be in Ottawa that week and unable to attend.
 I will provide her with the information you sent and follow up with you if there are any questions.
 
Kind regards,
Crystal
 
Crystal DePeuter
Constituency Office for Hon. Patty Hajdu M.P.
Thunder Bay-Superior North
 
P: 807-766-2091
F: 807-766-2094

mailto:Simmer.Anand@HydroOne.com
mailto:Melissa.Raby@HydroOne.com
mailto:Steven.Mantifel@HydroOne.com
http://www.hydroone.com/
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May 28, 2018 
 
Honourable Patty Hajdu, P.C., MP Thunder Bay-Superior North  
705 Unit 3 Red River Road 
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 1J3 
 
Via email 
 
Dear Minister Hajdu: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission 
line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be published 
in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The attached community flyer, 
which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and interest groups in your community and 
along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with local elected officials, and would like to offer you and any 
interested staff a “preview” in the hour leading up to the public sessions. You are more than welcome to 
stay for the public session as well. If you would prefer to set up a meeting at a different time, please contact 
us at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
 
 
 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue
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WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  


JOIGNEZ-VOUS À NOUS :
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Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway
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E: patty.hajdu.c1@parl.gc.ca
 
 

From: Simmer.Anand@HydroOne.com [mailto:Simmer.Anand@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: May 28, 2018 10:25 AM
To: Hajdu, Patty - M.P.
Subject: Update on Hydro One's Lake Superior Link
 
Dear Minister Hajdu,
 
As you are aware, Hydro One filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board earlier this year, to
 construct the Lake Superior Link, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer
 Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. We have now initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
 proposed project. The attached newspaper ad, which will be running this week and next week in
 local newspapers, contains more information. I have also attached a flyer which will be delivered to
 residents in the project area over the coming days.
 
Similar to the information drop-ins we held along our proposed route in March, we will be hosting a
 series of Community Information Centres in your area in mid-June. The public session in Thunder

 Bay will be at the Valhalla Inn on Monday, June 11th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. We would like to invite
 you to attend a preview from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  You are all more than welcome to stay for the
 public session as well.
 
Please let me know if this is of interest.
 
Thank you!
 
With kind regards,

Simmer Anand
Sr. External Relations Advisor
P: 416 345 6818
C: 437 992 9976

www.HydroOne.com

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:patty.hajdu.c1@parl.gc.ca
mailto:Simmer.Anand@HydroOne.com
mailto:Simmer.Anand@HydroOne.com
http://www.hydroone.com/
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Dear Minister Hajdu:
 
As you are aware, earlier this year Hydro One filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board to
 construct the Lake Superior Link, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer
 Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. We have now initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
 proposed project. The attached newspaper ad, which will be running this week and next week in
 local newspapers, contains more information. I have also attached a flyer which will be delivered to
 residents in the project area over the coming days.
 
Similar to the information drop-ins we held along our proposed route in March, we will be hosting a
 series of Community Information Centres in your area in mid-June. The public session in Thunder

 Bay will be at the Valhalla Inn on Monday, June 11th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  We would like to invite
 you to attend a preview from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  You are all more than welcome to stay for the
 public session as well.
 
Thank you!
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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May 28, 2018 
 
Honourable Patty Hajdu, P.C., MP Thunder Bay-Superior North  
705 Unit 3 Red River Road 
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 1J3 
 
Via email 
 
Dear Minister Hajdu: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission 
line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be published 
in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The attached community flyer, 
which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and interest groups in your community and 
along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with local elected officials, and would like to offer you and any 
interested staff a “preview” in the hour leading up to the public sessions. You are more than welcome to 
stay for the public session as well. If you would prefer to set up a meeting at a different time, please contact 
us at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
 
 
 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue
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WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  


JOIGNEZ-VOUS À NOUS :
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Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway
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MPP Algoma – Manitoulin 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link - MPP Mantha
Attachments: image001.jpg

image003.jpg
MPP Mantha - NoC - May 28th.pdf

Dear MPP Mantha:
 
As you are aware, earlier this year Hydro One filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board to
 construct the Lake Superior Link, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer
 Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. We have now initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
 proposed project. The attached newspaper ad, which will be running this week and next week in
 local newspapers, contains more information. I have also attached a flyer which will be delivered to
 residents in the project area over the coming days.
 
Similar to the information drop-ins we held along our proposed route in March, we will be hosting a
 series of Community Information Centres in your area in mid-June. The public session in Wawa will

 be at the Royal Canadian Legion Brand 429 on Thursday, June 14th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. We would
 like to invite you to attend a preview from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  You are all more than welcome to
 stay for the public session as well.
 
Thank you!
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email






 Hydro One Networks Inc. 
Community Relations 
483 Bay Street 
South Tower, 6th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2P5 
www.HydroOne.com 
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May 28, 2018 
 
MPP Michael Mantha, Algoma-Manitoulin  
18 Mary Walk 
Elliot Lake, ON P5A 2A1 
 
Via email 
 
Dear MPP Mantha: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission 
line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be published 
in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The attached community flyer, 
which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and interest groups in your community and 
along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with local elected officials, and would like to offer you and any 
interested staff a “preview” in the hour leading up to the public sessions. You are more than welcome to 
stay for the public session as well. If you would prefer to set up a meeting at a different time, please contact 
us at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
 
 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue
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WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  


JOIGNEZ-VOUS À NOUS :


")


")


")


_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


Lac Supérieur 


Red Rock


Première Nation 
Fort William 


Première Nation 
Michipicoten


PARC NATIONAL 
PUKASKWA 


Wawa


Dorion


Nipigon


Marathon


Schreiber Terrace Bay


White River


Thunder Bay


PT DE WAWA


PT DE LAKEHEAD


PT DE MARATHON 
ROUTE 17


R


OUTE


11
/ 1


7


R
O


UT
E


11


ROUTE 101


RO UTE 17


Première Nation 
Ojibway de 
Pic River 


Bande indienne 
de Red Rock 


Première Nation 
Pays Plat 


Première Nation 
Pic Mobert 


_̂
[0 20 40


km1/900 000


") Poste de transformation (PT)


Réserve Première Nation 


Itinéraire de référence 
Autre itinéraire de référence


Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway
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MPP Thunder Bay – Atikokan  

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link - MPP Mauro
Attachments: image001.jpg

image002.jpg
MPP Mauro - NoC - May 28th.pdf

Dear MPP Mauro:
 
As you are aware, earlier this year Hydro One filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board to
 construct the Lake Superior Link, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer
 Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. We have now initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
 proposed project. The attached newspaper ad, which will be running this week and next week in
 local newspapers, contains more information. I have also attached a flyer which will be delivered to
 residents in the project area over the coming days.
 
Similar to the information drop-ins we held along our proposed route in March, we will be hosting a
 series of Community Information Centres in your area in mid-June. The public session in Thunder

 Bay will be at the Valhalla Inn on Monday, June 11th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  We would like to invite
 you to attend a preview from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  You are all more than welcome to stay for the
 public session as well.
 
Thank you!
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email






 Hydro One Networks Inc. 
Community Relations 
483 Bay Street 
South Tower, 6th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2P5 
www.HydroOne.com 
 


 
Tel:  1-877-345-6799 
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 


  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


May 28, 2018 
 
MPP Bill Mauro, Thunder Bay-Atikokan 
240 South Syndicate Avenue 
Thunder Bay, ON P7E 1C8 
 
Via email 
 
Dear MPP Mauro: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission 
line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be published 
in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The attached community flyer, 
which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and interest groups in your community and 
along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with local elected officials, and would like to offer you and any 
interested staff a “preview” in the hour leading up to the public sessions. You are more than welcome to 
stay for the public session as well. If you would prefer to set up a meeting at a different time, please contact 
us at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
 
 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue
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WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  


JOIGNEZ-VOUS À NOUS :
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Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway
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MPP Thunder Bay – Superior North  

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link - MPP Gravelle
Attachments: image001.jpg

image003.jpg
MPP Gravelle - NoC - May 28th.pdf

Dear MPP Gravelle:
 
As you are aware, earlier this year Hydro One filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board to
 construct the Lake Superior Link, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer
 Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. We have now initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
 proposed project. The attached newspaper ad, which will be running this week and next week in
 local newspapers, contains more information. I have also attached a flyer which will be delivered to
 residents in the project area over the coming days.
 
Similar to the information drop-ins we held along our proposed route in March, we will be hosting a
 series of Community Information Centres in your area in mid-June. The public session in Thunder

 Bay will be at the Valhalla Inn on Monday, June 11th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. We would like to invite
 you to attend a preview from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  You are all more than welcome to stay for the
 public session as well.
 
Thank you!
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email






 Hydro One Networks Inc. 
Community Relations 
483 Bay Street 
South Tower, 6th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2P5 
www.HydroOne.com 
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May 28, 2018 
 
MPP Michael Gravelle, Thunder Bay-Superior North  
179 Algoma Street South 
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 3C1 
 
Via email 
 
Dear MPP Gravelle: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission 
line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be published 
in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The attached community flyer, 
which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and interest groups in your community and 
along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with local elected officials, and would like to offer you and any 
interested staff a “preview” in the hour leading up to the public sessions. You are more than welcome to 
stay for the public session as well. If you would prefer to set up a meeting at a different time, please contact 
us at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
 
 
 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue


")


")


")


_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


_̂


Lake Superior


Red Rock


Fort William 
First Nation


Michipicoten
First Nation


PUKASKWA 
NATIONAL  PARK


Wawa


Dorion


Nipigon


Marathon


Schreiber
Terrace Bay


White River


Thunder Bay


WAWA TS


LAKEHEAD TS


MARATHON TS
HIGHWAY 17


HIG HW


AY 1 1&
17


H
IG


HW
AY


11


HIGHWAY 101


HIG HWAY 17


Ojibways of 
Pic River 


First Nation


Red Rock 
Indian Band


Pays Plat 
First Nation


Pic Mobert 
First Nation


[1:900,000
0 20 40


km


First Nation reserve


") Transformer Station (TS)


Reference Route


Reference Route Alternative


_̂ Community Information Centre Location


WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  


JOIGNEZ-VOUS À NOUS :
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Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway
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Municipality of Shuniah 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: pgreenwood@shuniah.org
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 2:59:16 PM

Dear Mr. Greenwood
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the township via email to this email
 address. In addition Hydro One will distribute one paper copy to be made available for public review
 at the municipal office located at: 420 Leslie Avenue, Thunder Bay, ON P7A 1X8, office hours
 Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 
If there are needs for additional paper copies, or if the above information is inaccurate please notify
 us by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to ensure time for delivery of the printed documents. We can be
 reached via email:  Community.Relations@HydroOne.com or telephone: 1-877-345-6799.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
Thank you,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Hydro One
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:pgreenwood@shuniah.org
mailto:Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: nhunley@shuniah.org; pgreenwood@shuniah.org
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link Project - Update
Date: August 7, 2018 3:57:20 PM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_Municipal notification_Municipality of Shuniah.pdf

Good afternoon Ms. Hunley-Johansen and Mr. Greenwood:  
 
Please see attached a notification letter that Hydro One has released a revised draft Terms of
 Reference for our Lake Superior Link project.
 
Can I ask that Ms. Hunley-Johansen kindly circulate this to Mayor and members of Council? 
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

 
 
 
 

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:nhunley@shuniah.org
mailto:pgreenwood@shuniah.org



 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 
Community Relations 
483 Bay Street 
South Tower, 6th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2P5 
www.HydroOne.com 
 


 
Tel:  1-877-345-6799 
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


August 7, 2018 
 
Mayor Wendy Landry 
and Members of Council 
Municipality of Shuniah 
420 Leslie Avenue 
Thunder Bay, ON P7A 1X8 
 
Via email 
 
 
Dear Mayor Landry and Council: 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with municipalities and 
community stakeholders will continue throughout the life of the project.  
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Steven Mantifel 
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
cc Mr. Paul Greenwood, CAO/Deputy Treasurer/Deputy Clerk, Municipality of Shuniah 
Ms. Nadene Hunley-Johansen, Clerk/Manager of Planning, Municipality of Shuniah 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: pgreenwood@shuniah.org
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Attachments: image003.jpg

Shuniah - NoC - May 28th.pdf

Dear Mr. Greenwood:
 
As you are aware, earlier this year Hydro One filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board to
 construct the Lake Superior Link, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer
 Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. We have now initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
 proposed project. The attached newspaper ad, which will be running this week and next week in
 local newspapers, contains more information. I have also attached a flyer which will be delivered to
 residents in the project area over the coming days.
 
Similar to the information drop-ins we held along our proposed route in March, we will be hosting a
 series of Community Information Centres in your area in mid-June. The public session in Thunder

 Bay will be at the Valhalla Inn on Monday, June 11th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  We would like to invite
 Mayor Landry, members of Council, you and interested staff to attend a preview from 4:00 p.m. to
 5:00 p.m.  You are all more than welcome to stay for the public session as well.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate the attached to Mayor Landry, members of Council and interested
 staff? 
 
Thank you!
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:pgreenwood@shuniah.org




 Hydro One Networks Inc. 
Community Relations 
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May 28, 2018 
 
Mayor Wendy Landry 
and Members of Council 
Municipality of Shuniah 
420 Leslie Avenue 
Thunder Bay ON P7A 1X8 
 
Dear Mayor Landry and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission 
line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be published 
in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The attached community flyer, 
which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and interest groups in your community and 
along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with local elected officials, and would like to offer you, Council 
and any interested staff a “preview” in the hour leading up to the public sessions. You are more than 
welcome to stay for the public session as well. If you would prefer to set up a meeting at a different time, 
please contact us at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
cc Mr. Paul Greenwood, CAO/Deputy Treasurer/Deputy Clerk, Municipality of Shuniah 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue
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WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  
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Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway
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From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: pgreenwood@shuniah.org
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 11, 2018 12:12:20 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Shuniah - ToR open for comments - June 11.pdf

Dear Mr. Greenwood:
Hydro One recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of Reference (ToR) for our
 Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA). The project is for a new
 transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS. The draft ToR
 document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018. Please see
 the attached document with more information.
Thank you!
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:pgreenwood@shuniah.org
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June 11, 2018 
 
Mayor Wendy Landry 
and Members of Council 
Municipality of Shuniah 
420 Leslie Avenue 
Thunder Bay ON P7A 1X8 
 
Dear Mayor Landry and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of 
Reference (ToR) for our Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA).  The project is 
for a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS.   The draft ToR 
document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018.  
 
The ToR sets out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements 
when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that will be 
undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route 
alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects. 
 
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public and other 
interested persons are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. The draft ToR document 
can be reviewed on Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link Project page www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. 
A hard copy of the document will be delivered to your office the week of June 11, 2018 for review as well.  
 
Upon completion of the ToR, the document will be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in 
the ToR. 
 
If you have comments, inquiries or requests for additional information please feel free to reach out to me at 
1-877-345-6799 or email Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
cc Mr. Paul Greenwood, CAO/Deputy Treasurer/Deputy Clerk, Municipality of Shuniah 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Municipality of Wawa 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: cwray@wawa.cc
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 3:04:01 PM

Dear Mr. Wray
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the township via email to this email
 address. In addition Hydro One will distribute one paper copy to be made available for public review
 at the municipal office located at: 40 Broadway Avenue, PO Box 500, Wawa, ON P0S 1K0, office
 hours Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 
If there are needs for additional paper copies, or if the above contact information is inaccurate
 please notify us by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to ensure time for delivery of the printed
 documents. We can be reached via email:  Community.Relations@HydroOne.com or telephone: 1-
877-345-6799.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
Thank you,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Hydro One
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:cwray@wawa.cc
mailto:Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: cwray@wawa.cc
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link Project - Update
Date: August 7, 2018 3:57:44 PM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_Municipal notification_Municipality of Wawa.pdf

Good afternoon Mr. Wray:
 
Please see attached a notification letter that Hydro One has released a revised draft Terms of
 Reference for our Lake Superior Link project.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate this to Mayor and members of Council? 
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:cwray@wawa.cc
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August 7, 2018 
 
Mayor Ron Rody  
and Members of Council  
Municipality of Wawa  
40 Broadway Avenue, PO Box 500  
Wawa, ON P0S 1K0 
 
Via email 
 
 
Dear Mayor Rody and Council: 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with municipalities and 
community stakeholders will continue throughout the life of the project.  
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Steven Mantifel 
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
cc Mr. Chris Wray, CAO/Clerk-Treasurer, Municipality of Wawa 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: cwray@wawa.cc
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 11, 2018 12:09:28 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Wawa - ToR open for comments - June 11.pdf

Dear Mr. Wray:
Hydro One recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of Reference (ToR) for our
 Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA). The project is for a new
 transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS. The draft ToR
 document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018. Please see
 the attached document with more information.
Thank you!
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:cwray@wawa.cc
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June 11, 2018 
 
Mayor Ron Rody  
and Members of Council 
Municipality of Wawa 
40 Broadway Avenue, PO Box 500 
Wawa, ON P0S 1K0 
 
Dear Mayor Rody and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of 
Reference (ToR) for our Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA).  The project is 
for a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS.   The draft ToR 
document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018.  
 
The ToR sets out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements 
when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that will be 
undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route 
alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects. 
 
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public and other 
interested persons are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. The draft ToR document 
can be reviewed on Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link Project page www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. 
A hard copy of the document will be delivered to your office the week of June 11, 2018 for review as well.  
 
Upon completion of the ToR, the document will be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in 
the ToR. 
 
If you have comments, inquiries or requests for additional information please feel free to reach out to me at 
1-877-345-6799 or email Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
cc Mr. Chris Wray, CAO/Clerk-Treasurer, Municipality of Wawa 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: cwray@wawa.cc
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Attachments: image003.jpg

Wawa - NoC - May 28th.pdf

Dear Mr. Wray:
 
As you are aware, earlier this year Hydro One filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board to
 construct the Lake Superior Link, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer
 Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. We have now initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
 proposed project. The attached newspaper ad, which will be running this week and next week in
 local newspapers, contains more information. I have also attached a flyer which will be delivered to
 residents in the project area over the coming days.
 
Similar to the information drop-ins we held along our proposed route in March, we will be hosting a
 series of Community Information Centres in your area in mid-June. The public session in Wawa will

 be at the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 429 on Thursday, June 14th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  We
 would like to invite Mayor Rody, members of Council, you and interested staff to attend a preview
 from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  You are all more than welcome to stay for the public session as well.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate the attached to Mayor Rody, members of Council and interested
 staff? 
 
Thank you!
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:cwray@wawa.cc
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May 28, 2018 
 
Mayor Ron Rody  
and Members of Council 
Municipality of Wawa 
40 Broadway Avenue, PO Box 500 
Wawa, ON P0S 1K0 
 
Dear Mayor Rody and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission 
line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be published 
in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The attached community flyer, 
which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and interest groups in your community and 
along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with local elected officials, and would like to offer you, Council 
and any interested staff a “preview” in the hour leading up to the public sessions. You are more than 
welcome to stay for the public session as well. If you would prefer to set up a meeting at a different time, 
please contact us at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
cc Mr. Chris Wray, CAO/Clerk-Treasurer, Municipality of Wawa 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue
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WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  


JOIGNEZ-VOUS À NOUS :
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Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway
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Natural Resources Canada 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Campbell, Deborah (INFC)
To: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
Cc: Medved, Luka
Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: June 12, 2018 9:43:09 AM

Good morning Bruce,
 
Thank you for your follow-up.  Please remove me from your contact list.
 
Regards,
 
 
Deborah
 
 
 

From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: June-04-18 9:38 PM
To: Campbell, Deborah (INFC) <deborah.campbell@canada.ca>
Cc: Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the
 Lake Superior Link Project
 
Hi Deborah,
Thank you for your email. Your contact information was provided to us by the Ontario Ministry of
 Environment and Climate change as an agency that should be notified of the project in the event
 that it is of interest. If the project is of interest to your agency you can provide comments and
 continue to receive information as the project progresses. However, if the project is not of interest
 to your agency please let us know and we can remove you from our contact list.
 
Thank you,
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

From: Campbell, Deborah (INFC) [mailto:deborah.campbell@canada.ca] 
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2018 12:29 PM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the
 Lake Superior Link Project
 

mailto:deborah.campbell@canada.ca
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
mailto:deborah.campbell@canada.ca


*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Good afternoon Bruce,
 
I am not too certain why this was sent my way – perhaps it was a mis-send?
 
Thanks,
 
Deborah
 

From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: May 28, 2018 10:38 AM
To: Campbell, Deborah (NRCAN/RNCAN) <deborah.campbell@canada.ca>
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the
 Lake Superior Link Project
 
Hello Deborah Campbell,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:deborah.campbell@canada.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nav Canada 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Wallace, Craig; Lafleur, Adriana
Cc: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: 18-2711 - JF21410 - Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for

 the Lake Superior Link Project
Date: June 3, 2018 6:06:47 PM
Attachments: image003.png

image001.jpg
LSL_NoC_Agency Letter NC.pdf
Multiple Obstacle.xlsx

Importance: High

From: Land Use [mailto:LandUse@navcanada.ca] 
Sent: Monday, May 28, 2018 7:10 PM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: Fleming, John Michael
Subject: FW: 18-2711 - JF21410 - Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of
 Reference for the Lake Superior Link Project
Importance: High
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hello Bruce,
 
We have received the attached document which would need to be assessed by our Land Use office
 for impacts to our Air Navigation Systems.
 
Transport Canada is the Federal regulatory body that evaluates obstacles via the Aeronautical
 Assessment Form for  Obstruction Marking and Lighting, primarily for issues regarding tower-
obstacle-building lighting, painting-marking requirements and airport zoning restrictions. Transport
 Canada and NAV CANADA share information for the protection of the Air Navigation System.
 
NAV CANADA owns Canada’s Air Navigation System. The Land Use evaluation process determines
 any potential impacts that may affect the safety of the Air Navigation System from various
 proposals. Please complete a Land Use submission for your project. We would also need a map
 depicting the location of the project and identifying each pole.  Here is a link to the NAV CANADA
 Land Use webpage.
 
http://www.navcanada.ca/EN/products-and-services/Pages/land-use-program-submission.aspx
 
I have also attached a spreadsheet to be completed in the format given.
 
Thank you.
 
Diane Levesque
Land Use / Utilisation de terrains
AERONAUTICAL INFORMATION MANAGEMENT (AIM) NAV CANADA
Personal: diane.levesque@navcanada.ca
Group: landuse@navcanada.ca 
1601 avenue Tom Roberts Avenue Ottawa, ON K1V 1E5
T. 613-936-5135 / Toll-free 866- 577-0247 / F. 613-248-4094

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adriana.Lafleur@snclavalin.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:LandUse@navcanada.ca
http://www.navcanada.ca/EN/products-and-services/Pages/land-use-program-submission.aspx
mailto:diane.levesque@navcanada.ca
mailto:landuse@navcanada.ca
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Multiple Obstacle Template



		Obstacle information												Upon completion

		Number		LAT
dd mm ss.ss

Christopher Csatlos: Christopher Csatlos:
Please do not use symbols in location ( ° / ' / " ).		LONG
-ddd mm ss.ss

Christopher Csatlos: Christopher Csatlos:
Please do not use symbols in location ( ° / ' / " ). Please express west longitude as a negative number (i.e. -120)		Ground
Elevation (Feet)		Structure
Height (Feet)		Total
Height (Feet)

Christopher Csatlos: Christopher Csatlos:
Total height is automatically calculated from ground elevation and structure height, then rounded up to the next nearest foot.		Lighted Y/N		Painted Y/N		Construction        Date

		Example 1		60 39 16.59		-110 36 14.01		2162.50		463.00		2626		Y		N		15-Jun-07
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From: Fleming, John Michael 
Sent: May-28-18 10:46 AM
To: Land Use
Subject: 18-2711 - JF21410 - Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of
 Reference for the Lake Superior Link Project
Importance: High
 
Good morning,
 
The following was received by Customer Service.  I am unsure if this is something that requires a Land
 Use submission.  I am forwarding for your review and feedback.
 
Thanks.
 
John Michael (J.M.) Fleming
Customer Service Representative | représentant, Service à la clientèle
Customer Contact Centre | Centre de contact avec la clientèle 
NAV CANADA
fleminj@navcanada.ca
77 rue Metcalfe St., Ottawa, ON K1P 5L6 
T. 613-563-3254 
www.navcanada.ca 

 
If you do not wish to receive further electronic communications, please click HERE.
Si vous ne désirez plus recevoir de communications électroniques, veuillez cliquer ICI.

 
 
 
From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: May-28-18 10:34 AM
To: Customer Service Centre/ Service à la clientèle
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake
 Superior Link Project
 
Hello Nav Canada,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.

mailto:fleminj@navcanada.ca
http://www.navcanada.ca/
mailto:UNSUBSCRIBE_DESABONNER@navcanada.ca?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE%20|%20D??SABONNER
mailto:UNSUBSCRIBE_DESABONNER@navcanada.ca?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE%20|%20D??SABONNER
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com


 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This electronic message, as well as any transmitted files included in the electronic message, may contain privileged or confidential
 information and is intended solely for the use of the individual(s) or entity to which it is addressed. If you have received this electronic
 message in error please notify the sender immediately and delete the electronic message. Any unauthorized copying, disclosure or
 distribution of the electronic message is strictly forbidden. NAV CANADA accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus and/or
 other malicious code transmitted by this electronic communication.

Le présent message électronique et tout fichier qui peut y être joint peuvent contenir des renseignements privilégiés ou confidentiels
 destinés à l’usage exclusif des personnes ou des organismes à qui ils s’adressent. Si vous avez reçu ce message électronique par
 erreur, veuillez en informer l’expéditeur immédiatement et supprimez le. Toute reproduction, divulgation ou distribution du présent
 message électronique est strictement interdite. NAV CANADA n’assume aucune responsabilité en cas de dommage causé par tout virus
 ou autre programme malveillant transmis par ce message électronique.

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Medved, Luka
To: "kevin.leveque@ontario.ca"
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 4:32:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Dear Mr. Leveque:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to Ontario Parks, Northwest Zone via email
 to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your
 system. Thank you.

mailto:kevin.leveque@ontario.ca
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
http://www.snclavalin.com/







From: Medved, Luka
To: "tamara.flannigan@ontario.ca"
Cc: Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: FW: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 4:35:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Hello Tamara,
 
In Bridget’s absence, please note the email below.
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your
 system. Thank you.

 

From: Medved, Luka 
Sent: August 22, 2018 4:34 PM
To: 'bridget.schulte-hostedde@ontario.ca'
Cc: Wallace, Craig; 'Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com'; 'Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com'
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
 
Dear Ms. Schulte-Hostedde:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to Ontario Parks, Northeast Zone via email
 to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 

mailto:tamara.flannigan@ontario.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com







The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your
 system. Thank you.

 
 

http://www.snclavalin.com/
http://pride.snclavalin.com/
http://www.snclavalin.com/


From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: bridget.schulte-hostedde@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:34:11 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter_OP2.pdf

Hello Bridget Schulte-Hostedde,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:bridget.schulte-hostedde@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: kevin.leveque@ontario.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:34:19 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter_OP1.pdf

Hello Kevin Leveque,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:kevin.leveque@ontario.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Medved, Luka
To: "christine.drake@pc.gc.ca"
Cc: "sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca"; Wallace, Craig; "Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com"; "Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com"
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 3:54:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png

Dear Ms. Drake:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to Parks Canada - (Pukaskwa National Park)
 via email to this email address.
 
If there are needs for any paper copies, or if the above mailing address is inaccurate please notify
 myself or Adam Haulena at Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to
 ensure time for delivery of the printed documents.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 

Luka Medved, MEM, EPt
Environmental Planner
Environment & Geoscience
Infrastructure

Tel.: 416-252-5315 x 54561

SNC-Lavalin
195 The West Mall
Toronto | Ontario | Canada | M9C 5K1

 snclavalin.com

NOTICE - This email message and any attachments may contain information or material that is confidential, privileged,
 and/or subject to copyright or other rights. Any unauthorized viewing, disclosure, retransmission, dissemination, or other
 use of or reliance on this message or anything contained therein is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you believe
 you may have received this message in error, kindly inform the sender by return email and delete this message from your
 system. Thank you.

 

mailto:christine.drake@pc.gc.ca
mailto:sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca
mailto:Craig.Wallace@snclavalin.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
http://www.snclavalin.com/
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http://www.snclavalin.com/







From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Lake Superior Link revised draft Terms of Reference
Date: August 28, 2018 7:02:22 PM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_Notification_Parks Canada.pdf

20180807_Lake Superior Link Draft RoC for the Proposed ToR - Parks Canada Comment and Responses
 Table.pdf
RevisedDraftofLakeSuperiorLinkTermsofReference_Comments_2018_08_21.docx

From: Christine.Drake@pc.gc.ca [mailto:Christine.Drake@pc.gc.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2018 1:19 PM
To: HAULENA Adam; HOPPER Bruce
Cc: courtney.irvine@pc.gc.ca; sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca; lynn.lefort@pc.gc.ca; marie-
claude.martel@pc.gc.ca; jeanette.goulet@pc.gc.ca
Subject: Re: Lake Superior Link revised draft Terms of Reference
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hi Adam & Bruce, 

Just a couple points of clarification for you on the responses to our input. 
We can discuss further on Thursday if you have questions. 

Regards, 
Christine 

Christine Drake 

A/ Park Superintendent, Pukaskwa National Park 
Parks Canada / Government of Canada 
christine.drake@pc.gc.ca / cell : 807-229-0801 x266 

Directrice du parc p.i., parc national Pukaskwa
Parcs Canada / Gouvernement du Canada

christine.drake@pc.gc.ca / Tél. : 807-229-0801 x266 

Parks Canada - 450 000 km² of memories/ Parcs Canada - 450 000 km² de souvenirs 

From:        <Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com> 
To:        <christine.drake@pc.gc.ca> 
Date:        08/08/2018 11:21 AM 
Subject:        Lake Superior Link revised draft Terms of Reference

mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
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August 7, 2018 


 
Mrs. Christine Drake, Pukaskwa Park Superintendent 
Parks Canada 
P.O. Box 212 
Heron Bay, ON, P0T 1R0 
 
Via email - christine.drake@pc.gc.ca  
 
 
Dear Mrs. Christine Drake, 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with government agencies, 
Indigenous communities, municipalities and community stakeholders will continue throughout the life 
of the project.  
 
Please see the attached summary of Hydro One responses to Parks Canada comments and 
corresponding modifications to the draft Terms of Reference.  If you have comments or would like to 
discuss please feel free to reach out to me at 1-416-779-0257 or email Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com or 
1-416-345-6596 or email Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com. 


 
Sincerely,  


 
Bruce Hopper 
Environmental Planner, Environmental Programs and Approvals 
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 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision 


 Parks Canada, Christine Drake, Pukaskwa Park Superintendent, Email Dated July 9, 2018 to Bruce Hopper, Hydro One Networks 
Inc. (HONI) 


PNP - 1 Section 2.5 (Comment) 


“Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 
(CEA Act).” 


Normally we refer to this as CEAA 2012. 


The text has been revised to: Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 
(CEAA 2012). CEAA 2012 will replace all 
CEA Act references in the document. 


Change made in Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 


 


PNP – 2 Section 2.5 (Text Adjustment) 


“The Lake Superior Lake project is not 
considered a “designated project” as the 
Project does not meet the requirements as 
stipulated in the regulation designating 
physical activities, and therefore the CEA 
Act does not apply.”  


This is incorrect, as Section 67 of CEAA 
2012 applies to this project. 


The text has been revised in Section 2.5 
to: “The Lake Superior Link project is not 
considered a “designated project” as the 
Project does not meet the requirements 
as stipulated in the regulation 
designating physical activities”. Although 
the Lake Superior Link project is not a 
designated project, it is acknowledged 
that Section 67 approval under CEAA 
2012 will apply to the Project.”  


Change made in Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2  


 


PNP – 3 Section 2.5 (Text Adjustment) 


“Although the Lake Superior Link project is 
not a designated project under the CEA 
Act, the Project may will require federal 
approvals or authorizations where the 
transmission route crosses federal lands” 


The text has been revised to replace 
“may” with “will” require. This is in 
acknowledgement of Section 67 
approvals that will be required.  


Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 revised.  


PNP – 4 Section 2.5 (Text Adjustment) 


The 4th paragraph is confusing. The new 
project vs the “maintenance” project 


Text has been revised to provide clarity 
with respect to the proposed renewal of 
the existing Hydro One infrastructure and 
the current License of Occupation with 


Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 revised. 


1 
 







should be more defined. I would not give 
detail of the renewed project as it is not 
the mandate of this ToR. 


Parks Canada. The change of existing 
towers to quad-circuit towers has been 
clarified as part of the Project. 


PNP – 5 Section 2.5 (Text Adjustment) 


“Authorization for works within Pukaskwa 
National Park will be required from Parks 
Canada. Hydro One currently has a 
License of Occupation for its existing 
infrastructure and this license is currently 
being renewed, remaining in effect until 
such renewal is complete. Upgrades to 
existing infrastructure within the Park are 
allowable within the existing license 
agreement as they are not considered 
new development.  


The completion of either a Detailed Impact 
Assessment will be necessary to fulfill 
Section 67 of the CEAA 2012 legal 
requirement for the section of the 
Reference Route which passes through 
Pukaskwa National Park. 


The text has been updated to 
acknowledge a Detailed Impact 
Assessment will be necessary to fulfill 
Section 67 of CEAA 2012 for the section 
of the transmission line which passes 
through Pukaskwa National Park. In 
addition, the text acknowledges that a 
land use permit or equivalent 
authorization under Section 28(2) of the 
Indian Act to use federal lands (i.e. to 
allow for crossing of First Nation 
reserves) may be required by Indigenous 
Services Canada. 


 


Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 revised. 


PNP – 6 Section 2.5 (Text Adjustment) 


Parks Canada has confirmed in a letter 
sent on 27 November 2017 that Parks 
Canada is prepared to continue to 
consider the Hydro One request in 
accordance with the License of 
Occupation, applicable laws and policies, 
and Indigenous consultation obligations. 
Additionally, mitigations would need to be 
identified and more information on 


The identified text has been removed.  


 


The identified text has been removed in 
Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2. 


2 
 







construction impacts, as per Article 8.01 of 
the current License Agreement, is 
required, as well as completion of either a 
Basic or Detailed Impact Assessment 
under Section 67 of the CEA Act. An 
updated Environmental Evaluation Report 
was provided to Parks Canada on January 
24, 2018, which satisfies the requirements 
of the agreement. Studies and 
consultation will address impacts and 
mitigations within the Park area and the 
Impact Assessment will be provided to 
Parks Canada per Section 67.” 


Please remove the identified text.  


PNP – 7 Section 2.5 (Text Adjustment) 


“An updated Environmental Evaluation 
Report was provided to Parks Canada on 
January 24, 2018, which satisfies the 
requirements of the agreement.” 


This is incorrect: the Environmental 
Evaluation Report does not currently have 
approval to satisfy the requirements of the 
new License of Occupation (review is 
currently ongoing), and does not satisfy 
the requirements of this new construction 
(a DIA is required). 


The text has been removed revised to 
acknowledge the new License of 
Occupation will be approved following 
the completion of a DIA. 


Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 revised. 


PNP – 8 Section 2.7 (Text Adjustment) 


“Parks Canada Agency Act”  


Please change to Canada National Parks 


The text has been revised to reflect the 
correct wording. 


 


The text has been revised in Section 
2.2.5 to reflect the correct wording. 


3 
 







Act. 


PNP – 9 Section 5.2 (Text Adjustment) 


Please include visitors to Pukaskwa 
National Park to the stakeholder 
identification list.  


List has been has been updated to 
include “visitors to Pukaskwa National 
Park”. 


The stakeholder list in Section 9.4.3 
updated.  


PNP – 10 Section 5.3 (Comment)  


“Hydro One is committed to working 
closely with the Crown to ensure that the 
duty to consult Indigenous communities 
and groups is fulfilled”. 


Engagement and relationship between 
indigenous communities and Pukaskwa 
National Park should be considered. 


Engagement and relationship between 
indigenous communities and Pukaskwa 
National Park will be considered. 


The text has been revised in Section 9.2 
to acknowledge the comment provided. 


PNP – 11 Section 7 (Text Adjustment) 


Table 2, Natural Environment 


Please add in “Geophysical Structure” 


Comment accepted. Geophysical 
structure will be considered as a 
potential indicator for physical 
environment. 


 


Table has been removed. Reference to 
geophysical structure added to Section 
5.2.1. 
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 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision 


 Parks Canada, Christine Drake, Pukaskwa Park Superintendent, Email Dated July 9, 2018 to Bruce Hopper, Hydro One Networks 
Inc. (HONI) 


PNP - 1 Section 2.5 (Comment) 


“Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 
(CEA Act).” 


Normally we refer to this as CEAA 2012. 


The text has been revised to: Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 
(CEAA 2012). CEAA 2012 will replace all 
CEA Act references in the document. 


Change made in Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 


 


PNP – 2 Section 2.5 (Text Adjustment) 


“The Lake Superior Lake project is not 
considered a “designated project” as the 
Project does not meet the requirements as 
stipulated in the regulation designating 
physical activities, and therefore the CEA 
Act does not apply.”  


This is incorrect, as Section 67 of CEAA 
2012 applies to this project. 


The text has been revised in Section 2.5 
to: “The Lake Superior Link project is not 
considered a “designated project” as the 
Project does not meet the requirements 
as stipulated in the regulation 
designating physical activities”. Although 
the Lake Superior Link project is not a 
designated project, it is acknowledged 
that Section 67 approval under CEAA 
2012 will apply to the Project.”  


Change made in Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2  


 


PNP – 3 Section 2.5 (Text Adjustment) 


“Although the Lake Superior Link project is 
not a designated project under the CEA 
Act, the Project may will require federal 
approvals or authorizations where the 
transmission route crosses federal lands” 


The text has been revised to replace 
“may” with “will” require. This is in 
acknowledgement of Section 67 
approvals that will be required.  


Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 revised.  


PNP – 4 Section 2.5 (Text Adjustment) 


The 4th paragraph is confusing. The new 
project vs the “maintenance” project 


Text has been revised to provide clarity 
with respect to the proposed renewal of 
the existing Hydro One infrastructure and 
the current License of Occupation with 


Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 revised. 
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should be more defined. I would not give 
detail of the renewed project as it is not 
the mandate of this ToR. 


Parks Canada. The change of existing 
towers to quad-circuit towers has been 
clarified as part of the Project. 


PNP – 5 Section 2.5 (Text Adjustment) 


“Authorization for works within Pukaskwa 
National Park will be required from Parks 
Canada. Hydro One currently has a 
License of Occupation for its existing 
infrastructure and this license is currently 
being renewed, remaining in effect until 
such renewal is complete. Upgrades to 
existing infrastructure within the Park are 
allowable within the existing license 
agreement as they are not considered 
new development.  


The completion of either a Detailed Impact 
Assessment will be necessary to fulfill 
Section 67 of the CEAA 2012 legal 
requirement for the section of the 
Reference Route which passes through 
Pukaskwa National Park. 


The text has been updated to 
acknowledge a Detailed Impact 
Assessment will be necessary to fulfill 
Section 67 of CEAA 2012 for the section 
of the transmission line which passes 
through Pukaskwa National Park. In 
addition, the text acknowledges that a 
land use permit or equivalent 
authorization under Section 28(2) of the 
Indian Act to use federal lands (i.e. to 
allow for crossing of First Nation 
reserves) may be required by Indigenous 
Services Canada. 


 


Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 revised. 


PNP – 6 Section 2.5 (Text Adjustment) 


Parks Canada has confirmed in a letter 
sent on 27 November 2017 that Parks 
Canada is prepared to continue to 
consider the Hydro One request in 
accordance with the License of 
Occupation, applicable laws and policies, 
and Indigenous consultation obligations. 
Additionally, mitigations would need to be 
identified and more information on 


The identified text has been removed.  


 


The identified text has been removed in 
Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2. 


2 
 







construction impacts, as per Article 8.01 of 
the current License Agreement, is 
required, as well as completion of either a 
Basic or Detailed Impact Assessment 
under Section 67 of the CEA Act. An 
updated Environmental Evaluation Report 
was provided to Parks Canada on January 
24, 2018, which satisfies the requirements 
of the agreement. Studies and 
consultation will address impacts and 
mitigations within the Park area and the 
Impact Assessment will be provided to 
Parks Canada per Section 67.” 


Please remove the identified text.  


PNP – 7 Section 2.5 (Text Adjustment) 


“An updated Environmental Evaluation 
Report was provided to Parks Canada on 
January 24, 2018, which satisfies the 
requirements of the agreement.” 


This is incorrect: the Environmental 
Evaluation Report does not currently have 
approval to satisfy the requirements of the 
new License of Occupation (review is 
currently ongoing), and does not satisfy 
the requirements of this new construction 
(a DIA is required). 


The text has been removed revised to 
acknowledge the new License of 
Occupation will be approved following 
the completion of a DIA. 


Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 revised. 


PNP – 8 Section 2.7 (Text Adjustment) 


“Parks Canada Agency Act”  


Please change to Canada National Parks 


The text has been revised to reflect the 
correct wording. 


 


The text has been revised in Section 
2.2.5 to reflect the correct wording. 


3 
 







Act. 


PNP – 9 Section 5.2 (Text Adjustment) 


Please include visitors to Pukaskwa 
National Park to the stakeholder 
identification list.  


List has been has been updated to 
include “visitors to Pukaskwa National 
Park”. 


The stakeholder list in Section 9.4.3 
updated.  


PNP – 10 Section 5.3 (Comment)  


“Hydro One is committed to working 
closely with the Crown to ensure that the 
duty to consult Indigenous communities 
and groups is fulfilled”. 


Engagement and relationship between 
indigenous communities and Pukaskwa 
National Park should be considered. 


Engagement and relationship between 
indigenous communities and Pukaskwa 
National Park will be considered. 


The text has been revised in Section 9.2 
to acknowledge the comment provided. 


PNP – 11 Section 7 (Text Adjustment) 


Table 2, Natural Environment 


Please add in “Geophysical Structure” 


Comment accepted. Geophysical 
structure will be considered as a 
potential indicator for physical 
environment. 


 


Table has been removed. Reference to 
geophysical structure added to Section 
5.2.1. 
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Comments on Revised Draft of Lake Superior Link Terms of Reference (Submitted August 3, 2018)

August 20, 2018



Comments provided by: 

· Courtney Irvine, A/ Resource Management Officer II/ Impact Assessment Officer, Pukaskwa National Park, Parks Canada Agency 

· Christine Drake, A/ Park Superintendent, Pukaskwa National Park, Parks Canada Agency

Experts consulted: 

· Jason Crockett, Realty Advisor, Realty Services, Strategic Policy and Investment Directorate, Parks Canada Agency

· Marie-Claude Martel, Impact Assessment Specialist, Natural Resource Conservation Branch, Parks Canada Agency



In document 20180807_Lake Superior Link Draft RoC for the Proposed ToR – Parks Canada Comment and Responses Table

PNP-7: The Response Provided by Hydro One “The text has been removed revised to acknowledge the new License of Occupation will be approved following the completion of a DIA” is incorrect.  However, the text of sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 is mostly correct. 



In Revised Draft of Lake Superior Link Terms of Reference

Section 2.2.2

· “Upgrades to infrastructure within the Park to quad-circuit towers as part of the Lake Superior Link Project are allowable can be considered within the existing l License of Occupation agreement, provided all federal laws and policies including the results of the detailed impact assessment, and Indigenous consultation obligations are fulfilled.”

· “The completion of a Detailed Impact Assessment will be necessary to fulfill Section 67 of the CEAA 2012 legal requirement for the section of the Reference Route which passes through Pukaskwa National Park. The Detailed Impact Assessment will identify the potential effects of the Lake Superior Link Project to natural and cultural resources within Pukaskwa National Park and identify results of consultations with public, stakeholder and Indigenous groups about this Project within Pukaskwa National Park.”

Section 5.2.3

· Figures 4 and 5 should designate light green areas as provincial parks, national parks and ANSIs

Section 5.2.7

· Table 6 – Rangifer tarandus was observed in Pukaskwa National Park in 2016





From: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Lake Superior Link revised draft Terms of Reference
Date: August 8, 2018 1:54:36 PM

From: Christine.Drake@pc.gc.ca [mailto:Christine.Drake@pc.gc.ca] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2018 1:33 PM
To: HAULENA Adam
Subject: Re: Lake Superior Link revised draft Terms of Reference
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Received, thank you. 

Christine Drake 

A/ Park Superintendent, Pukaskwa National Park 
Parks Canada / Government of Canada 
christine.drake@pc.gc.ca / cell : 807-229-0801 x266 

Directrice du parc p.i., parc national Pukaskwa
Parcs Canada / Gouvernement du Canada

christine.drake@pc.gc.ca / Tél. : 807-229-0801 x266 

Parks Canada - 450 000 km² of memories/ Parcs Canada - 450 000 km² de souvenirs 

From:        <Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com> 
To:        <christine.drake@pc.gc.ca> 
Date:        08/08/2018 11:21 AM 
Subject:        Lake Superior Link revised draft Terms of Reference

Good morning, 
  
Please see the attached notification for the release of the revised draft Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior
 Link and responses to comments received during the draft review period. If you have comments or would like to
 discuss please feel free to reach out to Bruce at 1-416-779-0257 or Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com, or Adam
 Haulena at 1-416-345-6596 or Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Adam Haulena 
Planner, Environmental Programs and Approvals 
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Hydro One Networks Inc. 
T - 1-416-345-6596, C – 1-416-201-1108 
adam.haulena@hydroone.com 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email[attachment "Revised draft
 ToR_Notification_Parks Canada.pdf" deleted by Christine Drake/NOTES/PC/CA]
 [attachment "20180807_Lake Superior Link Draft RoC for the Proposed ToR - Parks Canada
 Comment and Responses Table.pdf" deleted by Christine Drake/NOTES/PC/CA]

mailto:adam.haulena@hydroone.com


Filed: 2018-02-15 
EB-2017-0364 
Exhibit C-01-02 
Attachment 2 
Page 1 of 1



From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Christine.Drake@pc.gc.ca
Cc: sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca; lynn.lefort@pc.gc.ca; courtney.irvine@pc.gc.ca; Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com;

 Medved, Luka; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Wallace, Craig
Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link Project -Terms of Reference open for comments
Date: July 9, 2018 2:55:51 PM

Hi Christine,
Thank you for your comments and the DIA information. We will have a look at it all and get back to
 you with any questions or concerns.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

From: Christine.Drake@pc.gc.ca [mailto:Christine.Drake@pc.gc.ca] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2018 11:34 AM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca; lynn.lefort@pc.gc.ca; courtney.irvine@pc.gc.ca
Subject: Re: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link Project -Terms of Reference open for
 comments
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hi Bruce, 

Attached are comments in response to the Draft Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link
 Transmission Project (DraftTermsofReference_Comments_2018_06_18.docx) 

Also - as mentioned a couple weeks ago - Parks Canada will require a Detailed Impact Analysis (DIA) to
 meet s.67 of CEAA 2012. A template for producing a Terms of Reference for a Parks Canada Agency
 DIA is attached (DIATermsOfReference_Guidelines_2018_06_22.docx). 

For that process - we ask that you complete drafts of Section 1, 2 & 4 for our review (Background,
 Description & Consultation).  Note that once submitted, we will require 30 days to review these three
 sections. If your EA team would like more explanation of the DIA process or guidance -- they can contact
 our EIA officer directly (Courtney Irvine at 807-229-0801 ext 239). 

Thanks, 
Christine 

Christine Drake 

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
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A/ Park Superintendent, Pukaskwa National Park 
Parks Canada / Government of Canada 
christine.drake@pc.gc.ca / cell : 807-229-0801 x266 

Directrice du park p.i., parc national Pukaskwa
Parcs Canada / Gouvernement du Canada

christine.drake@pc.gc.ca / Tél. : 807-229-0801 x266 

Parks Canada - 450 000 km² of memories/ Parcs Canada - 450 000 km² de souvenirs 

From:        <Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com> 
To:        <sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca>, <christine.drake@pc.gc.ca> 
Date:        11/06/2018 03:03 PM 
Subject:        Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link Project -Terms of Reference open for comments

Hi Sharon, Christine: 
  
Please find attached a letter and draft Terms of Reference for Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link project for your
 consideration. Feel free to contact me with any questions. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Bruce Hopper 
Environmental Planner 
Environmental Services 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 
416-779-0257 
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com 
  
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Numéro de la demande de permis de recherche et de collecte de Parcs Canada / Parks Canada Research

 Collection Permit Application No.:35622
Date: June 26, 2018 4:00:58 PM

 

From: Christine.Drake@pc.gc.ca [mailto:Christine.Drake@pc.gc.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 26, 2018 3:39 PM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca; lynn.lefort@pc.gc.ca
Subject: Fw: Numéro de la demande de permis de recherche et de collecte de Parcs Canada / Parks
 Canada Research Collection Permit Application No.:35622
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

fyi   

(this is for the tower inspection work) 

Christine Drake 

A/ Park Superintendent, Pukaskwa National Park 
Parks Canada / Government of Canada 
christine.drake@pc.gc.ca / cell : 807-229-0801 x266 

Directrice du park p.i., parc national Pukaskwa
Parcs Canada / Gouvernement du Canada

christine.drake@pc.gc.ca / Tél. : 807-229-0801 x266 

Parks Canada - 450 000 km² of memories/ Parcs Canada - 450 000 km² de souvenirs 

----- Forwarded by Christine Drake/NOTES/PC/CA on 26/06/2018 03:37 PM ----- 

From:        Lynn Lefort/NOTES/PC/CA 
To:        Alain.Delisle@snclavalin.com 
Cc:        Christine Drake/NOTES/PC/CA@PC 
Date:        26/06/2018 03:36 PM 
Subject:        Fw: Numéro de la demande de permis de recherche et de collecte de Parcs Canada / Parks Canada Research Collection
 Permit Application No.:35622

Hello, 

I have reviewed your research permit application for the field survey of foundations of the transmission
 towers and the bedrock topographical survey at each tower location.  It has been determined that this
 work does not require a research permit as it falls within  the terms of the current Licence of Occupation. 

Can you please provide us with your field schedule, and with a contact name and number in case of

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:christine.drake@pc.gc.ca
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mailto:Alain.Delisle@snclavalin.com


 emergencies. 

In terms of archaeological requirements for this inspection, if archaeological resources (i.e. structural
 remains and/or high artifact concentrations) are encountered, work should cease in the immediate area
 and the Park Superintendent, Christine Drake, should be contacted at 807-229-0801 ext. 266.  GPS
 coordinates and photos should be taken of the find spot and the cultural resource is not  to be removed
 unless instructed by us to do so. 

Site restoration activities are restricted to the limits of the borehole without any extra excavation or
 clearing. 

Please contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Thanks.

**************************************** 
Lynn Lefort 

Acting Manager, Resource Conservation, Pukaskwa National Park 
Parks Canada / Government of Canada 
P.O. Box 212, Heron Bay ON P0T 1R0 
Lynn.lefort@pc.gc.ca / Tel: 807-229-0801 ext. 232 

Gestionnaire de la Conservation des Ressources par interim, Parc national Pukaskwa 
Parcs Canada, Gouvernenment du Canada 
C.P. 212, Heron Bay ON P0T 1R0 
Lynn.lefort@pc.gc.ca / Tél: 807-229-0801 ext. 232

Parks Canada - 450 000 km2 of memories / Parcs Canada - 450 000 km2 de souvenirs

From:        <Marlow.Pellatt@pc.gc.ca> 
To:        <Lynn.Lefort@pc.gc.ca> 
Cc:        <Natalie.Asselin@pc.gc.ca>, <Jenna.Maclaurin@pc.gc.ca>, <Marie-Andree.Leith@pc.gc.ca>, <Lynn.Lefort@pc.gc.ca>,

 <Brenda.Jones@pc.gc.ca> 
Date:        25/06/2018 11:38 AM 
Subject:        Numéro de la demande de permis de recherche et de collecte de Parcs Canada / Parks Canada Research Collection
 Permit Application No.:35622

Vous avez recu une demande de permit de la part de Alain Delisle.Alain
 Delisle has made a request for a permit. 

Project Title: Hydro One Lake Superior Link ProkectResearch Nature:  Social
 Science/Science sociale 

Application Number/Numéro d'Application:
 35622http://intranet/apps/RPS/MainRPS_E.asp 

mailto:Lynn.lefort@pc.gc.ca
mailto:Lynn.lefort@pc.gc.ca
mailto:Marlow.Pellatt@pc.gc.ca
mailto:Lynn.Lefort@pc.gc.ca
mailto:Natalie.Asselin@pc.gc.ca
mailto:Jenna.Maclaurin@pc.gc.ca
mailto:Marie-Andree.Leith@pc.gc.ca
mailto:Lynn.Lefort@pc.gc.ca
mailto:Brenda.Jones@pc.gc.ca


From: Christine.Drake@pc.gc.ca
To: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
Cc: Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Medved, Luka; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca
Subject: Re: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -Community Information Centres -Biggtigong and Pic Mobert FN
Date: June 25, 2018 2:47:12 PM

Thanks Bruce, 
We won't be attending tonight. 

Christine Drake 

A/ Park Superintendent, Pukaskwa National Park 
Parks Canada / Government of Canada 
christine.drake@pc.gc.ca / cell : 807-229-0801 x266 

Directrice du park p.i., parc national Pukaskwa
Parcs Canada / Gouvernement du Canada

christine.drake@pc.gc.ca / Tél. : 807-229-0801 x266 

Parks Canada - 450 000 km² of memories/ Parcs Canada - 450 000 km² de souvenirs 

From:        <Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com> 
To:        <christine.drake@pc.gc.ca> 
Cc:        <patricia.staite@HydroOne.com>, <Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com>, <Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com>,

 <sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca> 
Date:        25/06/2018 10:09 AM 
Subject:        Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -Community Information Centres -Biggtigong and Pic Mobert FN 

Hi Christine, 
  
Hydro One will be holding Community Information Centres (CICs) for the Lake Superior Link Project at the following
 locations this week: 
  
·        Monday June 25th (tonight) Biigtigong Community Centre 6-8PM 
·        Tuesday June 26th Pic Mobert Recreational Hall 6-8 PM 
  
We will have display boards and a team to answer questions. If you are able, we hope you will stop by. I won’t be
 attending but my co-worker Adam Haulena will be there and will be happy to meet with you. 
  
Let me know if you have any questions or need further information. 
  
Thank you, 
  

mailto:Christine.Drake@pc.gc.ca
mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
mailto:sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca


Bruce Hopper 
Environmental Planner 
Environmental Services 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 
416-779-0257 
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com 
  
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com


From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: christine.drake@pc.gc.ca; sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca; Delisle, Alain; Harris, James; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com;

 Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com; Tausha.Esquega@HydroOne.com; Parkinson, Don; lynn.lefort@pc.gc.ca
Cc: Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com; Medved, Luka
Subject: Hydro One -Lake Superior Link -Final meeting minutes 2018-06-11
Date: June 22, 2018 7:22:42 AM
Attachments: Hydro One_Pukaskwa National Park_meeting minutes 2018-06-11_Final.pdf

Please find attached final minutes of our meeting June 11. Thank you
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:christine.drake@pc.gc.ca
mailto:sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca
mailto:Alain.Delisle@snclavalin.com
mailto:James.Harris@snclavalin.com
mailto:patricia.staite@HydroOne.com
mailto:Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com
mailto:Tausha.Esquega@HydroOne.com
mailto:Don.Parkinson@snclavalin.com
mailto:lynn.lefort@pc.gc.ca
mailto:Elise.Croll@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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Minutes of Meeting 


Minutes No.: 003 Project #: LSL 


Project 
Name: 


Lake Superior Link 


Prepared by: Don Parkinson (DP) 
 


Meeting 
Date: 


June 5, 2018 


Meeting 
Time: 


10:00 am – 11:30 
am 


Location: Pukaskwa National 
Park (PNP) Administration 
Office  


Invited 
Attendees: 


Christine Drake (CD) 
Sharon Hayes (BM) 
 
 
Lynn Lefort (LL) 
 
 
Alain Delisle (AD) 
Via teleconference 
James Harris (JH) 
Via teleconference 
 
Patricia Staite (PS) 
Via teleconference 
Adam Haulena (AH) 
Tausha Esquega (TE) 
Bruce Hopper (BH) 


Don Parkinson (DP) 


Parks Canada/PNP- Park Superintendent 
Parks Canada/ Field Unit Superintendent, Northern 
Ontario 
 
Parks Canada/PNP- Acting Resource Conservation 
Manager 
 
SNC-Lavalin (Clean Energy)- Project Director 
 
SNC-Lavalin Environment and Geoscience- Manager, 
Biology 
 
Hydro One- Manager, Environment 
 
HONI 
HONI 
HONI 
SNC-Lavalin 
 
 


 
Minutes 


Item 
# 


Description Action 
by 


Date Update 


     


1. BH stated that, to his understanding, two Research and Collection 
Permit applications had been submitted to PNP.  CD stated that only 
one had been received.  AD added that their permit application hadn’t 
yet been submitted. The only permit submitted is by James Harris for 
the environmental studies. 


   


2 AD described the nature of the visual foundation inspection work to be 
undertaken shortly.  TBT Engineering has been subcontracted to 
measure, inspect and photograph the tower foundations.  The intent of 
the visual inspections is to ensure proper tower design based on the 
collected information.  Access will be via helicopter.  Team is also 


AD to 
submit 


Researc
h and 
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Description Action 
by 


Date Update 


assessing the condition of the east and west entrances to the Hydro 
One corridor in order to explore the possibility of walking equipment 
and materials into PNP and reducing helicopter use.  AD added that 
the worst case scenario would be to do all work via helicopter.  


Collectio
n permit 
to PNP 
ASAP 


3 AD mentioned that as part of the visual foundation inspection work, it 
would be useful if the team would be able to probe the soil at each 
foundation.  The purpose of this work is to identify depth to bedrock 
and would be done to a maximum depth of approximately 3 m using a 
1-2” auger.  The survey team has planned to assess three tower 
foundations per day.  There are 86 towers within PNP boundaries.  


   


4 CD stated that a Research and Collection Permit would be required for 
the foundation inspection work and that Biigtigong Nishnaabeg (BN) 
may need to be engaged to ensure the work is not impacting their 
traditional rights.  CD added that the soil probing work is of greatest 
concern to the Parks Canada archaeologists. They will review the 
application as well to identify if the soil probing work is being 
undertaken in archaeologically sensitive areas.  AD stated that if 
certain tower locations are considered sensitive by the archaeologists, 
then the team will not conduct probing at that location. 


   


5 BH stated that AD will include the soil probing work in their Research 
and Collection Permit application.  He added that they will consult with 
BN to ensure they are OK with our team undertaking the soil probing 
at the tower locations. 


   


6 AD asked about the timeline of the Research and Collection Permit  
review process.  CD responded that review time depends on how 
quickly relevant experts such as archaeologists can be made 
available. 


   


7 AD stated that TBT Engineering wanted to gauge access to PNP via 
the existing Hydro One corridors to the east and west of the Park.   He 
asked whether it needs to be made clear to them not to enter PNP 
when doing so.  CD responded that they could not enter PNP until the 
Research and Collection Permit was approved. 


   


8 BH mentioned that the Research and Collection Permit for the field 
studies had been submitted to PC and that the advice from Parks 
Canada (PC) was to not proceed until PC hears back from BN.   
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by 
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9 CD added that the application was fairly straightforward, but reiterated 
that we would like BN to be okay with the permit.  BH asked whether a 
meeting with PC, HONI and BN was needed and SH indicated that it 
was not necessary for the research permit as discussions are already 
occurring. SH indicated a meeting on the larger project may make 
sense in the near future.  


   


10 JH added that part of the Ecological Land Classification (ELC) protocol 
is to do hand augering with a 1” auger for the purposes of 
characterizing soil type.  It was asked whether this detail was included 
in the application and JH stated that it was inferred, as it is part of the 
ELC protocol.  BH noted that BN would be made aware of this to 
ensure they had no concerns.  JH added that the field studies would 
consist primarily of bird point counts and vegetation classification. 


   


11 CD asked whether bat studies were being conducted.  JH responded 
that the team may install passive monitors, but not within PNP. 


   


12 BH reviewed the last meeting’s action items and stated that PCA is 
currently working with the real estate group at Hydro One.  BH added 
that Hydro One had previously provided to the park a construction 
execution plan and environmental evaluation report. 


   


13 CD mentioned there had been a draft review of the environmental 
evaluation report.  She added that PC needs to ensure it meets the 
obligations associated with the CEAA 2012 changes.  Initial feedback 
from PC’s review indicates that they will likely request integrated pest 
and vegetation management plans.  CD mentioned that mitigation 
methods need to be well presented and will provide examples to assist 
Hydro One with understanding what is required.  BH asked that these 
be sent as soon as possible 


CD 


June 18, 
2018 


  


14 SH stated that the Licence of Occupation is for the current line, not the 
new line.  She added that the construction execution plan is required 
for any upgrades to the line.  CD mentioned that an Impact  
Assessment under CEAA 2012 would be required for the new project 
described in the construction execution plan. The new project does 
trigger requirement for an assessment under CEAA 2012. PC will 
follow-up in an email with key documents that outline the 
Environmental Impact Analysis (EIA) process that Parks Canada 
developed to fulfil responsibilities under sec 67 of the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Act 2012. 


 BH stated that the environmental assessment will serve as the impact 
assessment.  A followup conversation with CD clarified that the EIA 
will be a separate document to the provincial EA. The EIA will be 


CD   







 
 


PAGE 4 OF 4 


Minutes of Meeting 


Item 
# 


Description Action 
by 


Date Update 


specific to the Park and would draw from the same studies being 
conducted for the Provincial EA.  


CD added that PC’s comments will be given via the review of the EIA. 


15 BH asked whether PC will provide comments on the draft Table of 
Contents for the Environmental Assessment.  SH responded that her 
predecessor had previously prepared some comments and she will 
look for these. 


SH 


June 18, 
2018 


  


16 BH provided an OEB update.     


17 BH indicated that the ARA, the archaeological consultant, is scheduled 
to begin mid-July and asked if PC archaeology staff wished to 
participate in this work.  CD responded that this was unlikely due to the 
workload of the archaeology group, but will inquire as to whether they 
wish to be involved.  BH added that the archaeology Research and 
Collection Permit will be submitted shortly by Hydro One, with the work 
in PNP to occur approximately mid-August.  BH mentioned that BN will 
likely have monitors for the archaeological work in PNP. 


   


The above is considered to be a true and accurate record of discussions at the meeting. Please advise 
the writer of any discrepancy noted within 3 business days of issue so that any suggested corrections 
may be addressed prior to approval of minutes at the next scheduled meeting. 
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1. BH stated that, to his understanding, two Research and Collection 
Permit applications had been submitted to PNP.  CD stated that only 
one had been received.  AD added that their permit application hadn’t 
yet been submitted. The only permit submitted is by James Harris for 
the environmental studies. 

   

2 AD described the nature of the visual foundation inspection work to be 
undertaken shortly.  TBT Engineering has been subcontracted to 
measure, inspect and photograph the tower foundations.  The intent of 
the visual inspections is to ensure proper tower design based on the 
collected information.  Access will be via helicopter.  Team is also 

AD to 
submit 

Researc
h and 
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assessing the condition of the east and west entrances to the Hydro 
One corridor in order to explore the possibility of walking equipment 
and materials into PNP and reducing helicopter use.  AD added that 
the worst case scenario would be to do all work via helicopter.  

Collectio
n permit 
to PNP 
ASAP 

3 AD mentioned that as part of the visual foundation inspection work, it 
would be useful if the team would be able to probe the soil at each 
foundation.  The purpose of this work is to identify depth to bedrock 
and would be done to a maximum depth of approximately 3 m using a 
1-2” auger.  The survey team has planned to assess three tower 
foundations per day.  There are 86 towers within PNP boundaries.  

   

4 CD stated that a Research and Collection Permit would be required for 
the foundation inspection work and that Biigtigong Nishnaabeg (BN) 
may need to be engaged to ensure the work is not impacting their 
traditional rights.  CD added that the soil probing work is of greatest 
concern to the Parks Canada archaeologists. They will review the 
application as well to identify if the soil probing work is being 
undertaken in archaeologically sensitive areas.  AD stated that if 
certain tower locations are considered sensitive by the archaeologists, 
then the team will not conduct probing at that location. 

   

5 BH stated that AD will include the soil probing work in their Research 
and Collection Permit application.  He added that they will consult with 
BN to ensure they are OK with our team undertaking the soil probing 
at the tower locations. 

   

6 AD asked about the timeline of the Research and Collection Permit  
review process.  CD responded that review time depends on how 
quickly relevant experts such as archaeologists can be made 
available. 

   

7 AD stated that TBT Engineering wanted to gauge access to PNP via 
the existing Hydro One corridors to the east and west of the Park.   He 
asked whether it needs to be made clear to them not to enter PNP 
when doing so.  CD responded that they could not enter PNP until the 
Research and Collection Permit was approved. 

   

8 BH mentioned that the Research and Collection Permit for the field 
studies had been submitted to PC and that the advice from Parks 
Canada (PC) was to not proceed until PC hears back from BN.   
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9 CD added that the application was fairly straightforward, but reiterated 
that we would like BN to be okay with the permit.  BH asked whether a 
meeting with PC, HONI and BN was needed and SH indicated that it 
was not necessary for the research permit as discussions are already 
occurring. SH indicated a meeting on the larger project may make 
sense in the near future.  

   

10 JH added that part of the Ecological Land Classification (ELC) protocol 
is to do hand augering with a 1” auger for the purposes of 
characterizing soil type.  It was asked whether this detail was included 
in the application and JH stated that it was inferred, as it is part of the 
ELC protocol.  BH noted that BN would be made aware of this to 
ensure they had no concerns.  JH added that the field studies would 
consist primarily of bird point counts and vegetation classification. 

   

11 CD asked whether bat studies were being conducted.  JH responded 
that the team may install passive monitors, but not within PNP. 

   

12 BH reviewed the last meeting’s action items and stated that PCA is 
currently working with the real estate group at Hydro One.  BH added 
that Hydro One had previously provided to the park a construction 
execution plan and environmental evaluation report. 

   

13 CD mentioned there had been a draft review of the environmental 
evaluation report.  She added that PC needs to ensure it meets the 
obligations associated with the CEAA 2012 changes.  Initial feedback 
from PC’s review indicates that they will likely request integrated pest 
and vegetation management plans.  CD mentioned that mitigation 
methods need to be well presented and will provide examples to assist 
Hydro One with understanding what is required.  BH asked that these 
be sent as soon as possible 

CD 
June 18, 

2018 

  

14 SH stated that the Licence of Occupation is for the current line, not the 
new line.  She added that the construction execution plan is required 
for any upgrades to the line.  CD mentioned that an Impact  
Assessment under CEAA 2012 would be required for the new project 
described in the construction execution plan. The new project does 
trigger requirement for an assessment under CEAA 2012. PC will 
follow-up in an email with key documents that outline the 
Environmental Impact Analysis (EIA) process that Parks Canada 
developed to fulfil responsibilities under sec 67 of the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Act 2012. 

 BH stated that the environmental assessment will serve as the impact 
assessment.  A followup conversation with CD clarified that the EIA 
will be a separate document to the provincial EA. The EIA will be 

CD   
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specific to the Park and would draw from the same studies being 
conducted for the Provincial EA.  

CD added that PC’s comments will be given via the review of the EIA. 

15 BH asked whether PC will provide comments on the draft Table of 
Contents for the Environmental Assessment.  SH responded that her 
predecessor had previously prepared some comments and she will 
look for these. 

SH 
June 18, 

2018 

  

16 BH provided an OEB update.     

17 BH indicated that the ARA, the archaeological consultant, is scheduled 
to begin mid-July and asked if PC archaeology staff wished to 
participate in this work.  CD responded that this was unlikely due to the 
workload of the archaeology group, but will inquire as to whether they 
wish to be involved.  BH added that the archaeology Research and 
Collection Permit will be submitted shortly by Hydro One, with the work 
in PNP to occur approximately mid-August.  BH mentioned that BN will 
likely have monitors for the archaeological work in PNP. 

   

The above is considered to be a true and accurate record of discussions at the meeting. Please advise 
the writer of any discrepancy noted within 3 business days of issue so that any suggested corrections 
may be addressed prior to approval of minutes at the next scheduled meeting. 



From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Christine.Drake@pc.gc.ca
Cc: sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca
Subject: RE: meeting Wed June 6th
Attachments: RE Lake Superior Link -Biodiversity Enhancement in Pukaskwa .msg

HydroOne_Environmental Evaluation Report_2018 01 24.pdf
Lake Superior Link Project PNP Construction Execution Plan.pdf

Thanks Christine. Yes, it will be the same time. Part of the agenda is to review the action items from
 last meeting. As you were not at last meeting I’ve attached the meeting minutes. We are particularly
 interested in getting Park’s feedback on the Evaluation Report Submitted in January and the
 Construction Execution Plan submitted in Feb. In light of the change in team members at the Park
 I’ve reattached both documents here for your convenience.
 
I look forward to meeting you both in person.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

From: Christine.Drake@pc.gc.ca [mailto:Christine.Drake@pc.gc.ca] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 30, 2018 9:13 AM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca
Subject: Re: meeting Wed June 6th
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hi Bruce, 

Sharon & I will be here, so in person would be great. 

Assuming it will be for the same time as what is currently scheduled (10-11am)? 

Christine Drake 

A/ Park Superintendent, Pukaskwa National Park 
Parks Canada / Government of Canada 
christine.drake@pc.gc.ca / cell : 807-229-0801 x266 

Directrice du park p.i., parc national Pukaskwa
Parcs Canada / Gouvernement du Canada

christine.drake@pc.gc.ca / Tél. : 807-229-0801 x266 

Parks Canada - 450 000 km² of memories/ Parcs Canada - 450 000 km² de souvenirs 

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Christine.Drake@pc.gc.ca
mailto:sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
mailto:christine.drake@pc.gc.ca
mailto:christine.drake@pc.gc.ca

RE: Lake Superior Link -Biodiversity Enhancement in Pukaskwa 

		From

		Adam.Haulena@HydroOne.com

		To

		Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com; Brooks, Angela; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; Harris, James; Doug.Rivard@HydroOne.com; daniel.pouliot@pc.gc.ca; sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca

		Recipients

		Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com; Angela.Brooks@snclavalin.com; patricia.staite@HydroOne.com; James.Harris@snclavalin.com; Doug.Rivard@HydroOne.com; daniel.pouliot@pc.gc.ca; sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca



I’ve amended the document with Parks Canada’s comments and attached the final version of the meeting minutes from last week’s meeting.


 


 


_____________________________________________
From: HAULENA Adam 
Sent: Thursday, May 17, 2018 3:17 PM
To: HOPPER Bruce; Brooks, Angela (Angela.Brooks@snclavalin.com); STAITE Patricia; Harris, James (James.Harris@snclavalin.com); RIVARD Doug; daniel.pouliot@pc.gc.ca; sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca
Subject: RE: Lake Superior Link -Biodiversity Enhancement in Pukaskwa 


 


 


 


Please see attached draft of the meeting minutes from today’s meeting.  Please provide comments by May 25 and I will finalize the document then.


 


<< File: Draft_20180517_Minutes of Meeting_HONI_PNP.docx >> 


-----Original Appointment-----
From: HOPPER Bruce 
Sent: Wednesday, May 09, 2018 6:22 PM
To: HOPPER Bruce; HAULENA Adam; Brooks, Angela (Angela.Brooks@snclavalin.com); STAITE Patricia; Harris, James (James.Harris@snclavalin.com); RIVARD Doug; daniel.pouliot@pc.gc.ca; sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca
Cc: ANDERSON Neil
Subject: Lake Superior Link -Biodiversity Enhancement in Pukaskwa 
When: Thursday, May 17, 2018 1:15 PM-2:15 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: Conference call -1-877-385-4099 2628059#


 


 


Changing time from 10AM to 1:15PM to be sure the Park can attend. Please let me know if 1PM doesn’t work for you. thank you.


 


 


 


Rescheduling this meeting to discuss Biodiversity options in advance of undertaking the environmental studies for the Lake Superior Link project in the Park. 


 





This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email



 







20180517_Minutes of Meeting PNP HONI FINAL.pdf

20180517_Minutes of Meeting PNP HONI FINAL.pdf
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Project Name: Lake Superior Link 



Prepared by: Adam Haulena 



 



Meeting Date: May 17, 2018 



Meeting Time: 1:15 pm – 1:45 pm 



Location: Conference Call  



Attendees: Sharon Hayes (SH) 



Daniel Pouliot (DP) 



Bruce Hopper (BH) 



Patricia Staite (PS) 



Adam Haulena (AH) 



Doug Rivard (DR) 



PC 



PC 



HONI 



HONI 



HONI 



HONI 



James Harris (JH) 



Angela Brooks (AB) 



SLI 



SLI 



 



 



 



Minutes 



Item 



# 



Description Action 



by 



Date 



 Work Programs – Pukaskwa National Park   



1 Project Overview (BH)   



1.1 SNC relayed information gained from helicopter survey.  Lots of washouts along PNP 



access road and removed culverts. 



Info  



1.2 BH reviewed purpose of meeting.  Biodiversity enhancement initiatives in the park in 



relation to existing corridor and proposed upgrades due to Lake Superior Link project 



Info  



2 Workplan (BH)   



2.1 DP previously (May 8
th
 2018) provided HONI with a list of projects picked from the H1-



SNS Lavalin Work Plans (Aquatic, Vegetation, and Wildlife) to be considered as 



priorities for the environmental studies within the right of way.  



Info  



2.2 JH overviewed workplan changes. Major changes – applying full vegetation and 



selected wildlife assessment protocol to ROW and adjacent habitat. 



One osprey nest located in the towers during helicopter surveys. 



Info  



2.3 DP states it is important to have baseline data to have to assess.  Most important to 



be able to measure a change when working vegetation management plan for 



community assemblages.  Concern over SAR that PNP is responsible for.  Monarch 



butterflies were mentioned as important for SAR as well as associated milkweed. DP 



wonders the need to put specific species that PNP is responsible for. SNC stated all 



Info  
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SAR would be assed.  



3 Permit for field work   



3.1 Permit for field work on May 28. SNC was not sure on status of permit at the time.  DP 



confirms SNC has submitted a request. DP wondering if there was an added a 



request for structural inspections to permit? PNP requests pertinent level of detail on 



all submissions to minimize back and forth. 



SLI  



4 Biodiversity enhancement initiatives   



4.1 DP says all biodiversity enhancement initiative concerns have been addressed 



outlined in the correspondence previously sent. 
Info  



5 Notice Letter    



5.1 BH - HONI to be sending out First Nations letters for work in park for consultation, 



including Pic River FN to advise that environmental studies will begin on the project.  



BH to send SH the letter.  Wants to clarify if the letter for review or just FYI.  Ensure 



letter is clear that it is commencement of EA studies, not approving project in its 



entirety.  BH says letters are going out tomorrow, if there are any issues please bring 



them forward before then. 



BH/SH May 



18
th
, 



2018 



6 Table of Contents   



6.1 DP’s team sent comments. Received and would like another week to provide 



comments 



DP  



6.2 Archaeology – DP not yet able to meet with Parks Canada staff archaeologists.  Will 



look into it next week. 
DP  



7 Construction Execution Plan   



7.1 HONI not received comments on the plan yet.  Action item: Discuss review of 



construction-execution plan. February 2020 rough estimate for PNP construction start. 



BH/DP/



SH 



 



7.2 Background provided on OEB time estimates in regards to motion to dismiss HONI 



and Section 92 leave to construct application. 



Info  



8 License of Occupation   



8.1 License of occupation renewal - Environmental evaluation document has been sent to 



PNP for review. Comments will be provided to HONI.  A fee change based on a 



recent Fair Market Value assessment has been discussed with HONI. Renewal for 



DP/SH  
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Minutes of Meeting 



Item 



# 



Description Action 



by 



Date 



existing transmission line will be sent over shortly. SH noted this License of 



Occupation is independent of potential project upgrades that are currently under 



consideration.  



The above is considered to be a true and accurate record of discussions at the meeting. Please advise 



the writer of any discrepancy noted within 3 business days of issue so that any suggested corrections 



may be addressed prior to approval of minutes at the next scheduled meeting. 
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3.1.2 Line Patrols 


Patrols are conducted from the ground to inspect the physical condition of tower footings, 


guy wires and related apparatus associated with the transmission towers. Patrols may be 


accomplished using ATV's or on foot depending on access conditions. Helicopter support is 


used to bring crews to the work site and as required to leapfrog personnel. Line patrols are 


scheduled on an as need basis. 


3.2 Transmission Right-of-Way (ROW) Maintenance 


Transmission right-of-way maintenance programs focus on control of vegetation growing on the 


established right-of-way and trees growing along the edge. Due to the capacity of electricity to 


"flash" from conductors to grounded objects, minimum clearances for various voltages must be 


maintained. Safe clearances established for vegetation relate to the insulating space required 


around conductors and their distance to the ground. These clearances have been calculated to 


reflect the fact that conductors swing in the wind and may expand due to heat and electrical 


flows and sag closer to the ground. Clearances are established on each span of the corridor as 


determined by maximum loading versus actual conductor heights at the time any maintenance 


activities take place. 


3.2.1 Brush Control 


Incompatible vegetation must be controlled to prevent growing within the established safe 


clearances to conductors. Incompatible vegetation is defined on the 230 kV system as any 


species that at mature height will reach a height that will be closer than 4.5 meters to the 


overhead conductors at maximum sag. Maximum sag is pre-determined for every span and takes 


into account emergency loading. On a 230 kV double circuit line, normally loads are shared 


between each circuit. In the event of a fault to one of the circuits, the other circuit will carry 


the entire load. Increased loading causes the conductors to heat and expand which is defined 


as sag.  Hydro One staff completing brush control have an up to date condition survey and 


therefore make allowances for each span and locations within each span when determining 


what vegetation must be removed and that which can be retained. On some spans such as over 


steep valleys most species can be retained, on other spans where the mid- point between 


structures is the lowest clearance then only low growing shrubs are retained. 
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Figure 3-1: Compatible Vegetation Profile 


Brush control activities also encompass the concept of wire zone and border zone. The wire zone is 


that portion of the right-of-way that is located immediately under the conductors; the border zone is 


the area from the outside of the conductors to the adjacent right-of-way edge. Somewhat taller 


species can be retained in the border zone. 


Brush control is also undertaken at the base and perimeter of each tower to provide adequate 


working space for personnel to carry out emergency or planned maintenance work, including 


inspection of tower foundations. Access trails on and off the right-of way may require clearing of 


brush. In both these situations all shrubs and trees are removed. 


Through a selective brush control program, Hydro One eliminates vegetation, which has the 


potential to interfere with the safe operation of the transmission line. Grasses, ferns, low growing 


shrubs and in some instances trees, which due to growth characteristics and/or location do not 


constitute a hazard to reliability or safety are retained. 


Brush control activities are normally carried out on a six-year cycle, in some cases the cycles are 


extended depending on brush conditions encountered. Brush control activities scheduled for the 


Park will include manual cutting and the use of herbicides. The herbicide of choice for Hydro One 


operations is Garlon RTU (Triclopyr). This Federally Registered product can be applied to the 


lower portions of the individual stems or cut surfaces of undesirable vegetation. Brush controlled in 


this manner will not re-sprout, which allows compatible low growing vegetation to become the 


predominate vegetation on the right-of-way. This ground cover provides excellent habitat, good 
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erosion control and an effective means to biologically limit the ability of non-compatibles to grow 


back on the right-of-way. This reduces the amount of brush that requires treatment, lengthens 


treatment cycles and minimizes the time crews have to work inside the Park. 


3.2.2 Line Clearing 


The Program is undertaken to treat trees, which infringe on clearance specifications. Two 


types of clearances are specified: standing and falling. These clearances represent the minimum 


distance tolerated between a tree and an energized line. Standing clearances relate to the trees 


directly beneath the line on the right-of-way. Falling clearance refers to trees growing along the 


edge of the right-of-way which if they break off or are blown towards the line could either cause 


an electrical arc or physically knock the conductors to the ground. Trees growing along the edge 


of the 230 kV right-of-way will be inspected for soundness by qualified forestry staff. Trees, 


which are found to be in good health, even if tall enough to strike the line if blown over are not 


treated. Trees that have died, show signs of disease and decay or appear to be shallow rooted 


and thus determined to be a hazard will b e  removed. Topping of adjacent trees is possible 


but involves climbing, which in an isolated location such as Pukaskwa, poses difficulties. 


Line Voltage Standing Clearance 
Falling Clearance 
Adjacent to RoW 


 


230kV 


 


4.5 m (15 ft) 
Sound Tree  Danger Tree 


Not Required           2.0 m 


Table 1: Standing and Falling Clearance Requirements for a 230 kV Transmission Line 


Line clearing is undertaken in Pukaskwa National Park normally every six years during the winter 


months. Forestry staff on snowmobiles patrol the entire length of the right-of way for 


approximately a two-week period. Helicopter support is available throughout. 


3.3 Access Road Upgrading/Maintenance 


The access road system to and along the right-of-way that was established during line 


construction has continued to deteriorate to a point where access for large vehicles is very 


limited. There is no significant upgrading planned for the existing access trails and water 


crossings. Helicopter access will continue to be the primary means of moving forestry and 


lines staff along with equipment and materials to work locations, however, maintenance activities 
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order to ensure that any concerns are addressed. 


4.1 General Impacts 


4.1.1 Invasive Species 


Invasive species continue to be extremely damaging to the environment. Invasive species have 


the ability to rapidly expand in numbers and displace native species. Parks Canada remains very 


concerned with the introduction of non-native plants and animals into the Pukaskwa 


environment. In order to ensure that no foreign species are accidentally introduced during Hydro 


One maintenance activities, all equipment used will be power washed to remove all mud and 


plant materials on each entry to the park. 


4.1.2 Access Road Upgrading 


There are at present no plans for upgrading of the access roads to the Park from Highway #17 


or the series of trails along the corridor.  Should future work programs require access road 


upgrading to accommodate large equipment consultation between Park staff and Hydro One 


will take place. Hydro One uses proper construction techniques to minimize sedimentation of 


water bodies, compaction or other possible adverse environmental impacts. In addition, Hydro 


One will work with Park staff to ensure that road upgrading doesn't cause problems with 


unauthorized access activities to areas now off limits. 


4.1.3 Waste Disposal 


All garbage and wastes created will be collected and removed including chemical and petroleum 


containers and domestic garbage. 


4.1.4 Refueling, Equipment Maintenance and Hazardous Material Handling 


At present, most maintenance activities are completed on foot or snow machines. Limited a l l -


t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e  (ie. Argo or Side by Side) usage is also a possibility. Any equipment used will 


be specified to be mechanically sound to avoid leaks of oil and gas. Many of these products 


including gasoline, diesel, lube oil and aviation fuel can contaminate ground and surface water 


at relatively low volumes. 


No fueling or servicing of equipment will be permitted within 30 meters of a watercourse. This 
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is a minimum distance and will be increased if equipment is being serviced on a slope. Fuels, 


oils, gasoline and other hazardous materials will be stored as far away as possible, preferably in 


an area, which does not drain toward a stream, lake or wetland. 


Spill containment and clean up materials will be available on site. As  a minimum, this material 


should include enough spill absorbent material to contain the maximum spill potential on the 


worksite. 


4.1.5 Impacts to Soils: 


Some minor compaction and rutting may occur from movement of vehicles along the right-


of-way. It is anticipated that any disturbed areas will quickly return to natural state through 


natural succession and re-vegetation. Selective application of herbicides retains good ground 


cover and sufficient plant cover will remain to stabilize slopes and other vulnerable sites. No 


serious erosion sites are known to exist on the right-of-way that require special protection.  


Should erosion sites become a concern, Hydro One will work with Parks Canada to ameliorate 


any sites or to design special treatments to avoid future problems. 


4.1.6 Interactions with Wildlife 


Hydro One maintenance activities will be conducted in a fashion that will minimize impacts 


on wildlife. Wildlife will not be harassed, disturbed or otherwise impacted. Staff working in the 


park will not feed wildlife 


4.1.7 Special Treatment Areas/Species at Risk 


At present no species at risk are known to occur on the right-of-way. Should this change, Hydro 


One will incorporate special treatment into maintenance activities. 


Hydro One has committed to special treatment of specific spans within the park. The 


locations and treatments are identified in Appendix I. 


4.2 Transmission Line Maintenance - Potential Impacts 


4.2.1 Helicopter Patrols 


The main possible impact is sensor disturbances to wildlife arising from noise generated by 
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helicopter use. Normally helicopter use at any given site is limited to a short duration stop at 


each structure. The patrols are normally scheduled for late spring (May/June) and early fall 


(September).  The helicopter patrols are of short duration and infrequent.  The environmental 


impact is expected to be negligible. 


The helicopter pilot prior to entering the park air space will contact Pukaskwa National Park. 


4.2.2 Line Patrols 


Foot patrols are carried out during the summer at which time any disturbance to wildlife would 


not be at a critical stage of their life cycle. Impacts to soils are minimal given that the work is 


carried out on foot or all-terrain vehicle. Helicopter support is available to transport men and 


equipment across watercourses where ground access is not suitable. 


The environmental impact of this activity is considered negligible, given the short duration (two 


weeks), infrequent occurrences (every other year) and passive nature of the work involved. 


Pukaskwa National Park will be contacted by the crews prior to entering the Park and advised 


of when work will be initiated. This will include notification when any helicopter will be in Park 


air space. On occasions all-terrain vehicles's may be used by crews, vehicles are restricted to 


access trails and will not result in significant damage. Nature of work activities has low potential 


for impact and no further mitigation is necessary. 


4.2.3 Line Facility Repair 


Potential impacts are sensory disturbance to wildlife arising from noise generated by 


helicopter use, concrete mixer, compressor, pneumatic hammer and human activity. Potential 


impacts to soil in the form of soil displacement, and soil compaction. Impacts include removal 


of localized vegetation on the right-of-way for helicopter and equipment placement. 


Line repair impacts are localized (specific tower sites), short in duration (two weeks total), 


infrequent and of low magnitude. 
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4.3 Transmission Right-Of-Way Maintenance -  Potential Impacts 


4.3.1 Forestry Line Clearing 


Potential impacts are sensory disturbance to wildlife on account of operating helicopters, 


snowmobiles, chainsaw work and human activity. In addition it is likely trees that pose a hazard to 


the line will be found and will require removal 


The noise associated with the work will be localized, temporary (two weeks), transient and 


infrequent. The disturbance to wildlife will be minimal. 


The number of trees that are required to be removed is normally small. Trees that are 


removed are in advance states of decay or are structurally weak. Sound healthy trees are retained. 


Trees, which are felled, are dropped parallel to or away from the line. Limbs are removed from 


the trunk and cut into smaller sections so they lie flat. This will minimize the amount of slash 


and will enhance the natural decay process. 


4.3.2 Brush Control 


Work programs for the treatment of brush on the right-of-way are designed to reduce the amount 


of brush that has to be treated on each successive cycle and this in turn reduces potential impacts. 


All brush control activities are planned in conjunction with Park staff well in advance to ensure 


that any changes to special buffers or new findings involving the right-of-way lands are 


incorporated into the planned operations. 


There will be localized and transitory disturbance to wildlife any time Hydro One staff are 


working on the right-of-way. Cutting of brush and the use of power tools create noise 


disturbance. These activities are not carried out every year, are restricted to a very small area of 


the park and are anticipated to diminish through time as herbicide application reduces the brush 


density changing the right-of-way composition to compatible vegetation that does not require 


treatment. 


4.3.2.1 Potential Impacts from Brush Control Activities 


4.3.2.1.1 Aesthetics 


Brush control operations will result in dead standing brush and cut brush. The visual impacts are 
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primarily noticed the year the right-of-way is treated and is significantly reduced the following 


year(s) as leaves and needles fall off. Heavy snowfall results in any dead standing brush being 


knocked to the ground. 


The area crossed by the Hydro One right-of-way is in a very secluded portion of the park and 


rarely will be visited. The minimum buffers to water of 30 meters for herbicide use, and use of 


condition survey data to maintain maximum vegetation in valleys will minimize aesthetic impacts 


along rivers and lakes that may be used by the public. Brush that is cut is further cut into smaller 


lengths and in a fashion that will allow contact with the ground to facilitate natural decay 


processes. This reduces the visual impact of the brush control operation and reduces the amount 


of slash. 


No burning of brush is allowed inside the park boundary.  


4.3.2.1.2 Ecosystem Changes 


The right-of-way environment may change slightly with the removal of brush. Potential impacts 


include an on-going alteration in the microclimate conditions as the vegetation cover is initially 


reduced and subsequently re-grows. The right-of-way due to successive brush control operations 


including the selective application of herbicides has become an open area vegetated by low 


growing species of compatible shrubs and the removal of non-compatible brush will have a 


minimal impact. 


When brush is being cut there is the potential to disturb nesting birds.  Selective vegetation 


management and use of herbicides will allow for retention of many compatible shrubs that will 


provide good nesting cover and will not be disturbed by Hydro One activities. This 


disturbance will be localized and of a transient nature to allow birds to return to nest quickly. 


It is anticipated this disturbance will be minimal. Should park staff become aware of the 


presence of rare or unique avian communities Hydro One will work with Park staff to time 


brush control activities to minimize disturbance. 


4.3.2.1.3 Water Quality 


Impacts to water will be minimized by retention of stream buffer zones. The brush control 


operations now used are completed on foot with helicopters to ferry staff, equipment and 
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materials to work locations. Vehicles will not be crossing watercourses. 


Should vehicles be used for future operations in all likelihood they would be ATV’s that by 


nature will have minimal impact on water crossings. 


In many cases alder (Alnus incana ssp. Rugosa) a common riparian plant will .be compatible 


along watercourses. There are also numerous other low growing shrubs that prefer stream and 


lake edges that will provide good erosion control and shade. The 30-m buffer for the use of low 


volume herbicide will ensure that no watercourses are impacted by herbicide product. 


The Hydro One operation as designed will not result in adverse environmental impacts to 


water. 


4.3.2.1.4 Herbicides 


Herbicide applications are restricted to cut stumps of deciduous species and to small conifers 


and deciduous brush. The herbicides of choice, Garlon RTU (Triclopyr) and EZ-Ject capsules 


(Glyphosate) are registered federally for control of vegetation on Hydro One rights of-way. 


These products are applied selectively by trained and licensed staff. Since the EZ-Ject capsules 


are applied to the stems the herbicide is completely contained in the plant system and not applied 


to soils. The Garlon RTU half-life in soils is relatively short and bio accumulation will not occur.
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APPENDIX I 


Special Treatment Locations-Pukaskwa National 
Park 
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The following locations have been identified in the CEAA as requiring special protection and 


environmental management: 


 


Span  Existing  Condition  Management  Plan 


#279‐#278  High use wolf area, possible den site 


and area where wolves are routinely 


observed or sign of presence noted. 


Avoid working  in this area, do not  store 


materials in this location  and ensure  time  spent 


doing any maintenance  kept to a minimum. 


#294‐#295  There  is an area near structure# 


294, which has been maintained 


using selective brush  control. The 


remainder of the valley has been 


retained  in forested  cover. 


Retain  the trees and remove  tallest  if they 


pose a hazard before  the next planned 


maintenance. Routine brush  control  for 


remainder  of the span. 


#295‐#296  Most of the  right‐of‐way maintained 


using selective brush  control. There  is 


a forested  area on part of the span. 


Retain  the trees and  remove  tallest  if they pose 


a hazard before  next planned maintenance. 


Routine brush  control  for remainder  of the 


span. 


#296‐#297 
Most of the right‐of way maintained 


using selective brush  control. There 


are two small  conifer  sites  in the 


valleys. 


Retain  the trees and  remove tallest  if they 


pose a hazard before  the next planned 


maintenance. Routine brush  control  for 


remainder  of the span. 


#303‐#304  Part of the right‐of‐way  has been 
maintained  using selective brush 
control.  There  is an area of coniferous 
trees on  the upslope  to structure  # 
303. 


Retain  trees  in established  buffer;  remove only 
those that would pose a hazard  to the overhead 
lines over  the next planned maintenance  cycle. 
Routine brush  control activities  for remainder  of 
the span. 


#304‐#305  There  is a small  treed buffer around 


a wetland. 
Retain buffer;  remove only  those trees that 


would pose a hazard  to the overhead  lines over 


the next planned maintenance  cycle. Routine 


brush  control activities  for remainder of the 


span. 


#305‐#306 
Most of the span has been cleared 
and maintained  using  routine 
selective brush  control. There  is a 
stream with a treed buffer. 


Retain  trees  in established  buffer;  remove 


only those that would pose a hazard  to the 


overhead lines over the next planned 


maintenance cycle. Normal brush  control 


activities  for  remainder  of the span. 


#309‐#310  Area near structure  #310  has been 
brush  controlled,  remainder of valley 
trees have been retained. 


Retain  trees  in the valley;  remove only  those 


that would pose a hazard  to the overhead  lines 


before the next planned maintenance  cycle. 


Normal brush control  activities  for  remainder 


of the span. 
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#310‐#311  Steep valley  slope from  structure 


#311, area from structure  to crest of 


slope has been brush controlled 


Remainder  of the valley  trees remain.


Retain  trees  in the valley;  remove only those 


that would pose a hazard  to the overhead  lines 


before the next planned maintenance  cycle. 


Normal brush control activities  for remainder 


of the span. 


#312‐#313  Steep valley, most of the trees will 


never be tall enough  to be of 


concern. Brush  is controlled  at top of 


slope near structure  #312 


Retain  trees  in the deep valley;  remove only 


those that would pose a hazard  to the overhead 


lines before  the next planned maintenance 


cycle. Normal brush  control activities  for area 


near Structure# 312. 


#313‐#314 
Buffer of trees on slopes and  in valley 


along  lake Remainder  of the span  is 


normal  right‐of‐way maintained  as 


compatible  vegetation through 


selective vegetation control. 


Retain  the buffer adjacent  to small  lake; 


remove any trees  that will encroach  on safe 


limits  to overhead  conductors  before next 


planned maintenance  cycle. Normal brush 


control on remainder  of the span. 


#315‐#316 
Buffer of trees on slopes either  side 


of small  lake crossing,  remainder  of 


the span maintained using selective 


vegetation management. 


Retain  the buffer adjacent  to small  lake; 


remove any trees  that will encroach on safe 


limits  to overhead conductors before next 


planned maintenance  cycle. Normal brush 


control on remainder  of the span. 


#317‐#318 
Shoreline  of lake, except  for slope 
near Tower  #317 most vegetation in 
the valley has been  retained. 


Remove  any  trees that will encroach  on 
safe limits  to overhead  conductors  before 
next planned maintenance cycle. Normal 
brush  control on slope near structure # 
317. 


#319‐#320  Willow River  floodplain, mature 


vegetation  has been  retained  in the 


valley and on slopes  for most of the 
span. 


Remove  any  trees  that will encroach  on 


safe limits  to overhead  conductors, 


retaining remaining  vegetation. 
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of allowing Hydro One Networks Inc. to evaluate the opportunity of entering into a contract with SNC-
Lavalin Inc. and, as the case may be, such further purpose as shall be expressly allowed by such 
contract, and may not be reproduced, used or disclosed, in whole or in part, nor used for any other 
purpose. 







CONSTRUCTION EXECUTION PLAN 


Hydro One Lake Superior Link Project | Client 
Ref.: 644399-2011  


  


 


 2 
 


CONTENTS 
 


Glossary 3 


1) Purpose 4 


2) Project Overview 4 


3) Construction Drivers 4 


4) Pre-Job Meetings & Training 5 


5) Early Site Access 5 


6) Project Mobilization 5 


7) Preparatory Works Within Pukaskwa National Park 6 


8) Foundation Installation Within Pukaskwa National Park 6 


Existing Foundations 6 


Rock Anchor Foundations 6 


9) Structure Assembly & Erection 6 


10) Working Within Pukaskwa National Park 7 


Tower Replacement 7 


Installation of the New Conductors 7 


11) Project Schedule 7 


Schedule Milestones 8 


12) Project Management Methodology 8 


13) Roles and Responsibilities 9 


Construction Manager 10 


Quality Management 10 


Site Quality Control Representatives 10 


14) Helicopter Management Plan 10 







CONSTRUCTION EXECUTION PLAN 


Hydro One Lake Superior Link Project | Client 
Ref.: 644399-2011  


  


 


 3 
 


Glossary 


 Sockline – The initial wire that is flown out by helicopter and installed between the towers and is 
used to pull the new conductor / shieldwire / OPGW into place 


 Traveller – Rollers mounted on the arms of the towers that allow the sockline and conductor to 
roll through – similar to a pulley wheel 


 OPGW – Optical Ground Wire – a shieldwire that has a fibre optic core for the transmission of 
data 


 Shieldwire – A wire that is mounted above the conductors that protects the line from lightning 
strikes sometimes referred to as Overhead Shield Wire (OHSW) or Optical Ground Wire (OPGW) 


 Conductor – A wire that carries electrical current 
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1) Purpose 


This document has been extracted from SNC-Lavalin Inc.’s (“SNC-Lavalin”)  main Construction Execution 
Plan of Hydro One Networks Inc.’s (“Hydro One”) Lake Superior Link Project (the “Project”) documents 
and tailored to provide additional detail specifically for the Pukaskwa National Park (“PNP”) scope.  The 
document should be considered preliminary as the final document will be revised after completion of the 
Environmental Assessment (EA) requirements and in conjunction with the chosen constructors 
incorporating their specific equipment and methodologies within the plan. 


2) Project Overview 


The proposed new Lake Superior Link Project will consist of the installation of a double-circuit 230 kilovolt 
(kV) transmission line generally paralleling Hydro One’s existing double-circuit 230 kV transmission 
corridor (the existing East-West Tie).  The route is approximately 400 km long connecting the Wawa 
Transformer Station (TS) to the Lakehead TS near Thunder Bay, with a connection approximately mid-
way at the Marathon TS. The Project generally parallels Hydro One’s existing corridor on a widened 
Right-of-Way (“ROW”).  The cleared area for the proposed ROW where corridor widening is required will 
typically be approximately 37 m. An exception is the 35 km section through Pukaskwa National Park 
(PNP) where the new line will share the same structures as the existing line. This section through PNP 
will require a replacement of the existing structures to accommodate the new double-circuit 230 kV line.  
For areas within PNP, no new access roads or corridor widening is required and the width of the corridor 
will remain unchanged. 


In order to minimize impacts to PNP and eliminate the need for access roads, it is anticipated that the 
work within PNP will be completed by helicopter and any required equipment can be delivered by 
helicopter.  Helicopter fly yards will be located outside PNP boundaries. 


Due to the length of the line and its varying complexities, the Project was divided into four distinct 
execution sections: 


 Section 1: Lakehead TS to Nipigon  (  90 km) 


 Section 2: Nipigon to Marathon TS  (145 km) 


 Section 3: Marathon TS to Wawa TS (133 km) 


 Section 4:  Pukaskwa National Park (  35 km) 


This report focuses on construction plans associated with Section 4. 


3) Construction Drivers 


SNC-Lavalin is confident that the chosen Construction Methodology exceeds the requirements of Hydro 
One and will ensure that the Project is executed with the highest regard for Safety, Quality and 
Scheduling requirements. The major drivers for SNC-Lavalin’s chosen methodology are to ensure the 
Safety of the crews and public while achieving the schedule milestones at the same time mitigating 
challenges associated with accessing the ROW and the resultant impact to the environment. 


To assist in the planning and execution of the Project, the Construction Execution Plan has been broken 
down into major construction activities detailed below.  Each of these activities will also follow its own set 
of environmental mitigations and assurances which are detailed under Appendix A. 
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4) Pre-Job Meetings & Training 


SNC-Lavalin will initiate the following pre-job activities: 


 Participate in kick off meeting with our supply chain representatives to communicate 
expectations, discuss pre-work deliverables, and establish communicate channels for the Project. 


 A pre-job safety orientation. 


 A pre-job environmental orientation (hosted by SNC-Lavalin’s Environmental Department) will be 
held detailing environmentally sensitive sites on the Project, environmental mitigation procedures 
and key elements of SNC-Lavalin’s Best Management practices. 


 Hold morning safety meetings and job planning with all employees. 


 Conduct a tailboard at job site. If there are any changes to the Work Procedure, they shall be 
documented on the tailboard document and discussed with the entire crew. 


 Describe the work to be performed and discuss job procedures to be followed, associated 
hazards, and subcontractor assignments and tasks. Focus on ensuring all workers are well 
versed in the requirements for working in an energized corridor. 


 Designate a safety observer and field coordinator as required by the work tasks. 


5) Early Site Access 


It is anticipated that access will be required to the work areas within PNP prior to the 
construction mobilisation. The activities that could be required during this phase are, but not 
limited to: 


 Site Visits 


 Existing foundation assessments 


 Environmental monitoring 


 Staking 


 Surveying 


It is anticipated at this stage that access can be achieved by air or all-terrain vehicle which can 
be delivered by air to carry out these activities. SNC-Lavalin will inform Hydro One and PNP 
with sufficient, agreed upon notice prior to accessing areas within the Park.  


6) Project Mobilization 


SNC-Lavalin will begin project mobilisation as per the proposed date in the preliminary Project Schedule. 
During this phase all material laydown yards, fly yards and site compounds and camps will be 
established.  


Upon establishment of the yards and compounds SNC-Lavalin will: 


 Set up office and camp facilities at convenient locations outside the PNP 


 Start receiving  materials 


 Ensure all required environmental and real estate permits are in place and understood 
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 Mobilise subcontract labour and machinery 


 


Hydro One will work collaboratively with PNP to ensure required Licence Agreements and any other 
federal EA requirements are in place. 


7) Preparatory Works Within Pukaskwa National Park 


As the existing ROW is being utilized, ROW widening and tree clearing will not be required for the 
portions within the PNP.  Ground clearing of brush around the existing foundations and associated 
workzones will be required, all of which are located within the existing ROW.  These workzones will be 
around the existing tower locations and at the sites where conductor will be staged for installation.    
Access routes within the PNP will not be required as access of personnel and equipment will be done by 
helicopter and along the existing ROW.  


8) Foundation Installation Within Pukaskwa National Park 


Existing Foundations 


Through the early site access assessments, foundations which require restoration will be repaired to 
necessary engineering standards.  The extent of the repairs will be determined once the condition of each 
foundation is assessed on site.  The current design allows the use of existing foundations, unless the 
condition is not suitable for continued use.  The locations of any required foundation work will be 
discussed with PNP representatives and mitigation measures followed to manage any anticipated 
environmental effects.  


Rock Anchor Foundations  


The surveyor will work ahead and stake the guy anchor locations for each tower. Upon completion of the 
anchor staking, the foundation crew will remove all loose material to expose rock. Crews will ensure rock 
surface is smooth. Using templates to ensure the location, direction, angle and depth of the holes are as 
per the drawings, the crew will drill holes (around 50-100mm in diameter) and use an air jet to remove all 
loose material. Prior to grouting, any fractures or voids in holes will be sealed. Using a template the crew 
will place mechanical anchors in holes and torque and grout them in place. The grout is a fluid that seals 
and acts as an adhesive to secure the anchor in place. Each anchor will require a small amount of grout – 
in the region of 2-5 litres.  Once the grout has cured, the template will be removed and anchors will be 
pull-tested.  Drilling equipment will be mobilized to work areas by helicopter. 


9) Structure Assembly & Erection 


All of the tangent structures (typical towers used to suspend the line in a straight line) within the PNP will 
be assembled in fly yards at strategic locations around the PNP. Once assembled in two sections they 
will be flown by helicopter to the ROW and erected using a helicopter and ground personnel. Crews will 
have an experienced foreman with them during assembly to ensure a high quality of work. Tower 
hardware (ie insulators) and stringing equipment (i.e. travellers) will be installed prior to erection to 
increase work efficiency. The insulators will be tied off to ensure no damage is done during erection. 


Upon completing the erection of the new structure, each crew will perform a quality check and fill out the 
appropriate quality documentation. 
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10) Working Within Pukaskwa National Park 


SNC-Lavalin believes that one (1) 2-week, double circuit outage  period (turning off of the electricity 
flowing through the transmission lines) with no Emergency Return to Service (ERTS) requirements is 
sufficient to replace the structures within the Pukaskwa National Park. 


As well as the double circuit outage for structure replacement SNC-Lavalin will require two (2) single 
circuit outages (one on each existing circuit) to carry out the stringing of new conductor wires on the two 
new - circuits. Each single circuit outage operation will need to be 40 consecutive days in length. 


Tower Replacement 


Ahead of the double circuit outage, the anchor foundation installation will be completed by a 4-man crew. 
To meet the outage requirements proposed, seven 10-man crews will be mobilized to carry out the 
replacement of the existing tangent and dead-end structures. These crews will be mobilized by helicopter 
to site and begin preparation works. Crews will begin the process by utilizing flyable winch systems to 
lower existing conductor from the tower wing to the ground. This will be completed for each tower, for all 6 
conductor wires and the two shieldwires.  Crews will then proceed to attach slings from the top of the 
towers to the base of the tower such that they can be hooked to the helicopters long line without having to 
climb the tower. The helicopter long line will be sufficiently long so that it can be attached to the slings 
without any risk of interference with the tower. Crews will have prepared the base of the tower for quick 
removal by the helicopter during the tower removal process. The tower will be flown away to the closest 
fly yard outside the PNP (see Figure 2). A 10-man catching crew will be waiting in the fly yard to receive 
the old tower. 


Next the new quad circuit towers will be flown to the existing tower foundation with guy wires installed for 
final erection; these towers will be flown in two picks.  After bolting the tower to the foundation, the 
existing conductor will be re-installed on the new towers using the same method that was used to remove 
it. 


Installation of the New Conductors 


To complete the installation of the new conductor wires two electrical shutdowns will be sought on the 
existing two circuits (one shutdown per circuit.) All stringing sites will be setup and all reels and machinery 
flown to site and setup prior to the shutdown. Upon commencement of the outage, the tower will be 
rigged and travelers installed 


SNC-Lavalin intends to use a helicopter for the installation of sockline. Upon installing the sockline through 
the travelers, the crew will attach the end of the sockline to the new conductor wire and continue to pull 
the conductor wire through the travelers. This installation technique will be used to install all six 
conductors, the shieldwire and the OPGW 


Immediately after the wires are installed the “back-end” crews will be following behind the main stringing 
operation to sag the conductor (apply proper tension) and complete the installation by performing the final 
installation of the wire, tightening of fasteners and final quality audit.  


11) Project Schedule  


SNC-Lavalin Activity definition will identify the specific work tasks which must be performed to complete 
each identified deliverable. Activity sequencing will be used to determine the order of work tasks, to 
assign relationships between project activities and delegate authority or responsibility over such activities. 
Activity duration estimating will be used to calculate the number of work periods required to complete 
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work tasks. SNC-Lavalin will also monitor the schedule for creep or slippage of any tasks completed by 
others that could impact the overall construction schedule. 


The Construction Project Manager will be responsible for facilitating work task definitions, sequencing, 
scheduling and other estimating tasks with the Project Team. 


The Project Team is responsible for participating in work task definition, sequencing, duration, and 
resource estimating. The Project Team will also review and validate the proposed schedule and perform 
assigned activities once the schedule is approved. 


SNC-Lavalin will schedule, track, and monitor the Project in Primavera P6 to ensure that the Project 
achieves established key milestone targets. SNC-Lavalin’s field representative will provide progress 
reports to the scheduler for inputting who will consolidate in a master schedule. Updated schedules will 
be provided to the SNC-Lavalin Project Manager on a weekly basis in both PDF and Primavera version. 
In addition to the schedule, a variance report will also be submitted detailing delays and actions being 
taken to get back on schedule.  


The schedule will be communicated to the Hydro One Project team who will ensure updates are provided 
to PNP staff. 


Schedule Milestones 


 PNP Milestones Milestone Dates 


1 Construction Mobilization 01-Feb-2020 


2 Clearing and Access Start 05-Feb-2020 


3 Foundations Start 06-Mar-2020 


4 Tower Assembly Start 08-Jun-2020 


5 Pukaskwa National Park Outage Start (2 weeks) 01-Aug-2020 


6 Tower Erection Start 02-Aug-2020 


7 Single Circuit Outages Start (12 weeks) 16-Jun-2021 


8 Stringing Start 17-Jun-2021 


9 Construction Substantial Completion 10-Sep-2021 


10 EPC Substantial Project Completion 25-Oct-2021 


12) Project Management Methodology 


The proposed Project organizational chart can be seen below (Figure 1).  The Project Manager has the 
overall authority and responsibility for managing and executing the individual work package projects 
according to the Project Plan, its Subsidiary Management Plans and Construction Baseline Schedule for 
the Work Package they are tasked with. The Project Team will consist of personnel from the 
Transmission Operations, Health, Safety and Environmental and Finance Departments within SNC-
Lavalin and our nominated Sub-contractors. The Project Manager will work with the requisite divisions 
within SNC-Lavalin to perform project planning, scheduling, materials handling, resourcing and other 
activities. All project and subsidiary management plans prepared by or for the Project Manager as well as 
funding decisions will be reviewed and approved by the Program Director and Program Sponsors (The 
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SNC-Lavalin GP Board of Directors) as required. Any delegation to or variation of authority of the Project 
Manager will be in writing and be signed by both the Program Director and Project Manager. 


A unique cost control structure will be created and performance will be managed and tracked. 
Performance of the Project will be measured through units of measure pertaining to the work to be 
completed. Where required the Commercial Manager will be assigned and responsible for assisting the 
Project Manager in the planning, management direction, project completion, client satisfaction, and 
financial outcome of the awarded construction project. The Commercial Manager will be required to 
support the Project Manager in coordinating project specifications that include, but not limited to the 
following: on-site project management, project coordination, project controls, project estimating, 
construction billings, cost tracking, job cost analysis, project schedule adherence, project monthly report 
generation, and contract administration. 


The Project Manager will be responsible for managing and reporting on the Project’s performance 
throughout the duration of the project and upon project completion. The Project Manager will provide 
daily, weekly, monthly and ad hoc progress reports and will provide updates on performance and 
established KPI’s during SNC-Lavalin’s internal monthly Project status meetings. Additionally, reporting 
requirements and schedules will be developed in conjunction with SNC-Lavalin and the Project Director to 
ensure that all expectations around performance management and reporting needs are met or exceeded 
by SNC-Lavalin in the execution of project work for SNC-Lavalin. The Project Manager is responsible for 
programme and scope deviations and mitigating these in order to keep the project on budget and on 
schedule. The Project Manager is required to provide internal weekly schedule forecasts to ensure 
schedule scope creep or slippage does not occur and to identify potential issues before they become a 
reality and to mitigate those identified risks. 


The Project Manager at site will also manage the communications to Hydro One which in turn will 
communicate with the PNP representatives.  Going forward the point of contact within Hydro One is: 
 
Bruce Hopper 
Environmental Planner 
Environmental Services 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 
416-779-0257 
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com 


Details of on-site management and supervision will be provided to Parks Canada prior to construction 
mobilization. 


13) Roles and Responsibilities 


Project Manager 


This individual is the single point of contact for the project field management staff. The Project Manager 
delegates tasks to the following managers to meet project deliverables. The project manager works in 
conjunction with the Commercial Manager to manage the day to day operations of the Project. 


 


 Construction Managers – PM receives status report from Construction Manager on productivity, 
concerns in the field and relays it to other facets of management affected. 


 HSE Advisor – Brings to the PM Safety incidents and suggests mitigation measures to prevent 
future incidents. If required the PM will escalate further. Notifies the PM of any major 
environmental incidents where reports need to be sent to the client and provincial/federal 
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regulatory body. Escalates issues of employee non-conformance with environmental 
management items. 


 Project Coordinator – Notify the PM if the Quality of any material or service does not meet the 
pre-determined standards of quality. Reports to the PM receipt, shortages, and material quality 
issues which the PM will relay to the Scheduler and Construction Manager. 


 Project Scheduler – Reports and changes to the project schedule to the PM. PM relays 
information to the affected parties to take advantage of early completion or to mitigate delays. PM 
is also responsible of reporting any changes in schedule received from other project management 
team members for the scheduler to update. 


 Administration Support – These individuals will support the Project Management Reporting 
function, recording communications between managers and the Project Manager, and collecting 
the required information for daily, weekly and monthly reporting requirements. 


Construction Manager 


The Construction Manager will manage the in-field day to day operations of civil construction of the 
project as well as the transmission line construction component (Tower Assembly & Erection, Conductor 
Stringing, Yards & Materials Management, and Operations Support). The Construction Manager will 
provide status reports and escalate issues beyond their level of authority to the Project Manager 
throughout the project duration. 


Quality Management 


Quality is involved in all facets of the project, from the selection of employees, subcontractors and 
materials to the construction and installation of the final product. It will remain independent of project 
construction activities to ensure the quality evaluation is unbiased and a true reflection of the quality of 
work being produced. 


Site Quality Control Representatives 


These individuals are responsible for performing quality tests and filling in the project quality forms as 
identified in the Inspection and Test Plan. Weekly Quality Assurance Reports are generated by these 
representatives and are evaluated by the quality Control Manager before submission to the Client. 


 Field Coordinators 
 Access Coordinators 
 Environmental Coordinators 


14) Helicopter Management Plan 


Various models and helicopter suppliers will be used for tasks such as material and worker transport, 
setting of all structure types, facilitating stringing operations and most importantly this significant amount 
of work was completed without incident. In addition, SNC-Lavalin has refined and developed a deep 
understanding of the logistics and detailed management required to safely and efficiently carry out 
construction with helicopters on large scale transmission line projects. This extensive experience had 
allowed SNC-Lavalin to develop a helicopter utilization strategy that maximizes the efficiency of the 
several helicopter types required to execute the work. 


SNC-Lavalin proposes to use helicopters to reduce the requirement for building access to structure 
locations. For this project, SNC-Lavalin anticipates on utilizing the following models: 
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 S64-F Sky Crane 
 A Star B3 
 Bell 205 
 Hugh MD500 
 Bell 212 


 
 







CONSTRUCTION EXECUTION PLAN 


Hydro One Lake Superior Link Project | Client 
Ref.: 644399-2011  


  


 


 12 
 


Project Sponsor


Project Director


Project Manager


Engineering 
Manager


Prime Contract 
Manager


H&S EnvironmentalQuality


Construction 
Manager
Section 2


Field Coordinator 
Foundations


Field Coordinator
Assembly & 


Erection 


Construction 
Manager
Section 3


Field Coordinator 
Stringing


Field Coordinator 
Foundations


Field Coordinator
Assembly & 


Erection 


Field Coordinator 
Stringing


Construction 
Manager 
Section 1


Field Coordinator 
Foundations


Field Coordinator
Assembly & 


Erection 


Field Coordinator 
Stringing


Construction 
Manager 


Access Works


Access 
Coordinator


Section 1


Access 
Coordinator 
Section 2


Access 
Coordinator
Section 3&4


Field Engineer
Civil


Field Engineer
Transmission Line


Logistics 
Manager


Health & Safety 
Manager


Quality Manager
Environmental 


Manager


QA/QC Inspector 
Section 1


QA/QC Inspector 
Section 2


QA/QC Inspector 
Section 3&4


Material 
Coordinator 
Section 2


Material 
Coordinator
Section 3&4


H&S Coordinator
Section 1


H&S Coordinator
Section 2


H&S Coordinator
Section 3&4


Env. Coordinator
Section 1


Env. Coordinator 
Section 2


Env. Coordinator 
Section 3&4


Cost Accountant


Project Scheduler


Buyer


AdminAdmin Admin


Expeditor


Contract Admin
Project Controls 


Manager


Cost Controller


Lines Design


Structural Design


Foundations 
Design


Procurement 
Manager


Material 
Coordinator 
Section 1


Risk Manager


 


Office  


Field  


Figure 1 – Project Organizational Chart 







 


 
 


CONSTRUCTION 


Hydro One Lake S
Ref.: 644399-2011


EXECUTION PLAN 


uperior Link Project | 
  


Client 


 


13 


 


Figuure 2 – Helicopteer Yards 


 







 


APPENDIX A - SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL MITIGATION AND ASSURANCES 
 
The following is a summary of the mitigation measures, best management practices and 
operating procedures for the transmission line construction works in Pukaskwa National Park 
(PNP). The compilation of these environmental mitigation and contingency measures are 
intended to address known and anticipated environmental conditions that could occur during 
the tower replacement and renewal works within the park.  The section does not include 
environmental management and/or mitigation during post-construction or the operation phase.  
 
Construction anticipated to occur in PNP includes the following key activities:  
 


 Site preparation at tower structures; 
 Access within the corridor around and between tower structures; 
 Geotechnical investigations to support detail design; 
 Laydown and storage areas; 
 Transmission foundation and anchor construction; 
 Transmission structure assembly, erection and setting; 
 Conductor stringing and tensioning; and 
 Site cleanup and restoration. 


 
The mitigation and protection measures identified are intended to provide guidance to Hydro 
One’s employees and its subcontractors for environmentally responsible working procedures 
and standards. Mitigation measures identified are consistent with industry standards and 
guidelines, and more specifically Hydro One’s Environmental Guidelines for the Construction 
and Maintenance of Transmission Facilities. 
 
Hydro One will appoint Environmental Inspectors to oversee implementation of the 
environmental protection measures and mitigation described in this section of the Construction 
Plan. Environmental Inspector(s) will guide implementation, monitor and report on the 
effectiveness of the construction procedures and mitigation measures for minimizing potential 
impacts. In the event that unforeseen environmental issue arises for which no mitigation 
measures is identified at this time, or for which new or innovative mitigation measures are 
deemed appropriate, Hydro One will consult with the Parks Canada and other regulatory 
agencies as required. 
 
The following table describes potential environmental effects/concerns and corresponding 
mitigation measures to be implemented during construction of the transmission line in PNP.   
 


ENVIRONMENTAL 
ISSUE/CONCERN 


PROPOSED MITIGATION/ 
COMMITMENTS DURING CONSTRUCTION  


NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
Erosion and Sediment Control 
Based on the proposed construction 
activities involved for tower 
replacement and renewal works there is 
low potential for erosion and 
sedimentation.  However, it is possible 
that erosion of exposed soils and 
transport of sediment could enter and 
affect nearby watercourses and 
adjacent sensitive features during the 
works. 


 Standard erosion and sediment control measures will be 
implemented. These may include silt control fences, silt soxx/filter 
rolls, erosion control blankets, seed and cover/mulch to prevent 
erosion and/or control sediment from entering waterways. 


 Where required, all erosion and sediment controls (ESCs) are to be 
installed prior to construction and left in place until the site is fully 
stabilized and will meet Ontario Provincial Standard Specification 
(OPSS) 805 - Construction Specification for Temporary Erosion and 
Sediment Control Measures. 


 ESCs are to be routinely inspected after each storm event, and 
cleaned out as required, to ensure that controls remain effective.   
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
ISSUE/CONCERN 


PROPOSED MITIGATION/ 
COMMITMENTS DURING CONSTRUCTION  


Fish and Fish Habitat   
The watercourse crossings in the study 
area support fish and/or fish habitat. 
 
Potential effects to fish or their habitat 
include grading and/or excavation 
works in close proximity to waterbodies 
or within riparian habitats which may 
result in potential discharge of 
deleterious substances or alterations to  
habitat.  


 Install temporary erosion and sediment control measures prior to 
construction, and maintain throughout construction to prevent 
erosion of exposed soils and migration of sediment to watercourses. 


 No temporary watercourse crossings are anticipated at this time. 
However, if determined to be needed the following will be 
implemented.  


o In-water construction will adhere to the fisheries timing 
window as determined by DFO and/or MNRF to protect fish 
during the spawining and rearing periods. 


o Construction near watercourses will be minimized to the 
greatest extent possible and completed quickly and 
efficiently to minimize disturbances to fish or fish habitat. 


o Native woody riparian vegetation and groundcover will be 
installed to restore the site to pre-construction conditions or 
better. 


o All applicable permits/approvals will be secured for 
temporary waterbody crossings.  


o For any in-water work fish isolated in the work area will be 
rescued and transferred during construction using 
appropriate capture, handling and release techniques to 
prevent harm.  


o Where in-water work is required the flow will be isolated  
during construction through a temporary flow passage 
system (e.g., by-pass pumping, cofferdam diversion 
channel) to maintain flow around the work zone at all times.  


 Store, handle and dispose of all excess materials in a manner that 
prevents their entry to a watercourse, and as minimum 30 m away 
from a waterbody. 


 Operate, maintain and store (e.g., fuel, lubricates) all equipment and 
materials in a manner that prevents the entry of any deleterious 
substances to the watercourse. 


 Where blasting operations are required they will follow DFO’s 
Measures to Avoid Causing Harm to Fish and Fish Habitat Including 
Aquatic Species at Risk (DFO 2016) and Guidelines for the Use of 
Explosives in or Near Canadian Fisheries Waters (Wright and Hopky 
1998) for setback distances from fish-bearing water bodies and 
wetlands. 


Water Quality 
Impacts to water quality will be limited 
to the water crossings that intercept the 
existing Hydro One right-of-way. 
Impacts are expected to be minimal but 
could include: 
 
 Sedimentation of streams due to 


erosion and earth disturbance 
within the transmission corridor 
(right-of-way). 


 Ponding or impedance of surface 
waters caused by 
unsecured/poorly managed 
construction debris. 


 Contamination of surface and 
ground waters if spills or leaks 
occur from equipment or refuelling 
activities. 


 Increase in stream temperatures 
due to riparian vegetation removal. 


 Retain buffers around streams where machinery is prohibited and 
minimize operating equipment on slopes next to streams. 


 Schedule activities near waterbodies to drier times of the year if 
possible, or where short term weather forecast predicts minimal 
precipitation. 


 Have spill kits available on site and train workers on spill response 
procedures. 


 Refueling of all vehicles and equipment will be done at designated 
locations at least 50 m away from wetlands and watercourses. If re-
fuelling within 50 m of a water body cannot be avoided, the 
Contractor is to provide and implement a location specific spill 
prevention plan. 


 Install, monitor and manage appropriate erosion and sedimentation 
control measures to minimize or avoid sediment mobilization from 
the disturbed area to drainages, or water bodies. Adequate and 
appropriate erosion and sedimentation control materials shall be on 
site and available prior to commencement of construction. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
ISSUE/CONCERN 


PROPOSED MITIGATION/ 
COMMITMENTS DURING CONSTRUCTION  


 Reductions in water absorption 
capabilities due to vegetation 
removal. 


Vegetation  
Impacts to vegetation will be primarily 
limited to the existing right-of-way area 
around the existing tower locations and 
at the pull sites.  There is no need to 
widen the existing right-of-way with the 
proposed Hydro One construction 
methodology and new access routes 
will not be required as helicopters and 
existing access routes will be used to 
access the corridor. Therefore, no 
removal of trees are anticipated, 
however some localized brush (shrub, 
groundcover) may require removal.   
 
Although unlikely, there is potential for 
the introduction of invasive species 
from equipment used within the 
corridor. 
 
There is potential for changes in 
vegetation due to soil disturbance 
(topsoil subsoil mixing) and/or soil 
compaction from equipment. 
 
Overall impacts to existing vegetation 
within the corridor will be low based on 
the proposed scope of work.  


 Install tree protection fencing in select areas along corridor, where 
required, to protect root zone of trees abutting the work zone.   


 If vegetation clearing is required within the right-of-way it will be 
restricted to minimize effects on nesting birds during the 
reproductive period (i.e., April 15 to August 30). 


 Dispose of bush through mechanical chipping or off-site disposal, 
where applicable. 


 Construction equipment will arrive on the site clean (i.e., free of soil 
and vegetative debris that may introduce invasive species) in 
accordance with the Clean Equipment Protocol for Industry (Halloran 
et al. 2013) and in good working order (i.e., no oil or hydraulic fluid 
leaks). Machinery and equipment will be inspected for leaks routinely 
throughout the duration of construction. 


 All disturbed areas will be restored and stabilized with native 
vegetation. 


 Time construction to take advantage of stable soil conditions, where 
feasible, and de-compact/loosen subsoils where soil compaction 
occurs. 


Wildlife 
Potential effects to wildlife or their 
habitat as a result of the proposed 
works include: 
 
 Direct removal of available habitat 


and food sources within the 
corridor for resident species due to 
vegetation removal (shrubs/brush) 
or a change in composition of 
vegetation. 


 Potential for incidental killing or 
harm to local and resident wildlife 
species. 


 Minimize habitat removal through minimizing access, staging, 
storage and grading footprints.  Access will be minimized by using 
helicopters to fly all workers and equipment to and from the site. 


  
  
 Avoid harassment to wildlife species during all stages of 


construction. 
 Workers will be trained on the potential for mammal species to move 


through the project area and procedures to follow if wildlife is 
encountered. 


 Stabilize and re-vegetate exposed surfaces as soon as possible.  
Construction activities will adhere to the Migratory Birds Convention 
Act which states that no tree cutting can take place from April 15 to 
August 30 in any given year. If tree removals are required and 
cannot occur outside of the time period specified above, undertake a 
pre-clearing nest search along the right-of-way by a competent avian 
biologist.  If any active nests or nesting activities are found, contact 
the Canadian Wildlife Service for appropriate action. 


 Construction in identified amphibian and reptile habitat during the 
breeding period (March 1 to September 30) may require exclusion 
fencing. Installation and maintenance of amphibian or reptile 
exclusion fencing will be done by the Contractor under the 
supervision of Hydro One’s Environmental Inspector(s) and/or 
specialist(s). 


 Hunting and fishing on the site by project personnel is prohibited. 
 Retain snags (standing or partially fallen dead trees) to provide 


wildlife habitat, where practicable. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
ISSUE/CONCERN 


PROPOSED MITIGATION/ 
COMMITMENTS DURING CONSTRUCTION  


Air Quality   
There is potential for minor localized 
impacts to air quality with respect to air 
emissions from vehicles and equipment 
and dust generation. 


 Where reasonable and practicable, vehicles and equipment will be 
turned off when not in use, unless weather and/or safety conditions 
dictate the need for them to remain turned on and in a safe operating 
condition. 


 The Contractor will keep equipment well-maintained. 
 Burning of slash of brush will not be permitted, unless approved by 


Parks Canada. 
 Dust control practices (e.g. wetting with water) may be implemented 


within the work area as advised by the Environmental Inspector(s), 
where required. 


 Minimize dust-generating activities, as practicable and where 
required, during periods of high wind to limit dust emissions and 
spread. 


SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT  
Temporary and Permanent Access  
The sites will be accessed by helicopter 
within the PNP so no new access will 
be created. If ground access is 
required, existing Hydro One access 
routes and all-terrain vehicles will be 
used. 


 Disturbance to the PNP will be kept to a minimum by accessing the 
site by helicopter which will eliminate the need to cut trees and 
construct new access routes.  All workers and lightweight equipment 
and materials will be delivered and removed from the existing 
corridor via helicopter. 


Noise 
The primary sources of noise during 
construction will be helicopters, 
equipment and the use of implosive 
connectors during line stringing 
operations. There are no nearby noise 
sensitive receptors (residences, park 
users, etc.) to the park and therefore no 
adverse effects are anticipated. 
However, noise during construction has 
the potential to impact wildlife in the 
immediate vicinity of the work zone. 


 Construction and maintenance vehicles must be kept in good 
working conditions to ensure they conform to normal operational 
parameters. 


 Operate equipment such that impulsive noises are minimized where 
practicable. 


 For the most part construction activities will occur during the daytime 
period from 07:00 to 19:00. In the event construction will occur 
beyond the daytime period, Hydro One in consultation with Parks 
Canada will re-evaluate the potential effects and if required, review 
mitigation requirements. 


Archaeology and Built Heritage Resources
There are no adverse direct or indirect 
effects to built heritage and 
archaeological resources or cultural 
heritage landscapes that will occur as 
part of the construction works within the 
park. 


 Should previously unknown or un-assessed deeply buried 
archaeological resources be uncovered this may be a new 
archaeological site and therefore subject to Section 48 (1) of the 
Ontario Heritage Act.  Hydro One and/or its Contractor discovering 
the archaeological resources will cease alteration of the site 
immediately and engage a licensed archaeologist to carry out 
archaeological fieldwork, in compliance with Section 48 (1) of the 
Ontario Heritage Act.  


 In the event that human remains are encountered during 
construction, Hydro One will immediately contact the Ministry of 
Culture, Tourism and Sport and the Registrar or Deputy Registrar of 
the Cemeteries Regulation Unit of the Ontario Ministry of 
Government Services, Consumer Protection Branch. 


 Should the project work extend beyond the existing Hydro One right-
of-way, further archaeological assessment will be undertaken to 
delineate the areas of archaeological potential in accordance with 
MTCS guidelines. 


 No mitigation actions or measures in regards to built heritage 
resources and cultural heritage landscapes are deemed applicable 
for the works within the park.  


MANAGEMENT OF EXCESS MATERIALS/WASTE  
The waste to be generated from the 
work includes the old transmission line 
tower structures that will be replaced, 


 All waste generated by the project and crews will be removed from 
the site via helicopter. 
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PROPOSED MITIGATION/ 
COMMITMENTS DURING CONSTRUCTION  


dismantled, and bundled for off-site 
removal via helicopter.   


 All excess waste generated during construction will be managed 
(stored, handled, transported) for off-site disposal to a licensed 
waste facility as non-hazardous solid industrial waste, or to a 
recycling facility. 


 Opportunities to minimize waste generation through salvage and re-
use will be identified. 


 There will be no burning of waste generated on the site. 
 Discharges of wastewater (i.e., groundwater dewatering) will be 


carried out in compliance with the conditions and requirements of 
Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) or a Permit to 
Take Water (PTTW). 


CONTINGENCY AND OTHER MEASURES
Environmental Incidents In the event of an environmental incident, work will be suspended in the 


vicinity of the incident and the Contractor will report it to Hydro One and 
Parks Canada as soon as it is safe to do so. Work will be suspended until 
a solution that is compliant is established. Environmental incidents 
include, but are not limited to: 


 any release or leak to the ground, on or off site, directly related 
or attributable to the Project greater than 10 L in volume; 


 any release to water, on or off site, directly related or 
attributable to the Project; 


 any activity conducted that is not in compliance with 
environmental regulations or permits, or Hydro Ones 
environmental procedures; and 


 any incident that results or could result in an impact to fish, 
wildlife or the environment (air, land, or water) that does not 
include a release or a non-compliance. 


After the verbal incident reporting, spills, release or leaks will be reported 
to Hydro One and Parks Canada via a spill report form within 24 hours of 
the incident.  


Environmental Emergency Response 
Plan 


 Hydro One’s Contractor will develop an Environmental Emergency 
Response Plan for review and approval by Hydro One that describes 
response procedures to potential environmental incidents or 
emergencies (e.g., spills, fire, erosion or sedimentation), clearly 
indicates responsibilities for communication and reporting, and 
provides contact names and details for individuals to be contacted in 
case of emergency. 


Project Training and Orientation  Hydro One’s Contractor will deliver  general environmental and 
safety orientation training to project personnel. The Contractor will 
provide orientation records to Hydro One. 


Fire Prevention  Project personnel will dispose of cigarette butts, welding rods, and 
other hot or burning items appropriately for off-site disposal. 


 Smoking will only be permitted in designated areas. 
 Hydro One’s Contractor shall have the necessary fire-fighting 


equipment on hand that is capable of controlling fire that may occur 
as a result of their activities, as regulated by provincial regulations 
and government agencies. 


 In the event of a fire or high fire hazard conditions, Hydro One will 
follow the measures outlined in the Environmental Emergency 
Response Plan developed by the Contractor for this work within the 
park. 


 







From:        <Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com> 
To:        <christine.drake@pc.gc.ca> 
Date:        30/05/2018 08:24 AM 
Subject:        meeting Wed June 6th

Hi Christine, 
I was just going through my calendar and have an idea to run by you. Seeing I’m in the ‘neighborhood’ next week,
 would it be a possibility for me to join you at your office for the meeting on Wed? There would still be part of my
 team that would need to call in but I thought it would be a good opportunity for me to meet you and the Park
 team. Just thought I’d ask. 
  
Bruce Hopper 
Environmental Planner 
Environmental Services 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 
416-779-0257 
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com 
  
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:christine.drake@pc.gc.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com


From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:34:21 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter PC.pdf

Hello Sharon,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:sharon.hayes@pc.gc.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.


")


")


")


Lake Superior


Fort William 
First Nation


Michipicoten
First Nation


PUKASKWA 
NATIONAL  PARK


Wawa


Dorion


Nipigon


Marathon
Schreiber Terrace Bay


White River


Thunder Bay


WAWA TS


LAKEHEAD TS


MARATHON TS
HIGHWAY 17


HIG HW


AY 1 1&
17


H
IG


HW
AY


11


HIGHWAY 101


HIG HWAY 17


Ojibways of 
Pic River 


First Nation


Red Rock 
Indian Band


Pays Plat 
First Nation


Pic Mobert 
First Nation


[1:900,000
0 20 40


km


Reference Route
Reference Route Alternative


") Transformer Station (TS)
First Nation Reserve







 

PAGE 1 OF 3 

Minutes of Meeting 

Project Name: Lake Superior Link 
Prepared by: Adam Haulena 

 
Meeting Date: May 17, 2018 
Meeting Time: 1:15 pm – 1:45 pm 
Location: Conference Call  

Attendees: Sharon Hayes (SH) 
Daniel Pouliot (DP) 
Bruce Hopper (BH) 
Patricia Staite (PS) 
Adam Haulena (AH) 
Doug Rivard (DR) 

PC 
PC 
HONI 
HONI 
HONI 
HONI 

James Harris (JH) 
Angela Brooks (AB) 

SLI 
SLI 
 
 

 
Minutes 

Item 
# 

Description Action 
by 

Date 

 Work Programs – Pukaskwa National Park   

1 Project Overview (BH)   

1.1 SNC relayed information gained from helicopter survey.  Lots of washouts along PNP 
access road and removed culverts. 

Info  

1.2 BH reviewed purpose of meeting.  Biodiversity enhancement initiatives in the park in 
relation to existing corridor and proposed upgrades due to Lake Superior Link project 

Info  

2 Workplan (BH)   

2.1 DP previously (May 8th 2018) provided HONI with a list of projects picked from the H1-
SNS Lavalin Work Plans (Aquatic, Vegetation, and Wildlife) to be considered as 
priorities for the environmental studies within the right of way.  

Info  

2.2 JH overviewed workplan changes. Major changes – applying full vegetation and 
selected wildlife assessment protocol to ROW and adjacent habitat. 

One osprey nest located in the towers during helicopter surveys. 

Info  

2.3 DP states it is important to have baseline data to have to assess.  Most important to 
be able to measure a change when working vegetation management plan for 
community assemblages.  Concern over SAR that PNP is responsible for.  Monarch 
butterflies were mentioned as important for SAR as well as associated milkweed. DP 
wonders the need to put specific species that PNP is responsible for. SNC stated all 

Info  



 

PAGE 2 OF 3 

Minutes of Meeting 

Item 
# 

Description Action 
by 

Date 

SAR would be assed.  

3 Permit for field work   

3.1 Permit for field work on May 28. SNC was not sure on status of permit at the time.  DP 
confirms SNC has submitted a request. DP wondering if there was an added a 
request for structural inspections to permit? PNP requests pertinent level of detail on 
all submissions to minimize back and forth. 

SLI  

4 Biodiversity enhancement initiatives   

4.1 DP says all biodiversity enhancement initiative concerns have been addressed 
outlined in the correspondence previously sent. 

Info  

5 Notice Letter    

5.1 BH - HONI to be sending out First Nations letters for work in park for consultation, 
including Pic River FN to advise that environmental studies will begin on the project.  
BH to send SH the letter.  Wants to clarify if the letter for review or just FYI.  Ensure 
letter is clear that it is commencement of EA studies, not approving project in its 
entirety.  BH says letters are going out tomorrow, if there are any issues please bring 
them forward before then. 

BH/SH May 
18th, 
2018 

6 Table of Contents   

6.1 DP’s team sent comments. Received and would like another week to provide 
comments 

DP  

6.2 Archaeology – DP not yet able to meet with Parks Canada staff archaeologists.  Will 
look into it next week. 

DP  

7 Construction Execution Plan   

7.1 HONI not received comments on the plan yet.  Action item: Discuss review of 
construction-execution plan. February 2020 rough estimate for PNP construction start. 

BH/DP/
SH 

 

7.2 Background provided on OEB time estimates in regards to motion to dismiss HONI 
and Section 92 leave to construct application. 

Info  

8 License of Occupation   

8.1 License of occupation renewal - Environmental evaluation document has been sent to 
PNP for review. Comments will be provided to HONI.  A fee change based on a 
recent Fair Market Value assessment has been discussed with HONI. Renewal for 

DP/SH  
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existing transmission line will be sent over shortly. SH noted this License of 
Occupation is independent of potential project upgrades that are currently under 
consideration.  

The above is considered to be a true and accurate record of discussions at the meeting. Please advise 
the writer of any discrepancy noted within 3 business days of issue so that any suggested corrections 
may be addressed prior to approval of minutes at the next scheduled meeting. 
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 Work Programs – Environmental Assessment   

1 Project Overview (BH)   

1.1 BH provided a high level overview of the LSL project and the proposed route. Info  

2 Aquatic (AB)   

2.1 AB provided an overview of the Aquatic field program, which was provided to Parks 
Canada in advance of the meeting. AB noted 81 crossings on the PNP transmission 
line segment have been identified. Representative sites will be assessed, with 
additional detailed data collection occurring where temporary crossings may be 
required.  

Info  

2.2 DP inquired whether additional information on the nature of temporary crossings could 
be provided as it was believed all access would be obtained via helicopter (i.e. 
structures types such as culverts). DP noted he would need to conduct some 
research to determine what requirements may apply and whether temporary 
crossings could be installed within PNP due to the intrusive nature of the work. CW 
noted details on temporary crossings would be provided where applicable.  

SLI  

2.3 CW noted the installation of any temporary crossing, where applicable, would follow 
all provincial and federal permitting requirements applicable. This would also include 
submitting a Request for Project Review to Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) and 
applying mitigation measures (e.g. erosion and sediment control, construction timing 

Info  
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windows, etc.) to minimize any impacts of proposed crossings to the natural 
environment. Note that subsequent to the meeting it is now confirmed by 
HONI/SLI that there will be no temporary watercourse crossings (equipment, 
ATV’s, etc.) required within the park for either early access investigations or 
during the construction period for the tower renewal works. 

3 Vegetation (JH)   

3.1 AB provided a brief overview of the vegetation field program, which was provided to 
Parks Canada in advance of the meeting. CW noted that the vegetation program 
would focus on identifying vegetation communities based on the ELC classification 
system (Ecosites of Ontario: Boreal Range).  

Info  

4 SAR (AB)   

4.1 AB provided an overview of the wildlife field program and identified the SAR of 
interest, which was provided to Parks Canada in advance of the meeting. AB noted 
helicopters would be used to access the ROW through PNP to complete the proposed 
field surveys.  

Info  

4.2 DP inquired whether any areas within the park needed to be cleared for helicopter 
landings. DP noted no clearing would be permitted in the park. No clearing is 
anticipated to be required for helicopter landings to facilitate field surveys. 
Researchers will be dropped within the existing ROW.  Note that subsequent to the 
meeting it is now confirmed by HONI/SLI that there will be no required 
additional clearing for helicopter work during the construction phase of the 
project. 

Info  

4.3 BB inquired whether there was an opportunity to improve ecological integrity and/or 
natural environment baseline data within PNP as a result of the LSL project. BH noted 
Hydro One would be willing to consider suggested Parks Canada initiatives that may 
improve ecological integrity and/or biodiversity management efforts within PNP. PS 
noted HONI allocates funds for biodiversity initiatives on Hydro One projects that 
could support such activities. BH requested that a separate meeting be arranged to 
discuss the nature of the request and what vegetation management, ecological 
integrity or data collection initiatives may entail. BB and DP agreed that a separate 
meeting to discuss the matter would be appropriate.  

BH May 
15th, 
2018 

4.4 DP inquired whether the scope of the field program could be expanded to include 
SAR included in Pukaskwa Multi-Species Action Plan (PMSAP). DP noted this would 
assist Parks Canada in developing a better understanding of the known habitat 
suitable for SAR, which in turn would assist in park management. DP to provide the 
list of SAR covered by the PMSAP to AB.  

DP May 
1st, 

2018 
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4.5 DP inquired whether sampling protocol for certain measures be similar outside and 
inside park boundary, as currently, field programs stated that “Field Program survey 
efforts will be focused on the corridor areas outside Pukaskwa National Park east 
towards Wawa, and between the park and Marathon on the west end. That said 
representative sampling will occur within the park to characterize watercourse 
crossings and vegetation”. Those specific measures would be identify by Pukaskwa 
National Park and proposed to HONI/SLI. These measures to be use as baseline for 
Parks Canada initiatives that may improve ecological integrity and/or biodiversity 
management efforts within PNP as per point 4.3. This request will be reviewed further 
by HONI/SLI in relation to current proposed scope of work and local study area 
assessment for the proposed transmission line. 

BH BH 

4.6 AB explained that as part of the SAR provincial overall benefit permits (e.g. myotis 
and caribou) under Endangered Species Act that are anticipated for the LSL project 
and that compensation and/or creation of habitat will be required. AB inquired whether 
Parks Canada may be aware of any areas within PNP that could be restored, which 
would assist in meeting permitting requirements and improve ecological integrity 
within portions of PNP. DP was unaware of any specific areas at this time. DP to 
review and advise whether any such areas may be suitable. Further discussion 
identified in point 4.3 could help identify such areas. 

DP May 
15th, 
2018 

5 Caribou Study Update (Marathon to Wawa Segment) (AB)    

5.1 AB confirmed the winter caribou survey was completed in March 2018. BH noted he 
would send the SLI caribou survey memo to Parks Canada for their information. 

BH May 
15th, 
2018 

 PNP Access Collection Permits   

6 Biology Surveys (AB)   

6.1 DP noted that research and collection permits would be required for the proposed 
field work within PNP similar to the one obtained for the caribou survey. DP stated a 
single application for the entire field program could be pursued or multiple applications 
for each phase of work could be submitted. DP clarified that the Air Access permit and 
SARA-Decision Tool would also be required but that Park ecologist (Natalie Asselin, 
contact person for research permits) would guide HONI/SLI in applying for these, 
through their application for their Research and Collection permit(s). CW noted it 
would be preferred to submit a single research permit application for the entire work 
program.  

 
Info 

 

7 Visual Assessment (CW)   
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7.1 CW explained a visual assessment for the transmission line crossing PNP is planned. 
CW inquired whether Parks Canada was aware of any informal trails, portage routes 
or any other navigation routes crossing the existing ROW that should be considered in 
assessment. DP noted he was unaware of any such trails, but that local Indigenous 
communities do use the existing ROW (e.g., snowmobiles) within PNP (primarily 
northern section) to support traditional land use activities within PNP.  

Info  

7.2 BB inquired whether an assessment of the Project’s impact on the use of PNP lands 
by First Nation and/or Metis communities would occur. BH noted HONI will and has 
already begun engaging local Indigenous communities to discuss the proposed 
project. The effect of the LSL project on use of the existing ROW by Indigenous 
communities will be discussed within the environmental assessment.  

Info  

7.3 BB noted Parks Canada is a neutral entity who does not wish to address any 
comments or concerns of the proposed project when asked. BH noted all inquiries 
related to the project can be directed to HONI and will be addressed. It is suggested 
Parks Canada provide HONI Community Relations contact information when an 
inquiry pertaining to the LSL project is made. HONI Community Relations Telephone: 
1-877-345-6799 or by email Community.Relations@HydroOne.com.  

BH Complete 

7.4 CW inquired whether Parks Canada could identify the Indigenous Communities 
and/or others who actively utilize the existing transmission corridor for 
movement/travel within the park. DP noted a request could be sent to BB where more 
information on existing land uses within PNP could be provided. BH to make formal 
request by separate email. 

BH Complete 

8 Geotechnical (CW)   

8.1 CW explained that no intrusive drilling is required within PNP for the geotechnical 
investigations to support detail design. CW noted geotechnical staff will complete a 
visual assessment of the existing tower foundations throughout PNP and will utilize a 
helicopter to reach towers. CW also noted ATVs may be transported by helicopter and 
utilized by crews for the visual inspection within the existing ROW. DP reiterated that 
an air access permit would be required for use of a helicopter over PNP. Daniel noted 
an email could be sent to him for the permit application.  

Info  

9 Archaeology (BH/CW)   

9.1 BH explained that in Nextbridge’s initial assessment of a corridor through PNP a 
Stage 1 archaeological assessment was completed. DP noted he was unaware of any 
such study and requested that it be shared with Parks Canada. BH noted he would 
provide the Stage 1 archaeological assessment report to DP.  

BH Complete 

9.2 BH explained as Nextbridge could not construct a new transmission line through PNP, 
no Stage 2 archaeological assessment within PNP was completed. As a result, HONI 

DP May 1, 
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will be required to complete a Stage 2 archaeological assessment for tower 
foundation work where areas of high archaeological potential have been identified 
within PNP. BH noted in discussion with a HONI team member with an archaeological 
background and project experience with Federal agencies that federal archaeological 
assessment standards differ from those of provincial agencies. DP noted Parks 
Canada has an archaeologist who would review any proposed work. BB cautioned 
that Parks Canada has limited resources and has many existing initiatives and as 
such it is unlikely that Park Canada could complete any archaeological field work. BH 
and CW acknowledged this and noted if Parks Canada was unable to undertake the 
assessment a licensed archaeologist would be retained. DP noted he would follow-up 
with BH on the subject. 

2018 

10 Helicopter/ATV Access (CW)    

10.1 It was discussed that an air access permit would be required for any helicopter use 
within PNP.  

Info  

The above is considered to be a true and accurate record of discussions at the meeting. Please advise 
the writer of any discrepancy noted within 3 business days of issue so that any suggested corrections 
may be addressed prior to approval of minutes at the next scheduled meeting. 

PAGE 5 OF 5 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rossport Local Services Board 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: rossportlsb@gmail.com
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link Project - Update
Date: August 7, 2018 3:57:54 PM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_Municipal notification_Rossport LSB.pdf

Good afternoon Ms. King:
 
Please see attached a notification letter that Hydro One has released a revised draft Terms of
 Reference for our Lake Superior Link project.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate this to members of the Local Services Board? 
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

 
 
 

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
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August 7, 2018 
 
Mr. Joe Campbell, Chair 
Village of Rossport Local Services Board 
P.O. Box 62 
Rossport, ON P0T 2R0 
 
Via email 
 
 
Dear Mr. Campbell: 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with municipalities and 
community stakeholders will continue throughout the life of the project.  
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Steven Mantifel 
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
cc. Dawn King, Secretary/Treasurer, Village of Rossport Local Services Board 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: rossportlsb@gmail.com
Subject: Hydro One update: Lake Superior Link project
Date: June 29, 2018 12:11:36 PM
Attachments: Lake Superior Link_project update_Rossport LSB.pdf

Good afternoon Ms. King:
 
Please see attached an update letter about Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link project.
We would ask that you kindly circulate to Board members. 
 
Yours truly,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Project
Hydro One Community Relations
1-877-345-6799

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.
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June 29, 2018 
 
Mr. Joe Campbell, Chair 
Village of Rossport Local Services Board 
P.O. Box 62 
Rossport, ON P0T 2R0 
 
Via email 
 
Dear Mr. Campbell: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Lake Superior Link is a new approximately 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line 
between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa.  The Independent 
Electricity System Operator’s Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states 
that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and 
cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term." As shown on the attached 
map, the EA will consider route alternatives for the new line. 
 
A draft ToR document is available for public review and comment until July 10, 2018. The ToR sets out the 
framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the 
EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that will be undertaken. Important elements 
of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects 
and determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects. 
 
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public and other 
interested persons are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. The draft ToR document 
can be reviewed on Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink and hard copies 
are available for viewing at the municipal offices in Dorion, Nipigon, Marathon, Red Rock, Schreiber, Shuniah, 
Terrace Bay, Thunder Bay, Wawa and White River.   
 
Upon completion of the ToR, the document will be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the 
ToR. 
 
If you have comments, inquiries or requests for additional information please feel free to reach out to me at 
1-877-345-6799 or email Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
cc. Dawn King, Secretary/Treasurer, Village of Rossport Local Services Board 
Attachments (1) 
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Town of Marathon  

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: cao@marathon.ca
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 2:55:00 PM

Dear Mr. Skworchinski
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the township via email to this email
 address. In addition Hydro One will distribute one paper copy to be made available for public review
 at the municipal office located at: 4 Hemlo Drive, Marathon, ON, P0T2E0, office hours Monday to
 Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 
If there are needs for additional paper copies, or if the above contact information is inaccurate
 please notify us by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to ensure time for delivery of the printed
 documents. We can be reached via email:  Community.Relations@HydroOne.com or telephone: 1-
877-345-6799.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
Thank you,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Hydro One
 
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:cao@marathon.ca
mailto:Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: cao@marathon.ca
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 11, 2018 12:08:18 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Marathon - ToR open for comments - June 11.pdf

Dear Mr. Skworchinski:
Hydro One recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of Reference (ToR) for our
 Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA). The project is for a new
 transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS. The draft ToR
 document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018. Please see
 the attached document with more information.
Thank you!
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:cao@marathon.ca
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June 11, 2018 
 
Mayor Rick Dumas 
and Members of Council 
Town of Marathon 
4 Hemlo Drive, Postal Bag TM 
Marathon, ON P0T 2E0 
 
Dear Mayor Dumas and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of 
Reference (ToR) for our Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA).  The project is 
for a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS.   The draft ToR 
document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018.  
 
The ToR sets out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements 
when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that will be 
undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route 
alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects. 
 
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public and other 
interested persons are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. The draft ToR document 
can be reviewed on Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link Project page www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. 
A hard copy of the document will be delivered to your office the week of June 11, 2018 for review as well.  
 
Upon completion of the ToR, the document will be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in 
the ToR. 
 
If you have comments, inquiries or requests for additional information please feel free to reach out to me at 
1-877-345-6799 or email Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
cc Mr. Daryl Skworchinski, CAO/Clerk, Town of Marathon 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: cao@marathon.ca
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Attachments: image003.jpg

Marathon - NoC - May 28th.pdf

Dear Mr. Skworchinski:
 
As you are aware, earlier this year Hydro One filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board to
 construct the Lake Superior Link, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer
 Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. We have now initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
 proposed project. The attached newspaper ad, which will be running this week and next week in
 local newspapers, contains more information. I have also attached a flyer which will be delivered to
 residents in the project area over the coming days.
 
Similar to the information drop-ins we held along our proposed route in March, we will be hosting a
 series of Community Information Centres in your area in mid-June. The public session in Marathon

 will be at the Marathon Centre Mall on Wednesday, June 13th from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.  We would like
 to invite Mayor Dumas, members of Council, you and interested staff to attend.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate the attached to Mayor Dumas, members of Council and interested
 staff? 
 
Thank you!
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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May 28, 2018 
 
Mayor Rick Dumas 
and Members of Council 
Town of Marathon 
4 Hemlo Drive, Postal Bag TM 
Marathon, ON P0T 2E0 
 
Dear Mayor Dumas and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission 
line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be published 
in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The attached community flyer, 
which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and interest groups in your community and 
along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with local elected officials, and would like to offer you, Council 
and any interested staff a “preview” in the hour leading up to the public sessions. You are more than 
welcome to stay for the public session as well. If you would prefer to set up a meeting at a different time, 
please contact us at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
cc Mr. Daryl Skworchinski, CAO/Clerk, Town of Marathon 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.


")


")


")


Lake Superior


Fort William 
First Nation


Michipicoten
First Nation


PUKASKWA 
NATIONAL  PARK


Wawa


Dorion


Nipigon


Marathon
Schreiber Terrace Bay


White River


Thunder Bay


WAWA TS


LAKEHEAD TS


MARATHON TS
HIGHWAY 17


HIG HW


AY 1 1&
17


H
IG


HW
AY


11


HIGHWAY 101


HIG HWAY 17


Ojibways of 
Pic River 


First Nation


Red Rock 
Indian Band


Pays Plat 
First Nation


Pic Mobert 
First Nation


[1:900,000
0 20 40


km


Reference Route
Reference Route Alternative


") Transformer Station (TS)
First Nation Reserve







AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue
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WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  


JOIGNEZ-VOUS À NOUS :
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Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway





		Marathon - NoC - May 28th

		LSL_NoC_May28

		LSL_NoC_May 2018_final

		LSL_NoC_May 2018_FRE final



		LSL_Flyer_May28

		Lake Superior Flyer EN MAY 2018

		Lake Superior Flyer FR MAY 2018







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Township of Dorion 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Steven.Mantifel@HydroOne.com
To: mavis@doriontownship.ca
Cc: community.relations@HydroOne.com
Subject: RE: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link Project - Update
Date: August 22, 2018 11:57:05 AM

Good afternoon Mavis,
 
Thank you for your letter on behalf of the Township of Dorion and Reeve Ed Chambers.  Hydro One
 recognizes the consultation that the community went through that lead to the preferred route
 around Shuniah, Loon Lake and Dorion, and this remains our preferred route.  I look forward to

 continuing our discussion in Dorion on August 30th.
 
Kind regards,
Steven
 
Steven Mantifel 
Manager, Special Projects
Public Affairs & External Relations
 

Hydro One Networks Inc.

483 Bay St | South Tower | 6th Floor
Toronto, ON | M5G 2P5
Tel:         416.345.1232
Cell:        416.735.3921
Email:     Steven.Mantifel@HydroOne.com
 

 

From: Mavis [mailto:mavis@doriontownship.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2018 1:30 PM
To: COMMUNITY Relations
Cc: MANTIFEL Steven
Subject: RE: Hydro One's Lake Superior Link Project - Update
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Good afternoon Steven:
 
Please see attached a letter being sent on behalf of Reeve Chambers with respect to comments on
 the revised draft ToR for Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link project.
 
Best Regards,
 
 
Mavis Harris I  Clerk-Treasurer
Township of Dorion
170 Dorion Loop Road

mailto:Steven.Mantifel@HydroOne.com
mailto:mavis@doriontownship.ca
mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com


Dorion, ON   P0T 1K0
mavis@doriontownship.ca  I  www.doriontownship.ca
Telephone ~ 807-857-2289
Fax ~ 807-857-2203
 
 
This email is intended solely for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or
privileged information. Any review, dissemination, copying, printing or other use of this email by persons or entities other
than the addressee is prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please contact the sender immediately.

 
 
 
 

From: community.relations@HydroOne.com <community.relations@HydroOne.com> 
Sent: August-07-18 3:54 PM
To: mavis@doriontownship.ca
Subject: Hydro One's Lake Superior Link Project - Update
 
Good afternoon Ms. Harris:
 
Please see attached a notification letter that Hydro One has released a revised draft Terms of
 Reference (ToR) for our Lake Superior Link project.
 
In addition, we have reviewed the Township’s comments on the draft ToR and, where appropriate,
 responded and/or modified the Terms of Reference to include these. Please see the second
 attachment for more information.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate these to Reeve and Council?
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

 

mailto:mavis@doriontownship.ca
http://www.doriontownship.ca/
mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:mavis@doriontownship.ca


From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: Mavis@DorionTownship.ca
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 2:57:25 PM

Dear Ms. Harris
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the township via email to this email
 address. In addition Hydro One will distribute one paper copy to be made available for public review
 at the municipal office located at: 170 Dorion Loop Road, Dorion, ON P0T1K0, office hours Monday,
 Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 
If there are needs for additional paper copies, or if the above contact information is inaccurate
 please notify us by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to ensure time for delivery of the printed
 documents. We can be reached via email:  Community.Relations@HydroOne.com or telephone: 1-
877-345-6799.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
Thank you,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Hydro One
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:Mavis@DorionTownship.ca
mailto:Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


Lake Superior Link 
Presentation to the Municipal Council of Dorion 

 
August 14, 2018 



2 

Project History 
On February 15, 2018 Hydro One filed a Section 92 Leave to Construct with the OEB for a new transmission facility - “The Lake Superior Link 

Transmission Project” 

Hydro One and SNC-Lavalin have formed a partnership to jointly pursue LTC of the Lake Superior Link Project. 

 

The Lake Superior Link project is a 400 kilometre, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line which  would primarily be built on or adjacent to 

Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) in the Municipality of Shuniah, outside of 

Thunder Bay, and Wawa TS, just east of Wawa.  

 

The main difference between the proposed Hydro One/SNC-Lavalin corridor and that of NextBridge is that our proposed corridor will be: 

 Shorter in length by approximately 50km 

 Will go through Pukaskwa National Park 

 Will have fewer environmental impacts 

 Will better balance environmental and socio-economic impacts 

 Will have lower capital costs to construct 

 

With lower environmental impacts and capital costs compared to the recent LTC filed by NextBridge, the Hydro One/SNC-Lavalin solution is 

considered to offer better overall value to the Ontario electricity ratepayers.  
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Hydro One Route Alternative 

Benefits of Hydro One’s route: 
Twins the existing transmission corridor for the majority of the route 
Modifies existing infrastructure through Pukaskwa National Park 
is approximately 50km shorter 
avoids greenfield areas consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement planning objectives 
has a corridor widening that is approximately 40% narrower 
 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Regulatory 

Prior to constructing the Lake Superior Link, Hydro One must seek and obtain approval from the Ontario Energy Board (OEB) 

and the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP), as described below, and other permits and approvals as 

required.  

Both the OEB and MECP approvals include opportunities for public and Indigenous community participation and input into the 

decision-making process. 

 

 

 

MECP OEB 
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Consultation 

 

 

 

 

Hydro One has a detailed consultation plan for the Lake Superior Link Transmission Project for both the Terms of Reference 

(Step 1) and the Environmental Assessment (Step 2) 

 

Community Information Centres (CICs) were held in March and June 2018 in nine communities to introduce the project and 

solicit input. 

 

CICs have been and are continued to be held in Indigenous Communities 

 

Hydro One published the Notice of Commencement of ToR and invitation to Community Information Centres in French and 

English in local publications.  

 

Community flyers were delivered to households in the communities. 

 

Radio advertisements were made publicizing the project and CICs. 

 

On-going meetings are being held with government agencies, Indigenous communities and interested parties.  
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Dorion Bypass 
During the Draft Terms of Reference public review period Hydro One received comments directing the inclusion of a new 

reference route alternative through the community of Dorion. 

 

The requested reference route alternative would follow the existing East-West Tie transmission line through the community.  

 

Hydro One realizes the consultation efforts the community of Dorion undertook to establish the Dorion Bypass. The addition of a 

new reference route alternative requires Hydro One to study this option. 

 

Comments on the current Draft ToR can be sent to Hydro One until August 21.  

 

Following this period, Hydro One will submit a proposed ToR to MECP.  

 

A Community Information Centre has been scheduled for August 30 at the Dorion Community Centre. Hydro One will be at this 

drop in session to discuss the project with interested community members.  
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Dorion Reference Route Alternative 
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Project Schedule 

•Begin Desktop Studies 
•Q4 2017 

•Begin Field Studies 
•Q1 2018 

• Stakeholder, Indigenous & Community Consultation 
•Q1 2018 

•Terms of Reference Approval 
•Q3 2018 

 
•Environmental  Assessment Approval 
•Q3 2019 

 

•Obtain Environmental Permits for Construction 
•Q3 2019 

• In Service 
•Q4 2021 



Questions? 



From: mavis@doriontownship.ca
To: Melissa.Fast@HydroOne.com
Subject: RE: Request for deputation from Hydro One
Date: August 13, 2018 4:01:14 PM
Attachments: AGENDA -14-AUG-2018.pdf

*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. *** 

Hi Melissa:
 
As requested.
 
 
Mavis Harris I  Clerk-Treasurer
Township of Dorion
170 Dorion Loop Road
Dorion, ON   P0T 1K0
mavis@doriontownship.ca  I  www.doriontownship.ca
Telephone ~ 807-857-2289
Fax ~ 807-857-2203
 
 
This email is intended solely for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or
privileged information. Any review, dissemination, copying, printing or other use of this email by persons or entities other
than the addressee is prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please contact the sender immediately.

 
 
 
 

From: Melissa.Fast@HydroOne.com <Melissa.Fast@HydroOne.com> 
Sent: August-10-18 9:50 AM
To: mavis@doriontownship.ca
Subject: RE: Request for deputation from Hydro One
 
Hi Mavis,
 
Are you able to share the agenda with us for next week’s Council meeting?
 
Thank you,
Melissa Fast
 

From: Mavis [mailto:mavis@doriontownship.ca] 
Sent: Friday, August 10, 2018 9:24 AM
To: FAST Melissa
Subject: FW: Request for deputation from Hydro One
 

mailto:mavis@doriontownship.ca
mailto:Melissa.Fast@HydroOne.com
mailto:mavis@doriontownship.ca
http://www.doriontownship.ca/
mailto:mavis@doriontownship.ca



 


THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF DORION 
 
 
 


The next regular meeting of Council will be held on: 
 


Date:   Tuesday, August 14, 2018 
Time:   6:30 p.m. 
Place:  Board Room 
 


AGENDA 
 


1. Calling to Order 
 


2. Deputations 
 


i) Grant Thornton – Presentation 2017 Financial Statements 
ii) Hydro One – Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 


 
3. Declarations, Municipal Conflict of Interest 


 
4. Adoption of Agenda 


 
5. Minutes of Previous Meetings 


 
i) July 17, 2018 – Regular Meeting 
ii) July 24, 2018 – Special Meeting 


 
6. Business Arising from the Minutes 


 


7. Finances and Accounts 
 


i) Disbursements  
ii) Revenue & Expenditure Report – June 2018 


 
8. Reports of Municipal Officers 


 
i) Public Works Supervisor Monthly Activity Report – July 2018 


 
9.  Reports of Committees and Boards 


 
i) Museum Committee – minutes of meetings held May 29 & June 26, 2018 
ii) TBDSSAB – 2017 Annual Report 


 
10. Unfinished Business 


 
i) Hydro One Lake Superior Link Project – Revised Draft Terms of Reference/Twp of Dorion Comment and 


Responses Table (emailed to Council – 07-AUG-2018) 
ii) Replacement of Ouimet Canyon Road Bridge – Stakeholder’s Meeting 
iii) Strategic Plan and Goals Updated Draft Document – July 18, 2018 


iv) Community Centre – Deep Fryer 
v) Ontario SPCA – 2018 No Hot Pets Campaign June 21st  


 
11. By-laws 


 
12. New Business 


 
i) MTO – GWP 138-90-00 Hwy 11/17 Four-Laning – Twp of Dorion Project Introduction Meeting 


Minutes/Presentation 


ii) Hydro One Class EA – Transmission structure relocations and installations (emailed to Council – 26-JULY-2018) 
iii) WSP – GWP 138-90-00 - Hwy 11/17 Four-Laning from east Junction Hwy 582 westerly to Dorion ~ Notice 


of Study Commencement and Comment Submission Opportunity (emailed to Council – 19-JULY-2018) 
iv) WSP – GWP 138-90-00 – Hwy 11/17 Four-Laning from east Junction Hwy 582 westerly to Dorion ~ 


Permission to Enter 
v) Transport Canada – Crossing Inspection – Bible Camp Road 


vi) WSP – GWP 129-90-00 – Hwy 11/17 Four-Laning from Pearl Lake to 2.8 km West of CPR Overhead at 
Ouimet: Preliminary Design, Environmental Assessment Update & Detailed Design and Comment 
Submission Opportunity 


vii) Application for Appointment to Committee - Museum Committee 
viii) Quad Council Meeting – Agenda item request for September 13, 2018 meeting 


ix) September Council Meetings 
 


13. Correspondence 
 


i) MMAH – National Disaster Mitigation Program (NDMP) – Final Opportunity 
ii) OMBUDSMAN – 2017-2018 Fiscal Year Annual Report 
iii) OGRA – MOU to coordinate Connected and Autonomous Vehicle technologies 
iv) AFNOO – Raising of the Franco-Ontarian flag 
v) City of Toronto – Immediate Steps to Address Gun Violence 
vi) Parks Canada - Invitation to Marine Development Plan Workshop for Lake Superior National Marine 


Conservation Area 
vii) Canadian Ramp Company – Skate Parks; Bicycle Parks/Trails and other action sports venues 
viii) NOMA – September Regional Conference Cancelled 
ix) OPP – Municipal Policing Discussion – AMO Conference – August 19-21, 2018 


 
 
 







 
 
 


14. Public Question Period 
 


15. Council Members’ Comments 
 


16. Closed Session 
 


i) Proposed acquisition of land 
 


17. Adjournment 







*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Hi Melissa:
 
My apologies for not sending this directly to your email, hope that it was forwarded to you
 accordingly. 
 
Best Regards,
 
 
Mavis Harris I  Clerk-Treasurer
Township of Dorion
170 Dorion Loop Road
Dorion, ON   P0T 1K0
mavis@doriontownship.ca  I  www.doriontownship.ca
Telephone ~ 807-857-2289
Fax ~ 807-857-2203
 
 
This email is intended solely for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or
privileged information. Any review, dissemination, copying, printing or other use of this email by persons or entities other
than the addressee is prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please contact the sender immediately.

 
 
 
 

From: Mavis <mavis@doriontownship.ca> 
Sent: August-09-18 5:01 PM
To: 'community.relations@HydroOne.com' <community.relations@HydroOne.com>
Subject: RE: Request for deputation from Hydro One
 
Hi Melissa:
 

This is to confirm that I have included your deputation on the August 14th agenda.  The meeting is
 scheduled for 6:30 p.m. and there is one deputation being made prior to your presentation.
 
Best Regards,
 
 
Mavis Harris I  Clerk-Treasurer
Township of Dorion
170 Dorion Loop Road
Dorion, ON   P0T 1K0
mavis@doriontownship.ca  I  www.doriontownship.ca
Telephone ~ 807-857-2289

mailto:mavis@doriontownship.ca
http://www.doriontownship.ca/
mailto:mavis@doriontownship.ca
mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:mavis@doriontownship.ca
http://www.doriontownship.ca/


Fax ~ 807-857-2203
 
 
This email is intended solely for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or
privileged information. Any review, dissemination, copying, printing or other use of this email by persons or entities other
than the addressee is prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please contact the sender immediately.

 
 
 
 

From: community.relations@HydroOne.com <community.relations@HydroOne.com> 
Sent: August-09-18 1:23 PM
To: Mavis@DorionTownship.ca
Subject: Request for deputation from Hydro One
 
Good afternoon
 
Please see the attached Request for Deputation and presentation material for the council meeting
 on August 14, 2018.
 
 
Thank you,
 

 
Melissa Fast
Community Relations, Hydro One
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended
 only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying,
 disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error,
 please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission received by you.
 This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of
 the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:Mavis@DorionTownship.ca


From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: mavis@doriontownship.ca
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link Project - Update
Date: August 7, 2018 3:55:02 PM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_Municipal notification_Township of Dorion.pdf

20180807_Lake Superior Link Draft RoC for the Proposed ToR - Township of Dorion Comment and Responses
 Table.pdf

Good afternoon Ms. Harris:
 
Please see attached a notification letter that Hydro One has released a revised draft Terms of
 Reference (ToR) for our Lake Superior Link project.
 
In addition, we have reviewed the Township’s comments on the draft ToR and, where appropriate,
 responded and/or modified the Terms of Reference to include these. Please see the second
 attachment for more information.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate these to Reeve and Council?
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

 

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:mavis@doriontownship.ca



 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 
Community Relations 
483 Bay Street 
South Tower, 6th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2P5 
www.HydroOne.com 
 


 
Tel:  1-877-345-6799 
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


August 7, 2018 
 
Reeve Ed Chambers  
and Members of Council  
Township of Dorion  
170 Dorion Loop Road  
Dorion ON P0T 1K0 
 
Via email 
 
 
Dear Reeve Chambers and Council: 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with municipalities and 
community stakeholders will continue throughout the life of the project.  
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Steven Mantifel 
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
cc. Ms. Mavis Harris, Clerk-Treasurer, Township of Dorion 
 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink






 Municipal Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision 


No. Dorion Township, Ed Chambers, Reeve, Letter Dated July 10, 2018 to Steven Mantifel, Hydro One Networks Inc. (HONI) 


DT – 1 With respect to comments on the draft Terms of 
Reference (ToR) document, the Township of Dorion 
would like to reiterate that it is in full support of the 
reference route outlined in Figure 3 - Reference 
route (solid red line) - Hydro One Networks Inc. - 
Lake Superior Link Transmission Project, which has 
minimal impact on the residents of the community. 


The reference route continues to 
be Hydro One’s preferred route 
alternative. Alternatives to the 
Project must be assessed and 
whether or not a preferred route is 
identified, Hydro One must 
objectively assess alternative 
methods to the Project. 


Section 6 has been updated to 
discuss identification and 
evaluation of Project alternatives  


DT – 2 We have been informed during one of your Public 
Information Centres, during a webinar with our 
Township, in newspaper articles and notices and on 
a map in the Terms of Reference, that Hydro One 
will follow this route. 


We would appreciate if this route could be 
confirmed. 


In response to comments received 
from the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry (MNRF), 
Hydro One will assess an 
alternative route in the Dorion area 
to the Reference Route presented 
at the Community Information 
Centre and as documented in the 
Draft Terms of Reference. The 
new alternative will consist of 
routing the line adjacent to the 
existing East-West Transmission 
Line right-of-way for approximately 
50 km within the section between 
Nipigon and the Lakehead 
Transformer Station in Thunder 
Bay. 


Section 6 has been updated to 
discuss identification and 
evaluation of Project alternatives. 
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 Municipal Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision 


No. Dorion Township, Ed Chambers, Reeve, Letter Dated July 10, 2018 to Steven Mantifel, Hydro One Networks Inc. (HONI) 


DT – 1 With respect to comments on the draft Terms of 
Reference (ToR) document, the Township of Dorion 
would like to reiterate that it is in full support of the 
reference route outlined in Figure 3 - Reference 
route (solid red line) - Hydro One Networks Inc. - 
Lake Superior Link Transmission Project, which has 
minimal impact on the residents of the community. 


The reference route continues to 
be Hydro One’s preferred route 
alternative. Alternatives to the 
Project must be assessed and 
whether or not a preferred route is 
identified, Hydro One must 
objectively assess alternative 
methods to the Project. 


Section 6 has been updated to 
discuss identification and 
evaluation of Project alternatives  


DT – 2 We have been informed during one of your Public 
Information Centres, during a webinar with our 
Township, in newspaper articles and notices and on 
a map in the Terms of Reference, that Hydro One 
will follow this route. 


We would appreciate if this route could be 
confirmed. 


In response to comments received 
from the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry (MNRF), 
Hydro One will assess an 
alternative route in the Dorion area 
to the Reference Route presented 
at the Community Information 
Centre and as documented in the 
Draft Terms of Reference. The 
new alternative will consist of 
routing the line adjacent to the 
existing East-West Transmission 
Line right-of-way for approximately 
50 km within the section between 
Nipigon and the Lakehead 
Transformer Station in Thunder 
Bay. 


Section 6 has been updated to 
discuss identification and 
evaluation of Project alternatives. 
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From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: mavis@doriontownship.ca
Subject: RE: Comments - ToR - Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link EA
Date: July 17, 2018 4:34:11 PM
Attachments: Map17-04_Lake_Superior_Link_HydroOne_Route_Alternative_colour_English.pdf

Dear Reeve Chambers,
 
Thank you for returning my phone call this afternoon. As we discussed today, the ‘reference route’
 as marked on the attached map (which has been shown at our community consultations and during
 the webinar) is Hydro One’s preferred route. We are aware of and acknowledge the level of
 consultation that went into the development of this route, which bypasses Dorion’s more
 residential area.
We have received some comments on the draft Terms of Reference regarding the consideration of
 alternative route options. As a requirement of the Environmental Assessment process, we are
 currently reviewing all comments and feedback provided from a number of stakeholders. As we
 move forward through the process, we will keep you apprised if alternative routes are identified in
 your area.
 
Yours truly,
Stephanie Hodsoll
Community Relations
1-877-345-6799
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

 

From: Mavis [mailto:mavis@doriontownship.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2018 2:34 PM
To: COMMUNITY Relations
Subject: Comments - ToR - Hydro One's Lake Superior Link EA
Importance: High
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Attached please find comments from the Township of Dorion with respect to the Terms of
 Reference (ToR) for your Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA).
 
Best Regards,
 
 
Mavis Harris I  Clerk-Treasurer
Township of Dorion
170 Dorion Loop Road

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:mavis@doriontownship.ca
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From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: mavis@doriontownship.ca
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 11, 2018 11:55:14 AM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Dorion - ToR open for comments - June 11.pdf

Dear Ms. Harris:
Hydro One recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of Reference (ToR) for our
 Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA). The project is for a new
 transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS. The draft ToR
 document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018. Please see
 the attached document with more information.
Thank you!
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:mavis@doriontownship.ca




 Hydro One Networks Inc. 
Community Relations 
483 Bay Street 
South Tower, 6th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2P5 
www.HydroOne.com 
 


 
Tel:  1-877-345-6799 
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 


  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


June 11, 2018 
 
Reeve Ed Chambers 
and Members of Council 
Township of Dorion 
170 Dorion Loop Road 
Dorion ON P0T 1K0 
 
Dear Reeve Chambers and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of 
Reference (ToR) for our Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA).  The project is 
for a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS.   The draft ToR 
document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018.  
 
The ToR sets out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements 
when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that will be 
undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route 
alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects. 
 
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public and other 
interested persons are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. The draft ToR document 
can be reviewed on Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link Project page www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. 
A hard copy of the document will be delivered to your office the week of June 11, 2018 for review as well.  
 
Upon completion of the ToR, the document will be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in 
the ToR. 
 
If you have comments, inquiries or requests for additional information please feel free to reach out to me at 
1-877-345-6799 or email Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
cc Ms. Mavis Harris, Clerk-Treasurer, Township of Dorion 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: mavis@doriontownship.ca
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Attachments: image003.jpg

Dorion - NoC - May 28th.pdf

Dear Ms. Harris:
 
As you are aware, earlier this year Hydro One filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board to
 construct the Lake Superior Link, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer
 Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. We have now initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
 proposed project. The attached newspaper ad, which will be running this week and next week in
 local newspapers, contains more information. I have also attached a flyer which will be delivered to
 residents in the project area over the coming days.
 
Similar to the information drop-ins we held along our proposed route in March, we will be hosting a
 series of Community Information Centres in your area in mid-June. The public session in Dorion will

 be at the Dorion Community Centre on Tuesday, June 12th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  We would like to
 invite Reeve Chambers, members of Council, you and interested staff to attend a preview from 4:00
 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  You are all more than welcome to stay for the public session as well.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate the attached to Reeve Chambers, members of Council and
 interested staff? 
 
Thank you!
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:mavis@doriontownship.ca
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May 28, 2018 
 
Reeve Ed Chambers 
and Members of Council 
Township of Dorion 
170 Dorion Loop Road 
Dorion ON P0T 1K0 
 
Dear Reeve Chambers and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission 
line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be published 
in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The attached community flyer, 
which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and interest groups in your community and 
along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with local elected officials, and would like to offer you, Council 
and any interested staff a “preview” in the hour leading up to the public sessions. You are more than 
welcome to stay for the public session as well. If you would prefer to set up a meeting at a different time, 
please contact us at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
cc Ms. Mavis Harris, Clerk-Treasurer, Township of Dorion 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue
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WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  


JOIGNEZ-VOUS À NOUS :
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Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway
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Township of Nipigon 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: kellyp@Nipigon.net
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 3:05:34 PM

Dear Mr. Paakkunainan
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the township via email to this email
 address. In addition Hydro One will distribute one paper copy to be made available for public review
 at the municipal office located at: 52 Front Street, P.O. Box 160, Nipigon ON, P0T 2J0, office hours
 Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.
 
If there are needs for additional paper copies, or if the above contact information is inaccurate
 please notify us by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to ensure time for delivery of the printed
 documents. We can be reached via email:  Community.Relations@HydroOne.com or telephone: 1-
877-345-6799.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
Thank you,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Hydro One
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:kellyp@Nipigon.net
mailto:Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: kellyp@nipigon.net
Cc: lindsaymannila@nipigon.net
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link Project - Update
Date: August 7, 2018 3:58:40 PM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_Municipal notification_Township of Nipigon.pdf

Good afternoon Mr. Paakkunainan and Mr. Mannila:
 
Please see attached a notification letter that Hydro One has released a revised draft Terms of
 Reference for our Lake Superior Link project.
 
Can I ask that Mr. Paakkunainan kindly circulate this to Mayor and members of Council? 
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.
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August 7, 2018 
 
Mayor Richard Harvey and Members of Council  
Township of Nipigon  
52 Front Street, P.O. Box 160  
Nipigon ON P0T 2J0 
 
Via email 
 
 
Dear Mayor Harvey and Council: 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with municipalities and 
community stakeholders will continue throughout the life of the project.  
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Steven Mantifel 
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
cc. Mr. Lindsay Mannila, CAO, Township of Nipigon  
Mr. Kelly Paakkunainan, Deputy Clerk, Township of Nipigon 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: kellyp@nipigon.net
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 11, 2018 12:14:10 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Nipigon - ToR open for comments - June 11.pdf

Dear Ms. Paakkunainan:
Hydro One recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of Reference (ToR) for our
 Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA). The project is for a new
 transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS. The draft ToR
 document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018. Please see
 the attached document with more information.
Thank you!
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:kellyp@nipigon.net
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June 11, 2018 
 
Mayor Richard Harvey 
and Members of Council 
Township of Nipigon 
52 Front Street, P.O. Box 160 
Nipigon ON P0T 2J0 
 
 
Dear Mayor Harvey and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of 
Reference (ToR) for our Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA).  The project is 
for a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS.   The draft ToR 
document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018.  
 
The ToR sets out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements 
when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that will be 
undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route 
alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects. 
 
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public and other 
interested persons are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. The draft ToR document 
can be reviewed on Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link Project page www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. 
A hard copy of the document will be delivered to your office the week of June 11, 2018 for review as well.  
 
Upon completion of the ToR, the document will be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in 
the ToR. 
 
If you have comments, inquiries or requests for additional information please feel free to reach out to me at 
1-877-345-6799 or email Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
cc Ms. Kelly Paakkunainan, Deputy Clerk, Township of Nipigon 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: Melissa.Raby@HydroOne.com
To: kellyp@nipigon.net
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Attachments: image003.jpg

Nipigon - NoC - May 28th.pdf

Dear Ms. Paakkunainan:
As you are aware, earlier this year Hydro One filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board to
 construct the Lake Superior Link, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer
 Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. We have now initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
 proposed project. The attached newspaper ad, which will be running this week and next week in
 local newspapers, contains more information. I have also attached a flyer which will be delivered to
 residents in the project area over the coming days.
Similar to the information drop-ins we held along our proposed route in March, we will be hosting a
 series of Community Information Centres in your area in mid-June. The public session in Nipigon will

 be at the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 32 on Monday, June 11th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. We would
 like to invite Mayor Harvey, members of Council, you and interested staff to attend a preview from
 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. You are all more than welcome to stay for the public session as well.
Can I ask that you kindly circulate the attached to Mayor Harvey, members of Council and interested
 staff?
Thank you!
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Melissa.Raby@HydroOne.com
mailto:kellyp@nipigon.net
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May 28, 2018 
 
Mayor Richard Harvey 
and Members of Council 
Township of Nipigon 
52 Front Street, P.O. Box 160 
Nipigon ON P0T 2J0 
 
 
Dear Mayor Harvey and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission 
line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be published 
in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The attached community flyer, 
which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and interest groups in your community and 
along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with local elected officials, and would like to offer you, Council 
and any interested staff a “preview” in the hour leading up to the public sessions. You are more than 
welcome to stay for the public session as well. If you would prefer to set up a meeting at a different time, 
please contact us at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
cc Ms. Kelly Paakkunainan, Deputy Clerk, Township of Nipigon 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue
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WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  


JOIGNEZ-VOUS À NOUS :
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Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway
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Township of Red Rock  

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: samcameron@shawbiz.ca
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 3:07:16 PM

Dear Ms. Cameron
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the township via email to this email
 address. In addition Hydro One will distribute one paper copy to be made available for public review
 at the municipal office located at: 42 Salls Street, P.O. Box 447, Red Rock, ON, P0T 2P0, office hours
 Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
 
If there are needs for additional paper copies, or if the above contact information is inaccurate
 please notify us by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to ensure time for delivery of the printed
 documents. We can be reached via email:  Community.Relations@HydroOne.com or telephone: 1-
877-345-6799.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
Thank you,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Hydro One
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:samcameron@shawbiz.ca
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From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: samcameron@shawbiz.ca; cao@shawbiz.ca
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link Project - Update
Date: August 7, 2018 3:59:12 PM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_Municipal notification_Township of Red Rock.pdf

Good afternoon Ms. Gladun & Ms. Cameron:
 
Please see attached a notification letter that Hydro One has released a revised draft Terms of
 Reference for our Lake Superior Link project.
 
Can I ask that Ms. Cameron kindly circulate this to Mayor and members of Council? 
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.
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August 7, 2018 
 
Mayor Gary Nelson and Members of Council  
Township of Red Rock  
42 Sails Street, P.O. Box 447  
Red Rock ON P0T 2P0 
 
Via email 
 
 
Dear Mayor Nelson and Council: 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with municipalities and 
community stakeholders will continue throughout the life of the project.  
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Steven Mantifel 
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
cc. Ms. Nancy Gladun, CAO, Township of Red Rock  
Ms. Samantha Cameron, Deputy Clerk, Township of Red Rock 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: samcameron@shawbiz.ca
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 11, 2018 11:57:27 AM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Red Rock - ToR open for comments - June 11.pdf

Dear Ms. Cameron:
Hydro One recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of Reference (ToR) for our
 Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA). The project is for a new
 transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS. The draft ToR
 document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018. Please see
 the attached document with more information.
Thank you!
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.
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June 11, 2018 
 
Mayor Gary Nelson 
and Members of Council 
Township of Red Rock 
42 Salls Street, P.O. Box 447 
Red Rock ON P0T 2P0 
 
Dear Mayor Nelson and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of 
Reference (ToR) for our Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA).  The project is 
for a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS.   The draft ToR 
document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018.  
 
The ToR sets out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements 
when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that will be 
undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route 
alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects. 
 
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public and other 
interested persons are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. The draft ToR document 
can be reviewed on Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link Project page www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. 
A hard copy of the document will be delivered to your office the week of June 11, 2018 for review as well.  
 
Upon completion of the ToR, the document will be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in 
the ToR. 
 
If you have comments, inquiries or requests for additional information please feel free to reach out to me at 
1-877-345-6799 or email Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
cc Ms. Samantha Cameron, Deputy Clerk, Township of Red Rock 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: samcameron@shawbiz.ca
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Attachments: image003.jpg

Red Rock - NoC - May 28th.pdf

Dear Ms. Cameron:
 
As you are aware, earlier this year Hydro One filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board to
 construct the Lake Superior Link, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer
 Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. We have now initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
 proposed project. The attached newspaper ad, which will be running this week and next week in
 local newspapers, contains more information. I have also attached a flyer which will be delivered to
 residents in the project area over the coming days.
 
Similar to the information drop-ins we held along our proposed route in March, we will be hosting a
 series of Community Information Centres in your area in mid-June. The public session in Red Rock

 will be at the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226 on Tuesday, June 12th from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m.  We
 would like to invite Mayor Nelson, members of Council, you and interested staff to attend.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate the attached to Mayor Nelson, members of Council and interested
 staff? 
 
Thank you!
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email
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May 28, 2018 
 
Mayor Gary Nelson 
and Members of Council 
Township of Red Rock 
42 Salls Street, P.O. Box 447 
Red Rock ON P0T 2P0 
 
Dear Mayor Nelson and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission 
line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be published 
in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The attached community flyer, 
which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and interest groups in your community and 
along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with local elected officials, and would like to offer you, Council 
and any interested staff a “preview” in the hour leading up to the public sessions. You are more than 
welcome to stay for the public session as well. If you would prefer to set up a meeting at a different time, 
please contact us at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
cc Ms. Samantha Cameron, Deputy Clerk, Township of Red Rock 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue
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WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  


JOIGNEZ-VOUS À NOUS :
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Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway
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Township of Schreiber 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: treasurer@schreiber.ca
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 3:13:38 PM

Dear Ms. Bottomley:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the township via email to this email
 address. In addition Hydro One will distribute one paper copy to be made available for public review
 at the municipal office located at 204 Alberta Street, P.O. Box 40 Schreiber, ON P0T 2P0, office
 hours Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 
If there are needs for additional paper copies, or if the above contact information is inaccurate
 please notify us by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to ensure time for delivery of the printed
 documents. We can be reached via email:  Community.Relations@HydroOne.com or telephone: 1-
877-345-6799.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
Thank you,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Hydro One
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:treasurer@schreiber.ca
mailto:Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: treasurer@schreiber.ca; cao@schreiber.ca
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link Project - Update
Date: August 7, 2018 3:59:52 PM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_Municipal notification_Township of Schreiber.pdf

Good afternoon Mr. McArthur & Ms. Bottomley:
 
Please see attached a notification letter that Hydro One has released a revised draft Terms of
 Reference for our Lake Superior Link project.
 
Can I ask that Ms. Bottomley kindly circulate this to Mayor and members of Council? 
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:treasurer@schreiber.ca
mailto:cao@schreiber.ca



 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 
Community Relations 
483 Bay Street 
South Tower, 6th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2P5 
www.HydroOne.com 
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Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


August 7, 2018 
 
Mayor Mark Figliomeni 
and Members of Council 
Township of Schreiber 
204 Alberta Street, P.O. Box 40 
Schreiber, ON P0T 2P0 
 
Via email 
 
 
Dear Mayor Figliomeni and Council: 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with municipalities and 
community stakeholders will continue throughout the life of the project.  
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Steven Mantifel 
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
cc Mr. Don McArthur, CAO/Clerk, Township of Schreiber 
Ms. Marlene Bottomley, Treasurer/Deputy Clerk, Township of Schreiber 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: cao@schreiber.ca
Cc: treasurer@schreiber.ca
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 11, 2018 12:01:11 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Schreiber - ToR open for comments - June 11.pdf

Dear Mr. McArthur:
Hydro One recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of Reference (ToR) for our
 Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA). The project is for a new
 transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS. The draft ToR
 document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018. Please see
 the attached document with more information.
Thank you!
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:cao@schreiber.ca
mailto:treasurer@schreiber.ca
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June 11, 2018 
 
Mayor Mark Figliomeni 
and Members of Council 
Township of Schreiber 
204 Alberta Street, P.O. Box 40 
Schreiber, ON P0T 2P0 
 
Dear Mayor Figliomeni and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of 
Reference (ToR) for our Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA).  The project is 
for a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS.   The draft ToR 
document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018.  
 
The ToR sets out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements 
when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that will be 
undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route 
alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects. 
 
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public and other 
interested persons are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. The draft ToR document 
can be reviewed on Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link Project page www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. 
A hard copy of the document will be delivered to your office the week of June 11, 2018 for review as well.  
 
Upon completion of the ToR, the document will be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in 
the ToR. 
 
If you have comments, inquiries or requests for additional information please feel free to reach out to me at 
1-877-345-6799 or email Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
cc Mr. Don McArthur, CAO/Clerk, Township of Schreiber 
     Ms. Marlene Bottomley, Treasurer/Deputy Clerk, Township of Schreiber 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: cao@schreiber.ca
Cc: treasurer@schreiber.ca
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Attachments: image003.jpg

Schreiber - NoC - May 28th.pdf

Dear Mr. McArthur:
 
As you are aware, earlier this year Hydro One filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board to
 construct the Lake Superior Link, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer
 Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. We have now initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
 proposed project. The attached newspaper ad, which will be running this week and next week in
 local newspapers, contains more information. I have also attached a flyer which will be delivered to
 residents in the project area over the coming days.
 
Similar to the information drop-ins we held along our proposed route in March, we will be hosting a
 series of Community Information Centres in your area in mid-June. The public session in Schreiber

 will be at the Schreiber Municipal Gym on Wednesday, June 13th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  We would
 like to invite Mayor Figliomeni, members of Council, you, Ms. Bottomley and interested staff to
 attend a preview from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  You are all more than welcome to stay for the public
 session as well.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate the attached to Mayor Figliomeni, members of Council and
 interested staff? 
 
Thank you!
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:cao@schreiber.ca
mailto:treasurer@schreiber.ca
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May 28, 2018 
 
Mayor Mark Figliomeni 
and Members of Council 
Township of Schreiber 
204 Alberta Street, P.O. Box 40 
Schreiber, ON P0T 2P0 
 
Dear Mayor Figliomeni and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission 
line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be published 
in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The attached community flyer, 
which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and interest groups in your community and 
along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with local elected officials, and would like to offer you, Council 
and any interested staff a “preview” in the hour leading up to the public sessions. You are more than 
welcome to stay for the public session as well. If you would prefer to set up a meeting at a different time, 
please contact us at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
cc Mr. Don McArthur, CAO/Clerk, Township of Schreiber 
     Ms. Marlene Bottomley, Treasurer/Deputy Clerk, Township of Schreiber 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue
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WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  


JOIGNEZ-VOUS À NOUS :
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Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway
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Township of Terrace Bay 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: CAO@TerraceBay.ca
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 3:10:27 PM

Dear Mr. Hall:
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the township via email to this email
 address. In addition Hydro One will distribute one paper copy to be made available for public review
 at the municipal office located at Township of Terrace Bay, 1 Selkirk Avenue, P.O. Box 40, Terrace
 Bay, ON, P0T 2W0, office hours Monday to Friday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 
If there are needs for additional paper copies, or if the above contact information is inaccurate
 please notify us by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to ensure time for delivery of the printed
 documents. We can be reached via email:  Community.Relations@HydroOne.com or telephone: 1-
877-345-6799.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
Thank you,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Hydro One
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:CAO@TerraceBay.ca
mailto:Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: cao@terracebay.ca
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link Project - Update
Date: August 7, 2018 4:00:10 PM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_Municipal notification_Township of Terrace Bay.pdf

Good afternoon Mr. Hall:
 
Please see attached a notification letter that Hydro One has released a revised draft Terms of
 Reference for our Lake Superior Link project.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate this to Mayor and members of Council? 
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.
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August 7, 2018 
 
Mayor Jody Davis and Members of Council  
Township of Terrace Bay  
1 Selkirk Avenue, P.O. Box 40  
Terrace Bay ON P0T 2W0 
 
Via email 
 
 
Dear Mayor Davis and Council: 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with municipalities and 
community stakeholders will continue throughout the life of the project.  
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Steven Mantifel 
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
cc. Mr. Jonathan Hall, CAO/Clerk, Township of Terrace Bay 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: cao@terracebay.ca
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 11, 2018 11:59:41 AM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Terrace Bay - ToR open for comments - June 11.pdf

Dear Mr. Hall:
Hydro One recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of Reference (ToR) for our
 Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA). The project is for a new
 transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS. The draft ToR
 document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018. Please see
 the attached document with more information.
Thank you!
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:cao@terracebay.ca
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June 11, 2018 
 
Mayor Jody Davis 
and Members of Council 
Township of Terrace Bay 
1 Selkirk Avenue, P.O. Box 40 
Terrace Bay ON P0T 2W0 
 
Dear Mayor Davis and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of 
Reference (ToR) for our Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA).  The project is 
for a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS.   The draft ToR 
document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018.  
 
The ToR sets out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements 
when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that will be 
undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route 
alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects. 
 
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public and other 
interested persons are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. The draft ToR document 
can be reviewed on Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link Project page www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. 
A hard copy of the document will be delivered to your office the week of June 11, 2018 for review as well.  
 
Upon completion of the ToR, the document will be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in 
the ToR. 
 
If you have comments, inquiries or requests for additional information please feel free to reach out to me at 
1-877-345-6799 or email Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
cc Mr. Jonathan Hall, CAO/Clerk, Township of Terrace Bay 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: cao@terracebay.ca
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Attachments: image003.jpg

Terrace Bay - NoC - May 28th.pdf

Dear Mr. Hall:
 
As you are aware, earlier this year Hydro One filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board to
 construct the Lake Superior Link, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer
 Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. We have now initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
 proposed project. The attached newspaper ad, which will be running this week and next week in
 local newspapers, contains more information. I have also attached a flyer which will be delivered to
 residents in the project area over the coming days.
 
Similar to the information drop-ins we held along our proposed route in March, we will be hosting a
 series of Community Information Centres in your area in mid-June. The public session in Terrace Bay

 will be at the Terrace Bay Cultural Centre on Tuesday, June 12th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  We would
 like to invite Mayor Davis, members of Council, you and interested staff to attend a preview from
 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  You are all more than welcome to stay for the public session as well.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate the attached to Mayor Davis, members of Council and interested
 staff? 
 
Thank you!
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:cao@terracebay.ca
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May 28, 2018 
 
Mayor Jody Davis 
and Members of Council 
Township of Terrace Bay 
1 Selkirk Avenue, P.O. Box 40 
Terrace Bay ON P0T 2W0 
 
Dear Mayor Davis and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission 
line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be published 
in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The attached community flyer, 
which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and interest groups in your community and 
along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with local elected officials, and would like to offer you, Council 
and any interested staff a “preview” in the hour leading up to the public sessions. You are more than 
welcome to stay for the public session as well. If you would prefer to set up a meeting at a different time, 
please contact us at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
cc Mr. Jonathan Hall, CAO/Clerk, Township of Terrace Bay 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue
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WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  


JOIGNEZ-VOUS À NOUS :
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Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway
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Township of White River 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: CAO@WhiteRiver.ca
Subject: Hydro One distribution of the Proposed Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link project
Date: August 22, 2018 3:09:05 PM

Dear Ms. Forsyth
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. is in the process of finalizing a proposed Terms of Reference (ToR) for an
 Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Lake Superior Link project. Once complete Hydro
 One will submit the proposed ToR to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
 for review as required under the Environmental Assessment Act.
 
An electronic copy of the Proposed ToR will be provided to the township via email to this email
 address. In addition Hydro One will distribute one paper copy to be made available for public review
 at the municipal office located at 102 Durham Street, PO Box 307, White River, ON P0M 3G0, office
 hours Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
 
If there are needs for additional paper copies, or if the above contact information is inaccurate
 please notify us by this Friday, August 24, 2018, to ensure time for delivery of the printed
 documents. We can be reached via email:  Community.Relations@HydroOne.com or telephone: 1-
877-345-6799.
 
The ToR is the first step in the EA process and outlines the work plan Hydro One will follow to
 address the requirements under the Environmental Assessment Act. If approved by the MECP, the
 ToR will provide the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the EA.
 Important elements of the EA will be to evaluate the alternative routes, assess potential effects and
 determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects.
 
Thank you,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Hydro One
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:CAO@WhiteRiver.ca
mailto:Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: cao@whiteriver.ca
Subject: Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link Project - Update
Date: August 7, 2018 4:00:30 PM
Attachments: Revised draft ToR_Municipal notification_Township of White River.pdf

Good afternoon Ms. Forsyth:
 
Please see attached a notification letter that Hydro One has released a revised draft Terms of
 Reference for our Lake Superior Link project.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate this to Mayor and members of Council? 
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
 
This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.
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August 7, 2018 
 
Mayor Angelo Bazzoni 
and Members of Council 
Township of White River 
102 Durham Street, PO Box 307 
White River, ON P0M 3G0 
 
Via email 
 
 
Dear Mayor Bazzoni and Council: 
 
Hydro One Releases Revised Draft Terms of Reference – Lake Superior Link Project 
 
As you may recall, Hydro One released a draft Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment of 
its Lake Superior Link project for review and comment from June 11 to July 10, 2018. We have now 
updated this document to include further comments and feedback from government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other stakeholders. This revised draft Terms of Reference is available on 
Hydro One’s project website at www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. We will be accepting any further 
input on this document until Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Further consultation with municipalities and 
community stakeholders will continue throughout the life of the project.  
 
Should you have any questions or comments, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely,  


 
Steven Mantifel 
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
cc. Ms. Tina Forsyth, CAO/Clerk-Treasurer, Township of White River 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: cao@whiteriver.ca
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Date: June 11, 2018 12:08:58 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

White River - ToR open for comments - June 11.pdf

Dear Ms. Forsyth:
Hydro One recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of Reference (ToR) for our
 Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA). The project is for a new
 transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS. The draft ToR
 document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018. Please see
 the attached document with more information.
Thank you!
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel
Manager, Special Projects
Corporate Affairs

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information intended only for the person or
 persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction, copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited.
 If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the transmission
 received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial
 email.

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:cao@whiteriver.ca
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June 11, 2018 
 
Mayor Angelo Bazzoni 
and Members of Council 
Township of White River 
102 Durham Street, PO Box 307 
White River, ON P0M 3G0 
 
Dear Mayor Bazzoni and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) recently sent you a Notice of Commencement of the Terms of 
Reference (ToR) for our Lake Superior Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA).  The project is 
for a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and Wawa TS.   The draft ToR 
document is open for review and public comment from June 11, 2018 to July 10, 2018.  
 
The ToR sets out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements 
when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that will be 
undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route 
alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or mitigate these effects. 
 
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal officials, members of the public and other 
interested persons are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. The draft ToR document 
can be reviewed on Hydro One’s Lake Superior Link Project page www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink. 
A hard copy of the document will be delivered to your office the week of June 11, 2018 for review as well.  
 
Upon completion of the ToR, the document will be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in 
the ToR. 
 
If you have comments, inquiries or requests for additional information please feel free to reach out to me at 
1-877-345-6799 or email Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
 
cc Ms. Tina Forsyth, CAO/Clerk-Treasurer, Township of White River 



http://www.hydroone.com/LakeSuperiorLink





From: community.relations@HydroOne.com
To: cao@whiteriver.ca
Subject: Update on Hydro One"s Lake Superior Link
Attachments: image003.jpg

White River - NoC - May 28th.pdf

Dear Ms. Forsyth:
 
As you are aware, earlier this year Hydro One filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board to
 construct the Lake Superior Link, a new transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer
 Station (TS) and our Wawa TS. We have now initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
 proposed project. The attached newspaper ad, which will be running this week and next week in
 local newspapers, contains more information. I have also attached a flyer which will be delivered to
 residents in the project area over the coming days.
 
Similar to the information drop-ins we held along our proposed route in March, we will be hosting a
 series of Community Information Centres in your area in mid-June. The public session in White River

 will be at the White River Community Centre on Thursday, June 14th from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  We
 would like to invite Mayor Bazzoni, members of Council, you and interested staff to attend a
 preview from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  You are all more than welcome to stay for the public session as
 well.
 
Can I ask that you kindly circulate the attached to Mayor Bazzoni, members of Council and
 interested staff? 
 
Thank you!
 
Yours truly,

Steven Mantifel

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:community.relations@HydroOne.com
mailto:cao@whiteriver.ca
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May 28, 2018 
 
Mayor Angelo Bazzoni 
and Members of Council 
Township of White River 
102 Durham Street, PO Box 307 
White River, ON P0M 3G0 
 
Dear Mayor Bazzoni and Council: 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) has initiated the Terms of Reference for an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link 
project. The Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-
West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line "…continues to be the recommended 
alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the 
long term." The EA will consider two route alternatives for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission 
line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa. 
 
The attached Notice of Commencement and invitation to Community Information Centres will be published 
in local newspapers leading up to the June Community Information Centres. The attached community flyer, 
which contains similar information, will be delivered to residents and interest groups in your community and 
along the project route.  
 
We are eager to continue our conversation with local elected officials, and would like to offer you, Council 
and any interested staff a “preview” in the hour leading up to the public sessions. You are more than 
welcome to stay for the public session as well. If you would prefer to set up a meeting at a different time, 
please contact us at your earliest convenience. 
 
If you have further questions, please contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Steven Mantifel  
Manager, Special Projects 
 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
cc Ms. Tina Forsyth, CAO/Clerk-Treasurer, Township of White River 







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 
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DEAR RESIDENT: 
Powering northern Ontario is an important part of Hydro One’s past and future. Hydro One has a vision for the 
North, which is why earlier this year we applied to the Ontario Energy Board for approval to construct a new 
transmission line between our Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) and our Wawa TS, as shown on the map below. 
Our project, the Lake Superior Link, is the most innovative and cost-effective solution for Ontario electricity customers. 
Hydro One is committed to delivering safe, reliable and affordable power to homes and businesses in the North. 


We have initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed 
project. The EA will consider two route options for a new double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between 
Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map below. The 
reference route would primarily be built on or adjacent to Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor, 
with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion. Through Pukaskwa National Park, the existing line would 
be upgraded without widening the corridor. As shown below, the reference route alternative follows that same path, 
with the exception of a variance around Pukaskwa National Park. 


PLEASE JOIN US:
MONDAY, 
JUNE 11, 2018


Thunder Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Valhalla Inn  
Viking Room 
1 Valhalla Inn Road


Nipigon 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 32  
102 5th Street


TUESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2018
Red Rock  
12 P.M. – 2 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 226  
43 Salls Street


Dorion 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Dorion Community Centre 
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Terrace Bay Cultural   
Centre     
13 Selkirk Avenue


WEDNESDAY,  
JUNE 13,  2018
Schreiber 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Schreiber Municipal Gym 
204 Alberta Street


Marathon 
2 P.M. – 7 P.M. 
Marathon Centre Mall 
2 Hemlo Drive  


THURSDAY,  
JUNE 14, 2018
White River 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
White River Community 
Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Wawa 
5 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 429 
51 Broadway Avenue
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WE WANT  
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!   
We started conversations with local 
communities in March during our first round 
of information drop-ins, and we would 
like to continue to speak with community 
members about how our proposed project 
will deliver tangible benefits. We will be 
hosting a series of Community Information 
Centres along the proposed route – please 
stop by to learn more about the EA process, 
get a project update, and provide your 
feedback.  


FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT US:
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink


May 30, 2018







CHÈRE RÉSIDENTE, CHER RÉSIDENT,
Approvisionner le Nord de l’Ontario en électricité est et sera toujours pour Hydro One une part importante de sa 
mission. Nous avons une vision pour cette région; c’est pourquoi, plus tôt cette année, nous avons demandé à la 
Commission de l’énergie de l’Ontario l’autorisation de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport entre notre poste de 
transformation (PT) de Lakehead et celui de Wawa (voir la carte). Notre projet, le Corridor Lac Supérieur, représente 
la solution la plus novatrice et la plus économique pour les abonnés d’électricité de l’Ontario. Hydro One est là pour 
assurer un approvisionnement sûr et fiable et de coût abordable aux habitations et aux entreprises du Nord.  


Nous avons, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales, entrepris une évaluation environnementale 
(EE) pour ce projet. L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de transport 
à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts entre le PT de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa. L’itinéraire de 
référence suivrait principalement le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One ou un tracé adjacent à 
ce corridor, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon qui serait aménagé près de Dorion. Dans le parc national Pukaskwa, 
la ligne existante serait rénovée sans qu’il y ait élargissement du corridor. L’autre itinéraire de référence suit le même 
tracé, à l’exception d’un nouveau tronçon de corridor qui contournerait le parc national Pukaskwa.  


JOIGNEZ-VOUS À NOUS :
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Séance d’information publique


NOUS SOUHAITONS  
CONNAÎTRE VOS  
COMMENTAIRES!  
Nous désirons poursuivre la conversation entamée 
avec vous en mars, lors de notre première série de 
haltes-information, pour vous parler des avantages 
concrets que notre projet représente pour vous. Nous 
tiendrons plusieurs séances d’information publique 
le long de l’itinéraire proposé pour vous en dire plus 
sur le processus d’EE, faire le point sur le projet et 
recueillir vos commentaires.   


POUR D’AUTRES 
RENSEIGNEMENTS, N’HÉSITEZ 
PAS À NOUS CONTACTER ::
Stephanie Hodsoll  
Hydro One Community Relations
Tel: 1-877-345-6799
Email: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com


30 Mai 2018


Lundi 11 juin 2018
Thunder Bay 
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Nipigon 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne  
Filiale 32 
102, 5e Rue 


Mardi 21 juin 2018
Red Rock 
12 h – 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 226  
43, rue Salls


Dorion 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire  
175 Dorion Loop Road


Terrace Bay 
17 h – 19 h 30 
Centre culturel  
13, avenue Selkirk


Mercredi 13 juin 2018
Schreiber 
17 h - 19 h 30  
Gymnase municipal   
204, rue Alberta


Marathon 
14 h - 17 h  
Marathon Centre Mall  
2 Hemlo Drive


Jeudi 14 juin 2018
White River  
17 h – 19 h 30  
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg


Wawa 
17 h – 19 h 30  
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 
51, avenue Broadway
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Transport Canada 

  

 

Hydro One Networks Inc. - Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Terms of Reference Record of Consultation 



From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: July 5, 2018 11:13:05 AM

 

From: EnviroOnt [mailto:EnviroOnt@tc.gc.ca] 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2018 10:05 AM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Subject: RE: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the
 Lake Superior Link Project
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Greetings,
 
Thank you for your correspondence.
 
Please note Transport Canada does not require receipt of all individual or Class EA related
 notifications. We are requesting project proponents to self-assess if their project:
 

1.  Will interact with a federal property and/or waterway by reviewing the Directory of Federal
 Real Property, available at at www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/dfrp-rbif/; and

2.  Will require approval and/or authorization under any Acts administered by Transport Canada*
 available at http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/acts-regulations/menu.htm.

 
Projects that will occur on federal property prior to exercising a power, performing a function or
 duty in relation to that project, will be subject to a determination of the likelihood of significant
 adverse environmental effects, per Section 67  of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act,
 2012.
 
If the aforementioned does not apply, the Environmental Assessment program should not be
 included in any further correspondence and future notifications will not receive a response. If there
 is a role under the program, correspondence should be forwarded electronically to:
 EnviroOnt@tc.gc.ca with a brief description of Transport Canada’s expected role.
 
*Below is a summary of the most common Acts that have applied to projects in an Environmental
 Assessment context:

 
·        Navigation Protection Act (NPA) – the Act applies primarily to works constructed or placed

 in, on, over, under, through, or across scheduled navigable waters set out under the Act.
 The Navigation Protection Program administers the NPA through the review and
 authorization of works affecting scheduled navigable waters. Information about the
 Program, NPA and approval process is available at: http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/programs-
621.html. Enquiries can be directed to NPPONT-PPNONT@tc.gc.ca or by calling (519) 383-
1863.

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com
http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/dfrp-rbif/
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/acts-regulations/menu.htm
mailto:EnviroOnt@tc.gc.ca
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/programs-621.html
http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/programs-621.html
mailto:NPPONT-PPNONT@tc.gc.ca


From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: NPPONT-PPNONT@tc.gc.ca
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Notification of Commencement of Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link

 Project
Date: May 28, 2018 10:34:39 AM
Attachments: LSL_NoC_Agency Letter TC.pdf

Hello Transport Canada,
 
I am emailing to notify you of the commencement of a Terms of Reference for an Individual
 Environmental Assessment for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. Please find the attached
 notification letter as well as a copy of the newspaper advertisement of the public notification. Feel
 free to contact me if you have any questions about this project. 
 
I look forward to hearing back from you.
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 
 

This email and any attached files are privileged and may contain confidential information
 intended only for the person or persons named above. Any other distribution, reproduction,
 copying, disclosure, or other dissemination is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
 email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the
 transmission received by you. This statement applies to the initial email as well as any and all
 copies (replies and/or forwards) of the initial email

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:NPPONT-PPNONT@tc.gc.ca
mailto:bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
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AVIS — COMMENCEMENT DU CADRE DE RÉFÉRENCE ET INVITATION À UNE SÉANCE D’INFORMATION PUBLIQUE
concernant le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur — Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) entreprend actuellement, conformément à la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales de l’Ontario, une évaluation environnementale (EE) pour le Projet 
du Corridor Lac Supérieur. L’étude de la Société indépendante d’exploitation du réseau d’électricité (SIERE) – Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 – qui 
évalue la nécessité d’étendre la ligne de connexion Est-Ouest existante, indique qu’une nouvelle ligne de transport « demeure la solution de rechange recommandée pour maintenir dans 
le long terme un approvisionnement d’électricité fiable et rentable dans le Nord-Ouest de l’Ontario ». L’EE examinera deux itinéraires possibles pour l’implantation d’une nouvelle ligne de 
transport à deux circuits à 230 kilovolts, qui s’étendrait sur 400 km entre le poste de transformation (PT) de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay, et le PT de Wawa, près de Wawa (voir la carte). 
L’itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro One, sauf qu’un nouveau tronçon de corridor est prévu près de Dorion et qu’une 
section de l’infrastructure traversant le parc national Pukaskwa serait modifiée. L’autre itinéraire de référence globalement suit en parallèle le corridor de connexion Est-Ouest existant de Hydro 
One, sauf en ce qui concerne ici aussi un nouveau tronçon de corridor prévu près de Dorion et un autre tronçon qui passera à l’extérieur du parc national Pukaskwa. 
En mars 2018, Hydro One a tenu des haltes-information le long de l’itinéraire envisagé pour permettre aux intervenants de mieux se renseigner sur le Projet du Corridor Lac Supérieur, de 
rencontrer l’équipe responsable et de faire part de leurs commentaires. Hydro One est au courant de la vaste consultation qui a été déjà menée sur l’autre route de référence et fera tout son 
possible pour simplifier la consultation et les études. 
Processus de planification 
L’EE est menée conformément aux exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales (la Loi). La première étape consiste à préparer un cadre de référence qui établit le plan des travaux et 
études à mener en réponse aux exigences de la Loi; le cadre indique en particulier les études et les activités de consultation qui seront entreprises. Une partie importante des activités consistera à 
examiner l’itinéraire de référence envisagé et l’autre itinéraire de référence, d’en évaluer les effets potentiels et de déterminer les mesures à prendre pour réduire ou atténuer ces effets.
Une version provisoire du cadre de référence sera mise à la disposition 
de la collectivité pour examen et commentaires au début de l’été 2018. 
Hydro One pense que le cadre de référence sera achevé en milieu 
d’été, après quoi il sera présenté au ministre de l’Environnement et 
de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (le ministre) pour 
examen et décision. S’il est approuvé, Hydro One entamera l’étude 
environnementale conformément au cadre de référence. 
Consultation
Nous encourageons les parties intéressées, notamment les 
collectivités autochtones, les organismes gouvernementaux, les 
dirigeants municipaux et les membres du public à prendre part 
activement au processus de planification. Des occasions de 
consultation et de participation seront organisées tout au long du 
processus de planification; elles seront annoncées dans les journaux 
locaux, au moyen d’envois postaux et sur le site Web du projet. 
Les membres de l’équipe Hydro One sont toujours disponibles pour 
discuter le projet avec les parties.
Nous tiendrons une autre série de séances d’information publique 
(voir ci-dessous) pour faire le point sur le projet et poursuivre les 
discussions sur les avantages tangibles que ce projet représente pour 
les collectivités de la région. 
Joignez-vous à nous : 
Lundi 11 juin 2018 Mardi 12 juin 2018 Mercredi 13 juin 2018 Jeudi 14 juin 2018
Thunder Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Valhalla Inn - Salle Viking 
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 h - 14 h 
Légion royale canadienne, Filiale 226
43, rue Salls 


Schreiber
17 h - 19 h 30 
Gymnase municipal 
204, rue Alberta


White River
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire 
6, rue Winnipeg 


Nipigon
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne
Filiale 32 – 102, 5e Rue 


Dorion
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre communautaire, 175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
17 h - 19 h 30 
Centre culturel, 13, avenue Selkirk


Marathon
14 h - 17 h 
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
17 h - 19 h 30 
Légion royale canadienne 
Filiale 429 – 51, av. Broadway 


L’information recueillie aux séances d’information sera utilisée pour la préparation du cadre de référence et de l’évaluation environnementale. 
Pour d’autres renseignements sur ce projet, veuillez contacter : 
Bruce Hopper, Planificateur environnemental 
Hydro One Networks Inc.
Tél. : 1 877 345-6799 / Téléc. : 416 345-6984
Courriel : Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Site Web : www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
Tous les renseignements personnels requis lors de la soumission de commentaires, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et l’adresse de la 
propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement et de l’Action en matière de changement climatique (MEACC) à des 
fins de transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales ou sont recueillis et 
conservés dans le but de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, comme le prévoit l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information 
et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous 
demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements, veuillez contacter le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de 
la protection de la vie privée du MEACC au 416 327-1434. 


")


")


")


Lac Supérieur 


Première Nation 
Fort William 


Première Nation 
Michipicoten


PARC NATIONAL 
PUKASKWA


Wawa


Dorion


Nipigon


Marathon


Schreiber Terrace Bay


White River


Thunder Bay


PT DE WAWA


PT DE LAKEHEAD


PT DE MARATHON 
ROUTE 17


R


OUTE


11
/ 1


7


R
O


UT
E


11


ROUT E 101


R OUTE 17


Première Nation 
Ojibway de 
Pic River 


Bande indienne 
de Red Rock 


Première Nation 
Pays Plat 


Première Nation 
Pic Mobert 


[0 20 40
km


Itinéraire de référence
Autre itinéraire de référence


") Poste de transformation (PT)
Réserve Première Nation 


1/900 000







NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF TERMS OF REFERENCE AND INVITATION TO COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTRE
Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) is initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act for the proposed Lake Superior Link project. The 
Independent Electricity System Operator’s (IESO) Updated Assessment of the Need for the East-West Tie Expansion, 2017 states that a new transmission line “…continues to be the 
recommended alternative to maintaining a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity in Northwestern Ontario for the long term.” The EA will consider two route alternatives 
for a new 400 km, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line between Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay and Wawa TS near Wawa, as shown on the map. 
The reference route generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission corridor with the exception of a new section of corridor near Dorion and a section through 
Pukaskwa National Park where existing infrastructure would be modified. The reference route alternative generally parallels Hydro One’s existing East-West Tie transmission 
corridor with the exception of a new corridor section near Dorion and a section that traverses around Pukaskwa National Park. 
In March 2018, Hydro One hosted public information drop-ins along the project route to provide initial opportunities for stakeholders to learn more about the Lake Superior Link 
project, meet the project team and provide feedback. Hydro One is aware of the extensive consultation already completed on the reference route alternative and will make best 
efforts to streamline consultation and studies whenever possible. 
The Planning Process
This EA will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The first step is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR) which will set 
out the framework and work plan for addressing Environmental Assessment Act requirements when preparing the EA, including an outline of the studies and consultation activities that 
will be undertaken. Important elements of this work will be to evaluate the reference route and reference route alternative, assess potential effects and determine measures to reduce or 
mitigate these effects. 
A draft ToR will be made available for review and comment 
during early summer 2018. Hydro One anticipates that the 
ToR will be completed mid-summer 2018, at which point it will 
be submitted to the Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change (Minister) for review and decision. If approved by the 
Minister, the EA will proceed as outlined in the ToR. 
Consultation
Indigenous communities, government agencies, municipal 
officials, members of the public and other interested persons 
are encouraged to actively participate in the planning process. 
Consultation and engagement opportunities will be organized 
throughout the planning process and communicated via 
community newspaper advertisements, mailings and on the 
project website. Members of Hydro One’s project team are 
always available to discuss the project with interested parties.
We will be hosting another round of Community Information 
Centres as outlined below to provide a project update and 
continue discussions about delivering tangible benefits to 
communities in the project area. 
Please join us:
Monday, June 11, 2018 Tuesday, June 12, 2018 Wednesday, June 13, 2018 Thursday, June 14, 2018
Thunder Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Valhalla Inn – Viking Room
1 Valhalla Inn Road 


Red Rock
12 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 226
43 Salls Street


Schreiber
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Schreiber Municipal Gym
204 Alberta Street


White River
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
White River Community Centre 
6 Winnipeg Street


Nipigon
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 32
102 5th Street


Dorion
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Dorion Community Centre
175 Dorion Loop Road
Terrace Bay
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Terrace Bay Cultural Centre, 13 Selkirk Avenue


Marathon
2 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Marathon Centre Mall
2 Hemlo Drive


Wawa
5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 429
51 Broadway Avenue


Information gathered at these Community Information Centres will be used both to complete the ToR and to gather information toward completion of the EA. 
For further information about this project, please contact:
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner
Hydro One Networks Inc.
T: 1-877-345-6799 / F: 416-345-6984
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
Website: www.HydroOne.com/LakeSuperiorLink
All personal information in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained, and disclosed 
by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the 
authority of the Environmental Assessment Act, or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public, as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a 
public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, 
please contact the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.
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Ministry of Energy, Northern 
Development and Mines 
 
Strategic Services Branch 
 
933 Ramsey Lake Road, B6 
Sudbury ON  P3E 6B5 
Tel.: (705) 670-3003 
Fax: (705) 670-5803 
Toll Free: 1-888-415-9845, Ext 3003 

Ministère de l’Énergie, du Développement 
du Nord et des Mines 
 
Direction des services stratégiques 
 
933, chemin du lac Ramsey, étage B6 
Sudbury ON  P3E 6B5 
Tél.: (705) 670-3003 
Téléc.: (705) 670-5803 
Sans frais : 1-888-415-9845, poste 3003 

 

July 6, 2018 

Bruce Hopper 
Environmental Planner 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 
483 Bay St 
North Tower, 12th Floor 
Toronto, ON M5G 2P5 

Via email: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com 

Dear Mr. Hopper, 

Re.: Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project Draft Terms of Reference 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed East-West Tie transmission 
line. The Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines’ (MENDM) Mines and Minerals 
Division has reviewed the information provided with respect to mine hazards, mining lands, 
geology and mineral resource potential. MENDM’s Northern Development Division reviewed the 
information with respect to potential economic and development impacts and relevant local 
intelligence. 

Regional Economic Development (Northern Development Division) 

The Ministry’s Regional Economic Development Branch (REDB) has been working with 
Supercom, a group of First Nations that have partnered with Nextbridge on their proposed East-
West Tie transmission line. REDB has supported Supercom in negotiating funding through the 
Ministry of Advanced Education and Skills Development for training for Supercom communities 
in preparation for the opportunities associated with the construction and the spin-off business 
development opportunities of the East-West tie development. If the Ontario Energy Board 
approves Hydro One’s proposal the training for the communities will remain relevant. As well, 
the ministry expects that a partnership with Supercom would be facilitated by Hydro One. REDB 
would continue to support the communities’ needs related to economic development and 
training through programming and partnerships with other ministries. 
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Mine Hazards (Mines and Minerals Division) 

MENDM has identified 21 Abandoned Mine Information System (AMIS) sites (with 61 
associated mine hazard features) under the jurisdiction of the Mining Act within 1 km of the 
study area. There are also two (2) AMIS sites (with three (3) associated AMIS features under 
the jurisdiction of the Aggregate Resources Act. All of these sites are classified as Type C sites 
(see Attachment 1).  

Within a 2-4 km buffer of the study area there are an additional 50 AMIS sites (with 132 
associated mine hazard features) under the jurisdiction of the Mining Act and two (2) AMIS sites 
(with two (2) associated mine hazard features) under the jurisdiction of the Aggregate 
Resources Act. The classifications for these AMIS sites are listed in Table 1. 

The location of the AMIS sites within the proximity of the proposed project are provided in 
Attachment 2 (MS-Excel document). Attachment 3 provides the ministry’s AMIS disclaimer 
information. Known and unknown mine hazards have the potential to pose a serious risk to 
public safety, human health and the environment. For more information about AMIS sites please 
contact Ritesh Navale, Mine Hazard Technical Specialist at (705) 670-5937 or 
Ritesh.Navale@ontario.ca 

Jurisdiction Classification 
Number of AMIS 

sites 
Number of AMIS 

features 

Aggregate Resources 
Act (Ministry of 
Natural Resources 
and Forestry) 

n/a 2 2 

Mining Act (Ministry of 
Northern 
Development and 
Mines 

Type B 2 8 

Type C 32 96 

Type D 16 28 

Table 1: AMIS site classifications within 2‐4 km of project area 

Mining Lands 

With respect to mining lands, there are a number of dispositions within the study area (see 
Attachment 4). The majority of these dispositions are surface rights patents, for which the 
ministry has very little information for. Mining claim information can be found at the ministry’s 
Mining Lands Administration (MLAS) map viewer: https://www.MENDM.gov.on.ca/en/mines-
and-minerals/applications/mining-lands-administration-system-mlas-map-viewer  

The ministry’s review of MLAS indicates that there is an unpatented mining claim located within 
the proposed withdrawal area. Overall, the ministry has no objections to the withdrawal as long 
as the necessary consent(s) are obtained from the claim holder(s) pursuant to Section 51 of the 
Mining Act: 

Surface rights on unpatented mining claim 
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51. (1) Except as in this Act is otherwise provided, the holder of an unpatented mining 
claim has the right prior to any subsequent right to the user of the surface rights, except 
the right to sand, peat and gravel, for prospecting and the efficient exploration, 
development and operation of the mines, minerals and mining rights.   

Disposition of surface rights 

(2) Where the holder of an unpatented mining claim consents to the disposition of 
surface rights under the Public Lands Act, the recorder shall make an entry on the 
record of the claim respecting the consent, and thereupon the surface rights may be 
dealt with as provided in the Public Lands Act.   

Therefore the proponent must obtain consent to the dispositions of the surface rights from the 
claim holder and provide the ministry with such consent (form attached – Attachment 5).  

Geology and Mineral Resource Potential 

MENDM’s Resident Geologist Program provides the following comments. From Thunder Bay to 
Black Sturgeon River the routes deviates north from the previously proposed route by 
Nextbridge. The new corridor directly impacts Panoramic Resources Ltd.’s Thunder Bay North 
PGM Project: http://panoramicresources.com/thunder-bay-north-pgm-project. Please contact 
the exploration company directly for comments. 

From Black Sturgeon River to Wawa, the route appears to match the existing 230kV line and 
the previous proposal from Nextbridge. For this reason impacts on local mineral exploration will 
be minimal in both the negative and positive aspects. 

Published reports and Mineral Deposit Inventory (and as well as AMIS records) are available for 
viewing or free download through the Geology Ontario portal at 
http://www.geologyontario.MNDM.gov.on.ca and OGS Earth at 
https://www.MNDM.gov.on.ca/en/mines-and-minerals/applications/ogsearth    

Draft Terms of Reference 

Regarding Appendix 2, “Potential effect on Mineral and aggregate resources”, page 75: mining 
claims do not only represent “future mining operations”, they represent an industry of their own, 
specifically the mineral exploration industry. Therefore, MENDM suggests that the rationale be 
“Potential effects may occur on the mineral exploration industry.” 

If you have any questions about MENDM’s response please feel free to contact me at (705) 
670-5918 or Jennifer.Paetz@Ontario.ca 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Paetz, BES., MCC. 
Initiatives Coordinator 
Strategic Support Unit 

Attachments 







 

 

 

 

Please be aware of the following regarding the AMIS data: 
 

The information herein is provided by MNDM free of charge and for information 
purposes only. All information is provided “as is” without warranties or conditions of any 
kind either expressed or implied. In providing the AMIS database information, MNDM 
and the Government of Ontario accept no liability and make no warranty or any 
representation regarding the use, accuracy, applicability, completeness, performance, 
availability, security or reliability of the information, through field measurements or 
otherwise. It is the sole responsibility of the person choosing to receive and use this 
information to verify the accuracy of any information obtained from this data package. 
The reader is warned to undertake his or her own independent investigation to validate 
this information.  Reports provided within are not compliant with CSA standards. 

 
The maps and/or coordinates provided are not intended for navigational, survey, or land 
title determination purposes.  Maps included may not show unregistered land tenure 
and interests in land including certain patents, leases, easements, rights of way, 
flooding rights, licences, or other forms of disposition of rights and interest from the 
Crown. Land tenure and land uses that restrict or prohibit free entry to stake mining 
claims may not be illustrated. 

 
Ministry Contact Information 

 

Abandoned Mines Program 
Willet Green Miller Center – Level B6 
933 Ramsay Lake Road 
Sudbury ON P3E 6B5 

 
Marc Stewart Ritesh Navale 
Phone: 705-670-5822 Phone: 705-670-5937 
Email: Marc.Stewart@ontario.ca Email: Ritesh.Navale@ontario.ca 
Mine Rehabilitation Project Coordinator Mine Hazards Technical Specialist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministry of Northern Development and Mines 
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Ministry of Northern 
Development and Mines 

 

Mineral Development and Lands Branch 
 

 

933 Ramsey Lake Road, B6 
Sudbury ON  P3E 6B5 
Tel.:   (705) 670-5937 
Fax:    (705) 670-5803 
Toll Free: 1-888-415-9845, Ext 5937 

Ministère du Développement 
du Nord et des Mines 

 

Direction de l’exploitation des minéraux et de 
la gestion des terrains miniers 

 

933, chemin du lac Ramsey, étage B6 
Sudbury ON  P3E 6B5 
Tél.: (705) 670-5806 
Téléc.: (705) 670-5803 
Sans frais : 1-888-415-9845, poste 5806 

 

mailto:Marc.Stewart@ontario.ca
mailto:Ritesh.Navale@ontario.ca


 

Consent to the Disposition  
of Surface Rights 
 

 Under the Mining Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter M.14 or  
the Public Lands Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter P.43 

 
Information collected on this form is used to maintain a public record under section 51(2) of the Mining Act. Questions about this form should be directed to a 
Provincial Mining Recorder, Ministry of Northern Development and Mines, 3rd Floor, 933 Ramsey Lake Road, Sudbury, Ontario, P3E 6B5. Telephone number 1-
888-415-9845 or (705) 670-5742. 
 
 

 
TO THE PROVINCIAL MINING RECORDER: 
 
RE: MINING CLAIM(S) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
I/we _______________________________________________________________ ,  being all the recorded holders of the above-noted  
                                (print name) 
claims, hereby consent(s) to the disposition of the surface rights under the Public Lands Act with respect to all or part of such claims as shown 
outlined in red on Sketch attached hereto as Schedule A, subject to my/our maintaining prior rights to the use of the surface rights for 
prospecting and the efficient exploration, development and operation of the mines, minerals, and mining rights. 
 

Signature of Recorded Holder or Company Officer (state position held) 

 

 

Date           

Signature of Recorded Holder or Company Officer (state position held) 

 

 

Date 

Print name of witness 

 

 

Signature of witness* Date 
 

 
 
 
Note:  *The witness should know the recorded holder or ask for the person’s identification before signing as the witness.    
 

This form can be signed by: 

a)  the recorded holder of the claim or by the holder’s agent authorized by recorded instrument in writing.    

  
b) a corporation’s authorized person, provided that either 

         (i)    the corporation’s seal is affixed to the form; or 

         (ii)    the form contains a statement by the person that he or she has authority to bind the corporation. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
(Nov 2006) 
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Comments on the Lake Superior Link Transmission Project Environmental Asessement Draft Terms of 
Reference prepared by Hydro One Networks Inc. June 2018 

June 22, 2018 

Comments provided by:  

• Courtney Irvine, Resource Management Officer/ Impact Assessment Officer, Pukaskwa National 
Park 

• Marie-Claude Martel, Impact Assessment Specialist, Natural Resource Conservation Branch, 
Parks Canada Agency 

 Comments in red are direct text adjustments, comments in green need to be addressed.  

 

Section 2.5.  

“Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEA Act).”- Normally we refer to this as CEAA 2012. 

“The Lake Superior Lake project is not considered a “designated project” as the Project does not meet the 
requirements as stipulated in the regulation designating physical activities, and therefore the CEA Act 
does not apply.” This is incorrect, as Section 67 of CEAA 2012 applies to this project.  

“Although the Lake Superior Link project is not a designated project under the CEA Act, the Project may 
will require federal approvals or authorizations where the transmission route crosses federal lands” 

The 4th paragraph is confusing. The new project vs the “maintenance” project should be more defined. I 
would not give detail of the renewed project as it is not the mandate of this ToR. 

“Authorization for works within Pukaskwa National Park will be required from Parks Canada. Hydro One 
currently has a License of Occupation for its existing infrastructure and this license is currently being 
renewed, remaining in effect until such renewal is complete. Upgrades to existing infrastructure within the 
Park are allowable within the existing license agreement as they are not considered new development.  

The completion of either a Detailed Impact Assessment will be necessary to fulfill Section 67 of the CEAA 
2012 legal requirement for the section of the Reference Route which passes through Pukaskwa National 
Park.  

Parks Canada has confirmed in a letter sent on 27 November 2017 that Parks Canada is prepared to 
continue to consider the Hydro One request in accordance with the License of Occupation, applicable 
laws and policies, and Indigenous consultation obligations. Additionally, mitigations would need to be 
identified and more information on construction impacts, as per Article 8.01 of the current License 
Agreement, is required, as well as completion of either a Basic or Detailed Impact Assessment under 
Section 67 of the CEA Act. An updated Environmental Evaluation Report was provided to Parks Canada 
on January 24, 2018, which satisfies the requirements of the agreement. Studies and consultation will 
address impacts and mitigations within the Park area and the Impact Assessment will be provided to 
Parks Canada per Section 67.” 

“An updated Environmental Evaluation Report was provided to Parks Canada on January 24,2018, which 
satisfies the requirements of the agreement.”  This is incorrect: the Environmental Evaluation Report does 
not currently have approval to satisfy the requirements of the new License of Occupation (review is 
currently ongoing), and does not satisfy the requirements of this new construction (a DIA is required).  

Section 2.7 

“Parks Canada Agency Act” Canada National Parks Act 

Section 5.2 

Also include visitors to Pukaskwa National Park 



Section 5.3 

“Hydro One is committed to working closely with the Crown to ensure that the duty to consult Indigenous 
communities and groups is fulfilled”. 

Engagement and relationship between indigenous communities and Pukaskwa National Park should be 
considered.  

Section 7  

Table 2, Natural Environment  

• Geophysical structure 























From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
To: Medved, Luka
Subject: FW:
Date: July 12, 2018 1:47:51 PM

 
 

From: Fell, Denise (EC) [mailto:denise.fell@canada.ca] 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2018 10:04 AM
To: HOPPER Bruce
Cc: Dobos, Rob (EC); Carpenter, Lesley (EC); Drake, Christine (PC); Dorland, Aaron (AADNC/AANDC);
 Wright, Adam (MOECC) (Adam.Wright@ontario.ca); Irvine, Courtney (PC)
Subject:
 
*** Exercise caution. This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click
 links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ***

Dear Mr. Hopper,
 
Thank you for providing Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) with an opportunity to
 provide comments on the June 2018 draft Terms of Reference (ToR) for Hydro One’s Lake Superior
 Link transmission line Environmental Assessment (EA). ECCC is providing these comments in the
 context of our mandate and responsibility for migratory birds wherever they occur, and for
 terrestrial species at risk found on federal lands.
 
In Section 6. Existing Environmental Conditions in the Study Area (page 51 of the draft ToR), it is
 explained that Hydro One will use the information from the East-West Tie EA where there is an
 overlap of study area. This section goes on to advise that Hydro One has performed a gap analysis to
 identify where there is a need to verify or collect data to complete the existing environmental
 description, and field studies are underway to fill in the identified gaps. To complement the gap
 analysis and work being undertaken as a result, ECCC recommends that Hydro One complete the
 necessary environmental field studies in relation to migratory birds and species at risk that have not
 been completed by NextBridge, in particular with respect to the First Nation reserve lands
 (specifically Pays Plat and Michipicoten First Nations) being crossed by the project. We further
 suggest that the environmental assessment requirements committed to in Table 1 – EA and ToR
 Requirements (page 18 of the draft ToR), that include providing a detailed description of the
 environment to be affected by the project, identification and assessment of any effects to the
 environment, and addressing any effects through prevention, change or mitigation, be conducted
 and documented for those portions of the project that cross First Nation reserve lands. We also
 note that in Appendix 2 – List of Preliminary Criteria and Indicators, it is important to include
 engagement of the First Nation communities as a data source where appropriate.
 
On page 21 of the ToR, in Section 2.5 - Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, it is mentioned that
 the Project may require federal approvals or authorizations where the transmission route crosses
 federal lands. Please be advised that a permit may be required from ECCC under the Species at Risk
 Act for the works occurring the First Nation reserve lands. It is further stated on page 21 that the
 Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA) does not apply to the project, as it is not

mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com
mailto:Luka.Medved@snclavalin.com


 considered a designated project. However, further down it is acknowledged CEAA 2012 does apply
 as Parks Canada will require “completion of either a Basic or Detailed Impact Assessment under
 Section 67 of the CEA Act” ECCC advises that Section 67 of CEAA 2012 would also apply should the
 project require ECCC to issue a SARA permit, and will also be required by Indigenous Services
 Canada to support their authorization for the use of First Nation reserve lands.
 
It is also stated in Section 7 – Effects Evaluation and Mitigation, on page 62, that “the EA will
 recommend pre- and post-operational monitoring programs designed to verify effects prediction,
 the effectiveness of mitigation measures and the need for any remedial measures, should they be
 necessary”. ECCC wishes to stress the importance that these monitoring programs, once developed,
 focus on the individual species as well as the surrounding landscape.
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
 
Best Regards,
 
Denise Fell
 
Environmental Assessment Officer, Environmental Protection Branch – Ontario Region
Environment and Climate Change Canada / Government of Canada
denise.fell@canada.ca/ Tel: 905-336-4951
 
Agent supérieur int. d'evaluation environnementale, Direction générale de la protection de
 l’environnement - Région de l'Ontario
Environnement et Changement climatique Canada / Gouvernement du Canada
denise.fell@canada.ca/ Tel: 905-336-4951
 
 

From: Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com [mailto:Bruce.Hopper@HydroOne.com] 
Sent: June 11, 2018 2:58 PM
To: Dobos, Rob (EC)
Subject: Hydro One Networks Inc. -Lake Superior Link Project -Terms of Reference open for comments
 
Dear Mr. Dobos,
 
Please find attached a letter and draft Terms of Reference in relation to Hydro One’s Lake Superior
 Link project for your consideration. Feel free to contact me with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Bruce Hopper
Environmental Planner
Environmental Services
Hydro One Networks Inc.
416-779-0257
bruce.hopper@hydroone.com
 

mailto:denise.fell@canada.ca
mailto:denise.fell@canada.ca
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Ministry of Tourism, 
Culture and Sport 

Heritage Program Unit  
Programs and Services Branch  
401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 
Toronto ON  M7A 0A7  
Tel: 416 314 7182 
Fax: 416 212 1802 

Ministère du Tourisme, 
de la Culture et du Sport 

Unité des programmes patrimoine 
Direction des programmes et des services 
401, rue Bay, Bureau 1700 
Toronto ON  M7A 0A7 
Tél: 416 314 7182 
Téléc: 416 212 1802 

 

July 13, 2018 (EMAIL ONLY)  
 
Bruce Hopper, Environmental Planner 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 
E: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com 
 
RE:  Lake Superior Link Project – Hydro One Networks Inc. 
 Notice of Commencement and Draft Terms of Reference 

MTCS file no. 0009046 
   
 
Dear Bruce Hopper: 
 
Thank you for providing the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS) with the Notice of 
Commencement for your project. For this undertaking, it is the mandate of MTCS, under the Ontario 
Heritage Act (OHA), to conserve, protect and preserve Ontario’s cultural heritage, including: 
 

 Archaeological resources; 
 Built heritage resources, including bridges and monuments; and,  
 Cultural heritage landscapes. 

 
Under the EA process, a determination of the project’s potential impact on these cultural heritage 
resources is required.  
 
Archaeological Resources  
 
This Draft Terms of Reference states that a Stage 1 and 2 archaeological assessment (AA) will be 
conducted for this EA by an OHA licensed archaeologist and the AA report forwarded to MTCS for 
review. Thank-you for committing to this assessment: we will be notified by our Archaeology Programs 
Unit when the report has been received, although we would appreciate direct confirmation that it has 
been submitted.  The archaeological assessments should be completed as soon as possible in the EA 
process as their results may impact project design. 
 
Built Heritage and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 
 
The MTCS Criteria for Evaluating Potential for Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes should be completed to help determine whether your EA project may impact cultural heritage 
resources. The Clerks for the municipalities encompassing the project can provide information on 
property registered or designated under the Ontario Heritage Act, while staff at the respective First 
Nations and Pukaskwa National Park can advise on any such resources within their portion of the 
proposed corridor. 
 
If your EA project may impact known or potential cultural heritage resources, preparation by a qualified 
heritage consultant of a Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report (CHER) will determine their cultural heritage 
value or interest, and Heritage Impact Assessments (HIA) address how any impacts by the project will be 
mitigated.  Our Ministry’s Info Sheet #5: Heritage Impact Assessments and Conservation Plans outlines 
the scope of HIAs. Please send the HIA to MTCS and the local municipalities for review, and make it 
available to local organizations or individuals who have expressed interest in heritage.  

http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0500E~1/$File/0500E.pdf
http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0500E~1/$File/0500E.pdf
http://www.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/publications/Heritage_Tool_Kit_Heritage_PPS_infoSheet.pdf


 
Environmental Assessment Reporting 
 
HIA and AA reports and their recommendations are part of the EA project. The environmental study 
report should document and summarize any determinations that no cultural heritage resources are 
impacted and no technical studies are warranted as part of the EA process. MTCS is in no way liable if 
the information in the completed checklists is found to be inaccurate or incomplete. 
 
Comments on the Draft Terms of Reference 
 
4.4 (Reference Route and Reference Route Alternative) 
 
Replace “archaeological resources, built heritage” with “cultural heritage resources” as the term “cultural 
heritage resources” comprises archaeology, built heritage, and cultural heritage landscapes. 
 
6.2.1 (Cultural Heritage Environment) 
 
Please clarify the specific studies for cultural heritage evaluation to be undertaken referenced (i.e. 
Cultural Heritage Assessment Report (CHAR) or Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report (CHER)).  
Reference is currently made to “cultural heritage studies” and “a background historical study”.  It should 
be noted that technical cultural heritage studies (such as CHAR, CHERs and/or HIAs) should be 
completed by a qualified person. The technical studies shall be submitted to MTCS and the local 
municipalities for review and comment. 
 
Should additionally state that archaeological assessment should be undertaken by an archaeologist 
licenced under the OHA, who is responsible for submitting the report directly to MTCS for review. 
 
We recommend that a response protocol be developed with relevant aboriginal groups to manage any 
accidental discovery of archaeological and/or human remains. We also suggest that First Nations and 
Métis be consulted for information on any archaeological, built heritage and cultural heritage landscape 
resources in the study area.  
 
7.2.2 (Effects on the Cultural Environment) 
 
The Archaeological Assessment should be undertaken as soon as possible as its results should be 
incorporated into the EA report, in addition to the results of any further stages of Archaeological 
Assessment as needed. The Archaeological Assessments should be undertaken by an archaeologist 
licenced under the OHA, who is responsible for submitting the report directly to MTCS for review. 
 
Consistent use of terminology should be followed throughout the Terms of Reference.  The term “cultural 
heritage resources” comprises archaeology, built heritage, and cultural heritage landscapes, and are 
formalized in provincial legislation, regulations, guidelines, and the Provincial Policy Statement 2014. For 
clarity, we suggest that this terminology is used. 
 
Revise the first bullet to include archaeological sites and areas of archaeological potential. 
 
Section 6.2.1 of the TOR states that Stage 1 and 2 archaeological assessments are planned while 
Section 7.2.2 states only that a Stage 1 will be undertaken.  Please clarify the commitment and ensure 
consistency. 
 
“Cultural and heritage assessments” should be revised to identify the specific studies that are being 
referenced (i.e. Cultural Heritage Assessment Report (CHAR) or Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report 
(CHER)) to document baseline information about the existing conditions and preliminary impact 
assessment.  These reports may additional recommend that Heritage Impact Assessments be 
undertaken.  It should be noted that technical cultural heritage studies (such as CHAR, CHERs and/or 
HIAs) should be completed by a qualified person. The technical studies shall be submitted to MTCS and 
the local municipalities for review and comment. 
 
The TOR should commit that all technical heritage studies and their recommendations are to be 
addressed and incorporated into EA project. 



 
Appendix 2 – List of Preliminary Criteria and Indicators 
Under the Socio-economic Environment heading, a section should be included under Features 
Considered for Cultural Heritage Resources.  Appropriate Indicators, Rationale and Data Sources should 
be included, following the commitments made Section 7.2 of the Terms of Reference. 
 
 
 
Thank-you for circulating MTCS on this project: please continue to do so through the EA process, and 
contact me for any questions or clarification.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeff Elkow 
Heritage Planner 
Jeff.Elkow@Ontario.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: The Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport reserves the right to review projects for their potential to impact 
archaeological, built heritage and cultural heritage landscape resources, and recommend that archaeological and/or heritage impact 
assessments be undertaken. 
 
Please notify MTCS if archaeological resources are impacted by EA project work. All activities impacting archaeological resources 
must cease immediately, and a licensed archaeologist is required to carry out a determination of their nature and significance.   
 
If human remains are encountered, all activities must cease immediately and the local police be contacted as well as the 
Cemeteries Regulation Unit of the Ministry of Consumer Services must be contacted. In situations where human remains are 
associated with archaeological resources, MTCS should also be notified to ensure that the site is not subject to unlicensed 
alterations which would be a contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act. 







 
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Comments 

 
Proposal: Draft Terms of Reference (ToR) for the Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Proponent: Hydro One Networks Inc 
 

Comment 
# 

 
Reference to ToR 

Report 
 
 

 
Comments & Rationale 

 
 

 
Proposed Action/Solution 

 
 Antonia Testa, Special Project Officer, Environmental Assessment and Permission Branch  

1.  General Supporting documentation is needed to 
confirm or validate any statements or 
conclusions made in the draft ToR. 
 
In accordance with Section 5.3.2 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is the 
ministry’s expectation that: 
 
Information contained in the supporting 
documentation should support Hydro One’s 
proposal by providing justification for the 
choices made, outline other processes or 
initiatives which provides the rationale, and 
details of processes or methods used.  For 
example: 

• a more detailed description of the 
problem or opportunity that prompted 
the proposed study;  

• more information and details about 
studies or events that triggered the 
Hydro One’s involvement with the 
proposed study; and  

• further background information 
supporting the selection of 
alternatives for further study.   

Supporting documentation (i.e. letters, 
assessments, reports etc.) should accompany 
the final ToR to confirm or validate any 
statements or conclusions made in the ToR.  
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Comment 
# 

 
Reference to ToR 

Report 
 
 

 
Comments & Rationale 

 
 

 
Proposed Action/Solution 

 
  

Any supporting documentation provides 
more detailed information that will assist the 
Minister of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks and other persons in 
understanding the planning process that 
Hydro One carried out in order to arrive at 
the proposal.   
 
Reference to the part of the ToR which is 
being explained in more detail should be 
made. Likewise, the ToR should reference 
the supporting documentation.   

2.  General No Record of Consultation was provided with 
the draft ToR for the ministry’s review.  
 
A Record of Consultation is needed to 
describe the consultation carried out during 
the preparation of the ToR and the results of 
that consultation.  It will be considered by the 
Minister in making the decision about 
whether to approve the ToR. 
 
In accordance with Section 5.3.1 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is the 
ministry’s expectation that the Record of 
Consultation will:  
 

• Identify all persons consulted during 
the ToR preparation (personal names 
not required) and how they were 
identified; 

A Record of Consultation must accompany 
the final ToR. 
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Comment 
# 

 
Reference to ToR 

Report 
 
 

 
Comments & Rationale 

 
 

 
Proposed Action/Solution 

 
 

• Describe the consultation activities 
which took place (methods, schedule 
of events, notification that was given 
about the activity and materials 
used); 

• Describe how Indigenous 
communities were identified and how 
they were consulted; 

• Clearly and accurately summarize 
the comments made by all interested 
persons during the preparation of the 
ToR; 

• Describe Hydro One’s response and 
how concerns were considered in the 
development of the ToR; 

• Describe any outstanding concerns; 
• Include minutes of any meetings held 

with interested persons; 
• Include copies of written comments 

received from interested persons. 
 
It is also the ministry’s expectation that 
Hydro One will present a summary of the 
comments received and its responses to 
those comments in a table. As appropriate, 
the table should note where in the ToR the 
comment has been addressed.  Comments 
from the general public should be arranged 
by type (for example, put all water quality 
comments together).  For the Government 
Review Team and Indigenous communities, 

- 3 - 



 

Comment 
# 

 
Reference to ToR 

Report 
 
 

 
Comments & Rationale 

 
 

 
Proposed Action/Solution 

 
 the comments should be organized by 

agency and community rather than by issue 
type. 

3.  General No executive summary was provided in the 
draft ToR. 

Please include an executive summary at the 
beginning of the final ToR document. 

4.  General The ministry is no longer referred to as the 
Ministry of the Environment and Climate 
Change. 

All references to the ministry should be 
changed to the Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks. 

5.  General In accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the EA should 
attempt to examine the interrelationships 
between the undertaking and its alternatives 
with a changing climate over time.   
 
The proponent should also consider whether 
there could be environmental effects 
resulting from effects of the proposal 
combined with effects of other past and 
future undertakings.  
 
As such, please include a commitment in the 
ToR that specifies the EA will consider 
climate change (adaptation and mitigation) 
and cumulative effects in the evaluation and 
assessment of alternatives and the preferred 
undertaking. 
 
To facilitate this assessment and evaluation, 
refer to the ministry’s guide “Consideration of 
Climate Change in Environmental 
Assessment in Ontario” and the federal 
document “Cumulative Effects Assessment 

Revise text accordingly.  Please include this 
commitment in the appropriate corresponding 
sections of the ToR document (i.e. Section 4.5 
and 7 of this draft ToR). 
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# 

 
Reference to ToR 

Report 
 
 

 
Comments & Rationale 

 
 

 
Proposed Action/Solution 

 
 Practitioners' Guide”. 

6.  Section 1, page 10 To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph: 
 
“The first key step of the EA process is the 
preparation of a ToR” 
 
“Hydro One will prepare the EA in 
accordance with the framework laid out in 
the ToR document and in accordance 
with…”  

Revised text accordingly. 
 
 
 

7.  Section 1.1, page 10 What are the three separate entities (i.e. 
Ontario Power Generation, Hydro One, and 
the IESO) responsible for and/or what are 
their mandates? 

Revise the text accordingly.  Please provide 
the additional information in this section of the 
ToR.   

8.  Section 1.1, page 10 The three bullets points are confusing.  Why 
is the bullet format used for these points?   
 
Need more context with these bullets in 
order to provide more clarity.  For instance:  
 
Does the IPSP refer to the 20 year energy 
plan?  Clarify how they are related? 
Who and/or how was the government given 
discretion to determine further supply mix?  
What does “supply mix” mean? 
Define the term OEB.  What is their 
responsibility and/or mandate?  How do they 
fit into the overall project/process? 

Revise the text accordingly.  Please provide 
the additional information in this section of the 
ToR.     

9.  Section 1.1, page 11 Provide more information on the IPSP and/or 
20 year energy plan (2007).  What was its 
focus, goals, targets etc.? 

Revise the text accordingly.  Please provide 
the additional information in this section of the 
ToR.     
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Proposed Action/Solution 

 
 10.  Section 1.1, page 11 What does the Framework for Transmission 

Project Development Plans discuss in 
regards to the development and/or planning 
of transmission projects? 

Revise the text accordingly.  Please provide 
the additional information in this section of the 
ToR.     

11.  Section 1.2, page 11 Please clarify what activities/processes have 
been completed regarding upgrades to the 
associated transformer station infrastructure.   
 
Why were these upgrades not included as 
part of this environmental assessment 
project?   
 
The discussion regarding the upgrades to 
the associated transformer station 
infrastructure should be provided in Section 
4 of this ToR document. 

Revise text accordingly.  Please include a 
description of the work done regarding the 
transmission stations and justification and 
rationale for conducting this work 
independently of this environmental 
assessment project. 

12.  Section 1.2, general Please avoid any direct references to 
NextBridge or the NextBridge EA project.  If 
necessary, NextBridge should be referred to 
as the “designated electricity transmitter”. 
 
Please avoid direct comparisons to the 
NextBridge EA project.  For example: “as 
compared to the NextBridge proposal… 
Lake Superior Link project… has a lower 
estimated cost, a smaller environmental 
footprint…”   
 
Also avoid any subjective comments 
regarding the NextBridge EA project.  For 
instance: “In response to the concerns… 
Hydro One is proposing its East-West Tie 

Revise text accordingly.  Please remove 
references to NextBridge or the NextBridge 
EA project.  Please remove any comparisons 
or subjective comments regarding the 
NextBridge EA project.   
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 Line project, called “Lake Superior Link”, to 

protect the interests of the public and 
ratepayers.”   

13.  Section 1.2, general Provide more information on the current/ 
existing East-West Tie transmission corridor.  
What does it currently consist of?  How old is 
the infrastructure? etc.     

Revise the text accordingly.  Please provide 
the additional information in this section of the 
ToR.     

14.  Section 1.2, general A better summary of the past provincial 
analysis and decision regarding the need 
and/or justification for the project is required. 
 
The description of the historical events 
related to the proposed expansion of the 
East-West Tie corridor is confusing and too 
vague.  This information should be 
presented in a clear and comprehensive 
chronological summary of events.   
 
More information, detail and context are 
needed in order to fully understand and to 
justify the need for the project.   For 
instance, provide more detail and context 
regarding the LTEP.  What is the LTEP? 
Why was it updated? What is its focus, 
goals, key elements etc.?    
 
Also, provide more information for each of 
the bullet points on page 12.  For instance, 
for bullet number 2, what does it mean to be 
the “designated electricity transmitter”?  How 
does OEB decide who is designated and 
who is not?  Can more than one proponent 

Revise the text accordingly.  Please provide 
the additional information in this section of the 
ToR.      
 
Please provide supporting documentation to 
confirm and validate the information provided 
in the bullet points (See Comment #1).   
 
Supporting documentation (i.e. letters, 
assessment, reports etc.) should establish the 
need for: 

• Electricity transmission.  For instance, 
summarize documents that 
established the need specifically in 
northern Ontario 

• The project.  For instance, summarize 
in detail the analysis and reporting 
that has been undertaken (to date) 
regarding the need for the project in 
northern Ontario. 
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Proposed Action/Solution 

 
 be designated? 

 
Lastly referring to a summary of the “East-
West Tie project” is confusing because there 
is currently another EA project with the same 
name.  It would be better to frame it as the 
summary of the proposed expansion of the 
East-West Tie corridor.   

15.  Section 1.4, general This section must clearly state what the 
purpose is for the study and for the 
undertaking.   
 
What does Hydro One wish to achieve by 
engaging in the environmental assessment 
process?  Why does Hydro One need to do 
this particular undertaking?  What is the 
particular problem to be solved or alleviated?  
What is the opportunity which is to be 
pursued? 
 
If the need for the project has been satisfied 
and established by a defined planning 
process, then that needs to be clearly 
presented in the ToR and the associated 
supporting documentation must be provided 
(See Comments #1 and #14)   

Revise text accordingly.  Please provide 
supporting documentation to confirm and 
validate the information provided (See 
Comment #1 and #14).   
 
 
 

16.  Section 1.5, general To improve clarity and flow of the ToR 
document, the following organizational 
changes to the ToR document are 
recommended: 
 
“Taken together, The ToR document is 

Revise ToR document accordingly.   
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 organized into the following sections of the 

ToR are intended in order to satisfy the 
requirements under Section 6(2)(c) and 
6.1(3) of the EA Act: 

• Regulatory Framework for the 
Project (Section 2)  

• Overview of the EA Process and 
Approval Requirements for the 
Project Indication of how the EA 
will be Prepared (Section 3)  

• Description of the Undertaking and 
Evaluation of Alternative Methods 
(Section 4) 

• Consultation (Section 5) 
• Existing Environmental Conditions in 

the Study Area (Section 5) 
• Identification and Evaluation of 

Alternative Methods (Section 6) 
• Potential Environmental Effects 

Evaluation Assessment and 
Mitigation Measures (Section 7) 

• Commitments and Monitoring 
(Section 8) 

• Consultation (Section 9)” 
17.  Section 2, general To improve clarity and flow of this section of 

ToR document, it is recommended this 
section be organized first by a discussion of 
the provincial regulatory framework, and 
then followed by the discussion of the federal 
regulatory framework.  

Revise this section accordingly.   

18.  Section 2, page 15 The first paragraph of this section discusses Revise this section and text accordingly.   
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 other permits and approval activities and 

applications.  To improve clarity and flow of 
the ToR document, it is recommended this 
paragraph be moved to Section 2.6 which 
discusses other relevant provincial 
legislation, permits and policies. 
 
The first paragraph refers to the construction 
phase; however it is suggested to keep the 
discussion of other permits and approval 
activities more general. 
 
To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph: 
 
“Hydro One will identify all necessary 
approvals that may be required during 
project planning and construction. Where 
practical appropriate, Hydro One will begin 
preparation of construction-related 
applications initiate other permit and 
approval activities and applications 
concurrent with the EA process. It will be 
necessary to initiate some permit and 
approval activities or applications during the 
EA process including any required 
consultation activities with members of the 
public, municipalities, agencies, and 
Indigenous communities and groups. It 
should be noted that some other permits 
and approvals for construction typically rely 
on more detailed engineering and design 
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 information than is available during the EA 

process. In this event, Hydro One will carry 
out required studies necessary to support 
those approvals prior to start of construction, 
following the completion of the EA.  The 
following sections outline the framework for 
regulatory approvals in Ontario for electricity 
transmission projects and how they apply to 
the Project.” 

19.  Section 2.1, page 15 Please specify that this undertaking is a 
Category C project under the Electricity 
Regulation (O.Reg 116) 

Revise text accordingly.  Please provide 
additional information on how the project is 
captured under O.Reg 116.   

20.  Section 2.1, page 15 To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the third paragraph of Section 2.1: 
 
“Hydro One is required to complete and 
submit a ToR to the MOECC for review and 
approval as illustrated on Figure 2. The 
purpose of the ToR is to provide the overall 
study framework for the planning and 
decision making process that will be 
followed during the EA…” 

Revise text accordingly.    

21.  Section 2.1, page 17 To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph on this page: 
 
“Should the ToR be approved by the Minister 
of the Environment of Climate Change 
Conservation and Parks, it will be used by 
Hydro One to guide the completion of the EA 
to ensure that it meets the intent fulfills the 
requirements of the EA Act and any other 
applicable requirements. The results of the 
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 EA process will then be documented in an 

EA Report to be submitted to the MOECC 
MECP for review and approval. 
 
There are two key documentation 
requirements for the an application for 
approval to proceed with an undertaking 
under subsection 5(1) of the EA Act: 

• the development, submission, review 
and approval of the ToR; and, 

• the preparation, submission, review 
and approval of the EA document in 
accordance with the framework set 
out in the MOECC MECP approved 
ToR.” 

22.  Section 2.1, page 17 Table 1 and its preceding paragraph 
proposes how the EA will be prepared.  To 
improve clarity and flow of the ToR 
document, it would be more appropriate for 
this information to be moved to Section 3.0 
of this ToR document. 

Revise ToR document accordingly. 

23.  Section 2.1, page 17 More information and detail is required to 
support the “reason for proceeding with this 
undertaking has been established by the 
IESO…”  

See Comment #14. 

24.  Section 2.1, page 17 Please provide further information on 
“focusing of the EA”.  Define the term 
“focusing”.  What does it mean to focus the 
EA?   What general requirements will not be 
addressed in the EA?  etc.   

Revise text accordingly.   Please provide 
additional information in Section 3.0 of this 
ToR document.   

25.  Section 2.1, Table 1, 
page 17 

Please correct references to “Section 0” Revise Table accordingly. 
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 26.  Section 2.1, Table 1, 

page 17, row 2 
In order to provide flexibility to accommodate 
new circumstances, consider the following 
revision:  
 
“ii) The EA will evaluate and assess two 
alternative reference routes alternative 
methods of carrying out the undertaking”  

Revise Table accordingly.   

27.  Section 2.1, Table 1, 
page 17, row 2 

In accordance with Section 5.2.5 of the Code 
of Practice, the “Do Nothing” alternative 
should always be considered.  It acts as a 
starting point for the comparison of 
alternatives.   

See Comment #42.  Revise Table 
accordingly.   

28.  Section 2.1, Table 1, 
page 18, row 1, 
column 1 

Alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking should be included in the 
“description of…”  

Revise Table accordingly.   

29.  Section 2.1, Table 1, 
page 18, row 2 

Alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking should be included in “an 
evaluation of advantages and 
disadvantages…” 

Revise Table accordingly.   

30.  Section 2.3 Are there any opportunities for public and/or 
Indigenous consultation?  If so, please 
describe.  

Revise text accordingly.  Please provide the 
additional information (if any) in this section of 
the ToR.   

31.  Section 2.4 What is meant by “the fee simple interest…” 
in the statement “Property Owners will be 
offered the choice of Hydro One acquiring 
either an easement or the fee simple interest 
in the lands required for the Project.”?   

Revise text accordingly.  Please provide the 
additional information in this section of the 
ToR.      

32.  Section 2.5, page 21 In order to clearly demonstrate that this 
undertaking is not a “designated project” 
under federal regulation, please provide 
further information on the requirements 
outlined in the federal regulation designating 

Revise text accordingly.  Please provide the 
additional information in this section of the 
ToR.       
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 physical activities.   

33.  Section 2.5, page 21 Please include the November 27, 2017 letter 
from Parks Canada in your Record of 
Consultation. 

Please provide the additional information as 
part of the Record of Consultation (See 
Comment 2).       

34.  Section 2.5, general Provide more information regarding Section 
67 of the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (i.e. what does it state, what 
requirements does it outline etc.).  Also, for 
improved clarity and flow, it is recommended 
a subheading be included for the discussion 
regarding Section 67. 

Revise text accordingly.  Please provide the 
additional information in this section of the 
ToR.       

35.  Section 2.5, general What consultation has been conducted to 
date with ISC, CEAA and other federal 
authorities? 

Please provide the additional information as 
part of the Record of Consultation (See 
Comment 2).       

36.  Section 2.6, general 
 

To improve clarity and flow, it is suggested to 
organize the permits and/or approvals listed 
according to the responsible Ministry.  
Consider using a table format. 

Revise text accordingly.   

37.  Section 2.6, general Include a statement at the end of this section 
that states: 
 

• This is a preliminary list  
• This list is subject to change as the 

project is further developed and 
refined 

• A final list will be outlined the EA 
document. 

 
Use similar wording as the last paragraph in 
Section 2.7 of this ToR document (See 
Comment #39)      

Revise text accordingly.  Please provide the 
additional information in this section of the 
ToR.   
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 38.  Section 2.7, general 

 
To improve clarity and flow, it is suggested to 
organize the permits and/or approvals listed 
according to the responsible federal agency.  
Consider using a table format. 

Revise text accordingly.   

39.  Section 2.7, page 23 To improve clarity and flow, consider the 
following revision to the third paragraph of 
Section 2.1:  
 
“Section 2.0 provided a preliminary list of 
other federal permits and approvals that 
may be necessary for the Project.  This 
list is subject to change as the Project is 
further developed and refined.  All federal 
permits and approvals that are necessary 
for the Project to proceed will be outlined in 
the EA document.  It may not be practicable 
to complete all required surveys in relation to 
other approvals prior to submission of the EA 
document, but Hydro One will commit to 
continue and complete all information 
collection prior to construction following the 
completion of the EA.” 

Revise text accordingly.   

40.  Section 3, page 24 Need to provide more information and detail 
to support your statement: “Based on the 
previously conducted needs assessment and 
the prioritization of the project from 
regulatory bodies, a more focused approach 
to the EA will be utilized.”   
 
Please provide supporting documentation to 
confirm and validate the statement “Based 
on the previously conducted needs 

Revise the ToR document and text 
accordingly.  
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 assessment and the prioritization of the 

project…” (See Comment #1 and #14).   
 
Please incorporate the discussion from 
Section 2.1 on “focusing” and Table 1 into 
this section of the ToR document (See 
Comment #24). 

41.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 1 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 
 
“a description of the Project and the 
purpose of the Project based on the 
recommendations and decisions of the” 
IESO and the government; 

Revise text accordingly.   
 

42.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 3 

In accordance with section 5.2.5 of the Code 
of Practice, the “Do Nothing” alternative 
should be considered.   
 
Please be advised that the “Do Nothing” 
alternative represents what is expected to 
happen if the problem or opportunity that 
prompted the EA process is not addressed.  
The “Do Nothing” alternative represents what 
is expected to happen if none of the 
alternatives being considered during the EA 
process are carried out.  It represents the 
benchmark against which the advantages 
and disadvantages of the alternatives being 
considered can be measured and compared.  
 
The “Do Nothing” alternative is not intended 
to be considered as a reasonable way in 

Revise text accordingly.   
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 which the problem or opportunity that 

prompted the initiation of EA process can be 
addressed.   
 
It is the ministry’s expectation that during the 
EA process proponents will consider a 
reasonable range of alternatives, which will 
be assessed against the “Do Nothing” 
alternative.   

43.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 4 

Incorrect reference to alternative methods.  
Statement should refer to alternatives to. 
 
To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 
 
“the EA will not include a description and 
rationale of alternatives to methods of 
carrying out the Project as it has already 
been extensively studied by the OPA and 
IESO regulator and the preferred alternative 
to has already been identified. However, the 
EA will include a description of and 
statement of rationale for the alternative 
methods of carrying out the undertaking 
such as identified reference route and 
reference route alternative will be considered 
for the Project as well as route alignment, 
design considerations and local 
refinements;” 

Revise text accordingly.   
 

44.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 5  

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 
 

Revise text accordingly. 
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 “a description of the environment that will be 

affected, or might reasonably be expected to 
affected directly or indirectly by the Project 
and the alternative methods of carrying out 
the undertaking routes considered;” 

45.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 6 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 
 
“an description evaluation of the 
advantages and disadvantages that will be 
caused or might reasonably be expected to 
be caused to the environment as a result of 
the Project, and the alternative methods of 
carrying out the Project;” 

Revise text accordingly. 

46.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 7 

To improve clarity and flow, this bullet point 
should come after bullet point 5.  

Revise this section accordingly. 

47.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 8 

This statement is repetitive.  It is already 
captured in in bullet point 6 

Revise this section accordingly. 

48.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 8 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 
 
“description and documentation of the 
public, agency and stakeholder consultations 
and Indigenous communities 
and groups engagement and consultation 
undertaken during the EA process” 

Revise text accordingly. 

49.  Section 3, page 24, 
bullet 9 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 
 
“pre- and post- development environmental 
monitoring plans, follow-up programs, and 
commitments (as necessary); and,” 

Revise text accordingly. 
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 50.  Section 3, page 24, 

bullet 10 
To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 
 
“supporting documents, maps, etc., or any 
other documents as required under the EA 
Act and its regulations, such as Ontario 
Regulation 334. 

Revise text accordingly. 

51.  Section 3, page 24  This list should include a commitment that 
the EA will include a description of the 
effects that will be caused or that might 
reasonably be expected to be caused to the 
environment.  Should follow bullet point 5. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

52.  Section 3.1, general To improve clarity and flow, it is 
recommended this subsection be moved to 
the end of Section 3.   

Revise this section accordingly. 

53.  Section 3.1, page 25 In accordance with Section 5.2.10 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is important 
that flexibility be incorporated when 
preparing the ToR document.  However, 
flexibility is not to allow proponent to 
completely change the scope of their study 
at the EA stage.  As such, consider the 
following revision: 
 
“…To address these potential changes, 
there is a requirement for flexibility within the 
ToR document to lay out a framework for a 
successful EA submission and subsequent 
construction and operational phases. Project 
design updates, study area refinements 
changes, novel information, and 
implementation of input from the consultation 

Revise text accordingly. 
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 process are examples of new circumstances 

arising during a project lifecycle. These 
degrees of Flexibility allow proponents 
reasonable measures to address unforeseen 
circumstances but still maintain regulatory 
compliance throughout the project phases 
without starting the ToR and EA process 
anew. Some of these changes are likely to 
be minor and have limited consequences 
while others may be more significant and 
require consultation with a number of 
stakeholders and agencies. Hydro One has 
prepared this ToR with the most complete 
state of knowledge at the time of its 
preparation but acknowledges the Project 
may need to adapt to new circumstances. If 
significant changes to the project are 
being considered, Hydro One will consult 
with the MECP to determine if the 
proposed changes can be accommodated 
with the framework of the ToR.  ” 

54.  Section 3.2, general When referencing the Code of Practice, 
specify which section(s) of the Code of 
Practice is being referenced. 

Revise the text accordingly 

55.  Section 3.2, page 25 To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph: 
 
“The EA will be prepared in accordance 
consistent with the requirements on the EA 
Act described in Section 2.1 and in 
accordance with the MECP’s Code 
Practice on Preparing and Reviewing 

Revise text accordingly. 
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 Environmental Assessments in Ontario”  

56.  Section 3.2, page 26 Please explain the term “reference reports”.  
Are they detailed technical studies 
completed in support of the EA?   

Revise the text accordingly.  Please provide 
the additional information in this section of the 
ToR.      

57.  Section 4, general This section provides a description of the 
undertaking and an evaluation of alternative 
methods.  Both these components are 
important requirements of the EA process.  
As such, to improve clarity and flow of the 
ToR document, it would be more appropriate 
for this components to be separated into two 
separate sections: 
 

• Section 4 – “Description of the 
Undertaking”.  This section includes 
Subsections 4.1, 4.6 & 4.7.   

• Section 5 – “Identification and 
Evaluation of Alternatives”.  This 
section includes subsection 4.2 to 
4.5.  It should begin with a brief 
general summary explaining the two 
different types of alternatives the 
Environmental Assessment Act 
requires proponents to assess (i.e. 
‘alternatives to’ and ‘alternative 
methods’ of carrying out an 
undertaking). 

Revise ToR document accordingly 

58.  Section 4, general Please clarify that this section provides a 
general description of the undertaking.  
Include a commitment that a more detailed 
description of the undertaking will be 
provided in the EA.  This description should 

Revise text accordingly. 
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 be sufficiently detailed to enable the 

identification an assessment of potential 
effects for all phases of the project. 

59.  Section 4.1, general Please clearly define the geographical 
boundaries of the study area.  In accordance 
with Section 5.2.6 of the ministry’s Code of 
Practice, the boundaries should adequately 
represent the geographical area within which 
the potential environmental effects of the 
alternatives being considered and the 
proposed undertaking are likely to occur and 
will be studied. 
 
Interested government agencies, Indigenous 
communities and members of the public rely 
upon the description of study area to 
determine whether the proposed undertaking 
and its alternatives may impact their 
respective jurisdictional mandate, Indigenous 
rights or interests.  It is therefore important to 
explain how the boundaries of the study area 
were determined. 
 
In addition, please include a commitment 
that a more detailed description of the study 
area and how the boundaries of the study 
area were determined will be provided in the 
EA.   
 
Also, in accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, before the 
existing environment is described, a study 

Revise text and ToR document accordingly.  
Please provide the additional information in 
this section of the ToR.       
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 area must be defined.  As such, it would be 

more appropriate to move this section to 
Section 6 of this ToR document. 

60.  Section 4.1, general Hydro One specifies that information from 
NextBridge’s EA document will be used to 
supplement the Lake Superior Link EA.  The 
ministry would like to emphasize that as 
outlined in our November 14, 2017 letter to 
Hydro One and reiterated in correspondence 
from March 16, 2018 and April 10, 2018; 
Hydro One's proposed Lake Superior Link 
Transmission Project is considered a new 
undertaking for the purpose of the 
Environmental Assessment Act.  As such, 
Hydro One is required to complete the 
requirements of the Environmental 
Assessment Act including preparing 
technical studies for analysis and evaluation 
and consultation requirements.  This 
information must be completed and 
submitted as part of the Lake Superior Link 
EA.   

Revise text accordingly.  Please remove 
references to NextBridge or the NextBridge 
EA project.  See Comment #12.   
 

61.  Section 4.2, general This section discusses alternatives to the 
project and therefore should be renamed 
“Alternatives To” 

Revise heading accordingly. 

62.  Section 4.2, general This subsection states that an extensive 
‘alternatives to’ assessment (i.e. local 
generation and other transmission solutions 
etc.) had been previously performed by OPA 
and IESO, and the proposed expansion to 
the East West Tie corridor was identified as 
the preferred option.   

Revise this section accordingly.  Please 
provide a detailed summary and analysis of 
the ‘alternatives to’ assessment conducted 
through OPA and IESO planning processes.  
Include any further details as supporting 
documentation.  
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Although Hydro One is proposing to prepare 
a focused EA, a detailed summary of the 
assessment conducted by OPA and IESO 
should be presented in the ToR document. 
The ToR should include some analysis of 
‘alternatives to’ to provide the necessary 
justification and rationale for why the 
expansion of the current East West Tie 
corridor is the preferred option.  This 
information should also be confirmed and 
validated by providing supporting 
documentation.   

63.  Section 4.2, page 27 A reference to “East-West Tie project” is 
confusing because there is currently another 
EA project with the same name.  It would be 
better to frame it as the summary of the 
proposed expansion of the East-West Tie 
corridor.  To improve clarity, consider the 
following revision:  
 
“The expansion of the East-West tie project 
corridor has been identified by the Ministry 
of Energy, the OEB and the IESO as a 
priority project, as per an Order-in-Council 
issued by the Lieutenant Governor in Council 
on March 4, 2016.  As such, this ToR 
proposes and will utilize a focused EA will 
be prepared method. 

 

64.  Section 4.2, page 28 This paragraph is very confusing.  At some 
points, it is unclear whether you are referring 
to alternatives to or alternative methods.  To 

Revise this section accordingly 
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 improve clarity, consider the following 

revision:   
 
“Under In accordance with subsections 
6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act, a focused 
EA will be prepared.  The assessment of 
alternatives to the undertaking and 
approach will take into account the IESO 
and OPA planning processes 
recommendations.  As such, the need and 
method for the goals of the project have has 
been clearly identified and the ToR EA will 
not contain an assessment of alternatives to 
the undertaking.  
 
It is also recommended that any discussion 
of alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking be moved to Section 4.4. 

65.  Section 4.3 In accordance with Section 5.2.5 of the Code 
of Practice, the “Do Nothing” alternative 
should always be considered.  It acts as a 
starting point for the comparison of 
alternatives.   

See Comment #42.  Revise this section 
accordingly.   

66.  Section 4.4, general This section discusses alternatives methods 
of carrying out the undertaking and therefore 
should be renamed “Alternatives Methods of 
Carrying out the Undertaking” 
 
As such, there needs to be a clear statement 
at the beginning of this section listing the 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking that will be identified, evaluated 

Revise heading and text accordingly.  Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR.     
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 and assessed in the EA.  This is not limited 

to just routing alternatives.  For instance, 
alternative methods should include but not 
limited to: 

• Alternative routes between the 
Thunder Bay and Wawa 

• Local refinements to the Reference 
Route 

• Alternative designs:  
o Towers (i.e. types and 

specific siting), new access 
roads etc. 

 
This should be following by subsections for 
each of the above referenced alternative 
methods which will provide further 
information and preliminary details. 

67.  Section 4.4, general Need to expand on the explanation for 
limiting the number of route alternatives to 
be considered in the EA (i.e. connection 
criteria and Provincial Policy Statement).  
Our understanding is that there are a 
number of linear corridors that are located 
between Thunder Bay and Wawa.  Why will 
the EA not identify, evaluate and assess all 
these potential corridors?   
 
If limiting the number of route alternatives to 
be considered in the EA, thorough 
justification and rationale is required.  In 
accordance with section 5.2.5 of the Code of 
Practice, the ToR should provide justification 

Revise text accordingly.  Please provide the 
additional information in this section of the 
ToR.   

- 26 - 



 

Comment 
# 

 
Reference to ToR 

Report 
 
 

 
Comments & Rationale 

 
 

 
Proposed Action/Solution 

 
 for limiting the examination of alternatives 

and a statement of the rationale for the 
alternatives that will be examined the EA.  
This should be accompanied by supporting 
documentation.     
 
Furthermore, provide background on the 
reference route and the justification for its 
use. 
 
If justification and rationale for limiting the 
number of route alternatives to be 
considered in the EA cannot be provided in 
the ToR, please include a commitment that a 
thorough screening of the route alternatives 
will be provided in the EA (i.e. the EA will 
identify, evaluate and assess a reasonable 
range of potential linear corridors that are 
located between Thunder Bay and Wawa).  

68.  Section 4.4, page 29 Section 5.2.5 of the ministry’s Code of 
Practice identifies a number of questions that 
can be used by proponents when 
determining the alternatives that should be 
considered during the EA process.  These 
questions are designed to aid proponents in 
identifying and determining an initial range of 
alternatives, that may reasonably address 
the problem or opportunity that prompted the 
initiation of the EA process and be within a 
proponent’s ability to implement, that should 
be carried forward for further consideration 
during the EA process.  These questions are 

Please remove text regarding the questions 
listed in section 5.2.5 of the ministry’s Code of 
Practice. 
 
 

- 27 - 



 

Comment 
# 

 
Reference to ToR 

Report 
 
 

 
Comments & Rationale 

 
 

 
Proposed Action/Solution 

 
 not intended to be used as a means by 

which alternatives are compared and 
assessed or by which a preferred alternative 
is determined.       

69.  Section 4.4.1, general Local refinements to the reference route 
might be required as a result of consultation, 
to avoid sensitive environmental features 
(natural, socio-economic, cultural etc.), 
technical considerations, and request of 
landowners.  This needs to be clearly 
articulate in this subsection.      
 
Also, please statement that the need for 
local refinements to the reference route and 
final siting will be determined and evaluated 
during the EA process.    

Revise text accordingly.   

70.  Section 4.4.1, page 
30 

The last three paragraphs on this page 
briefly describe a preliminary list of criteria 
and indicators (i.e. Appendix 2 of the draft 
ToR) and a preliminary assessment and 
evaluation methodology that will be utilized 
during the EA process.  However the 
discussion only refers to the alternatives 
methods related to local refinements to the 
reference route and is insufficient.    
 
To improve clarity and flow, any discussion 
of the preliminary list of criteria and 
indicators (i.e. Appendix 2 of the draft ToR) 
and a preliminary assessment and 
evaluation methodology should be moved to 
Section 4.5 of this ToR document.   

Please remove text regarding preliminary list 
of criteria and indicators and the preliminary 
assessment and evaluation methodology.  
See Comment #71.  
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In addition, this discussion should be general 
and apply to all alternative methods.  In 
accordance with Section 5.2.7 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is the 
ministry’s expectation that Hydro One will 
conduct a systematic evaluation of all the 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking. 

71.  Section 4.5, general 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of this section is to describe the 
approach to be taken in the assessment and 
evaluation of the alternatives in the EA.  At 
the heart of the EA planning process in 
Ontario is the comparative analysis of 
alternatives, assessing advantages and 
disadvantages and determining the best 
alternative that is appropriate to address the 
problem or opportunity.    
 
In accordance with Section 5.2.7 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, proponents must 
conduct a systematic evaluation of the 
alternatives.   
 
Evaluation Methodology  
The ToR should either identify the evaluation 
method(s) to be used and the reason for its 
selection or outline the general parameters 
that will be used to identify the evaluation 
method(s) in the EA.   
 
Please clearly indicated at the evaluation 

Please revise this section accordingly.   
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 method(s) will be used during EA process to 

assess: 
 

• Potential environmental effects 
• Impact management measures 
• Net effects  
• advantages and disadvantages 

 
of the alternatives on the environment during 
all phases of the project (i.e. construction, 
operation, maintenance etc.).  
 
The method(s) chosen must be able to 
produce an assessment that is clear logical 
and traceable. 
 
Criterial and Indicators 
The evaluation method(s) are based on a set 
of criteria and indicators.  Sufficient 
information about the criteria and indicators, 
or how they will be developed, should be 
given in the ToR to ensure that they can be 
understood by interested persons who are 
then able to provide informed comments.  
For instance, the ToR should explain the 
rationale for the selection of each of the 
proposed criteria and indicators, and an 
explanation about how each criteria and 
indicator may be further developed during 
the EA process. 
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 Data Sources 

The main body of the ToR should state the 
potential data sources for the criteria and 
indicators that will be used during the EA 
process.  
 
Overall 
Please indicate that the information provided 
in this section is preliminary and more detail 
will be provided in the EA.  Include a 
commitment in the ToR document that the 
criteria, indicators and evaluation method(s) 
will be further developed and refined during 
the EA process, in consultation with the 
public, government agencies, Indigenous 
communities, and any other interested 
persons.  

72.  Section 4.6, page 31 If the general location of the project and 
certain technical considerations has been 
determined through another planning 
process, then those details needs to be 
clearly presented in this section of the ToR 
document and the associated supporting 
documentation must be provided. (See 
Comments #1 and #14)   

Revise text accordingly.  Please provide 
supporting documentation to confirm and 
validate the information provided (See 
Comment #1 and #14).   
 
 

73.  Section 4.6.1, general 
 
 
 

This section briefly describes alternative 
design considerations and preliminary 
assessment and evaluation methodology 
that will be utilized during the EA process.  
As per Comment #70, to improve clarity and 
flow, any discussion of criteria and indicators 
and a preliminary assessment and 

Please revise this section accordingly.  See 
Comment #71 
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 evaluation methodology should be moved to 

Section 4.5 of this ToR document.  This 
discussion should be general and apply to all 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking.  

74.  Section 4.6.2, general Any discussion of the technical 
considerations for the transmission line 
ROW should include all proposed routes and 
not be specific to the reference route (i.e. 
“For the section of the line through PNP…”).  
The preferred transmission line route will be 
determined through the EA process and the 
ToR should not presuppose the outcome of 
the EA.  

 

75.  Section 4.6.3, page 
32 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the last sentence: 
 
“This will be confirmed in the detail design 
stage for the Project. Further discussed in 
the EA” 

Revise text accordingly. 

76.  Section 4.6.4, general Only temporary access roads are mentioned; 
however, will any of the access roads be 
considered permanent?  Will these be new 
access roads or extensions to existing 
access roads?   

Revise text accordingly. 

77.  Section 4.6.6, general Will there be a need for construction camps?  
All components and structures associated 
with construction should be identified and 
discussed in the EA. 

Revise text accordingly. 

78.  Section 4.7.2, general The heading for this section should include 
“Maintenance” (i.e. operation and 
maintenance).   

Revise heading accordingly.  Please provide 
any additional information in this section of the 
ToR.       
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Does the Transmission Vegetation 
Management Program apply to this project?  
If so please provide further information.  

79.  Section 4.7.3, general What are examples of decommissioning 
activities for this type of project? 
 
Please include a commitment in this section 
of the ToR that states if decommissioning 
activities are required, a detailed review of 
the potential environmental effects and 
mitigation measures will be provide.   

Revise text accordingly.  Please provide any 
additional information in this section of the 
ToR.         

80.  Section 5, page 36 & 
Figure 5 

While the ministry understands proponents 
have specific project schedules they strive to 
maintain, delays may occur.  However, it 
should be the purpose of Figure 5 to 
highlight the key milestones during in the EA 
process to ensure that interested persons 
understand the process, and when they are 
able to review documents and provide 
comments before decision are made.  
 
As such, to improve clarity, please remove 
the “when” column in Figure 5 and the 
second last sentence on page 36: “The 
timelines in the figure are required to 
meeting the project need date.”   

 

81.  Figure 5, page 37 There are other key milestones after the 
formal submission of a final EA document 
that are absent from in Figure 5 (i.e. 
Inspection of the Ministry Review).  In order 
to improve transparency, please incorporate 

Revise Figure 5 accordingly. 
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 the missing key milestones.  Refer to 

Appendix A: Environmental Assessment 
Process Timelines of the ministry’s Code of 
Practice.   
 
In addition, the “Specific Consultation 
Activities” should specify that documentation 
(i.e. draft & final ToRs and EAs) will be 
reviewed by government agencies and 
Indigenous communities, as well as the 
public.   

82.  Section 5.1, page 38 To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first sentence: 
 
 “…best practices in public and stakeholder 
consultation and engagement…” 

Revise text accordingly. 

83.  Section 5.2, general This section should be incorporated as a 
subsection under Section 5.5 “Consultation 
Plan for the EA” 

Revise ToR document accordingly. 

84.  Section 5.2, page 38 Stakeholders should be consulted 
throughout the EA process and not just with 
regard to alternative methods.  Please revise 
the last sentence of the first paragraph 
accordingly. 

Revise text accordingly.   

85.  Section 5.2, page 39 Third Paragraph - Section 5.3 provides 
further information and details regarding 
Duty to Consult and Indigenous community 
consultation.  As such, to improve clarity, the 
third paragraph should include a reference to 
Section 5.3.   
 
Fourth Paragraph - Please include a 

Revise this section accordingly. 
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 commitment that the comprehensive project 

contact list will continually be reviewed and 
updated during the EA process. 

86.  Section 5.2, page 39 These bullet points are describing the 
consultation and engagement activities 
planned for the project during the EA 
process.  To improve clarity and flow of the 
ToR document, it would be more appropriate 
for this information to be moved and 
incorporated into to the list in Section 5.5.1.   
 
In addition, the last bullet point should 
remove reference to “draft and final ToR”.  
Any consultation and engagement activities 
related to the preparation of the Terms of 
Reference should be described in Section 
5.4. 
 
Also, the last bullet should specify that 
documents will be made available to 
government agencies and Indigenous 
communities for review, in addition to the 
public.   

Revise this section accordingly. 

87.  Section 5.3, general This section should reflect the up-to-date 
status of the delegation and notification.  In 
addition, to improve clarity and flow, it would 
be more appropriate for the list of 
communities as described in Section 5.4.2, 
to be incorporated into this section of the 
ToR document.    

Revise this section accordingly. 

88.  Section 5.4, general In accordance with Section 5.2.9 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, do not confuse 

Revise this section and subsections 
accordingly. 
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 consultation plan with record of consultation.  

 
The consultation plan is for future 
consultation that will take place during the 
preparation of the EA.   
 
The record of consultation is for past 
consultation that took place during the 
preparation of the ToR.  As such, this section 
of the ToR document should summarize the 
consultation activities that occurred and their 
results.  In addition, proponents must submit 
a separate and more detailed document 
called a Record of Consultation. See 
Comment #2.  
 
In order to improve clarity, the heading for 
this section should be revised: “Consultation 
Plan for on the ToR”.  In addition, each of 
the subsection (i.e. 5.4.1 to 5.4.3) should be 
written in past tense since they are 
summarizing what has already occurred.    

89.  Section 5.5.1, page 
45 

The review of a draft EA document should 
be its own separate bullet point. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

90.  Section 5.5.2, general Refer to comments from Peter Brown, 
Indigenous Consultation Advisor, Client 
Services and Permissions Branch, MECP.   
 
The EA consultation plan for Indigenous 
communities should clearly set out the steps 
a proponent intends to take with respect to 
consultation activities.  It should include, but 

Revise this section accordingly. 
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 not limited to, consideration of the following:   

 
• How Indigenous communities will be 

notified and consulted.  This includes 
a description of the consultation 
activities planned (i.e. notifications, 
information sharing opportunities, 
open houses, individual meetings 
with the community etc.). 

• Points in the EA process when 
Indigenous communities will be 
consulted.  

• Methods that will be used to consult 
with Indigenous communities. 

• Identify the decisions that Indigenous 
communities can provide input to and 
what role Indigenous communities 
play when the proponent makes 
decisions.  

• How traditional knowledge will be 
incorporated.   

 
Consultation plans should be developed and 
refined in consultation with Indigenous 
communities.  Each community may have 
different approaches and/or preferences with 
regard to consultation and engagement.   As 
such, some communities may prefer to have 
individualized plans.     
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 Other Items 

Please specify in this section that Indigenous 
communities are welcome to participate in 
the public consultation activities, in addition 
to the ones planned specifically for 
Indigenous communities.   
 
Please remove the word “groups” from all 
references to “Indigenous communities and 
groups”.  The appropriate reference is just 
“Indigenous communities”.     

91.  Section 5.5.3, general The appropriate reference is “government 
agencies” and not just “agency”. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

92.  Section 5.5.4, general  Please use one term (i.e. record) when 
referring to the consultation record.  Too 
many terms (i.e. log, database etc.) is 
confusing. 
 
Please clarify the last sentence in this 
section: “The Record of Consultation for the 
ToR EA will be submitted…” 

Revise text accordingly 

93.  Section 5.6, page 49 Please specify: “all comments and inputs 
received from the public, government 
agencies and Indigenous communities will 
be documented…” 

Revise text accordingly. 

94.  Section 6, general The section notes that environmental studies 
have been completed by another proponent.  
Hydro One specifies that they intend on 
using this information and will conduct a gap 
analysis to identify the need of verification or 
collection of data to complete the description 
of the environment.   

Revise text accordingly.  Please remove 
references to other proponent’s environmental 
studies throughout this section.  See 
Comment #12 and #60.   
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What are the environmental studies you are 
referring too and by which proponent?  Is 
this reference to NextBridge and the 
NextBridge EA?  The ministry would like to 
emphasize that as outlined in our November 
14, 2017 letter to Hydro One and reiterated 
in correspondence from March 16, 2018 and 
April 10, 2018; Hydro One's proposed Lake 
Superior Link Transmission Project is 
considered a new undertaking for the 
purpose of the Environmental Assessment 
Act.  As such, Hydro One is required to 
complete the requirements of the 
Environmental Assessment Act including 
preparing technical studies for analysis and 
evaluation and consultation requirements.  
This information must be completed and 
submitted as part of the Lake Superior Link 
EA.   

95.  Section 6, general Please include a commitment in the ToR 
document that a more detailed description of  
the environment and the baseline conditions 
for all environmental components will be 
provided in the EA.  

Revise text accordingly. 

96.  Section 6.1 and 6.2, 
general 

The subsections of Section 6.1 and 6.2 
provide information on proposed data 
collection tools/methods (i.e. studies, tests, 
surveys or mapping etc.) for each of the 
environmental components; however, in 
accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR should 

Revise this section accordingly. 
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 provide a preliminary description of the 

environment and baseline conditions.   
 
The current descriptions of each of the 
environment components have limited 
information.  Descriptions of the environment 
and baseline conditions should be 
sufficiently detailed to allow the government 
agencies to determine whether the proposed 
studies will meet the information 
requirements of the particular agency.  
 
For instance, further information that can be 
included, but not limited to: 

• A description of the Lake Superior 
Watershed and any secondary or 
tertiary watersheds 

• A preliminary list of SARs in the study 
area 

• A list of the species of fish that are 
expected based on aquatic features 
of the study area. 

Please provide further information on 
baseline conditions for each of the 
environmental components. 

97.  Section 6.1 and 6.2, 
general 

In accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR should 
include a list and brief explanation of the 
tools (i.e. studies, tests, surveys, mapping 
etc.) that will be used to provide a more 
detailed description of the environment in the 
EA.  Lists will not preclude proponents from 

Revise this section accordingly. 
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 conducting additional and more detailed 

studies as part of the EA.   
 
Although the subsections of Section 6.1 and 
6.2 provide information on proposed data 
collection tools/methods, to improve clarity 
and flow, this information should be 
integrated into one subsection.  As such, 
please incorporate a subsection in Section 6 
that includes a list and a brief explanation for 
each of the available or existing data 
collection tools (i.e. studies, tests, surveys or 
mapping etc.) that were used to determine 
the existing conditions of each component of 
the environment.  Also, please include a list 
and a brief explanation of the data collection 
tools (i.e. studies, tests, surveys, mapping 
etc.) that will be carried out to provide a 
more detailed description of the environment 
in the EA. 
 
Overall, sufficient information should be 
given in the ToR to ensure that data 
collection tools/methods can be understood 
by interested government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and members of the 
public who are then able to provide informed 
comments. 

98.  Section 6.1.1 to 6.1.2, 
general 

Field work may be required to gather 
information on environmental baseline 
conditions.  As such, please remove 
references to “no field work” and include 

Revise these subsections accordingly. 
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 statements such as “desktop studies will be 

used and supplemented with field work 
where required” or “field work will be 
conducted if necessary” etc. 

99.  Section 6.1.6, page 
56 

The last paragraph provides general 
information and references all environmental 
components.  As such, it would be more 
appropriate to move this to the beginning of 
Section 6.1 of this ToR document. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

100.  Section 6.1.8, general Please specify that potential project emission 
sources will be evaluated against regulatory 
standards in the EA.  

Revise text accordingly. 

101.  Section 6.1.9, general Please specify that potential noise emission 
sources will be evaluated against regulatory 
standards in the EA.  

Revise text accordingly. 

102.  Section 6.2, general To improve clarity and flow, considering 
separating the socio-economic 
environmental components and the 
cultural/built environment components into 
two separate sections.    

Revise ToR document accordingly. 

103.  Section 6.2.3, page 
58 

To improve clarity, considering the following 
revision to the first sentence of the last 
paragraph that: “The EA will describe and 
assess existing commercial, recreational 
and industrial activities…” 

Revise text accordingly. 

104.  Section 6.2.5, general Refer to comments from Peter Brown, 
Indigenous Consultation Advisor, Client 
Services and Permissions Branch, MECP.   
 
Indigenous community-specific criteria and 
indicators may be required for the evaluation 
of alternatives and assessment of the 

Revise text accordingly. 
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 preferred undertaking.  Please include a 

commitment in the ToR that specifies criteria 
and indicators of relevance to Indigenous 
communities will be developed in 
consultation with Indigenous communities.  

105.  Section 6.2.7, page 
60 

The landscape characteristic should be 
described for the entire study area, not just 
“the area located West of Nigigon, and the 
Pukaskwa River Provincial Park”.  As such 
please remove this reference.  

Revise text accordingly. 

106.  Section 6.2.8, general Has there been any preliminary consultation 
with municipalities, MTO etc. regarding 
services and infrastructure? 

Please provide the additional information as 
part of the Record of Consultation (See 
Comment 2).       

107.  Section 6.2.9, general What are the Hydro One Land Acquisition 
Compensation Principles?  Please provide 
further information. 

Revise the text accordingly.  Please provide 
the additional information in this section of the 
ToR.     

108.  Section 7, general Once the assessment and comparative 
evaluation of the alternatives is completed, a 
preferred undertaking will be identified.  The 
purpose of this section is to describe the 
approach to be taken in the evaluation of the 
environmental effects of preferred 
undertaking.   The intent is to allow the 
additional details developed on the preferred 
undertaking (i.e. design, operations etc.) to 
be assessed.  It also allows for the 
evaluation of impact management measures 
and net effects within the context of a more 
comprehensive description for the preferred 
undertaking. 
 
In accordance with Section 5.2.7 of the 

Revise this section accordingly. 
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 ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR should 

either identify the evaluation method(s) to be 
used and the reason for its selection or 
outline the general parameters that will be 
used to identify the evaluation method(s) in 
the EA.   
 
Please clearly indicated at the evaluation 
method(s) will be used during EA process to 
assess: 
 

• Potential environmental effects 
• Impact management measures 
• Net effects  
• advantages and disadvantages 

 
of the undertaking on the environment during 
all phases of the project (i.e. construction, 
operation, maintenance etc.).  
 
The method(s) chosen must be able to 
produce an assessment that is clear logical 
and traceable. 

109.  Section 7, page 61 To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision:  “The following section identifies the 
potential effects assessment and evaluation 
and associated mitigation measures to 
address them avoid or minimize negative 
effects. Table 2 identifies the preliminary 
environmental features and technical 
considerations that will be applied assessed 
in the evaluation of potential environmental 

Revise text accordingly. 
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 effects.”  

 
Please include a statement that the 
preliminary list of features/considerations will 
be developed and refined during the EA 
process in consultation with the public, 
government agencies, Indigenous 
communities, and any other interested 
persons. 
 
Are you referring to the preliminary criteria 
and indicators in Appendix 2?  If so please 
reference in the text.   

110.  Section 7, page 62 This first paragraph discusses mitigation 
measures.  However, to improve clarity and 
flow of the ToR document, it would be more 
appropriate for the discussions regarding the 
assessment of potential environmental 
effects and mitigation measures to be 
separated into two separate subsections: i.e. 
‘Effects Assessment’ & ‘Mitigation 
Measures’. 
 
Also consider the following revision:  
“Mitigation measures will be developed and 
described in the EA to avoid or minimize 
negative effects due to construction and 
operation of the project with due 
consideration of cost, safety, feasibility and 
technical standards. “ 
 
Please clarify what phases are included in 

Revise text and this section accordingly. 
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 ‘pre- and post-operational”.   

111.  Section 7.1 and 7.2, 
general 

The information presented in these sections 
needs to be revised in order to improve 
clarity and flow.  Potential environmental 
effects, mitigation measures, evaluation 
methods for alternatives, criteria and 
indicators, data sources etc. are all 
discussed at once.  However, this 
information should be separated and 
incorporated into the appropriate 
corresponding sections of the ToR document 
(as facilitated by my comments on the draft 
ToR).     
 
Potential environmental effects and 
mitigation measures 
The preliminary information discussed in 
Section 7.1 and 7.2 with regards to the 
potential environmental effects and 
mitigation measures, is related to the 
assessment and evaluation of the 
alternatives and the preferred undertaking.  
As such, it would be more appropriate for 
this information to be incorporated as 
subsections at the end of Section 6 of this 
ToR document.   
 
In addition, to improve clarity, it is 
recommended that this information in 
sections 7.1 and 7.2 be put into tabular 
format. 

Revise this section and ToR document 
accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

112.  Section 7.2, general To improve clarity and flow, considering Revise ToR document accordingly. 
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 separating the potential socio-economic 

environmental effects and the potential 
cultural/built environment effects into two 
separate sections.    

113.  Section 7.3. general This section specifies that the technical, 
administrative and cost considerations 
should be used to evaluate the alternatives.  
As such, to improve clarity and flow, it would 
be more appropriate for this section to be 
moved to Section 4.5 of this ToR document.    

Revise ToR document accordingly. 

114.  Section 8, general In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR must 
include a statement that the EA will include a 
comprehensive list of commitments made by 
the proponent during the ToR process, and 
where or how they have been dealt with in 
the EA.  Furthermore, the EA will include a 
comprehensive list of commitments made by 
the proponent during the EA process; 
including all commitments relating to impact 
management measures, additional works 
and studies to be carried out, monitoring, 
consultation and contingency planning, and 
documentation and correspondence.   
 
As such, consider incorporating a new 
subsection in Section 8 of the ToR that 
speaks to ‘commitments’ and references 
these requirements. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

115.  Section 8, general In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, a monitoring 
framework will consider all phases of the 

Revise text accordingly. 
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 proposed undertaking (planning, detailed 

design, construction, operations, 
decommissioning etc.).   
 
Please clarify what phases are included in 
‘pre- and post-operational”.   
 
Include a commitment in the ToR that clearly 
states a monitoring framework will be 
develop during the EA and will consider all 
phases of the proposed undertaking. 

116.  Section 8.1 and 8.2, 
general 

In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the monitoring 
framework includes two types of monitoring:  
 

• compliance monitoring – assessment 
of whether an undertaking had been 
constructed, implemented and/or 
operated in accordance with 
commitments made during the EA 
and the conditions of EA approval; 
 

• effects monitoring – activities carried 
out by the proponent after approval of 
the undertaking to determine the 
environmental effects of the 
undertaking.  

 
To improve clarity and flow, please clearly 
define the two types of monitoring in the 
corresponding sections; Sections 8.1 (effects 
monitoring) and 8.2 (compliance monitoring).   

Revise these sections accordingly. 
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 117.  Section 8.1, general This section is supposed to provide 

preliminary information on effects monitoring; 
however, it includes information on 
compliance monitoring (i.e. EA 
commitments).  As such, it would be more 
appropriate to move information on 
compliance monitoring to Section 8.2 of this 
ToR document.   
 
What is the project environmental 
management system?  Will it include effects 
monitoring in addition to compliance 
monitoring?  Please provide further 
information.   

Revise text and section accordingly.   

118.  Section 8.1, page 67 To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision:  “During the later stages of the EA 
process, a monitoring program will be 
developed…. will ensure compliance with the 
all commitments set out in this assessment 
made during the EA process, plus other 
environmental requirements….”  
 
Please move this paragraph to Section 8.2 
(See Comment #119) and incorporate a 
similar commitment that speaks to effects 
monitoring. 

Revise text and section accordingly. 

119.  Section 8.2, general The current information in this section 
regarding compliance monitoring should be 
replaced with the information on compliance 
monitoring from Section 8.1. 
 
In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 

Revise text accordingly. 
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 ministry’s Code of Practice, the EA will need 

to provide a monitoring strategy that sets out 
how and when all commitments made in the 
EA will be fulfilled and how the proponent will 
report to the ministry about compliance.  
Please include a commitment referencing 
this requirement in this section of the ToR. 

120.  Appendix 2 The table should clearly identify which 
column refers to the ‘criteria’ that will be 
used for the assessment and evaluation of 
alternatives.  Also, the items under the 
“features considered” column should be 
separated into more specific criteria.  For 
instance, “environmentally sensitive areas” 
can be separated further but not limited to: 

• Natural heritage features (i.e. ANSI) 
• Wetlands 
• Species at risk 
• Terrestrial habitat 
• Aquatic habitat  

 
Also, items under the “environment” column 
should include cultural and built 
environments, and any other technical 
considerations. 
 
In addition, please include a column that 
identifies preliminary potential effects on 
each of the indictors. 
 
Also, as per Comments #12, #60 and #94, 

Revise table accordingly.   
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 please remove references to the existing 

NextBridge EA studies.   
 
Overall, sufficient information should be 
given in the ToR to ensure that this table can 
be understood by interested persons who 
are then able to provide informed comments. 
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Peter Brown, Indigenous Consultation Advisor, CSPB  
1 Throughout (e.g., 

Sections 3.1, 4.4.1, 
5.0, 5.1, 5.2, 5.4, 
5.6) 

Please make sure that Indigenous communities 
are identified separately from stakeholders and 
agencies in the Final ToR.  Many indigenous 
communities prefer to not be identified as 
stakeholders. 

Revise text throughout to identify Indigenous 
communities, stakeholders and agencies 
separately. 

2 Section 5.3, page 40.  The Ministry of Energy, on behalf of the Crown, 
formally delegated procedural aspects of 
consultation to Hydro One and provided a list of 
communities to be consulted for the 
environmental assessment process on March 2, 
2018.  The Ministry of Energy also notified the 
communities of this delegation.  

Revise the first parts of this section to reflect 
the up-to-date status of the delegation and 
notification.  Please also indicate that 
consultation on a draft Indigenous 
consultation plan for the EA will occur with 
all identified Indigenous communities (see 
comment #4 below). 

3 Section 5.4, page 42. This section should provide a summary of the 
consultation undertaken during the development 
of the ToR, not a consultation plan for the ToR.  
A complete record of consultation undertaken by 
Hydro One during the development of the ToR 
should also be provided as an appendix to the 
ToR.  Indigenous community input in the 
development of the ToR is a very important part 
of the EA process. 

Please include a summary of the 
consultation undertaken during the 
development of the ToR in the main body of 
the ToR.  The Indigenous consultation 
summary should be organized by community 
and identify key issues raised and how they 
are addressed in the ToR (e.g., responses to 
them and/or explanation of how the input 
informed EA methodology, study design, 
etc). The appended record of consultation 
should include all events and 
communications, and indicate how any 
questions, comments and concerns are 
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addressed in the ToR and/or will be 
addressed through the EA process.       

4 Section 5.5.2 It is not clear if the Indigenous consultation plan 
for the EA referenced in the draft ToR is 
contained within section 5.5.2 or also exists as a 
more extensive stand-alone document that can 
be modified through consultation with 
communities.   
 
It is also not clear how Hydro One will 
“incorporate traditional knowledge and use”, as 
indicated in the draft ToR (p.47).  This is an 
important part of the EA process and requires 
further clarification. 

Please include a copy of the draft 
Indigenous consultation plan for the EA as 
part of the Final ToR or as a stand-alone 
document for review and consultation.  I 
suggest calling it a draft plan until Hydro One 
consults with each individual Indigenous 
community on the plan.  Some communities 
may request individualized plans, which 
should be honoured or accommodated 
appropriately (e.g., community-specific 
sections) within the overall consultation plan.   
 
Each community may have different 
approaches and preferences for the sharing 
of Traditional or Indigenous Knowledge, and 
this should also be honoured by Hydro One.  
Please note that Indigenous Knowledge 
should be an input to most physical, 
biological and human components of the 
environment.  Please state a commitment to 
consider, and incorporate as appropriate, 
Indigenous consultation and knowledge in, 
for example:  

• the methodology for and description 
of baseline conditions (e.g., study 
areas; environmental components; 
resources, species, other values of 
importance; timing of baseline 
studies, etc.); 
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• the evaluation of alternatives and 
assessment of the preferred 
undertaking (e.g., criteria and 
indicators of relevance to Indigenous 
communities for all environmental 
components); 

• the development of mitigation 
measures and monitoring 
commitments; and 

• the conclusions of the EA, including 
any residual adverse effects on 
Aboriginal and treaty rights             

5 Section 6.2.5 “potential employment and… other relevant 
socio-economic aspects” should be considered 
under a more appropriate socio-economic 
component rather than as part of 
Traditional/Indigenous Land Use.   

Move socio-economic references from 
Section 6.2.5 to 6.2.3 or 6.2.4, or create a 
separate Indigenous employment and 
economic activity component. 

6 Section 7.0 Commitments to consider Traditional or 
Indigenous Knowledge for each environmental 
component are not clear. Indigenous community-
specific criteria and indicators may also be 
required to address specific concerns or 
requests.  This is an important part of the EA 
process and requires further clarification. 

Information provided by Indigenous 
communities should be considered in 
developing all criteria, indicators and 
measures, not just “for effects on 
traditional/Indigenous land use where 
relevant” (p. 65). Please clarify this 
throughout Section 7.0.  For example, 
Traditional or Indigenous Knowledge or 
Traditional/ Indigenous Resource Uses 
and/or Areas should be listed as a feature or 
consideration under Natural Environment 
(p.61).   
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Comment 
# 

 
Reference to ToR 

Report 
 

 
Comments & Rationale 

 
Proposed Action/Solution 

Under Socio-Economic Environment, it is 
recommended to refer to Traditional 
Knowledge as opposed to ‘Traditional 
Knowledge Studies’ because communities 
may prefer to share knowledge in ways other 
than through a formal study.  This should be 
considered throughout the ToR. 
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Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Comments 

 
Proposal: Draft Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Proponent: Hydro One Networks Inc 
 

Comment 
# 

Reference to ToR 
Report 

Comments & Rationale  
 

Proposed Action/Solution  
 

Guowang Qiu, Air Quality Analyst, Technical Support, Northern Region  
1 Section 7.1 Within the section of evaluation of potential 

effects on the natural environment, air quality 
was not included. There is a potential air quality 
effects during the construction of the project due 
to construction activities, especially for the 
fugitive dust. 

Consider the potential air quality effects 
from the construction activities, especially 
for the potential receptors near the 
transmission line, air quality impact 
assessment should be conducted and 
included in the environment assessment. 

2 Appendix 2 Air quality was not included in the list of 
preliminary criteria and indicators. 

Air quality and greenhouse gas emissions 
should be considered and included in the 
list of criteria and indicators to assess the 
environmental impacts of the project. 
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Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Comments 

 
Proposal: Draft Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Proponent: Hydro One Networks Inc 
 

Comment 
# 

Reference to ToR 
Report Comments & Rationale Proposed Action/Solution 

Sam Shippam, Senior Environmental Officer, Thunder Bay District Office  
1 General I reviewed the DRAFT TOR. At this point the 

district has no comments. 
N/A 
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Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Comments 

 
Proposal: Draft Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Proponent: Hydro One Networks Inc 
 

Comment 
# 

Reference to ToR 
Report 

Comments & Rationale  
 Proposed Action/Solution  

Enoch Tse, Senior Noise Engineer, Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch  
1 General I have reviewed the information and have no 

further comments. 
N/A 

Stefanos Habtom, Senior Wastewater Engineer, Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 
2 General I have reviewed the Draft ToR for the Hydro One 

Lake Superior Link Project and I have no 
comments in terms of the mandate of the 
Wastewater Review Unit. 

N/A 
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Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Comments 
 
Proposal: Draft Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
Proponent: Hydro One Networks Inc. 
 

Comment 
# 

 
Reference to ToR 

Report 
 

Comments & Rationale  
 

Proposed Action/Solution  
 

Archana Uprety, Hydrogeologist, Drinking Water and Environmental Compliance Division 
1 Not mentioned in 

ToR 
The study area in the EA should include 500 m 
on either side of the Reference Route and 
Alternative Routes. Project-specific potential 
environmental effects on groundwater resources 
are likely to occur within this area. For locations 
where extensive blasting is required, this 
distance may need to be increased.  

Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 

2 Not mentioned in 
ToR 

The study area in the EA should also include the 
area within 1 km from the project footprint, within 
which potential cumulative environmental effects 
on groundwater resources may occur.  

Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 

3 Section 6.1.2, page 
52 

To reduce risk to groundwater, a desktop study 
and door-to-door survey should be conducted 
prior to construction to determine local 
groundwater conditions, and location of water 
supply wells. Should the study reveal shallow 
groundwater conditions, or water supply wells 
located within the vicinity of the transmission 
corridor, mitigation measures should be 
proposed to avoid potential negative effects. 

Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
comitment to address concern. 

4 Not mentioned in 
ToR 

The EA should include a spill prevention and 
response plan, a waste management plan, and 
a blast management should blasting be 

Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 
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Comment 
# 

 
Reference to ToR 

Report 
 

Comments & Rationale  
 

Proposed Action/Solution  
 

required. The use of ammonium nitrate 
explosive in the vicinity of water supply wells 
should be avoided. 

5 Section 7, page 61  The EA should identify potential effects, assess 
them, and recommend mitigation measures to 
reduce or avoid potential negative effects. 
Project activities which may impact groundwater 
resources such as during construction, operation 
and maintenance should be assessed. Including 
but not limited to, impact to water supply wells, 
potential contaminant discharges, disturbing pre-
existing shallow contaminated soils, leaching of 
herbicides, managing precipitation and runoff, 
effects from dewatering, blasting, and artesian 
conditions.  

Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 
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Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks  
435 James Street South 
Suite 331 
Thunder Bay ON  P7E 6S7 
Tel.:  807 475-1717 
Fax:  807 475-1754 

 
 

 
Ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
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435, rue James sud 
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July 16th, 2018 
 
M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO: Antonia Testa 
      Special Project Officer 
 
FROM:  Mira Majerovich 
   Northern Region Planner/EA Coordinator 
 
RE: Draft Terms of Reference for Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Line 
 
As requested, I have reviewed the Draft Terms of Reference (ToR) for the project 
above. Generally, the planning process for the environmental assessment (EA) appears 
to include the requirements set out in the EA process. Please keep in mind that by 
acknowledging your intention to mirror the East West Tie EA and associated studies for 
that project (for reasons explained in Sec 4.1, pg. 27), you are assuming the document 
is without deficiencies. The following comments focus on land-use compatibility and 
environmental planning. The recommendations below will aim to improve clarity and 
better align the process with the ministry’s legislations, policies and procedures. 
 
Permit and Approval Requirements (Sec. 2, pg. 15): 
Please clarify that Lake Superior Links only plans to concurrently prepare for permits 
and approvals while the EA process is being undertaken. As written, it infers that permit 
and approval applications may be submitted during the EA process. Approval under the 
Environmental Assessment Act comes first and that approval under one piece of 
legislation does not guarantee approval under another. To reduce timelines, permit or 
approval applications may be submitted concurrently with the EA, however, these will 
not be approved until the EA process is complete. Also, the proponent can consult with 
other agencies to coordinate documentation that could meet both the EA and other 
applicable approvals as needed (Code of Practice: Environmental Assessments, pg 38). 
 
Soil Contamination (Sec. 7.1, pg. 62; Sec. 7.3, pg. 66): 
Please provide an approach for determining if and when assessing or managing soil 
contamination may be considered. While this may not be a significant concern, a 
complete assessment should consider the potential for soil contamination concerns and 
outline how they may be addressed. The Guide on Site Assessment, the cleanup of 
Brownfield Sites and the Filing of Record of Site Condition can provide some direction.  
 
Acoustic Environment (Sec. 6.1.9, pg 56): 
Please provide additional detail for the reference routes by referring to the communities 
that will be crossed, recreational areas, the existing transmission line and other potential 
sensitive receivers. 
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Noise level measurements, studies and/or mitigation measures may be required in 
some areas depending on the proximity to sensitive receivers. 
 
Acoustic and noise become a consideration when there is a point of reception and 
communities have a different acoustic environment. When a facility is proposed Ministry 
of the Environment’s Guideline D-1 Land Use Compatibility outlines the proponent’s 
responsibility in determining: 

1. The influence area 
2. Identity and distance from existing or committed sensitive land use(s); 
3. Severity of impacts; and 
4. Feasible mitigation (Guideline D-1, Sec 1.3.2). 

Ministry of the Environment’s Environmental Noise Guideline NPC 300 applies to EA 
projects. It provides sound level limits for different classes of areas (eg. urban, rural). 
 
Human Health (Sec. 6.2.6, pg. 59): 
Please provide detail on how noise, air and water quality will be assessed and managed 
either by linking these to other sections of the ToR (Sec. 6.1.8, Sec. 6.1.9, Sec. 6.1.2) or 
by adding details into this section. This section commits to only providing baseline 
conditions and potential effects for EMF’s. There are other human health issues that 
need to be addressed. 
 
Infrastructure and Service (Sec. 6.2.8; pg. 60): 
The construction phase of this project will likely generate significant waste. The 
proponent should assess the projects effect on existing waste management services. 
Do local waste management services have the capacity to accept additional waste from 
the project? 
 
Appendix 2 – List of Preliminary Criteria and Indicators Table: 
Under Potential Data Sources, please add to Socio-economic Environment (existing 
land-use, approved development, commercial activities) MNRF, MMAH, MTCS, and 
Parks Canada. For unorganized land, MMAH is the approval authority. MNRF 
administers the affected crown land and conservation authorities and Parks Canada the 
federal parks. 
 
Update the table to reflect any criteria and indicators under the Socio-Economic 
Environment for First Nation Communities through consultation and also include any 
from other stakeholders (eg. Traditional Land and Resources). 
 
Please rephrase land use in the table under the Rationale for Selection of Indicator to 
land use compatibility, when referring to potential for conflicts with existing land uses. 
While it may be inferred as stated, this ministry prefers to see land use compatibility 
clearly referenced. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations on the draft 
ToR. Please note that the above comments have been prepared on the basis of the 
preliminary information provided to date. Additional concerns may be identified on 
review of additional information. Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Regards, 
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Mira Majerovich 
Environmental Planner/EA Coordinator 
Norther Region, Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
 
Cc: Paula Allen, APEP Supervisor, Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks 
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July 18, 2018 
 
 
M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO:  Antonia Testa 
  Special Projects Officer 
  Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch 
 
FROM: Scott Parker 
  Surface Water Specialist 
  Technical Support Section, Northern Region 
 
RE: Hydro One Lake Superior Link – Draft Terms of Reference.     
 
 
 
1.0 Introduction 
 
As requested, I have reviewed the surface water related sections pertaining of the 
Hydro One Lake Superior Link (LSL) Draft Terms of Reference (ToR), submitted June 
11, 2018. The purpose of the ToR was to initiate the planning process under the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment Act to identify the preferred alternative and to establish the 
framework for the planning and decision making process to be followed by the 
proponent during the preparation of the Environmental Assessment (EA) Report. The 
objectives of my review were to: 
 

 Assess the adequacy of the LSL Draft ToR to characterize existing 
environmental conditions, predict and assess potential environmental effects 
associated with construction and operation and compare alternative 
methods/routes for carrying out the undertaking;  

 Assess the efficacy of the proposed ToR surface water related work plans to 
detect potential aquatic impacts from the development and operation of the 
proposed Project;  

 Identify any data gaps and provide recommendations as to the best way to fill 
them; and 

 Provide recommendations for additional consideration in the ToR and EA, if 
required. 

 



 

 

2.0 Background  
 
Hydro One has initiated a study under the Environmental Assessment Act to construct 
an approximately 400 km long double-circuit 230 kilovolt electric power transmission 
line from the Lakehead Transformer Station (TS) near Thunder Bay to the Wawa TS 
near Wawa, Ontario. The Project will be operated for an indeterminate time period and 
decommissioning is not anticipated.The project proposed by Hydro One is similar to the 
East-West Tie project proposed by NextBridge, currently under MECP review, in that 
the purpose of the undertaking is the same and the project descriptions are similar. The 
difference between the two projects relates to a proposed alignment deviation along the 
route corridor. Hydro One intends to twin the exiting line through Pukaskwa National 
Park whereas the current NextBridge route goes around the park.  
 
Hydro One intends to utilize publicly available (EA document) environmental and 
biophysical baseline information of the reference route and the alternative route. Where 
there is an overlap in the study areas, Hydro One does not intend to duplicate these 
studies. Hydro One intends to verify and/or collect additional data where necessary to 
complete the environmental description for the proposed project. 
 
3.0 Surface Water Review 
 
The project is located in the Northwestern and Northeastern Lake Superior secondary 
watersheds and the following tertiary watersheds: Black Sturgeon, Nipigon, Little Pic, 
Pic, White, Michipicoten and Magpie. Surface water flows and water levels in the river 
systems crossed by the Project are controlled primarily by snow-melt and rainfall runoff. 
These river systems flow generally south, draining into Lake Superior.  
 
The proposed Hydro One LSL transmission line reference route intends to utilize the 
existing RoW transmission corridor through Pukaskwa National Park as well as the 
majority of the route proposed for the Nextbridge East-West Tie (currently in MECP 
review). A RoW will be cleared of vegetation to accommodate the transmission line 
around the communities of Dorion and Loon Lake between Nipigon and the Municipality 
of Shuniah. 
 
4.0 Conclusions/Recommendations 
 
The environmental impacts to surface water quantity and quality from transmission line 
construction are generally limited to access road construction and RoW clearing. The 
potential long-term operational impacts are related primarily to increased erosion and 
sedimentation as well as short-term increases in water level or “flashy” stream flows due 
to access roads and the cleared RoW. There is also the potential that removal of tree 
cover in the RoW and changes in stream flows and water levels may increase 
concentrations of certain chemical constituents, stream temperature and suspended 
solids in receiving water. However, most, if not all, operational impacts to surface water 
quantity and quality may be mitigated by utilizing best management practices (BMPs) 
during the construction phase of the Project and by the inclusion of riparian vegetation 
buffer strips and erosion control measures along streams that intersect the RoW to 
attenuate runoff from the RoW, reduce sedimentation and erosion and provide shade 
cover thereby reducing stream temperature. 
 



 

 

As the Lake Superior Link project moves forward, uncertainty can be reduced by 
making conservative assumptions, planning implementation of effective mitigation and 
monitoring measures and using available adaptive management measures to address 
potential unforeseen circumstances should they arise. Mitigation measures need to be 
based on proven and recognized best management practices, standard protocols for 
stream crossings, land clearing and/or working near water with machinery that are well 
understood and have been applied to road (and transmission line) construction projects 
throughout northern Ontario. 
 
The Project must be carried out in compliance with the best management practices for 
road construction and operation and will be constructed in accordance with the 
guidelines listed on page 63 of the Draft LSL ToR as well as Crown Land Bridge 
Management Guidelines (MNR 2008), Northern Land Use Guidelines – Access: Roads 
and Trails (INAC 2010) and Fish-Stream Crossing Guidebook (B.C. Ministry of Forests, 
Lands and Natural Resource Operations, B.C. Ministry of Environment and Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada 2012). It is recommended that the Canadian Council of Ministers 
of the Environment (CCME) Canadian Water Quality Guideline for the Protection of 
Aquatic Life for suspended sediment and turbidity be followed where bankside, in-
stream and/or dewatering work is required. Trigger/threshold values should be 
established and sampling should occur in potential sensitive receivers before, during 
and after such work is undertaken. It is also recommended that the following Ontario 
Provincial Standard Specifications be included to the requirements related to road, 
bridge and ancillary area construction:  
 

 Ontario Provincial Standard Specification (OPSS 805) – Construction 
Specifications for Temporary Erosion and Sediment Control Measures 

 Ontario Provincial Standard Specification (OPSS 182) – General specifications 
for Environmental Protection for Construction in Waterbodies and on Waterbody 
Banks 

 Ontario Provincial Standard Specification (OPSS 518) – Construction 
Specifications for Control of Water from Dewatering Operations 

 
5.0  Closure 
 
If you have any questions regarding the above comments and recommendations, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. The purpose of the preceding review is to provide 
advice regarding surface water conditions based on the information provided in the 
above referenced documents. The conclusions, opinions, and recommendations of the 
reviewer are based on information provided by others, except where otherwise 
specifically noted. A lack of specific comment by the reviewer is not to be construed as 
endorsing the content or views expressed in the reviewed material.  
 
 

Scott Parker,  
Surface Water Specialist,  
Northern Region 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

c: Todd Kondrat, Surface Water Specialist – Group Leader 
c: Sam Shippam, Senior Environmental Officer, Thunder Bay District 
cc: Technical Support File #: SW 07 02. 
 



To:  

Melissa Fast – Hydro One Community Relations 

Re:  

Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 

Draft Terms of Reference 

Reference Route Alternative in the Dorion and Loon Lake Area (Twinning existing Hydro 
line along Loon Lake) 

 

This letter is written on behalf of the residents and campers at East Loon Lake to 
convey our opposition to the proposed alternative route outlined in the Draft Terms of 
Reference for the Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project.  This proposed 
alternative route would twin the existing Hydro transmission line that currently exists on 
the northern side of Loon Lake.    

We find it necessary to first point out that Loon Lake is not part of Dorion.  Loon 
Lake is situated in Shuniah Township.  It is necessary for you to recognize that we are a 
community separate from Dorion with our own set of concerns and objections.   

From 2014 to 2016, our Association met with Nextbridge representatives on several 
occasions within Shuniah and Thunder Bay to discuss our concerns with the proposed 
routing of the East West Tie adjacent to Loon Lake.  Please give our community the 
recognition that we deserve by holding future meetings, if required, to discuss the Hydro 
One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project in either Shuniah or Thunder Bay. 

This spring, representatives of Hydro One held a community meeting at the Victoria 
Inn to share the draft Terms of Reference for the Lake Superior Link.  At that meeting, 
only one route from Thunder Bay to Dorion was presented.  This was the same path that 
Nextbridge had determined it would be using, and members of our Association were 
assured by Hydro One representatives at this meeting that Hydro One would follow this 
same path and would not twin the existing line along Loon.  Now that has all changed and 
we feel that Hydro One has misled our community. 

Comments were made by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) 
during the review of the draft Terms of Reference.   The MNRF views the Lake Superior 
Link project as a new undertaking, completely separate from the Nextbridge project.  How 
can this be when Hydro One is now examining the exact same path that Nextbridge has 
already studied and rejected? 

The draft Terms of Reference state that the project will “enhance safety and 
security of electrical supply” (4.2.1). With weather events becoming more severe and 
unpredictable, what would happen to a twinned transmission line that is struck by a 



tornado or ice storm?  Separating the transmission line to follow different paths would 
provide a greater guarantee that the security of the electrical supply would be protected. 

Loon Lake is a beautiful lake steeped in history and tradition. Today, more than 200 
families enjoy a wide-range of lake-based activities that provide a wealth of happy times 
and great memories. 

 These families have been good stewards of the lake for almost a century. 
They created two, separate campers' associations that look after the interests of the 
lake's water quality and any development that threatens the integrity of the lake. 

The East Loon Lake Campers’ Association is gravely concerned that Hydro One 
and its project could jeopardize much that we cherish about Loon Lake. 

 Hydro One wants to build a second high voltage transmission line parallel to the 
one that currently runs along the North side of Loon Lake. That first line was erected in 
the 1960's by Ontario Hydro. It was built without giving notice to property owners at Loon 
Lake and with no environmental assessment. 

  In order to build this second line, we are concerned that East Loon Road would be 
used to access the project site. 

  Our road is constantly used for many forms of active transportation all year 
round.  The safety of children and adults walking, jogging and biking would be at risk 
when forced to share the roads with all the traffic this project would bring. 

 Our roadway was recently paved and is not designed for heavy equipment.  We are 
concerned that the roads may be damaged.  If damaged, will we, the property owners of 
Loon Lake, bear the burden of repairing our roads? 

 The noise and vibration produced by this traffic on the roads would prevent 
everyone from enjoying their time at Loon Lake.  It also raises concerns that continuous 
heavy vibration would disrupt the water table and underground springs that feed the lake 
and wells around it.   

Hydro One states that the existing transmission line’s right-of-way would be 
widened and another set of towers would be erected. 

 Doubling the right of way for this second transmission line means the creation of a 
vast clear cut path within the watershed of Loon Lake.   

 Loon Lake is in a bowl. The largest expanse of the watershed lies to the north and 
west of the lake. The proposed transmission corridor would run directly through this key 
portion of watershed.   

 As property owners living in this delicate bowl, we believe that disturbing the 
watershed on such a scale will create additional erosion, impacting the flow of surface 
water and groundwater flow into the lake. 



 Many of us remember a clear-cut logging operation that occurred on the west and 
north end of Loon Lake a few years ago.  

 The heavy equipment on the land disrupted groundwater seeps into that portion of 
the lake. The water still doesn't flow to one, century-old shoreline artesian well. 

 We also know of one cottage owner who had to spend ten thousand dollars to filter 
out the disturbed ground sulphur that ended up in his well water. 

 Groundwater flow dynamics are very complex. Concrete footings are required to 
erect the towers. Blasting through bedrock to establish these footings could disrupt those 
sensitive groundwater seeps. 

          Wells that supply drinking water to residents and campers could be affected both in 
the amount and quality of water they supply.  Disrupting this groundwater supply would 
also affect the health of the lake water.   

Disrupting both surface water and ground water would affect the aquatic life in Loon 
Lake, from the vegetation and tiny organisms at the base of the food chain up to the fish 
and waterfowl that rely upon them.  Loons, cormorants, eagles, bats and fish are just a 
few species that would be affected. 

 It is important to remember that Loon is a speckled trout lake, dependent on 
the integrity of the flow of these underground seeps that make their way into the lake by 
way of underwater springs. 

Clearing the right of way and the transmission line construction would affect the 
diverse vegetation and wildlife that exists here.  In addition, a doubled right-of-way will 
require double the amount of chemical herbicides to curb vegetation growth.  This will all 
flow downhill to the lake.  Again, what harm will this do to other vegetation in the area as 
well as the water quality of Loon Lake and its vegetation and wildlife?  Blueberry picking 
is an activity that campers have enjoyed for generations on this land and it would be 
damaged by this project.  

Members of the Loon Lake community have laid the ashes of deceased loved ones 
in the area of the proposed path.  These were spread with the belief that their family 
members would lie in peace close to the Lake that they had loved.  Construction of the 
proposed path would disturb those remains. 

 Once erected, the towers will have a devastating visual impact on the sightline of 
Loon Lake. The path for the second set of towers is on higher ground, uphill from the 
existing line. Both the towers and the missing vegetation will be visible. A double set of 
towers would be visible down the entire length of the lake. 

Whether it was generations ago or in the present day, the property owners at Loon 
Lake have worked very hard to purchase their land for the specific purpose of finding 
peace and enjoyment from lakeside living. 



The desire of people to be at Loon Lake is directly linked to the health and beauty 
of Loon Lake.  If Hydro One proceeds with their proposed path, both the health and 
beauty will be diminished.  As a result, the value of the property at Loon Lake which we 
have cared for, will also diminish. 

 The fact of the matter is that Loon Lake has already borne more than its share of 
the burden created by modern utilities. Besides the existing transmission line on the north 
shore of the lake, the CP Rail main line hugs the south shore. Just beyond the watershed 
is the Trans-Canada pipeline and a second power transmission line. Then there's the 
doubling of the Trans-Canada highway just to the south of that. 

 Hydro One has made no secret that the proposed path along Loon Lake is the most 
efficient and cost effective. But at what cost to us? 

 In 2016, when Nextbridge was considering the path along Loon Lake, a petition 
requesting that another path for this transmission line be found was circulated to 
residents and campers of Loon Lake.  A majority of property owners signed this petition 
making it clear that we want the proposed path moved outside of Loon Lake's watershed. 

 We hope you will consider our concerns as your own.  We are asking Hydro One to 
follow the preferred route, away from Loon Lake, as determined by Nextbridge, and reject 
the proposal to twin the existing transmission line along Loon Lake. We ask this of you so 
that Loon Lake, its environment and community, can be preserved for the present and for 
years to come.  

  

Sincerely, 

Thunder Bay’s East Loon Lake Campers’ Association Inc. 

 

Will Goodman President 

Zoie Yurick Secretary 

 

Cc: Hon. Rod Phillips Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks 

Cc: Shuniah Mayor Wendy Landry and Councillors  Duff Stewart, Donna Blunt, Don 
Smith and Ron Giardetti  

 
 



Comments on Revised Draft of Lake Superior Link Terms of Reference (Submitted August 3, 2018) 
August 20, 2018 
 
Comments provided by:  

• Courtney Irvine, A/ Resource Management Officer II/ Impact Assessment Officer, Pukaskwa 
National Park, Parks Canada Agency  

• Christine Drake, A/ Park Superintendent, Pukaskwa National Park, Parks Canada Agency 

Experts consulted:  

• Jason Crockett, Realty Advisor, Realty Services, Strategic Policy and Investment Directorate, 
Parks Canada Agency 

• Marie-Claude Martel, Impact Assessment Specialist, Natural Resource Conservation Branch, 
Parks Canada Agency 

 

In document 20180807_Lake Superior Link Draft RoC for the Proposed ToR – Parks Canada 
Comment and Responses Table 

PNP-7: The Response Provided by Hydro One “The text has been removed revised to acknowledge the 
new License of Occupation will be approved following the completion of a DIA” is incorrect.  However, the 
text of sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 is mostly correct.  

 

In Revised Draft of Lake Superior Link Terms of Reference 

Section 2.2.2 

• “Upgrades to infrastructure within the Park to quad-circuit towers as part of the Lake Superior 
Link Project are allowable can be considered within the existing l License of Occupation 
agreement, provided all federal laws and policies including the results of the detailed impact 
assessment, and Indigenous consultation obligations are fulfilled.” 

• “The completion of a Detailed Impact Assessment will be necessary to fulfill Section 67 of the 
CEAA 2012 legal requirement for the section of the Reference Route which passes through 
Pukaskwa National Park. The Detailed Impact Assessment will identify the potential effects of the 
Lake Superior Link Project to natural and cultural resources within Pukaskwa National Park and 
identify results of consultations with public, stakeholder and Indigenous groups about this Project 
within Pukaskwa National Park.” 

Section 5.2.3 

• Figures 4 and 5 should designate light green areas as provincial parks, national parks and ANSIs 

Section 5.2.7 

• Table 6 – Rangifer tarandus was observed in Pukaskwa National Park in 2016 
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August 21, 2018 

Paul Dobson, Acting President and Chief Executive Officer and Chief Financial Officer 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 
483 Bay Street 
South Tower, 6th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2P5  
 
Via email: Paul.Dobson@HydroOne.com 

Dear Mr. Dobson, 

RE: Rejecting any renewed or replaced transmission within Pukaskwa National Park 

CPAWS Wildlands League is writing to urgently request that you avoid Pukaskwa National Park in the 

proposed Lake Superior Link Transmission Project. This Hydro One project is currently undergoing 

consultation on its revised draft Terms of Reference for an independent environmental assessment 

under the province’s Environmental Assessment Act and its preferred route would extend through the 

National Park.  

Wildlands League does not support renewing or replacing existing transmission through Pukaskwa 

National Park because it is inconsistent with the maintenance and restoration of ecological integrity (the 

first priority in managing all aspects of the Park). We urgently advise Hydro One to use an alternative 

around the Park called the Reference Route Alternative.  

Hydro One’s preferred route through the Park would delay restoration of the Park’s ecological integrity 

and ultimately lead to more fragmentation and disturbance within the Park. This is not in the public 

interest and not consistent with the first priority of maintaining and restoring ecological integrity. A line 

through the Park, including a proposal to renew or replace existing transmission, must be rejected 

because it would be moving park management in the wrong direction on the ecological integrity 

continuum. Hydro One must avoid Pukaskwa National Park and phase out the existing transmission line 

so the Park’s ecological integrity can be restored, allowing the Park to fulfill its proper role in helping to 

preserve the nation’s biodiversity. 

In May of this year, the Honourable Catherine McKenna, Minister of Environment and Climate Change, 

and Minister responsible for Parks Canada issued a formal declaration1 reaffirming that “ecological 

integrity is the first priority in considering all aspects of management of national parks – through 

focused investments, limiting development, and by working with Indigenous peoples, provinces and 

territories.” We welcome and support this statement as it reflects our long standing position too. 

                                                           
1 See https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/minister-mckenna-affirms-ecological-integrity-is-the-first-priority-
in-the-management-of-parks-canada-681944261.html 
 

https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/minister-mckenna-affirms-ecological-integrity-is-the-first-priority-in-the-management-of-parks-canada-681944261.html
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/minister-mckenna-affirms-ecological-integrity-is-the-first-priority-in-the-management-of-parks-canada-681944261.html
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Wildlands League has been following the planning for East-West Tie Expansion Project. We shared our 

view over five years ago directly with proponent NextBridge Infrastructure that any proposed 

transmission line must avoid Pukaskwa National Park in order to maintain and restore the ecological 

integrity of the Park. We were pleased to see that proponent’s preferred route avoid the National Park. 

This is also consistent with Parks Canada’s direction in 2014 to not allow a study of a route through the 

Park by then Acting Field Superintendent R. Lessard. This was and still is the correct course of action. 

Limiting development in the Park is what’s needed at this time.  

As you may know, Canada is not immune to the biodiversity crisis gripping the planet. Our national parks 

are key anchors in our country’s protected areas network and we cannot allow them to continue to be 

degraded. We need them and other new protected areas if we are going to reverse the decline of 

biodiversity and meet our obligations under the Convention for Biological Diversity. Wildlands League 

strongly urges Hydro One to avoid Pukaskwa National Park in order to limit development within the 

Park, to demonstrate support for affirming maintenance and restoration of ecological integrity as the 

first priority for Park management, and to support the phase out of the existing transmission line so that 

the corridor and Park’s ecological integrity can be restored.  

We understand that Hydro One is committed to the communities it serves, and has been rated highly 

in Canada for its corporate citizenship, sustainability, and diversity initiatives. In order to maintain your 

reputation as a top utility in Canada for sustainability, we strongly advise you to avoid Pukaskwa 

National Park.   

Please feel free to call me if you have any questions or comments.  

Sincerely,  

 

Anna Baggio 
Director Conservation Planning 
 

Cc: Steven Mantifel, Special Manager, Community Relations, Hydro One 

Community.Relations@HydroOne.com and regulatory@HydroOne.com 
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August 21, 2018  

 

Melissa Fast 
Community Relations 
Hydro One Networks Inc.  

Re: Hydro One Lake Superior Link Transmission Project revised draft Terms of 
Reference   

 

Dear Melissa:  

This letter is written on behalf of the members of the West Loon Lake Campers 
Association (WWLCA) to convey the Association’s strong opposition to the Reference 
Route Alternative in the Dorion/Loon Lake Area proposed in the revised draft Terms of 
Reference.  

Loon Lake is a high-value recreational area with more than 200 seasonal and year round 
residential waterfront properties. The existing 230kV transmission line on the north shore 
of the lake is clearly visible from most properties. The towers and lines are both unsightly 
and take away from the beauty and natural surroundings of the Lake. Construction of a 
new transmission line in the existing transmission corridor will have a large negative 
impact on an area that provides cultural, recreational, social and economic benefit for a 
large population of residents. 

The subject Reference Route Alternative Section was previously considered by 
Nextbridge Inc. during their EA study. It was later abandoned for a more favorable 
route near the Greenwich wind farm and Escape Lake Rd corridor. This route had many 
benefits including passage through predominantly Crown land, industrial road access, 
minimal impacts on recreational and residential properties, and minimal encroachment on 
many of the sensitive speckled trout lakes in the area. This is the Reference Route being 
considered by Hydro One and it is the only route that was presented by Hydro One during 
many public consultations. 

Hydro One only recently introduced a new Reference Route Alternative Section. This was 
done without appropriate public information and consultation, and only 4 business days 
(Aug 15 – Aug 21) have been allowed for public comment. Hydro One has stated that the 
new Reference Route Alternative Section must be considered based on feedback 
received on the draft TOR from the MNRF, however documents and feedback made 
available to the public lack any rationale for the inclusion of the new route.  

 



It is the opinion of the WLLCA that Hydro One is attempting to re-establish the study of an 
inferior route with many significant and unwelcome impacts as a low-cost route option for 
the project, and clearly to the detriment of the residents Loon Lake area. As such, the 
WLLCA respectfully requests that Hydro One immediately remove this Reference Route 
Alternative Section from the draft TOR. 

 

Sincerely, 

Maggie Nattress, President 

On behalf of the West Loon Lake Campers’ Association  

 
 
 
 
 



 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision MECP Response 

Antonia Testa, Special Project Officer, EAPB 

MECP - 1 Supporting documentation is needed to 
confirm or validate any statements or 
conclusions made in the draft ToR. 

In accordance with Section 5.3.2 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is the 
ministry’s expectation that: 

Information contained in the supporting 
documentation should support Hydro 
One’s proposal by providing justification 
for the choices made, outline other 
processes or initiatives which provides the 
rationale, and details of processes or 
methods used. For example: 

• a more detailed description of the 
problem or opportunity that prompted the 
proposed study; 

• more information and details about 
studies or events that triggered the Hydro 
One’s involvement with the proposed 
study; and 

• further background information 
supporting the selection of alternatives for 
further study.  

Any supporting documentation provides 
more detailed information that will assist 
the Minister of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks and other 
persons in understanding the planning 
process that Hydro One carried out in 
order to arrive at the proposal. 

Reference to the part of the ToR which is 

Supporting documentation including 
reports, needs assessments, technical 
details and letters have been compiled 
and will be provided with the ToR and 
RoC. 

In addition to the supporting 
documentation, Section 1 of the ToR has 
been revised substantially to provide 
additional information on the background 
of the Project and the events that have 
led to the initiation of the Individual EA.  

Section 1 has been 
revised, supporting 
document package to be 
provided with ToR.  

• Appendix 2 of this revised 
draft ToR should include a 
table of contents that lists the 
supporting documents 
included in this appendix.   

• Appendix 2 should also 
include a summary of each 
supporting document upfront 
in the appendix.   The 
information contained in 
theses summaries should 
support Hydro One’s 
proposal.  For example: 
o a more detailed 

description of the 
problem or opportunity 
that prompted the 
proposed study; 

o more information and 
details about studies or 
events that triggered the 
Hydro One’s involvement 
with the proposed study; 
and 

o further background 
information supporting 
the selection of 
alternatives for further 
study   

References to the supporting 
documentation should be made 
throughout the ToR, particularly if 
referring to a document contained 
in Appendix 2.  For example, see 
comment 14, 15, 62 and 72. 
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being explained in more detail should be 
made. Likewise, the ToR should reference 
the supporting documentation. 

Supporting documentation (i.e. letters, 
assessments, reports etc.) should 
accompany the final ToR to confirm or 
validate any statements or conclusions 
made in the ToR. 

MECP – 2 No Record of Consultation was provided 
with the draft ToR for the ministry’s 
review. 

A Record of Consultation is needed to 
describe the consultation carried out 
during the preparation of the ToR and the 
results of that consultation. It will be 
considered by the Minister in making the 
decision about whether to approve the 
ToR. 

In accordance with Section 5.3.1 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is the 
ministry’s expectation that the Record of 
Consultation will: 

• Identify all persons consulted during the 
ToR preparation (personal names not 
required) and how they were identified;  

• Describe the consultation activities 
which took place (methods, schedule of 
events, notification that was given about 
the activity and materials used); 

• Describe how Indigenous communities 
were identified and how they were 
consulted; 

Information contained within the 
comment will be submitted as part of the 
RoC. 

It will include:  

• Identify all persons consulted during the 
ToR preparation (personal names not 
required) and how they were identified;  

• Describe the consultation activities 
which took place (methods, schedule of 
events, notification that was given about 
the activity and materials used); 

• Describe how Indigenous communities 
were identified and how they were 
consulted; 

• Clearly and accurately summarize the 
comments made by all interested 
persons during the preparation of the 
ToR; 

• Describe Hydro One’s response and 
how concerns were considered in the 
development of the ToR; 

• Describe any outstanding concerns; 

Record of consultation 
will be provided with the 
ToR. 

In accordance with Section 5.3.1 of 
the ministry’s Code of Practice, 
please include a section in the 
Record of Consultation that clearly 
describes any outstanding 
concerns or issues. 
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• Clearly and accurately summarize the 
comments made by all interested persons 
during the preparation of the ToR; 

• Describe Hydro One’s response and 
how concerns were considered in the 
development of the ToR; 

• Describe any outstanding concerns; 

• Include minutes of any meetings held 
with interested persons; 

• Include copies of written comments 
received from interested persons. 

It is also the ministry’s expectation that 
Hydro One will present a summary of the 
comments received and its responses to 
those comments in a table. As 
appropriate, the table should note where 
in the ToR the comment has been 
addressed. Comments from the general 
public should be arranged by type (for 
example, put all water quality comments 
together). For the Government Review 
Team and Indigenous communities, the 
comments should be organized by agency 
and community rather than by issue type. 

A Record of Consultation must 
accompany the final ToR. 

• Include minutes of any meetings held 
with interested persons; 

• Include copies of written comments 
received from interested persons. 

 

MECP - 3 No executive summary was provided in 
the draft ToR. 

Please include an executive summary at 
the beginning of the final ToR document. 

Executive summary has been provided 
with the ToR document.  

An executive summary 
was inserted at the 
beginning of the 
document (Page 2) 

No further comment. 
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MECP – 4 The ministry is no longer referred to as 
the Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change. 

All references to the ministry should be 
changed to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks. 

Government agency name change 
during draft review period has been 
recognized.  

All sections of the ToR 
that referenced previous 
agency names have 
been updated (i.e. 
MOECC has been 
changed to MECP). 

No further comment. 

MECP – 5 In accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the EA should 
attempt to examine the interrelationships 
between the undertaking and its 
alternatives with a changing climate over 
time. 

The proponent should also consider 
whether there could be environmental 
effects resulting from effects of the 
proposal combined with effects of other 
past and future undertakings. 

As such, please include a commitment in 
the ToR that specifies the EA will consider 
climate change (adaptation and 
mitigation) and cumulative effects in the 
evaluation and assessment of alternatives 
and the preferred undertaking. 

To facilitate this assessment and 
evaluation, refer to the ministry’s guide 
“Consideration of Climate Change in 
Environmental Assessment in Ontario” 
and the federal document “Cumulative 
Effects Assessment Practitioners' Guide”. 

Revise text accordingly. Please include 
this commitment in the appropriate 
corresponding sections of the ToR 
document (i.e. Section 4.5 and 7 of this 

The EA will consider climate change 
adaptation and mitigation and cumulative 
effects in the evaluation and assessment 
of alternatives and the preferred 
undertaking. 

Section 4.5 and Section 
7 changed to reflect 
commitment to climate 
change adaptation.  

No further comment. 
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draft ToR). 

MECP – 6 Section 1, Page 10 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph: 

“The first key step of the EA process is 
the preparation of a ToR” 

“Hydro One will prepare the EA in 
accordance with the framework laid out in 
the ToR document and in accordance 
with…” 

Revise text accordingly. 

Revised sections for clarity as presented.  Section 1.1 has been 
modified to provide 
additional clarity and 
information. 

Section 1, Page 11 of the revised 
draft ToR 

• To improve clarity, consider 
the following revision to the 
first paragraph: 

“… Hydro One has initiated 
the first key step in the EA 
process for the Lake Superior 
Link…” 

 

MECP – 7 Section 1.1, page 10 

What are the three separate entities (i.e. 
Ontario Power Generation, Hydro One, 
and the IESO) responsible for and/or what 
are their mandates? 

Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 

Provided additional information on the 
three separate entities. 

Section 1.1 has been 
modified to provide 
additional clarity and 
information. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 8 Section 1.1, page 10 

The three bullets points are confusing. 
Why is the bullet format used for these 
points? 

Need more context with these bullets in 
order to provide more clarity. For 
instance: 

Does the IPSP refer to the 20 year energy 

Removed bullet points. 

IPSP refers to the 20 year energy plan. 
Link between LSL, IESO and IPSP has 
been made. 

Supply mix has been defined and 
clarified. 

OEB has been defined, role clarified, and 
provided responsibility and mandate. 

Section 1.1 has been 
modified to provide 
additional clarity and 
information. 

No further comment. 
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plan? Clarify how they are related? 

Who and/or how was the government 
given discretion to determine further 
supply mix? What does “supply mix” 
mean? 

Define the term OEB. What is their 
responsibility and/or mandate? How do 
they fit into the overall project/process? 

Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 

MECP – 9 Section 1.1, page 11 

Provide more information on the IPSP 
and/or 20 year energy plan (2007). What 
was its focus, goals, targets etc.? 

Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 

Information on IPSP focus and goals 
provided.  

Section 1.1 has been 
modified to provide 
additional clarity and 
information. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 10 Section 1.1, page 11 

What does the Framework for 
Transmission Project Development Plans 
discuss in regards to the development 
and/or planning of transmission projects? 

Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 

Expanded on FTPDP. Section 1.1 has been 
modified to provide 
additional clarity and 
information. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 11 Section 1.2, page 11 

Please clarify what activities/processes 
have been completed regarding upgrades 

A discussion around the modifications 
and upgrades to existing Transformer 
stations has been added to a new 

Section 4.2.8 has been 
created to discuss 
transformer station 

Section 4.2.8, page 37-38, of the 
revised draft ToR 

• To improve clarity and flow, 
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to the associated transformer station 
infrastructure. 

Why were these upgrades not included as 
part of this environmental assessment 
project? 

The discussion regarding the upgrades to 
the associated transformer station 
infrastructure should be provided in 
Section 4 of this ToR document. 

Revise text accordingly. Please include a 
description of the work done regarding the 
transmission stations and justification and 
rationale for conducting this work 
independently of this environmental 
assessment project. 

Section under Section 4.2.8.  expansions.  consider separating the 
discussion for each TS into 
separate paragraphs.  For 
instance, a paragraph that 
only discusses the EA 
triggers and the project status 
for the Marathon TS, followed 
by another paragraph that 
discusses the Wawa TS etc. 
 

• The Class EA projects are 
considered approved if they 
have successfully followed 
the planning process in the 
approved parent Class EA 
document and no Part II 
Order requests were 
received.  As such, it is the 
subsequent permits and 
approvals that will not be 
issued until a decision on the 
EWT EA.  Since this permit 
discussion does not pertain to 
the Class EA process, it does 
not need to be included in the 
ToR.  Please remove the 
following statement: 
 
“These TS expansions are 
reliant upon the approval of 
the transmission line, and it is 
expected that a Minister’s 
decision will be withheld until 
such a time as a decision is 
made on the East-West Tie 
Corridor Expansion Individual 
EAs.” 
 

• However, it would be 
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informative to include a list of 
the subsequent permits and 
approvals needed for the TS 
projects. 

MECP – 12 Section 1.2, general 

Please avoid any direct references to 
NextBridge or the NextBridge EA project. 
If necessary, NextBridge should be 
referred to as the “designated electricity 
transmitter”. 

Please avoid direct comparisons to the 
NextBridge EA project. For example: “as 
compared to the NextBridge proposal… 
Lake Superior Link project… has a lower 
estimated cost, a smaller environmental 
footprint…” 

Also avoid any subjective comments 
regarding the NextBridge EA project. For 
instance: “In response to the concerns… 
Hydro One is proposing its East-West Tie 
Line project, called “Lake Superior Link”, 
to protect the interests of the public and 
ratepayers.” 

Revise text accordingly. Please remove 
references to NextBridge or the 
NextBridge EA project. Please remove 
any comparisons or subjective comments 
regarding the NextBridge EA project. 

NextBridge references and subjective 
comments have been removed. 
NextBridge has been replaced with 
‘designated electricity transmitter.’ 

 

Section 1.2 has been 
modified to remove 
NextBridge references.  

Section 1.2, page 14 (third 
paragraph) of this revised draft 
ToR: 

• Please avoid detailed 
references to the NextBridge 
EA project. 
o The discussion regarding 

project costs should be 
presented at a high level, 
without specific details.  
State in general terms 
that there were concerns 
with the scale of cost 
increases. 

o Specific numbers/figures 
and quotes are not 
necessary.  It is 
recommended these 
references be removed.    
Those who are interested 
can obtain these specific 
details in Appendix 2.  

• Why is this discussion 
regarding project cost 
relevant?  Was it the catalyst 
for an updated needs 
assessment which further 
justifies the need for the 
project?  This is not clearly 
articulated. 

MECP – 13 Section 1.2, general Information on the existing EWT has Section 1.2 has been 
modified to provide 

No further comment. 
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Provide more information on the 
current/existing East-West Tie 
transmission corridor. What does it 
currently consist of? How old is the 
infrastructure? etc. 

Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 

been added.  information on the 
existing EWT. 

MECP – 14 Section 1.2, general 

A better summary of the past provincial 
analysis and decision regarding the need 
and/or justification for the project is 
required. 

The description of the historical events 
related to the proposed expansion of the 
East-West Tie corridor is confusing and 
too vague. This information should be 
presented in a clear and comprehensive 
chronological summary of events. 

More information, detail and context are 
needed in order to fully understand and to 
justify the need for the project. For 
instance, provide more detail and context 
regarding the LTEP. What is the LTEP? 
Why was it updated? What is its focus, 
goals, key elements etc.? 

Also, provide more information for each of 
the bullet points on page 12. For instance, 
for bullet number 2, what does it mean to 
be the “designated electricity transmitter”? 
How does OEB decide who is designated 
and who is not? Can more than one 
proponent be designated? 

A more fulsome summary of the past 
provincial analysis and decision 
regarding the need and/or justification for 
the project has been provided.  

Chronology and additional information for 
the decision making and background part 
of the Project has been added. More 
information on the LTEP is found 
throughout Section 1. 

More information in the bullet point 
summary is found in the preceding 
paragraphs.  

East-West Tie has been renamed to the 
expansion of the East-West Tie corridor 
where prudent. 

Section 1.2 has been 
modified to provide 
additional clarity and 
information. 

Section 1.2, page 12-15 of the 
revised draft ToR: 

• To improve clarity and flow, 
this section should also 
include references to 
Appendix 2 after a supporting 
document is first introduced 
so that those who are 
interested in obtaining more 
information can find specific 
supporting documents easily 
and efficiently.  
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Lastly referring to a summary of the “East- 
West Tie project” is confusing because 
there is currently another EA project with 
the same name. It would be better to 
frame it as the summary of the proposed 
expansion of the East-West Tie corridor. 

Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 

Please provide supporting documentation 
to confirm and validate the information 
provided in the bullet points (See 
Comment #1). 

Supporting documentation (i.e. letters, 
assessment, reports etc.) should establish 
the need for: 

• Electricity transmission. For instance, 
summarize documents that established 
the need specifically in northern Ontario 

• The project. For instance, summarize in 
detail the analysis and reporting that has 
been undertaken (to date) regarding the 
need for the project in northern Ontario. 

MECP – 15 Section 1.4, general 

This section must clearly state what the 
purpose is for the study and for the 
undertaking. 

What does Hydro One wish to achieve by 
engaging in the environmental 
assessment process? Why does Hydro 
One need to do this particular 
undertaking? What is the particular 

Additional clarity for the purpose of the 
study and undertaking has been added, 
including referencing supporting 
documentation for the need for the 
project.  

Section 1.4 has been 
modified to provide 
additional clarity and 
information. 

Section 1.4, page 15 of the revised 
draft ToR: 

• To improve clarity, consider 
the following revision to the 
first paragraph: 

“The purpose of the EA study 
is to determine the 
preferred undertaking and 
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problem to be solved or alleviated? What 
is the opportunity which is to be pursued? 

If the need for the project has been 
satisfied and established by a defined 
planning process, then that needs to be 
clearly presented in the ToR and the 
associated supporting documentation 
must be provided (See Comments #1 and 
#14). 

Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
supporting documentation to confirm and 
validate the information provided (See 
Comment #1 and #14). 

to assess the natural…” 

MECP – 16 Section 1.5, general 

To improve clarity and flow of the ToR 
document, the following organizational 
changes to the ToR document are 
recommended: “Taken together, The ToR 
document is organized into the following 
sections of the ToR are intended in order 
to satisfy the requirements under Section 
6(2)(c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act: 

• Regulatory Framework for the 
Project (Section 2) 

• Overview of the EA Process and 
Approval Requirements for the Project 
Indication of how the EA will be Prepared 
(Section 3) 

• Description of the Undertaking and 
Evaluation of Alternative Methods 
(Section 4) 

The sections have been renamed and 
reorganized.  

Section 1.5 modified to 
incorporate new ToR 
structure and title names.  

No further comment. 
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• Consultation (Section 5) 

• Existing Environmental Conditions in the 
Study Area (Section 5) 

• Identification and Evaluation of 
Alternative Methods (Section 6) 

• Potential Environmental Effects 
Evaluation Assessment and Mitigation 
Measures (Section 7) 

• Commitments and Monitoring (Section 
8) 

• Consultation (Section 9)” 

Revise ToR document accordingly. 

MECP – 17 Section 2, general 

To improve clarity and flow of this section 
of ToR document, it is recommended this 
section be organized first by a discussion 
of the provincial regulatory framework, 
and then followed by the discussion of the 
federal regulatory framework. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

Provincial and Federal regulatory 
framework headings have been created 
with specific regulatory subheadings.  

Section 2 has been 
reorganized to 
incorporate federal and 
provincial headings.  

No further comment. 

MECP – 18 Section 2, page 15 

The first paragraph of this section 
discusses other permits and approval 
activities and applications. To improve 
clarity and flow of the ToR document, it is 
recommended this paragraph be moved 
to Section 2.6 which discusses other 
relevant provincial legislation, permits and 

Section discussing other permits has 
been moved and the suggested revisions 
have been incorporated into the 
document.  

Section 2 has been 
modified with some text 
moved to Section 2.1.5 
(old Section 2.6).  

No further comment. 
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policies. 

The first paragraph refers to the 
construction phase; however it is 
suggested to keep the discussion of other 
permits and approval activities more 
general. 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph: 

“Hydro One will identify all necessary 
approvals that may be required during 
project planning and construction. Where 
practical appropriate, Hydro One will 
begin preparation of construction-related 
applications initiate other permit and 
approval activities and applications 
concurrent with the EA process. It will be 
necessary to initiate some permit and 
approval activities or applications during 
the EA process including any required 
consultation activities with members of the 
public, municipalities, agencies, and 
Indigenous communities and groups. It 
should be noted that some other permits 
and approvals for construction typically 
rely on more detailed engineering and 
design information than is available during 
the EA process. In this event, Hydro One 
will carry out required studies necessary 
to support those approvals prior to start of 
construction, following the completion of 
the EA. The following sections outline the 
framework for regulatory approvals in 
Ontario for electricity transmission 
projects and how they apply to the 
Project.” 
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Revise this section and text accordingly. 

MECP – 19 Section 2.1, page 15 

Please specify that this undertaking is a 
Category C project under the Electricity 
Regulation (O.Reg 116). 

Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
additional information on how the project 
is captured under O.Reg 116. 

Specified that Lake Superior Link is a 
Category C project under the Electricity 
Regulation. Additional information of 
O.Reg. 116/01 has been added.  

Section 2.1 has been 
revised to include 
Category C designation.  

No further comment. 

MECP – 20 Section 2.1, page 15 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the third paragraph of Section 
2.1: 

“Hydro One is required to complete and 
submit a ToR to the MOECC for review 
and approval as illustrated on Figure 2. 
The purpose of the ToR is to provide the 
overall study framework for the planning 
and decision making process that will be 
followed during the EA…” 

Revise text accordingly. 

Text has been revised according to 
comment. 

Section 2.1 revised with 
updated text. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 21 Section 2.1, page 17 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph on this 
page: 

“Should the ToR be approved by the 
Minister of the Environment of Climate 
Change Conservation and Parks, it will be 
used by Hydro One to guide the 
completion of the EA to ensure that it 
meets the intent fulfills the requirements 

The ToR will be submitted for reviewed 
and approved by the Minister of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks. If 
approved, the ToR will then be used by 
Hydro One to direct the EA process to 
fulfill the requirements of the EA Act and 
other regulatory requirements. The 
resulting EA process will be then 
documented in an EA Report to be 
submitted to the MECP for review and 
approval.  

Section 2.1.1 modified to 
reflect text changes.  

Section 2.1.1, page 20 of the 
revised draft ToR: 

• To improve clarity, consider 
the following revision to the 
first paragraph: 

“The ToR will be submitted 
for reviewed and approvaled 
by the Minister…” 
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of the EA Act and any other applicable 
requirements. The results of the EA 
process will then be documented in an EA 
Report to be submitted to the MOECC 
MECP for review and approval. 

There are two key documentation 
requirements for the an application for 
approval to proceed with an undertaking 
under subsection 5(1) of the EA Act: 

• the development, submission, review 
and approval of the ToR; and, 

• the preparation, submission, review and 
approval of the EA document in 
accordance with the framework set out in 
the MOECC MECP approved ToR.” 

Suggested text modifications have been 
implemented. 

MECP – 22 Section 2.1, page 17 

Table 1 and its preceding paragraph 
proposes how the EA will be prepared. To 
improve clarity and flow of the ToR 
document, it would be more appropriate 
for this information to be moved to Section 
3.0 of this ToR document. 

Revise ToR document accordingly. 

Table 1 moved to section 3 of the ToR. Table 1 (now Table 3) 
moved to section 3 of the 
ToR. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 23 Section 2.1, page 17 

More information and detail is required to 
support the “reason for proceeding with 
this undertaking has been established by 
the IESO…” 

See Comment #14. 

More information has been documented 
in Section 1 to support the IESO 
determination of need for the project.  

Text has been moved to 
Section 3 as per 
Comment 22 (previously 
Section 2.1). 

No further comment. 
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MECP – 24 Section 2.1, page 17 

Please provide further information on 
“focusing of the EA”. Define the term 
“focusing”. What does it mean to focus the 
EA? What general requirements will not 
be addressed in the EA? etc. 

Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
additional information in Section 3.0 of 
this ToR document. 

More information has been provided to 
support the ‘focusing’ of the EA IESO 
determination of need for the project. 

Section 3 has been 
modified (previously 
Section 2.1).  

Section 2.1.1, page 28-29 of the 
revised draft ToR: 

• To improve clarity and flow, 
consider the following 
revision to the last paragraph: 

“…are not fully fleshed out. 
Proponents will submit an 
EA under subsection 6(2)(c) 
and 6.1(3) of the EA Act if 
there is a more defined 
planning process and more 
details of the project are 
already known.  This is 
generally referred to as a 
‘focused EA’.  The reason 
for proceeding with this 
undertaking has been 
established… The focused 
EA will meet the 
requirements of subsection 
6.1(2) and will not assess 
‘alternatives to’ and not 
reexamine the ‘purpose of the 
undertaking’ but will include a 
‘Do Nothing’ alternative.” 

MECP – 25 Section 2.1, Table 1, page 17 

Please correct references to “Section 0”. 

Revise Table accordingly. 

Section references have been corrected.  Table 1 (now Table 3) 
has been modified 
accordingly. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 26 Section 2.1, Table 1, page 17, row 2 

In order to provide flexibility to 
accommodate new circumstances, 
consider the following revision: 

Suggested revision has been 
implemented. 

Table 1 (now Table 3) 
has been modified 
accordingly. 

No further comment. 



 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision MECP Response 

“ii) The EA will evaluate and assess two 
alternative reference routes alternative 
methods of carrying out the undertaking”. 

Revise Table accordingly. 

MECP – 27 Section 2.1, Table 1, page 17, row 2 

In accordance with Section 5.2.5 of the 
Code of Practice, the “Do Nothing” 
alternative should always be considered. 
It acts as a starting point for the 
comparison of alternatives. 

See Comment #42. Revise Table 
accordingly. 

‘Do Nothing’ alternative will be evaluated.  Table 1 (now Table 3) 
has been modified 
accordingly. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 28 Section 2.1, Table 1, page 18, row 1, 
column 1 

Alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking should be included in the 
“description of…” 

Revise Table accordingly. 

Description of is a copied heading from 
the EA Act. Assessing alternative 
methods of carrying out the undertaking 
has been added to Table 3. 

Table 3 has been 
modified.  

There seems to be some 
confusion regarding the row and 
column references in my original 
comments.  As such, to improve 
clarity and flow, please revise 
Table 3 of the revised draft ToR 
accordingly: 

• page 29, row 1, column 3: 
 
“The EA will describe the 
purpose of the undertaking 
and alternative methods of 
carrying out the undertaking.” 
 

• Page 30, row 1, column 1: 

“(iii) the actions necessary or 
that may reasonably be 
expected to prevent, change, 
mitigate or remedy the effects 
upon or the effects that might 
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reasonably be expected upon 
the environment by the 
undertaking and the 
alternative methods of 
carrying out the 
undertaking” 

MECP – 29 Section 2.1, Table 1, page 18, row 2 

Alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking should be included in “an 
evaluation of advantages and 
disadvantages…” 

Revise Table accordingly 

Alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking will be assessed in an 
evaluation of advantages and 
disadvantages. 

Table 3 has been 
modified. 

There seems to be some 
confusion regarding the row and 
column references in my original 
comments.  As such, to improve 
clarity and flow, please revise 
Table 3 of the revised draft ToR 
accordingly: 

• Page 30, row 2, column 1: 

“(d) an evaluation of the 
advantages and 
disadvantages to the 
environment of the 
undertaking and the 
alternative methods of 
carrying out the 
undertaking” 

• Page 30, row 2, column 3: 

“The EA will provide an 
evaluation of the advantages 
and disadvantages to the 
environment of the 
undertaking and the 
alternative methods of 
carrying out the 
undertaking” 

MECP – 30 Section 2.3 Added information on OEB consultation. Change made in section No further comment. 
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Are there any opportunities for public 
and/or Indigenous consultation? If so, 
please describe. 

Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information (if any) in this 
section of the ToR. 

2.1.3 (old Section 2.3). 

MECP – 31 Section 2.4 

What is meant by “the fee simple 
interest…” in the statement “Property 
Owners will be offered the choice of 
Hydro One acquiring either an easement 
or the fee simple interest in the lands 
required for the Project.”? 

Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information in this section of 
the ToR. 

Fee simple interest is ownership of the 
land and any improvements to the land in 
perpetuity. This has been clarified in the 
text.  

Section 2.1.4 has been 
modified to provide clarity 
on fee simple interest.  

No further comment. 

MECP – 32 Section 2.5, page 21 

In order to clearly demonstrate that this 
undertaking is not a “designated project” 
under federal regulation, please provide 
further information on the requirements 
outlined in the federal regulation 
designating physical activities. 

Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information in this section of 
the ToR. 

Federal regulators provided further 
comments on Project designation and 
federal regulation and revisions have 
added clarity to the section. 

Section 2.2 has been 
revised with additional 
information from federal 
regulators.  

No further comment. 

MECP – 33 Section 2.5, page 21 

Please include the November 27, 2017 
letter from Parks Canada in your Record 
of Consultation.  

Letter will be included with record of 
consultation.  

Record of Consultation 
will include Parks 
Canada letter.  

No further comment. 
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Please provide the additional information 
as part of the Record of Consultation (See 
Comment 2). 

MECP – 34 Section 2.5, general 

Provide more information regarding 
Section 67 of the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (i.e. what does it state, 
what requirements does it outline etc.). 
Also, for improved clarity and flow, it is 
recommended a subheading be included 
for the discussion regarding Section 67. 

Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information in this section of 
the ToR. 

Subheading for Section 67 added. 
Additional information on Section 67 has 
been added to the Section 67 section.  

Section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 
have been modified to 
incorporate additional 
information.  

No further comment. 

MECP – 35 Section 2.5, general 

What consultation has been conducted to 
date with ISC, CEAA and other federal 
authorities? 

Please provide the additional information 
as part of the Record of Consultation (See 
Comment 2). 

Consultation with Federal authorities has 
been documented in the Record of 
Consultation.  

No change required. No further comment. 

MECP – 36 Section 2.6, general 

To improve clarity and flow, it is 
suggested to organize the permits and/or 
approvals listed according to the 
responsible Ministry. Consider using a 
table format. 

Revise text accordingly. 

Table format has been added.  Table 1 has been added.  No further comment. 

MECP – 37 Section 2.6, general A statement similar to Comment 39 was Statement added in No further comment. 
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Include a statement at the end of this 
section that states: 

• This is a preliminary list 

• This list is subject to change as the 
project is further developed and refined 

• A final list will be outlined the EA 
document. 

Use similar wording as the last paragraph 
in Section 2.7 of this ToR document (See 
Comment #39). 

Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information in this section of 
the ToR. 

provided at the end of this section. Section 2.2.5. 

MECP – 38 Section 2.7, general 

To improve clarity and flow, it is 
suggested to organize the permits and/or 
approvals listed according to the 
responsible federal agency. Consider 
using a table format. 

Revise text accordingly. 

Federal approvals and permits have 
been listed in a table format.  

Table 2 has been created 
in Section 2.2.5. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 39 Section 2.7, page 23 

To improve clarity and flow, consider the 
following revision to the third paragraph of 
Section 2.1: 

“Section 2.0 provided a preliminary list of 
other federal permits and approvals that 
may be necessary for the Project. This list 
is subject to change as the Project is 
further developed and refined. All federal 

Statement has outlined adaptability and 
flexibility of permits and approvals for 
both provincial and federal authorities.  

Statements have been 
added to Section 2.1.5 
and 2.2.5. 

No further comment. 
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permits and approvals that are necessary 
for the Project to proceed will be outlined 
in the EA document. It may not be 
practicable to complete all required 
surveys in relation to other approvals prior 
to submission of the EA document, but 
Hydro One will commit to continue and 
complete all information collection prior to 
construction following the completion of 
the EA.”.  

Revise text accordingly. 

MECP – 40 Section 3, page 24 

Need to provide more information and 
detail to support your statement: “Based 
on the previously conducted needs 
assessment and the prioritization of the 
project from regulatory bodies, a more 
focused approach to the EA will be 
utilized.” 

Please provide supporting documentation 
to confirm and validate the statement 
“Based on the previously conducted 
needs assessment and the prioritization of 
the project…” (See Comment #1 and 
#14). 

Please incorporate the discussion from 
Section 2.1 on “focusing” and Table 1 into 
this section of the ToR document (See 
Comment #24). 

Revise the ToR document and text 
accordingly. 

Information for the needs assessment 
has been added to Section 1 and a 
sentence directing the reader there has 
been added. 

Rearrangement of sections has been 
completed as directed.  

 

Discussion from previous 
Section 2.1 on focusing 
and Table 1 (now Table 
3) has been moved to 
Section 3.0. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 41 Section 3, page 24, bullet 1 Bullet revised. Section 3.0 has been No further comment. 
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To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 

“a description of the Project and the 
purpose of the Project based on the 
recommendations and decisions of the” 
IESO and the government; 

Revise text accordingly. 

revised. 

MECP – 42 Section 3, page 24, bullet 3 

In accordance with section 5.2.5 of the 
Code of Practice, the “Do Nothing” 
alternative should be considered. 

Please be advised that the “Do Nothing” 
alternative represents what is expected to 
happen if the problem or opportunity that 
prompted the EA process is not 
addressed. The “Do Nothing” alternative 
represents what is expected to happen if 
none of the alternatives being considered 
during the EA process are carried out. It 
represents the benchmark against which 
the advantages and disadvantages of the 
alternatives being considered can be 
measured and compared. 

The “Do Nothing” alternative is not 
intended to be considered as a 
reasonable way in which the problem or 
opportunity that prompted the initiation of 
EA process can be addressed. 

It is the ministry’s expectation that during 
the EA process proponents will consider a 
reasonable range of alternatives, which 
will be assessed against the “Do Nothing” 

The bullet has been revised to include a 
‘Do Nothing’ alternative.  

Section 3.0 has been 
revised.  

No further comment. 
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alternative. 

Revise text accordingly. 

MECP – 43 Section 3, page 24, bullet 4 

Incorrect reference to alternative 
methods. Statement should refer to 
alternatives to. 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 

“the EA will not include a description and 
rationale of alternatives to methods of 
carrying out the Project as it has already 
been extensively studied by the OPA and 
IESO regulator and the preferred 
alternative to has already been identified. 
However, the EA will include a description 
of and statement of rationale for the 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking such as identified reference 
route and reference route alternative will 
be considered for the Project as well as 
route alignment, design considerations 
and local refinements;” 

Revise text accordingly. 

The text has been modified as 
presented. 

Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 

Section 3, page 27 of the revised 
draft ToR: 

• To improve clarity, consider 
the following revision to the 
forth bullet point: 

“the EA will not include a 
description and rationale of 
alternatives to as it has 
already been extensively 
studied by the OPA and IESO 
and the preferred alternative 
to has already been 
identified…” 

MECP – 44 Section 3, page 24, bullet 5 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: “a description of the environment 
that will be affected, or might reasonably 
be expected to affected directly or 
indirectly by the Project and the 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking routes considered;” 

The text has been modified as 
presented. 

Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 

No further comment. 
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Revise text accordingly. 

MECP – 45 Section 3, page 24, bullet 6 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 

“an description evaluation of the 
advantages and disadvantages that will 
be caused or might reasonably be 
expected to be caused to the environment 
as a result of the Project, and the 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
Project;” 

Revise text accordingly. 

The text has been modified as 
presented. 

Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 46 Section 3, page 24, bullet 7 

To improve clarity and flow, this bullet 
point should come after bullet point 5. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

Bullet moved to bullet position 6. Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 47 Section 3, page 24, bullet 8 

This statement is repetitive. It is already 
captured in in bullet point 6. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

Bullet deleted due to repetition. Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 48 Section 3, page 24, bullet 8 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 

“description and documentation of the 
public, agency and stakeholder 
consultations and Indigenous 
communities and groups engagement and 

Revised bullet point to further clarify.  

“description and documentation of the 
public, agency, stakeholder, and 
Indigenous communities and groups 
engagement and consultation 
undertaken during the EA process”. 

Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 

No further comment. 
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consultation undertaken during the EA 
process”.  

Revise text accordingly. 

MECP – 49 Section 3, page 24, bullet 9 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 

“pre- and post- development 
environmental monitoring plans, follow-up 
programs, and commitments (as 
necessary); and, 

Revise text accordingly. 

Text modified as presented. Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 50 Section 3, page 24, bullet 10 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: 

“supporting documents, maps, etc., or any 
other documents as required under the 
EA Act and its regulations, such as 
Ontario Regulation 334. 

Revise text accordingly. 

Text modified and further clarified:  

“supporting documents, maps, or any 
other documents as required under the 
EA Act and its regulations, such as O. 
Reg. 334.” 

Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 51 Section 3, page 24 

This list should include a commitment that 
the EA will include a description of the 
effects that will be caused or that might 
reasonably be expected to be caused to 
the environment. Should follow bullet 
point 5. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

Bullet added after point 5. Section 3.0 has been 
revised. 

No further comment. 
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MECP – 52 Section 3.1, general 

To improve clarity and flow, it is 
recommended this subsection be moved 
to the end of Section 3. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

Section 3.1 has been incorporated into 
Section 3.  

Section 3.0 has been 
revised.  

Section 3, page 31 of the revised 
draft ToR: 

• The first paragraph on this 
page should have been kept 
as its own separate 
subsection at the end of 
Section 3 (i.e. Section 3.2 
Flexibility to Accommodate 
New Circumstances).  Please 
revise the ToR document 
accordingly.    

MECP – 53 Section 3.1, page 25 

In accordance with Section 5.2.10 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, it is important 
that flexibility be incorporated when 
preparing the ToR document. However, 
flexibility is not to allow proponent to 
completely change the scope of their 
study at the EA stage. As such, consider 
the following revision: 

“…To address these potential changes, 
there is a requirement for flexibility within 
the ToR document to lay out a framework 
for a successful EA submission and 
subsequent construction and operational 
phases. Project design updates, study 
area refinements changes, novel 
information, and implementation of input 
from the consultation process are 
examples of new circumstances arising 
during a project lifecycle. These degrees 
of Flexibility allow proponents reasonable 
measures to address unforeseen 
circumstances but still maintain regulatory 
compliance throughout the project phases 

Text modified as presented. Section 3.0 has merged 
Section 3.1 with the 
recommended 
modifications.  

No further comment. 
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without starting the ToR and EA process 
anew. Some of these changes are likely 
to be minor and have limited 
consequences while others may be more 
significant and require consultation with a 
number of stakeholders and agencies. 
Hydro One has prepared this ToR with the 
most complete state of knowledge at the 
time of its preparation but acknowledges 
the Project may need to adapt to new 
circumstances. If significant changes to 
the project are being considered, Hydro 
One will consult with the MECP to 
determine if the proposed changes can be 
accommodated with the framework of the 
ToR. ” 

Revise text accordingly. 

MECP – 54 Section 3.2, general 

When referencing the Code of Practice, 
specify which section(s) of the Code of 
Practice is being referenced. 

Revise the text accordingly 

Added Section 4.3 reference to Code of 
Practice. 

Section 3.1 section 
reference has been 
added.  

No further comment. 

MECP – 55 Section 3.2, page 25 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first paragraph: 

“The EA will be prepared in accordance 
consistent with the requirements on the 
EA Act described in Section 2.1 and in 
accordance with the MECP’s Code 
Practice on Preparing and Reviewing 
Environmental Assessments in Ontario” 

Text modified as presented. Section 3.1 has been 
modified.  

No further comment. 
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Revise text accordingly. 

MECP – 56 Section 3.2, page 26 

Please explain the term “reference 
reports”. Are they detailed technical 
studies completed in support of the EA? 

Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 

Reference reports are detailed technical 
studies completed in support of the EA. 
This language has been clarified and a 
reference to Section 4.3 of the Code of 
Practice has been added.  

 

Section 3.1 has been 
modified.  

No further comment. 

MECP – 57 Section 4, general 

This section provides a description of the 
undertaking and an evaluation of 
alternative methods. Both these 
components are important requirements 
of the EA process. As such, to improve 
clarity and flow of the ToR document, it 
would be more appropriate for this 
components to be separated into two 
separate sections: 

• Section 4 – “Description of the 
Undertaking”. This section includes 
Subsections 4.1, 4.6 & 4.7. 

• Section 5 – “Identification and Evaluation 
of Alternatives”. This section includes 
subsection 4.2 to 4.5. It should begin with 
a brief general summary explaining the 
two different types of alternatives the 
Environmental Assessment Act requires 
proponents to assess (i.e. ‘alternatives to’ 
and ‘alternative methods’ of carrying out 
an undertaking). 

Revise ToR document accordingly. 

Comment #16 has placed Identification 
and Evaluation of Alternative Methods as 
Section 6. Otherwise, sections have 
been split out accordingly.  

Alternative methods vs. alternatives to 
have been further clarified. 

Sections 4 and 6 have 
been split out. 

No further comment. 
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MECP – 58 Section 4, general 

Please clarify that this section provides a 
general description of the undertaking. 
Include a commitment that a more 
detailed description of the undertaking will 
be provided in the EA. This description 
should be sufficiently detailed to enable 
the identification an assessment of 
potential effects for all phases of the 
project. 

Revise text accordingly. 

Text has been revised with the following: 
“This section provides a general 
description of the undertaking. A more 
detailed description of the undertaking 
will be provided in the EA. The 
description within the EA will be 
sufficiently detailed to enable the 
identification and assessment of potential 
effects for all phases of the project.” 

 

Section 4.0 has been 
revised.  

No further comment. 

MECP – 59 Section 4.1, general 

Please clearly define the geographical 
boundaries of the study area. In 
accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the 
boundaries should adequately represent 
the geographical area within which the 
potential environmental effects of the 
alternatives being considered and the 
proposed undertaking are likely to occur 
and will be studied. 

Interested government agencies, 
Indigenous communities and members of 
the public rely upon the description of 
study area to determine whether the 
proposed undertaking and its alternatives 
may impact their respective jurisdictional 
mandate, Indigenous rights or interests. It 
is therefore important to explain how the 
boundaries of the study area were 
determined. 

In addition, please include a commitment 

Comment 57 has placed Section 4.1 
after Section 4, which includes the Study 
Area. This section is prior to the 
description of the existing environment 
and will remain in place.  

PSA, LSA and RSA have been defined 
and clarification on updating the study 
areas was added as an EA commitment. 

Section 4.1 has been 
revised with further 
information.  

Section 4.1, page 33 of the revised 
draft ToR: 

• In accordance with Section 
5.2.6 of the ministry’s Code of 
Practice, before the existing 
environment is described, a 
study area must be defined.  
As such, it would be more 
appropriate to move 
subsection 4.1 to Section 5 of 
this revised draft ToR (i.e. as 
its own subsection before 
subsection 5.1 on page 41).  
Please revise the ToR 
document accordingly. 
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that a more detailed description of the 
study area and how the boundaries of the 
study area were determined will be 
provided in the EA. 

Also, in accordance with Section 5.2.6 of 
the ministry’s Code of Practice, before the 
existing environment is described, a study 
area must be defined. As such, it would 
be more appropriate to move this section 
to Section 6 of this ToR document. 

Revise text and ToR document 
accordingly. Please provide the additional 
information in this section of the ToR. 

MECP – 60 Section 4.1, general 

Hydro One specifies that information from 
NextBridge’s EA document will be used to 
supplement the Lake Superior Link EA. 
The ministry would like to emphasize that 
as outlined in our November 14, 2017 
letter to Hydro One and reiterated in 
correspondence from March 16, 2018 and 
April 10, 2018; Hydro One's proposed 
Lake Superior Link Transmission Project 
is considered a new undertaking for the 
purpose of the Environmental 
Assessment Act. As such, Hydro One is 
required to complete the requirements of 
the Environmental Assessment Act 
including preparing technical studies for 
analysis and evaluation and consultation 
requirements. This information must be 
completed and submitted as part of the 
Lake Superior Link EA. 

Revise text accordingly. Please remove 

Reference to NextBridge has been 
removed. Clarification on assessment of 
areas previously studied has been made.  

Section 4.1 updated to 
remove reference to 
NextBridge and 
clarification on scope of 
studies.  

No further comment. 
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references to NextBridge or the 
NextBridge EA project. See Comment 
#12. 

MECP – 61 Section 4.2, general 

This section discusses alternatives to the 
project and therefore should be renamed 
“Alternatives To”. 

Revise heading accordingly. 

Heading has been modified to 
‘Alternatives To’. 

Section 6.1 has been 
revised. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 62 Section 4.2, general 

This subsection states that an extensive 
‘alternatives to’ assessment (i.e. local 
generation and other transmission 
solutions etc.) had been previously 
performed by OPA and IESO, and the 
proposed expansion to the East West Tie 
corridor was identified as the preferred 
option. 

Although Hydro One is proposing to 
prepare a focused EA, a detailed 
summary of the assessment conducted by 
OPA and IESO should be presented in 
the ToR document. The ToR should 
include some analysis of ‘alternatives to’ 
to provide the necessary justification and 
rationale for why the expansion of the 
current East West Tie corridor is the 
preferred option. This information should 
also be confirmed and validated by 
providing supporting documentation. 

Revise this section accordingly. Please 
provide a detailed summary and analysis 
of the ‘alternatives to’ assessment 

Added reference to Section 1 which 
further outlines the IESO/OPA process to 
determine the scope and need of the 
Project. Supporting information is also 
available in an information packet.  

Section 6.1 modified to 
include reference to other 
Section 1.  

Section 6.1, page 68, of the 
revised draft ToR: 

• A detailed summary of the 
analysis conducted through 
OPA and IESO planning 
processes should be 
presented in the ToR 
document.  

• The ToR should include a 
summary of the analysis of 
‘alternatives to’ (i.e. what 
options were considered, 
what were the conclusions? 
etc.) 

• This section should also 
include references to 
Appendix 2 so that those who 
are interested in obtaining 
more information can find 
specific supporting 
documents easily and 
efficiently.  
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conducted through OPA and IESO 
planning processes. Include any further 
details as supporting documentation. 

MECP – 63 Section 4.2, page 27 

A reference to “East-West Tie project” is 
confusing because there is currently 
another EA project with the same name. It 
would be better to frame it as the 
summary of the proposed expansion of 
the East-West Tie corridor. To improve 
clarity, consider the following revision: 

“The expansion of the East-West tie 
project corridor has been identified by the 
Ministry of Energy, the OEB and the IESO 
as a priority project, as per an Order-in-
Council issued by the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council on March 4, 2016. As 
such, this ToR proposes and will utilize a 
focused EA will be prepared method. 

The following text has been modified: 

“The East-West Tie Corridor Expansion 
project has been identified by the 
Ministry of Energy, the OEB and the 
IESO as a priority project, as per an 
Order-in-Council issued by the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council on March 
4, 2016. As such, this ToR proposes a 
focused EA will be prepared. “ 

Section 6.1 has been 
modified with updated 
text.  

No further comment. 

MECP – 64 Section 4.2, page 28 

This paragraph is very confusing. At some 
points, it is unclear whether you are 
referring to alternatives to or alternative 
methods. To improve clarity, consider the 
following revision: 

“Under In accordance with subsections 
6(2) (c) and 6.1(3) of the EA Act, a 
focused EA will be prepared. The 
assessment of alternatives to the 
undertaking and approach will take into 
account the IESO and OPA planning 
processes recommendations. As such, 
the need and method for the goals of the 

Alternative Methods have been moved to 
Section 6.3. The proposed text 
modifications have been implemented. 

Section 6.1 modified, 
moved alternative 
methods to Section 6.3. 

No further comment. 
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project have has been clearly identified 
and the ToR EA will not contain an 
assessment of alternatives to the 
undertaking. 

It is also recommended that any 
discussion of alternative methods of 
carrying out the undertaking be moved to 
Section 4.4. 

Revise this section accordingly 

MECP – 65 Section 4.3 

In accordance with Section 5.2.5 of the 
Code of Practice, the “Do Nothing” 
alternative should always be considered. 
It acts as a starting point for the 
comparison of alternatives. 

See Comment #42. Revise this section 
accordingly. 

The Do Nothing alternative will be 
considered. Text has been revised to 
reflect this approach. 

Section 6.2 has been 
modified to include a Do 
Nothing alternative.  

No further comment. 

MECP – 66 Section 4.4, general 

This section discusses alternatives 
methods of carrying out the undertaking 
and therefore should be renamed 
“Alternatives Methods of Carrying out the 
Undertaking” 

As such, there needs to be a clear 
statement at the beginning of this section 
listing the alternative methods of carrying 
out the undertaking that will be identified, 
evaluated and assessed in the EA. This is 
not limited to just routing alternatives. For 
instance, alternative methods should 
include but not limited to: 

Renamed “Alternatives Methods of 
Carrying out the Undertaking” section 
6.3. Added additional methods and 
provided subsections for them. 

Section 6.3 has been 
renamed. 

Added subsections 
6.3.1., 6.3.2, and 6.3.3 
for alternative routes, 
alternative designs, and 
local refinements. 

No further comment. 
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• Alternative routes between the Thunder 
Bay and Wawa 

• Local refinements to the Reference 
Route 

• Alternative designs: 

O Towers (i.e. types and specific siting), 
new access roads etc. 

This should be following by subsections 
for each of the above referenced 
alternative methods which will provide 
further information and preliminary details. 

Revise heading and text accordingly. 
Please provide the additional information 
in this section of the ToR. 

MECP – 67 Section 4.4, general 

Need to expand on the explanation for 
limiting the number of route alternatives to 
be considered in the EA (i.e. connection 
criteria and Provincial Policy Statement). 
Our understanding is that there are a 
number of linear corridors that are located 
between Thunder Bay and Wawa. Why 
will the EA not identify, evaluate and 
assess all these potential corridors? 

If limiting the number of route alternatives 
to be considered in the EA, thorough 
justification and rationale is required. In 
accordance with section 5.2.5 of the Code 
of Practice, the ToR should provide 
justification for limiting the examination of 
alternatives and a statement of the 
rationale for the alternatives that will be 

Text has been revised to the following: 

“There are a number of existing linear 
corridors between Thunder Bay and 
Wawa which would satisfy the 
connection criteria for the Project. The 
identified route alternatives have been 
presented due to cost, construction, 
operation, maintenance, reliability, 
stakeholder consultation and 
environmental concerns. Large portions 
of the proposed corridor have been 
previously studied and significant public 
and Indigenous consultation has gone 
into identifying the proposed route 
alternatives. Section 5.2.5 of the Code of 
Practice states the ToR should provide 
justification for limiting the examination of 
alternatives and a statement of the 
rationale for the alternatives that will be 

Section 6.3.1 has been 
modified to include an 
explanation on route 
alternatives. 

Section 6.3.1, page 70 of the 
revised draft ToR: 

• As per the second paragraph, 
what “sections below identify 
the transmission route that 
will be assessed” are you 
referring to?  Clearly list the 
preliminary transmission 
routes that will be assessed. 
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examined the EA. This should be 
accompanied by supporting 
documentation. 

Furthermore, provide background on the 
reference route and the justification for its 
use. 

If justification and rationale for limiting the 
number of route alternatives to be 
considered in the EA cannot be provided 
in the ToR, please include a commitment 
that a thorough screening of the route 
alternatives will be provided in the EA (i.e. 
the EA will identify, evaluate and assess a 
reasonable range of potential linear 
corridors that are located between 
Thunder Bay and Wawa). 

Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
the additional information in this section of 
the ToR. 

examined the EA. A thorough screening 
of route alternatives will be provided in 
the EA.” 

  

MECP – 68 Section 4.4, page 29 

Section 5.2.5 of the ministry’s Code of 
Practice identifies a number of questions 
that can be used by proponents when 
determining the alternatives that should 
be considered during the EA process. 
These questions are designed to aid 
proponents in identifying and determining 
an initial range of alternatives, that may 
reasonably address the problem or 
opportunity that prompted the initiation of 
the EA process and be within a 
proponent’s ability to implement, that 
should be carried forward for further 
consideration during the EA process. 

List of questions has been removed. Removed list from 
Section 6.3.1. 

No further comment. 
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These questions are not intended to be 
used as a means by which alternatives 
are compared and assessed or by which 
a preferred alternative is determined. 

Please remove text regarding the 
questions listed in section 5.2.5 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice. 

MECP – 69 Section 4.4.1, general 

Local refinements to the reference route 
might be required as a result of 
consultation, to avoid sensitive 
environmental features (natural, socio-
economic, cultural etc.), technical 
considerations, and request of 
landowners. This needs to be clearly 
articulate in this subsection. 

Also, please statement that the need for 
local refinements to the reference route 
and final siting will be determined and 
evaluated during the EA process. 

Revise text accordingly. 

Added text:  

“Local refinements to the reference route 
might be required as a result of 
consultation, to avoid sensitive 
environmental features (natural, socio-
economic, cultural etc.), technical 
considerations, and request of 
landowners. The need for local 
refinements to the reference route and 
final siting will be determined and 
evaluated during the EA process.” 

Section 6.3.3 has been 
revised.  

No further comment. 

MECP – 70 Section 4.4.1, page 30 

The last three paragraphs on this page 
briefly describe a preliminary list of criteria 
and indicators (i.e. Appendix 2 of the draft 
ToR) and a preliminary assessment and 
evaluation methodology that will be 
utilized during the EA process. However 
the discussion only refers to the 
alternatives methods related to local 
refinements to the reference route and is 
insufficient. 

Text moved to Section 6.4 to discuss 
alternative methods (not just alternative 
routes). 

“When alternative methods are being 
considered, a local study area will be 
established. Data will be collected for 
environmental features within the study 
area to identify the preferred alternative 
method. This data is intended to assist in 
determining the overall effect of the ROW 
alignment on the natural, socio-economic 

Last 3 paragraphs of 
Section 4.4.1 has been 
moved to Section 6.4 (old 
Section 4.5). 

No further comment. 
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To improve clarity and flow, any 
discussion of the preliminary list of criteria 
and indicators (i.e. Appendix 2 of the draft 
ToR) and a preliminary assessment and 
evaluation methodology should be moved 
to Section 4.5 of this ToR document. 

In addition, this discussion should be 
general and apply to all alternative 
methods. In accordance with Section 
5.2.7 of the ministry’s Code of Practice, it 
is the ministry’s expectation that Hydro 
One will conduct a systematic evaluation 
of all the alternative methods of carrying 
out the undertaking. 

Please remove text regarding preliminary 
list of criteria and indicators and the 
preliminary assessment and evaluation 
methodology. See Comment #71. 

and cultural/built environments to 
develop appropriate mitigation measures. 
These evaluation criteria and indicators 
may be subject to refinement and 
modification during the EA process 
based on study findings, consultation and 
provincial policy. Technical, 
administrative and cost criteria will also 
be considered in this process.” 

 

MECP – 71 Section 4.5, general 

The purpose of this section is to describe 
the approach to be taken in the 
assessment and evaluation of the 
alternatives in the EA. At the heart of the 
EA planning process in Ontario is the 
comparative analysis of alternatives, 
assessing advantages and disadvantages 
and determining the best alternative that 
is appropriate to address the problem or 
opportunity. 

In accordance with Section 5.2.7 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, proponents 
must conduct a systematic evaluation of 
the alternatives. 

Section 6.4 has been significantly 
amended and expanded to incorporate 
the suggested text inclusions and 
commitments for outlining the 
methodology to alternative method 
assessment.  

Information on development of the 
criteria and indicators was also added to 
the section and so were commitments to 
outline preliminary criteria, rationale and 
data sources and their refinement during 
consultation. 

 

Section 6.4 has been 
modified. 

 

 

Section 6.4, page 71-72 of the 
revised draft ToR: 

The information presented this 
section needs to be revised in 
order to improve clarity and flow.  
Information on data, criteria and 
indicators, evaluation methods etc. 
are all discussed intermittently 
throughout the section. However, 
this information should be 
presented in a more cohesive and 
logical manner.    

To facilitate the reorganization of 
Section 6.4, EAS offers the 
following recommendations: 
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Evaluation Methodology 

The ToR should either identify the 
evaluation method(s) to be used and the 
reason for its selection or outline the 
general parameters that will be used to 
identify the evaluation method(s) in the 
EA. 

Please clearly indicated at the evaluation 
method(s) will be used during EA process 
to assess: 

• Potential environmental effects 

• Impact management measures 

• Net effects 

• advantages and disadvantages of the 
alternatives on the environment during all 
phases of the project (i.e. construction, 
operation, maintenance etc.). 

The method(s) chosen must be able to 
produce an assessment that is clear 
logical and traceable. 

Criterial and Indicators 

The evaluation method(s) are based on a 
set of criteria and indicators. Sufficient 
information about the criteria and 
indicators, or how they will be developed, 
should be given in the ToR to ensure that 
they can be understood by interested 
persons who are then able to provide 
informed comments. 

For instance, the ToR should explain the 

• To improve clarity: “In 
accordance with Section 
5.2.7 of the Ministry’s Code of 
Practice, the this ToR will 
identify the evaluation 
methods to be used and the 
reason for its selection or 
outline the general 
parameters that will be used 
to identify the evaluation 
methods in the EA.” 
 

• In accordance with Section 
5.2.7 of the ministry’s Code of 
Practice, consider using 
stepwise approach to 
organize your discussion of 
the assessment and 
evaluation process.  For 
instance, a possible 
arrangement could include: 
 
1. Criteria and indicators – 

in order to evaluate 
alternatives, criteria and 
indicators must be 
developed  

2. Collection of data – to 
inform criteria and 
indicators 

3. Evaluating alternative 
methods.  What method 
of comparative evaluation 
will be used?  Clearly 
state that the evaluation 
methods will be 
developed and refined 
during the EA process to 
assess: 



 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision MECP Response 

rationale for the selection of each of the 
proposed criteria and indicators, and an 
explanation about how each criteria and 
indicator may be further developed during 
the EA process. 

Data Sources 

The main body of the ToR should state 
the potential data sources for the criteria 
and indicators that will be used during the 
EA process. 

Overall 

Please indicate that the information 
provided in this section is preliminary and 
more detail will be provided in the EA. 
Include a commitment in the ToR 
document that the criteria, indicators and 
evaluation method(s) will be further 
developed and refined during the EA 
process, in consultation with the public, 
government agencies, Indigenous 
communities, and any other interested 
persons. 

Please revise this section accordingly. 

 
 Potential 

environmental 
effects; 

 Impact management 
measures; 

 Net effects; and, 
 Advantages and 

disadvantages. 
 
of the alternative methods 
on the environment, during 
all phases of the project 
(i.e. construction, 
operation, maintenance 
etc.).  Also, the method(s) 
chosen must be able to 
produce an assessment 
that is clear logical and 
traceable. 

4. Identify the preferred 
alternative/undertaking 

 
   

MECP – 72 Section 4.6, page 31 

If the general location of the project and 
certain technical considerations has been 
determined through another planning 
process, then those details needs to be 
clearly presented in this section of the 
ToR document and the associated 
supporting documentation must be 
provided. (See Comments #1 and #14). 

Text modified to incorporate additional 
information on the background of the 
technical and location considerations as 
identified by the IESO/OPA/OEB.  

Section 4.2 text has been 
modified. 

Section 4.2, page 34 of the revised 
draft ToR: 

• To improve clarity and flow, 
the first paragraph should 
also include references to 
Appendix 2 so that those 
who are interested in 
obtaining more information 
can find specific supporting 
documents easily and 
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Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
supporting documentation to confirm and 
validate the information provided (See 
Comment #1 and #14). 

efficiently.  
• What was the project 

definition provided in the 
information package? 

• What were the minimum 
technical requirements for 
the project? 

MECP – 73 Section 4.6.1, general 

This section briefly describes alternative 
design considerations and preliminary 
assessment and evaluation methodology 
that will be utilized during the EA process. 
As per Comment #70, to improve clarity 
and flow, any discussion of criteria and 
indicators and a preliminary assessment 
and evaluation methodology should be 
moved to Section 4.5 of this ToR 
document. This discussion should be 
general and apply to all alternative 
methods of carrying out the undertaking. 

Please revise this section accordingly. 
See Comment #71 

Text has been updated with: Design 
considerations are applicable to all 
alternative methods of carrying out the 
undertaking. 

Section 4.2.1 has been 
moved under Section 4.2 
(old Section 4.5). 

Section 4.2.1, page 34 of the 
revised draft ToR: 

• The first paragraph of this 
section states “The criteria 
and indicators defined above 
will…”   However, criteria and 
indicators were not defined 
“above” as indicated in this 
section.  To improve clarity, 
please revise this reference in 
the text accordingly.  

MECP – 74 Section 4.6.2, general 

Any discussion of the technical 
considerations for the transmission line 
ROW should include all proposed routes 
and not be specific to the reference route 
(i.e. “For the section of the line through 
PNP…”). The preferred transmission line 
route will be determined through the EA 
process and the ToR should not 
presuppose the outcome of the EA. 

Text modified to outline design criteria in 
a more generic manner: 

New ROWs not adjacent to the existing 
East-West Tie corridor, typically up to 46 
m wide, will be cleared of vegetation to 
accommodate the transmission line. For 
any alternative routes where quad-circuit 
towers would be proposed as a design 
consideration, the corridor will not be 
widened and as such no vegetation 
removals would be required outside the 

Section 4.2.2 has been 
modified to remove 
presuppositions of the 
EA.  

No further comment. 
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existing ROW. 

MECP – 75 Section 4.6.3, page 32 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the last sentence: “This will be 
confirmed in the detail design stage for 
the Project. further discussed in the EA” 

Revise text accordingly. 

Text has been revised as presented.  Section 4.2.3 has been 
modified. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 76 Section 4.6.4, general 

Only temporary access roads are 
mentioned; however, will any of the 
access roads be considered permanent? 
Will these be new access roads or 
extensions to existing access roads? 

Revise text accordingly. 

Information on access roads has been 
added to this section. 

Text modified in Section 
4.2.4. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 77 Section 4.6.6, general 

Will there be a need for construction 
camps? All components and structures 
associated with construction should be 
identified and discussed in the EA. 

Revise text accordingly. 

Text added: 

“The need for construction camps during 
the execution of the project is 
expected. These camps are anticipated 
to be located in Nipigon, Marathon and 
White River in areas that are in proximity 
of the laydown yards and have easy 
access to the fly yards and major access 
points. Accommodations will also be 
sought in both Thunder Bay and Wawa, 
however we anticipate that the local 
infrastructure would be able to 
accommodate the anticipated labour 
force.” 

Added Section 4.2.9 No further comment. 

MECP – 78 Section 4.7.2, general 

The heading for this section should 

Text added: 

A Transmission Vegetation Management 

Section 4.3.2 has been 
modified. 

No further comment. 
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include “Maintenance” (i.e. operation and 
maintenance). 

Does the Transmission Vegetation 
Management Program apply to this 
project? If so please provide further 
information. 

Revise heading accordingly. Please 
provide any additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 

Program developed within Hydro One will 
apply to the operation and maintenance 
of the corridor. 

MECP – 79 Section 4.7.3, general 

What are examples of decommissioning 
activities for this type of project? 

Please include a commitment in this 
section of the ToR that states if 
decommissioning activities are required, a 
detailed review of the potential 
environmental effects and mitigation 
measures will be provide. 

Revise text accordingly. Please provide 
any additional information in this section 
of the ToR. 

Text added: 

“If decommissioning activities are 
required, a detailed review of the 
potential environmental effects and 
mitigation measures will be provide” 

Section 4.3.3 has been 
modified.  

No further comment. 

MECP – 80 Section 5, page 36 & Figure 5 

While the ministry understands 
proponents have specific project 
schedules they strive to maintain, delays 
may occur. However, it should be the 
purpose of Figure 5 to highlight the key 
milestones during in the EA process to 
ensure that interested persons 
understand the process, and when they 
are able to review documents and provide 

Figure 5 has been removed as without 
specific timelines it is duplication of 
Figure 3. 

Figure 5 modified. Section 9, page 82 of the revised 
draft ToR: 

• Figure 5 of the June 2018 
draft ToR provided a good 
overview of Hydro One’s 
specific consultation activities 
in relation to the steps in the 
EA process.  It is 
recommended that Figure 5 
of the June 2018 be 
incorporated into Section 9 
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comments before decision are made. 

As such, to improve clarity, please 
remove the “when” column in Figure 5 
and the second last sentence on page 36: 
“The timelines in the figure are required to 
meeting the project need date.” 

with the revisions specified in 
Comment 80 and Comment 
81. 

MECP – 81 Figure 5, page 37 

There are other key milestones after the 
formal submission of a final EA document 
that are absent from in Figure 5 (i.e. 
Inspection of the Ministry Review). In 
order to improve transparency, please 
incorporate the missing key milestones. 
Refer to Appendix A: Environmental 
Assessment Process Timelines of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice. 

In addition, the “Specific Consultation 
Activities” should specify that 
documentation (i.e. draft & final ToRs and 
EAs) will be reviewed by government 
agencies and Indigenous communities, as 
well as the public. 

Revise Figure 5 accordingly. 

Figure 5 has been removed as without 
specific timelines it is duplication of 
Figure 3. 

Figure 5 removed.  See MECP response to Comment 
80. 

MECP – 82 Section 5.1, page 38 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision to the first sentence: 

“…best practices in public and 
stakeholder consultation and 
engagement…” 

Revise text accordingly. 

Text has been revised as presented. Section 9.1 has been 
revised. 

No further comment. 
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MECP – 83 Section 5.2, general 

This section should be incorporated as a 
subsection under Section 5.5 
“Consultation Plan for the EA” 

Revise ToR document accordingly. 

Text has been moved. Section moved to 9.4.3 
under Consultation Plan 
for the EA.  

Section 9.4.3, page 93 of the 
revised draft ToR: 

• To improve clarity and flow, it 
would be more appropriate to 
move subsection 9.4.3 before 
subsection 9.4.1 of the 
revised draft ToR (page 88).  
Please revise the ToR 
document accordingly.   

 

MECP – 84 Section 5.2, page 38 

Stakeholders should be consulted 
throughout the EA process and not just 
with regard to alternative methods. Please 
revise the last sentence of the first 
paragraph accordingly. 

Revise text accordingly. 

Text modified:  

The following stakeholders will be 
consulted throughout the EA process 

Section 9.4.3 modified 
accordingly.  

No further comment. 

MECP – 85 Section 5.2, page 39 

Third Paragraph - Section 5.3 provides 
further information and details regarding 
Duty to Consult and Indigenous 
community consultation. As such, to 
improve clarity, the third paragraph should 
include a reference to Section 5.3. 

Fourth Paragraph - Please include a 
commitment that the comprehensive 
project contact list will continually be 
reviewed and updated during the EA 
process. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

Third paragraph has been revised to 
incorporate a reference to section 9.2 
 
In delegating procedural aspects of 
consultation, the Ministry of Energy has 
identified fourteen First Nations and four 
Métis Groups as having a potential 
interest in the Project. The duty to 
consult is discussed further in Section 
9.2 
 
Fourth paragraph has been revised to: 
“A comprehensive contact list is being 
maintained from the outset of the Project. 
Hydro One is committed that the 
comprehensive project contact list is 
continually reviewed and updated during 
the EA process as contacts change and 
new contacts are identified through 

Section 9.4.3 revised 
accordingly.  

No further comment. 
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consultation activities.” 
 

MECP – 86 Section 5.2, page 39 

These bullet points are describing the 
consultation and engagement activities 
planned for the project during the EA 
process. To improve clarity and flow of the 
ToR document, it would be more 
appropriate for this information to be 
moved and incorporated into to the list in 
Section 5.5.1. 

In addition, the last bullet point should 
remove reference to “draft and final ToR”. 
Any consultation and engagement 
activities related to the preparation of the 
Terms of Reference should be described 
in Section 5.4. 

Also, the last bullet should specify that 
documents will be made available to 
government agencies and Indigenous 
communities for review, in addition to the 
public. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

List moved and incorporated into list 
under 9.4.1. 

Removed reference to draft and final 
ToR. 

Draft and final ToR and EA documents 
will be distributed to government 
agencies, key interest groups, and 
municipal officials and staff of 
communities along the project route. 

Section 9.4.1 has 
incorporated these 
changes.  

Section 9.4.1, page 88 of the 
revised draft ToR: 

• This section should be 
renamed “Consultation and 
Engagement Activities” since 
it describes activities that 
could pertain to all 
stakeholders including 
members of the public, 
Indigenous communities and 
government agencies.  As 
such, consider the following 
revision to the first sentence 
of this section: 
 
“The following outlines the 
specific consultation activities 
that are planned for 
members of the public, 
government agencies and 
Indigenous communities 
during the EA:” 
 

• This section should also 
include a summary of the key 
decision making milestones 
and when consultation will 
occur.  For example, how 
consultation activities (i.e. 
CICs, presentations, 
meetings etc.) aligns with key 
milestones in the EA process 
(i.e. the assessment of 
alternative methods, impact 
assessment of the preferred 
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undertaking, review of draft 
EA etc.).  Refer to Figure 5 of 
the June 2018 draft ToR for 
guidance.  See Comment 80. 

MECP – 87 Section 5.3, general 

This section should reflect the up-to-date 
status of the delegation and notification. In 
addition, to improve clarity and flow, it 
would be more appropriate for the list of 
communities as described in Section 
5.4.2, to be incorporated into this section 
of the ToR document. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

The section has been updated with the 
list of communities.  

Section 9.2 updated with 
list of communities.  

No further comment. 

MECP – 88 Section 5.4, general 

In accordance with Section 5.2.9 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, do not 
confuse consultation plan with record of 
consultation. 

The consultation plan is for future 
consultation that will take place during the 
preparation of the EA. 

The record of consultation is for past 
consultation that took place during the 
preparation of the ToR. As such, this 
section of the ToR document should 
summarize the consultation activities that 
occurred and their results. In addition, 
proponents must submit a separate and 
more detailed document called a Record 
of Consultation. See Comment #2. 

In order to improve clarity, the heading for 
this section should be revised: 

Section 9.3 renamed to Consultation on 
the ToR. 

Section has been written in past tense 
where appropriate.  

 

Section 9.3 has been 
modified accordingly. 

Section 9.3, page 84-88 of the 
revised draft ToR: 

• This entire section should be 
written in past tense since it is 
meant to summarize what has 
already occurred.  For 
example on page 84 of the 
revised draft ToR:  
 
“Hydro One has had a detailed 
consultation plan… activities 
undertaken or to be 
undertaken in relation to the 
preparation of the ToR”  
 

• This section should reflect the 
up-to-date status of the 
consultation activities that 
have occurred on the 
preparation of the ToR and 
their results.  Please update 
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“Consultation Plan for on the ToR”. In 
addition, each of the subsection (i.e. 5.4.1 
to 5.4.3) should be written in past tense 
since they are summarizing what has 
already occurred. 

and include a summary of the 
results of consultation with 
members of the public, 
government agencies and 
Indigenous communities.    

MECP – 89 Section 5.5.1, page 45 

The review of a draft EA document should 
be its own separate bullet point. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

Review of a Draft EA document – Hydro 
One will notify stakeholders, government 
agencies, Indigenous communities and 
other interested parties on the contact list 
that the Draft EA document is available 
for review. 

Section 9.4.1 has been 
modified.  

No further comment. 

MECP – 90 Section 5.5.2, general 

Refer to comments from Peter Brown, 

Indigenous Consultation Advisor, Client 
Services and Permissions Branch, MECP. 

The EA consultation plan for Indigenous 
communities should clearly set out the 
steps a proponent intends to take with 
respect to consultation activities. It should 
include, but not limited to, consideration of 
the following: 

• How Indigenous communities will be 
notified and consulted. This includes a 
description of the consultation activities 
planned (i.e. notifications, information 
sharing opportunities, open houses, 
individual meetings with the community 
etc.). 

• Points in the EA process when 
Indigenous communities will be consulted. 

• Methods that will be used to consult with 

Removed term groups from all language 
used for Indigenous communities. 

Text outlining that the EA consultation 
plan for Indigenous communities will 
clearly set out the steps Hydro One 
intends to take with respect to 
consultation activities. 

Added text for clarification: In addition to 
the tailored consultation approach for 
Indigenous communities, all public 
consultation processes and specific 
consultation activities outlined in Section 
Error! Reference source not found. 
and throughout Section Error! 
Reference source not found. will be 
available to Indigenous communities. 

Section 9.4.2 (old 
Section 5.5.2) has been 
revised. 

Section 9.4.2, page 90-93 of the 
revised draft ToR: 

• Reference to Section 9.3.1 in 
the first paragraph on page 91 
is incorrect.  Please revise. 

• To improve clarity, please 
include a statement that the 
standalone Consultation Plan 
will be developed and refined 
in consultation with Indigenous 
communities and the Plan will 
be submitted to MECP for 
review prior to initiating the 
EA. 

• In addition, please include a 
statement that if requested, 
Hydro One may need to 
develop individual consultation 
plans that are tailored to 
specific Indigenous 
communities.  

Please refer to comments from 
Peter Brown, Indigenous 
Consultation Advisor, Client 
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Indigenous communities. 

• Identify the decisions that Indigenous 
communities can provide input to and 
what role Indigenous communities play 
when the proponent makes decisions. 

• How traditional knowledge will be 
incorporated. 

Consultation plans should be developed 
and refined in consultation with 
Indigenous communities. Each community 
may have different approaches and/or 
preferences with regard to consultation 
and engagement. As such, some 
communities may prefer to have 
individualized plans. 

Other Items 

Please specify in this section that 
Indigenous communities are welcome to 
participate in the public consultation 
activities, in addition to the ones planned 
specifically for Indigenous communities. 

Please remove the word “groups” from all 
references to “Indigenous communities 
and groups”. The appropriate reference is 
just “Indigenous communities” 

Revise this section accordingly. 

Services and Permissions Branch, 
MECP.    

 

MECP – 91 Section 5.5.3, general 

The appropriate reference is “government 
agencies” and not just “agency”. 

References to agency throughout the 
document have been revised to include 
government agencies.  

All sections of ToR. No further comment. 
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Revise this section accordingly. 

MECP – 92 Section 5.5.4, general 

Please use one term (i.e. record) when 
referring to the consultation record. Too 
many terms (i.e. log, database etc.) is 
confusing. 

Please clarify the last sentence in this 
section: “The Record of Consultation for 
the ToR EA will be submitted…” 

Revise text accordingly. 

Record has been standardized. Log and 
database have been removed.  

Modifications made to last sentence. 

Section 9.4.5.  Comment 92 would apply to 
Section 9.3.3, page 87 of the 
revised draft ToR.  Please revise 
accordingly.   

Please include a statement in 
Section 9.3.3 that the Record of 
Consultation for the ToR will be 
submitted under a separate cover. 

MECP – 93 Section 5.6, page 49 

Please specify: “all comments and inputs 
received from the public, government 
agencies and Indigenous communities will 
be documented…” 

Revise text accordingly. 

All comments and input received from 
the public, government agencies, and 
Indigenous communities will be 
documented in a summary table and 
included in the EA document as part of 
the Record of Consultation. 

Section 9.5 revised. Section 9.5, page 96 of the revised 
draft ToR: 

• To improve clarity, consider 
the following revision: 

“The summary table will 
provide a response to each 
issue and how the issue 
was addressed.” 

MECP – 94 Section 6, general 

The section notes that environmental 
studies have been completed by another 
proponent. Hydro One specifies that they 
intend on using this information and will 
conduct a gap analysis to identify the 
need of verification or collection of data to 
complete the description of the 
environment.  

What are the environmental studies you 
are referring too and by which proponent? 
Is this reference to NextBridge and the 

Direct references to NextBridge will be 
removed. Desktop studies will 
supplement any proposed EA studies. 

Where studies have been conducted on 
the proposed corridor and they apply to 
the project, Hydro One will not duplicate 
these studies, but instead use publicly 
available information to inform 
assessment efforts. Hydro One will 
conduct the appropriate studies where 
information is needed to satisfy the EA 
requirements. The current preliminary 
focus of field surveys includes Pukaskwa 

Section 5 revised.  Section 5, page 41 of the revised 
draft ToR:: 

• For consistency with previous 
sections of the ToR (i.e. 
Section 4.1), please revise 
the first paragraph as follows: 
 
“The biophysical and socio-
economic baseline 
environmental conditions of 
the reference route 
alternative and much of the 
reference route have been 
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NextBridge EA? The ministry would like to 
emphasize that as outlined in our 
November 14, 2017 letter to Hydro One 
and reiterated in correspondence from 
March 16, 2018 and April 10, 2018; Hydro 
One's proposed Lake Superior Link 
Transmission Project is considered a new 
undertaking for the purpose of the 
Environmental Assessment Act. As such, 
Hydro One is required to complete the 
requirements of the Environmental 
Assessment Act including preparing 
technical studies for analysis and 
evaluation and consultation requirements. 
This information must be completed and 
submitted as part of the Lake Superior 
Link EA. 

Revise text accordingly. Please remove 
references to other proponent’s 
environmental studies throughout this 
section. See Comment #12 and #60. 

National Park, the transmission corridor 
between Wawa and Marathon, the 
Dorion area, temporary and permanent 
access roads, laydown areas, fly yards 
and any additional areas identified as a 
concern. Hydro One will continue to 
engage regulators to ensure the baseline 
data is adequate for the EA. 

Text revised to the following: 

The biophysical and socio-economic 
baseline environmental conditions of the 
reference route alternative and much of 
the reference route have been recently 
extensively studied and these results are 
publicly available. Where there is an 
overlap of the study areas, Hydro One is 
generally not duplicating these studies, 
but using the information available 
publicly through existing environmental 
studies already funded by the ratepayers 
of Ontario. 

recently extensively studied 
and these results are publicly 
available. Where there is an 
overlap of the study areas, 
Hydro One is generally not 
duplicating these studies, but 
using the information 
available publicly through 
existing environmental 
studies already funded by the 
ratepayers of Ontario. Where 
studies have been 
conducted on the proposed 
corridor and they apply to 
the project, Hydro One will 
not be duplicating these 
studies, but use publicly 
available information to 
inform assessment efforts. 
Hydro One will conduct the 
appropriate studies where 
information is needed to 
satisfy the EA 
requirements.” 

MECP – 95 Section 6, general 

Please include a commitment in the ToR 
document that a more detailed description 
of the environment and the baseline 
conditions for all environmental 
components will be provided in the EA. 

Revise text accordingly. 

More detailed description of the 
environment and the baseline conditions 
for all environmental components will be 
provided in the EA. 

 

Section 5 revised.  No further comment. 

MECP – 96 Section 6.1 and 6.2, general 

The subsections of Section 6.1 and 6.2 
provide information on proposed data 

Additional information on the 
environmental components in Sections 
6.1, 6.2 and 6.3 have been added to 
bolster understanding of their current 

Sections 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3 
have been revised 
substantially to reflect 

No further comment. 
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collection tools/methods (i.e. studies, 
tests, surveys or mapping etc.) for each of 
the environmental components; however, 
in accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR 
should provide a preliminary description of 
the environment and baseline conditions. 

The current descriptions of each of the 
environment components have limited 
information. Descriptions of the 
environment and baseline conditions 
should be sufficiently detailed to allow the 
government agencies to determine 
whether the proposed studies will meet 
the information requirements of the 
particular agency. 

For instance, further information that can 
be included, but not limited to: 

• A description of the Lake Superior 
Watershed and any secondary or tertiary 
watersheds 

• A preliminary list of SARs in the study 
area 

• A list of the species of fish that are 
expected based on aquatic features of the 
study area. 

Please provide further information on 
baseline conditions for each of the 
environmental components. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

state. These sections have been revised 
substantially to provide additional 
information on existing environmental 
conditions. 

comments.  

MECP – 97 Section 6.1 and 6.2, general Significantly revised Sections 5. Overall 
data collection methodology has been 

Section 5.1 (Data 
Collection Methodology) 

No further comment. 
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In accordance with Section 5.2.6 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR 
should include a list and brief explanation 
of the tools (i.e. studies, tests, surveys, 
mapping etc.) that will be used to provide 
a more detailed description of the 
environment in the EA. Lists will not 
preclude proponents from conducting 
additional and more detailed studies as 
part of the EA. 

Although the subsections of Section 6.1 
and 6.2 provide information on proposed 
data collection tools/methods, to improve 
clarity and flow, this information should be 
integrated into one subsection. As such, 
please incorporate a subsection in 
Section 6 that includes a list and a brief 
explanation for each of the available or 
existing data collection tools (i.e. studies, 
tests, surveys or mapping etc.) that were 
used to determine the existing conditions 
of each component of the environment. 
Also, please include a list and a brief 
explanation of the data collection tools 
(i.e. studies, tests, surveys, mapping etc.) 
that will be carried out to provide a more 
detailed description of the environment in 
the EA. 

Overall, sufficient information should be 
given in the ToR to ensure that data 
collection tools/methods can be 
understood by interested government 
agencies, Indigenous communities and 
members of the public who are then able 
to provide informed comments. 

placed into its own section and data 
sources have been tabulated. Where 
appropriate, study-specific data collection 
methodology is briefly discussed under 
the study subheadings where it is most 
pertinent. 

Study methods have been listed. 

The scope and intensity of study and its 
associated data collection methodology 
will be further refined during the EA 
process throughout consultation with 
stakeholders, Indigenous communities, 
data gap analysis, in response to novel 
information and Project refinements. 

and 5.1.1 (Published 
Sources of Information) 
have been added to 
provide a clearer flow 
and structure for data 
collection methodology. 
Sections and subsections 
under 5.2 and 5.3 have 
been revised to reflect 
the updated methodology 
sections.  



 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision MECP Response 

Revise this section accordingly. 

MECP – 98 Section 6.1.1 to 6.1.2, general 

Field work may be required to gather 
information on environmental baseline 
conditions. As such, please remove 
references to “no field work” and include 
statements such as “desktop studies will 
be used and supplemented with field work 
where required” or “field work will be 
conducted if necessary” etc. 

Revise these subsections accordingly. 

No field work has been replaced with 
‘desktop studies will be used and 
supplemented with field work, where 
required.’ 

Sections 5.1.1 and 5.1.2 
have been modified 
accordingly. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 99 Section 6.1.6, page 56 

The last paragraph provides general 
information and references all 
environmental components. As such, it 
would be more appropriate to move this to 
the beginning of Section 6.1 of this ToR 
document. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

All information collected as part of the 
natural environment field programs will 
be used in the EA, to identify potential 
effects and practicable mitigation 
measures, and to fine tune the locations 
of towers, access roads and water 
crossings (where appropriate). 
Information will also be used for any 
approvals that may be required prior to 
construction. 

Last paragraph of 
Section 5.1.6 has been 
moved to Section 5.1. 

No further comment. 

MECP – 100 Section 6.1.8, general 

Please specify that potential project 
emission sources will be evaluated 
against regulatory standards in the EA. 

Revise text accordingly. 

Potential Project emission sources will be 
evaluated against regulatory standards in 
the EA. 

Section 5.1.8 modified 
accordingly.  

 

MECP – 101 Section 6.1.9, general 

Please specify that potential noise 
emission sources will be evaluated 
against regulatory standards in the EA. 

Potential noise emission sources will be 
evaluated against regulatory standards in 
the EA. 

Section 5.1.9 modified 
accordingly. 

No further comment. 
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Revise text accordingly. 

MECP - 102 Section 6.2, general 

To improve clarity and flow, considering 
separating the socio-economic 
environmental components and the 
cultural/built environment components into 
two separate sections. 

Revise ToR document accordingly. 

Section 5.2 has been split into Section 
5.2 and 5.3 separating the socio-
economic environmental components 
and the cultural/built environment 
components. 

Sections 5.2 and 5.3 
have been revised.  

Section 5.3, page 62 of the revised 
draft ToR: 

• To improve clarity, please 
remove “and Cultural/Built” 
from the subsection title since 
this section only pertains to 
Socio-economic environment. 

MECP - 103 Section 6.2.3, page 58 

To improve clarity, considering the 
following revision to the first sentence of 
the last paragraph that: “The EA will 
describe and assess existing commercial, 
recreational and industrial activities…” 

Revise text accordingly. 

Text revised as presented.  Section 5.2.2 has been 
revised. 

Section 5.3.2, page 63 of the 
revised draft ToR: 

• To improve clarity, 
considering the following 
revision to the first sentence 
of the third paragraph:  
 
“The EA document will 
describe and assess 
existing…” 

MECP - 104 Section 6.2.5, general 

Refer to comments from Peter Brown, 
Indigenous Consultation Advisor, Client 
Services and Permissions Branch, MECP. 

Indigenous community-specific criteria 
and indicators may be required for the 
evaluation of alternatives and assessment 
of the preferred undertaking. Please 
include a commitment in the ToR that 
specifies criteria and indicators of 
relevance to Indigenous communities will 
be developed in consultation with 
Indigenous communities. 

Criteria and indicators of relevance to 
Indigenous communities will be 
developed in consultation with 
Indigenous communities. 

Section 5.3.2 has been 
revised.  

No further comment. 
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Revise text accordingly. 

MECP - 105 Section 6.2.7, page 60 

The landscape characteristic should be 
described for the entire study area, not 
just “the area located West of Nigigon, 
and the Pukaskwa River Provincial Park”. 
As such please remove this reference. 

Revise text accordingly. 

During the EA, the Project team will 
prepare a description of the landscape 
character within the study areas, 
identifying landscape settings and 
features of importance. This assessment 
will focus on valued viewpoints by the 
public and those identified by the project 
team as contributing to the aesthetic 
character of an area (e.g., ESA’s and 
river valleys). Ongoing consultation has 
also identified potential areas of visual 
assessment that will be considered. The 
team will review available models for this 
assessment.  

Section 5.2.5 has been 
revised.  

No further comment. 

MECP - 106 Section 6.2.8, general 

Has there been any preliminary 
consultation with municipalities, MTO etc. 
regarding services and infrastructure? 
Please provide the additional information 
as part of the Record of Consultation (See 
Comment 2).  

Record of consultation will contain 
consultation with municipalities and other 
government agencies. 

N/A No further comment. 

MECP - 107 Section 6.2.9, general 

What are the Hydro One Land Acquisition 
Compensation Principles? Please provide 
further information. 

Revise the text accordingly. Please 
provide the additional information in this 
section of the ToR. 

Added text:  

LACP are project-specific land 
acquisition compensation principles are 
founded upon Hydro One’s past 
experience pertaining to land acquisition 
matters for new transmission projects. 
Hydro One’s central consideration has 
been the need for Property Owners to 
have flexibility and choice while 
balancing Hydro One’s desire to achieve 
timely acquisition of property interests 
and its obligation to ensure that 

Section 5.2.7 has been 
modified. 

No further comment. 
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expenditures are fair and reasonable to 
ratepayers. 

MECP - 108 Section 7, general 

Once the assessment and comparative 
evaluation of the alternatives is 
completed, a preferred undertaking will be 
identified. The purpose of this section is to 
describe the approach to be taken in the 
evaluation of the environmental effects of 
preferred undertaking. The intent is to 
allow the additional details developed on 
the preferred undertaking (i.e. design, 
operations etc.) to be assessed. It also 
allows for the evaluation of impact 
management measures and net effects 
within the context of a more 
comprehensive description for the 
preferred undertaking. 

In accordance with Section 5.2.7 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR 
should either identify the evaluation 
method(s) to be used and the reason for 
its selection or outline the general 
parameters that will be used to identify the 
evaluation method(s) in the EA.  

Please clearly indicated at the evaluation 
method(s) will be used during EA process 
to assess: 

• Potential environmental effects 

• Impact management measures 

• Net effects 

Section 7 has been modified to 
incorporate refinement of evaluation of 
Project effects and the suggested 
changes in this comment. 

Section 7 has been 
revised accordingly.  

Section 7, page 78 of the revised 
draft ToR: 

• Please include a statement 
that the evaluation methods 
chosen will be able to 
produce an assessment that 
is clear, logical and traceable. 
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• advantages and disadvantages 

of the undertaking on the environment 
during all phases of the project (i.e. 
construction, operation, maintenance 
etc.). 

The method(s) chosen must be able to 
produce an assessment that is clear 
logical and traceable. 

MECP - 109 Section 7, page 61 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: “The following section identifies 
the potential effects assessment and 
evaluation and associated mitigation 
measures to address them avoid or 
minimize negative effects. Table 2 
identifies the preliminary environmental 
features and technical considerations that 
will be applied assessed in the evaluation 
of potential environmental effects.” 

Please include a statement that the 
preliminary list of features/considerations 
will be developed and refined during the 
EA process in consultation with the public, 
government agencies, Indigenous 
communities, and any other interested 
persons. 

Are you referring to the preliminary criteria 
and indicators in Appendix 2? If so please 
reference in the text. 

Revise text accordingly. 

The following section identifies the 
potential effects evaluation and 
associated mitigation measures to avoid 
or minimize negative effects. Table 7 
identifies the preliminary environmental 
features and technical considerations 
that will be assessed in the evaluation of 
potential environmental effects. 

A preliminary list of criteria and indicators 
can be found in Appendix 1. 

 

Section 7 has been 
revised accordingly.  

Section 7, page 78 of the revised 
draft ToR: 

• To improve clarity, please 
consider the following 
revision to page 78: 
 
“The evaluation methods will 
be developed and refined 
during the EA process to 
assess the undertaking on 
the environment during all 
phases of the project (i.e. 
construction, operation, 
maintenance etc.) are: 
 
 Potential environmental 

effects; 
 Impact management 

measures; 
 Net effects; and, 
 Advantages and 

disadvantages. 
 
of undertaking on the 
environment, during all 
phases of the project (i.e. 
construction, operation, 
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maintenance etc.)”  
 
The evaluation methods are 
based on a set of criteria 
and indicators.  Table 8 
identifies… and technical 
criteria… have been 
developed for the potential 
environmental effects 
evaluation…” 

 

MECP - 110 Section 7, page 62 

This first paragraph discusses mitigation 
measures. However, to improve clarity 
and flow of the ToR document, it would be 
more appropriate for the discussions 
regarding the assessment of potential 
environmental effects and mitigation 
measures to be separated into two 
separate subsections: i.e. ‘Effects 
Assessment’ & ‘Mitigation Measures’. 

Also consider the following revision: 
“Mitigation measures will be developed 
and described in the EA to avoid or 
minimize negative effects due to 
construction and operation of the project 
with due consideration of cost, safety, 
feasibility and technical standards. “ 

Please clarify what phases are included in 
‘pre- and post-operational”. 

Revise text and this section accordingly. 

Mitigation measures have been placed 
into Section 7.3. 

Proposed text revisions have 
implemented. 

Pre-and post- have been clarified to 
construction and operation, respectively.  

The EA will recommend construction and 
operational monitoring programs 
designed to verify effects prediction, the 
effectiveness of mitigation measures and 
the need for any remedial measures, 
should they be necessary.  

Section 7.3 created for 
mitigation measures. 

Section 7, page 78 of the revised 
draft ToR: 

• To improve clarity and flow, 
include a subheading for the 
discussions on page 78 
regarding evaluation methods 
and the assessment of 
potential environmental 
effects (i.e. 7.1 Effects 
Assessment).  Please revise 
the ToR document 
accordingly. 

MECP - 111 Section 7.1 and 7.2, general Sections 7.1 and 7.2 have been moved Sections 7.1 and 7.2 There seems to be some 
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The information presented in these 
sections needs to be revised in order to 
improve clarity and flow. Potential 
environmental effects, mitigation 
measures, evaluation methods for 
alternatives, criteria and indicators, data 
sources etc. are all discussed at once. 
However, this information should be 
separated and incorporated into the 
appropriate corresponding sections of the 
ToR document (as facilitated by my 
comments on the draft ToR). 

Potential environmental effects and 
mitigation measures 

The preliminary information discussed in 
Section 7.1 and 7.2 with regards to the 
potential environmental effects and 
mitigation measures, is related to the 
assessment and evaluation of the 
alternatives and the preferred 
undertaking. As such, it would be more 
appropriate for this information to be 
incorporated as subsections at the end of 
Section 6 of this ToR document. 

In addition, to improve clarity, it is 
recommended that this information in 
sections 7.1 and 7.2 be put into tabular 
format. 

Revise this section and ToR document 
accordingly. 

to the end of Section 6. Appendix 1 has 
been substantially revised and sections 
have been incorporated into the 
preliminary criteria and indicators table.  

Other portions of this section have been 
tabularized.  

have been moved to the 
end of Section 6. 
Appendix 1 modified 
accordingly. 

confusion regarding section 
references in my original 
comments.  In accordance with 
Section 5.2.6 of the ministry’s 
Code of Practice, after the existing 
environment is described, the 
potential effects of the undertaking 
and its alternatives should be 
described.  As such, it would be 
more appropriate to move Sections 
6.5, 6.6 and 6.7 (of this revised 
draft ToR) to the end Section 5 (of 
this revised draft ToR).  Also, 
please remove the term 
“Evaluation” from the titles for 
Sections 6.5, 6.6 and 6.7, as these 
sections are not an evaluation but 
rather a description of preliminary 
environmental effects. 

Additional Comments: 

Section 6.5, page 73 of the revised 
draft ToR: 

• To improve clarity, consider 
the following revision to the 
first sentence on this page: 
 
“The following section 
identifies the preliminary 
potential environmental 
effects of the project and its 
alternatives evaluation and 
associated preliminary 
mitigation measures to avoid 
or minimize negative effects.” 
 

• To improve clarity and flow, 
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consider including a 
subheading on page 74 that 
incorporates the discussion 
on preliminary mitigation 
measures. 

Section 6.6, page 75 of the revised 
draft ToR: 

• Please include a table (similar 
to Table 7 on page 73 of the 
revised draft ToR) that 
summarizes the preliminary 
potential effects of project 
activities on the socio-
economic environment. 

• What does “Appendix 1” at 
the end of this page refer 
too?  Is this a typo?  

MECP - 112 Section 7.2, general 

To improve clarity and flow, considering 
separating the potential socio-economic 
environmental effects and the potential 
cultural/built environment effects into two 
separate sections. 

Revise ToR document accordingly 

Socio-economic and cultural/built 
environment have been separated in 
Table 4. 

Table 4 revised.  Reference to Table 4 (page 42 of 
this revised draft ToR) is incorrect.  
Are you referring to the revisions to 
Table 8? 

MECP - 113 Section 7.3. general 

This section specifies that the technical, 
administrative and cost considerations 
should be used to evaluate the 
alternatives. As such, to improve clarity 
and flow, it would be more appropriate for 
this section to be moved to Section 4.5 of 
this ToR document. 

Technical, administrative and cost 
considerations have been moved to the 
end of Section 6.4 (old Section 4.5). 

Section 7.3 has been 
moved into Section 6.4. 

No further comment. 
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Revise ToR document accordingly. 

MECP - 114 Section 8, general 

In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the ToR must 
include a statement that the EA will 
include a comprehensive list of 
commitments made by the proponent 
during the ToR process, and where or 
how they have been dealt with in the EA. 
Furthermore, the EA will include a 
comprehensive list of commitments made 
by the proponent during the EA process; 
including all commitments relating to 
impact management measures, additional 
works and studies to be carried out, 
monitoring, consultation and contingency 
planning, and documentation and 
correspondence. 

As such, consider incorporating a new 
subsection in Section 8 of the ToR that 
speaks to ‘commitments’ and references 
these requirements. 

Revise this section accordingly. 

Added section on commitments: 

In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
Ministry’s Code of Practice, the EA will 
include a comprehensive list of 
commitments made by Hydro One during 
the ToR process, and where or how they 
have been dealt with in the EA. 
Furthermore, the EA will include a 
comprehensive list of commitments 
made by Hydro One during the EA 
process; including all commitments 
relating to impact management 
measures, additional works and studies 
to be carried out, monitoring, consultation 
and contingency planning, and 
documentation and correspondence. 

 

Section 8.3 has been 
created for commitments. 

No further comment. 

MECP - 115 Section 8, general 

In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, a monitoring 
framework will consider all phases of the 
proposed undertaking (planning, detailed 
design, construction, operations, 
decommissioning etc.). 

Please clarify what phases are included in 
‘pre- and post-operational”. 

In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
Ministry’s Code of Practice, a monitoring 
framework will be developed during the 
EA and will consider all phases of the 
proposed undertaking. 

Pre-and post- have been clarified to 
construction and operation, respectively.  

 

Section 8 has been 
revised.  

No further comment. 



 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision MECP Response 

Include a commitment in the ToR that 
clearly states a monitoring framework will 
be develop during the EA and will 
consider all phases of the proposed 
undertaking. 

Revise text accordingly. 

MECP - 116 Section 8.1 and 8.2, general 

In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the monitoring 
framework includes two types of 
monitoring: 

• compliance monitoring – assessment of 
whether an undertaking had been 
constructed, implemented and/or 
operated in accordance with commitments 
made during the EA and the conditions of 
EA approval; 

• effects monitoring – activities carried out 
by the proponent after approval of the 
undertaking to determine the 
environmental effects of the undertaking. 

To improve clarity and flow, please clearly 
define the two types of monitoring in the 
corresponding sections; Sections 8.1 
(effects monitoring) and 8.2 (compliance 
monitoring). 

Revise these sections accordingly. 

Definitions of compliance and effects 
monitoring have been added to the 
document. 

Sections 8.1 and 8.2 
have been revised.  

Section 8.2, page 81 of the revised 
draft ToR: 

• To improve clarity, please 
revise the title of subsection 
8.2 to “Compliance EA 
Process Monitoring”.  

MECP - 117 Section 8.1, general 

This section is supposed to provide 
preliminary information on effects 
monitoring; however, it includes 

Environmental management system has 
been clarified to include both effects and 
compliance monitoring. Compliance 
monitoring has been moved to Section 
8.2. Clarification on environmental 

Sections 8.1 and 8.2 
have been revised.  

Section 8.1, page 80-81 of the 
revised draft ToR: 

• This section discusses effects 
monitoring and not 



 Agency Comment Hydro One Response Provided ToR Section Revision MECP Response 

information on compliance monitoring (i.e. 
EA commitments). As such, it would be 
more appropriate to move information on 
compliance monitoring to Section 8.2 of 
this ToR document. 

What is the project environmental 
management system? Will it include 
effects monitoring in addition to 
compliance monitoring? Please provide 
further information. 

Revise text and section accordingly. 

management system has been added. compliance monitoring.  As 
such to improve clarity, 
please consider the following 
revision: 
 
“…environmental 
management system that will 
monitor the environmental 
effects of the project and 
ensure compliance with all 
commitments set out in this 
assessment made during the 
EA process, plus other 
environmental 
requirements…” 

MECP - 118 Section 8.1, page 67 

To improve clarity, consider the following 
revision: “During the later stages of the 
EA process, a monitoring program will be 
developed…. will ensure compliance with 
the all commitments set out in this 
assessment made during the EA process, 
plus other environmental requirements….” 

Please move this paragraph to Section 
8.2 (See Comment #119) and incorporate 
a similar commitment that speaks to 
effects monitoring. 

Revise text and section accordingly. 

Text revised as provided, paragraph 
moved to Section 8.2, similar paragraph 
in Section 8.1 revised. 

Paragraph moved to 
Section 8.2, similar 
paragraph in Section 8.1 
revised. 

Section 8.2, page 81 of the revised 
draft ToR: 

• To improve clarity, please 
consider the following 
revisions: 
“…compliance with EA 
process commitments 
outlined in the ToR will be 
regularly…” 
 
“Appropriate commitments to 
Compliance monitoring will be 
reflected…” 

Section 8.3, page 81 of the revised 
draft ToR: 

• To improve clarity, consider 
the following revision: 
 
“the EA will include a 
comprehensive list of 
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commitments…including but 
not limited to, all 
commitments relating…” 

MECP – 119 Section 8.2, general 

The current information in this section 
regarding compliance monitoring should 
be replaced with the information on 
compliance monitoring from Section 8.1. 

In accordance with Section 5.2.8 of the 
ministry’s Code of Practice, the EA will 
need to provide a monitoring strategy that 
sets out how and when all commitments 
made in the EA will be fulfilled and how 
the proponent will report to the ministry 
about compliance. 

Please include a commitment referencing 
this requirement in this section of the ToR. 

Revise text accordingly. 

Compliance monitoring moved to Section 
8.2 

Hydro One will provide a monitoring 
strategy that sets out how and when all 
commitments made in the EA will be 
fulfilled and how the proponent will report 
to the ministry about compliance. 

Sections 8.1 and 8.2 
revised.  

No further comment. 

MECP - 120 Appendix 2 

The table should clearly identify which 
column refers to the ‘criteria’ that will be 
used for the assessment and evaluation 
of alternatives. Also, the items under the 
“features considered” column should be 
separated into more specific criteria. For 
instance, “environmentally sensitive 
areas” can be separated further but not 
limited to: 

• Natural heritage features (i.e. ANSI) 

• Wetlands 

Appendix 1 criteria and indicators have 
been extensively modified based on the 
comments provided. 

Criteria and indicators have been 
updated and clarified, environment 
includes cultural/built environment, 
technical considerations have been 
added, references to existing EA studies 
have been removed (NextBridge). 

  

Appendix 1 has been 
modified.  

No further comment. 
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• Species at risk 

• Terrestrial habitat 

• Aquatic habitat 

Also, items under the “environment” 
column should include cultural and built 
environments, and any other technical 
considerations. 

In addition, please include a column that 
identifies preliminary potential effects on 
each of the indictors. 

Also, as per Comments #12, #60 and #94 
please remove references to the existing 
NextBridge EA studies. 

Overall, sufficient information should be 
given in the ToR to ensure that this table 
can be understood by interested persons 
who are then able to provide informed 
comments. 

Revise table accordingly. 

 



 Agency Comment Hydro One Response 
Provided 

ToR Section Revision MECP Response 

Peter Brown, Indigenous Consultation Advisor, CSPB 

MECP - 
121 

Throughout (e.g., Sections 3.1, 
4.4.1, 5.0, 5.1, 5.2, 5.4, 5.6) 

Please make sure that 
Indigenous communities are 
identified separately from 
stakeholders and agencies in 
the Final ToR. Many indigenous 
communities prefer to not be 
identified as stakeholders. 

Revise text throughout to 
identify Indigenous 
communities, stakeholders and 
agencies separately. 

Differentiation between 
stakeholders and Indigenous 
communities has been 
clarified.  

Section 3, 5 and Section 6.3.3 
have been modified. 

Thank you, I am satisfied with 
the response. 

MECP - 
122 

Section 5.3, page 40. 

The Ministry of Energy, on 
behalf of the Crown, formally 
delegated procedural aspects of 
consultation to Hydro One and 
provided a list of communities 
to be consulted for the 
environmental assessment 
process on March 2, 2018. The 
Ministry of Energy also notified 
the communities of this 
delegation. 

Revise the first parts of this 

Revised section to include the 
following text: 

The Ministry of Energy, on 
behalf of the Crown, formally 
delegated procedural aspects 
of consultation to Hydro One 
and provided a list of 
communities to be consulted 
for the environmental 
assessment process on March 
2, 2018. The Ministry of Energy 
also notified the communities 
of this delegation. 

Section 9.2 has been revised.  Thank you.  The first few 
paragraphs of Section 9.2 now 
do not flow well, but the 
requested text has been 
added.  For example, the 
second paragraph of Section 
9.2 with two bullets could be 
removed to improve readability.  



 Agency Comment Hydro One Response 
Provided 

ToR Section Revision MECP Response 

section to reflect the up-to-date 
status of the delegation and 
notification. Please also indicate 
that consultation on a draft 
Indigenous consultation plan for 
the EA will occur with all 
identified Indigenous 
communities (see comment #4 
below). 

Consultation on a draft 
Indigenous consultation plan 
for the EA will occur with all 
identified Indigenous 
communities. 

MECP - 
123 

Section 5.4, page 42. 

This section should provide a 
summary of the consultation 
undertaken during the 
development of the ToR, not a 
consultation plan for the ToR. A 
complete record of consultation 
undertaken by Hydro One 
during the development of the 
ToR should also be provided as 
an appendix to the ToR. 
Indigenous community input in 
the development of the ToR is a 
very important part of the EA 
process. 

Please include a summary of 
the consultation undertaken 
during the development of the 
ToR in the main body of the 
ToR. The Indigenous 
consultation summary should 

Section 9.3 has been modified 
to include a summary of the 
consultation undertaken during 
the development of the ToR, 
not a consultation plan for the 
ToR.  

The Record of Consultation will 
be supplied as a supporting 
document to the ToR. 

Section 9.3.2, paragraph 3 has 
been revised to contain 
additional information on 
consultation of Indigenous 
communities in regards to the 
ToR. 

Section 9.3 has been modified. The response is insufficient.  
Please include in Section 9.3 a 
summary of issues (comments, 
questions, concerns) raised by 
Indigenous communities (e.g., 
from meetings, written 
comments, etc.) and how they 
are or will be addressed.   The 
complete record of consultation 
can be appended to the ToR, 
but a summary should be 
included in the main body of 
the ToR (see original July 26, 
2018 comments).     



 Agency Comment Hydro One Response 
Provided 

ToR Section Revision MECP Response 

be organized by community and 
identify key issues raised and 
how they are addressed in the 
ToR (e.g., responses to them 
and/or explanation of how the 
input informed EA methodology, 
study design, etc). The 
appended record of 
consultation should include all 
events and communications, 
and indicate how any questions, 
comments and concerns are 
addressed in the ToR and/or 
will be addressed through the 
EA process. 

MECP - 
124 

Section 5.5.2 

It is not clear if the Indigenous 
consultation plan for the EA 
referenced in the draft ToR is 
contained within section 5.5.2 
or also exists as a more 
extensive stand-alone 
document that can be modified 
through consultation with 
communities. 

It is also not clear how Hydro 
One will “incorporate traditional 
knowledge and use”, as 
indicated in the draft ToR 
(p.47). This is an important part 

The Indigenous Consultation 
Plan is a standalone document 
that can be modified through 
consultation with communities. 
Language clarifying this has 
been added to Section 9.4.2. 

Expanded on Traditional and 
Indigenous Knowledge as 
suggested in the comment. 

Section 9.4.2 has been revised. Thank you.  I look forward to 
reviewing the consultation plan 
for the EA.   



 Agency Comment Hydro One Response 
Provided 

ToR Section Revision MECP Response 

of the EA process and requires 
further clarification. 

Please include a copy of the 
draft Indigenous consultation 
plan for the EA as part of the 
Final ToR or as a stand-alone 
document for review and 
consultation. I suggest calling it 
a draft plan until Hydro One 
consults with each individual 
Indigenous community on the 
plan. Some communities may 
request individualized plans, 
which should be honoured or 
accommodated appropriately 
(e.g., community-specific 
sections) within the overall 
consultation plan. 

Each community may have 
different approaches and 
preferences for the sharing of 
Traditional or Indigenous 
Knowledge, and this should 
also be honoured by Hydro 
One. Please note that 
Indigenous Knowledge should 
be an input to most physical, 
biological and human 
components of the 
environment. Please state a 
commitment to consider, and 
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ToR Section Revision MECP Response 

incorporate as appropriate, 
Indigenous consultation and 
knowledge in, for example: 

• the methodology for and 
description of baseline 
conditions (e.g., study areas; 
environmental components; 
resources, species, other 
values of importance; timing of 
baseline studies, etc.);  

• the evaluation of alternatives 
and assessment of the 
preferred undertaking (e.g., 
criteria and indicators of 
relevance to Indigenous 
communities for all 
environmental components); 

• the development of mitigation 
measures and monitoring 
commitments; and 

• the conclusions of the EA, 
including any residual adverse 
effects on Aboriginal and treaty 
rights 

MECP - 
125 

Section 6.2.5 

“potential employment and… 
other relevant socio-economic 

Indigenous consultation and 
employment/economic 
participation has been moved 

Section 5.2.2 has been 
modified. 

Thank you, I am satisfied with 
the response. 
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Provided 
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aspects” should be considered 
under a more appropriate socio-
economic component rather 
than as part of 
Traditional/Indigenous Land 
Use. 

Move socio-economic 
references from Section 6.2.5 to 
6.2.3 or 6.2.4, or create a 
separate Indigenous 
employment and economic 
activity component. 

to Section 5.2.2. 

MECP - 
126 

Section 7.0 

Commitments to consider 
Traditional or Indigenous 
Knowledge for each 
environmental component are 
not clear. Indigenous 
community- specific criteria and 
indicators may also be required 
to address specific concerns or 
requests. This is an important 
part of the EA process and 
requires further clarification. 

Information provided by 
Indigenous communities should 
be considered in developing all 
criteria, indicators and 
measures, not just “for effects 

The preliminary list of 
features/considerations will be 
developed and refined during 
the EA process in consultation 
with the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous 
communities, and any other 
interested persons. 

In Appendix 1, Indigenous 
consultation is listed as an 
information source for the 
criteria and indicators. Clarified 
throughout the document that 
Indigenous consultation is a 
key component of evaluation of 
alternatives, mitigations and 
assessment of the environment 

Section 7.0 has been modified.  Thank you, I am satisfied with 
the response. 
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on traditional/Indigenous land 
use where relevant” (p. 65). 
Please clarify this throughout 
Section 7.0. For example, 
Traditional or Indigenous 
Knowledge or Traditional/ 
Indigenous Resource Uses 
and/or Areas should be listed 
as a feature or consideration 
under Natural Environment 
(p.61). 

Under Socio-Economic 
Environment, it is 
recommended to refer to 
Traditional Knowledge as 
opposed to ‘Traditional 
Knowledge Studies’ because 
communities may prefer to 
share knowledge in ways other 
than through a formal study. 
This should be considered 
throughout the ToR. 

throughout the EA process.  

Information obtained through 
consultation will be used in 
developing indicators and 
measures for effects on all 
criteria and indicators. 

Removed ‘studies’ from 
Traditional Knowledge. 
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Guowang Qiu, Air Quality Analyst, Northern Region 

MECP - 129 Section 7.1 

Within the section of evaluation of 
potential effects on the natural 
environment, air quality was not included. 
There is a potential air quality effects 
during the construction of the project due 
to construction activities, especially for the 
fugitive dust. 

Consider the potential air quality effects 
from the construction activities, especially 
for the potential receptors near the 
transmission line, air quality impact 
assessment should be conducted and 
included in the environment assessment. 

Dust and noise from construction are 
controlled with appropriate mitigation 
measures and environmental best 
management practices. Potential air 
quality effects from construction 
activities, especially for the potential 
receptors near the transmission line will 
be considered. Air quality impact 
assessment will be conducted and 
included in the environment assessment. 

 

Section 6.5 (old 7.1) has 
been modified. 

No further comments 

MECP - 130 Appendix 2 

Air quality was not included in the list of 
preliminary criteria and indicators. 

   greenhouse gas emissions should be 
 d included in the list of criteria and indicators 

   nvironmental impacts of the project. 

Appendix 1 has been modified to include 
air quality and greenhouse gases.  

 No further comments 
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Mira Majerovich, EA Coordinator, Northern Region 

MECP - 131 Permit and Approval Requirements (Sec. 
2, pg. 15): 

Please clarify that Lake Superior Links 
only plans to concurrently prepare for 
permits and approvals while the EA 
process is being undertaken. As written, it 
infers that permit and approval 
applications may be submitted during the 
EA process. Approval under the 
Environmental Assessment Act comes 
first and that approval under one piece of 
legislation does not guarantee approval 
under another. To reduce timelines, 
permit or approval applications may be 
submitted concurrently with the EA, 
however, these will not be approved until 
the EA process is complete. Also, the 
proponent can consult with other agencies 
to coordinate documentation that could 
meet both the EA and other applicable 
approvals as needed (Code of Practice: 
Environmental Assessments, pg 38). 

Hydro One only plans to concurrently 
prepare for permits and approvals while 
the EA process is being undertaken. 

Approval under the Environmental 
Assessment Act comes first and approval 
under one piece of legislation does not 
guarantee approval under another. To 
reduce timelines, permit or approval 
applications may be submitted 
concurrently with the EA, however, these 
will not be approved until the EA process 
is complete. Hydro One will consult with 
other government agencies to coordinate 
documentation that could meet both the 
EA and other applicable approvals as 
needed. 

 

Section 2.1.1  No further comment 

MECP - 132 Soil Contamination (Sec. 7.1, pg. 62; Sec. 
7.3, pg. 66): 

Please provide an approach for 
determining if and when assessing or 
managing soil contamination may be 
considered. While this may not be a 
significant concern, a complete 
assessment should consider the potential 
for soil contamination concerns and 
outline how they may be addressed. The 
Guide on Site Assessment, the cleanup of 
Brownfield Sites and the Filing of Record 

The issue of soil compaction and 
measures to mitigate effects on soil 
permeability, drainage and hydraulic 
balance will be addressed in the EA. The 
potential for soil contamination will be 
considered and the Guide on Site 
Assessment, the cleanup of Brownfield 
Sites and the Filing of Record of Site 
Condition will be consulted to determine 
the most appropriate course of action. 

 

Section 6.5.1  In addition to those guidelines and 
BMPs listed in Section 6.5.1, 
Hydro One commits to consulting 
with the Guide on Site 
Assessment, the cleanup of 
Brownfield Sites and the Filing of 
Record of Site Condition to 
determine the most appropriate 
course of action. 
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of Site Condition can provide some 
direction. 

MECP - 133 Acoustic Environment (Sec. 6.1.9, pg 56): 

Please provide additional detail for the 
reference routes by referring to the 
communities that will be crossed, 
recreational areas, the existing 
transmission line and other potential 
sensitive receivers. 

Noise level measurements, studies and/or 
mitigation measures may be required in 
some areas depending on the proximity to 
sensitive receivers. 

Acoustic and noise become a 
consideration when there is a point of 
reception and communities have a 
different acoustic environment. When a 
facility is proposed Ministry of the 
Environment’s Guideline D-1 Land Use 
Compatibility outlines the proponent’s 
responsibility in determining: 

1. The influence area 

2. Identity and distance from existing or 
committed sensitive land use(s); 

3. Severity of impacts; and 

4. Feasible mitigation (Guideline D-1, Sec 
1.3.2). 

Ministry of the Environment’s 
Environmental Noise Guideline NPC 300 
applies to EA projects. It provides sound 
level limits for different classes of areas 

Additional detail for the reference routes 
by referring to the communities that will 
be crossed, recreational areas, the 
existing transmission line and other 
potential sensitive receivers has been 
provided in the text.  

 

Section 5.1.9 has been 
revised.  

It is section 5.2.9, not Section 5.1.9 
(typo) in which Acoustic 
Environment is discussed.  

Hydro One has committed to verify 
existing noise sensitive land uses 
in the EA, including through 
ground-truthing, if required. 

Typo: change MOECP to MECP 
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(eg. urban, rural). 

MECP - 134 Human Health (Sec. 6.2.6, pg. 59): 

Please provide detail on how noise, air 
and water quality will be assessed and 
managed either by linking these to other 
sections of the ToR (Sec. 6.1.8, Sec. 
6.1.9, Sec. 6.1.2) or by adding details into 
this section. This section commits to only 
providing baseline conditions and 
potential effects for EMF’s. There are 
other human health issues that need to be 
addressed. 

Human Health concerns will be 
addressed in the EA. In addressing 
potential health issues, Hydro One looks 
to the scientific expertise of Health 
Canada to assess the scientific studies 
and provide advice and guidance. 
Potential changes in surface water, air 
quality and noise due to Project activities 
can act as pathways to potential effects 
on human health. These criteria will be 
drawn upon to inform human health 
concern assessments in the EA.  

 

Section 5.2.4 modified.  Now Section 5.3.4. 

Hydro one has committed to 
addressing all aspects of Human 
Health concerns and will seek the 
expertise of Health Canada to 
assess the scientific studies and 
provide advice and guidance. 
Please discuss issues that may 
arise from potential changes in 
surface water, air quality and noise 
due to project activities, and 
assess in the EA. This section 
should reflect on more than solely 
EMFs, and their impacts on human 
health. 

MECP - 135 Infrastructure and Service (Sec. 6.2.8; pg. 
60): 

The construction phase of this project will 
likely generate significant waste. The 
proponent should assess the projects 
effect on existing waste management 
services. Do local waste management 
services have the capacity to accept 
additional waste from the project? 

The construction portion of the Project 
will generate some galvanized steel 
waste (estimated at 500 MT) and other 
construction waste. Preliminary inquiries 
to local waste management companies 
indicate that sufficient capacity for waste 
management exists along the proposed 
corridor. 

Section 5.2.6 Now section 5.3.6. Within the EA 
please include specific details of 
the water management companies 
contacted regarding existing 
capacity. 

 

MECP - 136 Appendix 2 – List of Preliminary Criteria 
and Indicators Table: 

Under Potential Data Sources, please add 
to Socio-economic Environment (existing 
land-use, approved development, 
commercial activities) MNRF, MMAH, 
MTCS, and Parks Canada. For 
unorganized land, MMAH is the approval 

All suggested changes have been 
implemented to Appendix 1. 

Appendix 1 has been 
modified.  

MECP has no further comments. 
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authority. MNRF administers the affected 
crown land and conservation authorities 
and Parks Canada the federal parks. 

Update the table to reflect any criteria and 
indicators under the Socio-Economic 
Environment for First Nation Communities 
through consultation and also include any 
from other stakeholders (eg. Traditional 
Land and Resources). 

Please rephrase land use in the table 
under the Rationale for Selection of 
Indicator to land use compatibility, when 
referring to potential for conflicts with 
existing land uses. While it may be 
inferred as stated, this ministry prefers to 
see land use compatibility clearly 
referenced. 
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Archana Uprety, Hydrogeologist, Northern Region 

MECP - 137 The study area in the EA should include 
500 m on either side of the Reference 
Route and Alternative Routes. Project-
specific potential environmental effects on 
groundwater resources are likely to occur 
within this area. For locations where 
extensive blasting is required, this 
distance may need to be increased. 

Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 

The Study Area can be broken up into 
three components: the Project Study 
Area (PSA), Local Study Area (LSA) and 
Regional Study Area (RSA). For the 
general purposes of Lake Superior Link, 
PSA is 500 m on either side of the ROW 
for reference route and alternative 
routes; LSA is 1 km from Reference 
Route boundary/ROW; and the RSA is 
approximately 5 km from the boundary of 
LSA. However, LSAs and RSAs aren’t 
always consistent for each environmental 
factor. For example, study areas for the 
socio-economic assessment will be 
defined by criterion-specific LSAs and 
RSAs. A more detailed description of the 
study area and how the study area 
boundaries were determined will be 
provided in the EA.  

 

Section 4.1 has been 
modified to outline the 
study areas.  

No further comments. 

MECP - 138 The study area in the EA should also 
include the area within 1 km from the 
project footprint, within which potential 
cumulative environmental effects on 
groundwater resources may occur. 

Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 

See response above. For the general 
purposes of Lake Superior Link, PSA is 
500 m on either side of the ROW for 
reference route and alternative routes; 
LSA is 1 km from Reference Route 
boundary/ROW; and the RSA is 
approximately 5 km from the boundary of 
LSA. 

Section 4.1 has been 
modified to outline the 
study areas. 

No further comments. 

MECP - 139 Section 6.1.2, page 52 

To reduce risk to groundwater, a desktop 
study and door-to-door survey should be 
conducted prior to construction to 
determine local groundwater conditions, 

Section 5.1.2 has been revised. 

Wellhead protection areas, intake 
protection zones, highly vulnerable 
aquifers and significant groundwater 
recharge areas, source water protection 

Section 5.1.2 has been 
revised. 

 

No further comments. 
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and location of water supply wells. Should 
the study reveal shallow groundwater 
conditions, or water supply wells located 
within the vicinity of the transmission 
corridor, mitigation measures should be 
proposed to avoid potential negative 
effects. 

Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
comitment to address concern. 

documentation and relevant policies will 
be reviewed. The description will be 
conducted via desktop studies and 
supplemented with field work, where 
required, for characterization of 
groundwater quality, or measurements of 
water levels or drawdown of water wells.  

 

MECP - 140 The EA should include a spill prevention 
and response plan, a waste management 
plan, and a blast management should 
blasting be required. The use of 
ammonium nitrate explosive in the vicinity 
of water supply wells should be avoided.  

Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 

Commitments on blasting, spills, waste 
management and blast management are 
outlined in Section 6.5.  

Section 6.5 modified.  No further comments. 

MECP - 141 Section 7, page 61 

The EA should identify potential effects, 
assess them, and recommend mitigation 
measures to reduce or avoid potential 
negative effects. 

Project activities which may impact 
groundwater resources such as during 
construction, operation and maintenance 
should be assessed. Including but not 
limited to, impact to water supply wells, 
potential contaminant discharges, 
disturbing pre-existing shallow 
contaminated soils, leaching of 
herbicides, managing precipitation and 
runoff, effects from dewatering, blasting, 

Project activities which may impact 
groundwater resources such as during 
construction, operation and maintenance 
should be assessed. Including but not 
limited to, impact to water supply wells, 
potential contaminant discharges, 
disturbing pre-existing shallow 
contaminated soils, leaching of 
herbicides, managing precipitation and 
runoff, effects from dewatering, blasting, 
and artesian conditions. The issue of soil 
compaction and measures to mitigate 
effects on soil permeability, drainage and 
hydraulic balance will be addressed in 
the EA. 

Section 6.5 revised.  No further comments. 
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and artesian conditions. 

Amendment to the ToR/proposed 
commitment to address concern. 
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Scott Parker, Surface Water Specialist, Northern Region 

MECP - 142 The environmental impacts to surface 
water quantity and quality from 
transmission line construction are 
generally limited to access road 
construction and RoW clearing. The 
potential long-term operational impacts 
are related primarily to increased erosion 
and sedimentation as well as short-term 
increases in water level or “flashy” stream 
flows due to access roads and the cleared 
RoW. There is also the potential that 
removal of tree cover in the RoW and 
changes in stream flows and water levels 
may increase concentrations of certain 
chemical constituents, stream 
temperature and suspended solids in 
receiving water. However, most, if not all, 
operational impacts to surface water 
quantity and quality may be mitigated by 
utilizing best management practices 
(BMPs) during the construction phase of 
the Project and by the inclusion of riparian 
vegetation buffer strips and erosion 
control measures along streams that 
intersect the RoW to attenuate runoff from 
the RoW, reduce sedimentation and 
erosion and provide shade cover thereby 
reducing stream temperature. 

Detailed mitigation measures for 
potential effects on surface water will be 
developed during the EA and are 
addressed in Section 7. 

No changes required. No further comment. 

MECP - 143 As the Lake Superior Link project moves 
forward, uncertainty can be reduced by 
making conservative assumptions, 
planning implementation of effective 
mitigation and monitoring measures and 
using available adaptive management 
measures to address potential unforeseen 
circumstances should they arise. 

Detailed mitigation measures for 
potential effects on surface water will be 
developed during the EA and are 
addressed in Section 7. 

No changes required No further comment. 
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Mitigation measures need to be based on 
proven and recognized best management 
practices, standard protocols for stream 
crossings, land clearing and/or working 
near water with machinery that are well 
understood and have been applied to 
road (and transmission line) construction 
projects throughout northern Ontario. 

MECP - 144 The Project must be carried out in 
compliance with the best management 
practices for road construction and 
operation and will be constructed in 
accordance with the guidelines listed on 
page 63 of the Draft LSL ToR as well as 
Crown Land Bridge Management 
Guidelines (MNR 2008), Northern Land 
Use Guidelines – Access: Roads and 
Trails (INAC 2010) and Fish-Stream 
Crossing Guidebook (B.C. Ministry of 
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations, B.C. Ministry of Environment 
and Fisheries and Oceans Canada 2012). 
It is recommended that the Canadian 
Council of Ministers of the Environment 
(CCME) Canadian Water Quality 
Guideline for the Protection of Aquatic Life 
for suspended sediment and turbidity be 
followed where bankside, in- stream 
and/or dewatering work is required. 
Trigger/threshold values should be 
established and sampling should occur in 
potential sensitive receivers before, during 
and after such work is undertaken. It is 
also recommended that the following 
Ontario Provincial Standard Specifications 
be included to the requirements related to 
road, bridge and ancillary area 

All of the mentioned best management 
practices, guidelines, standards and 
guidebooks have been implemented into 
Section 6.5. 

Sediment and erosion control measures 
will be identified and addressed in the EA 
document. This includes identification of 
areas where soil or other factors could 
affect the effectiveness of those 
measures. Trigger/threshold values will 
be established for suspended sediment 
and turbidity be followed where bankside, 
in-stream and/or dewatering work is 
required. Sampling will occur in potential 
sensitive receivers before, during and 
after such work is undertaken. 

 

Section 6.5 has been 
modified. 

No further comment. 
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construction: 

• Ontario Provincial Standard 
Specification (OPSS 805) – Construction 
Specifications for Temporary Erosion and 
Sediment Control Measures 

• Ontario Provincial Standard 
Specification (OPSS 182) – General 
specifications for Environmental 
Protection for Construction in 
Waterbodies and on Waterbody Banks 

• Ontario Provincial Standard 
Specification (OPSS 518) – Construction 
Specifications for Control of Water from 
Dewatering Operations 
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