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St. Clair Transmission Line Project
Biodiversity Initiative 
Letter of Interest

Submitted By:
	Organization:

	

	Contact:

	

	Email:

	

	Phone:

	

	Address:

	


Screening Criteria
Letters of Interest (LOI) must meet the following minimum criteria:
1. Involve creation or enhancement of habitat.
2. Located on secured lands, with habitat benefits protected in perpetuity.
3. Be feasible to conduct under budget provided, sustainable over the long term, and appropriate for site conditions.
4. Include the percentage of Hydro One funding is required for the opportunity to proceed.

Hydro One encourages LOIs that demonstrate community partnerships, Indigenous participation, that promote long-term stewardship and knowledge sharing, and that have the potential to provide Indigenous peoples with new or improved land access to lands for Rights-based practices such as harvesting or hunting. 

Please note that all information prepared as part of an opportunity submission (e.g., maps, plans, budget) will be publicly shared as part of the Biodiversity Initiative documentation and reporting.

Completed LOI and supporting documents are to be sent by 5:00 PM on August 31st, 2026 to: 
Paul Dalmazzi, Sr. Environmental Specialist, Hydro One 
Paul.Dalmazzi@HydroOne.com 

Proposed Opportunity General Description
	Habitat Type1
	Proposed Habitat Type (please describe)
	Area (ha)
	Current Land Use

	Deciduous Forest


	
	
	

	Mixed Forest 


	
	
	

	Coniferous Forest


	
	
	

	Treed Wetland


	
	
	

	Shrub Thicket Wetland


	
	
	

	Marsh Wetland

	
	
	

	Meadow


	
	
	

	Prairie/Grassland


	
	
	

	Shrub Thicket


	
	
	

	Aquatic Habitat


	
	
	

	Hedgerow


	
	
	

	Other, please describe:
	
	
	

	1Habitat types are to be based on the Ecological Land Classification for Southern Ontario (Lee et al. 1998; Lee, 2008)




1. Site Location, Ownership and Existing Land Use
	[bookmark: _Hlk229574107]Please provide the location of the site in question (street address and Teranet parcel PIN#), and the approximate distance to the St. Clair Transmission Line.
Please also describe the ownership of the lands and how the lands are secured such that habitat creation or enhancement benefits will be protected in perpetuity:










	Describe the existing land use/habitat type [ELC].










	Describe the known land use history.








	What is the soil type (refer to soil texture triangle).










2. Proposed Opportunity Ecological Information
	[bookmark: _Hlk229574152]Provide a brief description of vegetation community diversity or other relevant ecological information (e.g., for woodlands: deciduous, coniferous, mixed woods; for all opportunities, 
dominant and other vegetation species):












	[bookmark: _Hlk229574203]Is the opportunity contiguous with, and/or provide linkages to, existing habitat? (Y / N)                           If yes, describe existing habitat type and size, and describe how this opportunity will improve connectivity:












	[bookmark: _Hlk229574264]Does the opportunity occur on or expand a designated natural area? (Y / N)                                              If yes, provide a description below:










	[bookmark: _Hlk229574360]Does the opportunity have the potential to enhance existing and/or create new species at risk habitat? (Y / N)
If yes, provide a description below:








	Does the opportunity have the potential to enhance existing and/or create new Significant Wildlife Habitat in accordance with the Significant Wildlife Habitat Criteria Schedules for Ecoregion 7E (2015)? (Y / N)
If yes, provide a description below:








	[bookmark: _Hlk229574434]Does the opportunity have the potential to enhance existing and/or create new aquatic habitat, and/or create or enhance hydrological connectivity between aquatic/wetland habitats? (Y/N)
If yes, provide a description below:








	[bookmark: _Hlk229574539]Does the opportunity involve the enhancement of existing habitat through the removal and control of invasive species? (Y / N)
If yes, provide a description below:









3. Value-Added / Non-ecological Factor
	[bookmark: _Hlk230941128]Will the opportunity provide public recreational benefits? (Y / N)                                                                 If yes, please provide a brief description:








	Will the opportunity have the potential to provide or improve Indigenous peoples’ access to lands for stewardship, harvesting, cultural practices, education, research, hunting, or other land-based activities? (Y / N)                                                                          
 If yes, please provide a brief description:







	Will Indigenous communities or organizations have the opportunity to participate in the planning, implementation, monitoring, stewardship, governance, or long-term management of the opportunity? (Y/N)
If yes, please provide a description of the expected participation and how the opportunities will be communicated:







	Will the opportunity provide educational opportunities? (Y / N)                                                                           If yes, please provide a brief description:







	[bookmark: _Hlk230941344]Does the opportunity include multiple participating partners? (Y / N)
If yes, please identify participating partners and describe their anticipated role(s) in project planning, implementation, monitoring, stewardship, governance, education, or outreach:







	[bookmark: _Hlk229574929]Will the opportunity provide research and/or knowledge-sharing opportunities? (Y / N)
If yes, please provide a brief description, including details on the potential to provide benefits to Indigenous-focused knowledge enhancement, stewardship, or land-based learning opportunities. 







	Will the opportunity contribute to an existing natural heritage system? (Y / N)
If yes, please provide a brief description:







	Will the opportunity support efforts to enhance resilience against climate change? (Y / N)
If yes, please provide a brief description:






4. Funding
	[bookmark: _Hlk229575161]Please describe the monitoring and maintenance  plan that is included in the opportunity budget (e.g., typically 2-3 seasons following initial plantings). 






	Please describe how the opportunity will be maintained and stewarded over the long-term following establishment of the habitat (i.e., after the completion of the monitoring and maintenance work funded through the St Clair Transmission Line Biodiversity Initiative budget and described above), including:
· Monitoring activities;
· Adaptive management measures;
· Long-term maintenance plans; and
· Indigenous stewardship participation, where applicable. 








	Are other sources of funding available, and if so, could they be leveraged as a result of Hydro One’s funding? (Y / N)
If yes, please provide details, as well as confirming the proportion (percentage of total opportunity cost) that is requested to be funded by Hydro One through the St. Clair Transmission Line Biodiversity Initiative:






	Budgets should be sufficient to establish target habitats to a point of long-term sustainability (e.g., site preparation, planting, monitoring, tending, etc.).

Please attach your estimated cost broken down by time, task, and materials. Budgets should reflect the various phases/tasks.  For example, both the budget for initial site preparation and planting, and funds required for subsequent monitoring and tending work to ensure that the target habitat/vegetation community can be adequately established to ensure habitat success.1


1All information prepared as part of an opportunity submission (e.g., maps, plans, budget) will be publicly shared as part of the Biodiversity Initiative documentation and reporting.


5. Summary
	Please summarize the key advantages of the opportunity and its compatibility with the Biodiversity Initiative objectives. Where applicable, please describe how the opportunity:
· Creates or enhances habitat and biodiversity values;
· Supports ecological connectivity and resilience;
· Contributes to climate adaptation and long-term habitat sustainability;
· Supports Indigenous stewardship, knowledge sharing, or land-based activities;
· Provides educational, research, recreational, or community benefits; and
· Creates opportunities for long-term stewardship and monitoring. 












Recognizing that a single Letter of Interest submission may include several opportunities (sites or habitat patches) within a property or area, Hydro One may choose to evaluate each distinct proposed sites/patches within a broader area separately. If you have multiple sites or habitat patches and prefer they be evaluated separately then please distinguish the separate sites/opportunities in this LOI and include an accompanying map where possible.

If your submission includes two or more proposed sites and they cannot be evaluated separately (i.e. the success or the benefit of the opportunity is contingent on all proposed sites being evaluated as one) please identify this in this LOI. 

Hydro One also welcomes the submission of multiple individual Letters of Interest for different proposals, if that is deemed to be preferred by the submitting party.
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